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Colenel John H. Davies, (withGeorge)

Distinguished Service Cross, Silver Star

Commanding Officer, 27th Bombardment Group (L)
October1l, 1941 to April 1,1942

Commending Officer, 3»d Bombardment Group (L)
April 1, 1942 to date
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crders, and stories covering the 27th Bombordment Group from Jen 1,
1940, te Mey 7, 1942, end it covers the survivors of this Group from
May 7, 1942, to Sept. 1, 1942. All holéers or ommers of this bock
sre hereby notified end warned that under no circumstences whotsoever
esn sny pert or parts of this publication be suvld, used for publicity,
cr in sny woy explcited. The stmost care must be teken during this
war thet this bouok does not fell into improper hands. This is in no
wey &n officisl publiceticn.

The Steff working on this bock begs your leniency for the over-
lepping of periods of tine but 1in order to get ss much of the sctiv-
ities of the 27th Group s=s pessible it wes certsinly necessery. Ve
hope to put cut in the future s permenent ccpy snd a much more com-
plete cne. In order tc do this snycne who cen sdd informestion cr
pictures to this beck will help a grect desl by forwarding sene at
cnce to Captoin James B. Meifee, 0=23263, U.S. Army Air Force.
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To the Surviving Officers end Men of the 27th Bomb Group

Being enxious to retein for ourselves a nerrative of the
activities of the 27th Bomb Group from the time it left Americe
until it wes rendered inective by the War Department due to the
almost complete depletion of its perscnnel in the Phillipines znd
the activities of the few remzining survivours in Austrelis I
have asked Gapt McAfee, the Group Intelligehce Officer, to sllot
certain phases or periods of time to you to report on. It will
be an uncfficiel disry solely for us snd whet you heve to say will
not be rltered in sny way by me. The only request I make is thet you
plesse refrain from edverse criticism of perscnnel unless ycu con-
sider it neccssbry to bring out some mistske thet by so reporting
you can hope to’'definitely prevent its recccurence in the future.
The resultant chronical should serve the purpose of preserving for
us a closer relationship with the comrades we hed to lesve behind
and between ourselves when time begins to shedow our memories. In
eddition it should provide us with informetion thet will mske better
scldiers out of us ell in recording the mistskes thst caused us so
much dispzre nnd so hampered cur struggle to hit the enenmy with some~-
things I would like here to list a few of the gravest mistzkes thet
were most epperent to me end some of ycu mey some dey be in & positicn
tc¢ prevent such ccnditions under future similsar situstions:

1. The sending of personnel in one meduim of transportetion
and their fighting equipment in snother should be one of the fun-
damentels of warfere and history hes piven us previous examples of
disastrious results from not following this doctrune. Had we had
our dive-bombers with us when the Japs moved south with their surfrce
eraft against the Philippine Archipeligo at the cut break of
hostilities the whole situation I am sure would have been vastly
different that that in which the Scuth West Pacifie finds itself to-

dw.

2. TVhen our dive-bombers did errive in Australia they were
lacking parts that prevented their sssembly for combet sctivity until
the opportunity to get them mgeinst the advoncing enemy in the Philip-
pines had gone. The persons in America responsible for sending our
dive-bombers over without gun mounts, trigger motors, sights, ete. in
my cpinion are subject te trial for criminal negligence. WNever send
equipment into the combat zone unless it can be immedistely used for
combzat,

To that grand group of Officers and men thet remained bchind,

I wish to pay the highest tribute. It grieves me when I recsll how
our Air Force lacked the suthority to move thet group to where it
could do the job it had been trained for. It would be easier to re-
place ten eircraft carricrs than to replece thet group of highly
trained specialist which had reached perfection zs = result of prec=
tical end theoretical training. The enemy achieved = grezter success
then they will ever realise when they deprived our Air Force of their
services. Try and replece men like M/Sgt Ssunders with his berib-
sight maintensnce and armament inspecticn ability. Think what we
could do with highly trained end experienced specislist like M/Sgts
Smith, Dunlevy, Green, Hucks, Cox, Cemeren, Rushin end others in our
rapidly expanding Air Foree. To those afficers and men g1l I esn sey
is you formed one of the finist organizations in the Air Foree end if
our attempts in your behalf had been successful we would be together
now doing a job that you were so capable of performing in s supericr
manners May we meet again ere long.

To those of you who were sble to cerry on the fight from this
theatre of activity you heve my highest praise. Your determination to
get something to fight with and your struggle to get it where it could
be used regerdless of the tremendus handicaps confronting you proved
your loyalty to ycur coumtry. You exemplified the spirit of getting
the job done regardless of hardships, heartaches, and spparent lack of
support. That spirit is the stuff that our country depends on to sc-
complish the task faeing it today. You are worthy of every praise I
can possibly give you and I toke this opportunity to salute you.

JOHN H. DAVIES,
Colcnel, Air Corps.

Courtesy of the Robert . Ruegg Family



DEDPIGATION

To the Officers snd BEnlisted men of the 27th Bombardment CGroup
(L) dead or missing in cction in the Philippine Islends, RAustralias
Jave, and New Cuines, we dedicete this book and g1l our efferts to

repay, ten thousend times over, thoe Japonese for every one of our

men lost,.

Courtesy of the Robert G. Ruegg Family
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Ronald D. Hubbard, D.S.C. and Silver Star

James B. Mclfee, Silver Star

Robert G« Ruegg, D.S.Cs

Julius B. Summers, D.F.C. =nd Silver Ster

Harry L. Gslushs, D.F.C. and Silver Star

Thomas P. Gerrity, Purple Heart

James H. Mangsn, Silver Ster with Ozk Lesf Cluster
Henry J. Rose, D.S.C. , Silver Star with Ogk Lesf Cluster
Francis E. Timlin, Silver Star

Lelend 4. Walker, D.S.C. and Silver Star

Hewerd B. West, Silver Star

Thomas P. Talley, Silver Star with Osk Leaf Cluster
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Editor-in-Chicf...ccvevenevverne...Ooplbein James B. Mclfes
Laaistant Bdibkeriseasiisaissisvasa lst Lt. Freneis E. Tinlin
Chief CenSOTee.... verssresvesensesJEERREREFR (Neme Deleted) Ed.
Clericel Cormittee...scisevecvasvaeBgt, Philip J. Kenney

Cpl. Fdmond Lewis
Pvts Puter A. Covitch
Pvt. A. Hoyes
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FACE

“For want of sn Airplane- The resdsr hac only fto bear in mind
thet one vhrase snd the trapedy, psathos, comedy, srd all other ele-
nents of this book are explained for cnce esnd a1l.

iz the story of the ill-feted 27th Somberdmen’ Group (Light)
ten b Officers vho survived the destruction of that Group.

It is not in our hesrts to mske this g sad story -- rather, we hope
you will be sble, as you re=d, to live with us, to lsugh with us, to
understand vhy those who died did die, to teke into sccount the surge
of wer against those vhom you knew in the 27th, and lastly, =nd nosu
important, te forever record, for those of us who hrve up to now sur-
vived this wer, & story of "The 01d 27th®. To thosec of yeu who reid
this end rre unfortunste enough to hasve lost e son, husband, relstive,
or friend we hope you will undsrstsnd whet it meent for us to lese then
too. They verc our tesm mstes, every men. None of us in the remmants
of "The 01d 27ik" hes ever gobten over the fell of Batezn gnd =ith It
the 27th.

¥e were not shle to moke this s complste gs ve wanted--ve heven't
nerr enough piciures--we heven't a true picture of the 27th's last
kours--we heve no news from the Red Cross that most of those on Betian
ere Prisoners of Var--tliough tis scems a weslth of meterial, we
heven't lLeen oble to put in ucver ¢ helf of ocur experiences duc tc tims
and the infornstion not teing on hend et the time of printing. Never-
theloss, wo sre not rble to figure the velue of this beck in terms of
rote of exchsage for it isn't worth money. Colonel John H. Drvies In-
spired the conccption of this book.

The Empire of Japsn bought the 27th Bombrrdment Group. On April
10, 1942, they, the exchecuers of the Joprnese Yer Meching, closed the
secount of the 27th Groeup snd merded it "Prid op Bateszn®, Strictly
speaking thet ves e very omesided wiew te teke -- - slent-cyed view
you might sry, for on April 11th, 1942, the survivers of thg 27th Gps
re-opened the gesount and this time it wrs merked "Bought on Betz-ni,
The sccount st this writing is still open rnd many instellments have
been paid, but the final instellment will be peicd by Tokio.

For wrnt of #n sirplsne the 27th Group lost it's life--tul Tojo,
there might not heve becn enough eirplenes in the Philippincs for the
27th Grouy but don't you wish you hed erpturcd us 11?7 God give us
Strengbh Leiyieriaaies

Courtesy of the Robert G. Ruegg Family
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FEBRUZRY 1940, T0 JULY 4, 1941

The 27th Group

The 27th Bomb Gp (L) cere into being in Februsry, 1940, st
Berkscale Field. The birth pengs were suffered sclely by the 3rd
Bemb Group, who furnished the pcerscnnel.

Colonel Clsrence L. Tinker, lost in cetion in Micéwey Bottle, wes
the first Cormending Officer, succeeded shortly theresftor by Lt. Col.
V. ®Wright. 1In October of 1940, the Group moved to a new base ot
Srvannah, Gooroio,

Our tine &t Sevannah wes spent with B~18's, dcing bombing and
funnery cnd & fev A-18's thrown in "for general hell-reisingh, Msreh,
1941, saw the first £-20's arrive for us sné frem then yptidefurust we
had an enjcyrble tine, which ves #W@Fenly interrupted by the srrivel
of the Desuntless Douglas, or the -A-24 dive-bember mere familiarly
known es the Blue Rock Clesy Pigeons.

Courtesy of the Robert G. Ruegg Family
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JULY 4, to OCTOBER 31, 1941,
The 27th Group

It 7ee a beputiful fourth of July in Sevenneh, Georgis, end the
dey feund the 27th Greup's henger line quiet. The ususl gusrds stood
ebecut the vericus plenes parked on the field end civilien visitors rode
through the bese slightly sved by the sudden rise ¢f an Army 4Air Field
vithin their midst. It ves guiet then, but in the deys thet fellowed
the 27th vrs destined to find g1l the problens and emcticns of life
thrust viclently upon them. Whet a really full meessure fete hed in
store for them.

The "fourth" pessed, and the 17th, 16th, snd 91lst Squadrons of
the 27th CGreup busied themsclwves with trzining for the fertheoning
manuvers. There were pilots to be checked out on the new Douglas
A-24's thaot hod errived, flight lesders needed treining, the squedrons
had new connenders to beccne accustomed tc, end the crgenization ss &
whele nceded & comnon assceiction to weld them as one. Cel. Guy
Mcleil wes now Group Conmander, Major J. H. Davies wes the new Oper-
etions Officer, end the 16th, 17th #nd 9lst Squadrons haé Cept.
Villien Hipps, Capt. Render D. Denson end Lt, William Eubanks recpie-
tively for the new Squacron Commenders. ALl vere men vhe grve the
group ¢ new impetous and s new lesse for s hepeful future. Sc with the
pessing of the July nomth, the 27th found itself fest becoming a unif
fied unit and the perscnnel getting trained end enper for the forth
coning mancuvers. & few officers such as Lt. Ruegg, Lt. Rush, Lt.
Lcifee, snd Lt, Stefferd left tc help the Ferry Commend ferry DB7's
to the English, but, in the main, the Grecup lent 211 its effort fer
the big mancuvers.

fugust cene end with it the first change. The 17th Squedron was

sleted tc go to Shreveport, Le., sc Bender Denscn snd his boys left cn
the 18th. fir the Shrevepirt Municipsl Airpoert. Here they steged a cne
squadren war, flying for both the Red and Blue Armies until joined by
the &th Senadren and lster the 3rd Greup. The entire eorly phese went
vell with only one or two minor mishapss. "Herry" Mengen on & test
flight in an 4-204 hed one engine go cut on the teke-off and lanced in
the Red River, o little wet cnd ¢ 1itils wiger. "Diek" Birnn tore

cut six high tension lines end blscked out 7 tewns, coming cut C.K.
except fur e power ccnpany complaint. Then teo, there vaes the fanous
episode teld of the 17th vhen they bonmbed zndé rcuted their omm calvery.
But who cen tell which side cne's on when ha's on bothe

&nd so came Septenber gnd the Leke Cherles nud. Meny = 27th mra
will never forget the huge lumps of mud he cerried eround for days at
a time. The nrnusvers here were packed with activity. MRecky" Gouse
had & fereced lending due te oil treuble end "Zeke" Summers landed rt
Clerk Field snd was trying to meke Sen fntenic. Being the lorgest
menuevers ever sttempted in the United Stetes, the 17th, 16th snd 1365
Squacrons had their hends full. But cespite this, they turned in on
envicble record in thet they flew many more missions than the compelaing
Groups steticned with them, BMembers of the 9lst, flew with the 15ta
cduring these nissions.

Septenber prssed quickly and the pecple of Ssvennsh sew their
hardened hercves rcturning ¢n or ebcut the 31lst. The merried officesz
+ore plessed to be back to their fanilies, the bachelor officers gry:
forth eries of glie when back in their gocd cle B.0.Q. and Remler's,
end the enlisted perscnnel fast dug out their <ld "red bocoks" of
Savernah gals. TYes, it wss beck in the groeve for all. Bub a runcr
scen started. The 27th wes slated for the Philippines. Philippines!
Why what sterted that "deel" Some wild idea no ccubt thet wuld
never naterislize.

But brother, materiszlize it did. One week efter the Grecup hed
arrived in Savonnzh they were "swestin® T.B...'s snd lording lists.
Everywhere pecple were packing end prepering to nove. Some got
merried, Tslley, Hanbeugh, Gause, Dillerd and Stevenscn. OCers were
sold, families sent heme, end whole squadrons checkec end re-checked
for equipnert of all sorts. So packed they did, end on the 19th,
of Det. the cfficers end men of the Group sterted for Sen Freneisco,

Callfoynin~-the designcted port of emberketion., Some offilcers went

-3
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by private conveyance and scme vent with their vericus units on the
trgin. Lt "Hermen" Lowery, lst Lt "Willie" Eubsnlts and Lt "Floyd"
Ropers now had the 17th, 16th and 9lst Squedrens respectively, So

on to Frisco it wgs. The Groun noved to fngle Island, but not befcre

& lot of their beppope had been dunped into the bpy by 2 runswrey cer,
received their physiecal exaninstions, end then started dowm the fngle
Islend Hill on e dreery, Crizzling Nov. lst. It scmehow fitted the
nccd 1e tine Everyone wes naturally sed et lesving their frience
end fanilies, but esch had sn inrer convieticn thet he vas doing o
right thing., 8zd = perhzps, but the nen vere really surc of themsclves

1s56d. Frch nan was

On to the small ferry beats the Sgusdren pa
d, the little vessel

checked o5 he got on the bost. Finally, lo:d
pokad into the harbor and the first fomcus we of the 27th were
utterec fr tl 2 "rillie™ Eubenks sncke, "This rumcr has
gene toc Then gt onee leughter and jecrs broke cut relieving
the le the ferry land nidst a great cesl of kidding
end -

I planks dnte the U.S8.8. Coclidpe poured the 27tk Gp.
yorng nen, elcerly men, esger non, £nxi ]

cnxicus men, sec men, but
They were reslly = vo derful erew crnd the Group Conmender hed a recson
to feel preoud.

At last the vhistle blew, peoide weved and the grest ship
cered as her proeps cur intc the vweier #né heeded for the Golden (&
Bridge. ZEveryone craned his neck for s lest lock end then inte %
Pacific Ocesn the ship slippe The 27th Greup wes P.I, bound!

Courtesy of the Robert G. Ruegg Family
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HEADJUARTERS 27TH BOMBRRDELNT GROUP (L)
AR FORCE COMBAT COLL.uKD

FORT WCDOVELL
SeN FRANCISCO, GALIF.,
OCTOELR 29, 1941.

FIRST

CLASS PaSSLEGIE LIST

VANGE, REGIIALD F. C.
DAVIES, JCHN H.
HIPPS, WILLIAM G.
EARROCCO, TILLIAL A
S.VTLL, JOHN .
VOHLFIEID. Maf¥ .
LOWERY . HERN F
HOGERS, FLOYD

ZUBANK, WILLIAH k. JR.
MITCHIER, PAUL E.

HALTCL, WINFILLD S.
MARVEL, WILLIke R.
B.CKUS, LDWARD K.
HOBBS. LOUIS E.

& cCLUILn. , ROCBLAT ¥.
LOERSCH, EDLED J.
GIL.uOl\., J 08w,
SLITH, HORaCE a.
SCHULTZ, BLsCK
GaLUSHa, FaRRY L.
EaNGD, CaBL L.
HUBBARD. RONaLD D.
BANK, BLHTHAL
UANTELS, CLAUDE P.
HOCHMAN N DAVID
STEVENSON, GLEROOD C.
SUKLIRS, JULIUS B. JR.
nirnau Fﬁkﬁh 2,
Ruﬂsu, ROBERT G.
SaVAGL, COLULBUS
SALVATORE, ALoXAEDER .
SCHLIDT, RaLfH L. L.
ROTH, HARPY H.

RO5L, HEWRY J.
ST.FFOiD, ROBIRT T.
DOnMN, OLIVER C.
DILL4RD, SalEL H. III
DONNEW-ID, RICH.ED S.
DOVEY, PHIL R.
C.NEON, CHARLLS JR.
COWART, LIROY JR”
LILLER, KEWNETH G.
SCHARE, BERT

COBNOR, HENRY C. JR-
LANCASTER, OLLIL JR.
SLENS.N, MLLVIN H.
KANL, GEORGE W. JR.
CRARAL, LEONAED C.
SIRNN, RICEARD R.
CAUSE, LAMNON J.
GERHITY, THOMAS P.
GILBO, LUiA:DE.
HEISS, GUSTAVE M. JR.
MANGAN, JubilS H.

017451,
0-17999
0-20787
0-283009
0-251331
O-31L05L
0-21662
0-22494
0-22349
0-300044
0-220194
0-350519
0-3031%5
0-2L9501
0-227628
0-342485
0-207167
0-351722
0-363264
0-373895
0-35T7L5%
0-371850
O-35L4L55
0-L00953
0-~1,200569
0-23138
0-23271
0-392735
0-378042
0305942
0-403816
0-430818
0-403810
0-4,03809
0-403943
O-431732
0-431737
0-4,21739
0-421888
0-L20575
0-L29145
0-420751
0-4,20648
O-L291LL
0-393658
0-375788
0-311602
0-370449
0-403701
0-421599
0-393108
0-421600
0-393820
0-403821
0-404121

e

MAJOR'S
CAPTATN

18T LT

2Nu LT

Courtesy of the Robert G. Ruegg Family

H) & HG 5¢
Hq & Hy SQ
16TH BOKB 5Q
HQ & HYQ 5G
HY & HQ SO
HQ & HQ S
17TH BOME SU
HQ & Hy 53
91ST BOWB 84
16TH BGLB 54
EJ & HG 80
Ha & Ha 54
Hi & EQ 53¢
HQ & HS 59
16TH BOLB SG
17TH BOEE Sk
17TH BOuB 5§
915T BORB 34
915T BULR 54
IS8T BB 59
17TH BO=B 50
e & HG 5Q
17TH BORB 59
16TH BOWB S¢
16TH BB 54
16TH BOLB SQ
16TH BOLE sy
16TH BOwB 59
16TH BOLB 51
16TH BOWE 3¢
16TH BCLEB 50
16TH BOLE 31
16TH BOWB SQ
16TH BSLE &)
16TH }_‘“ B ;-‘*.'_
16TH BB &
16TH BCLE
16TH BCLE 50
16TH Biie o)
HG & HE 8%

Pl D

HQ & B3 &4
HQ & HQ 3
HQ & HG &'y
HG & HQ &y
HQ & L L]
HY & Ha &0
17TH BCLB &2
17TH BOLB SO
17TH BOLB S0
17TH BOLB £0)
17TH BOLB S0
17TH BOLB 50
17TH BOLB S

17TH BOLR
17TH BOLB

]
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ﬁ&‘
57~
£8.
59
60,
6l.
62,
63.
6L,
654
66,
87
68,
09 -
70.
f 8 1
Fa%
e
?1‘-}0
75.
76,
7?.
T8.
TG
80.
gl.
g2.
83.
&l
85.

HEADJUARTZHS 27TH BO.BaRuLANT GROUF (L)

aIR FORCL CO.BaT COuulnlil

FIRST CLaSS PASSLNGER LIST

TO.NSLED, EDIIK C.
TUBB, DOUGLAS B.
WalKER, LELaND &. dJr.
WEST, HOWARD B.
lcKINNLY, LZR.
STIRLING, Viarawl G.
TaLLEY, THOwaS P.
TLLLIN, FhaBCIS L.
WHIPPLE, ROBERT i
YLINLRT, JOHN C.
THOPS0IE, advOLL .
VOLFL, MICHALL F.
SMITH, Jauld H.
wUSS0K, RalfH L.
D.VIS, GoURG. S.
JOHNSTOR, #ILLIAw T.
DUGaR, PalUL
BR-S"LEL, HOuzh R.
HILLEY, ~KTHUR G.
HasBROUGE, ROBLLT G.
STReSE, ILLIAk J.
Dallk, EUGLHEL P.
CARBUROUGH, PEARLY H.
THOKAS , ROY &
WCOD, CHarliS L.
BIRD, WILLIak W.
PATTERSOL, nORACE B.
KELSEY, JOHN W.
AYalé, <OHN &.
WHaTIL ¥, B LVIN B

0-388196  2BD IT ..

0421633

0-L04097

0-4L04L104

0-404121

0-28230

U-L032948

0-L03954

0-4,04105

0-40L107

0-360024

0-418262

0-393150

U=L2LT77T7

042k 717

0-L2L768

O~-L20L718

0=£24701

0-421703

0-421691

0=-421599

0-421898

O-42L732

0-L24761

0-424786

0=L25233

O=4,21,720
12025974 (FLYING GCaDLT)
15015194 (FLYING CalRET)
11024561 (FIYLiG CruLT)

o
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17 BuuB 5%
17 Bomb Sq
17 Bomb 5q
17 BOwB 54
17 BOwB S5
17 BOwB 54
17 BOuB S
17 BOKB Sy
17 BOmB SU
17 BOLB 56
91 BLB S84
91 BOwB 3
91 BOLE &4
91 BOwB S5
91 BOmS 5.
91 BOuB S
91 0wB 5@
91 BOwB 5¢
g1 BOwB SQ

.91 BOLB S

91 BOLB S5
S1EQB S5
61 BClb S
91 BOLE 53
91 BOLB SQ
91 BOKB 54
91 BOwB 53
HS & HQ 54
16 BOLB 53
17 BOLB 5%



FOVEMBER 1, 1941 TO DECEMEER 7, 1941

The 27th Group

4t 1:00 IN Fov. 1, 1941, the United Stetes Line's "President
Coolicge™ chose tc run., The 27th Croup, less one men, Lt Merch,
vhe nissed the boat; v2s sboerd, of ccurse, end everyone stood at
the reils end wetched Frisco recde into the fog end rain es the
Coolidge chugged her wey under the Golden Gate 2né cut to ses. The
skies were as bleck n: our spirits, but the sea itself wesn't rough
so neerly everycne vas sble to settle their unessy stomaschs in time
te de ample justice to a surprisinply rood SUpper.

