Allied Air Force Attack and Reconnaissance Reports 16 November 1942 to 22 January 1943, during the campaign for Buna-Gona on the north coast of New Guinea.  

These notes of air missions were made during research for my book on the Buna-Gona campaign, ‘To The Bitter End’ published in Australia.

The notes made from the official Allied Air Forces reports at the Australian War Memorial archives.  Some detail from other records and post-war books was inserted.

Unless fighter units were mentioned in these reports as flying on attack or reconnaissance missions or escorts, fighter operations as such are not included.

A perusal of these entries seems to indicate that some squadrons flew most of the operations, and others flew only a few.  This could be explained by lack of parts and maintenance problems, weather at some bases, or the policy of sending aircraft from all squadrons in a Group, but in the mission report the force was nominally designated as flown by a particular squadron, depending on the rank of the senior pilot.  It seems some copies of reports did not survive, or some squadrons did not send in the requisite forms after a mission.  However, it is difficult to accept that higher HQ would allow this to go on.  It could be that all efforts were concentrated on getting available aircraft airborne, regardless of squadron.  After July 1942, the 8th Bomb Squadron 3rd Attack Group supplied aircraft and crews to make up the numbers for other squadrons in the 3AG, and the 8th did not fly as a squadron until 1943. 

There are some B-25 missions that are unidentified as to unit, and some almost certainly were for the 13th and 90th Squadrons, but as the 22nd and 38th Bomb Groups also operated the B-25, this detail must be checked from another source.  

Included are some B-17 reconnaissance missions flown by Pilot Officer (2Lt) Esler RAAF, who flew with the 43rd Bomb Group, to indicate the duration of the lone recon flights and the area covered by them, and RAAF participation in US units.  Lone B-17s and B-24s were out almost every day and night.  

The effect of the weather becomes obvious from the mass of reports, and on some days few aircraft could operate over the northern coast of New Guinea. 

Claims for sinkings by 5AF squadrons were greatly exaggerated, especially at night.  Admitted or confirmed Japanese losses are inserted as applicable in the notes below.   

The accepted method of recording Japanese losses in history books is: first, those claimed destroyed; second, the probably destroyed; and third the damaged, presented as, for example, 1-3-5, for one destroyed, three probably destroyed and five damaged.

A sortie is one flight by one aircraft.  An operation (RAAF) or mission (US) is the planned despatch of one or a number of aircraft against a target or on a particular duty.  

AA = anti-aircraft gun or gunfire;  CAVU = ceiling absolute visibility unlimited;

NTR = Nothing To Report;  RTU = returned to unit/base; SSF = single seat fighter. 

3rd Attack Group squadrons are in Bold.

16 November 1942-22 January 1943


16 November 1942

time
aircraft
unit
bomb load
target

weather
comment

07.05
2 Beaufighters 30Sqn RAAF: strafe canoes; one Beau received 2 bullet holes.

08.00
5 B-26 19BS 22BG: 2x2,000-lb, 12x500-lb enemy supplies Buna area;






 visibility unlimited.


6 B-25 13BS 3AG: 29x500-lb; Buna area; 10 hit ground, 19 in the sea; visibility 





unlimited.

08.35
3 A-20 89BS 3AG: 6 barges Sanananda, silence AA positions Giruwa.

09.20
2 Beaus 30 Sqn RAAF: strafe.

12.20
3 Bostons 22 Sqn RAAF: 80x20-lb bombs; 16 hit stern of wreck off Waytoto Pt; 




visibility 15-20 miles; weather coming from north.

12.36
3 B-25s 405BS 38BG: 24x100-lb; all in target area; weather closing in

12.45
2 Beaus 30 Sqn RAAF: strafe.


5 B-25 90BS 3AG: 60x100-lb; No. 12982 direct hit in port engine, shot down, 




crashed Buna Mission area, 6 men killed.

13.05
3 B-25 71BS 38BG: 36x100-lb; all in target area; rain.

13.29
4 B-25 90BS 3AG: 48x100-lb; AA Soputa, hit target; scattered cu 2-5,000 feet.

14.05
3 B-25 71BS 38BG: 36x100-lbs; all in target area.

15.00
3 B-25 71BS 38BG: 36x100-lb all in target area; at 700 feet; ceiling 1,500 feet, 



visibility 3/10 mile.

18.00
6 B-26 33BS 22BG: 25x300-lb; hit water, beach target area; cloud base 4,000 ft.

no time 1 B-25 13BS 3AG: 12x100-lb, reconnaissance, bombed huts; clear to 13,000 



feet, visibility unlimited.

Summary: 56 sorties; 2x2,000, 29x500, 25x300, 252x100, 80x20-lb bombs expended.  Medical unit of Capt Yasuda’s unit destroyed, ‘heaviest air raid ‘ experienced by 14 Pioneer Unit.  Colonel Meehan, CO 90BG, lost on night mission to Rabaul; Larson crew, 400BS 90BG, lost on this mission.  Photos of Rabaul area showed 43 ships at Rabaul, and 21 at Buin and Buka.  


17 November 1942

04.30
1 B-24 to Rabaul  (no other detail).

06.00
1 B-24
 (no unit): 6x500-lb dropped on Rabaul; 3 hits on large ship; saw 50 ships 



at Rabaul.

09.07
8 B-25 71 & 405 BS 38BG: 8 P40Es: attack Lae at 250 feet, cloud base 6,300 ft, 



silenced AA position; aircraft damaged #707, 708, 893, 



#904, 971.

10.00
5 B-26 2 & 19BS 22BG: 58x100-lb Gona; 3 Nells & 5 Zekes seen, attacked by 


B-26s for 20 miles along coast; no hits; ceiling 8,000 feet, visibility 


unlimited.

12.13
6 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: attack Lae; 1 Sally, 1 Zeke left burning, others hit; 


ceiling 6,000 feet, visibility unlimited.

13.15
3 B-25s attack Gasmata airfield  (no other detail).

Summary: 24 sorties flown, 6x500-lb, 58x100-lb and presumably other bombs dropped, 6 on a ship for 3 hits claimed.  90BG ordered off operations and to continue training. 


18 November 1942

04.00
2 B-25 71BS 38BG: attack Lae airfield; bad weather, thunderstorms.

04.47
2 B-25 405BS 38BG: Lae airfield; clear over Lae, but rain out from Buna.

-----
7 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: Lae airfield with US a/c; A19-4 hit in tail, bellyland

08.27
6 B-25 13BS 3AG: 35x500-lb, Salamaua; 3 layers cloud, at 1,000, 4,000, 7,000 


feet, visibility 20 miles between layers.

12.30
7 B-17s, no unit noted; 56x500-lb 2xDestroyers, 1xCruiser 50nm SW Gasmata, 


no hits; scattered clouds, base 1,000 feet, rain squalls on entire 


route.

12.45
4 B-26 408BS 22BG: 16x500-lb Cape Endiadere-Buna; cloud to water between 


coast and Lae, Buna scattered cloud, base 2-4,000 feet.

18.30
2 B-17 64BS 43BG: 12x500-lb, 2xDestroyers; 7 Zekes attacked, frontal attacks, 


claimed 0-2-1 Zekes.

21.20
6 B-17 63BS 43BG: 46x500-lb; 2xDestroyers, 1xCruiser; 3 direct hits, cruiser 


had eight secondary explosions; Lt Lewis Anderson hit cruiser, Lt 


Bill O’Brien sank a destroyer; 1 mile north-east of Gona; cloud 


1,500 feet.  Destroyer Umikaze confirmed sunk in Jap records.

Catalinas of RAAF flew to Bougainville

Summary: 36 sorties flown, total 165x500-lb, and presumably other bombs, dropped; 114 on ships, claim five hits and one ship sunk.  Recon photos show 337 Japanese aircraft in the arc from Celebes to the Solomons.  4 Sqn RAAF began operational flying with Wirraways, low level recon and artillery spotting.   Japanese III Bn 229 Regiment arrived by destroyer at Buna, with 300 reinforcements for 144 Regt, part of I Bn 41 Regt, artillery and other units, total 1,500 men.

No missions recorded for 19 or 20 November 1942

Bad weather kept almost all flights on the southern side of the Owen Stanley Ranges.  Air supply flights and fighter sweeps or patrols were not listed in the Attack and Reconnaissance reports. 


21 November 1942

04.13
1 B-17 64BS, 41-9011 Lt Adams/PO Esler RAAF: armed recon Wewak-



Gasmata, 9hrs35min in daylight.

07.40
12 A-20 89BS 3AG: 223x30-lb parafrag; Buna airfield, hits on AA position; one 


A-20 crashland at Pongani R., wing, aileron, engine hit; one A-20 


crashland at 
base, damaged nose and left engine; cloud base 


5,000 feet, visibility good.

07.45
12 B-25, 13 & 90BS 3AG: 50x500-lb, Buna airfield; 30 bombs in target area; 


fighter escort report no bombs on runway, rest in water on each 


side.

11.10
3 A-20 89BS: 120x20-lb parafrag; supply areas Sanananda; 4/10 cloud at 4,000 


feet, visibility 20 miles.

11.50
3 A-20 89BS: 120x20-lb parafrag, Sanananda; cloud base 4,000 feet.

13.25
1 B-24 403BS 90BG: Buin-Faisi; set two of 12 bombers at Buka afire.

15.45
6 B-25 13 & 90BS 3AG: 30x500-lb; Buna airfield & bridge; 17 bombs missed, 13 


hit on AA & bridge.

15.47
7 A-20s 89BS 3AG: 200x20-lb parafrags Buna; cloud base 3,000 feet, visibility 


unlimited.

Summary: 44 sorties flown, for a total of 80x500-lb, 223x30-lb, 440x20-lb bombs dropped; none on ships.  1x500-lb bomb from a B-25 fell into the US 3rd Bn 128th Regiment, killing four and wounding two.  The US 1st Bn 128th had 6 killed and 12 wounded by 20-lb bombs from the A-20s at 15.47.


22 November 1942

11.01
1 B-17#001 403BS: 4x500-lb; Lae airfield, 28 aircraft seen on the ground; cloud 


base 1,500 ft over most of the area.

12.55
9 A-20 89BS: 320x20-lb; Sanananda; cloud base 2,500 ft.

14.15
6 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: Lae airfield; shot down one Zero taking off, Zekes 

chased A19-36, hits, hydraulics shot out, bellyland at base, clouds 8/10 

at 1,500 ft.

14.28
7 B-26 408BS 22BG: 20x500-lb Buna, photos taken, 14 bombs in water, 6 in 

coconuts; airfield unserviceable.


B-17s attacked the ships but details not noted in this collection of reports.

17.30
9 A-20s 89BS 3AG: with Beaufighters, 180x20-lb on Lae; 6 Zeros attacked, 3 to each 

of US and RAAF formations; intense AA barrage 5-10 ft above tree level.

17.30
6 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: strafe Lae, aircraft and barges; radios were 


jammed.

18.25
3 B-17s 65BS 43BG: Lae; ships and airfield; #536 shot down by ship AA; cloud 

base 1,500 ft, storms to 15,000 ft.

19.33
9 B-25 90BS 3AG: 44x500-lb; attack two warships, 1 hit on stern.

22.15
4 B-25 13BS 3AG: 7x500-lb; Lae; cloud base 3,000 ft, rain.

