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13TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (L)
YOKOTA AIR FORCE BASE

13/JEC/wis
3RD BOMBARDMENT GROUP (L) P R c
APO 328 - ] "

5 February 1948
SUBJECT:

Letter of Tramnsmittal

TO: Commanding General

* United States Air Force

This history was compiled by lst Lt Jerry J Hunt with the
clerical aid of Sgt William F Shawler. Facts included in the
narrative have been compiled from reports submitted by Section
Heads, Obsesrvations not otherwise credited are bassd on the
personal knowledge and opinions of lst Lt Jerry J Hunt

P CROCKER
t Col, USAF
Commanding
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13TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (L)
YOXOTA AIR FORCE BASE
3RD BOMBARDMENT GROUP (L)
APO 328

Unit History, 1 thru 31 January 1948

The 13th Bombardment Squadron (Light) was activated at
' Kelly Field, Texas on 25 August 1917. During its 30 1/2 years
of existance, it has been designated as 104th Aero Squadron,
13th Attack Squadron and 13th Bombardment Squadrom (L), its
present designation, (1)

Due to the fact that the Army hadn't firmly gotten on its
feet during the early part of the first World War, the matter
of orgenization was rather hap-hazard. lien were assigned to
squadrons without regard to their qualifications. At Kelly
Field on 25 Aucust 1917, the enlisted men were lined up and
after the first one hundred fifty men had been counted off, they
' were named the 104th Aero Sguadron and assigned as such. This first
squadron was commanded by Lt Carson with Sergeant Pearce as
First Sergeent. (1)

This Squadron went oversess in December 1917 and returned
to the United States in June 1919.

The 104th disembarked &t Liverpool, IZngland and was assigned
to English flying schools. The relation between English officers
and men and the Americans was exceptionally good. During this
time, the mschanics were working on Camels, Pups, Avros, SE-5's
Rolls Hoyce, DH-6 Handley Page and E.E. two engine planes.
History has it that these mechanics could remove an engine
from a plane st the end of the day and have it ready for flight
the next morning. In July, 1918, the squadron was moved to
France, whers they stayed until returning to the United States,
June 1919. (1)

After the return of the 104ith Aero Squadron from oversess,
the organization was almost completely depleted by the wholasale
dischargs of snlisted men and officers.

The 13th Squadron (redesignated as such in March 1921) was
placed on insctive status on 20 Juns 192/ and remainsd on that
status until 17 November 1929,

(1) Unit History compiled by Capt J. N. Tolar, Historianm.
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Unit History, 13th Bombardment Sqdm (L), ‘1 - 31 Jan 1948

Commanding Officers of this organization are as follows:

Lt Carson

Lt Walters
Lt Rhodes

Lt Waters

Lt Reynolds
Capt Holcombe
Lt Harvey

25 Avgust 1917

25 September 1917
17 June 1918

2 July 1918

29 July 1918

1 August 1919
March 1921

No inflormztion available from March 1921 to 20 Juns 1924,
From June 20 1924 to 17 November 1929, this squadron was placed
on inactive status. No informetion availsble from 1929 to 1942.

Cept James Orr
Major Herman Lowrey
Major Alex Zvanoff
Major H, V. Maull
Major D. M. Conlay
Major Arthur Small
Capt T. G, Fetch
Gapt A, E, Baucom
Cept R, L, Walker
Capt MaclLellan

Capt M, W, Fisher
Capt F, M, Mclullen
Capt W, F, Mdughan
Hajor A. P. Burris
Major T. J, Frice
Lt Col J, P, Crocker

19 January 1942
2 April 1942

25 May 1942

B5 November 1942
4 May 1943

12 October 1943
13 October 1943
2 Dacsmber 1943
22 Aug 1944

14 April 1945

& Novembsr 1945
28 Narch 1946

1 July 1946

28 August 1946
21 April 1947
22 Sept 1947
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13TH BOMBAHDMENT SQUADRON (L) RGM/wfs
YOKOTA AIR FORCE BASE
3RD BOMBARDMENT GROUP (L)
‘ APO 326

31 January 1948
SUBJECT: lonthly Summary of Events, Headquarters Section

TO: Commanding Officer
Yokota Air Force Base
3rd Bombardment Group (L)
APO 328
Attn: Historical Officer

1. In compliance with Regulation 45-1, Yokota Army Air
Base, dtd 22 April 1947, the following summary of events for
the Headguarters Section is submitted f'or the month of
January 1948,

2. As of the date of the report, the perscnnel in the
headquarters section were:

Lt Col John F Crocker Commanding Officer
Capt Hichard G Mendrop Ad jutant

2nd Lt FKobert J Temple Aszistant Ad jutant
Capt Stanley R Thomas Supply Officer
F/tgt James T Honsaker First Sergeant
Sgt William F Bhawler Clerk Typist