November 2, 1941, every Cfficer end Enlisted men knew by dewn of
this day thet there vss ne beer cr ligquor to be bcurht fron the ships
stores (the bell boys had r seeret steck they scld for trice @ bottle!-
velue and they dicd & box office businese), end it vas slso very obviou:
to everycne thet, vith the exception of tvo wemer in the PX end the
Docters Office, thet there rere only twk =omen nessinpers eboard. The .
porers thet be (the brains end vheels) met in the lcunge sné set up
a recrection ccmmitice to promote boxing, svimming, lectures, ceck
tennis, ete -- Mujor Davies, eppeinted Lt Tony Glebie the sthletic
directer to erreree the ccntosts. Beb Ruegr and Lowery rere gssis-
tents =nd judpes rlso.

The Ccclidpe is en excellent shin. It still being pecce time,
she vren't crovded end the Officers were living three tec = steterocm
erd the men s11 belew in tier bunks except for the first 3 prrders vho
e#lsc had strterooms. The mess ves extre gccd=-stesks, squebs, cheese .
cf ell kinds, selscds ¢f 211 cescripticns; =11 of this continued tc b
aveilable right cn throush the trip.

It mes sort of funny but the renk snd firle cidn't knew for #
certedn thet the group's dectinetion wes. "Plun! ves vritten on all
the begpere o1d equipment, but no officisl créers had been seen di-
rectly guoting the ner stotion. Fovever, ne one would bet & _ssd spck
aarinst the Philippines rs the ship's end.

The novies st night were sclidly pecked with men -- The Ceolidpe
seiled slonc snd there were no restricticne nuch of = nilitary ncturc.
Brig:cdler Genersl Lough ves the ship's commender, srd he wanted ss o1l
to be cenforteble. Ve vere! -=- besking in the sun 211 dey, gorging
curselves at meal times, swimmdng, vriting letters, reeding, pleying
errds, and wesring civilisn clethes !

Yevermber 6, 1941, the bic ship slevly rounded Diemcnd Hesd st
6:00 LM and slid intc the decks st Honclulu sbout 8:00 2. Everyone
crevded cut errly in orcder to fet a lock at Hersii, and nmcet everycne
thcught the trevel edds did en injustice to the hesuty of thet scene.
Me jor Drvics issued passes to everyone, snd ve rushed sshore sbout
8:30 tc teke = zood lock before the best seiled egein o 2:00 Pl.

To those vhe hedn't seen it beforé Henclulu wee 2 rather strange
and orientel plree, but most of the boys found the bers quick enough --
there's no difference to be found in the bhoettom of o flass. Ve all
sam "aikiki, the Upside Down Fells, Peerl Herbor, ete, snd the cable
anc. telephcne ccnpanies nsde nuch neney during those brief hours.

Brck on bosrd at 2:00 and everycne wzs precticelly stiffe--
Stafford lockec like he »re in a hell of 2 bed scn. Ruegg, Helss,
Gerrity, snd lic/fee spent the first hrur getting pictures of esch
cther with Heveil as e beek pround ss we slipped ocut to see. HuSberd
wes s0 covered with ledis £11 you cculd sce wos his shiny knot. Jibers
hac beught feney shirts snd trcuscrs cné pereded them 11 aver Lhe ship
7 locked cuite festive. :

t cefinitely locks es if the P.I.'s are cut lest step. ¥We bleeke,
cut lest night but nct before we hed ¢ peep et the ships steening slons
vith us. One wes the ‘rmy Trenspert Winfield S. Scott and the oiher

...7.-.
Courtesy of the Robert 6. Ruegg Family



Courtesy of the Robert G. Ruegg Family



wes the U.8.8. Leuisville, & hervy Cruiser. Everyone wes required ic
¢rav ¢ silheustte of the Louisville for identificeticn purpese. ¥e
eould see tanks end men on the decks of the Scott.

The long deys fron Heveii on passed scmehow without ineicdent.
Senny "clker lesrned tc pley bridee end would bet snycene 50-50 whether
he heé = trunp or not--Gus Heiss hed similsr treubles. Ruegg and
Gerrity naneged to ect nore «f the "Gooud" feod in the mess then any-
one else, Stephenson, Beckus, Mejor Devies, Hobbs snd Heltom got on
beerd £t Hevell with esses of bettled heir tonie, snd nost everyone
attended their usuel "Slug" perties every Pile Bert Benks and Lancaster
foeught niphtly and mightily to see vho could tell the biggest cne--
Bert won. 4t this peint, it must be odded thet as the deys pnssed the
two Army Murses gut better sand bettsr locking--zs = metter of fect,
it ves rumored thet Grrbo end Gsble were gbcard incepnitc! That rumor
sterted =2 veek cut of Haweii. During the blszek-cut nights severel
«fficers who he@ hecd previcus experence in P.I. geve us veluable scvice
in leetures in the lounpe. It might be noted thet scme of these
officers had seen service in P.I. during the lest ver!

The liner Meigs vrs supnosed te be enrcute from Frisce with cur
planes, but se frr we heve no nevs of her.

The group held refulsr meetings in the morning in the lounse.
Officers gave shert talks con dive bembing, etc. One in particulsr wes
quite a prind. Csptein Hipps telked for 30 minutes on veering metal
shin guerds vhile flying in crse ¢ bullet hit you on the shin. T
expected cur planes teo mest us then.

The Iouisville shoved ¢ff cne dey by relling cover on her side snc
suvinging her guns sbout a5 she took off after g derk blot, hull éorm
cn the herizen. Ewerycre seid, "4 Nzgzie Ragicder"! Time hung hesvy —--
ve erguel fur deye as to vhset the cderk blot ves. fnywey, the Leuisville
slipped back into nlsee en hour lster with a setisfied smugmess sbout
her.

Off CGuen, ncthing but & smell islend end ve cculdn't see much.
The Louisville let her plenes off by esta pult and they flev over us st

2 paxinun specd not execceding s Sesa Gull's. The Sectt needed yater sc
they saic.

Dern in the mess the Captein put cut = stisll poop sheet every ey
giving our positicn end miles covered sinee the previzus dey. fis we
pet nesrer P.I. everyone ‘c.c)rl-r ricre interest in the poop sheet -- re got
sort of tired cf the bost. "Zede" Sumnmers vee hoving fhc time of his
life hezing the two nurses and vice versa.

Major Verce lectured us ¢n Englsnd--ssid he thourht the Germens
had actuel;y tried to invece Britsin lest fall.

Fovenber 20, 1941. Menile By - Cerregidor - Beteen Field on
left es ship seiled covm Herbor - Smell boats still sesrching for sur-
vivers of "The Cerregicer", an inter-islsnd bost blerm up by a mine in
the bey oa the 19th - Henile coning inte wview - ship slowed to stop and
Lroy Officisl borrding party ceme cboasré - gll squedrens in group kspi
nilling sbout until crders came ¢evn ssying disemberk end proceed to
Ft McKinley - lend uncder cur fect (slsc nstives selling cigrrs end cokes
st 15 centevos) - inte trucks end relling dovn Devey Blvd. - Little
brorn urching shewtcd "™i-Joe" ot the Yenkee troops - begtveen the 17°0a
gt the gete of Fr McKinley = sarcunc the oflicer's querters lcop to cur
stcpping place - enlisted men te live in tents cn the golf ccurse in
front of the officers's guertcrs vhere the cfficers sre to live § tc =
house = cverycne ree hot end tired - cur brggage sent up from the bost -
some of the stuff wes gtill vet from its cducking in Frisco Bay
Sumners sccoted off snd csme beck rith 2 cute little Filipino girl
(sbout 15 yeers ¢ld but bip fur ser size) and snncune:d to all that she
ves his lsvenders - & levendera is short for e wemen vho vill best 12
the life cut of ycur clcthes snd buttons but will vesh end stzrsh laz:
at the same time. - The officers gqusrters were bip and rather like a
bern, but they vere pleasant at any rate - at lunch on our first day
o all pot a shock cut of seeing the first Iquans (an alligator-like
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lizerd sbout three feet long) cravl scrcss the officer's club flcur -
cur first night in Manila ves spert teuring all the bers, night clubs,
dives and whet not - there wes the Jai Alai Club (bets, beers, bebes,
brcke), The Grass Sheck, Cess Mensne, Menile Pole Club, Army end Nevy
Club, Bambce Hut, Hanile Hotel, Tom's Dixie Kitchen, Orientsl Ggrdens
(next to the graveyard gcing out to leKinly) - Mangen, Telley, Post
end Tinlin made them 21l severel times - and sc¢, an end of the dashes
and the firct day.

The next twc deys were occupled with locating curselves with re-
spect to the locel gorg sheps, tailors, lsvenderss, irons, ircning
beards, cher ccel, mailing times to mect Clippers, meeting old friends
(iicifee lived next dcor to a clessmete in the Infentry, Freddy Yesger
and Mac, Backus end Hipps ate thoir meals with him), and generaslly
settling themselves down. General Waimsright chewed the group out for
nct dressing as neet and clean =s the Filipines - cthervise, he wel-
comed us to P,I,.

Ft. MeKinley vas & reception center snd the 27th wes to stey there
until its rirplenes arrived. Thore vas still no news cf the ships
either. All squacrens rolled out of bed 2t 6:00 AM and spent the morne-
ing =t close order érill and =11 the usuval squadren duties. Eech sge
orgenized & soft bell tesr, snd e played numercus grmes on the golf
course. The 17th Sg. cleined the championship, but their claim wes
bitterly cobjected to by cveryone else.

We bave =11 bLeen speculsting on cur move fron MeKinley to San
Hercelens. San Mercelens wes cver on the vest ccsst north of Batzan
Peninsula and sc fer as we cculd finé cut it didn't have enything for
ug in the wey cf weter, fcod, runways, hcuses or sny of the essenticls
necessery tc meinteir a grcup. The lest tve deys of Mov. we boerrored
feur c¢lé and very €ecrepit B-18's from the 19th Group et Clark Field.
None of us hed flying time for the menth sc¢ the group srrenged &
schecule with these four ships sc we cculd ell fly ocur necesssry four
hours spiece. 4s steted befrre the ships were in extremely se=d shepe -
parts vere held together vith bsling wire end other parts held together
with vhet epperred to be only grevity. Backus end a pilet frem the 19tl
toeck off torether with & losd of 19th pilets. The 19th ves skepticel
of cur flying #bility ond they hed srranged thet one of their pilcts
s t¢ be co-pilots every time re flew. Brckus is sn ¢ld sirline pilet
by the wey. On this take-cff Ed Beckus's ce-pilot ferget to pull up
his wheels #nd =8 = rosult they didn't gzin much =ltitude ¢n sccount
of the loand. They esked Brckus tc let them fly frem then cn - he hit
the recf, neturally. Schmidt bletr cut & tire end Hipps ground locped
egonin. Stephenscn and Meifee clipped the t:ips cut of the trees fer
100 yexrds =fter e scrorged up teke-off. Bub brek tc Sen Mercelene,
we locked the field over while we rere getting cur flying time in. Tt
lecked sort of wild end woely sc ve decicded tc rent a hcuse in Henile
fer en Officer's Club. Ve plenned on flying men cdovm for the reck-end
snc officers eculd sleen and est et the Club.

Lenecester wes given the job of Club Officer end commissicned to
rent us 2 house. He natecherly hed to ccllect 10 pesos off every officer
befere he could stert his vork, but Bert found = fine house with fur-
nishings vhiech he rented for 50 pescs & menth. Host 211 the Officers
put their el elcthing end unifcrms in the Club Heuse for storsre.

The frmy-Nevy griie on Nov. 29, v=2s certzinly = fine ecvent for it
geve everyone in Menila a chenee to fill up en grog snd be very Jctei
dovm et the Army-Mavy Club. HMefifee ves ¢ cheer lesder for the t-my &
leng vith Horsee Greeley snd Wynekceop. Coliu Kelley was suppese: &
heve beeon the 4th cheer lerfer, but he vrs on alert ot Clerk Fic!? th-t
night. Stephenson worked the liphts on the score hoerd. It wvas ¢« grod
gene so they say -- we didn't herr it on scccunt of stetie interferccea.
The firmy lost. Hermen Levery tock off ercsgs-country in e jeep geing
hecme from the Club, he , ¥elker end Ruegg ended up in a rice petty wiin
nud up to thelr esrs, almost scher.

On the 7th of Dec, we wore &t pesce on sccount of the difforsnce
in Hevedl snd P.I. tines, the 27th wes chsllenged tc e scft Well gne
by the Hrnile Polo Glub.  4n ell-ster team was chosen from 1l age
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end the greup left et 1:00 Pl for the Pclo Club. The game begen at

2:00 and by 4:00 PM the score ves 19 th 2 in fevor of the Pclo Club,
Hipps and Schmidt had a fine erpgument over who hed mede the most errcre.
encd that little tiff wes finelly feirly well settled. The geme frTed-
tally shifted tc the bar =t the club vhere everycne pot stiff in prep~
eration for the dinner the group ves giving in henor of Genersl Brereton
vho was the C.G. of the fir Foree -- Gen. Brereton wes the old 3ré Gp.
C.04 end cur Bese C.0. &t Savennch at cne tinme.

The dinner vrs given et the Manila Hotel end wrs reslly guite =
gey offeir, Everycne vet cn their very best drunken behavicu end Gen
B had to keep his cyes on tho flcor to keen from c¢isciplining the lot.
Mzngen and Townscnd kept meking frces st their So Ca0., Levery,; vwho set
at the heed of the teble with the General. "Zeke" Summers wes givin:
Hipps hell #t the cther ené, snd generslly it wes the best cntertsin-
nent this sice of "Minsky!s".

At 2:00 AL the dinner preduslly breke up end we felt our wey for
MeKinley. The devm broke, Ver iroke, »e lived frem todey on, termented
with the old, wcrn-cut phrese == "Mhere in hell sre cur sirplenes?®
Somebody made an erful misteke == e £1l hcped they vere peying forit.
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FAR EAST AIR FORCE

NEMORANDUR :

TO

group.

BAJ.

Gapt.
Capt.
Capt. «

Lst
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lat
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Lt
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1st
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lst
2nd
2nd
2nd
2nd
2nd
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L=t
1st
lst
2nd
Znd
2nd
2nd
2nd
2nd
2nd

et
L T |
(o 50

ot e

Lt.
LG,
Lt.

Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
L.
LE.
Lt.

Lt.

T
Ll

Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt,
L,
It.
Lt
1t.
ILt.

Lt.

Lt
Tt
15, 00
Nt
35400
£} AN
Lte

.

All concorncd.

1. Th: fellowing i1s a roster

Hg & Hg Squadron

Davies, Jchn H.
Harrocco, William A,
Sewell, John ¥.
HWohlfield, Mark i,
Rogera, F;oyd .
.,J.Jrom, f".Ld S.
Marval, 5
Ilu.buaru, u.anu
Danicls, Claude
Swonsoen, :Holwin

16TH BOME SQUADROH

Hipps, William G,

Mitehler, Faul E.

MeClurs, Robert F.

Hochman, David

Stephenseon. Glenwood

sicAfes, Jamcs B.

Bendcr, Prank F.

Ruczz, Robhert G.

Savage, Columbus

Schmidt, Halph L.L.

Hoth, Harry H.

Rose, Henry d.
17TH S80HB SQUADROK

Lowery, Horman B,

Hocrscn, Edward J.

Gillon, Jauk 4.

iango, Carl L.

Bank, Bovthamw

FUUSE s Damon J.

oerrity, Thomus P,

Gilbo, ZEdward E.

Hoiss; Gustawe H. Jr.

Mengan, James H,

Kloster; Leif B,

Kokjor, Madsen C.

918T B0MB SQUADHON
Fibanks, William E. Jr.
Suith, Horace a.
Jchultz, Elack
dalusha, Hazrry L.
Smith, James R.
Summers, Julius B, dJr.
Salvatore, dlexander R,
Mehenugy, Ezra
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FORT WILLIAM

TSRS 27TH BOMBARDIZNT GROUP (L)

HeKIKLEY, P.L.

DECEBER 8, 1941.

of Off

Mok
uapi.r.

capt.

2nd

2nd
In

it

2ne.
2nd
2nd
2nd

2nd
2nd
21
2nd
2nd
2na
2nd
2nd
2nd
2nd
2nd
2nd

2nd
2nd
2ng
2nd
2nd
znd
2nd
2nd
2nd
2nd
2nd

2nd
2nd
2nd

2nd
2nd
2nd

Lt,
Lt.

Lt.
T+

L.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.

ity
It
Lt
7,
Lt.
Lt.
Ly
)
Bt
LE,
It
Lo

Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt -
Lt.
Lt.

Lt.
Lites
Lt.
Lt,
L.
Lt..
Lt,
Lt.

icer personnel of this

Backus, Edward .
Hobbs, Louis E.
Kane, George W. Jr.
Graham, Ieoonard C.
Downzy, Phil R,
Birnn, Richard R,

. Glebis, Anthony L

Miller, Kenneth G.
Schwarz, Bert

Connor, Henry C,
lancaster, 0llis

Jr.
e

Stafford, Robert F.
Doan, Olivcr C.
Dillard, Samucl TII
Donnewald, Richard
Cannon, Charles Jr.
Cowart, Leroy dr.
Hillsy, Arthur G,
Thomas, Roy E.
Owon, VWoody T.
ifaccani, Gorden H.
Hann, Richard H.
Ose, Alvan S,

Stirling, Warrea 0,
Tallzy, Thomazs P,
Timlin, Francis E,
Townssnd, Edwin C.
Tubb, Douglas B.

. Walker, Leland A.

West, Howard BE.
Thlppj_c, Robert,
Patteorson, Hora.r:r'. H.
Johnston, '."Jilliu fhE
Lassman, Charles T

Davisg, Georgs 3.
Dugan, Faul
Braswell, Homsr i
Hambraugh, Robert
Struﬁb, William ¥,
Dale, Eugene P,
Searboro, s -*]__-:* L
Woed, Charloes W




G18T BOME SCUADRON COH!'T

2nd Lt. Wienert, John C, 2nd Lt, Bird, William W.
2nd Lt. Thompson, Arneld 7. 2nd Lt. Bjoring, Rovert G.
2nd Lt. Wolf, Mitchel F. 2rd Lt. Davis, James R,
2ng¢ Lt. HMusson, Ralph I. 2nd Li.

AVIATION CADETS:

WHALLEY, ALVIR 3.
KELSEY, JOH i/,
RYAN, JOHN A.

By ordsr of Hajor DAVIES.

G, W. KANE, JR.,
2nd Lt. Air Corps,
Adjutant,
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DECHASIR 8, 1942 TO DLCLLBER 17, 1942

271 GOUP Ny

The day war started in she Fhilipsines (Dec. &th as we were scross
the Jnternational Date w~ine) g ol the 27th Gp was in quarters 54, Fort
mchinley. Later on when the air raids started Hq. was transierred to 2
tent in the ravire back of the quarters, here George nane, the Group
adjubant still mengyed to keep all of the paper work going in spite of
the war. How he'did it he didn't know —— we used to Make paper planes

out of his poos shests just to watch samething .-ithout a red dot on ic
fiy around.

To be as mila 2s possible, it was a hell of a situation. Lo planes
no weasons excenst a few pist8ls and lets condense it «nd just say 1o
nothing". Right here was where the 27th had their first run in with that
211 powerful chunk of paper celied the T.Bea.. The T.B.A. sald no rifles
and no machinc guns and that the material g at an air Bese wes suj oied
to do our protecting for us. “hat katuriel Sy wnd whit oir pese werenlt
spccificd and that ended thet. We loarned fast though and with a 1ittle
2id and some fast puzer work thot wes never proven 450 rifles appeirod
on the scere wnd the Group sterted trainiag, Some of the wiider souls
next susgested hend-grenades. But on due consideration (after ducking
every five minutes when some simols Dloke decided that grensdes were an
inhumen wcapon and not for use by the «ir forec.

The first afternoon the Group wis csked te furnish three B-18 creds
for night bombing on Formosa. They never got to boxb but were luter
used 25 transports. Yo also furnished personnel to run Neilcon Field
for the Big Shots und for the interceptor comiind. I never wes quite
sure what thore wes to run =t Nedlson but anywey we ran it—licafee can
tell cbout thet. Tie were ¢lsoc called on to furnish men to man e
sochine guns at Nichols Ficld and a detail to ten ofiicers s sent tu
Cl:vk Ficdd. Lveryonec wanted to be on the lust detail becauce thev
thought they would fly P-4U's. Too bed they aldn't get to, Wic would
have shot dovn the first Nip sooncr.

 Just before the war started the Grouz hea been busy filling sanad

bezs <nd vullding revetments et Nedlson for our plunes winen they coes
(they were alwsys coming around the mountuin). "o £illed 100,000 ard
d Pockus went Gown to draw -nether 150,000, Luss than 500 were avud-
able. This was two doys before the war started. Ed went ih to sew
Col. ir charge of the depot wndG usked if they coulan't be procurc fov
us. The Col. lzughéd ond scid, "iell, we hove cuthority to buy them
lccally and loczl menufactrers cen furnish us about 100,000 a week.
Bub I don't think therc'e cnough ol an wunergency now to justily spund--
ing Gov't funds for thet purocss". Ed wes alwuys sort of outspoken so
wne will omit his ruply but the Col. den't like us any more. To git
buck to Luilson though we hed the first revetmert holf built when war
was declursd (nd that's as far ss it pgot. The next morning thers was
a brucic becked up zpainst it znd they were loading the begs on to stack
_round the fgs building.

Qur chemical defence nlan is worthy of mention ilso. The Group
early sequired the hobit of getting our supplies and .sking questicns
efterverds. So apbout the swcond or third doy < lirpe supoly of chlor-
ide of lime arrived, Hot our full T.B.i. allotment but zdequate. One
hour liter two indignent chemical officers errived wonting to know
vhet kind of Cepitclists we were, trying to cornper tie entire Philip-
pine 1ime morket! Our lime departed with them. So we cnded up with
ten gallons of kerosene cnd some strong sozp distributeq zmong the
squedrens, Immccictely after an attack the boys werc to greb the kero
sene =nd souu, sprint for the nearest showers, dissolve the musicrd
with the keroscne, cnd wash off all treaocs with the scep. All this o
be done , we cuees, to the streins of "ie're gonna slup the dirty Jap
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was gquite an experience, L e: at 03
all znd after two of three false alarms.
£ =

led up in his moscuito net he thought it was
lart Banks went thru the poréh scrsen without

when the daylight raids started our main pastime was
ACI-ACK. Poor devils — only four guns to cover the

¥ichols Field, lieilson, and Ft. McKinley. The zuns_used te

hot they had to sten in the middle of the raid te cool off.

the 27th sheuld be

pred with planss. Over
take ye=ars to replace.
first rate fighting
ey were too

we gould o
and it w

aouipr
en Goneral B
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DECEMBER £, TO DECI

ER 22, 1941

16th Squacron

On December 8, 1941, the 16th ves pencefully sleeping in vericns
buildinrs cnd tente or the plesssnt conpus of Ft. HeKinley. Our
vlence had net errived ae yet and we had fully enjeyed cur brief stey
in the Philippines seeing the sights and trying o tell texi drivers
viiere we wented to go in our fluent Tersley deelect. The hardest
thing cbout conversing rith the Gock drivor wes the fact that we were
usually holding ocur hrecth es they tere or less skillfully end very
luckily pilcted their texix through, over end sround celeszs, dogs,
bicyeles, ond kics. Lt Stevenscn wes mor: or less ot heme, heving
spent 2 fev years here ns ¢ G.I. some years previcus.