Summary: At least 54 sorties were flown, for a total of at least 75x500-lb, 500x20-lb bombs dropped, at least 44x500-lb on ships for 1 hit claimed.  Two Japanese fighter pilots of 252 Kokkutai listed as KIA this date. 


23 November 1942


RAAF Catalinas went to Kavieng, New Ireland.

03.30
1 B-17 64BS:  41-9011, Lt Adams/PO Esler RAAF, recon Moresby-Buna-Lae-

Moresby, 8hrs 40min.

13.30
4 A-20 89BS 3AG: 140x20-lb Sanananda Point; cloud base 500 ft, tops 800 ft.

16.00
4 B-26 408BS 22BG: 12x500-lb Sanananda Point, clouds broken at 9,000 ft.

Summary: Eight sorties flown, 12x500-lb, 140x20-lb bombs dropped.  Recon photos show 371 Japanese aircraft available in the region.  One bomb load fell inside Australian infantry positions; no casualties caused. 


24 November 1942

04.00
3 B24 321BS 90BG: 12x1,000-lb, Lae, bombed from 7,500 ft; all three had minor 

damage from AA;  aircraft no’s #3869, #3716, #3752.

05.15
7 B-26 22 BG: 60x100-lb, 336x20-lb, scattered cumulus 9,000 ft.

07.20
10 A-20 89BS 3AG: 366x20-lb, Sanananda, bombed from 60 and 1,200 ft; 

ceiling and visibility unlimited (CAVU) at target.

08.00
9 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: strafe Sanananda Pt, VU at target.

08.00
7 B-17 65BS 43BG: 56x500-lb, Sanananda Point.

08.00
12 P-40 7FS: Buna, one shot down by MG, crashland 3 miles SE Buna Creek, 

ceiling 14,000 ft, VU.

08.37
5 B-17 63BS 43BG: 35x500-lb, Sananana Pt, all bombs on target,  VU at target.

09.00
20 B-25 13 & 90BS 3AG: 94x500-lb, Sanananda, a/c #515 hit, cloud building, 

base at 16,000 ft, rain in mountains.

10.34
3 A-20 89BS 3AG: 128x20-lb, Sananada Pt, CAVU at target, scattered cumulus 

over mountains.

10.50
6 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: Sanananda, B-17s interrupted attack on AA 

aimed at B-17s; 8/10 cloud at 3,000 ft.

10.55
13 B-17 63 & 65BS 43BG: 8x500-lb, 224x100-lb, Sanananda Point, VU.

13.50
15 B-25 13 & 90BS 3AG: 117x100-lb, Gona, saw crashed P-40 SE Buna Creek.

13.55
12 P-39/P-400 40FS: strafe Buna-Gona, VU at target.

23.00
13 B-17s 63 & 65BS 43BG: 8x500-lb, 96x50-lb, attack 2 destroyers, 1 cruiser 

near Lae, 1 destroyer hit near stern, secondary explosions, ship burning 

fiercely.

23.20
RAAF Catalinas saw the destroyers near Lae, and one ship in flames

Sunnary: 139 sorties were flown, a total of 193x500-lb, 343x100-lb, 830x20-lb bombs, dropped, including 104 on ships, for 1 hit, which sank.  The destroyer sunk was Hayashio, 2,033 tons, of the Asashio Class.  The P-39 strafing mission hit the US infantry.  50 bombs hit the Japanese labor unit Takasago unit, 10 KIA, 24 WIA.


25 November 1942

00.20
20 B-25 13 & 90BS 3AG: one B-25 attacked with 5x500-lb a cruiser off Tami Is., 

ship halted by two hits 10 ft off bows, for 25 minutes; crew also saw the 

destroyer burning, explode and sink; clouds down to 500ft, thunderheads, 

rain.

00.45
10 Beauforts 100Sqn RAAF: attack destroyers off Huon with torpedos and 


bombs; one bomb hit on stern.

10.30
4 P-38s 39FS: bomb Lae; one Zeke destroyed by bomb splash, claimed by 

Faurot.

16.00
6 B-24 90 BG: dropped 30x1,000-lb and 10x20-lb on Lae.


RAAF Catalinas to Buka, Bougainville island, Solomons.

Summary: At least 40 sorties flown, 30x1,000-lb, 5x500-lb, 10x20-lb bombs, five on ships, for claims of two near misses, reportedly for 1 destroyer sunk, but this was for the previous day, and refers to Hayashio. 


26 November 1942

07.30
7 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: strafe MGs and runway Buna; cloud base 7,000 ft.

07.50
15 P-40 7FS: 15x300-lb on Buna; Lt Burnett shot down; cloud base 7,000 ft.

09.06
5 Boston 22 Sqn RAAF: 108x20-lb, Buna airfield, A28-22 shot down at 300 ft, 3 

others damaged.

09.30
5 B-25 405BS 38BG: 12x500-lb, Buna airfield; cloud base 2,000 ft.

10.38
7 B-26 408BS 22BG: 16x500-lb, on ship off Salamaua; clouds at 6,000 ft.

11.06
3 A-20 89BS 3AG: 40x20-lb, Buna airfield; VU at target.

11.25
3 A-20 89BS 3AG: 100x20-lb, Buna airfield; VU at target.

11.29
3 A-20 89BS 3AG: 119x20-lb, Buna airfield, VU at target.

15.10
6 A-20 89BS 3AG: 107x20-lb on Buna airfield.

15.55
12 B-25 71BS 38BG: 12x500-lb, Buna airfield; 9 return to base due to weather, 

clouds on mountain tops.

Summary; 66 sorties flown, 40x500-lb, 15x300-lb, 474x20-lb bombs dropped.  Wirraways of 4 Sqn RAAF flew 4 sorties spotting fall of shot for the artillery at Buna, and received commendations for this work.   


27 November 1942

04.53
11 B-25 71 & 405BS 38BG: 8x500-lb, Lae; 9 returned to base; thunderheads, 

rain, ceiling 300 ft.

08.00
8 B-26 408BS 22 BG: 32x500-lb on Buna bridge; scattered cloud at 4,000 ft, 

showers, visibility 8 miles.

11.47
10 B-26s 22 BG: 32x500-lb, at 30 minute intervals, to 15.06 hrs, attacked Buna; 

visibility 6-8 miles.

16.50
1 B-26 22 BG: engaged by 7 Zekes, made 3 attacks, B-26 dodged into clouds.

Summary: 21 sorties completed, 72x500-lb bombs dropped.  Japanese at Buna reported no damage from the B-26 attack. 


28 November 1942

09.45
6 B-24 320BS 90BG: 71x500-lb on Gona wreck, three hits.

16.05
7 B-26 19 & 33BS 22 BG: 24x500-lb, Buna; scattered cloud, visibility 60 miles.

19.20
7 A-20 89BS 3AG: 27x23-lb Lae, scattered cloud 5,500 ft, VU.

19.20
4 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF strafed with A-20s.

Summary: 24 sorties flown, 27x23-lb dropped, 95x500-lb, of which 71 were aimed at the stationary wreck, for 3 hits. 


29 November 1942

03.15
11 B-25 71 & 405BS 38BG: 1032x20-lb, Lae; 72 into sea, 144 short, 176 


unobserved, 144 brought back, 640 into target; visibility poor.

05.52
1 A-20 89BS 3AG: 40x20-lb, Lae; 8 others turned back due to weather.


5 Beaufighters 30Sqn RAAF, strafe Lae with A-20; CAVU at target.

07.57
6 B-17 65BS 43BG: 48x500-lb, Gona; scattered cloud, VU.

09.30
12 P-40 7FS: 22x300-lb, Buna-Gona, perfect weather.

11.03
3 Bostons 22 Sqn RAAF: Gona; A28-20 hit by ground fire, blew up.

11.15
3 A-20 89BS 3AG: 97x20-lb, Gona; scattered cloud, visibility good.

12.55
6 B-17 64BS 43BG: 48x500-lb on 3 destroyers, one seen on fire, and listing; 1 

hit twice; VU. 


B-17 41-9011, Lt Crowell/PO Esler RAAF, 5hrs 25min reconnaissance flight.

18.18
5 B-17 65BS 43BG: 40x500-lb on four destroyers 18 miles NE C. Gloucester; 2 

near miss; due to turbulence over New Guinea, B-17 #557 became 

unserviceable, 2 crew injured; fell from 21,000 ft to 13,000 ft.

19.00
6 B-24 319BS 90BG: attack destroyers; 5 saw nothing, return with bombs; one 

attacked Lae.

Summary: 58 sorties flown, total of 136x500-lb,  22x300-lb, 1,125x20-lb bombs dropped, with 88 on ships, for claims of 2 hits.  Destroyer Shiratsuyu hit by one bomb in attack by 64BS, but still able to make 21 knots; destroyer Makigumo had engine room fire started by a near miss in the attack by 65BS.  The ships turned back to Rabaul.  At Gona, HQ Yamasaki Company was destroyed by bombs.  416 Japanese aircraft counted on reconnaissance photos of airfields in the region. 


30 November 1942

06.34
2 Hudsons RAAF: attack Gona wreck, 1 hit, 1 near miss.

07.30
5 B-26 19 & 33 BS 22BG: 20x500-lb, on Buna.

13.18
11 B-25 71 & 405BS 38BG: 792x20-lb on Buna.

16.30
4 B-26 19BS 22BG: 24x250/300-lb, Buna, #1428 had 16 holes from AA, cloud 

base 5,000 ft, visibility 15 miles.

18.00
2 B-25 71 &405BS 38BG: 12x250/300-lb, Buna; rain over mountain ranges.

Summary: 26 sorties; 20x500-lb, 24x250/300-lb, 792x20-lb bombs in support of land attack.  US P-40s claimed 8 Zeros for loss of two P-40s; Jap records admit loss of 2 Zeros from 582 Ku.  



1 December 1942


RAAF Catalinas to Kahili, Solomons.

02.25
2 Hudsons 6 Sqn RAAF: 8x250-lb, Buna.

08.45
4 B-26 19BS 22BG: 28x300-lb, Buna.

09.45
1 B-17 64BS: 41-2645 Lt Crowell/PO Esler RAAF, Moresby-Gasmata, 

6hrs10min.

12.45
14 P-400 41FS: strafe gunners Buna-Gona.

13.40
6 B-25 405BS 38BG: 51x100-lb, Buna, 21 bombs into sea or dropped on ‘safe’ 

due to faults; rain over mountains, target clear weather.

13.40
6 A-20 89BS 3AG: 160x20-lb, Buna.

14.45
5 B-17 43BG: 40x500-lb, attack 4 destroyers, no hits; fighter attacks, 4 B-17s 

holed, claimed 4-2-0 fighters

17.30
6 B-25s 71BS 38BG: 49x100-lb, attack 4 destroyers, 1 hit, 3 misses; fighter 

attacks, 1 B-25 lost, claim 1-2-1 fighters; CAVU at target.

18.15
6 B-24s 319BS 90BG: 12x1,000-lb, 48x500-lb, 4 destroyers, no hits, 15 Zekes 

attacked, claimed 5-1-some damaged; all 6 B-24s hit by AA or fighters.

18.40
4 B-24 400BS 90BG: 36x500-lb, attack 4 destroyers approaching Buna; no hits, 

saw B-25 crash near Musa R.

19.15
6 B-24 321BS 90BG: 72x500-lb, 4 destroyers; 1 hit, 1 near miss.