Pfe Carroll B Williams Jr Clerk Non-Typist

3. 4s of 1 Jan 1948, the mcrning report strength was
26 Officers and 87 Enlis%ed lien, There were no changes in
Officer strength during the month. We gained eight Enlisted
Men druing the month, Cpl Massey, A. E., T/Sgt Bell, C.E.,
Cpl Pundy, A.L., Pfc Clark, E.A., Pfc Gay, E.E., Pfc Horine,
W.H., Pfc Ricks, J.F., and Pvt Schlink, A.G. There were
two losses, £/5Sgt Lucas, D.E. and Pvt KHeed, J.R,., This
brings our strength as of 31 Jan 46 to 103 Enlisted llen
and 26 Officers.

4. A1l personnel in the squadron were transferred to
the Department of the Air Force with the exception of three
men, who remain assigned to the Department of the Army.
These are Pfc Evers, E.J., Pvt Turbeville, C.R. and Pvt
Whitmore, K.G., all of whom are performing duty with the
Ease Dispensary.
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13TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (L) =~ CLM/wfs
YOKOTA AIR FORCE BASE
3KD BOMBARDMENT GROUF (L)
APQ 328

31 Jenuary 1948

SUBJECT: Monthly Summary of Events, Communications Section

TO: Historical Officer
Yokota Air Force Base
3rd Bombardment Group (L)
APO 328

1. In compliance with Regulation 45-1, 3l4th Composite Wing, dtd
2 Dec 1946, the following summary of events for the Communications
Section is submitted for the month of January.

2. The communications section personmel for the month of Jenuary
were as follows:

Capt Clarence L Martindale Communications Officer

3. All communications preflights and inspections are being per-
formed by Service Group personnel. The squadron has no equipment or
facilities for squadron maintenance.

L. New VHF sets have been received and put in some of the air-
eraft. All of the old sets will be in for repair soon. HNo time has
been lost during the month due to faulty commmications sguipment.

5, HNew VHF covers have been made and are expected to prevent many
radio failures when the rainy seasen arrives.

6. All throttle microphone switches are now in operation with
the exception of two aireraft. The necessary parts are on reguisition.

Y g - ; ;F?if
(. T Lo
CLARENCE L MARTINDALE
Capt, USAF

Communications Officer
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13th Bembardment Sguadren (L)
YOKOTA AIR BASE
3rd Hembardment Greup (L)
APO 328

3147 . 27 Jeanuary 1948
SUBJECT: Menthly Summary ef Bvents, l3th Semb Sg (L), Bngineering Sectien

T0: Histerical Officer
Yeketa 4ir base
3rd Beabardment Greup (L)
APQO 328

1, In cempliance with Yeketa Air Base Regulatien 45-1, dated 22 Apr 47,
ithe fellewing Summary of Events fer the tnginssring Sectien, 13th seab Sq (L?,
ig submitted fer the menth ef January 1948.

R —
2. The Key Persennel ef the Sectien are as feollews:
. Engineering Officer Capt. Parry L Thomas
Asst, Engineering Officer Lt., Chester . Serensen
Cemmunications Oificer Capt. Clarance L Martindale
Supply Ufficer Lt. Herman L Crim
3. | The present strength of this sectien is as fellews:
Officers: 4
Enlisted Men: _B1
Tetal 65
a, Thirty (30) men are en lean te "PLi", Cemparcd te an autherized
gtrength of sixty- eme (61), this sectien is up te full strength,
T/sgt. Bell and Pfe, Ricks have been sdded te the Engineering Sectien and at
present are woerking em 4-26 aireraft. ‘
. b. The fellewing named men are Assist. Crew- Chiefs en the Squadren
aircraft for "On the Jeb Training", which in the future will make thesCrew- chiefs.
. Cpl. Rey E Davis Pfc., Miles Eelflewer
Cpl. Glenn Brewer Ffe, Jeseph Hicks
Pfc. James S Cacile _ Pfe. Denald Watsoen

4e Om 16 Junuary 1948, aircraft #44-34296 which had been in the
Squadren enly ene (1) menth had & nese gear side brace failurs resulting in a
check- up te see shat all of the Sguadren Aircraft have the Technical Order
01-404J =64 dated 16 July 1945 cemplied with. 411 the dircraft in this ergenizatien
have the Technical Order Ql-40AJ-04, cemplied with new.

5. Assigned Aircraft & Type:

A-26B - 13
A-26C 3
B=257 I

Total 17
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BASIC CONTD: Menthly Summary ef Events, did 27 January 1948

6, This ergenizatien hus flewn 596:20 heurs fer the menth ef
d L a

Januery 1948, up until this dete.
GAY oy 40

ENGINELRING CFFICKR
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