FPitheut planes snd cur field nct resdy for ceceupaticn, we vers
uneble to de any treining cr preperation. Everyone was enxicus to
get our planes and stsrt to work. We were svere thet we were gitting
on a ponder k&g and tine wee precicus but with ne ships ve weren't
verth our trensportation nerces the Preific.,

Anc on Deeember 8th the Jeps struek. At 4:30 AF lsjor Drvie:,
“ur C.0. got & phene eell. Peprl Herber hed been bembed. Ueor hed
ceres 25 years of pesce and a phonv cell £t en ungedly hour steving
thot perce wes no more. Ve were stunncd. ¥We couldn't believe it.
énd ell we cculd o was sit tight snd hipe cur ships arrived. Sc wa
vent brek to bed. At 8:00 LM rencrts sterted ecming in of other
reids an€ ucst of them in the Philippines. Clard Tield and Ibs werc
hit the karcest. lickody knew rhat to co. The only thing we knet how
to fight with wrs planes sné we hed none, Cept ¥eH. Hipps; the l6th
Co 0., sterted the nen off cn enzll sras drill erd we went choun wune-
inpertsnt details in 2 ¢rze.

ibcut noon three B-18's verc essipmed cur greup. Ruegs, Petsr
Beuder end Selvetore vere to teke the first mission. Crews wmers ns-
signed end we writed for the word to go. It dicn't come rnd the 1o
Cry encther sguedren tock over the shipe snd we didn't sec the snip
cgcin for 10 deys. The rest of tho ey wes trken up with dipping fox-
hicles snd conoufleging. By night we were more cr less uscd bo the
ider that wer wes here and spent hours cussing vhoever wes respenzibis
for the shipping of the 27th Greup o the P.I. withcut planes. Ta
went to Lesd resdy for anything. &nd it come. About 1:00 AN we tod
en air reid alarn vhich got everycene up bub nething herpened. A5 9
ve bed rnethor felse elerm. &nd et 4330 we were scund aalcep vher =
torific blast shick 211 the buildings fellowed by a weird displsy of
fireverks, And 1000 men wore cr less nade o desperzte dive for the
cemparstive shelter of o revine 50 yerds cwey. 4 12 foot crop into
the ravine was no obstrelo end we ell piled up nestly et the beitom.
Total ecsulties: One sprained enkle. Sleep ves cut of the ausstion
frem then on.

Detachnents of men were scnt to Nickcls snd Neilson Ficlds for

duty and the Jeps struck Michcls, The first casulty in the Group v s
Pfe. Chitwcod, of the 16th Squedren, menning e mechine gun and a homb
got him. Hipps vas transferred to headquarters et Neilson, slong i
Heafee, Stevenscn, and Rusgg. Those on day shift cculdén't sleep muc
et night because of the constent feer of nipght reids, and on the nighl
shift sleeping in the daytime wes tebeo bocause of the heet snd siv
raids. So most of us went without. Peter Bencer was flying a B~1&
somerhere on the island end e would get reports of him every day or
80,

On the third day, vord crme through thet scme of us would o= sond
to Clerk Field to fly pursuit. Evervone vanted to go snd have = ersoi
at the Nips but only 10 left, Rese, Stefford, Savage snd Eirnn vere
nong them.

]

The next few doys were ¢ night mere, and G-2 wasn't the basy
place to work., Repovts started coming of Jep ships landine troops.
There must have been encugh ships to fleet Lugon if =1l rencrhc vere

gorrast,
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Lt. Rose, whe hsd gone tc Clerk Field with the boys, wes hesrd
frem ceeasicnelly and it wesn't geod nevs. They were ell pround
cfficers. Not encugh ships.

And rumers. An crmy travels os much c¢n rumers as it does on its
stonzchs. One of the best ves thet the Nevy res speeding to cur re-
scue sveeping everthing befure it. This kept us going at least two
deys. A&nd bofore we could get dovmhearted sbcut it not being true,
word eene oub thet Dewoy Beuleverd was lined with £-20's just waiting
fer us %6 come trke then off. And the clessic ves a cell to heed-
aquarters late one afterncen stating thet cur &-24's were on the deck.
4 frantic rush tc the doeks revesnled ncthing except that there wns
probobly o Fifth Colmmnist or twoe on Luzon and they had cur number.

Blecod, sveat, and tesrs. Now ve knew for the first time whet the
British vere teking. Fnemy planes overhesd, wendering vhere the bombs
woule fell next, digping in when they came toe closg, weiching cur
hepelessly snall Lir Foree foreed dovn by supericr numbers of the Nips
eating in & hurry, slecping in s hurry, deing everything in s hurry,
end weiting. Yediting for whet? kore plones, the Mavy, the ccllepse
of Jepen or ¢ miracle? The Nips lended on both ends of Lugen snd verc
closing in. Not very fret but certainly stesdy. What bombers were
left moved s:uth and the pursuits were used speringly for recen and
esiie beeck te report more Nip ships. Lingeyen Gulf wes slveys full of
ships, Olengrpec wes covered with Nips, ncrthern Luzon wss alive with
Nips, £11 cloging in.

e still hed goud Cays. Buzzy Wegner vent out a2 lone end got 8
or 9 Nip planes, Grent Mahoney on sncther lene reccn strafed a Hip hase
getting szeveral ships end vericus cther suicide missions came in with
checrful reperts. Just encugh for us to cling tec the deliricus hope
for o few ninutes that 30 P-40's could teke the whole Nip Alr Force.

ind ve hed moments of relaxation, if you could cell it thet.
Driving inte pitch black Menila to the Officers Club for a gcod mesl,
end being chellenged ewvery few blocks by an itehy-fingered Filipino
sentry. And ériving home slightly potted and trying to stay in the

roaCa

find geing devntown during the dry snd being esked by everyene iy
weld stop them. Sure we would, with 29 plenes end 20,000 nen.

lieifee wos working ot Neilson trying to build an zir force.

Ruegg wvas relecsed from heséquarters snd wrs helping bedfee. Rese,
Biran, Stofford end Sevege were still et Clark petting hell 24 heurs

e dey. Bender hadn't been herrd from. Doan, Hambaugh, Schnidt end tis
rost of the boys vere running the squadron.

Eerly one afterncon a mecting wes called by Major Dovies. Ve were
told to pack 30 1lbs of possessions for s ten dey trip. Our plenes were
in Austrelia and we were to get them. Ruegg, Birnn, Rose, Schmict,
ond Doan from the 16th. All-very sccrei; neet st 6:00 FH to ge to
Nichols.

Abcut 8:15 P we started for Nichols Field in sedsns. To get
there we had to pass through a Filipino villapge recently bombed while
the Mips vere trying te hit HNichcls Field. The stench was nauseatineg,
and with the complete bleckout, broken only by the glow of burned
Cavite across the bay, ancd sinister silence broken only by an occcasicrs
pistol shet, we had a sense of forboding sbout the trip ahead,

¥e hed s short meeting, plene nssipnments znd the news thet tal-
off was et 3:00 All. Heiss and Timlin had one ship, Fred Hoffmen snd
Selvatore cnother, end Streng encther. Ve slept little that night dus
to the mosquitos, end partly the mncabre appesrance of cur sleeping
querters. They had been bombed considerably. Docrs end windews wor |
migsing, shrapnel had ventilzted erch rcom end cdebris ves litteree
everyvihere. But we slept scne.

N
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o rure rawy ot 3:00 fH Decembeor 19 for Terelien. fn uneventfel
trip, hut e svere wesry, Too meny Uips sround, snd the rear pun vres
'@ heve been eudd turley £ cne g floet pl ne. ren inte
sethor «omé Bed t: shim the vewes the lost Wred fiilos: Lended
~4cre e zmzll Dufck iir ”fTC' D__- 18 relerme.

for hiurs snd then o ff for 1 rily after
ak-z, Gclenel Jin pot very busy <m e peper of some scrt.

& frem his bar snd se Te ercssct the squstor
ve ertiecle stetine we hed crossed end had a
is tino we bagin to think ve'd pet through.
icent and stoyed the night in seme officers

ve slimed & vory improe
¢rink a1l sriund.
Mece Belikpe
cunrters.

e vere inftroduced te Dutch hespital it} and hLeer, Doth execellent.
4lso the "Duich Thife"., test ¢f the buys kicked the "Dubeh Tifel to
¢ne side :nd went vithcut.

Decentier 20 end Tersken tehind. Mext step Mecasssar, nede yithout
incident. Nzessscn vas & goed exemple of WuLoh thercurhness. Eachine
fun nests snd berb wrire beorracsdes svoryrhere. 4 short stop there and
on te Keepenp. oSome miles cut of Feepeng, a strenpe shiy cane up *e
leok us over, everyons vas on edpe. Plene turned ouvt to be RAIF and
brought us on in. Stayed in Keepang that nighu. Fveryone foe tired
te do more than eat sgnd turn im,

The neyt mornign we pot an early start znd off cn the last lep
£ the trup tc Derwin. & lonpg hup over water and the cld erste vas n

her lrsst legs. DPothing radicelly swong but just strange nolses snd
vheezes from both engines. But e did make it #nd landed enly fo ;-
ground lcop dus to s scft spet, Gus says, csusing rno demare.

Darwin, =ith mescuitces, heet end not much becr. £ frontler
torm of Pew women and lewer comforts. A few fugsie ships =nd rro
crevs. & good field with good iuerters: BAussie shorts znd hais.
megguiteeg. Vesley sdmitting noriiat he hadn't itold us before her "nd
g condition the ship was in. Didn't went to worry us. £Lnd the Tires
premenition thet naybe our ships veren't cuite ready to Bob et
least we were in fustrslia vhere ocur plsacs vere and Ve i
veule, orly tele e few deys te pet then in shepe and stsrt beck. Her
little re knev.
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DEC. 718, 10 DEC. 17TH, 1941

91ST SQUADRON

On Decamber 7th, 1941, everyboedy had big plans for the training,
and operation of the 9lst Bomb Squadron (L). The sguadron was then
stationed at Ft. William MeKinley, P.I. under thoe commund of Lt. W. E.
Bubank, Jr. All these big pluns were suddenly destroyed when hews of
the bombing of Pearl Harbor was received cverything was in a turmeil.
Everybody suddenly realized that the squadron was completely cut of
training in regards to the usc of pistols, rifles, cnd ground machine
guns.

Lt. Eubank was assigned to Intelligence at Headguarters, and Lt.
Galusha took over temporary commznd of the squadron. 4ll officers was
given a platoon of men and were told to give their men training in the
use of fireamrms. Xveryone had just about as much to learn as the next,
including officers, They even went as far as to make plans for evac-
uation if it came to that.

Lts. J.R. Smith and A.R. Szlvatore were assigned to assist in
operations et Neilson Ffisld, ond Lt. J.B. Summers with other officers
was scnt to Clark Field for duty.

On December Gth at 3:00 A.M. they had their first night air raid.
411 the officer's quarters, when the first bomb fell, Lt. Galusha
trisd to get out of the mosguito bar, and what seemed liks an hour,
later he finally succeeded during the time he wa trying to get out of
bed, the bombs were falling, shaking the buildings, and the Filipines,
having set up machine guns throughout the area, were shooting tracer
bullets evzryplace. The first impression was that the snd had come
and stars werc shocting everyplace. Bits of hot shrapnel was falling
all around. It looked like a great Fourth of July celebration.

+ aust not have taken over a Pew seconds to get out of bed, be-
cause as we werc getbing out, we were almost stepped on by rusaing half
neked men. Aswat the time you could get up you'd e pushed back down
in by enother person.

ATtor about two nights of having to get up and rush ocutside svery-
one decided to move inbo the woods where all onc had to do was dive in
to a slit tranch beaide the bed. Tuic worked fine until it began to
rain, then we were torn between two desirss. One Lo 2e near a dive
tyench and other to be dry. e tricd the first one and then the other.

e
aga

ile kept this up until December 17th, when several of the officers
were secretly called to headguarters. Zeke Summers, J.R. Smith, Salva-
torc and Galusha were called from the 9lst; they were all half scared
to Heath. No onc knew what h: had done or what he was going to do.
They wers told they would all po to Hichols Field about 7:00 o'clock
that night, and would recicvz orders therc. Everyone was guessing
whers they might be golngz. Everyone had an idea it would be south, but
due to the fact that they were only allowed to bring 30 pounds of lug-
zage, bhey thought it couldn't be very far south. They all expected

to be back within two weeks ready with planes and ecuipment for combal .

When *hey got to Nichols Field that night they learned very lintle
and at 3:00 A.il. the next morning evcrvbody Loaded into 2 B-18s ond a
C-39 heading scuth,



Hajor 0, L. Grover,

Parsuit Greup Comminder,
Clark Ficld, FanFanga, FI.

December 10, 1941

By order ¢f Colonel GECRCE the following officers of the
27th Bombardment Group arc dirscted to report to you for duty. They

are damn good pilots and efficers:

Capt. Hdoord N. Backus
Licut, TVarren . Stirling
Lieut, Themas P. Talley
Lieut. Richard R, Birnn
Licut. Robert F. Stafferd
Lisut. Henry J. Rose
Licut. Colusbus Savage
Lisut. Robert ¥W. Vhipple
Lieut. Leland A Salker
Licut. Howard B, West
Iisut., Charles Canncn
Licut. Julius B. Summers
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J. H, DAVIES,
O, 27th Bomb Gp.



Courtesy of the Robert G. Ruegg Family



17TH SJUADRON

The 17th Bomb Sg was rudely awakened on the aorning of Dzc 8th by
bombing at Nichels Fi<iz. The Jups h d ooiled Ciark Ficl- +a0 % Ioornoo:
and this night they gave iichoiu . Peit . QAT b e elole Be wHen
the 17th was-statloned. It 45% vhue Puiod. ™ 230 abtuiion nob a mile dis—
tant, Th® ' e Row a6y moved from the nursde ground te the junzle
nearhy. *

The pexb morning the Scuedron quiskly issued smull aras 5 ammunition,
and gas masks. Everyonc was koyed up ond an air of tonscness =nd execite-
ment was about. A1l dur fox holes.

-Hujor Davics had the sauadron C.0.'s in for 1 short mecting and stan
ding by for orders. Crews were formed to man the 3-18's and theyr had to
stund by, .

The next day, (9th), found the 17th with some of the erews mapning
machine gun posts at Hichols Field and with flyine crcws standing by to
man tho B-18's, Tom Gerrity and BEd Townsend had ona , Pote Bender sho
Harry Roth of thc 16th hed the sucond, and Gus Heiss and F.E. Timlin of
the 17th had the third. &11 had it casy on the 9th but on the 10th ell
were called out, Tom and Bl wore-down at Nichels preparing for a bormbing
mission when shortly afternoon tho Nips.staged a hugké raid. Tom and Ed
ran for cover as the Heros began to strafe the B-1E that they vierc to us:c
on their mission. Tom unfortunately was hit in the hand by a pi.cc of
shrapnel and Ed got to cover just as the B-18's load of bombs blew UR. "y
"Tim" and "Gus" ran into a dog fight but finally managed to get to San
Mareclino.

In the same raid, soveral of the 17th gunnors at Nichols were strai
and one crew manned its post until blown out by bombs.

The next few days saw the sguadren sending "Sonny™ Walker, "Peto!
Talley, '"Whip" ithipple, and others up to Clark Fiold to fly P-i0's.
Hermen Lowery;, the C.0. went to Nichols to work in the G—2 section,
Several othiers left to h.lp and Harry Mangan, thon a 2nd Lt., was loi't
to run the Sguadron.

On the 12th, Fort McKinlcy was blessed with rain and no Nips. The
tiac was well uscd to gob the men settled. Spirit was a little low duc
to the lazck of real activiby by the Squadron but thru the ¢fforts of g%,
Pearsons, Sgbt. Cameron, and othars it was soen high.

The 13th was o duy of roids. Huge formations of 27, 36, wnd 57
bombers came over Manila and nearby instollations. &/a Tire onzie? thct
but werc only moderatily successful. The Squadron in the mea W Wl
working hard to holp #t Nichols and the 14ith passed as the 15th ar i, more
znd biggor raids and still ne real action for the 19th dus to lacl. of
planes and orders, ' :

€0 on
The 15th pusged and then the 16th. =d Toymsend, Pote Talis ULy
Walker and othors returned from Clark complaining thot oCtor ull st

L P N

ther had failed to get te fly the P-40's. Hennan Loucry also roo
once more assumcd command of the 17th. E

On the same 17th, Herman, with scme of the hoys —- Valker, Tu .,
Tnlley, Mangan, and Townsend-wore picked to go to australia to faris *
=345 of tho Squadron buck. to P,T, Lt. Sterling was left to cony
Siuadron and on the morning of thuy 17th wll the Forezolup gane loit
Idehols Fiild for .ustralia. '

=
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Dec. 10, 1941 To Dec. 17, 1941,
CLLRK FI.E!LD

The following namsd officers from the 27th Bomb Group wers ordered
to zo te Cldr Field to join a mursuit group and fly P-40's. Capt. Ed
Backus, Lt's uummera, 3tirling, Yalker, Rose, West, Talley, C¢nnon,
ibipple, Birnn, Savage and Stafford. Upon receiving orders to depart we
grabbed our parachutes and Mae Wests and headed for Neilson Field to fly
up in General Brereton's C-49 which was to be pilobted by Lt. Hampton from
savannah who was the General's ald, e wers shoved into one of the opsr-
ation offices to receive our instructions before lsaving. While we were
waiting General B. ran past and told us tor excuse him that he had & date.
Bill Eubank saved our necks by telling us to scram, that the Nips were on
the wawy. we figured out later that Gen. G. had a date with a Bombh Shelter.
Hde were all headed Tor @ ditch when the zeros hit and burnsd up the plans
in which ue were going te Clark Field. Ve never could firure out vhich was
the worse, the Japs strafing us or Wienert trying to hit one of them with

Bis <45,

after the rald we vere sent back to Ft. hicKinley to #o up in a recon
car. * s wers told be’cre departing that parc-troons had landed between
Manila and Clark Field, so we all left with our pistols cocked and our
hearts in cur throats. ife finally made it sufely after ridine on the edge
of our seats for twe houra.

The night was spent by the edpe of headcuarters which tms cencealed
in & patch of trees south pf the field,; although we didn't know there was
a soul around until davlight. ZHveryone slepnt without blankets except Sum—
mers, who found & asn that had gone for a short walk in the bushes and
also’a lot ameller than he wis. iihen the man cume back Sunmers wes sound
asleep all rollsd up in a nice uara blenket. It looked like Sumners used
his heat and his zize 1o steal the poor man's olanket. “alker tried to
sleep under his g=5 mask but found it & bit small Lo keep him warm. A1l in
all we spent a lovely night freezing to death with the ground colder than
h—=1 and the country # bif Nippr.

Next morning we Found that our dreams or rather good luck of becoming
pursult pidots wos nil due to superior Jap planes and very darn few P-40's.
On top of it all we found out that about 100 pursuit pilots were in & rest
camp about 10 miles from the fisld. Je wers all ziven jobs around the fiele
in place of the pilots who had heen sent to the bush due to lack of planes.

Summers and Hose were to salvage parts of shot up planes and had about

A0 planes to work on. Stirling moved into operstions. Talley and iinlker
were assimned to the 24th Pursuit Group as Group Communications officers.
Sweet job, all they hed to do wes sit around and listen to a secret line

to headouarters which had a line tappsd by the Jape te Gen. Tojo and a
couple more for his staff and on top of it all they couldn't hear a darn
thing. ‘nipple ond Birnn had a sweet job of sitting on top of one of the
hongers as look outs. It was a nice job if you didn't care about Jap

planes and bombs. HEvery time they "1Uh ed something they hod to run up a
red flag and then run or fall down zhout 100 steps and dive into a bomb
hole, Whipple used te look at his watch and tell us he had only 12 hours
to live. Seems he gured his life from the time he ot off duty until he

want back to work, One hay .hile getting ready teo take Birnn's place as a
fl”“ pole sitter on top of the hangar, Whipple watched Birnn put up the

d Tlag and lead his men down the stairs to safety. Always before Whip—

ple had let his men zo Tirst, but he decided that Birnn had the right idea
Jbout leading his men 1nstead of following them. He thought he could move

a lot faster than thsy could under such conditions. West and Savage were
warking in transportation. Capt Backus was in charge of the enginecring an
in his spare time kept his stooges out of trouble if he could find them.

The second day West and Walker went over to the for side of the fisld
to look things over, There was a 2,500 ft ceiling at the time so everyone
felt happy about the Japs not being abls to find us. About the time the
2 W's wers a mile from the fisld, Jap bombers were hecard overhead and
about 10 minutes later the air raLd warning sounded.
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Een started runnine for fox holss and the rain st

West and ‘Taller started soing through grass shacks getting & rain cont

that wouldn't £it. After covering sbout a Mily they pob buck to leadguart—
ers jusb in tims to have 18 Jap bombere ceme down thrsugh ths clouds. They
opened their btonmb doors where we could all ses then -nd then proceed to

drop their esgs in our area. Some of the bombs n.d 2 bip sigr on them which
read "to vhom it map concern' and brother toey wers all for us, At this
time szmz bine Dirnn angd Talley had dnst findghed taking # shower and had
started vmlking houe, when the houbs starbea falling. It looked plenty bad
for them st the tine becaouse theyr hed one bimy littls tree to hide behind
and no fox holes. The bombs foll in a perfsct line up to about 40 ft, from
tham and then stopned. It ascems that this lettle raid cured them of taking
any more showers, OF course you can't blame them for that. After all, it
doesn't make you very bhapoy Lo pet sice and clesn «nd then have soms peanut
brain cover you up with dust Trom a yellow bomb.

artad pourinz down while

i

1

Ll

Daring: the tise we weren't worldne part of the hoys use to spend the
day in the ats, away fros all the noise and boubs,. Hedss, Timlin, Talley,
Fhipple ang Wall ¢

cor auring ono of bihess duys counted Y4 bombers cnd escort—
ing fishiors szo by lesding for Manila and they werc all in ons formation .