19.25
6 B-24 320BS 90BG: 72x500-lb, 4 destroyers; 1-2 hits, 4-5 near misses.

Summary: 65 sorties flown; 12x1,000-lb, 268x500-lb, 36x250/300-lb, 100x100-lb, 160x20-lb bombs dropped, of which 329 were on ships, for claims of 4 hits & 8 near misses.  Only destroyer Isonami suffered a near miss.  But the convoy arrived, unloaded III Battalion 170 Regiment, plus other soldiers, artillery and ammunition, and returned to Rabaul.  General Kenney claimed ‘terrific casualties’  but it was a baseless claim, as he had no firm evidence for this.  Ammunition at HQ area, Buna, blown up by bombing.  The Crosson B-24 crew of 321BS 90BG lost over Cape York, Australia; 3 survivors.



2 December 1942



RAAF Catalinas harrassed Buna area.

00.00
3 Hudsons RAAF: 12x250-lb, bombed Buna strip area; no ships seen, but fires, 

flashes and barges.

00.10
2 B-17 64BS 43BG: 16x500-lb, on convoy, Buna, no hits.

00.40
4 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: attack destroyers, saw explosion, debris in the air 

from bomb or torpedo; cloud base 2,000 ft.

0.45
5 Bostons 22 Sqn RAAF: 2x250-lb, 6x500-lb; destroyers off Buna; saw red flash 

like ship exploding, no hits claimed; believed there were 6 ships, last 

seen going north from Buna; 1 Boston crashed, 1 could not find the ships, 

1 could not release bombs.

00.55
3 Beauforts 100 Sqn RAAF: 3xMk13 torpedos; no claims, saw ships unloading.

01.00
4 B-17s 65BS 43BG: 24x500-lb, destroyers off Buna; saw two explosions; nil 

hits claimed;  B-17 #194 crashed into hill at 7-Mile on return to Moresby.

02.45
2 B-24 321BS 90BG: 22x300-lb, destroyers north-north-west of Buna, bombed 

from 3,500 ft, no hits.

05.00
9 B-25 71/405BS 38BG: 12x100-lb, Buna area.

06.35
6 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: strafe Buna-Gona, 2 barges sunk, each of 20 

Japanese aboard, Gona wreck strafed.

06.45
4 Hudsons 6 Sqn RAAF: 16x250-lb, attack Gona wreck; CAVU at target, but out 

to sea were thunderstorms.

07.10
12 P-400 41FS: 4 P-400 strafe guns at Buna, hit gun crews & AA positions.

08.20
6 Bostons 22 Sqn RAA: 229x20-lb, Buna, 4 a/c holed by MG fire; CAVU at 

target.

08.25
2 B-17 64BS 43BG: 6x500-lb, on destroyers, no hits; 6 Zeros attacked, claimed 

0-1-2 Zeros.

10.00
6 A-20s 89BS 3AG: 240x20-lb, Buna, 4 aircraft holed by MG fire.

10.00
2 Wirraways 4 Sqn RAAF: strafed 20 barges at Sanananda Pt.

Summary: 68 sorties flown, but it appears no more missions were flown after 10.00 a.m.  Bombs expended were 52x500-lb, 22x300-lb, 30x250-lb, 12x100-lb, 3 torpedos, 469x20-lb; of which 79 were on ships, for claims of possible hit/s - explosions and debris.  Australian 2/14th Battalion strafed by a Wirraway; a Beaufighter strafed some men of the Australian 39th Battalion, 4 WIA before mistake realised. 



3 December 1942


5 RAAF Catalinas to Kavieng, New Ireland.

08.00
12 P-40 8FS: strafe Buna area.

08.36
6 A-20 89BS 3AG: 141x20-lb; Sanananda Point; 2 planes slightly damaged by 

own bombs; delayed en route by overcast, but visibility good at target.

08.45
4 Bostons 22 Sqn RAAF: 8x250-lb, 8x500-lb, bombed with 89BS; barges seen.

09.00
5 A-20 89BS 3AG: 172x20-lb, Buna mission, bomb/strafe; 1 AA gun seen blown 

out of the gun position.

09.05
5 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: strafe barges Sanananda Point.

09.20
3 B-25 405BS 38BG: 15x500-lb, Buna, fires seen; 3 other B-25s could not find 

target, returned with bombs.

----
1 B-17 403BS 43BG: attacked a submarine 73 miles south-south-east of  


Rabaul.

11.10
12 P-400 41FS: 12x500-lb, Buna bridge; cloud base 5,000 ft, thunderheads at 

300 ft, rain inland. 

Summary: 53 sorties flown, 35x500-lb, 8x250-lb, 313x20-lb bombs dropped. 



4 December 1942

01.45
9 B-17 63BS 43BG: 24x500-lb, airfields Lae-Salamaua; 1 B-17 believed lost 

over Buna.

08.15
6 A-20 89BS 3AG: 186x20-lb, Buna; CAVU at target.

13.50
4 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: Sanananda, strafed small groups of Japs, barges; 

weather 10/10 cloud over the ranges.


5 Bostons 22 Sqn RAAF: 10x500-lb, 10x250-lb; Sanananda; 1 a/c lost formation 

over mountains, missing.

Summary: 24 sorties flown, 34x500-lb, 10x250-lb, 186x20-lb bombs dropped.  


5 December 1942

04.00
5 B-24 320BS 90BG: 69 clusters 20-lb, 7,200-lb of bombs, in two attacks on 

Kavieng, fires seen to be started.

04.59
3 B-24 320BS 90BG: unspecified number of clusters of 20-lb, Kavieng.

09.45
9 B-25 71 & 405BS 38BG: 43x500-lb, Buna mission; 26 in target, results 


unobserved, photo interpretation reported 4 AA positions destroyed; 3 

aircraft damaged by shrapnel; visibility excellent.

15.05
8 B-25 71/405BS: 40x500-lb, 30 in target, 2 big fires, 1 AA gun destroyed.

Summary: 25 sorties; 83x500-lb, 7,200-lb of 20-lb, plus others, dropped.  1 B-25 missing on return flight over the mountains.  35 Japanese KIA by a direct hit in Sasebo 5SLP. First successful recon of Rabaul since 20 November, showed 6 cruisers, 6 destroyers, 4 other naval and 12 large transports there.  371 Japanese planes counted on photos of airfields in the region from north of Australia to Rabaul. 


6 December 1942

05.15
2 B-17 63BS 43BG: 240x20-lb, Lakunai-Rabaul; AA fired at flares, not the B-

17s; thunderstorms en route.

19.04
6 B-25 90BS 3AG: 72x100-lb, Lae airfield area, all in target area.

Summary: 8 sorties, 72x100-lb, 240x20-lb dropped.  Recon of Buin-Faisi showed 2 battleships, 8 cruisers, 12 destroyers and 5 transports there. 


7 December 1942

01.20
4 Catalinas, RAAF: to Kavieng.

07.48
1 B-17 403rd BS 43BG: 4x500-lb, on Gona wreck, missed.

08.05
1 B-17 403BS 43BG: 5x500-lb, on Gona wreck, nil hits; cloud from sea level in 

Vitiaz Straits.

10.50
6 B-25---: 65x100-lb, Buna mission, 53 in target, others in water; 2 B-25 hit by 

AA.

11.01
3 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: Buna AA, with B-25s; heavy intense AA; saw 3 

Japanese Vals hit the water; 1 Beau crashlanded, 2 others hit.

12.23
8 Wirraways, 4 Sqn RAAF: 16x250-lb, divebomb enemy emplacements Gona; 

no enemy activity seen.

13.05
4 B-17 63BS 43BG: 32x500-lb, Gasmata runway and ships; 24 aimed at ship, nil 

hits; 4 hits on runway; 20 Zekes attacked, only 4 MG hits on B-17s, 

cloudbase at 1,200 ft.

14.30
6 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: strafe Lae airfield and aircraft; AA did not fire until 

Beaus were leaving

16.30
6 B-25 90BS 3AG: 13x100-lb, 228x20-lb, Lae airfield, at 12,000 ft; heavy 


intense accurate AA; 2 Zekes attacked, with 8 passes, put two holes in 

the rear of one B-25.

Summary: 39 sorties, 41x500-lb, 16x250-lb, 78x100-lb, 228x20-lb bombs dropped, including 9x500-lb at the stationary wreck, for nil hits. Only 2 C-47 partial-loads of artillery ammunition arrived for the Australian-US forces on the northern side of the mountains.  No other transports could get through the weather.  


8 December 1942

03.35
2 RAAF Catalinas: to Gasmata.

09.15
4 A-20s 89BS 3AG: strafe AA posns Buna; intense accurate AA; 3 A-20s hit by 

MG fire, 1 crashland without hydraulics; CAVU at target.


8 B-25 90BS 3AG: 24x100, 432x20-lb, on Buna mission, Cape Endiadere; one 

B-25 destroyed by a direct hit, 3 hit by shrapnel; CAVU.

10.20
1 B-24 400BS 90BG: 4x500-lb, attack 6 destroyers St George Channel, course 

south-west, 
one near miss, one hit on stern of destroyer, engaged by 2 

Zeros, 100 cannon and MG hits on the B-24.

11.05
2 P-38 39FS: 4x1,000-lb, on Gona wreck, no hits; 2/10 cloud at target.

14.56
4 B-17 63BS 43BG: 28x500-lb, on 6 destroyers, direct hit on stern of 1; 12-15 

Zeros attacked, 1 B-17 damaged by Zeros, claimed 2-1-2 Zeros seen to 

hit the sea.

16.25
7 B-17 65BS 43BG: 56x500-lb, on 6 destroyers, 1 near miss, 10 fighters, 


maybe Oscars?, attacked, B-17s had 32 holes in one, 75 in another, 5 in 

a third, claim 5-0-1 fighters.

20.00
6 B-24 320BS 90BG: 72x500-lb, search for the 6 destroyers, not found, bombed 

Gasmata.

Summary: 34 sorties; 4x1,000-lb, 160x500-lb, 24x100-lb, 432x20-lb bombs, of which 92 aimed at ships, for claims of 2 hits and 2 near misses.  Destroyers Arashio, Isonami, Kazegumo, Makegumo  and Shiratsuyu were hit or damaged by near misses.  The ships turned back to Rabaul.   This was the convoy, which, in retrospect, was the decisive effort by the Japanese.  If these troops had been delivered, the land battle would have been affected, probably in favour of the Japanese.  At Milne Bay, eastern New Guinea, in August-September, the RAAF effort had been decisive.  Now, with this convoy sailing for Buna, the Allied air effort again was decisive.


9 December 1942

09.05
3 A-20s 89BS 3AG: 3x500-lb, Buna, AA at Gona, and Gona wreck; CAVU.

09.15
7 B-26, 19BS 22BG: 49x300-lb, Buna airstrip, photo interpretation shows bombs 

bursting in aircraft bays, 1 truck seen, only the last 3 B-26s saw AA fire.

10.35
12 P-40 7FS: 36x300-lb, on track between Sanananda-Soputa, broken cloud, 

base 2-5,000 ft.

15.40
6 Bostons 22 Sqn RAAF: 6x500-lb, 6x250-lb, Buna airstrip, 3 failed to relase 

bombs; 2/10 cloud, base 1,500 ft.

