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'TACTIC&L STUDY .OF LTTACK ON CONVOY NEAR IAE, NEW GUINEA

GENERAL:

The Allied success oh March 3, 1943, was undoubtedly die to the _
preolslon, coordlnatlon, and variety of the tactics employed The attack
was made by heavy, medium, énd light bombardment groups, with fighters
used for cover and strafing. B-17s.of the 43rd Group bombed from about-”
7000. feet, B-253 of the Thirteenth Squadron bombed: from: about - 5000 feet,
B-25s_of the 38ib Group bombed from about 200. feet, B=25C~1ls. of the
Ninetieth Sguadron and A-20s of the 89th Squadron Tl skip bombing and -
straf;ng tactics from rast head elevation.. Beauflghters strafed from this
same €levation and P-38s - provided top cover, .In the face of. this perfect
coordination the enemy anti-aircraft fire became erratic and inaccurate
and the fighter opposition became confused and ineffective.

. With the fighter cover mentioned above the medium altitude bombers
began their attack at 1000/L from aboit 7000 feet, then cameé the Beauflght-
ers strafing the decks of the vessels, Close behlnd wére the 4-20s and
B-25C0-1s: at this time the enemy was firlng almost everywhere and hit-
ting almog t nothlng..

Thls stwte of chaos enabled the planes of the 89th and 90th Squad-
ronds to press homo ‘their, attacks,

B-25C-l ATTACK TAGTICS

: The twelve planes of the Ninetieth Squadron were’in three elements
of. four. planes each in an echelon of flights fbrmation, as the approach
was madé on the.target area at 1000/1/3, Each’ pilot.had been instructed
to make an individual attack on a vessel or VBssels inthe' convoy.. ‘There—
-fore, upon reach;ng the target, they began peeling off. The first. five
planes went across the front of the ¢onvoy (as shown on the athaohed maps )
letting .down from 2000 feet, constantly changing heading as an evasive
action to ‘the- anti-aircr;ft fire from:the four warships heading the con=
voy. -The othér seven planes cams into the’convoy from the front and east
side as. ds lso shown on' the nttached map.

Vorloua types of approach were made by the B=25C=ls, Some letting
down to ‘about. 500 .%o 200 feet and then. lowering ‘to msthead elevatlon
about 4 to 600 yards from the target. Others made for water surface im= -
media tély and stayed at-this elevation for the entire run on the target.
Each aircraft begen strafing the ‘target: from gbout 1000 yards and: qontin=
ued strafing until about 100 yards away, ZEmphasis: should-be" plqoed on’
the fact, thet in every cese the intensity of the fire from the enemy ves-—
vesls was decreased whan the. B=25C=1s opened fire on.them, ‘The bombing
run ‘made’ by each aircraft wes at &n altitude of about 10 to 15 feet at
an average speed of about 250 MPH, In most cases the bombs wer toggled
-in rapid.succession in orders that.one bomb would:skip into “the- ‘gidé of"
tﬁg vessel attacked ‘and the other bomb would be plaoed on the deck,

This method of releasing the bombs almost positivaly assures-a’ hlt.
If the first bomb falls short. of the target, the second bomb will: skip .
into the side of the vessel and if the tapPget is overshot slightly the first
borb will, in most .cases, folliupon the deck of the vessel, In the attack
on the. mornlng of MQ;oh 3, svery aircraft that! released its bombs scored
a- dlrect hlﬁ‘and An many cases two direct hits, oﬂ bﬁb bomblng run. ;37
bombs weré dropped with 17 hits- observed.. 500 .Ib 5. soc, delay Bombs
were used

¢ ‘As.each Ehasc—l released its bombs.it- pulled'up,over the ¢ ttaokod.
'vossel and immediately ;lowered to about 10 feet aboveithe water,  This:



elevetion was the best . meafis 'of’ evndlng the anti-aircraft.fird of both
the warships znd the curgo and tr&nsport vessels, Also attacks from -
ehemy"lrcr,ft were ‘cut-to o mlmlmmm.

The ammunltlon used by the'elght 50 caliber gufis in the nose of-
euch B-25C-1" aircrtft .consisted of 2 armour picrcing, 2 1ncend1arles,
and l tracer, 17)500 rounds of ammunition were expended by the 12 air-
craft in the mornlngfs attack,

Exoctly the same bombing toctics were used by the 8 B-25C~1s in
the afternoon of March 3. 24 bombs were dropped with 10 direct hits ob~
served, lA,OOO rounds of 50 caliber were expended, The tnctics used. in
strafing lifeboats and rafts consisted mostly of diving fronxapprox:natwly
500 feet down to the target. This enabled the pilots to control their fire,

CONSLUSIONS AND RAEMARKS:

The success of the attaock described zbove is self evident, The
writer is of the™opinion that without the coordination as employed, low
level skip borbing attack as corried out by’ the Ninetieth qu&dron would
only meet with 2 mediocre degrce of guccess,

&8s to the best approach and, bomblng run on a vessel, the pilots
have expressed different opinions, In favor of the bow to stern run are
the facts that the heaviest fire power of the vessel cannot be brought
to bear, that the deck can easily be covered with machine gun fire, and
that two bombs in train can be dropped on the vessel, Some of the pilots
are of the opinion that a2 broadside approach is the best as it affords
a better target for. skip bombing,- .

- The acduracy and intensity of firepower from Japanese warships
can not be properly appraised by personncl of the Ninetieth Squadron
because of the confusion’of the enemy. caused by the tactics used by the
Air Force in this action,

s/ IVAN P. HEAD,

t/ IVAN P, mm
2nd Lieuts, A:r Corps,
Intelligence Qfficer,
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