We kept alive on rumors that our ¢ VeI dowl L Manila ond that
they were being assembled and flewh of T of Dewey Bivd, T ey had cvorsibing
from 4-24"%s be P=30%s waitdpg for us. o all wondered what the army would
be like without Ganeral hunor and his staff to keep us bucked up.

. Mapy jumourous incidents during the wesk lept s from becoming bored
with our jobs. We had our mess up in o slaughter houss owned by an old
negro. He had formerly belonged to the 10th Cavalry, but before the com—
mencement of hostilities he was furnishing meat for the troops at Fort
Stotsenburg. Thus we alweys had plenty of mest for our mess but it was
rather disconcerting to miss Forky the Pir froa cur vicinity and then find
him in our moss kit for lunch.

Birnn wus continually huagry. he ate early bLreakfast, regular break-
feagt, and mony times msnazed to make the line for late chow, This contlin-
ued through the day, &bt one particular time during 2 six hour raid he was
kept in a trench from 7:30 £ill 1:30; all the time in dasy sivht .nd sniff-
ing ranpe of the kitehsn.

One morning during an carly raid Walker and Sumasvs grew bold. They
Filled their plates with eggs and settled bshind the lhouse lor breakfost,
A hissing noise caused than to raise Lheir heads; not missing a bite.
Tater invastipation showsd that 2 dud boal had od Fifty foet fron
their tableo and this destroyed their appetite for the next few hours.

The morining of the 10th we were all in fox holes before 3:00. The
fRips buzred and buzsed above our heads but no strafing or bhombing followed.
Around 11:30 the old negro who had bocome our mess Sergeant remarkod, "Jell
Pons; T zuees they'll be polng hoss scon for lunch', however, bLhe blizhking
continued. At 1:15 he raised hie head and snid "Lordy me, they done brung
their lunch with them".

On Thursday, Backus was determined to meb & bath. He had been doing
2 great jo» of repairing and hidinz our last 15 F-)0's. So--he started out
for the showers, which were still imtsct in the seldiers guarters. Two raid:
foreed him to cover befcre getting there. Howewer, he got his shower and
feelings nico and zlean sturted back for camp, o sooner had he ieft the
shower room then the zeres eame. It almost broko his heart to he {orced to
take refuge in one of the man heles in that vieirity. There after, we heard
no more talk about batis.

e thousht thie high point of the wsck was the arrival of Gus hiciss
and Timlin in a B-18, They lsnded and zoout that tims the red flag went up
ot the tower. Both hoys displaycd untold courage in £flying thut ola pat-
ched crate syound. Heisz suddenly remesber that he hod Jeft his lust sult
of eleun underwenr in the plone. So amid the hullets from the strafing
planes he made hie way bLack to his plane and wnen back to our wsuger,
which was 300 yds of open country fror where thoy were caught. They had
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no armor plate and onlw 3 .30 callbre machine zuns, of which only the front

with nhy degres of sucecssc.

zun. worked

Hxlgs 2nd Tomlin were stoiding arcund telling us their cupericncas
amd how fast thzy could rur, sthen a bogb dropred zbevt 400 yords from the
treas Wo wore under. Jalker told us lobter thubt onc winute he suw Heiss and
the next second he sew & few trees rustline where Gus had gone throush them.
About the sans © me his oin leégs got into sction and he started dewn the
trail to find o holu., Poor Timlin had never heen there befere and conld
just kecp track of the dust Somy was kicking upe They finully hit a hole
ard both loy therce shaking so hod they couldii't tall., Afber it wasz all over
iz came oub of his nole covorcd with dust -nd cuzsine becansa the loundry
he had risked his nechi to save cariicr in the day hod gotten covervd with
dir. from the trench that wms esved in b & elose miss, Foor Cus and ho
trisd so hard to kecp clean.

One day while Walker, Timlin «nd Talley were walking froa the field to
dinner 4t Heodeuarturs the Jeps started coming over to bomb. the only hole
that coulc b found wws shout two feol doep in thu biscuest dirt in P.I,
#Walker and Timlin Jjumped a feace and started digging in. Telley said he
alwuys whted to see vhat Jap beabors leokod liks, so he stayed in the id-
dls of the road. The first bomb ment off asout 200 yds from their cozy
little hole and Talley cloared the fonce at the same time and trisd to get
under Vialker and Timlin to zeb protoction. 1In doing tais he caved in both
sices of tas tronch «pd covered thic rest of the boys up with dirt so black
that it mode them look like 3/4's of the population of Savannsh, Goa. which
is really black. Whon the hombs started seoing off Tulley wellsd "Jesus
Christ", and the nelse scemed to have some of “eebt of a Philipino woman who
came out. of ‘hor hHols a8tgr the ryid ng "rogeeded to git under a troe with
a erosas id her hind and hell Pdosus Christ, Josug Christ". Talloy sias cured
of witching bombing and iniker and Timlin docided thet thoy kpow o uew form
of prayipe under fire. On Friday woe bocfine deecidely bored with sleeping on
the ground. «w¢ hod nlse found that thu Japs: scldom came over ob night, so
wo movod ub to one of the lLousces at Fort Stotsenburs to sleep. The next
duy Svmmers wont baek to the house or some reason or othour and saw'lb.
Rosen' printed on the house next to it. He wes imwdiatsly curious bocmuso
ne hid rooned with o Milvin dosun atb dest Point. He wrent in and asw to his
surprist a dining room with teble sct for seven and a half eaton meal on it.
However, npon closor inapection hic noticed tnat the salad had congealed and
snbs wore mamning 211 over the table. At cne plabte wis 2 newspaper dated
Dec, Sth. Looked as if the hors had been disturbed and rushed te battle
stations in « hurry. ILyckily they had loft about five sllons of Tanduay
Rum cnd two cnses of Coen Cola. Life was OK until the nips hit the ice house.

On Dee. 17, we wore recclled to Manila.... Sumsers had to fix the rad-
iator on our reconnnissance car witich had been hit by shrapnnl, He did a
hasty job and stirted bucl to the hangar to rovurn the tools, ond found much
to his surprise thut ne hed been working sbout six fect from san unexploded
borb. e wore all back At Fort #HecKinley by four on the ufternoon of the
17ths Something was shirring we conld tell but o shower and shave were
uppotmest i our minds.

we fignred out later that we had undergonc at least 35 raids in five
days and that we would never got used to the hissing sound and the blasting
effect the bombz had on ns.

O
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December 13, 1941,

STCRET

SUBJECT: Essential Personnel to Assemble and Move Airplanes.

TO ¢ Commanding General, Far BEast Aie Force, San Pedro, Mekati,
Rizal P.T.
i \
PILOT OFFICERS ENLISTEr HEH
Major DAVIES 1 M/Sgt. VLELEY Inspector
Capt.  BACIUS eit l/Sgt. SEVUERS  Armement
Capt. HIPPS - T/Sgt. THUMAS iechanic
Lieut. HUBBARD Lo S/Sgt.  INCRUW irnament
Lieut, LOVERY 54 S/sgt. 110K Inspector
Lieut, EUBANKS 6. s/sit. RUSS Armorer
Lieut: NERRITY T $/Sgh. IRBY B
Lieut, STLVENSON 8. l/Sgt. SHITH ce.,
Lieut, GALUSHa 2: M/Sgt. oo
Lisut. J.R.SHITH 10. M/set. B
Lieut. SUMMERS 11. L/Sgt. TOUNG oe.
Lisut, & ENSEN 12; ¥/set. LNORRIS GC.
Lieut. BIRNN 334 T/Sgt.  ADANS e,
Lieut. ROCERS Thon T/Sgt. CLEMANS  CC.
Lieut. MANGAN 1Ry T/Sety  LOSSETT G0,
Lieut. MCAFTE 16. T/Sgt.  RUIDY Utilities
Lieut. TOYNSHND 1% 8/sgt. EHARBIN  CG.
Lisut, BIRD 1e. Seh. FARMER  CC.
Lieut. RUEGG 19. Sgt. L'RY G
Lieut. BRASVWELL 20, Sgt. GIILP /51
Lieut. WALKER o1 8gt. cex GC.
Lieut. SAVAGE 225 Sgt. SCRUGGS  CC.
Lieut. DALE "3 Sgt. TOLER Co.
TEent, e Dk Sgt. EROCKS 00
Lieut, SCEMIDT 25, Set. MCDILL  CC.
Lieut. G.S.DLVIS 26, Sgt. TATIRN  CC.
Lieut. TUEB 27. sgt. KCOORE (5435
Lieut. ROSE 28, Sgt. P 07624
Lieut. DUGAN 29. Set. ROBINSON CC.
Lieut. GIBBS 30. Sgt. O'BRYANT Radio
Lieut, STAFFCRD B Sgt. c0ss CC.
Lieut., FAMBOUGH 32. Set. BRYAMT CG.
Lieut. TALLEY 23, Sgt. JONES CC.
Lieut. DOAN 34 Sgt. KING CC.
Lieut. MUSSCH 3% Sgt. LERMAN cc.
Lieut. PATTERSCM 36. Serta LEMsRY  CC.
Lieut. DILLARD 37, Spt., HARTEL GG.
Lieut. MCEINFLY 38, Sgte SHOUSE cc.
Lieut. JOHNSTCN 39, Segte BAKER,R. CC.
Lieut. DUNNE £ID 40, Sgt. CAUSEY CC.
Lieut. SCH'7ARTZ o Sgt. CoOLNUITT CC.
Lieut. STIRLING Lo Set. DAY CC.
Lieut, WHIPYLE 43, Sgt. HAGAU ae.
Lieut. SALVATORE s Sgt. HUTCHINS CC.
Lieut. WEINERT 5 Sgt. PALMER CC.
Lieut, GAUSE 46, set. PEARSON  CG.
Lieut. SCZRBORO 57 Sgt STRA™N GC.
Lieuts caryonN LB . Sgt. TUNEBURG CC.
Lieut, HILLEY 49. Sgt. LAVERENCE €G-



Lieut.
Lieut,
Lieut -
Lisut.
Lieut.

PILOT OFTICERS
ELOSTER
THOMAS
MILLER
J.B.DIVIS
®WOCD

50.
51,
524
534
Sn
55.
564
57

EVLISTED MEN

Sgt.  SFEENEY
Sgt.  INZFER
Sgt. LT CROY
Sgt. CANIRER
Sgte TATLINS

Sgt. GRARINE
Sgt. Hester
Srt.  KNOVLES

I. H. D:VIRS,

CC.
CC.
CC.
CC.
GC.
cC.
GC.
GG

llajor, £ir Corps,

Commanding.
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Nichols Fileld wes E A - er grim, guiet group of
men moved over the small bridee leading %o the living quarters of Fichols
Tield proper. Lieir fubure lLopes and plans. They had been
thoroughly briefed that alternoon gt e sscret scssion st Fort licKinlay.
4% that table in one of the HeKinley officer's quarters, Major Davies had
gon over thadr plans, IEd Backus, Fd Townsend, "Sonny® Walker, "Dick" Brinm,
"Pete" Talley, "Herman" Lovery, "Harry" HMeangen, "Henry" Rose, “Ron" Hubburd,
"Bob" Rusgr, Doan, ilambaugh, snd a few others of the gang had heen there.

Now thal crew moved silenily to & chosen rendevous st Meliols Fisld.
fnd vhat a rendevous! A set of guerters nesr the flying field iteslf Led
been chogen as the meebing place but it had elso been chosen by the Ifips
as & targeb. It shored the effsct.

A bomb haé bit directly in the hack yard =nd had helved o huge tree
standing there. The effscts of the bomh exiended tc the house itself and
the entire resr had been demolished. Debris lay all sbout in the living
room where the gang was to assemble. The welrd glow of a candle dizelosed
maps scattered on the floor.

"oug" Heiss and F.E.Timlin hed juet come in with their battered B-18
end were bending over the maps. Jack Celdwel was specking softly and the
pilote arcund hesrd the full plens. “Salvy® Selvetore and Fred Hoffman
were Lo fly the C-39. Slrong end his co-pilot the B-18, "Gustt gnd WTimh
the other £~18. [Plans celled for a 3:00 &Y take off for Darwin, fustralia,

The men went to the varlous rocms of the houge to greb = bit of sleep.
The mosquitos were terrific and slesping hard st best. Some went out in
front snd stayed awake,

Pinally 3300 AM came. The band moved as one for the field, telking
guletly and trying not %o notice the stench of desd horses and people buri-
ed in the wreckege of native dwellings near by. A broken gos main lent its
own odor. The shatiered hangars cast a weird fremework in the glow of fires
on their floors.

Eofiman and "Salvy" led thelr boys to the C-39 and everyone piled
abosrd. Ol' Sal had never seen the inside of a C=3% hut co-pilot he was.
Hoffman studied the engines end Crant Mahoney (pea-shcoter of note) vent
shead with a flsshlight to lead Hoffmen to the runway., The task was no
easy one because of bomb craters and piles of debris. Finally at the run-

woy, Hoffman turned snd fscec the ship dovn the runway, Grant crawled in,
magre were checked, and everyone tenssd for the take-off. A&fter 11 g
blecked out field with & 2500 £t. bomb merked runwey snd an overload is no
breezes A mechanic stood st the end of the otrip and blinked a flashlight -
the signal to go. The engines broke into a roar; the ship started moving.
Dovm the runvay it thundsred and hesded for the trees st the far end. A4n
eternity pasged sid end of the runwey ceme fast. At lsst Fred pulled the
overloaded ship into the air and the 27th's representstives of hope were
Augtrelia bound. &t the meeting they hesrd their much sought for 8-24's
vere docked in Australis and after them they were. OCh Lord, how the Philip-
pines needed those planes!

An hour passed and the air was petiing cold end rough, "Salvy™ tried
to close the air ventilator in his cockpit only to find where he was trying
to close a hole which was, in reality, & six inch shrapnel gash. Later in-

spection revesled 30 some such holes. Another hour and they began to battle
g tropical storm. The ship pitched and bounced =nd the pilots were taxed to
their utmost to get through. The geng in the back wesn't doing too well,
The cold was unespected and none were really prepared for it. Also the con-
stant movement of the ship let no one get setlled on the cold and barren
fleor. And so it went for =t leamst another hour. Constant buffeting and
hammering of the plane until dawn came snd the Island of Mindano was slght-
ed, The weather cleared and after a little searching the Del Monte planta-
tion was found and then the field. Some B-17's were already there using ti:
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field as s base. The 27th lade landed snd were sslad to breskfast

by the B-17 boys. DPreskfest was yuite testy. Hardbsck end a thinned
A i ; :

out mush. As yeb everyhhing was still protiy confuseds

dgy the C-37 lads weited gt Del lionte snd mansged to cetch
a few hours slesep.

Esrly the next morning sbout 2:00 &K the crew aross =nd vwent to the
% Tam

o E ;i . ;
ship. The I'ips hsd succecded in plas 80 many werships and planes

£ &
ground or nesr the island, it ras doemed advissble to fly the C-39 =%
night sa much es wvas possible,

Up from the Del Monte flat the trusty old G-39 carried the 27th
boys and headed out for Tariken, Bornes., The Dutch had a base here and
they could serviece cn the way south. At dawm the plane was following a
string cf islends to the south of Hindenc when, Hely Hell! a Jap air-
craft carrier wes sighted. Time hung hesvy and everyone crened his necxk
to sse if dresded Feros would soon stert to come_alter us. Bub they didn
ond the erew within the plsne bresbhed essiler when the cerrier finally
was lost from sights, “lsrman' Lovery and "Dick" Pirmn were Frst lcoking
at their maps for an islend in csse the Fips did efuack.

Just outside of Tarikan the weather becsme terrible rgain. Rain
ceme dovn in sheets and the ship wes helpless to get into T:riksn. It
wss decided to conbinue to Balikpapan, = Dutch bzse further south. Zo
the Rsweat? began. The G-39 had berdly enough ges to meke the trip, so
all mixture controls were sct to paximum lean and the battle vas on.

Half way to Balilpspen, =2 huge mountein range ves gncountered with jungle
so dense they could not see the pround. Climbing cbove was oud of the
question cue to ges =0 soon a Merry chase hegen bebween pecaks and dovm
eanvons. Theve was & long dnborval of tenseness when at lest the range
disgolved snd the lowlsnds were rcsched. At last Balikpepen came into
sight and the €~39 szt down with bub 28 gellons of ges! The flight wos &
thriller for all.

Thet right sveryons ste holoney and cheese and drank Dutch beera.
The Dutch were cuibte good the the 27th snd mede the boys fecl ab home .
One thing had the whole crowd puszled end thet was the large round hard
pillow in eech bed. It turred out to be a "Duteh Wife” that one slept
with in the sbsence of ths trus Heloy 1

The next night sew the gang in Macassar and the following night at
Eoepang, Timor. Here they got their first view of fustrelisns and their
specch. "Péte! Talley, and "Harry" Mengen had & big lsugh while Hembaugh'
Birminghem drewl was a delight to the Miussie". To all it was queer
+0 be called e "Yank", especially the southern lads.

Trom Koepeng, the €39 made for Darwin coming in with one engine
running very hot and coughing badly. Hoffmen mede s ground looping
landing and the Derwin boys were culte impressed.

Ev%ryone wes a 1ittle awed by the huge expanse of nothing in
£u§trglla. 4s T=r es the cye could see wes an erid plain of scrub trees
and red cley. Also the sun wes terrific. 118 deg. in the shade wes usual

) & fow deys passed with the geng getting fitted out in Australisn un-
iforms or shorte end brief shirts. #£11 quite sensible and sppropriate for
the country. "Ron" Hubbsrd was the best loocking men of the crew, what
with his messive chest and bold, herdened legs.

_ Finally permission was obteined to ride cne of the Quantas [lying
bostes of the RLLF. So on December 23rd everyons went up o bonrd the
Short Sunderlend.

s



COMMANMDIHEG GRNERAL FAR FALTERY ATR FORECE
MAIITA P. I,
DECFREBFR 18, 1941
From Teralen

£ and no instructions regard~

gellons of ninety ccotane

o cone hundred octane grsoling at Tarsk
ing arzivel of any stop : seven thousan

o

now at Tarsksn if" you re t bp tiavy Commander in Chief
Patavia shtep for indentifi o s on srrivel they must circle
Light Ship et three degress fifiecen north longz one hundred seven-

teen degrees thirty to ninutes sash et zltitude and re-
main fifteen hundrec feet off shere until approach to sir-port stop Taraken
airport satisfactory for P desh forty end 4 cash tvenity four cperation un~
loss very web stop one herd surfece runvey cight hundred thirty meters »ill
be completed by Jaruvdry first with cortemplstsed extension to sixtoon hundred
meters later stop fucl servicing by hand pump from drums ston reconmend two
power criven field scrvicing pumps aveilebls st twenty seventh bomb be sent
by next B eighteen stop Terskan racdio stends by in acrordance with page
thirty five of Anglo desh Dutch desh United Strtes rsdio comnurications
instructions.

DAaVIES
Sent by HNevy Commander

Commsnding General,
Far Eastern 4ir Force,
Manils P. I.

No one hundred octane grscline mvailable et Balik Papen cxecept for
twelye thousned litres in storsge for Dutch srmy sirplencs stop menarer
of Shell Cil Compeny cxpoets fovr thousand five hundrsd gellons of one
hundred octane about December twenty six for use of lnited St:tes aire
planes stop Balik Papen radic can Lo arranged to stand by on desipnated
frecuency stop Relik Papen girpert sutiable for P desh forty =nd £ dash
trenty airplancs step necd power driven tucl pumn steop informstion regercs
identification of epprosching sirplanes being sent by roturn B desh cirhbeen
stop until then pirplance must redio time of errival from deperture point.

LV IES
Sent by Mavy Commsnder
Decenber 20, 191
: Darrin.
United "tates Fer Iestern fir Foree Manila
Darwin 4 470 20/1z

For Commsnding Genersl stop Information reparding liscassar as follows
t7o thoussnd gallons of onc hundred octene at eirport snd four thoussnd
gellons in reserve for Dutch Air Force which could be used stop laneper of
Shell Cempany hes reecived informstion that thirteen thousand gollons ar-
riving scon stop Mo procedure for identifying airplanes they must radic a-
heed stop Zirmert oxcellent for our operstion Stop Informetion regarding

Hoopang no onc hundred octane at present but locel commender expoehs fourteen
thousand gellons Dec 24th for Amcricen plenes stop firport excellent stop
For identificrtion our planes must approach from one hundred trenty Cegreos
at twe thousand feet with wheels down end flashing lending lights stop
Eoth airports need pover driven fuel pumps stop Two hundred ané ten Shousant
rounds Tifty caliber =t Batchelor ready for fer'y north stop RAAF st Darwin
have Port Moresby to Batchelor stop

BaVY I8
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R.ful.Fe FORE 414
(RiF Form 683)
(Docember 21, 1937}

SECRET
OYPHER MESSA0Y

Borisl Vo,

TO Reccipt Despatch
POR FLIGHT CL IANDER Timg of
FROE CLVITE Syetem

FOR PLIGHT COMMINUDER 2 B - 18 OWE G - 39 RETURN
FLIGHT E/RIIEST TOSSIBLE YITHE MLXIMUA 50 GALIBRE LOLD
(.} DELMORTE [HO™: TO EBVEMY (.) USE DELMCETE OR
KLLiBAFG TCR REFUEL /1D CUSTOM/RY UNDER DIREIFEGS TO
LUZGN FOR PRED RATICN FEXT LE8IGVMELT

SIGNED  BRERETCN.

BECEIVID /BOVE HESS: GR

/s/ JUBN E. DLVIES

Lt JCR

COMLXDING GELIRIL
FLLF
Wi¥ILL PoI.

2 B~18g /WD 1 C-39 DEY.RTIIG DECEMBER 23 VITH 7000 PLUNDS .50
CLLILRE AMBUFITICN JFRIVIFG TARELN APTEREOCK OF DECHLBER 24TH &TLCP
RADIO COMMSMDIVG OFFICER T.REZN LATEST SITATION IF I'RCTSSARY OTEER¥ISH
FLIGHT wili, COWTINUE MORTH ACCCRDING TO YOUR INSTRUCTIONS STIP REM.IW-
DERE OF UIIT DEFPARTING FOR BRISBADVE DECEMBER 23RD IF RuAF FLYING BOJT STOP
CIPTATN PELL AVAILABLE HERE WITH B-18 TO FER:Y ADDILIONAL .50 CALIBRE AMD
RETURM PILOTES IF YOU SG DIRLCT END )

DLEVIES



DECEMBER 187H, 1941 TO J'NULRY 30TH, 1%42

27th 1H P.I.