Summary: 28 sorties; 9x500-lb, 85x300-lb, 6x250-lb dropped.  Artillery fire controlled by a 4 Sqn RAAF Wirraway at Buna destroyed three Japanese AA positions.  Officers of Sasebo 5SLP were KIA by bombing, and at least 7 other Japanese KIA in III Bn 229 Regt  by bombs; ‘thought we would be blasted away, but damage is slight’, one man wrote. 


10 December 1942

No sorties recorded in this collection of reports.


11 December 1942

09.30
9 B-26 19BS 22BG: 63x300-lb, on Buna strip and mission area; large orange 

flame, smoke seen for 35 miles, ceiling 4,000 ft, occasional showers.

16.45
7 B-26 19BS 22 BG: 108x100-lb, Lae, 1 aircraft seen to explode, many small 

fires; clear weather.

17.55
6 B-25 405BS 38BG: 30x500-lb, Lae, 8 into water, 22 in target, 2 fires, AA 

silenced; broken clouds at Lae.


6 Wirraways 4 Sqn RAAF: 8x250-lb, all on enemy positions Gona; 5 hits, 2 near 

misses, 2 personnel missing, two Wirraways missing in the mountains 

due to weather.

Summary: 28 sorties; 30x500-lb, 63x300-lb, 8x250-lb, 108x100-lb bombs dropped.  Bad weather affected flights.  49 transports were scheduled to deliver supplies to Allied forces at Dobodura, but only 10 got through.  Rabaul harbour contained 1 cruiser, ten destroyers, 38 other ships; 21 more ships at Buin-Faisi.  


12 December 1942

10.25
5 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: strafe with Bostons [next].

10.30
6 Bostons 22 Sqn RAAF: 12x500-lb, 12x250-lb, on Buna; 20 bombs in mission 

area, 4 fell in water, 4/10 cloud at 800 ft.

19.50
7 B-17s 64/65BS 43BG: 56x500-lb, on Lae [no further comments.]

17.00
3 B-17 65BS 43BG: 12x500-lb Salamaua airfield; 1 B-17 damaged; visibility 20 

miles.

18.15
3 A-20 89BS: strafe barges Sanananda; CAVU.

20.40
4 Hudsons 6 Sqn RAAF: 2x250-lb and flares, harrass Buna-Gona area.

Summary: 28 sorties; 80x500-lb, 14x250-lb bombs dropped.  Only two plane loads of rations and ammunition arrived for 7th Australian Division. 


13 December 1942

09.55
3 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: barge sweep; cloudbase 1,000 ft.

10.00
9 P-40 7FS: 18x500-lb, on Buna mission; cloudbase 1,000 ft.

10.20
6 A-20 89BS 3AG: 240x20-lb, Cape Killerton; nil personnel activity seen; CAVU 

at target, but over mountains 3/10 cloud, base 7,000 ft.

10.22
1 B-24 90BG: 4x500-lb, on a destroyer or submarine.

14.25
1 B-24 320BS 90BG: 6x300-lb, on a cruiser and destroyers north-north-east 

Madang, some AA and Zekes; no hits.

16.30
5 B-26 2BS 22BG: 161x100-lb, on Gasmata, airfield appears unused for some 

time, 1 aircraft damaged.

17.50
3 B-17s 65BS 43BG: 24x500-lb, on destroyers heading for New Guinea; 2 near 

misses; Zeros attacked.

19.15
6 B-17s 64BS 43BG: 48x500-lb, on destroyers, 1 direct hit, 1 near miss.

23.05
3 B-17 64BS 43BG: 24x500-lb, on a submarine at Salamaua, New Guinea.

Summary: 37 sorties; 120x500-lb, 6x300-lb, 161x100-lb, 240x20-lb bombs, of which 106 dropped on ships, for claims of 1 hit and 1 near miss.  89 supply flights made by US and RAAF aircraft to Soputa, Dobodura and Popondetta.  The RAAF Hudsons of the special transport detachment each flew 3 supply sorties. 


14 December 1942

03.54
1 Catalina RAAF: 4x250-lb on the Japanese destroyers, nothing to report.

05.20
8 Bostons 22 Sqn RAAF: 10x500-lb, 10x250-lb, on the destroyers at mouth of 

the Mambare River, New Guinea; a near miss on one destroyer; 


cloudbase 1,200 ft.

06.00
3 B-17s ---: 24x500-lb, on destroyers off Cape Ward Hunt, missed; solid 


overcast, showers; 5 other B-17s turned back due to weather.


9 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: strafe enemy /barges near Kumusi River mouth; 

cloud in patches to sea-level.

07.30
1 B-25 90BS 3AG:1x500-lb, near miss on destroyer; attack by 8 Zekes, claim 0-

1-0, the B-25 damaged.

07.45
3 A-20 89BS 3AG: 60x20-lb, Mambare area; 1 A-20 crashland Dobodura, own 

bomb damage.

08.00
3 A-20 89BS 3AG: 108x20-lb, Mambare area.

08.15
3 A-20 89BS 3AG:120x20-lb, Mambare area.

09.00
2 A-20s 89BS 3AG: 88x20-lb, Mambare area.

09.05
6 B-24 90BG: 72x500-lb on the destroyers, no hits; 10-15 Zekes attack, 5 B-24s 

hit, claim 2-0-1 Zekes.

09.30
6 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: strafe, saw 1 cruiser & 4 destroyers off Mambare 

River mouth.

10.45
7 Bostons 22 Sqn RAAF: 13x500-lb, 13x250-lb, on Mambare area, shuttle 

service to 13.05hrs, 1 Boston hit by MG fire, 1 crash land at 7-Mile, loss 

of hydraulics.

11.01
8 B-25 405BS 38BG: 432x20-lb, Mambare area; CAVU.

11.15
3 A-20 89BS 3AG: 116x20-lb, Mambare area.

11.22
6 B-24 319BS 90BG: 24x500-lb, 48x300-lb, on the destroyers, no hits; 8 Zekes 

attacked, claim 3-0-2.

11.25
3 B-26 – 22BG: 54x100-lb, in landing area at Mambare, barges seen, and Japs, 

strafed by P-39s and A-20s.

11.45
3 P-39 36FS: strafe Mambare area.

11.55
4 B-24 321BS 90BG: 53x100-lb, on destroyers, no hits; 6 Zeros intercepted, 3 

B-24s slight AA damage.

12.15
3 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: strafe Kumusi area, unserviceable barges seen, 

nil sightings of enemy.

12.20
3 A-20s 89BS 3AG: 96x20-lb, Mambare area.

12.30
6 B-25 71BS 38BG: 30x500-lb, Mambare area; CAVU.

12.56
1 B-24 – 90BG: 4x500-lb, on enemy ships, all bombs wide, 12 Zekes attack, B-

24 went down to sealevel, fighter attacks, claimed 2-1-2 Zekes, several 

small 
holes in the B-24; cloud base 2,000 ft.

13.00
3 A-20 89BS 3AG: 120x20-lb, Mambare area.

13.10
7 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: strafe targets in Mambare area.

13.20
6 B-24- 90BG: 72x500-lb, on 1 cruiser and 4 destroyers; no hits; Zeros attacked, 

5-0-0 claimed, 2 pilots seen to parachute; 5 B-24s hit by Zeros, which 

seemed new airplanes.

13.45
3 A-20 89BS 3AG: 484x20-lb, on Mambare; no barges afloat, those on beach 

useless, enemy in among floating drums; CAVU at target, mountains 

overcast.

14.20
7 B-25 --- 17x500-lb, 246x20-lb, Mambare area.

14.30
1 B-24 400BS 90BG: 4x500-lb, on Lae, weather closing in.

15.27
4 B-26s – 22BG: 71x100-lb, on barges at Mambare; CAVU at target.

15.40
6 B-25 ---- 360x20-lb, on Mambare area, weather clear but closing from 


seawards.

22.35
1 B-24 320BS 90BG, to Gasmata.

Summary: 128 sorties flown; total of 244x500-lb, 72x300-lb, 27x250-lb, 178x100-lb, 1,128x20-lb bombs dropped, of which 269 were on ships, for claims of 4 near misses.  No Japanese records report hits or damage to the naval ships.  The Japanese I Battalion 170 Regiment had been delivered to the Mambare mouth, but was ‘heavily bombed’; and ‘impossible to control according to plans’.  


15 December 1942

15.50
3 A-20 89BS 3AG: 94x20-lb, on Mambare area; CAVU at target.

15.35
1 B-24 – 90BG: 4x500-lb, on Gona wreck, no results.

Summary: Only 4 sorties flown, 4x500-lb and 94x20-lb bombs dropped.  Again, the stationary Gona wreck was missed in CAVU conditions.  1 RAAF Wirraway continued to direct artillery fire despite heavy AA fire, and the crew received 1 Australian and 1 US decoration for the flight.  One RAAF Hudson on a resupply flight to the forward areas was shot down.


16 December 1942

08.44
3 A-20 89BS 3AG: recon Kumusi-Mambare; solid rain in area and over the 

mountain ranges.

10.20
1 B-24 – 90BG: recon, attacked a 100 ft ship with .50-cal MG; weather ceiling 

1,500 ft; heavy thunderstorms.

10.25
1 B-24 -90BG: recon, attacked 1 destroyer, 2 cargo ships, nil hits; heavy 


thunderstorms.

12.04
3 B-25 ---: 18x300-lb, Buna government station, 6 fell in the sea; CAVU.

13.15
2 Wirraways 4 Sqn RAAF: recon Japs in trenches, Cape Endiadere.

14.30
4 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: strafe Kumusi-Mambare area.

16.24
3 A-20 89BS 3AG: 144x20-lb, Kumusi area, unserviceable boats on beaches.

Summary: 17 sorties flown, 18x300-lb and 144x20-lb bombs dropped.  Japanese ships brought food and ammunition to the newly delivered troops.  However, at Buna, Japanese reported that ‘bombardment increases in severity and our losses become great.’ 


17 December 1942

11.01
3 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: strafe Buna; nothing to report; saw fires after B-26 

bombing (next serial); CAVU.

11.20
3 B-26 – 22 BG: 12x300-lb, Buna, one AA burst seen after bombing; CAVU.

11.35
1 Wirraway 4 Sqn RAAF: recon barges Sanananda, strafed by Beaufighters; 

weather buildup over the ranges.

Summary: 7 sorties flown, 12x300-lb bombs dropped.  ‘Enemy bombing and shelling is terrific’, reported by Japanese at Buna.


18 December 1942

----
1 B-24 90BG: 4x500-lb, to Lorengau; nil to report.

06.15
2 B-25 ---- recon Buna; nothing reported.

10.55
3 A-20 89BS 3AG: 136x20-lb, Kumusi River mouth, native canoes; nil to report.

14.00
6 B-17 63BS 43BG: 32x500-lb, on shipping 94 miles north-north-east  Wewak; 

no damage; 2 B-17s damaged on bomb runs; 6 Zeros attacked head-on, 

passed under B-17noses, good pilots, gunners claimed 1-1-0 Zeros.

14.13
5 B-24 90BG: 60x500-lb, on convoy off Madang and Alexishafen airstrip; no 

hits reported, weather very poor to target.

15.15
1 B-24 90BG: 12x500-lb, to the convoy off Madang, also attacked Lae, Zekes 

intercepted, one B-24 damaged, 2 crew WIA.

19.10
2 B-24 90BG: 8x500-lb, to Lae; ice formed at 17,000 ft.

