LIEUT. KELLY KILLED:
HIS AIRSHIP WRECKED

Army Airman Suffers Fractured
Skull in Fall at"San Antonio
and Dies an Hour Later.

CARTER AND STAFF PRESENT

Only Up Five Minutes When Mishap
in Control Equipment Prevented His
Shutting Off Power.,

Special to The New York Times.

SAN ANTONIO, Texas, May 10.—Second
Lieut, George E. M. Kelly of the United
States Signal Corps, one of the four army
aviators on duty with the division of
regulars mobilized here, was Kkilled this
morning when a Curtiss aeroplane he was
flying got beyond control, after which it
ran through the air for over a hundred

yvards, and crashed to the ground, bury-
ing Lieut. Kelly in its wreckage.

The machine was reduced to splinters,
the only parts of <it left intact being the
engine and the rear plane work. ILieut.
Kelly suffered a fractured skull and died
in the Fort Sam Houston Hospital an
hour later. He never regained conscious-

ness. The accident happened about 7:30
this morning, in full view of Gen. Carter
and his staff and hundreds of soldiers.

The exact cause of the accident will
probably never be known, although the
board of officers from the Signal Corps
who investigated the accident are of the
opinion that it was due to a break in
some part of the controlling mechanism,
making it impossible for Xelly to shut off
the power when he realized his peril.

The accident happened about one hun-
dred yards from Gen. Carter's headquar-
ters. The voung officer had been in the
air about five minutes, and Major Squier,
Chief Signul Corps officer, had comment-
ed on the fine flight he was malking,

when tne aviator pointed his machine
downward for the purpose of making a
landing. The machine was going at a
speed estimated at between forty and
fifty miles an hour. It shot down, appar-
entiv under perfeect control, and landed a
few feet oway from one of the main
driveways that iniersect the mobilizttion
camp, Kelly could he secn workinyg fran-
tically at the steering wheel ts the ma-
chine descended. and when it struck the
ground everybody breuthed a sigh of re-
lief, believing the ofticer was safe.

But the unexpected happened. The mna-
chine ran along the groun<d for ten or 1if-
teen yards and tiscn the fork into which
is fitted the front wneel. struck some ob--
struction and a moment laier the prao-!
peller began to revolve at a wild speed.i
It could he seen that the left part of
the machine was absolutely beyond the
control of the aviator. It suddenly shot
forward for several yards, an: then as-
cended to an altitude of hetweer fiftecen
and twentv feet, It darted through the
air in the direction of the Eleventh Infan-
try ecamp, tumhbling and rolling like =2
wounded bird. The officer could be s.er
working at the broken coniroiler, bui
those who witnessed the sight say that
at no time did he have a chance to
escape with his life.

The machine gzve a last tumble in the
air and fell with a crash to the ground
Kelly was pitcned out jusg as it started
donwnward. The aviator aund the machine
strick the groiind at the same instant.

Major Squier, ILieut. Foulois. Frank
Coffyvn., the Wright aviator, and a troop-
er were the first to reach the side of
the dving ariator, whose =kull was
crushed. He lav under the wreckage of
one of the plunes, his face to the ground
The ambulance cama up a moment later.
Lieut. Foucar of the JMedical Corps. in
charge of the ainhulance. examined lijeut.
Iselly and informed Major Squier that he
was mortaliy hurt,

By 1this time a troop of the Third
Cavalry galloped up and formed a cor-
don around the place where Kelly lay
Aving. Lieut. Foucar. aided by 1iroop-
ers, picked him up and hurried him to
the hospital, where Aajor Hutton, the
Chief Surgeon, after examining him said
there was no chance to save his life.
An hour ana ten minutes later he died.

Others itear when KWelly was  Killedd,
besides Gen., Carter were (Col. Stephen
Alills. (hief of Starf: l.ieui. Col. l.add.
the Adintani Goneral, and Col. Birming-
ham. (ol. Straab, Capt. T.eonard, and
Capt. Craiz. all of the division staff.
The whote cainp knew nof the accident
within n» few minutes after it had hap-
penerd, and on all sides the deepest feel-
ings of reogrot were expressed for the
unfortunaie aviator, who was one of the
maost ponular  members of the army
COrPSs,

As soon as nrder was restored Afajor
Sauier appointed a hoard of three sixmal
officers to investigate the acceident. Lieut.
Taul W. Reck, chief of the corps, was
President of the bDoard. the other members
heing Ticut. Fonlois and Uieut. Walker.
After a hearing that lasted several hemrs
the boarl reported that atmospheric con-
altions nere good at the time of the ac-
cident, that WKelly's first landing was a
gond me, and that the cause of the av-
cident was due to a bLreak in some part
of the control equipment which made im-
possible the management of the engine
and planes. The report has been for-
warded to Gen. Ailen, Chief of the Sig-
nal Corps, in Washmmgton.

The aceident to Lieut. ILeilyv is the third
within the last ten days., Al of them he-
fell the same Curtiss aeroplane in which
Kelly was flying., Lieut. Walker figured
in the first accident. On that occasion.
in making a turn. the machine got out of
his control and fell 130 feet Dbefore it
righted itself. T.eut. Beck was the victim
of the next accident. He fell over 200 {eet
and landed in A mesquite tree. The ma-
chine was badly wrecked. When Lieut.
Kelly went up this morning it was the
first time the machine had been in the
air since its mishap with Lieut. Reck.

T.ieut. Kelly came 1o San Antonio about
six weeks ago with Tieuts. Beek ang
Walker. All had been receiving instruc-
tion from Glenn H. Curtiss at San Diego,
Cal.,, and had certificates from MIr. Cur-
tiss testifving that they were capable
aviators. When the Curtiss machine ar-
rived several weeks ago Eugene Ely, one
of the Curtiss aviators, was rgent here
to look after the instruction of Lieuts.
Beclk. Kelly, and Walker, who had been
assigned to fly the machine. Ely left ten
dayve ago to fulfill some exhibition engage-
ments, and is not due hack until May 14.

Speaking of the accident this afternoon,
Maior Squier said that, in his opinion, it
was unavoidable.

“* Lieut. Xelly,” he added. ‘ was one of
the best men in the Signal Corps. He was
a quiet. unassuming fellow, devoted to
his work. and gave every promise of be-
coming one of the army’s most valuable
aviators. However, we must all remember
that an aviator's life is one in which the
danger phase must be considered. Orders
have been issued forbidding further fly-
ing for the next few dayvs.” .

T.eut. Kellv was a native of England

and joincd the army in 1804 as a private
in the Coast Artillery. He held every
non-commissioned rank from Corporal to
Sergeant, and was commissioned a Second
Lieutenant in the Thirtieth Infantry in
1907. He was unmarried and is said to
have a sgister living in New York City. His
parents are believed to be in England.
_ Lieut. Kelly was the second army of-
ficer -to be killed Iin an aercplane. The
other was r.Jeut. Thomas B. Selfridge,
who fell with Orviile Wright at Fort
Myer, Va., in September, 1908.
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