Decembey 18, 1941 ~ this wes the Group's first dsy with itTs new
Group end Jguedron Commenders. Lt. Fubanks vas supposcd %o teke command
of the Crous, bub Major Scwell rctunlly did. HEubsnks tock cherge of ihe
9lst, Siephenson the 16th, end Stirling the 17th. 411 3 Sguadrons were
merely sitbting st Fort McKinley waiting for orders - 120 men from the
Group wors agsigned to Meffce ot Neilesr Fileld. B8ewersl of the officers
from all Sgusdrons hed werjous jobs st Lir Foree Hg, and a few men vere
menning mechine guns ot Nichols Picld. Corporal Bandish, 16th Scusdron,
distinguished himself first in shooting domm a Zere that wes strafing
lichols Field - Fe didn't hit the zero but shot the pilet through the hecad
end the Zoro endad up in the greveyerd slong the NeKinley~Msnile road.
Severel ethers later gob perbicl credit for shooting strafing Zeros.

On Deocomber the 2lst, all Scusdrong yere notificd Ifrom Hg that they
were to move Lo new stotions Lo preparc ficlds for the receptions of A-24%s
which linjor Davies end 17 other pilots hed gore to Zustrelis to fetch.
This wea guite & joke, though e vory zerious one, to us we felt that the
nev ghations would =11 be occupied by the enemy very shortly since the
wer in northern and southern Luzon was going bedly. The 16th Sq was
suprosed to go to Lipa (40 Blisc south of Menile), the 9lst to Sen
Marceleno, the 17th to San Fernando (the latter two Forthwest of Menila).
The situation wes this - south of Manila on the tip cf Luzon the Japs
were forcing ocur trocops back and north of Manile 80 Jap trensports had
pitched off sbout 50,000 troops in Lingsyen Gulf esnd from the Iorth and
South ve wore being rapidly pushed intc = gecks Anyvey, during en 4Air
Reid on December 22, the Squadron's left Manile and took camp attheir new
stations.

£11 thet wes left in Menila was George Eene end # few Hg men and
Officers, Meffee and 120 men et Neilson Ficld, and Lizjor Sewall st fir
Forec Hg. Gerrity was sir liason with Genoral Weinvricht's Hg din the field.
; q

However, the whole works collapsed on Dec. 24th. The Jeps hed con~
stantly been reiding Manils every cay for some time, bubt they had done no
appreciablc drmege to enything but i'ickols Field ond Cevite. This didn't
damage anyone's morsls to 2 grest extent though., fnyway, this Docember 24t
wns et oncc the wildest and most fantestic dey in the ennals of the 27th
Bomb Gpe It wes the day before Christmas, and ell through Manils, not a
eresture was stirring (during the bombing hour), not cven a Jap--up unbil
one o'clock. 4t this time Stephenson got up from lunch at Lips snd ordered
his Bquadron tc pack up and dopert for Menila egain--he hed just gotten
orders. to cvacate Lips and move to the doecke ¢t Menile vhere he would get
more orders. Stirling snd Eubenks got no orders for their Squadrons =t
San Meresleno snd Sarn Fernandc. : Kene wasz ordered to have his men move from
Ft. McEinley to the docke by 7:00 P.i. =nd Mcifee got orders to heve his
men join the 1léth snd Hg Squadron at the docks. Not a2 word of explenslion
vas given other than Menile mgs =n open gity. This mernt one of tro things
gither the Japs hed broken thru in the North and were plowing down towards
Menile or we were ssiling somewhere. lelther turned out to be trug--not

cxretly but bothe vwers partly true.

inyhow, the grestest haste (ﬁmounting to nearly a rout) end speed vere
urged. TYou couldn't teke anymore lugrage and equipment then you could carr
snd no specific things were désigneted to be taken. 4Lir Forece He just quif
work end diseppesred 11 abt once. Every officer and enlisted man had to
leave behind =ll his perscnsl belongings and ncthing but the barest cszenti
were hLoken.

Lt four o'clock 9 P-40's from Clerk Field lended at Neilson Field and
one poor devil flew through the hanger well and esught < fire. The pilot
got out OK. Another lended on the barriceded runwey snd fore his ship all
to pieces. L1l personsll with the exception of Meffeec, Dillerd, Stanfford
and Owen and four enlisted men had left the fleld, but they helped gas up
the P-40's Yo get them away. &b the vame time the gos storage ~nd houses

DG



at MNichels were get sifire and other demolition work wes geoing on. Pappy
Gunn flew in end then out when he found Gensrel Brerston wesn't there.
Dillerd, Stafford snd Owen took off in 3 0-49's on a rosd behind the
field ~ the rosd wes lined with trees but they all mzde it ck. Their
destingticn wes Corregidor. ITo one knew vhether they wovld meke it or
not without being shot downe Helfes vas going to stey on the field un-
til the £-27 out on reveonnsigscnce came in end fake it to Corregidor.
#hen the A-27 did come in the pilot cracked hiz left sileron erd tail
sgeinst the revetment -- Mac thought for sure he was crught in Menils
by the Japs sirce his plane weg erscked up.

The 16th pulled into the llenile deck ersa ot 8:00 P.M. and Stoph-
gngon had (against crders) brovght 211 oo end equipment in the
Squadron, this turned out to & a big braa iber. Steve and lickfes
got together on the docks and cdscided thet since cvervthing ves so tied
up that they would just teke erre of themaelvos. The gitustion was that
the Group was supposed to evecuste to Behasn. This move wmas 1o be acc-
omplished by boest. Steve and Hac dedded to E--1 with this singe it
mgant lesving 211 the trucks and equipment on the docks. Steve took
the trucks and half the men arcound to Batsan by road, and lMac tock the
other half of the l6éth over to Batsan by bost. The men in the trucks
got through safely except for sn accident on the rosd which hurt no ons.
The boet crowd got caught in a bombing raid without life vests end the
Gook Captain got lost in & mine Fioid, otherwise the rest of the 16th
rade 1t to Batssn ok too,

By 5:00 P.M. tho entire 16th Sguadron hed assembled in a revine
close to Cebesbbin en Batesn and procecded to heve their first measl
(Christmes dinner) since noon the doy before. It consistod of bread
end hot coffes. Everyons's spirits got a 1ift from the coffes, snd a
little Christmas checer crept into the crowd. During this "eoffce hour®
& rabble of mon piled out of trucks cut on the rosd =nd decended upon &
the 1l6th. This rebble turned out to be the 17th, lad by "Goon' Sirling.

It turnod oulb the 17th had Jjust gotien Munoffieciel®™ wind of the
trous!" from Msnile gnd hed just sailed right on bacl to Batszn after ad-
vising Eubank of the situstion. Willie Bubenk eslsc moved in 2 camp with
the 9lst and Hq Sq sbout 5 miles from the 16th, So Christmas day found
the entire 27th gefoly out on Bataan. The 17th lsft so hurriedly that
they brought no stoves or foed so they begen to live of the 16th for the
time buing.

It wes a terrible Christmas dey from every angle--no food, no idea
of the war situstion (which didn't pet desperste until a weck later so
the Prout! wren't necessery). Mo nlace to sleep, no orders, the Group
scettered to the 4 winds, cnd prospects for gotting airplenes and into
the war wore HMIL.

Some of the officors had brought e bottle of grog or two and they
all had a round, wishing Merry Christmss to the Group.

December 26th the Group spent in getting their two crmps orgesnized
-=liajor Sewell had the 9lst end Hq Squadrons st a camp about a mile from
Limay and it was certainly a fine plsece. 4 fairly large ereck of crystal
clear wator rem through the areg and there were huge trees all about the
small velley in which the Squadrons were encemped. The 16th and 17th
Sgdns were at Cebeabbin snd were not so well off though they had a creek
of sorts end tree cover of a skotchy type. The Group was so used to be-
ing bombed that in everything they did they kept an eye peeled at the
sky--trec cover was & hnecessity.

On the 27th the nips bembed Corregidor for 3 hours--mogt of the Creup
gat on the beaeh about e mile end half awey and wetchod the destructien.
It didn't scom ss if anything or anybody could hsve survived it. Vo
heard lator that 31 men were killed.
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On Decunbur 25, 1941.--3tephicnson and Meffes wont wp teo Air Force HQ
and talied to Colenel CGeorpge about gobiting o job for the 16tk 8. They
had success as Sol. Goorgs aegsigned +i Seuadren to Baluan 41cla and .or-
deved the 16%h to taks charge of the vieing and meintensrce of some
P-40's Lthat were coming 1 5, big Joke, they would be on hsnd il the
dive bombers ceme in. They were to build revetmonts for the oxpected
A~24tg =—== reallyl

i

e |

veryone hed begun to reslize thet there ween't a grost stock of
food in ressrve on Batean so Sicphenson sent the 17th Sq on up to Limay
te iive off the Bq and 913t Ggq. Those thras sguedrons then begen to dig
in end really made up & tfine neet back in their velley. Thay built a dam
and evervone btuilt themsclves = ministure Shengri-la out of leaves znd
branches. It was corbainly cool snd firc there, end dajor Sewall felt
thet they would stey in their bide-away until Mejor Davics end the boys
zot back with their A=ZiVs wme=w that the A-247s would arrive ves doubt-
ful thouegn.

The 16Lh took over datsan Ficld on tne 29th-~Shephepson wes in
charge of the Squadron snd the fileld--Mcllse wes the fisldé operetiors
officer--Bender wme the nglm aring officer-=-Dillerd took over the
building of revetmemic. Tie other 3 Sotadrons felt thoy had the levgh
on the 16th since all *1; ¥ hed to do wes bes comforteble and wait. 12
P-ili'e camo in ond landed st Bataan Fidd exnd wore imnedletely shoved
ewey in The teees.

Corregidor in the meantimg was Ueing retala rly parted from &b air by

ovnedions of 80U Jap noutars. Op bl i0th the 16th i g9t their first Ywork-
: oves" Dy Jap Zeros. During tho rom [ec ’J:: so the 30th all Sgdns

c-:—+_,

aad beeu sencdipg tracks back into l'ianj"s
vroved te have been the only
£0% very therd.

» wring out spplies. This later
'th.h- Z bthat k p-t the Group going after food

Hew Yasre -~ the outlecol of ali concernsd on Fatasa was net bright
te sey the lessh, The las: bit of whickey gave <ut end numerous tosgts
o druwik to this and thet, moghly to wivos spl families beck home.
Simply, the 27.h Group kKrev its future was devk, end nu cne expected &b
get out of it alive o eb Yest P.O.W., Tas msn igrored that and carvied
on as if everykhing wes U 3.

g Jape aneored M=ndla oa Jap B, 1945, We were all praying that
sy wouldn't ge in cn ths £ rst. Fanile wes stil] burning o» the 2nd
vub e day op 30 afbar That all Firss wore ouc. There wers; however still
cther fires ta be seen--exn oil dump on Gorregldor was still burning after
L duys.

o on wan 2 the order came from e Reck faah 21l Lir Corps units
poula immadiet oly begin trrin:‘-.‘-lg as inf:.-nt:-_y units, jor Sewell tock this
in hend end throughouh the 27t esmd erce thore were infantry classes geing
vn. The "Ath belag wecusicd w:t"‘ B\taan Pieid. Jjus% issurd rifles to all
men and or s ususl, nursing the remaining 9 (3 flow to Del lonte) P-40

On

Lo ) 5 B

Hgey Slety e m 17 Sq =novuu to the 2nd rosury
I ths linas. 1o ahi~tank horbs oab of beer

.,LJ 45 ing; toan ires, aud F;en.railv dug in ag
-f 1hay were 7 tha Tetmen frave They xevh thlsz rosition

g Sub b eapy Lol Lhey gos o nucn ‘vainable trainlnzr
which wes 40 besr on Lhelr future.

fer byspeake

Threugh the perlod of Jan 1 to Jan 2%n the 16tk Sq on Bataan Field
suffered 32 bombings with no cesuslties to themselves slthough four men
from =n cngineer outfit were killed. Their record cn Betesn Ficld was the
best yet since through all that bombing not a man was hurt (except by shock),
not one eirplere was scratched, nor a single piece of eguipmerc demaged.
The 16th drew a bilg white circle in the middle of the runway so thet the
Jers would heve o bsrset to shoot ab-they never hot it but they cazn= too
demn close for comfort.



Upon the rescrve lire the other 3 syuwadrone gob thelr Tiret taste
of the Nip dive bombers when the Jeps pubt a bemb in the 17th fquedron's
kitchon, so for the 2nd time on Bateen the 17th was iritchenless. The
o7th mas beginning te feel like n veteren oubfif though. L1l night long
the 155's pounded the Jeps =né all day long *he Jops poundsd US.

On the 15tk Tokyo recio
be driven inte the Chine Sos
but it alseo made everycnc thir
swinming psriiecs.

SLE
v T Thet gave everyone e laugh,
: 4wice. The 20th e-mo end went with ne

The food situstion wrs very bed. Since the first of the yeer
everyone hed been on helf retions =nc thi merls vexe cot down Lo TG B
dey. Bsch meal ves virtuaily t 2 consisting of bed rice rnd vhet
the boys called “slum gullion®, 1.C. Hash, The bresd was serrcc and cof
fee ren right oub, no butter, mill, moet, fet, or othorvlse. Thet wns
the worse thing enysonc had to berr; the food weo 87 ing rnd Demn litd

¥nlistud wen stond up wwll end ; in thu best of spirits, rs beg
as could beo crpected under the circumstences. o ene gave much of & hoo
what kind of r. job they did as long £s it wes 2 job. They didn't ecare i
they wore bombed or shot st as long as they wera ing or helping.

They wore brave men to & men rnd their exemple wrs @ credit to everyone.

(ne Corporel illen, 16tk Sq, ween't % 211 perturbed whern a bomb
hit 12 feet eray fron Mim as ho nmemncd o 030 calibre mechine gun ageinst
bomburs et 28,000 footl M/Egt. Georgo Smith end Rugkin put P-40's to-
gother ss if they hed woriked over them 211 thedir life.

211 ir all, Janusry was = hoctic month. The CGroup scttled iteelf
dovn in jobs that they held, up until Betaen fell. On the 30th of Jan=
usry, Stephensen, Meifoo, Bender, and Stafford lcft Batoan for Corrsgido
ard sailed on the U.8.8. Seswolf, = 315 fock submarine, for the south.
Savage took over cowrsnd of the 16th snd thet Sqedron continved es be-
fore. The four officers on the Scawolf seiled (ur rather chugged along
undor water) through the Macasser Siraits vhile thit big Jap fleet was
being sunlk and seattercd to the fowr winds and eventually on Feb Gih.
they lended e% Scersbeya, Jeve. Their now job wes teo run snother pursui
ficld »nd this they did until the dey bufore Jave fell. [Lnother sub
syt mveilable so ther left this time by a C-49 and landed st Daly
wators, Lustrelis. Feifee lefh 17,500 guldens in the bank at Soerabaysa;
Ze wes en scbing Finence Officer smeng other things. He, Bender and
Stafferd (Slevenson wont to Lustreliz via B=17) held bebios snd took car
of #mo cxpectent mothers during ihe trip out from Jeva. 4t Daly Veters
they wired Col. Devies thet thouy were present for duty from the P.T.
Col. Devies ordered them to Brishenu, herc they wont post hestc, eeger
geb to a little civilizatdcn aftor Bateen, Java, end the flies of Daly
Paters,
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DECBEER 18, 1941

The 27th Group Commender, Hejor Davies end & numbcr of pilots loft
parly this morning by plene for 4ustralia. They plan to pick-up the 27th's
A-24 dive bombers, end ferry them beck to the Philippines. In the absence
of Major Devies, Major Sewall acted as Group Commander with Captain Wheffell
as ux:ocutive officor sand Tom CGerrity as Group Meteriel Officer.

Due to the léck of alrcraft and tho dis-orgenizetion of the entire
situstion, the 27th was left high end dry. i complete sir corps unit with
no airplares with which to fight. The "Powars thoe beW Leter turned the
Group inte an Infantry ouhfit.

On December 20bh Tom Gerrily wes sssignoed to the Jorth Lugzon Force
&s 4ir Corp Lisson Officer. On the wey neorth he stopped ¢ff at Stotsen-
berg, Clerk Fleld was a shemble. Wrucked sirplenes ley burned.all over
the field.

On tho 22nd of B
time they came in at D i
quested an attack by the B-17's buf for some reason the Lip fellows never
arrived.

The groen, untreined Filipino treops took = terrific beating at
Basuric. The or was routed efter a short skirmish with
Jap patrole.
Besht and Vest thru Mount {ryci. Rumors were running rempant throughout
Manila. No onc scened to know oxactly whet the situetion wes. Possibly
this fact hed more to do with the Jeps succeescs than snrthing else. The
calmest poople woro those cn the frent linus.

411 the Tar Festern Lir Foreco Hg, was evacuated o fustrelis et this
time end instellestions end equipment in snd avound laniles wore destroyod.
Genoral Melrflur's Headguerters moved e Corregicdor, end Manils was de-
clarad an open city. Gencral Guorge wrs then in commend of ell kir Corps
in the Philimpines. fbcut this time eil the troops cn Batasn were so ill-
informed, snd rumors were so plentiful, thet they cxpucted the "Hipsh" to
come popping over the hill any minute. The North Luzon Ferces coverad the
retrcat of the Southern Luson Forees, so that the lstter hed the cpportu-
nity of retresting undor cover to Batean.

In the hurried cveeustion of (lark Pield, the iir Corps left several
P=40ls and P-35is on the fisld. Tou Serrity flew over te Corregidor to
zequaint Hesdouarters with the situstion. Hajor R.F.C. Vence wes Lir Off-
iger on Generel Hedrthur's S%eff.

Corrogidor suffered its forsl bembing en Docombor Roth. Many treops
=erc caught on “top side®, the cesusitics were nob heevy.

By December 29th the evecustion to Hetesn hsd grovm to sach propor-
tions that the rosds wore jenmed from Ssn Fornendeo te Marinles. The Japs
mizsscd an cxecllent targot. However, they did kit a sapply trein loaded
with 75 M. end every bib of it was dostroyed. By two £.B. cn New Year's
Dey persornel wore still in Menile destroying installeticns. This porson-
nel was leter evocustoed by boet to Batuan just as the Jnps wore entering
the city. Generel Walnwright conducted e mesterly reireet to Batasn. The
¥ilipino's had o tendency te run {excopt for ¥

Pilipinc scouts), hut never-
thaless the General got his forces on to Betesn with s minimom of losses.

On the night of Jan 25th, the Zmerican Forces weze pushed bzck to the
finesl defence line - any poing further would result in the collapse of our
forecs sinces the formation of the derrain permithed no furthsr withdrewala.
4L this point the 27th Group {(pert of the fir Corps Provisional Regh.) took
up & front line pesition., On this seme de of 700 Japs landed be=
hind the lines on the West Gosst. The situstion weg eritiesl.
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4 major Jep effort on the front devoloped at the same time and sc Jan
25th was e blesk dey for Batnan. After hcevy fighting this criticel
stage was cleared up by Feb 12th, ZLrtillery duels kept on snd patrol
skirmishes were frequent; but cutside of this, fighting wes nil. Our
2ir Force st this time consisted of 5 P-40's. On the 1st of March 3
more of thesc 5 were lost snd cur air strength was dovm to two ships.

On thu front, the 27th was h-ving a time. "Rocky"™ Geusc wes the
Cemmunicstions Officer and wes vtill as cocky as ever with his beat up
garrison csp on the side of his heed. H¢ wes trying to get s redic
going to send cebles home. Werren Stirling had s leng beerd and vas
doing = gocd job with the 17th. Gilbe, Petterson, sn¢ Whipple were the
backbone of the 17th --they werc elweys out on patrols. Once during
en ertillery berrage, vhip fixed hot cakes for everyenc regardless of
the Bhells s

During most of March everything was felrly pesceful - food was
acarce ond the ho g were gethering the remsins «f tho already hervested
rice crop end shocting monkoys and enything else they could find to cat.
Mel Swenson wne over on Corregidor helping an 4/4 cutfit and often he
sent tid bits of food that helped out a great desl.

Roth and Savage were still with the 16th et Batean Ficld and thet
Squadron was doing a great Job still, O0llie Lencaster was operating
the supply depot for the group and was still handing out thal pre-elect-
ion peop. Tony Globis was doing a2 fine jeb with the 21st pursuit help-
ing to keep the 2 ships flying.

Whett the Nips finelly tock Betmen it was thru the 27th and the fir
Corps Regiment *het they mede their wey. Thoir positions was on flat
level country elong the East Cosst snd was most difficult to deflend.
For a wock precoeding the bresk-through the Wips bombed tho Regt contis
nually = even at night. ¥eak and leck of foud, Malaria, and harricd
from the cosscloge bombardment the 27th fought bravely snd fiercely
and extrected a heavy toll from the Jeps befrre finslly grning under the
yellow tidal wave.

What heppencd to the 27th we don't know until Tekio gives up=--We
de¢ know this though, it would be a crusl =nd insenc cncmy, who, aftor
victory could nct treat such o brave and honoreble foe as gentlemen
end brave soldicrs. Never bofeore in U.8. history has the 4ir Foree been
roduced to fighting cn its fect, and ncver before did any Group of men
fight mere brevely or heroiely. Those of us who loft you during the
cerly stages of the wer are proud to heve boen a pert of thet gellent
bf‘ﬂd @
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D{R¥WIN TO BRISB/NE

DEC 22 TO DEC 24, 1941

Lt e wesry, listless, quiet 0400 fL.M., the 27th wes on the move egein,
lights flicked on, Aussie trucks rumbled up snd yewning dive bomber pilcts
stumbled arcund piling themselves end thelr baggoge cajer to lerve the heat
and nosguitces of Derwin for the ecivilization "dewn scuth",

On the way out c¢f the post the trucks stopped at Aussie Opcrstions,
where unexpcctedly "Buck" Rcgers end Alex Selvatcre were left behind. They
were to take the (-39, losded with .50 eelibre, back to the Philippines.
Hoffmen weas to keep on going scuth with *he rest.

Hardly sny of the 27th landlubbers had ever flown in & flying bost but
E@ Backus lete of Pan-fmericen, Portugel Clippers, knew what toc expect and
lecked forwerc to it accordingly--a bit distastefully. Vevertheless, es th
sun crept up over the horizen smid much Chetter and speculstion the 27th
beerded o Quantas Alrways' Short Flying Beet end roered ewey on the first leg
of the flight »t 100 MFH.

The crew of five with Twenty-six pessnepers put such a load un the ship
thet 211 scets but five hac becn remeved. But floor spree wrs plentiful snd
there the 27th deposited themselvesg snd thelr spere goar.

“Tropicel hest being perticulsrly bsd "down under™ that time of yesr
the pilot elimbed to 10,000 feet where it wag reelly guite ccld, but still
the air wes horribly rough. Everyone, especially thosc in the taill, slowly
turned the vericus shedes of yellow end precn--in fect a sicker bunch of
pilote--pursuiters end bombardment piletz elike werc never before congre-
gated in one j;lace.

At last about 11:00 o'clock the Short set down et Groete Eylandt and
resting on the smooth wetor under the seorching heat of s midday tropical
sum in a cloudless sky, refueled. Here Major Davies end Capt. Backus re-
eonneitered for food but returned empty handed, while everyrne else remain=-
ed abeoard ship-waterbound. For 45 minutes the flying bost ley efloet in
the sweltering heest, during which time these hardy sons of the States were
introduced t¢ the British theory thet hot tea mskes one cool on g sweltering
cey. o one wes convinced.