19.50
5 B-24s 90BG:, 40x500-lb, on enemy convoy, 4 hits on deck of 1 transport; 

ceiling 2,500 ft.

Summary: 25 bomber sorties, total 156x500-lb, 136x20-lb bombs dropped; with 144 aimed at ships, for claims of 4 hits on one ship.  The Adams crew of the 320BS 90BG B-24 was lost to icing over PNG on return from the convoy at Madang.  Submarine USS Albacore sank Japanese cruiser Tenryu off Madang; only the sixth IJN cruiser lost in 12 months of war, despite many claims by Kenney’s B-17s.


19 December 1942

03.15
2 RAAF Catalinas: 6x250-lb, on 2 destroyers north-west Finschhafen; clouds 
1/10, ceiling 1,000 ft.

05.02
6 B-25 ---: 10x500-lb; 2 attack ships Finschhafen or Lae; 4 B-25s could not find 

target due to weather; Finchhafen weather good, Lae clearing.

06.50
9 B-25 ----: 30x500-lb, 36x100-lb, on Buna mission area.

07.45
13 A-20 89BS 3AG: 476x20-lb, on Buna, Japs seen in huts, a launch strafed.

08.52
1 B-24 90BG: 4x500-lb, attack cruiser off Finschhafen, nil hits.

09.29
6 B-24 90BG: 48x500-lb, on convoy, no hits, Zeros attacked, and B-24s claimed 

3-0-0, 1B-24 MIA

10.20
5 B-17 43BG:-, 33x500-lb, attack on convoy, 8-12 Zekes attacked, claim 0-1-0, B-

17s had a few holes.

11.00
3 B-17 43BG: 24x500-lb, on Madang harbour.

13.27
1 B-24 90BG: 4x500-lb, on convoy, no hits, Zeros attacked, claimed 0-1-1, 14 

holes in one
B-24.

16.30
4 B-24 90BG: 40x500-lb, on convoy, 2 near misses, CAVU at target.

21.30
5 B-24 90BG: 24x500-lb, from 2 which went to Lae; Lae bright moonlight.

time?
5 B-24 90BG: 24x500-lb, to attack convoy, only 2 attacked, no hits, 1 B-24 missing. 

Summary: 61 bomber sorties flown, total 241x500-lb bombs, 6x250-lb, 36x100-lb, 476x20-lb bombs dropped, 157 at ships, for 2 near misses claimed.  The B-24 lost was the Patterson crew, 319BS 90BG.  383 Japanese aircraft counted on photos of their airfields across the region. 


20 December 1942

06.30
3 B-25: 15x500-lb, Giropa Point, moderate machinegun fire reported; storms 

over mountains.

12.58
6 A-20 89BS 3AG: 255x20-lb, Giropa Pt; cloud base 5,000 ft.

22.35
1 RAAF Catalina, 4x250-lb, 2x325-lb depthcharges, attack a ship 20 miles west-

south-west of Arawe, south coast of New Britain; no results.

Summary: 10 sorties, total 15x500-lb, 2x325-lb, 4x250-lb, 255x20-lb bombs dropped; 6 at a ship, no hits.  The Rafferty B-24 crew, 400BS 90BG, lost on night reconnnaissance.


21 December 1942

06.00
1 B-24 90BG: 8x500-lb,on a transport ship off Finschhafen, no hits, ship 


camouflaged as an 
island.

07.53
2 B-24 90BG: reconnaissance; nothing to report.

08.15
6 B-25 13BS 3AG: 43x100-lb, Buna station, 22 bombs in sea, 12 unobserved, 9 

in target.

13.35
3 B-17 43BG: 24x500-lb, on 2 ships at Finschhafen, 2 hits claimed.

21.20
1 RAAF Catalina: 5x250-lb, bombed 1 destroyer & 1 ship, no hits seen.

Summary: 13 sorties, total 32x500-lb, 5x250-lb, 43x100-lb bombs dropped; 39 at ships, 2 hits claimed.  13 BS attack reported by a Japanese as ‘At dawn, enemy bombed hell out of us.’  Reconnaissance of Rabaul counted 62 ships there, including 22 destroyers.  The 37 transports and freighters seen were capable of lifting 38,000 men and supplies.  


22 December 1942

09.10
3 B-17 43BG: 24x500-lb, on ship camouflaged as island off Arawe; 1 near miss.

09.30
6 Bostons 22 Sqn RAAF: 10x500-lb, 10x250-lb, bomb/strafe west bank of 


Amboga R.; nil activity seen; weather clear at target.

12.00
1 B-24 90BG: 4x500-lb, bombed ship anchored off New Britain; no hits; flew 

through an ‘electrical storm’. 

14.45
6 B-25 13BS 3AG: 288x20-lb, on Maimba mission, nil personnel seen; CAVU 

at the target, solid overcast over mountains.

Summary: 16 sorties, total 38x500-lb, 10x250-lb, 288x20-lb bombs dropped; 28 at ships, 1 near miss claimed.  1 RAAF Wirraway on a flight to detect Japanese artillery was shot down, both crew KIA.   A Japanese at Buna reported ‘Many dud bombs.  One Lockheed shot into the sea.’  At Rabaul were 72 ships, including 22 cruisers and destroyers. 


23 December 1942

08.20
1 B-24 90BG: 2x500-lb dropped on a ship, nil hits; NG weather poor.

09.40
3 B-25: 180x20-lb frag, Cape Gloucester (New Britain) airfield.

10.30
3 A-20 89BS 3AG: sweep Kumusi R., no personnel seen, only unserviceable 

barges.

10.50
6 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: sweep Buna, nil personnel seen, strafed barges.

11.25
6 B-25: 19x500-lb, attacked a ship, 10 near misses; cloud base below mountain 

tops.

18.00
1 B-24 90BG: 4x500-lb on C. Gloucester.

19.50
1 B-24 90BG: 10x500-lb, on a ship off Arawe, no hits; storms encountered.

Summary: 21 sorties flown, total 35x500-lb, 180x20-lb bombs dropped, 31 on ships for 10 near misses claimed.


24 December 1942

06.30
1 B-24 90BG: 6x500-lb, on Madang.

08.00
1 B-24 90BG: 8x500-lb, to Gasmata; one hit on transport ship at Arawe; 


attacked by 12 Zekes, claimed 3-0-1, 3 holes in B-24; storms, cloud at 

1,500 ft.

08.30
3 A-20 89BS 3AG: strafe targets seen on north coast of New Guinea.

09.17
3 A-20 89BS 3AG: strafe, canoes seen with Japs, strafed; cloud base 800 ft, 

storms off coast.


1 B-24 90BG: 10x500-lb on a ship off Lae, no hits; good flying conditions there.

10.00
1 B-24 90BG: 10x500-lb, on a ship at Madang, no hits.

12.20
4 B-25 90BS 3AG: saw oil patch where ship was reported at Arawe.

17.00
6 B-17 43BG: 48x500-lb on ships at Gasmata, 2 hits in centre of the bomb 

pattern from 2nd flight; 4 single seat fighters attacked, 4 holes in B-17s.

18.40
5 B-24 90BG: 50x500-lb, on Gasmata airfield.

Summary: 25 sorties, total 135x500-lb dropped, 76 on ships, for claims of  3 hits.


25 December 1942

10.30
3 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: sweep, nil activity seen; some cloud.

13.05
1 B-24 90BG: 9x500-lb, C. Gloucester; CAVU.

17.40
1 B-17, reconnaissance, NTR.

Summary: 5 sorties flown, 9x500-lb bombs dropped.


26 December 1942

09.40
1 B-24 90BG: 4x500-lb, reconnaissance Finschhafen-Madang.

10.00
1 B-24 90BG: 10x500-lb, on ship 25 miles south-east of Rabaul, several hits, 

ship was burning.

10.40
1 B-24 90BG: 9x500-lb, C. Gloucester/Finschhafen airfields; weather poor to 

good.

13.00
1 Boston 22 Sqn RAAF: 2x500-lb, 2x250-lb, sweep for barges, tracks, etc; NTR.

13.55
1 B-17 43BG: strafe launch off Cape Orford, NTR; attacked by 5 Zekes in weak 

attack, when B-17 left the area, fighters did not press attacks.

Summary: 5 sorties flown, total 25x500-lb, 2x250-lb dropped, 10 on a ship, for ‘several’ hits.  The Kendrick crew of 400 BS 90BG was killed on take-off for night mission to Rabaul.  A unique combat took place on this day: a Wirraway near Gona shot down a Zero, the only known air-to-air victory by a Wirraway, a recon arty spotter armed with 2x.303-inch (30-cal) machineguns firing forward and one in the rear. 


27 December 1942

18.15Z 1 B-24 90BG: 12x500-lb, bombed a ship, seen burning; 4 other B-24s did not 

reach the target area due to weather.

01.01
7 B-24 90BG: 50x500-lb, on Rabaul, left fires; weather fair.

01.30
5 B-17 43BG: 40x500-lb, on Rabaul, bomb hits unobserved, heavy intense 

accurate AA & searchlights.

02.15
6 B-17 43BG: 48x500-lb, on Rabaul, 1 hit on a ship claimed.

09.05
8 B-26 2BS 22BG: 38x300-lb, on Gona wreck, 1 hit 5 near miss; CAVU.

10.05
3 Bostons 22 Sqn RAAF: 6x500-lb, 6x250-lb, sweep; clouds forming 1,500 ft.

16.18
1 B-24 90BG: 6x500-lb, Finschhafen runway; weather good.

23.10
4 RAAF Catalinas: 32x250-lb, 61x20/30-lb, to Kavieng and Gasmata; 2 had AA 

damage.

Summary: 35 sorties, total 162x500-lb, 38x300-lb, 38x250-lb, 61x20/30-lb bombs dropped, 98 dropped on ships, for 2 reported hits, one of 38 aimed at a stationary wreck.  However, Italy Maru, 5,859 tons, was sunk at Rabaul.  Recon showed one ship on its side, two others burning, and 61 more in the harbour, while a later recon counted 69.  The single B-24 in the first item sank the Tsurugisan Maru, 3,108 tons.  


28 December 1942

05.10
6 B-24 90BG: 80x500-lb, Rabaul and Gasmata; fires, explosions.

09.45
3 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: sweep coastal combat area, NTR.

10.04
1 B-24 90BG: 8x500-lb, on Gasmata airfield.

18.40
1 B-24 90BG: 8x500-lb, on Lae.

Summary: 11 sorties, total 96x500-lb bombs dropped.


29 December 1942

01.30
1 B-24 90BG: 6x500-lb, on Gasmata.

08.05
1 B-24 90BG: 5x500-lb, on Lae.

10.30
3 A-20 89BS 3AG: sweep combat area, NTR, canoes seen.

Summary: 5 sorties flown, 11x500-lb bombs dropped.


30 December 1942

00.15
1 B-24 90BG: 5x500-lb, to Madang and Lae; 3 aircraft claimed destroyed on 

ground.


1 B-17 43BG: recon New Britain; NTR.

05.20
7 B-17 43BG: 9x500-lb, on Rabaul, 3 hits claimed on ships there.

08.40
3 A-20 89BS 3AG: sweep combat area, NTR; CAVU.

12.15
1 B-24 90BG: strafe Wewak and Lae; cloudbase 2,000 ft.

21.28
2 RAAF Catalinas: 6x500-lb, 8x250-lb, to Buka, Bougainville Island. 

