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The Lineage and Honors History

The following explains the arrangement of information, and the terms and format used in USAF lineage and honors histories. The Heading, Lineage, Assignments, and Stations sections of the histories list complete data as of 1 October 1995; other areas that required research into organization histories are compiled through 5 March 1993.
HEADING. The heading comprises the current numerical and functional designation of the organization.
LINEAGE. Lineage entails tracing the organizational actions affecting the history of an organization. The official USAF statement of lineage forms the foundation of the organization's history and governs the organization's inheritance of emblem and honors. A description of the lineage system may be found in Air Force Instruction 38-101 "Air Force Organization." The Air Force is composed of primary elements called units and establishments. Units divide among three primary categories: squadrons (the numbered flight is considered a "small" squadron), miscellaneous (a category including such organizations as bands, infirmaries, hospitals, etc.), and headquarters. The headquarters organizations serve as headquarters for establishments. Establishments are Air Force organizations at group echelon or higher, having a headquarters organization as their primary component. The lineage of each organization contained here is ultimately determined by the language employed in the War Department and Department of the Air Force letters and command orders relating to organizational actions. The following glossary defines the more important terms that appear in the lineage and honors histories:
Activate. To bring into physical existence by assignment of personnel (from 1922 to 1959, and again after 1968). During the period 1959-1968, however, activate meant to place on the active list, available to be organized. In 1922, "activate" replaced the term "organize."
Assign. To place in a military organization, as a permanent element or component of that organization.
Attach. To place one military organization temporarily with another for operational control and other purposes, including administration and logistical support. An attached organization is one that is temporarily serving away from the establishment to which it is assigned. It is usually attached to another establishment.
Authorize. To designate an organization and place it on the inactive Army list. Used during the middle and late 1920s and early 1930s in place of "constitute," particularly for organizations held for an emergency and not scheduled for immediate activation.
Consolidate. To combine two (or more) organizations, merging their lineage into a single line, thereby forming a single organization.
Constitute. After 1922, to give an official name, or number and name, to an organization and place it on the inactive Army/Air Force List. See also "designate."
Demobilize. To withdraw all personnel from an active organization and remove the organization entirely from the Army List, 1907-1922. See also "disband."
Designate. To give an official name, or number and name, to an organization and place it on the inactive Army List, 1907-1922. After 1922, see "constitute." Also to give an official name, or number and name, to a non-constituted organization, 1944-1991.
Designation. The name of a unit or establishment. The designation includes all parts of the name: numerical, functional, and generic. A designation also applies to named activities and certain functions. To further identify an organization, descriptive words are sometimes added parenthetically.
Disband. After 1922, to remove an inactive organization from the inactive Army/Air Force List. Shortly before and during World War II, this action was also used to withdraw all personnel from an active organization and simultaneously remove the organization from the Army List. Replaced the term "demobilize."
Discontinue. To withdraw all personnel from a constituted organization, 1959-1968.
Disestablish. To terminate an establishment concurrent with disbandment of its headquarters organization, until reestablished.
Establish. To assign a designation to an establishment concurrent with the designation or the constitution of the headquarters organization.
Establishment. A military organization at group or higher echelon, composed of a headquarters organization and any other elements that might be assigned. Personnel are not assigned to an establishment, but to its components.
Inactivate. To withdraw all personnel from a constituted organization and place the organization on the inactive list (from 1922 to 1959 and from 1968 to date). During the period 1959-1968, however, to be inactivated meant to be transferred from the active to the inactive list, after being discontinued.
Order to Active Service. To place a Reserve or National Guard organization on active duty with the regular Air Force.
Organization. As used on this site, the term organization applies to units and establishments.
Organize. To assign personnel to a designated organization (1907-1922), a non-constituted organization (1944-1968), or a constituted organization (1959-1968). See also "activate."
Reconstitute. To return a disbanded or demobilized organization to the inactive Army/Air Force List, making it available for activation (1922-current).
Re-designate. To change the designation (number or number and name) of a organization.
Reestablish. To return a previously existing establishment from disestablished status to the active list, so that it can be activated.
Relieve from Active Duty. Reserve organizations are relieved from active duty with the regular Air Force upon completion of a period of active duty.
