The rest of the dey's trip belng eneventiul, the flying beat landed
et Townsville, cnly to find civilizeticn hed gore to bed., The bars were
ell closed =t 0800. The citly was nearly ccmilctely blecled cut. However,
the Qucens Hotel reesding reem furnishecd urencding plessure with complote
files cf leeel newspspers---December 7th to dete, for which esch and every-
ene wes sterved.

To say the lesst much shce leather was wasted scerchirg the streets
cf Townsville for thet rere cresivurc en honest to goodness vhite wemen.---
To no avail.

DECEMBER 24, 1942.

" Unevenfully the Short with its passcngers left Towmsville--end
after refucling at Rockhampton srrived over Brisbene. MNesr armed ships cf
en Americen convey, it lended in the Brisbane River,

A sadder lecking bunch hes nover been seen walking up the sidewslk
te the Lennon's. £nd they were stered at from every angle. Two days of
living on the flecor travelling mede whet hed been clecan Ausslc uniforms
mere greasy filty regs. Unceremonislly unloeded from six cabs ontc the
sidewalk, the boys piled everything in pileos. Eech hed gesmeskes, tin
helmets, and pistcls that we either cerried or wore end to¢ the Brisban-
ite whe reslizcd for the first time thet the Ver wes reslly cn, they were
quite a shcek. Shoecked alse wes one easch G.I. Colongl--=Jchngcn by neme
who, being C.0. of the Brisbane srees, happened elcng. His expressinu,
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at seeing our U.8. insignias, our reunch lccking appeerence, and our
recently aguired fustrelien*Siprts. wes indescribeble. He immediately
demended of Major Davies snd explensticn of our "non-regulation" etb-
ire =nd was promptly set right by the diplometic but ferthright expla-
nation.

But the refugees vere now in eivilizaticn agein, e wonderful

modern hotel, end it wes Christmes Eve--cven it wes hot es hell and
they were herdly in = christmes mood.
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at seeing our U.8. insignims, our reunch lccking appearance, and our
recently aguired Lustralien shorts. wes indescribsble. He immediztely
demended of Mejor Davies and expleneticn of our 'non-reguletion®™ att=
ire end was promptly set right by the diplemetic but ferthright expla-
naticn.

But the refugees werc now in eivilization agein, 2 wonderful

modern hotel, end it wes Christmes Eve--cven it wes hot se hell and
they were hardly in a christmes mood.
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HEADSUJARTERS UWITED STATES AIR CORPS TROOPS
amberley Field

Jamary i, 1942
JECT: Progress and situation report as of 1800 January 4, 1942,

: Mzjor General Brereton,

= Airplanes .
a. Amberlsy Wield.
(1) P-40's
There ars a to c-.-L of 18 to be aszembled. A1l have been
unerated and Fb » of assenbly coupleted. Four hove been
tegted und twe vesdy for test. Lack of Preztone has
slowed up the testiag of thase planss. IS is expected
that 2 Lo 3 piunes will be turned out ezch duy “rom now

L824

(2) a=2i's
T‘“‘"I‘“ pre 3 tobal of 32 to be assembled., FPourtecn ndve
sesh tested amd $res moady far test. pprexiestsly 3
per doy iTom NoW Ob.

2, -+ Flyins Traininz.
(1) 8-24's

are ore Torsy five casual o*‘th rs elrending the fly-

schools nom oprPating ot .gherley and Archer Fields,
Of the zbove 22 havs c‘mlﬂle‘nw Erouad stucy of airplang
shd pockyit cenfrols, coperabine lrstracflens, pilots hand
book peric ; ehy rha el 1 comploton
2 heurs trencitlon fiving sl are now I so hegin
simnlacsed dive nomping cractdes. Il i3 estinste? Lhat
Flioht trodnine $9 Domk will he cenducted
&s S0 as Armenent sivn

(2) Posore
ML vy s 3L oaguc A e 240 - vrauih
Thers are 34 cssuwal officors now gin * the pursu
fiying schonl, They a1l are zecelvinr ground fastruct—
ishs in aoariticn ol L-J_,L‘.‘, anrl atployment of pursuit '

cmpate  actisl flyiue Tor thess officers

soon 25 Prestons is adde svailable,

—
At
R

Ingtruction in ddentificqation of @iz and surface craft
£ A he mc'La.‘. silhouehtdsland kanters slidus provided by
Lhe hfustralia Forces at Amboricy d= Deisz
1is instruction is part of the reguiroment of tho train-

3. Armument.
A=24%8
One airplane hss been test Fired and puns workine OF,
953 more resdy Lo be fired whun Sriesar pators age

It gights were received, The australisn Forse at fhmbe
urloy pmvlt ol one ring and post sdght vhick is dinstall-
ad on the aipplane thot has boen firsd, They have rew
anisitionsd from their supply depet ‘"J‘ olte ring and
most sights which can be used.

There es.rc,- 24 trigzer mohorg. Need 80 fo caudp 2ll air-
planies. They have been requisiticned bub no informution
whien or wers the 4,.f will arrive, Ouns cun Aot ©e cperatad
without trigser moleoxs, Have mob becn suseessful in
attempiing Lo hove LL-,H momufactured loealay,. Thirs arg
sufficient trigzer motors te sguip 12 siepliaass with
Forward guns.

Tners ave ro solanaide, ”‘*jr'*r i ca‘::" b2 pamen Y fléoe
ated Lo letng rigeed up and

ok

i
il Uy



Continued - Prozress and situation rsiort as of Janu-vv Ly 1942
& o 3

Heed fifty-two adaptors for .30 calibre flsxible gun,

Need fifty-twe front and resr sights Tor .30 calibre flexible fun.
twenty bomb release units were short and heing rigged up by our armument
section.

Twenty-two external bomb racks still missing.

£11 bombs will have to be modified by putiing 4 lugz in the center
before they will fit the £-2/ navy racks.

L. Personnel

The following is the absolute minimun of personncl necessary to
operate three tactical sguadrons if nessing, housing, ser icinz, supply
and communications fucilities are made availsble to us wherever we may
be based:

Enlisted 3en.

4 Line chiefs 1 per Sousdron 1 Hq.
4 Inspectors 1 per Squairon 1 Hg.
15 Armomernt ien 5 per Sonddron
1 Armament Inspector 1 Ea.
50 Crew Chiefs 15 per Sgquadron 5 Ha.
50 Rear Gunners 1 fer iirplune, These tc be young
volunteer men of the 7th Bomb Gp.
6 Coamunications ilen 2 per Sguadren
1 Communications Inspector 1 Hy.
. 2 Clerks, administrutive 1 Hy.
133 Enlisted hen
These men are available from the Thth Hombardment Group.
Officers:
54 Pilots 18 per Squadron
Filots Croup Hendguarters
Nen~Filots 2 ndministrative und 1 comaunications.

There are 20 pilots of the old 27th Group hers and sufficient
casual pilots to make up the pilet rsuvirements.. ‘The non-pilot offi-
cers to come from the 7th Bombardment Group.

B timated time of readiness:
a. 27th Somb. Group,
One squadron of 15 airplanes with pilots who have complsted
training requirements of attiched training erllabus hy
approxinataly January 12th with one squadron oach 10 days
thercafter. This estimate is bascd upon the assumption that
necessary roanent supplics will be found, mode or forwarded.

b. Pursuit Squadron:
Approximately Jamiary 20th 1942, This sstimute is based on
the assumpbion that Prestone will %e¢ made =vailable tomorrow.

J. H. DAVIES,
linjor, air Corps,
’ Commandinge,
1-Incl. -
Syllabus of Tlying training.
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HE.DOUZRTERS 27TH BOMBLRDMEFT GROUP (L), AFCC JED/ avnn
0ffice of the Commanding Officer,
fmberley Field, Lustralia

Januery 15, 1942

SUBJECT: Commendetion of 8/L H. J. F. Le Good.

TO : Commanding Officer, fmberley Field, /i srelia.

) 1. Tt is desired that the assistence rondered by this Group by
s/I. H. J. F. Le Goed be brought. to your attontlon.

2. Withcut his gxcclleﬂ+ sup
ing progrem, loesting target

ities snc gonerslly sesisting in ©
the & results obisined would nut

Courtesy of the Robert G. Ruegg Family



DEC. R8TH - /RCUERFIELD, ERISBIYE, 0.

ifter flying down tc Brisbene from Darwin cn ¢ Cuanteas Flying
boat, the (fficers of the 27th proceeced to unload the [-24's, snd haul
them to fmberley and frcherfield iirdromes. Both of which are neer
Brisbane, 0ld. '

Herry Gelusha, =zlong with J. R. Smith, "Zeke" Summers, Harry
Mangan snd Doug Tubb composed the staff of officers et lrcherfield.
211 the ships hed to be assembled, and crews were put tc work, three
shifts 24 hours = day.

L new meteriel outfit, the &th, which had just lended from the
States did the work with some help from the Lussies.

/s soon s8 a few of the ships werc essembled, a Dive Bomb School
was orgenized. The students were U.8. Pilots fresh out of flying sch-
cols who left “he Stetes bound for P.l.. However, they ended up in Lus
trelie for cbvicus reesons.

Ibout » week after things pgot rclling out et ircher, Gus Heiss
end F.E. Timlin ceme rosring in from Derwin in their delapidated B-18.
They hed attempted to go beck tco the Philippines with = loed cof .50
celiber anmuniticn, but were stopped by the Japs in Bornco.

Gus and Tim then joined the frcher lads, snd ccbod as instructors
st Gelusha's "Litile Rendolph'.

Everything went eleng elright as fsr ss the actual schotl was con
cerned, but numsrous cther troubles were enccrnterud. ncke Summers (ILr
mement Officer) cussed everybhing end everybody, bucousec he couldn't get
triggers, eclencids, practice bombs, gun mounts enc emmuniticn. Doug
Tubb ran sround franticelly all dey in his Jeep trying to ccllect spare
perts, and wildly beet his hesd when nonc were available,

Herry Galusha gave deily lectures on low flying, acrobstics over
the field snd buzzing. Ipparently his well meant offcrt was expended
to very little aveil. Li. Leo Alverscn thought the Summer Rosort of
Southpert sheuld be given o proper first cless buzz, he tried it and <
cnded up by hitting e weve with his prop end crrsh lending cn the beach

¥hile ot frcherficld the 27th lived in barrscks furnished by the
fussics, rnd ate at the R.f.L.F. Officer's less. The Rei.i.F. Pilots
were fricndly end the 27th grng scon made nuperous friends.

The deys wers spent werking on the ships, training new crews, and
trying to orgenize a combet sguscron, The work wes herd, end somctines
e bit strencus, but the Y.oys had a goel in mind end all werc only to
glad t¢ do their part. Occasionelly they'd take a trip inte town for a
bit cof fustralian night 1life, end one might expect tc sce a couple of
leds at the "Princess" with a2 "Brisbene Beruty" on Seturdsy night.

On the twenty-third cf Jenuery, Cept. E@ Beckus (Fermer 27th Gp
Katericl Officer) meved to ircherficld to orgenize end teke command of
the 9lst Bemb Sq. of the old 27th geng. Herry Gelushe, Zeke Summers,
J.R. Smith, Doug Tubb, Salvy Sslvatere and Hembrough were in the 91st.
The rest of the gang moved to imberley Pield whers the 16th and the 17th
Squadrens were being orgenized with Capt. "Buck" Rogers, znd Gept Hermer
Snnke" Lowery, respectively, in command.

....3’?...

Courtesy of the Robert G. Ruegg Family
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GROID INSTRUCTION

GECUND STUDY OF £TRPLANE £ND CONTROLS

1. Fach student will spend a minimum of c¢ne hour in the cockpit of

the P-4A0-E to familisrize himsclf with £11 controls, =nd instruments
end their loestion. In eddlticn e minimum of onc hour will be spent
in familisrizaticn cpereting data.

SRMANENT FANILTARIZATION

1. Eeeh student will be given twe houre of instrueticn eoncerning
gun operaticn, sichting, gon bore-sight pettern, snd losding, 4Alsc
operaticn of buomb euntrcls.

COMBLT TECHNMICUE AND FORMATIONS

1. Two hours will be give:d on types of combat nermelly employed and
types of formation used.

TRANSTTION AT'D ORTITHT.TION THO _HCURS
1. The first period will be deveted to hendling ernd flying charsc=

toriztics ¢f ths nirplans,

2. The gecend period will be doweted to femilisriz-ticon of the sur-
rounding country.
ACRODLTICS

1, Fuur pericés vill be doeveted to Ciffercnt types of combst includ~
ing two-ship tesm vork.
G TRY FOUR HOURS

1, Two perieds without cpmers end without firing will be devoted to
meking attacks on twmoed slecve target. LAttecls vill be from front
querter, beem, snd astern.

2, Fech pilet will fire 100 rounds in twoe pericds using cnly one gun.

NiGHT FLYING TTC_HOURS

l. Two consecutive perieds with ono lending nt the end of each
period.



UNITED STATES (IR CORPS TRLINING SCHOOL .
OFFICE OF THE COMM/FDING (FFICER
/MBERLEY LERODRONE
December 30, 1541

BUBJECT: Syllsbus of £-24 and P-40 Pilot.
T0 ¢ Commencding Officer, No. 3 FIS.

l. In accordence with verbal instructions your office, the
following syllsbus of troining is submitted:

CONTENTS

GROUND TWSTRUCTION

Greund study of Lirplene and Contrels,
Ground Study of Handbock end Cherts,
Lrmement.

Signals,

Bombing Technique.

Link Trainer.

Identificrticn cf Silhcucttua.

Convergion or Trensiticn.
Simulated Bombing Individual.
Simulsted Borbing Formeticn,
Bonbing.
Gunnery < Lin fo 2dr.
Gunnery - Lir to Ground,
Night Flying.
£ = 2L

GRCUND_STUDY OF AIRPIANE D CONTROLS

L. Each student will spend a minimum of ore heur in the cock-
pit of the 4-24 on the ground to familirrize himself with »11 the
* ) e
cintrols and ingtruments and loeation.

GROIRD STTDY CF ErTTBOGY LMD CE:PIS

[

1. Each student meke a thorough study «f the pilots hsndbocok
anc performence date charts before bepinning the ecnversion pericd.

1. Bach: student will spend one pericd with = quelified instr-
uctor cn the operrticn the fixed 50 gel. mechine pun,

1. One hour w11l be piven on sigmels for normel formation,
and these signcle prepatory to dive-bombing.

Zs Eeck studon® will rttend tho sbeve snd teke sueh nobee ns
1 frmilisr vwith sane.

T oy '
Ol URES
o

clensire leature will b given o the terlnty

dive-s¢mbing



SYLLiBUS (Cont'd)
(&) Routine procedure before diving.
(B) Bombing.
(C) Rocovery frem dive.
LINK LIITER
l. Normel training wher avsilsble tc include:
(a) HNormel Blind Flying, turns, ete.
(b) Radic besm exercise.

SILHOUETTES -~ ONF HOUR

l, Omne pericd will be devoted to identification of silhcuettes
of friendly and cnemy nevel vesscls snd pircraft.

CONVIERSION VD TRANSITION THREE HOURS

1. Each pupil to be given e thros hour check by a guelified instr-
ueter on esirpenship and tochnigue.

2+ 0One pericd te be dovoted to femilisrizsticn cf surrounding
country.

3. One periid to be of oxerciscs on trke~of? snd landincs.
T

SIMULATED BOMEING INDIVIDUAL THO _HCURS
: s b

1. One pericd durl c¢n tho technique of dive-bembing end handling
of flaps =and nccessary controls.

2, One pericd scele driil in the above.

SIMULATED BOMBING FORMATION TWO_HCURS

1. One pericd tc be devoted 3o meneuvering of formetion pricr
to different type dives.

2. One pericd tr be deveted to diving from fermoticns giving prec-
tice in antleipating eignals, keeping proper intervel, ond prespect-
ive assembly sfter dives.

BOKEING (LOW LEVIL) FOUR_#'D HALF HOURS

1. ZEech pilot tc édrop 12 bombs.

2. Oix periods tc be deveted to this practlec. Two bumbs to be
drepped ench pericd.

GUNNERY (RIR TG (IR CIF HCOUR

1. Frcet cemcra gun preetico ageinst towed slsove target. Guarter
bern and astern attecks to be eerricd oub in nccordence with Form 4004,

GUNNERY (4IR TO GROUND) ONE_HCUR

1. ZEach pilot te fire 100 rounds from one frint gun apairst ground
targoet.

NIGHT PLYING

1. Bach pilct to carry out ab least three successful landings on
standard flere path with the aid of fioodlighis or sircraft headlighis.



CUNFIRENCE Ol FURTEER TRAINING TO BE GIVEN PILOTS
OFU.S. AIRCEAFT

THGSE PRESINT - Alr Commodoere BLADIN, R.A.A.F.
lig jor NICHCLS, United States Air Corps
Hajor D#VIES, ke i " L
Squadron Lesder LE CUCD, R.A.ALE,
Captain PELL, United States Air Corps,
L:'l-.eut. T 0¥ R"f" " i " H
Lisut. LEEHAY, n i i &

4ir Commodore Bladin stated that this confersnce wes ealled toarrsnge
deteil griging oub of an agreemsnt by General CLAGETT and Air (hief Marshel
Eurnett yesterday, 28th December, 1941, on the measurss to be taken to
train pilots of United States Air Corps, and, if necessary, Royal Australian
Air Pilots, to make up any defeciences which they may have to fly P-40s,
and A-24s.

Group Captain LACHAL is to be responsible for ithe orgenization
and recording of the treining carried out, but the Senior United Sketes
Officer is to be responsible for the standard of the *rgining, Major
DaVIES, United States 4drmy 2ir Corps has been detailed by Ceneral CLAGEIT
to be the Senior 0fficer (U.S.) in charge of training.

INSTRUCTORS:= The responsible United States Officer is to detall one
instructor for each type. They can be helped by selected pilots from the
R.4.A.F. at frcherfield and Amberley, provided that the Operstionsl Sgusdrons
are not rendered immobile thereby. Group Ceptsin LACHAL hes detailed
Squadron Lesder LE GUCD to sssist Major DiVIES snd has recuested that the
services ofFlying Officer J/ACKSCH, ex-Tomghsvlk Pilot of Yo. 3 Squsdron

be made availsble.

Major DAVIES intimeted the Lieutsz, LOWERY and KEEH:N, United States
Adr Corps, would be available for instructors on 4-24s end F-40s, res-
pectively.. usdpen Leader~LESGUCD will seslst Li. LO™HRY at Archerfield
in the organization snd the training of pilots on 4-2is.

Flying Officer JACKSOM, if and when svaileble, will be detsiled to
assigt Lt. KEENAN on P-i0 training.

SILLABUS:~ Major DEVIES will give Croup Oaptein LiCHAL the desired sylis-
bus for training for eack type of alrcraft to inelude eir to ground firing
(front grn), night flying end dive bombing, for pilots. In this regard

it is the considered opinion of 4ir Corps snd R.L.L.F. Officers that a
maximum of 100 rouncs per pilot should be allotted f'or front gun firing
and six bombs per U.S.4A. pilot for dive bombing, It is to be noted that
none of these U.S.4. Pilots has previously fired front guns.

ASSEMBLY OF PUPILS - Major DMVIES roquested that the respensible United
Stetes #ir Corps Officer arrange for the assembley et simberley of pilots
whe are to fly P-40s, and at lrcherficld of those who arc o train on £-24s.
In the event of there being more United Steies Pilots availsble than there
are aireraft, the distribution of the surplus between P4AO0s and £-248 *o be
irranged by Major D/VIES in consultation with Group Captain LACHAL. In the
event of there being deéficiency of 7.S8.4. Pilots, Group Captein LACHAL is
to notify 4ir Bosrd of the number of deficient.

£ CODRE

DREPION OF IILOTS:- The Officers Commanding Zrcherfield snd Amberley
are %o 8 the necessary arrangement I'or zccomodation and messing of pupil
pilots “dnstructors. Any coordination necessary will be opdered by Group

ZETROL, EOMBE ND AMIUNITION:- It is estimsted that the average flying per
supil on eseh type will be 15 hours snd in this repard it is requested thet
rhe neccssary 100 ostans petrol for sireraft be arrenged by the gir Corps
Ll Jffdiesr toguther with the nscessarv bombs and smmiunition.
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TRZINING OPERATICHNS LT IMBERLEY FIELD

On January first the 27th Group sterted its officisl training
operaticns in the new thester of wer. Lt. Lovery wes acting opera-
tions officer and hed =0 many assistents thet 211 he hed to do was
learn tc pley hearts,; which was socm to beecme the mein smusement on
rainy afternocns.

# good number of pilots, fresh from West Comst training scheels,
were assigned tc the Group snd came cut to [mberley to teke up their
quarters. They were 21l eeger to get in g combet sireraft and proved,
with few exceptions, to be very cepeble.

With much careful planning, » training schedule wes mede cut.
The new pilots were given trensiticn time, foermetic night flying,
end finelly practice in bembing and gunnery. In ie st scuth

ith jussic pract-
FT(CLLCQE quitc
ing the crews

Deen macde a

of Southport was uscd as & terget rnd wes riddlsd
ice bombs during the next fow meeks. The training
feverably, and with fow secidents,
elive end in most cesce with only sli ¢
belly l&“anE one ds y rhen ¢n rolurnir T ¢ {g migsion found
he covld got cnly onc vheel down., On snother ceor on. Lrmstrong méde
n cmorgeney landing =t Archerficld end in the akcitudhh neglected

to lower his vheels. The powder cherge in the prectice bomb was sotb

cff, end this hed #11 tho bystanders in n sweet until they realized

thet the ship wasn't on fire sfter 2ll. fLs the days prcss@ repidly

"“

by, the boys become better snd bether until finelly it was decided
that they were ready t¢ be placed inte i i The
Squadrons were formed and scen the 9lst wes meking p:lf reedy for

the push nerth. They bascé at Lrcherfiecld and léth ané 17th con-
tinued treinirg st fmberley. Lfter e fow more deys the 16th moved

out te the rolling preirie celled Lowocd, leaving the 17th at fmberloy,
and the Group plens snd treining office was dissclved.

Courtesy of the Robert &. Ruegg Family
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foril 1, 1942,
1. Weed eight (8) Nevigetor officers (3 per flight).
2. Need cight (8) officer Bomberdiers.
3. Necd two (2) Worth imericsn Factory reps.
4 Must train gunners on use of power turret. Vone know anything
about them.
5¢ Cesual F-25 experdienced pilols.

Necessary you send mesgesege te 3rd Bomb Gp saying 27th Bomb Gp
porsonnel in fuctraila erz eesipned to the 3rd Bemb Gp so we cen cperate
properly. I heve spread my officers and men to three 3rd Sguedrons.
but unless they receive some directive. Unly 20 menmbers of 27th Bomb
Gp in dustrelia. 27th is ir fendlz.