Summary: 15 sorties flown, total 20x500-lb, 8x250-lb dropped, 9 on ships for 3 hits.  Recon of Rabaul reported two ships burning; 76 in harbour, of which 50 were transports, the others naval. 


31 December 1942

02.20
1 RAAF Catalina: 4x20-lb, on Kahili, Bougainville Island.

06.40
6 B-24 90BG: 2 did not take-off, 2 returned due to weather, 1 reached the  

target, but returned due to weather.


1 B-24 90BG: 4x1,000-lb on a ship in St George’s Channel, nil hits, weather - 

cloud base 0-500 ft.

12.00
3 A-20 89BS 3AG: sweep Sanananda, NTR, barges and canoes seen.

12.15
6 A-20 89BS 3AG & 11 P-38s: to Lae, strafe aircraft on ground; engaged Zeros; 

Lae weather CAVU.


6 B-25: 72x100-lb, to Lae; 6 Zeros made 1 pass, 1 crashed, other Zeros seemed 

half-hearted.

12.17
6 B-26 22BG: 36x300-lb, to Lae, Zeros attacked, 1 B-26 had 3 hits.

Summary: 29 sorties flown, total 4x1,000-lb, 36x300-lb, 72x100-lb, 4x20-lb bombs dropped; 4 on a ship for nil hits.  Rabaul harbour reported to contain 69 merchant ships totalling 300,000 tons and 21 warships. 


1 January 1943

04.00
3 B-24 90BG: incendiary and fragmentation bombs on Vunakanau and Lae.


5 B-17 43BG: 8x500-lb, 5,320 lbs of smaller bombs, on Lakunai, 1 did not bomb.

06.25
4 B-24 90BG: 8x1,000, 8x500-lb, Rabaul harbour, 1 hit; 5 Zeros attacked, 


claimed 1-0-0; 4 other B-24 returned or could not find the target.


3 B-17 43BG: to Rabaul-Gasmata; claim ship burning at Rabaul;  8x1,000-lb 

dropped at Rabaul; 
4x1,000-lb on Gasmata; weather poor; 6 other B-17s 

did not take-off or returned due weather or mechanical problems.

07.15
1 B-17 43BG: 4x1,000-lb, on Rabaul, saw fire on a ship; 3 Zeros attacked, NTR.

09.45
3 Bostons 22 Sqn RAAF: 6x500-lb, 6x250-lb, sweep to Sanananda Pt, Japs 

seen in water with logs and drums; cloud base 3,000 ft.

09.54
3 Bostons 22 Sqn RAAF: 3x500-lb, 4x250-lb, Sanananda, usual minor activity; 

cloud base 2,000 ft.

Summary: 22 sorties flown, total 20x1,000-lb, 17x500-lb, 10x250-lb, 5,320-lb others dropped, 28 on ships for 1 hit claim.  The Kuhl crew of 319BS 90BG lost 2 men when ditched after the Rabaul mission.


2 January 1943

10.42
1 B-24 90BG: 5x500-lb, to Lae, Finchafen and Gasmata; heavy front, storms.

12.10
7 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: strafe Lae airfield and harbour; no targets; A19-55 

was overdue; returned OK.


6 B-26 33BS 22BG: 9x1,000-lb, on Lae airfield; erratic AA reported.


6 A-20 89BS 3AG: strafe Lae airfield, 3 A-20s were damaged.

13.12
6 B-25 71BS 38BG: 72x100-lb, on Lae.

Summary: 26 sorties, total 9x1,000-lb, 5x500-lb, 72x100-lb bombs dropped.  The Straw crew, 400BS 90BG, lost on take-off.  Ground fighting was over at Buna.  The Australian 18th Brigade, sent to capture the position after the failure of US 32nd Division, had 863 casualties in 15 days.  Total Allied battle casualties since the Buna-gona campaign began on 15 November were 2,870.  


3 January 1942

06.00
1 B-17 43BG: 4x1,000-lb, to Rabaul, fuel fires seen; 2 others returned due to 

weather.

09.15
1 B-24 90BG: 8x500-lb, to Madang; cloudbase 800 ft.


6 A-20 89BS 3AG: strafe 4 boats at Lae; NTR, 1 A-20 was hit by AA.

12.15
6 B-25: sweep Buna area but bad weather neutralised effort.

12.25
1 Boston 22 Sqn RAAF: to Salamaua; landed Dobodura due weather.

12.30
12 P-40 7FS: 4 joined Wirraways strafing Japs in water, estimated 75 Japs in 

among logs and boards.


3 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: sweep; bad weather neutralised effort.

14.00
6 B-24 90BG: 22x300-lb, on Lae airfield, aircraft seen on the ground; 1 B-24 hit 

by AA, crashlanded.

Summary: 28 sorties flown, total 4x1,000-lb, 8x500-lb, 22x300-lb bombs dropped.


4 January 1943

10.38
1 B-24 90BG: 2x1,000-lb, Gasmata; bad weather at Rabaul.

10.40
6 B-26 22BG: 42x300-lb, Sanananda, smoke/fires rose; visibility good at target.

11.15
3 Bostons 22 Sqn RAAF: 4x500-lb, 4x250-lb, on Buna area.

11.30
6 A-20 89BS 3AG: to Lae airfield, 2 aircraft holed by AA.


6 B-25 405BS 38BG: 49x100-lb, Lae, heavy light intense AA; CAVU.


7 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: sweep Mubo-Komiatum (inland New Guinea).

13.10
1 B-24 90BG: 4x1,000-lb, bombed a schooner off Finschhafen, NTR; bad 


weather north of Finschhafen.

13.15
1 B-24 90BG: 4x1,000-lb, on Gasmata and Lae.

Summary: 31 sorties flown, total 10x1,000-lb, 4x500-lb, 42x300-lb, 4x250-lb, 49x100-lb bombs dropped, 4 at a ship, no hits.


5 January 1943

03.20
2 RAAF Catalinas:  recon sea approaches to Buna; NTR.

09.25
3 B-17 43BG: 33x100-lb, on Lakunai airfield, Rabaul; 53 ships in harbour; 12-15 

Zekes attacked, claim 7-0-8, 2 B-17s damaged.

09.45
4 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: sweep Mubo area, report earthworks and barges.

11.48
5 B-26 22BG: 30x300-lb, Sanananda area.

11.57
6 A-20 89BS 3AG: sweep Lae, 1 aircraft holed.

12.00
6 B-25 71BS 38BG: 50x100, on Lae.

12.00
6 B-24 90BG: 24x1,000-lb, Rabaul, claim 2 hits, 2 near misses, photos show 6 

ships on fire, intense accurate AA, 12-15 Zeros attacked, claim 2-1-0.


6 B-17 64BS 43BG: 40x500-lb, claim 3 hits 5 near misses; 3 B-17s damaged.



Note: two B-17s were lost.  The original report has a typed post-script:



‘By General Kenney’s order, results of the mission are 10 vessels hit’ and 

the original AAF report then lists ships and damage ordered as inflicted.  

It should be noted that the original squadron reports did not claim such 

success.

13.50
1 B-17 43BG: 8x500-lb, Lae-Gasmata, heavy thunderstorms Gasmata.

Summary: 39 sorties, 24x1,000-lb, 48x500-lb, 30x300-lb, 83x100-lb bombs dropped, of which 64 were on ships, for claims of 5 hits, 7 near misses.  Japanese ship Keifuku Maru  5,833 tons, had 3 direct hits and sank, the only loss in Japanese records for this attack on Rabaul.  The ‘Zeros’ that intercepted over Rabaul were Nakajima Ki-43 of the Japanese Army 11th Sentai. 

The midday raid on Rabaul was the badly conceived effort of Brigadier General Ken Walker, who disobeyed two direct orders from Lieutenant General George C. Kenney:   not to go on the mission, and to attack at dawn.  Japanese fighters attacked and Walker’s B-17 and one other were lost; none of Walker’s crew survived.  His poor performance was rewarded by the US Medal of Honor at MacArthur’s recommendation, when, if he survived, Walker should have been court-martialled and sent back to the USA in his substantive rank, which would have been well below that of General.  


6 January 1943

08.40
1 B-17 43BG: 8x500-lb, on ships off Gasmata, nil hits.

10.25
1 B-24 90BG: 4x500-lb, on 10 ships south of Gasmata, 8 unidentified aircraft 


attacked & damaged the B-24.

11.00
6 B-25, 24x300-lb, Sanananda; weather closing from sea, but clear at target.

14.17
4 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: sweep, outrigger canoes only were seen.

15.35
7 B-26 22BG: 34x300-lb, on ships near Gasmata, claim 1 hit, 3 near misses; 


fighters seen in area.

17.00
16 P-38: 7x1,000-lb, on ships off Gasmata, a possible hit; Japanese Army 


Oscars identified, saw 14, 
claim 9-3-2 (all 14 destroyed or 



damaged).

17.10
1 B-17 43BG: 3x500-lb, ships off Gasmata, missed, fighter attack, claim 2-0-0; 


weather clear at target.

17.15
6 A-20 89BS 3AG: attack Lae, aircraft, ships, intense inaccurate AA.

21.00
1 B-24 90BG, 10x500-lb, on Gasmata.

Summary: 43 sorties, total 7x1,000-lb, 25x500-lb, 58x300-lb bombs dropped, 56 on ships, for claims of 1 hit, 3 near misses.  The Higgins crew, 321BS 90BG, lost 2 men when they ditched after the convoy attack.  P-38s claimed 9 enemy fighters over the convoy.  This was the beginning of a big convoy battle that had profound results on the US 5th Air Force. 


7 January 1943

00.35
2 Catalinas 11 Sqn RAAF took off to search for the convoy off Gasmata.

01.25
2 Catalinas 11 Sqn RAAF: found convoy off Gasmata; visibility bad over target; 


bombed, one ship hit four times, 
burning.  

06.55
6 Bostons 22 Sqn RAAF: 8x500-lb, 8x250-lb attack aircraft at Lae; aircraft 


destroyed, others seen on fire; one fighter pass made; 1 Boston hit 


by AA, crashlanded at Moresby, written-off.

06.58
5 B-17 43BG: ? bombs, claim 1 hit on ships off Gasmata; 2 B-17 damaged; 


claim 1-0-0 Jap fighters.

08.05
12 B-25: 5x500-lb, 78x300-lb, on ships at 06.40S 147.55E ten miles south-east  


of Finschhafen, no hits; Zekes attacked, claim 2-1-0; 1 B-25 shot 


down by AA, 3 damaged.

08.30
1 B-24 90BG: 1x500-lb, on ships off Gasmata; saw a ship sink at 08.35, with 40-


50 lifeboats, and a cruiser picking up survivors.

08.40
1 B-24 90BG: 1x500-lb, on the ships, air combat, heavy intense AA; no hits.

09.50
15 P-38, 7 with 1x1000-lb, to Lae; A-20s turned back from Lae by weather.

12.35
13 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: strafe lifeboats 76 miles south-east  of 



Finschhafen; Zeros intercepted, 1Beau had 1 hole in it.

13.05
4 B-26 22BG: 8x1,000-lb, on Lae.

13.15
4 P-38: escort to Beaufighters, engaged 4 or 5 Oscars, claimed 2-0-0.

14.10
20 P-40: 16x300-lb (2 each on 8 airplanes), attack ships at Lae, near misses, 


claim 
0-1-0 SSF.

