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13TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (L) 13/JJH/wfs
3RD Bommgmgzgg GROUP (L)
AP

5 September 1948
SUBJECT: Letter of Transmittal

TO: Commanding General
United States Air Force

This history was compiled by lst Lt Jerry J Hunt
with the clerical aid of $ Sgt William F Shawler.
Facts included in the narrative have been compiled from
reports submitted by Section Heads. Observations not
otherwise credited are based on the personal knowledge
and opinions of 1st Lt Jerry J Hunt.

(/ 1st Lty USAF

Squadron Historian
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13TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (L)
3RD BOMBARDMENT GROUP (L)
AP0 328

URIT HISTURY
1 August through 31 August 1948

The mission of the 13th Bombardment Squadron (L)
continues to be that of occupational duties in Japan,
as well as operational training and surveillance. Our
objective is to become 100% combat ready, both individually
and collectively in all phases in which the B-26 1is
considered a combat weapon.

Personnel:

Morning report status:
31 July 31 August
Officers 30 24
Enlisted Men 121 124

There was a large turn-over of personnel in this
squadron, due to the change-over to Wing-Base setup.
Bffective 19 August, the squadron lost seven officers
and twenty five enlisted men. The same date, we gained
one officer and thirty-one enlisted men.

Key persomnel of the squadron as of 31 August were:

Major C. H. Gross Commanding Officer
Capt D. E. Godbey 4d jutant

Capt C. L. Martindale Operations Officer
Capt E. E. Jahnke Supply Officer

Capt G. K. Hannaford Armament Officer
Capt R, i, Elam ingineering Officer
F Sgt T. J. MeCann First: Sergeant

T gt €. J. Hays » Line Chief

T 8gt E. J. Jackson Armament Chief

& 8gt J. L. Harling Supply Sergeant

& Sgt H. C. Swanson 1 Operatlons Specialist
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Organizationy

During this month, both the base and the squadron
have undergone a major change. The base is now operating
under Wing-Base set-up with 3rd Bomb Wing L controling.

The squadron has been reorganized under a new
T. 0. & E,, 1-1123. All personnel records have been
brought down to squadron level and are being maintained
in the headguarters section. Following is a personnel
breakdown under the new I. 0.3
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SGN WSgt TSgt SSgt Sgt Cpl Pfe Pvt Total

% ok e %
853 1 2 3 6
867 1 2 3 6
911 1 1 2 3 3 10
- e (o 1
Total 8 23 39 36 33 3 142

Operations:

There has been little unusual activity in the
Operations Section this month. A great deal of difficulty
is being experienced in attaining flying time reguirements,
largely due to several aircraft being AOCP for nose struts.
liuch more difficulty is anticipated as we have been
informed that there is little prospect for obtaining
struts for approximately ninety days and more aircraft
are being grounded each day. At present, this squadron
has five airecraft AOCP.

Miscellaneous activities:

A drive was held during the month for the Air Force
Aid Soclety Membership. This sguadron placed seccnd on the
base with 100% of personnel contributing. We were assigned
uota of §135.00, which we topped with a total collection
of%409 80. Cpl Elmer A Clark, our supply clerk, contributed
$100.C0 to become the first enlisted man at Yoketa to receive
a patron life membership.

"Oscar" celebrated his thirty-first birthday the
25th of this month. Activated on 25 August 1917, the
13th Bombardment Squadron has been serving the Air Forece
for thirty one years.
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AFPENDIX

. Unit History

August 1948
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Standing L. to K., 1st Lt J. J, Hunt, Asst Adjutant,
Major C. H. Gross, 8q C.0., and Capt D. E. Godbey,
Sq Adjutant. Kneeling L. to R., T Sgt E. J. Jackson,
5q Armament Chief, F &gt T. J. McCann, and M S5gt

L. W. (Pappy) Garner, Line Chief.

F Sgt licCann and Major Gross dcuf%!ﬁg Oscar's

birthday cake."
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lst Lt J. J. Hunt, AFAS Drive Officer congratulating
Cpl E. A. Clark on his $100. contribution for a life
patron membership.

L. to K., F Sgt Thomas J HeCann, Major C. H. Gross,
5q Commanding Officer, and lst Lt Jerry J Hunt,
Assistant Squadron Adjutant.
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Clippings from Pacific_
* Stats and Stripes

Unit- Soldiers Of The Month , .

- ¥ . e 5 A ! «. 1 m‘.