(ovy)
P05 HO US/Fli MELBCURNE
Us 532 1/2

YOU WILL ORDER ([ SCUADROW OF THE TPENTYSEVENTE LICHT BOMB/RDLENT GROUD
WITH FIPTEEN 4-24 AIRPLLNES TO DERATT FERRUCRY 2 FOR JAVE. (U WILL ORDER
THEE TWC REMrINIEG SQUADRONG TO DEF:™w ON FEFRIVRY 10 oD 17 PLSPRCTIVELY
FOR D RWIN. YO ARE DI ) 20 REFORT BY RABIC TO T HE:D(UARTRRS EEFCER
DEF RTURE THE M.ME CORMMA RAIE OChli SFRIZL NUNREER ORG/ MIZATION CF AL
PERZOHNEL AT BRISE/NE JSSIGFED TO LACH (F THEZE THRIY SOULIROES. PiRT TWO
YOU WILL DIRLCT COMMAFDIFG TYEVTYSEVENTE LICGHT BCHE'RTITNT CGRCUP TC BHiVE
MEFUR! GPURED LOGALLY 28 50011 45 FOSSIBLL TEE ;T PTOR: VECFSS/RY Fov THE
L-24 TYFE fIRPLENES TC CATRY LLI SIZE ARMY BONPS. 7TEE [ZFUFACTURE OF
TEESE ADAPTCRS WILL TFE DISTRITTTLD TO AS WOVY KAVUFACTURES PS5 PGSCIBIE.
LHD EVERY ETiORT M/KE TO FXPFRIITE TEEIR HAFURLCTURE IN ORDEE TEST ADLPTURS
Y LCCOFPANY ORGII7ZLTICH.

BLRNES

SLONET
27TH BOMB GRCUFE
fMBERLY FIELD,0.

Feb. 12, 1942,
SUBJNCT!  Movement Orders and Instructlons.
0 ¢ Commgnding Officer, 16th Bomb Sq., +reher Field, Q.

1. The l6th Bomb Sg., with 15 £-24's, 15 Officer pilots and 15
enlisted nen will move to Jewa Feb. 13, 1942 or =& scon theresficr s
possible.

2. Route outs drcher Ficld - Chsrlesville - Cloncurry - Daly
Weters - Betchelor Field. it EBetchelor. Field. 4t Batchelor Field rou will
contect the Lir Corps Herdquerters ot Derwin end inform him of your srrivel
and aveil Batchelor FPield for further instructions regerding ycur movement
from thet herdyusrters.

3« Jou will send deprriure snd srrivel messsges commencing gt
f#rcher Field to include number of plenes snd pergonnel,

4e You will submit & roster of nll personnel departing vwith the 16th
Sq to this office prior tc depsrture.
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O FICERE

ROGERS, F.¥. Captain 821
HUBB/RD; R.D. Cantzin T83
RULGG, B.G. Ist Tk 816

DIREN, H.R. 2nd L, £01
ROSE, Heds wow 784,
SCHMIDE, R.%el. L 7o7
Doy, ¢.0. woon C A
HEIDINGFR, Vafis n o0 211
PARKFR, J.C. fx M dih
«AFDERGON, J.5. L 813
WILKIIS, ®H.H. w B 75
FMPRECN, D.E. "o 775
HILL, M5 it on 7495 ¥athe
HULOOMB, T. T. LI T3
SEARTE, H.G. # " . o

SLLVATORE, 4-F. row e
JLC0BS,; I, LA Hosp. Brigbabs

PURCH, 38.D. Surgesnt Tk
VLNCE, D.R. ' Sercesnt o7
_KEHOR, G.F. Corporsl T84
BROW, L., Corporal Hosp. Brisbene
ROBIN, F.D: PR Busp. Brisbaune EOL
GIViON, E.H. i £13
oilly R E o7
THORXOOK, R.d. P 780
{0 s :._; harids = & 8;3—1
211362, Red» " 816
WELSON, A.T. it LGy

BEECHER, Faf. . e
ELOPER, E.d. n a3
ETEEHNSEY . JaT s o jriste
WORDERN, H.C. g o
RUWE, H.L. EFG. -

CRES
HOCEAILO, MlF. gergenny T
XIEMEN, .M. Sergeant S
ARLEKY, Bl Sorgeral T
CLATRORTHY P, E i8]
GOLDMAIT, S.J. # 798
DEAN, Hoda Ty FH3
? :;H':'f'h

SLAYTLN, W.T.
}'iE.’j_BE}., L n Pr.";:'-.=
HATTER, J.H:
HARTHENY, E. .
HAPRIGS, O M. a e

DAVISOF, J.F. b Elech.
BARMEDUTY, T.%. " 757

i 421
Jerporal Hadio.
Corporal Redio.
S/Serpennt hief frm.
WELLACE, .1 Sergennt 783
KRAUSE, W.R. Sergesnt &21
WAGHTR, D.H. Sorporel F8L

WICH, J.H. Sorporsl 813



PASOUELLA, C» PFC, 74

KENNY, J.P. w 816
CHAPMAN, J.W. ByT 798
OFFICERS
LOWERY, H.F. Ceptein §19
HEISS, G.M. JR. Tk IS 807
FARR, G.C. 20l L 750
WALKER, L.A. JR. B 751
DEAN, C.L. S 752
TALLEY, T.F, nooon 758
MAMNGAN, J.H. Rl 763
BECK, .J. JR. noow 768
TIMLIYN, F.E. i " T
TO" NSEND, L.C. i " 772
KITCHENS, G. JR. L H T3
TEST, H.B. " # 785
NOGILLIVARY, R. i L =
JACKSCL, J.D. T Cloncurry
DeJARNEITE, T.D. LU Cloncurry
ALVERSON, L.C. E Z Brisbane
GUNITERS
THOMPSON, .M. 3/sg 273
DUCLOS, B.V. BT 807
£XT+ R. CCRPCRLL TR
HAYES, W.J. SERGES? 819

. FOSTER, H A. 799
HILL, W.C. : " 751
YUUNG, L.G. Crrporal 768
DEFMS, R.d. W 785
ALLPORT, L.H. B i 763
MONGRAIM, R.C. Gorporsl 750
KIERGER, K.R. " 769
MINKLER, J.1. e 752
HERTMAN, A.L, Lergeent 758
HURTER, &L.D. Pvt. Spare.
WRIGIT, C.d. t Cloncurry
BEIL1Y, H.J. u " Cloncurry
CRERS
DERTING, H.L. 8/8at Line Chief
GINGER, Q. Serpesnt 758
KEYER, V.H. " 751
PLECKER, C.T. " 752
STEIN, J.V. n - 807
CRECGU, J.d. Corporel TEG
PO"TLL, L.F¥. " 763
LINCFELDT, W.E. Pfc 785
LEVIS, &.R. " 772
KILLIZMS, D.J. " 768
BEAN. B.Y. Pyt 799
SELLY, K. " 819
LECHOWICZ, E.J. Pvt lel 750
TAYLOR, &.L. Corporal Radic
ARKOURERS
ELGIN, H.E. s/sgt 819
FCKSTEIN, J.E. Sgt £07
VEUGHN, Bole St 751
SHIPES, Bef. Corporal 799
THORSEN, T.D. " 752
MILLER, H.R. Pfec, 763

769

TFRRYEFRRY, S.7. n



SECRET
27TH BOMB GROTFP
ZMBERLY FIELD, (. 1500
feb. 3, 1542.

SUBJECT: Movement Orders and Instructions.

=3
©
e

Commanding Officer, 91lst Bomb Sqg., Jrcher Fiecld, Q.

1. The 91st Squacdren with 15 £-24's, fifteen Officer pilots and
fifteen enlisted men will move to Soursbaya, Jave, Febe 4, 1942 or as
svon as possible therecafter.

2. Roube out: Jrcher Field - Cherlesville - Cloncurry - Dsly Waters
Darwin RéiF Fleld. £t Derwin you will conteet the C.0. fmericen Alr
Unit {Captein Comnelly) =nd roquest & signel be sent to the Commanding
General jmerican iir Forces in Java announcing your presence snd request
informetion as to your exact destinstion in the NEI and the route thereto.
You will send deperture and arrivel messegog commeneing st fLrcher Field
o inelude number of airplanes snd personnel,

3. You will take edvantege of the pursuit squadron due to de=-
part Amberly Field, Feb. 5, 1942, for the purposs of fighter protection
enrcute north from Derwin. Their destinstion is the samc as yours and
use of this unit for this purpose has boen granted. Yeu end the €.0,
of the pursuit squadron will arrange for the type of prot: ction best
suited for this purpose azt Darwin. Do not lesve Darwin without this
fighter protection unless so directed by the Commending Genersl fmerican
Air Forces in dave. Notify this department at Amberly Field upon de-
parture from Derwin,

4 Adr Foree Melhiourne stetes sufficient liavy type bombs for A-24
bomb racks aveileble et your deshbinstion.

JOHF R, DLVIES,
Major, Lir Corps,
Commsnding.

SECEET

3 Jen. 42.
1200

Col Hoyt by Pilot C-53

On instructions from C.0., &mericen Forees in Brisbane, the 27th
Bomb Gp. loaded bombs on all combst A=24's commencing at 0200 3rd Jan.
(just after talking tc you) which required all armement personnel to be
cecupied at other then armament instelletion necesscry to equip the sq.
going north tomorrow. This was a result of informstion thet a carrier
was opereting ¢ff Brisbane.

e will unload bombs this FM snd hope to consolidate cne squadron
cf 15 girplanes to depart tomorrov 4 Jan 42 by noon,

The cnly personnel we heve are recuit resr gunners which we have
not been sble to train due to leck of resr gun mounts and emmunition.

Neccesary that crew chiefs, one per plane, sand qualified srmement
men 1/2 per plene be made availsble.

Request C-53 be made available to slso transport escential spare
parts for A-24's north.

If possible would like P-40 scuscron to depert Derwin st ssme time
€5 A-R4's for necessary protection. £-24's precticnlly helpless if en-
countered ememy oppositicn vhich I understend cen be expected enrcute



iwrth of Darwin.
Menufecture of bemb adaptors hes been disecombinued inm Brisbane,

Need acditicnal srmanent mon, with Hools, hers to complete in-
stelleption of armemert eqguipment. They cculd help here end then be

“ransperted north with last squedron,
DLVIES

CONETDRI™ AT,

A1R GORPS TRCCEER

ATToepa s
Rl e

Jepamery 1. 19/42.
JUBTECT: FProgress and situation soport sza of 1800 Jan. 1, 1S42.

8] General CLAGGEYT »

e

t. Z2ivplangss~ L6 Buberds
4 more now reedy for 1 e
ready for test. w4ﬂg5 ons ol

1 scsemblive on,

1ne hﬂv“

thrce have props on and eipght heve ganq cbecﬁn~ prd ropdr te gow Lt
arescnt there is only sufficient Fredd -1rp+:ne It ean

2 dreined from cne alrplans %o atouhcr for iss’ mhirposes.

it Archer Tield, 4 A-Rl's heve boea bested vwith 5 in cormisgicn
seady for test,

4 stetus report will be dn yur office et & A and 4 PK deily to
inelude both F-40 §~24 Progrins.

The assaubly of sirplence is nrogressing 28 well es can be -upecteds
spirit ang applicaticn of the mechenies is exsellent., It ie Lo be
nted that a fer instances of lsck of entbusiagum has been apparent as
meng the civilian mechsnies envoute to China which has been corrected.

2. CASCLINE:- PReculsition for gesoline reguirements for testing
and conducting £lying fraining bebh et Lrberly end frcher haw been sibe
mitted to inslude GO octens in the £-24's with non-self soeling tanks

4th cne tenk of 100 octzme for teke off and emergency.

3. AIRDROME defense and dispersion of eix p1ang t= 411 airdrome
defense plen using eveilshle defense facilities is in cperation. Copy
of alrdprome dofense dete and slarm signals attached for your information.

211 eirplsnes not being esscmbled or on line resdy for iest are con-
zesled in weods near the “erC“ts at beth imberly and frcher Flelds.

4. PERSOWIEL:= The housing snd mescing freilities are sdquate
=t Amberley for the officers end men now here. ALL personnel new at
fnmberly sre cegential.

In sccordesnce with your mesmo desiring a1l dir Ccrps trocps being
tetioned on Flying fields a survey wes male st fmberley with Group
Ceptein LACHAL end sufficient spece is availsble. £nticipating this
move addibional showers and letrines are now under construction by our
troops which will be sufficient to take care of all Air Corps troops now
at fpeot. The Hesdquarters Sguadron, 7th Bomb Group has adequate messing
egnipnent set up snother mess ot fmberly for these additional men. &d-
ditional persennel is nob required at imberley ss all mechanics are now
werking on airplane assemblying. However if you direct their movement
to Auicerly they cen be properly teken care of.

E, FLYING TRAINING:= Flying training starts tomerrow morning both
erly end st frcher Field. The necestary organization to conduct

at amb



this training is complete. & copy of the training directions is attached
for your information. A1} officers scheduled for P=40 training at
Iimberiecy Field will be gusrtered there. There is net sdeguste housing
and messing fmeilitins for all trainess at Areher Field =t present. Un=
til they can move out to Lrcher ground school will be ornducted at
dsect and students will be transported from fecot fto Archer wken scheduls
for flying snstrueticn. There sre forty-five cfficers scheduled for P-40
training at imberly snd fifty-six officers schedulted for ireining st
Archer Fleld,

6. ARMANENT:~ The parties rosponsible for providing armament
pupplies and vogulpmen®t for the 4-24 sirplene should be charged with
erimninal negligence. Without delicste rachine shop work neithor the
fromt guns or the reer guns will fire. o bombs will fit the racks with
adding esnother lugz. Ko siphts were sent and ne solenolds.

By ueing improvised methods one sirplane hs: been rigged to fire
the forwerd guns. Sufficient meteriel is svaileble (24 tripger motors)
to have a total of twelve airplencs cquipped with formmré guns. 4

reguigition for items such as trigger molors. solencids, ete. which can
be proeured or manufectursd sgevisfretorily, is beinp prepered for
forwerding to the United States. :

No ermament trouble iz sniiecipatesd cn the P-40's,

JOIT H. DEVIES.



IS ISTRE 2 TS
T0 ¢+ UGS A I & Melbourne.
FROM : 27th Bomb Group, dmberlays

Request suthority to send units consisting of three dive humber
sguacdrons gnd three pursult squecrons north (.) Units tc be sent north
#ill be one squsdron of pursuit end cne squedron of dive bomber tomether
e8 scon es they ere resdy (.) Personnel of 27th Group will be used to
augment experience level of purguit units {.) Pursuit o be used es
protection fir dive hombers end preotice working togsther pricr to de-
parture(.) Totel plancs will be forty-five (45) dive hombers and seventy-
five (75) P-40s (.) Fifteen (15) dive bombers per squedron and twenty-
five (25) P-40s (.) Tecticel comirel to remain with sguscron commanders
of dive bember sgusdrens (.) It is essential that the dive benbers have
pursuit protection (.) This cen only be acecmplished by .pursult and dive
bembers working as a unit (L)

JOHIT B. DAVIES

GOPY OF ORICINAL CTLY

SECRET CYPHER ME: SiGE
TO BALTCHELCR

FRON NCRTH WEST £R¥4 - Z.613. 8/3/42.

FOLIOWING EECEIVED FROM AIRBOARD (.) TECINS (.) TO COMMAWDING
OFFICER U.S. FORCES BATCHELOR FROM HE/DNUARTERS U.S.4.F.I1./. MELPCURNE
U.S. 1255 8/3 (.) P&sS TO COMMANDING GEICER 27TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (.)

BITE

A.C.5.%3=976 YOU WILL MOVE ¥OUR ENTIRE GCUP DMMEDILTELY TC D/LY VATERS
FOR STATION FERIGD BRETT (.) ENDS TTHE OR CRIGIN 0001/Z/8.

(cory) SECRET

TO: €O US FORCLS DLLY V4TERS (PASS TO SEVEN BOMB GRGUP) CO US FORCES
B/TCHRELOR FIELD. GO US FORCES BRISHAFE (BNE ¥T PASS)

FROM: USAFIL, WELBOURNE

UX 1906 18/2 IMMEDIATE SECRET

CITE ACS THRED D:SH ONE FCUR FIVE I'IND ORDER £LL (AVAILAPLE) DiSH TWENTY-
FUURS TC PROGEED TO TOYNEVILLE 4% CHCD ZND REPORT 7O ACH THERE FOR IMMEDILTE
GPFRITIONS FERIOD CCLBLT CREVS 4FD £DiPTCR BINDS WILL BE CZRRIED PERICD

BRETT

TO BATCHELOR

FROM A.C.H. DRWIY

ALL 2-2/4 4¥D WIRRAW(.YS TO TAKE CFF &ND PLTRCGL AR FROK B(TCHELOR TO
D:RWIN UNTIL DUSK 4/3 {.) OBJECT PREVENTION OF DESTRUCTICH CF GROUND.

TO: BATCHELOR REPE:TED G.V.R.

FOOM:  A.C.H. DIRVIN 4.891  3/3 .

A-24 TO P2TROL COAST TEN MILES EACH SIDE CF D/RWIN IN FLIGHTS OF SIX BLCH
PERIOD UNTIL 0900 %/3/3 (.) OBJECT COAST F/MILIARISZTICN LND PROTECTION
DARWIN FROM ENBEMY BCHBERS (.)

~PS ILPORTENT. TO00. 0307/%
72/3
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DEC. 24TH TO FEB. 1942

Vo errived in Brisbane cerly in the afternoun of December 24th,
Christmes Eve, on a Short Flying beet. Soon we were scttled at Len-
nons end were impresscd by its medern style end comfort. £ big din-
ner wes crganized and & few dates lined up. Doan wes the first one
to be picked up by an fussie and she wesn't bad to lock at.

The perty was a big success from the stert. The punch wes woak
but the bertender caught on fast and it wes scon OK. Drinking and
singing fer into the night with melody sweet and Hot. Smitty buying
champaigne by the cease snd Wost always ordering more. Hembzugh being
& capable M.C. by snswering the telephone with "Sell fmericen, Buy
Japznasc".

The next day it wes found our ships werc in Brisbene =11 right.
St111 en a ship in the Brisbnne harler. We would get thom ssscmblod
at lrcher. Beackus was to hove charge of imberley Field engineering
with Rucgg, Walker, Towvnsond and Schmidt helping.: Ruegg, Townsend,
and Smitty folloved o day later.

The #-24's were socn found to he in rather & bed way. Instru-
ments were bed, engines using oil, tircs defective, rnd nume rous other
things wcre wreng, Pecked errulossly, cr in s hurry, the controls
cebles vere not snchored, meking ‘he job teugher still. fnd the arme-
ment wme & mess. Hub end West went intc » £let gpin trying to find
solenoid and trigger motors, puns, s#nd brackets.

On December 29th, Ruceg flew the first 4-24 end probably the fivst
fmerican verplene assembled on forcign shorus by fmericsn crews. Soon,
a sizeable number were flying, weiting only for srmement befere they
were roedy for combat,

The 7th Bemb Gp wes tho esscrbling forec ané though thoy hed been
virking on Flying Fortressss for a yeer, scon hed the 2-24's mestered.

It wee a mad mixup trying to get the ships togother, firding perts

training pilots, fixing creclups end sweabing spainst time. The sole-
ncids and trigger motors finslly started from the states, by eir ancd
watcr,

Time ran out for us to return to P.I. snd we startcd swoating Java
enc more doleys, and more shertages. Even Colonel Jim got discoursped.
Idways et the lest.minutes, we eithcr hed the pert made loerlly or
found it ir the hodge podge of the iir Corps Supplys. 8gb. Vesley knew
mere shout what they had in fir Corps Supply than the men supposzcd o
be running it. Everyone forgot sbout red tepe end if we hed to heve
something we just signed our name to oh order--or stole it.

Towerds the latter pert of Jznusry some drugs were urgently needec
in Mindinec. Rucgg etarted for Darwin in onc of the COlay Pigecns snd
lesrned soucthing about desd reckening and a land where chuckpoints wer
& metbor of hours spart. Landed at Winton for ges end nc gas. The
i{1lied {ir Feorcas startsd celling leng distence and "Sneke! Lowery, bac
at Lmberley, tore oub whet hrir he hed left. Kuege finally went on inte
Clencurry and got ges there. Finding that =n /-24 could go 1000 miles
in one hop, he hoeded for Derwin direct, =nd goh, himself thoroughly los
end flow over the brush for 2 hours loocking Tor a place to set dovm and
Just at dusk finding Dely Wetcrs--which is probebly the first snd Iash
time Daly Veteors looked scod o any membor of the 27th Group, OFff the
acxt, dey cazrdy gnd imbe Derwin just in timo to give the medicine to
"Shorty™ Vholcss teking cff for Mindinac, Znd el the wey back to Amb-
erley ¢n suven sylingers or less, with one beng Bﬂ'-%- rip cord snd one
eye cn the cil pressure. » S

: Solonel Davies vrs still metbing Joedlincs thet oouldn't bs met du
Lomy

» Jork of parts, and Fd Beclkvs ywiro gredually losing his hai-
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"Buck® Ropers finelly returned from flying & trensport beck througk
the Indics, end Salve returnsd with hin.

Fsbruery the fourth, the 915t finslly zo
with Backus lesding snd Herty, Zcke Sammers,
and Selvc and ths new borys fnllowing.

ot under way with 15 ships
JoR.emith, Hembaugh, Tubb,

Fobrusry simtecnth end the 1éth lefd with Bueck, Hub, Rucgs, SF4aty,
Rese, dosn, Biran, end %he pilets, [t Clencurry, 5 were using cil and
ethey troubles so Buchk went cn sherd L aving Bucgp to bring up the
wrecks: One nisht in Peb,, I wing £lies, overycne hed his ship Pixed.
Bucx pnd hie cutfit hed dropped from sizht, lsnddive neither ot Daly
Veboers ¢r Betchalor s Ruegs and the bors hept shfrp lockout for thens
Feund them #i Kethorine sod vont in to Batchelor

Ruoge went on in to get the trip Zor Jeve etreightencd cul by Gp
Gaptain Scherpor vho gric no ¢ice tedey, The Wps were Toe close to
Ecopeng end ve'd bheve to weit ot Betgholeoy 531l to-morrow 4o £ind out
the score. This vesn't the lest tims that C/u Sherrer soveld QU NGGKS.

L demn geod mene S0 we gpont the night gt Betshelor snd the next day
earhy the Fips hit Dervin with everything but the sink, snd werc #tt-
acking Evepang. 8¢ we didn't got to Jave. puck end tho rost of Lhe
boys gey into Batehelir with Z shive,

So the 16th sctbtlod et Batichelor with dyacs
hests The 17th joinced uws shortly rnd CGolangl Ji
we found boer, pin, lcc bexes, ond = Fow othor :
in betwoen Hines wo bombod up, cvacisted, dropped our bonbs, bcrnra un
egsin, flew prurels, wrecked e fow ships end gerncrelly koot buay.

pour focd, and ihe
2) o

Teling off one merning cerly to kit £ nip ecerrier, Schmidt roiled
hig ship cwur feidng off with » 500 1h, egp. Snithy snd his puaner 13
rolling snd never stopped till they were ina dive Treneh. Mo explosgicn.