15.30
15 P-38: 8x1,000-lb, on ships at Lae; engaged Oscars, claimed 4-8-0.


3 B-26 22BG: 7x300-lb, on ships at Lae, no hits; fighters engaged, came in 


close, claim 0-1-2; 1 B-26 shot down, 1 crashlanded; CAVU.

15.45
12 B-25: 72x300-lb, to Lae, 1 possible hit on a ship; fighters engaged, B-25s 


claim 0-1-0; 1 B-25 hit in left  engine, forcelanded Buna.

17.00
16 P-40 8FS: combat with SSF, claim 13-3-0, 1 P-40 shot down.

17.10
4 B-17 43BG: 17x500-lb, to ships at Lae, claim 2 hits on stern of a transport, 2 


near misses; 15 fighters engaged, claimed 4-0-0, 2 seen to hit the 


water, 2 B-17s damaged.

19.53
6 B-26 22BG: 5x1,000-lb, 1x500-lb; dropped when fighters attacked, turned 


back.

20.00
2 B-24 90BG: reconnaissance, NTR.

20.05
5 Beauforts 100 Sqn RAAF: 6x500-lb, 20x250-lb, pressed in, nil hits.

Summary: 19 separate attacks were made between 01.25 to 20.05, totalling 154 sorties, and a total of 28x1,000-lb, 38x500-lb, 164x300-lb and 28x250-lb (258 in all) bombs were dropped, for claims of 3 hits and 3 near misses on the ships; while  claims for enemy fighters were 28-14-2.

The ship hit was 5,447-ton Ninchiryu Maru, with three hits along the length of the ship; III Battalion 102 Regiment  reported 456 men killed or missing, 85 wounded; ship sank next day.  RAAF Catalina A24-1, flown by Fl/Lt (Captain) David Vernon RAAF, was the successful aircraft and crew.  

Where most convoys to Buna-Gona were at night and in bad weather, so that there was difficulty in establishing what had been delivered, in this case the ships were anchored at Lae and unloading under air attack.  


8 January 1943

03.34
2 RAAF Catalinas: 6x250-lb, on ships, attack the destroyers, nil hits.

??
11 A-20s 89BS 3AG: RTU; cloud 25,000 feet.

08.10
12 B-25: 62x300-lb, to Lae, ships and supply dumps; fires reported, possibly 1 

ship rolled over; 15 SSF attacked, B-25s claimed 5-2-1; clouds at 1,500 

ft, closing from the sea.

08.15
11 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: to Lae, strafe beaches, dumps and airfield; 6 

Zeros attacked, 2 shot down by P-38s.  


7 B-26 22BG: 9x1,000-lb, 1x500-lb, 6x100-lb, on ships, dumps, and beaches; 1 

possible hit, 1near miss on ships.


13 A-20 89BS 3AG: 490x20-lb, on Lae targets, fires, explosions.

08.35
1 B-24 90BG: 1x1,000-lb, off south coast New Britain, on 1 cruiser, nil hit.

09.30
4 B-17 43BG: 16x1,000-lb, on Lae, saw 1 ship beached, 1 B-17 had AA 


damage.

12.05
6 B-24 90BG: 24x1,000-lb, on ships at Lae, no hits; 12 Zekes attacked, claimed 

4-3-0, 2 B-24s badly hit.

12.25
1 B-24 90BG: 4x500-lb, on Madang.

12.55
5 B-17 43BG: to Lae, Zekes attacked, B-17s claimed 0-1-1; 1 B-17 crash land at 

Wau, inland New Guinea.

13.15
3 Bostons 22 Sqn RAAF: 6x500-lb, 6x250-lb, on Mubo, inland New Guinea.

14.20
8 B-25: 64x300-lb, to Lae, fighters attacked, claimed 3-0-0, 4 B-25s damaged.

14.30
3 B-26 22BG: 17x300-lb, targets at Lae.


8 Beaufighters, to Lae airfield, aircraft on ground hit and burning, heavy intense 

accurate AA, 3 Beaus damaged; saw hit on a transport by B-25s.

18.05
5 B-17 43BG: 16x1,000-lb, Lae, fighter attacks came right in close, 1 B-17 hit 

badly, 1 man KIA, 3 WIA.

18.15
1 B-17 43BG:4x1,000-lb, Lae, fighters attacked, claim 1-0-3.

18.18
3 B-24 320BS 90BG: 12x1,000-lb, Lae,
“
“
     “
 0-1-0.

18.25
4 B-17 43BG: 16x1,000-lb, Lae
“
“

1-1-0.

Summary: Again, attacks were spread throughout the day.  19 formations attacked, for a total of 109 sorties, most at and after 08.10 and 14.20, but beginning at 03.34 and going to 18.25.  A total of 98x1,000-lb, 1x500-lb, 143x300-lb, 12x250-lb, 490x20-lb bombs, in all, 254 bombs over 20-lb, were dropped on Lae or the ships, for one observed hit and a near miss, with claims for fighters destroyed or damaged by the bombers as 16-7-4. 

Here were ships anchored off shore, stationary, but seemingly unhit by bombs now up to 1,000-lb, yet General George Kenney had been reporting that his crews were sinking all types of such ships moving at night and in bad weather on the voyages from Rabaul to Buna.

General Kenney authorised the award of 41 DFCs and 40 Air Medals to the 320BS 90BG for this mission.

US 39FS flew P-38s on three missions to Lae, and claimed 16 victories for 1 loss. 


9 January 1943

02.30
1 RAAF Catalina: 4x250-lb, on a destroyer at 06.40S 148.25E; no hits.

07.55
11 A-20 89BS 3AG: 440x20-lb fragmentation bombs, strafe Lae; intense cross 


fire on the attack lanes frequently used in these strikes; Oscars 


attacked, A-20s claimed 1-0-0; one beached ship reported.

08.00
6 P-40 8FS: 10x300-lb, on transports at Lae; 6 hits claimed on 1 transport, left 


burning; intense MG AA.


6 P-40 7FS: 12x300-lb, on ships at Lae; 2 hits, 3 near misses; oil dump fires on 


shore, much wreckage seen in water.

08.20
8 B-26 22 BG: 23x300-lb; 5  RTU due mechanical problems; no hits claimed 


from attack on ships at Lae.


12 B-25: 86x300-lb, hits on beached transport, fires seen on shore; 4 Zekes 


made weak attacks, B-25s claimed 0-1-0.

08.30
4 B-17 43BG: 16x1,000-lb, 4 direct hits, 12 explosions seen on beached ship; 1 


Zeke attacked a B-17, but was shot into the water, claim 1-0-0.

09.00
1 B-24 90BG: 2x1,000-lb, to the convoy area; cloud at 1,500 ft, rain squalls; a 


Zeke attacked, NTR.

09.16
1 B-24 90BG: 8x500-lb, results unobserved; 10 Zekes attacked, 1 shot down in 


flames, claim 1-0-0, many hits on left side of the B-24.

10.05
4 B-17 63BS 43BG: 12x1,000-lb, 8x500-lb, to Lae, no hits due to clouds, which 


also affected the Zero attacks; Zeros dropped phosphorus bombs, 


inaccurate, 1 B-17 damaged.

10.27
2 B-24 90BG: 4x1,000-lb, 6x500-lb, to ships at Lae, 1 near miss; Zekes attacked 


head-on; 2 other B-24s RTU.

13.19
3 Bostons 22 Sqn RAAF: 6x500-lb, 6x250-lb, sweep Salamaua area.

18.15
1 B-24 90BG: 4x1,000-lb, on the convoy, one ship hit and stopped; rain squalls; 


10 Zekes attacked, claimed 2-0-0.

19.43
5 Beauforts 100 Sqn RAAF: 5 torpedoes, to ships in Gasmata area, believed 1 


hit; intense accurate AA, ships performed anti-torpedo maneuvres; 


1 Beaufort hit a hill at Milne Bay on return, all KIFA, and 1other 


Beaufort was missing, later also found to have hit a hill.

Summary: The reference to ‘Zeke’ and ‘Zero’ is due to the practice at this time of referring to all SSF as such, and only in cases where aircraft recognition was good were the fighters identified as ‘Oscars’ or ‘Zeros’.  The difference is important, as Oscars were flown by the Army and Zeros by the Navy.  This indicated which service was in action in which area.  

60 sorties were flown by 14 formations, beginning at 02.30 and ending at 19.43hrs.  The only main attack was that from 07.55, with the rest scattered throughout the day.  A total of 38x1,000-lb, 28x500-lb, 131x300-lb, 10x250-lb, 440x20-lb and five torpedoes, that is, 297 bombs over 20-lb were dropped, with 5 torpedoes, for claims of 13 hits and 4 near misses, with 4-1-0 fighters claimed, and 1-0-3 Allied aircraft lost, plus one destroyed in the accident at Milne Bay. 

The beached ship was Myoko Maru. During the battles, the Japanese Army 11 Sentai  reported loss of 16 Ki-43 (Oscars), 7 pilots KIA, 3 WIA, and only 15 Ki-43 left.  Japanese Navy aircraft losses were not available. 

The Altman crew, 320BS 90BG, had only 1 survivor when lost on recon to Lae.

Also on this day, Generals MacArthur and Kenney returned to Brisbane from Moresby, not having visited the battlefront on the north coast.  


10 January 1943

03.00
1 RAAF Catalina: 6x250-lb, 29x20-lb, 1 hit claimed on convoy of 7 ships 



returning to Rabaul.

03.45
2 RAAF Catalinas: 6x250-lb, ships east-south-east of Gasmata; 6 or more fast 


ships.

06.42
3 B-17 63BS 43BG: 24x500-lb, 1 near miss on convoy near Gasmata; clear 


weather over convoy.

07.52
1 B-24 90BG: 10x500-lb, Finschafen, Madang, Wewak.

09.50
11 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: to Lae, hit aircraft on ground, intense AA fired at 


B-25s, fires & smoke seen.


6 B-25: 76x300-lb, hit aircraft on ground at Lae.

10.40
1 B-24 90BG: 4x1,000-lb, on a destroyer off Gasmata, no hits; 6 Zekes attacked, 


B-24 claimed 1-1-0.

12.55
1 B-24 90BG: 4x1,000-lb, on a transport at Lae; no sign of missing B-24 



(Altman, 320BS 90BG).

Summary: 26 sorties flown, with 8x1,000-lb, 34x500-lb, 76x300-lb, 12x250-lb and 29x20-lb bombs dropped, with 44 on ships, for claims of 1 hit and 1 near miss.  Claims for fighters were 1-1-0.

This marked the end of the big convoy battle.  Despite numerous prior claims for sinkings, these ships were relatively untouched, losing 1 ship en route, 1at Lae and 1 hit on the way back.  Some 5,000 men and large amounts of supplies had been delivered.  Other ships had arrived safely at Finschhafen and Madang.

An enquiry into this Japanese success showed what was obvious - that the AAF was not sending the maximum force in one attack, but sent small formations out as they were ready.  This allowed the Japanese to cope with each in turn.  Group Captain (Colonel) W.H. (Bull) Garing RAAF had tried for months to persuade Kenney, Walker and Whitehead to concentrate their strike force; at last they heeded his advice.  Other administrative and logistic faults were corrected, and in March 12 of 16 Japanese ships were sunk, 11 in one morning.  (See my books on the Bismarck Sea and Buna-Gona campaigns.)