- Pictured above are “Unit Soldiers of the Month” at Yokota wm’." mm .
are left {o right: 7/Sgt. Orville D, Jqnes, 65ih Air Engineering M; §/8gt. Donald
Chisholm, 71st Reconnaissance group; S/Sgt. James A.‘Hoover, 608th Air Materiel squadron
L mms. Klein, 31st Reconnaissance squadron; §/Sgt. Robert B, Hug :
Recomnaissance- squadron; Frank Eidikaitis, 15t Bombardment squadron, Sgt. Ed
|H. Williams, 600th Air Engineering squadron; M/Sgt. Harold K. Older, Third ¥
adrgn; M/Sgi. Jerome Holub, Eighth Bombardment squadron and S/Sgt. Grady ©
gaters Third Bombardment group. Sergeant Eidikuitis was selecied as outsta

L
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3%h Bombardnert aquad“

3@ ong of *He main compo-
nents of *he 3rd Bombardment
Jidng (L) celebrabed its 31sf]
anniversary: of conbinucus
“service with the = United
“itates dir “‘orce onthie 25%h |
of August, . "Opim Rea-
perg" - have been in:ihmineqs
‘since’ the fateful v;ar—"’:cx‘n
year 917-when the L,S.a
entbm?q wﬁm Tz T ank: the
1%*h squadron amswered ‘he
call . +o battle at Kelly Air
Force “Bage, *heu Kelly rield |
Texas.

Shortly aff'er, +the 13%h
squadron embarked By convoy|
for overseas duty and landed
‘at Liverpool, Englard. Upon'
the “completion of ‘inbense
combat training here they
were ‘transferred to an-air-’
'd:%m in France. This was
where "Oscar’ famed "symbol
of - death" amscot ro:yu:he

first chance ﬁo swing his”
‘scythe in *the fom of *wo
hundred - apd thirty-eiont
(238)  combat  missions
against the Bognea. Includ~-
ed in these strikes over
Turope were mmnaixsance %
artillery adjustment, hison

5 SCIADION OBSERVES

| border patrol,

the e Forces y
S e 1At 3quadrc-n re*urn
to *he United Stabesson ‘.‘ihe
276h of April, 1919, They "
were - placed - on-an inactive
ghatiie from-192h witil 1929,
she Tirst ssven}r s.of op-
eration for +he "Urim-
pers“ were days of experis=
ment and hard. wqu alon '?é;r
*m‘ih ) 1-}
yThe squadrou: was reachi=
wﬁ*eﬂ as a nucleus of‘ 5 1e "d
Attack Grevp in 1929, 4
mission of Yhe Group ab *-ha"'
time  was’ expermﬂnfa*ion, :
~and. - mail
‘carrying for *the 1,5, Govern-
ment, They also. p&r&icipat-
ed in mmemus air revj,qtra
‘for the benefi* of high—ra.nl!-
ing. awemmen*‘ officials,in
clm{ed _amonz ‘these. vas ap.
‘aerial _ demonsration for
high Jana.nes\.

Foree,-

- _When the, thunderneaé_,of
Wworld, War II broke ah Pea.rl
‘Tarbot on December: 7th, 1
*he 13th Squadron was sha=
tioned at Savamnah Air Force
Base, Oeorgia. The - "Grim_

ﬁeapersﬂ once agam rla‘burna&

off‘ircmp of |
‘the Imperial Japanese Air |

Jan‘uasl:r
‘\iha*- _rafe@.

were in Aus=
s*‘ar"‘od

| At¥ack _bomber. and ’fha;
itchell bomber,
‘squadron wrecked dea‘?h and

.des*ruction  on the Imperial
Japa.nesa fi‘orces at every
encounter.

6%h, 192, marked the firsh
in the long lire of at*acks
that were
fiye  war years. With their
ks to themll‘hhﬁl*ih'
quadron, as a part of |
:animible % Bamb Group,

forces at Port oresby which'
covld hav-~  teen Yhe idpor-

tralia and world ccxI;ueﬁ 7
From here they carried on up
through. the islands to their
\llt'.’l:mﬁtﬂ gDﬂ-..--Jam. In""
cluded in . the long list of

;"ﬂ G'Pm'hapging stones were

'Solomom yilem
Rornio
Philippirea, Formosa ,Gcimm.

‘and comba" missions, These'
‘weré carried out mostly in
*he Saint Mihiel and m-,usp-
Argomne ' drives where the
Ai‘liu ‘*m engaved i push=’
in,_, ‘?ha Gamans O‘I.‘I'E bf
-*l'heae ';'aiom puot-a flew—
with “*he aidﬁf a fedther,a
ghatuette, “or some “Ether”
good luck ‘charm-—-the De=
Havilland Dith-B- attaok bi-
pl;and' o b e s
“These so-called om*ies,
comparison te ‘our preeeh‘b
day 'planes of the jJet era
stood up nobly in *he rm£
World War and were the fore-

e

runners of our air r v to=
dayn The dlﬂ'Dﬂ; “bhat-
these first pﬂhﬁ of the

15th piloted were eraditad.

‘us.tb m@ﬁﬂgﬁ

png%’*wgh -conpared: Yo pre
sent-day ~ standards, bu’ﬂmlth

*he - *houzl'ﬂi ﬁhiind of the
‘pioneering spirit and  the
"wing and  prayer™ attitude
taken by *rhm-]ﬁlo*-s ‘thege

srea*est  acoomplishments of

feats shand out as one of the

IOEBWE ATD, ;&&PM

utficm-, and -Gap

Armament Department, -
States:
geanh i

-

ti?ﬂs smam;

¥he present, bime a
mission of the  "Grim Rempers" 1‘ {le
rﬁ) _ First Lisutenat Jerry J. Hunt,
formation  Officer; Major Clarence Hw.ﬂmss
tain Yonald E. Godbey', J‘Ai.'i\l*'ff’mt+

—

tine aidt

dthe meq that stand behiod
4n carrying out the
eft to righ back
' Public In-
Commanding
(Ffon*

row) Technioal Sergaanqu.J Jackson; section chief of the
who recen*‘ly‘ left for ‘l‘-he_ In:';."'d
irsf Sergaant Thmas " «-cCann, and lasgbe T

Tarmer, Line Chief. (Phots by Sg

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQO12958

dg’:'.‘: th"? x

tion fhat led up throtgh the
islands +of = the *%ﬂt .
g | %ifie.’rrmw¥M":i'

ois

| “

The Gasmata attack on Apﬁl:

to follow in the

turned back the Japanese.

tant “stepping stone to Aus- .

=g




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958






THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

- A

HEADQUARTERS
FAR EAST AIR FORCES
APO 925
Office of the Commanding General

13 July 1948
AG 201-LAST, John F. (0)
SUBJECT: Letter of Commendation

TOs Commanding General
: Fifth Air Force
AP0 710

1. To obtain operating experience in adopting Cost Control
Reporting to Far East Air Force operations, this Heddquarters
directed that a service test be conducted et Yokota Air Force
Base.

2, First Lieutenant John F Last was appointed Cost Control
Reporting Officer at Yokota and was charged with Inaugurating
and cconducting the Cost Control Reporting service test. The
initiative and ingenuity displayed by this officer inestablighing
and monitoring the service test was far beyond that normally
exercised by officers of his corresponding rank and experlience.

3. A4s a result of the service test at Yokota and the
procedures developed and recommended by Lieutenant Last for Far
Rast Air Forces operations, a Cost Control Reporting system for
all Far East Air Forces ac%ivities is now being installed.

4, I wish to commend Lieutenant Last for suberior performance
of duties while Cost Control Reporting Officer at Yokota Air
Force Base.

/s/ Ennis C. Whitehead
ENNIS C. WHITEHEAD
Lieutenant Ceneral, United States Air Force
Commanding
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CIippifig from Pacific Stars and Stripes

FEAF REORGANIZED IN PACIFIC AREAS

The Far East Air Forces' major bases in Japan, Guam,
Phillippine Islands and Okinawa have been reorganized and
are operating on a wing-base phan designed to streapiline
air activities in this part of the world, Lt General Ennis
C. Whitehead, commanding general, FEAF, anncunced today.

The wing-base organization plan has been tested for a
year at various bases in the United States and has been
adopted for Air Force implementation throughout the world
because of improved results obtained upder the new prgan-
ization plan.

This plan replaces the former organization of a combat
group and an air service group on a base and substitutes
for this organization a sipgle organization on the base
with a wing commander responsible for and contrelling all
activities., The activities under him are divided among
four assistants as follows:

A combat group, which has combat operations and training
responsibilities only. It does not have supply and hous-
keeping duties.

4 maintenance and supply group, comprising the normal
functions of those activities in functions of those activities
in support of a base and combat wing.

A medical group, comprising station hospital and related
fecilities.

An air base group, responsible for administrative fune-
tions other than suppiy and maintenance, such as civilian
personnel, administration, transportation, security, repairs
and utilities, food service, base air operations, communi-
catlons, weather service and similar base functions.

The wing-base plan centralizes responsibility for and
control of the varied activities necessary on each station
to carry out the mission of the station. It is a functional
type organization and was first implemented in Air Force
organization because of the success of this type of organi-
zational structure in the most efficient private business
firms in the United States. Functional type organization
has proven successful in various Air Depots in the United
States as well as on the Air Force Bases.
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