11 January 1943

01.45
2 RAAF Catalinas: 2x250-lb, on destroyer, detected by ASV radar.

11.30
4 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: sweep to Salamaua; NTR coast Lae-Buna.

11.45
3 Bostons 22 Sqn RAAF: 8x250-lb, 2x500-lb, sweep Salamaua; 1 Boston 



damaged.

Summary: Total of 9 sorties, 2x500-lb, 10x250-lb, including 2x250 dropped on a ship, no hits.


12 January 1943

------
3 A-20 89BS 3AG: to Sanananda, RTU due weather.

09.10
1 B-24 90BG: 10x500-lb, recon Finschhafen.

09.30
3 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: sweep, NTR.

12.00
4 Bostons 22 Sqn RAAF: 8x500-lb, 8x250-lb, sweep Cape Killerton area; NTR. 

Summary: 8 sorties flown, no significant targets seen; possibly no bombs dropped


13 January 1943

10.05
3 Bostons 22 Sqn RAAF: 4x500-lb, Sanananda.

11.00
3 Bostons 22 Sqn RAAF: 6x500-lb, 6x250-lb, sweep Salamaua; 4 columns black 


smoke seen at Lae.

11.08
4 B-25: 23x300-lb, Lae docks & supplies along beach; 2 B-25 RTU.

11.30
3 A-20 89BS 3AG: 120x20-lb, Sanananda; NTR.

11.37
3 B-17 43BG: 24x500-lb, to Lae, search for raft, no air activity, aircraft wrecks 


seen on runway.

17.40
1 B-24 90BG: 4x1,000-lb, Salamaua; weather good over NG, bad over New 


Britain.

Summary: 17 sorties, total 4x1,000-lb, 34x500-lb, 23x300-lb, 6x250-lb, 120x20lb bombs dropped.


14 January 1943

09.50
1 B-24 90BG: 8x500-lb, Finschhafen/Madang; a B-17 seen at 09.05S 148.30E.

10.00
6 A-20 89BS 3AG: sweep to Lae.


4 B-25, 13BS 3AG: 26x300-lb, on Lae, 24 hit in target area, 25-30 unserviceable 


aircraft seen on airfield

10.38
1 B-24 90BG: 6x500-lb, Gasmata.

12.10
4 Bostons 22 Sqn RAAF: 8x500-lb, 6x250-lb, strafe coast, little to report.

17.37
1 B-24 90BG: 4x500-lb, Finschhafen-Madang; storms off New Britain.

Summary: 17 sorties, total 26x500-lb, 26x300-lb bombs dropped.


15 January 1943

05.42
7 B-17 43BG: 32x500-lb, Rabaul - ships, Gasmata - airfield; weather problems.

08.14
1 B-24 90BG: 8x500-lb, recon North New Britain

08.40
1 B-24 90BG: 6x500-lb, recon North New Britain; at Finschhafen-Madang, 6 


Zekes attacked, claimed 2-1-0.

11.55
7 B-25: 46x300-lb, to Lae; 1 B-25 RTU.

16.30
1 B-24 90BG: 10x500-lb, recon North New Britain.

17.25
3 A-20 89BS 3AG: 120x20-lb, Sanananda; CAVU.

20.40
3 B-24 90BG: 30x500-lb, on Gasmata airfield

Summary: A total of 23 sorties flown, total of 96x500-lb, 46x300-lb, 120x20-lb bombs dropped; fighters claimed 2-1-0.  Photos showed 49 aircraft on Lae airfield, but only 4 seemed operational.


16 January 1943

08.00
1 B-24 90BG:, ? bombs, shipping lanes south of New Britain, bombed a cruiser, 


missed; 4 Zekes made head-on attacks, 10 passes, claim 1-1-0;  


B-24 damaged.

08.05
3 A-20 89BS 3AG: strafe Sanananda, target was outlined by smoke.

10.04
6 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: strafe supply dumps Lae; fires seen after B-25s 


bombed.

10.06
7 B-25: 48x300-lb, stores at Lae, fires started; 1 B-25 RTU.

12.00
3 A-20 89BS 3AG: 120x20-lb, sweep coastal area, strafed two lifeboats.

14.20
1 B-24 90BG:  6x500-lb, recon Finschhafen-Madang

?
?
26x100-lb, Sanananda (no unit or time in report).

17.10
1 B-24 90BG: 6x500, Lae.

Summary: At least 22 sorties flown, and 12x500-lb, 48x300-lb, 26x100-lb, 120-20-lb bombs dropped; no hits on cruiser; fighter claims 1-1-0.


17 January 1943

00.35
5 B-17s 65BS 43BG: 20x1,000-lb, Rabaul harbour; 2 hits on ship, 1 B-17 



damaged; 50-60 ships seen there.

00.40
7 B-17 403BS 43BG: 12x1,000-lb, 8x500-lb, Rabaul harbour, no hits; CAVU 


at target.

02.15
6 B-24 90BG: 18x500-lb, Rabaul, no hits claimed, searchlights good; three other 


B-24 RTU.

08.23
1 B-24 90BG: 6x500-lb, Gasmata airfield.

09.00
1 B-24 90BG: 8x500-lb, Finschhafen-Madang; weather good.

10.00
3 A-20 89BS 3AG: strafe Mambare area; mostly natives seen.

11.14
6 B-25: 48x300-lb, Lae, explosions and fires seen.

13.40
1 B-24 90BG: 6x500-lb, recon, a ship bombed, no hits.

18.05
1 B-24 90BG: 4x500-lb, recon, Lae airfield.

Summary: 31 sorties flown, for a total of 32x1,000-lb, 50x500-lb, 48x300-lb bombs dropped, of which 56 were dropped on ships, for claims of 2 hits.  1 RAAF Wirraway made a forced landing in Jap positions at Gona; crew killed.   Weather over mountains reported as bad from tree-tops to 30,000 ft. 


18 January 1943

04.30
1 RAAF Catalina: 6x250-lb, Gasmata.

09.20
1 B-24 90BG: 6x500-lb, Madang,at  03.10S 149.20E bombed a ship, claimed 2 


hits, sank in 8 minutes; Sensan Maru 2,775 tons, reported sunk at 


3.53S 149.20E in Jap documents.

09.55
11 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: to Lae, started a fuel fire, damaged/destroyed 


aircraft seen, plus dummy aircraft, light inaccurate AA.

10.20
7 B-25: 56x300-lb, on Lae, many explosions; 1st flight saw inaccurate AA, but 


2nd and 3rd reported accurate AA; 1 B-25 RTU damaged.

11.00
4 Bostons 22 Sqn RAAF: 4x500-lb, 4x250-lb, on Mubo, NTR, light AA 



Komiatum.

12.52
1 B-24 90BG: 8x500-lb, Finschhafen.

Summary: 25 sorties flown, 10x500-lb, 56x300-lb, 10x250-lb bombs dropped, including 6 on a ship, for two hits and a sinking.  Major Bill Benn, US Air Corps, missing from a reconnaissance along the north coast. 


19 January 1943

08.44
3 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF, sweep, NTR.

08.50
1 B-24 90BG: 8x500-lb, recon.

09.50
3 A-20 89BS 3AG: sweep, strafed.


7 B-25, 49x300-lb, to Lae dump area, smoke from bombing reported.

11.30
1 B-24 90BG: 8x500-lb, recon Gazelle Peninsula, New Britain.

12.20
1 B-24 90BG: 8x500-lb, Gasmata.

12.55
1 B-24 90BG: 8x500-lb, recon New Britain, Gasmata, Finschhafen.

Summary: 17 sorties flown, a total of 24x500-lb and 49x300-lb bombs dropped.


20 January 1943

02.29
3 RAAF Catalinas: 24x250-lb, on Rabaul and Gasmata.

08.30
6 B-25: 48x300-lb, to Lae, fires reported after bombing.

09.21
1 B-24 90BG: 4x500-lb, recon New Britain, bombed Gasmata.

09.30
3 Beaufighters 30 Sqn RAAF: sweep, reported barges, canoes, log rafts along 


coast.

09.45
1 B-24 90BG: 8x500-lb, Madang.

15.15
4 B-24 321Bs 90BG: Wewak, search for convoy, not seen, attacked by 25 


Zekes; claim 12-0-6, all B-24s damaged.

Summary: 18 sorties, a total of 12x500-lb, 48x300-lb, 24x250-lb bombs dropped.  The Jim McMurria crew, 321BS 90BG, shot down on recon to Wewak.  McMurria survived as prisoner at Rabaul. 


21 January 1943

04.05
7 B-17 43BG: 11,520-lb of 20-lb bombs, on Lakunai airfield, Rabaul; 20 



searchlights counted, 1 B-17 had 40 holes from AA.

04.08
3 B-17 43BG: 24x500-lb, Rabaul shipping, no hits, 50 ships counted.

04.20
5 B-17 43BG: 8x500-lb, bad weather off south coast New Britain, 1 B-17 RTU 


due weather.

08.00
6 B-25: 47x300-lb, on Lae.

10.00
4 Bostons 22 Sqn RAAF: 8x500-lb, 8x250-lb, on Salamaua.

Summary: 25 sorties flown; a total of 40x500-lb, 47x300-lb, 8x250-lb and 11,520lb of 20-lb bombs dropped, of which 32 were on ships, for no hits.


22 January 1943

03.50
5 B-24 90BG: 30x500-lb, Rabaul shipping, one ship left burning. ; 

04.05
3 B-17 43BG: 24x500-lb, Rabaul, 2,000-ton ship had 5 hits, another also sank.  .

08.05
7 B-25: 63x300-lb, to Lae; 4 P-38 escort; no combat.

10.15
3 A-20 89BS 3AG: sweep Salamaua.

10.52
1 B-24 90BG: 6x500-lb, recon Madang.

Summary: Total of 19 sorties flown, with 60x500-lb, 63x300-lb bombs dropped, 54 of which on ships, for claims of 5 hits and two sinkings, one confirmed by Japanese documents.   Tetsuzan Maru 1,922 tons, sunk at 4.15S 152.10E in Japanese documents. No other sinking reported in Japanese documents.

The Regan crew, 400BS 90BG, shot down by fighters on a Wewak recon.  238 aircraft  counted on photos of Japanese airfields in the northern region. 

US and Australian armys linked at Giruwa.  Over 2,000 dead Japanese were counted at Sanananda; others killed remained in the bunkers and jungle.  From the beginning of the Kokoda campaign on 21 July 1942, 9,200 dead Japanese were counted.  Many others were unseen in the bunkers and jungle. 


23 January 1943

The Buna-Gona-Sanananda campaign ended with destruction of Japanese forces in that area.  I made no further notes of daily air operations for late January-February 1943.  

The air operation details were in my books: ‘Blood & Iron’, on the Kokoda campaign, 22 July-15 November 1942, and ‘To The Bitter End’ on the Buna-Gona campaign, 15 November 1942-23 January 1943. 

My book ‘The Battle of the Bismarck Sea’ contains full details of those air operations in March 1943, and my book on the daylight bombing campaign against Rabaul in October-November 1943, ‘Into The Dragon’s Jaws’, contains details of those missions.  My manuscript on the Wewak-Hollandia missions, in August 1943 and March-April 1944, ‘MacArthur’s Eagles’ was published in 2005 by Naval Institute Press.  

These five books are my series on those campaigns and the air war in Papua New Guinea 1942-44.  

Courtesy of Lex McAulay