More slerts; patrols, cencclled missitns, end cvecustions. To Is
3 :

Waters with flivs, no water, no besr, no food, snd het as Hodes. 4 g0

place to aveid.

fnd more a-?ﬁ‘a in Brisbone so the Ccloncl, Hub, Buegg, Sonny and
EZ hoeded soubh o got Them. Rucegs, Senny 2ncid by Quentes Flying Hoat
again with o ﬂ“'ﬂiul of wounded Yenlts T em a boat thet tried to male the
P.I. To Brisbene Hrrch 10 end wo teke cver 15 i-24's from 3rd Croup.

. lielifec, Poter Bender =nd Stafford cre¢ in Brichrne and s big
celebretion is held. They came out of the Fe I, in 2 sub end lsnded in
Java Just ghecad of the Mipsy & perty wag h=¢ to <olcbrate their return
whieh Jezted pome time. :

Crlenal Jim, Hub, and Lerronde left Mewrch 20 in 3 ships folloyed
tie next dey by Bender, Melfee, snd Stefford. Nereh 24th, Ruegg, Somny,
Ed Tavmsend, nnd Jacobs stert noril' end lespd gt Tornsvillc where the
&9th So. was. Do Po Hall snd Chris Petri end Ccloncl Jim and &nszko
were tliere so guicto 2 get together. ' the next doy to Charters Tower
The 27th will go inte the 3rd Bemb Greups B-25's arc aveilsblo end a
flewr L=20s. Bick uogcr i, Ruegg, Dosh pad tha new pilots sre dn tho 8th
Souedrcen ond keep dive bomberg.s Suech a Lifsl




FEB. 4, 1942 to JLV:
Glst Squadron

Or. Feb 5th, the first flight of A-24's under Captain Backus, hesced
north. The flight teok off appropristcly enough in the rein. The fol-
fowing day, Lt. Gelusha folloved with the remaindsr of the Sgusdron., Eoth
flights, one dsy's distance spart, flew to Darwin by wey of Charleyville,
Clencurry, snd Daly Waters. They left It. flverson and Egt. Gaydos at
Cherleyville vith a bum engine.

One thing ameszed the whole flight &1l the way scross fustrslis. The
dustralisn grapevine told the people thet the planes were coming long befor
they arrived. it esch plece they landed, all the netives know of the srriv
2l and where they were henced.

By Februery 8th, fourteen of the fifteen orginel 9lst plencs had srriv:
ed at Darwin. Summers' plene ves out beesuse of excessive use of oil, and
Jacob's plane had three bad cylinders. S:lvetors and Jacebs wers left sb
Darwin to repair the planes, if possible. Salvetore had elready been over
the country in a -39 end wes considered eapsble of lezding the two planes
up after they were fixed.

On Fob 9th, Captain Beckus left Derwin for Koepang with Lts, ibel and
Criswell flying on his wing. He wee scheduled to follow cne LB30 and &
P-/0'e. Deing unable to keep up he followed his own course sed resched
Timor ell right. The IB30 however got lost and the & P=40's mwere forccd
down in thc wilde of the Islend, Of course, Backus only having flown for
the air lines for scven yesre couldn't miss +he Islend.

drriving without eny ennouncoment ot Eowpang, the throe 2-24's re-
coived ¢ varm reception. The fustrslian fck-ick cut down the flieht end
succesded in puncturing the gesoline tenk on Backus's plsne rnd nestly re-
moving the stebirlizer on his right elovator. The three plancs medc Foepeng
2ll right =and did » job of pulling heir on the fustralien operstion officer

The nuxt dsy Backus in his patched up plene went on to Pasirien, Java.
Lbel end Criswell returned to Darpirn.

Cn Peb 11th, Celusha with cleven plapes lef't Darvin and folloved an IB-
30 tc Keepeng., {11 plenece arrived seicly, the 530 miles of open ses, with
£ ceiling of fifty feobt at times vere not corducive to peree of mind. Tubb
solved the situstion by smuggling four bottles of beer abesrd snd hefore we
were 100 milus st ser he s flving some tipht formation,

The eleven ehips vere rufucled, and the crews spont the night in some
berracks sbout one wile from the {1old. Everyone 1as desd tired and the
next days'! flight promised plenty of ncticn so tho whole ercw vent to bed
early.

The next morning, Feb 12th, Summer ond Leunder took off st deylight fox
Den Pageer, Bali. CGelusha, Lerronde, Tubh, Hembaugh, end Heinus took off
five minutes later for Maingrpore, Soembe. Smith, Ferguson, »hel snd
Criswell followed after five minutes and hesded for Den Passer.

4t Maingepore, Haines overturned his plane in lending znd cracked a
couple of ribs, Haines and his gunner wes left behind, After pulling the
chip out of several mudholes, and straining o1l over, they managed to getl
off the ground egain after sbout three hours. The twc flights that went to
Bali, made the hop OK except for the slight excitement ceuscd vhen Summers
end Laundor landed st Den Passsr. The field eppesred deserted and they
thought that the Japs had zlreecy taken the Islend. However, after seversl
anxious minutes the Dutch refueling deteil came ocut of +the bushes end Fill-
ed che ships with gos.

Betveen Den Pessnr and Paisirian, the flight had ite first sight of th
Jep Nevy. Summers snd Launder flew slmost Cirectly over four Jap destrover:



Smith's flight zighted the same ships & few minutes later ond had en
enxious five minutes befors he found out that the ships wore not sccom-
panied by sircreft. Unfortinetely the £-24's were nob loaded vith bombs
et that time snd could not stteek the ships,

By three o'clock in the sfternoon of the 12th all fen cirplsnes had
joined Ceptain Beckus at Pasirisn. He greested each plane ss it ceme in and
personelly supcrvised the disperssl of the planes, snd he loocked glad to se
them.

Summers with Launder and Ferguscn flying ming positions tock off for
Moc jokerto, nerr Seurrboje in northern Javs. The flight found Modjokerte
airfield OK and wes followed by the other flights in guick order.

You 2an imegine Summers surprise upon lsnding to see a femilicr figure
guiding the pirplanes to revetments. That familier figure wns Stevenson,
who hed been left behind in Manila. I don't think eny two guys were ever
more glad to see esch other. Steve, wvoaring Ceaptoin's bare, reported that
Colonel Vence, Bill Eubsnks, Mcifee, Pele Bender, snd 0ld Goest Stefford had
gotten to Sversbaje by submerine, The other boys wers seattered =211 over
Java, but Steve with two Dutch Officers end 1200 Jevencse netives had been
building the cirfield.

This airfield had fermerly becn rice fislds but the ncbives had bailt
bamboo mats coversd them over with four Znches of dirt. The fisld was ser—
viceable, but still very stickr. OSewveral ol the planes stuck in the mud
and could only ke lifted oub by main strength.

SLeve took all eleven pilots and their gunners to = nsarhy sugir
plantation called Bengsol, thsre he had made arren; gements for the crews
to be housed in the hemes of the supervisor and his zssistants,

It was a motley crew that finally reached Briu. sol just abt dark, how
ever, the welcome they ruceived was beyvend any expectaticns. Tucse Dutuh
people, took the boys risht into their homes and hearts. Goott naths,
good foo, goad whiskey, gocd beds, haod beceme rarities to the bovs.
dangsel, they hed all and mors too.

ct

Just dmegine the lusury of having sc ne to 100*( after svery nesd
after the napdshics at Daly eters and Jsichelor Fisl Fach housshold
had at least five sevvants and nll were eassr to serve. dackus and Sur-

mers wera housed with the Supsrviser and the place resemblod nothing so
much as the Argy-layy Club outside of Vashington., Giluzha and Hameaugh
were livinzg in a privete home. Iounder and Tarronds han} the only air
congitioned reom in Jova. Swmith, Ferguson, and Tubb wsre just arcund
the r‘r}l‘riFr with the plantation enginser. Criswel] ik abel were nearby
with Tlhe accountsat. IEvervens b his hast to m ael abt homeo

=y r-rr

slea

iring the **14"9".
neeegsarily sk
to gzt away from t.h;,- field

The crews spent Coar cloisan
Baving only two qualifisd mechanics,
Eyvuryone worked with A will and 1% wes umimal
bafore 12 o'clock midnisht,

t dava o
s
:

s0k ¥
e hhe vork was

Steve was hobnebbing with the Juvanese Frincess and Dubch Amy big-
wigs, and he did & mugnificent job of getiing needed things done. lie got
,"..':.;ric{'.n chuess, ham, and egers from Yoz rhnra,

ror wenh to Sunidoans 3 was the
bdot feor tae remainder of the 89
.
Un the oy o Bhs sroanarod with the

= flewr to Batavia., Larrondets
Bt s' 11.:. wd to repair the
ilers le later

stuck In

pxonption of kb
ghile was oub ircaage
cther. Abcl nosed ovar

rerairad i, bul on

pozition and Ge Lunue-in thoe bay at Socrabt wrare he j
rasgucd by the arrornle o .I'.!".‘F:.I, Jeined the squadron at Malan,

AT



At Bztavia, Backus rejoined the outfit, Hs was wearing Majorls bars
and had Capbain's bars for Galusha. Thoe whole scumdron ste in town and
slept that night in abandencd officers Quartsrs neax the fisld.

The next cay Galushz with fmrr other plangs flow Lo Djombane, the
pursuit Hqs. Baclkus and Suamers tried to find .Jnl?ln fleld but with a
thirty foot ceiling were ul—.-.bl.. vo locate it and flew to Pasirian,

At Djombang, the outfit Found lcifee, and Stalford holding down
grounc jobs and dern glad to be aliva. .icifces =ppeared to be a wee bit
teched in the heid and he and Zender were determined to moke their last
stand around the Heinikens Brevery in Scercbaya.

The follewing day, Eechruary 18th, 2il scven romaining plenes ass—
embled at sslang Fleld, the now homber headiuarters. Col. Eubanks was
in command and Immedistuly sob our nl=ncs loaded with nas and boabs,

i T8 roh 10 sonti T . X
At seans proper vo montion Lt. D1l Colsman and the grost help he
save the outfit in having bemb shaeckels ard adaptors made.. As procurs—

ment officer for tho whole of Juva vaintbklo sgrvice.

On FPebyuary 19th, sll tha ol
to attack the J2n ihvasioh i'lr:c—t wroashing Den Pussar, 3ali. Backus's
plzns and fovr sthew sHi; wure & stments in the ezstirn bordesr of
the figld, Galusha and Sursers hed theirns on the western border.

and swaditine oxders

About 2:00 P, 2all shipe wores warming up owobing take—off when an
air reid sarnine sourdsd. The flve ships on the sastern horder werc nat
back ia rovetments. Howewer, due to 2 mix up on orders, Galusha and Sum-
mers vore ordercd bo btake off an Fly around for en licur to the gouth of
the Tigla. Someons yolled, YItke-off, yoi Arc on your owh'.

i

The pl @ilusha cnlilZd to Summdrs
fihd peled, Vshall we po over ._ i ! £ we can seet!  Summers
knowing full wsll what Oalusha w.=s thinking about amd roplicd, "You'ro
the san with a wife and kid, lob's go.! So—-they hoaded for Bali.

It s lmown that 30 zoros were in the wicinily so Galushz a2nd Sam-
mers tricd to stay just under soms clouds, Iueckily, there were two
layers of otriins clouds at 10,000 fect and the other at 12,000 foekh,
They staywd botween those two l.vyv.rs all the way over.

Thair luwek still kolding, the lower clouds thinned out just over
Bali. Thers, nestliog in the harbor wers two ships, 2 crulser snc 4
traasport,. With fesr iz their acsris ond those same hearts held in oniy
by thoir teeth, the rilote dived on tho two boats. Galusha picked the
transport and Summors the cruissr. Lady Luck still being with them the
mokes shift sizhts wore just chouph off the linme to maks 660 1b. hombs
drop short of the 110 pound enrs. Hoth pilobs rocorded direct hits wmith
116 pounders, bub neear misscs (so thay thou.jh‘.;} wiith the 660 posund jobs

T surpriso was oviduntl completz, 'The Japs had nover seenl any
Ay dive bombers hefore because those tuwo ware the first onss to over
anks & diva in nstunl combvat. Tho lazck of ack-sck fire showed thetb.
The Jan's only hit wme small shrapnel hole in the fuseinde of Gulush's
siln,

The tow planes voturnsd safcly fo Maluns and an anxious Backus, He
adn't boen fooled a minubc as fo the pilot's intentions whenh the two
ships took-offs Hg was roally zorried ahout what Ool. Zuhenks would say.

Homaver, twe hours later the PBY Navr flying hoats rororted that
oth trapsport and céruiser had sunk, Strangeiy cnough the near misses
had been porfect shois for success. By hitting in the water the bombs
peretratod balow the lime of apmer plate bsefore ewploding, thersfore
having n tervifiec buckling affect apd bresking the bullheads of the boabs.
Stourgetr cnoush too, Col BEubanks nuver gob arourd to mentioning thab
e rald had carvied oot without officist seihchion or orgerd.




The bovs were & happy lot that night. They went inte Malang and or-
dered a big dinner at Toko Oen. HNeedless to say Galusha and Summers were
too proud to eat,

The Tollowing meraing Dackus lsd seven ships with 15 excorting Pej0's
under Cel. Spragus to the spme rlacs, Backus had Fersuson and Laundsr for
wing men. (alusha had Tabb aad Hambansh, amers was Lail end Charley.

Upon swproaching the target area i% wag obssrved that bhere were two
ships in ths harbor and four mose steaming invo the hartor. (411 fighting
hoats). Backus crossed over to atbaci the fonr approxehing and Galusha

the twe statiopnary ones. Sumscrs beine urdecidsd Ziddled arcund and fin-

i
1

ally dived on one of the biprest uhives he elaimed he'd cver oceen.
The 16 P-A0's were attocked ab the same tize by 30 Zeros and the dog
fighting that cnsued kepb the Zercs's ofF the L-2)ls.

Tubb ¢idn't pull ocut of his dive and crashed inbto tho witer. He was
the only czsualty from the dive bombers, but it isn't possible thol snyone
could have benn betiter liked or missed more. He was a right muy. .

Lannder nad =n -ell 1lins shot aw .
He wasn't sure as Yo his whereshouts and when b 'isld he was eonfi-
dent’ it vrag a Dubeh sirpert. However, when he stw rising suns painted on
the airplanes he realized bis error. i oir the airport
at Dén Fassar just taken otsr by the Japs. 3 down in the sea,
however about 8 miles horth of the Jups. He and his sunner, Sgt. Lovenichan
walked 58 miles around the west coast of Bull kesping awar Crom the Japs
and just ahead of them, 4% zuch twon the Salincse Purpermeisters would coms
ub Lo grect thom.. Thay were slso given tea and bread. At one pluce
Llaunder asked for beser. lNodding OK the bursermeister shapped out an order.
Thirty murmates Iater a tired dusty native entered with a bobttle of hot besr
unter gach of walkin: the two men finally procured
bicyclos. Hewever, they wore Loth go worn out tanb they couldn't pedal
up the hills: They could only coast down.

After 3 days walking Laundsr nnd Sgt Lovenicken reached s fishorman's
village on north weste. n Bali. There they were given an ocutrigzer canoe
with two nutives to paddle for then. For thiftosn hours theoy paddled
across water ssparating 2214

1 ind Java. QOne ostive baddler wess hohammedan
and kept wailing the heaven to give tusm good wsather. Finally after nen
1y four days of hardshir the men wore pob ashors neer & Duteh outpost.
After convineing the Uuteh officers in charge of thoir identity they wers
viven meney and clothes and sent back to Sos shaya.

L

Five of the soven L-24's reached heme safely. Of the five wers lost

Y
but in turn ghet dowa 15 zaros,

Obscorvation planes that afternoon repovted that of the six ships
bombed, two were definitely sunk. Ono cruiser was seen rulling a eriprizsd
Gestroyer and one destrorer mas seen pulling one erirpled cruiser from the
harhor, Later subs got all thosc fourships as they tugaed along.

Inscection rovealcd Summers ship was no longor fit for combat. Howe
ever, Dack s hud been called as General Urerctons 4id 2ad so Summers in-

herited Backus's old wrock.

There followed threc days of comparative inmetivity. Malang had nine
bembing raids and thrue strvaffins raids. Launder and Persuson drew Duteh
-32 calibre ristols for all ths personnel end during the raids the boys
bad target practice in the front yurd of the house. Ebgl, Larronde and
Stephenson rejoined the outfit at Bangnl, Sumers annexed himsel? a far-
rison cuy from a pilot who no longer nceded it and tricd to gel a shower
withaut having it intcrrupted by the Japs. Galusha caught up on his lost
sleen,

On the nizht of Feb 23, Galushn snd Hambavsh made o moonlic
Seli. Traapce wers unobserved, Thay finnllr Inc:h
Teturn whhom 430 Px, *aiiding aad an 3,050 Fook oows

- J’p‘-



On Feb. 27th word cama throuzh that a Japenese invasion fleet was
60 miles porth off Jave, Galusha, Suwwmers, Ferguson and Hamhaugh prepercd
to take—off, dAewsver, Hombauzh's hydesulic system went bad and he coulin't
take—-off. The cthor thres tcok=off nd headod north.

Sure cnough asoub 60 miles to tne Korth they cneountercd the Allicd
flect engaged with the Japs. Our 7lest consisted of »ix erpissrs and Cive
destrovers hoading sontimost. To the north of them ond headine in the
same direct on was & lima of six eruisers, three destroyirs, and thres
botitloships, Tnmediately te ths north wess si% Jap crnisers ‘JlE}O he ding
southward. S3ill farther north dn o deubls lime were 43 troco skips,
profected by 15 destroyevs. The sum tofaled was 33 Jup f:.g}:t:m.g shiips
and 43 trocp ships

Galushs, aecording to Eummers, displayirg more herves than brains flow
over the wiiele business., He had orders to dive on troop ships ond he was
locking for the biggost cnes. Laber when Sumaers cucstiensd him ss bo the
resscn for roviewine the sheole fleet, Galeshe adzisted that he wos looking
for aa airéraft carricr.

The three ,51'-‘-195 i vad abd knockcd out three trsep = . log
to say ths aci—ack W crrilie.s Iven vhc troor ships hid ack-usch that
would go to 14,000 ﬁ‘m.

5

ATL three shivs returned s4afely. Purmison losh Galusha
ang thon Summors loat his mans., Hojorbs ay b Busme & maps wenh
his mind too. When returning the pilots found ths diileng Ficld deserted
excapt for tue officors gnd the men of thelr own ontfit,. They wocolived
orcers o fiy the remiiding jlanes to Jokiakaric vith other porsonmel
going by crr.

On Bebruary 28th, the ncoxt morning, Sunmsrs Flew Galusha's ship and
L:-.undﬂr {lew Foriwe ‘*w ship over. Gnlusna led the moborsConvoy. Inis
o Ber
AR \.,'_, 14: 3

tho sy, clesrad Bip 2 Bis arstory for Summeprs, He had besn

¥ hiz ship was ﬂ*-'ac" thian lr"_'l.u“n".’sK Upon getbins into
SRS S mvn' Lhat uu: i hind only thrse flignt dnstrunenfs
SR, A_nsl : dr- specd dndieator.

wond s ;.Lﬂ.:.'
Gelusha's ship
romaining; 2 G
Galushs had "ovvci his ,t sontainer eouimmert, his ¢il
teansritaie, snd poossurs : . of wobher eguipment to miake his
plane Iighvor. Sunll wender thot :Lt WoS Tigsors ——

3

FisE

—

On the night of Feb. 28th, 211 tho romaining wen of the cutfit were
svncutted to Brooms, sustralis in IB-30's ang 8-17's. From there they
went o Faorth apd so on arcund the coast of southern Australis, They wery
rezssigned in Helbeirne and sent to the Third Bembardment Oroup in Chartes
Tigers.
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FROM: Squadren Leader B.R. Walker {94), 12 Squadron, R.4.A.F.
10 : The Secretary, 4ir Bourd (D.T.S.) Victorias Barracks, 5.C.1.

DATE: Sth, April, 1942.

ATTACHED REFORT

An cnzine Viright Cyclone K1820-65 was removed from a crushed

ortress B-17D and instulled in Douglas A-24-783 to replace and unsorvice—
alhle. RlB:.O-ﬁB oil binrner by Prlvht,es HiWKING, HERAZY, - ND DAVIDSON of the
U. 3. Air Corps. This engine was installed (.omplete with Hydromatic oir-
screw under very rough ceaditions with practically no tools and an examin-—
ation mude by W/0 Bngineer lio, 12 Sauadron revenled thut an excollent sound
trensfer had been carried out and although certain installztions appearsd
4 triffle rough they wers of adequate strensth and guite serviceablo.

All A-24 pilots were Liransfurred from this vicinity “efore in-
stallation war complete ard wmbhority wes given me bo carry out tests if I
50 desired by znzinger Offdcar, 77th onbardment Groun.

thes wers ecorricd out as per athtacksd roort and sirveralt pohaved
in a very sebisfactory monner although it is considersd thet without the
turboblower the .irscrew is toe heavy and » small Hraromatic of about origi-
nal size would be more disirable ms the nra snd art centrols is made alittle
heavier and gl“E._lt care Las to by cxercissd when tnle_nL and landing not to
lift the tail. The larse airscrsw hus thout 6 inchus slearance in th 1w Tiy—
ing pesition. Eough mements taken from the G.G. to the airscrew which was
considercd about 250 1lbs. heavier and from C.G. to rear locker indieated
that about 120 lhs. of sand ballast would be sufficient to brnlasce. In
practice this was almest correct but the aireraft flew ubout 3 to 4 doproes
on tiie trim teb J_ndlrm_r,nr, nose heavey, through out the tests in level flight.

Speciol commendation must be piven to Privates HafET IMS, HERSEY,
AND DAVIDSOF Yob the excellent work they carricd out through tm;).r own in—
itiative and enthusinsm anc it is recuested that this report be forwarded,
if thought fit, te the U. 3. suthoritiss for perusal.

The aircralt is beins taken to BRISS4NE by Lacut. Schmidt of the
U.S. lir Corps so tant it can be uscfully employed, leaving BATCHELOR 5/4/42.
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elevetor trim seilings. Hes, & Feed- B0 knobs. Alrezsft felf nosc houwy
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J'.'\'(. sy

200 HPH

5. 4fu/he

ASreraft o vvan Aerobatic nind spit best apd purfecsud satisfact-
opily during FL].]_ normal serobabie muoeevers opd 1L TU ansd pioht spins an
Lo sizaburns,

Climb at 35" HG and 2300 RPS anto rich awersged 1500 £f./min, up to
E000 fomt,
Clinb ot 30% 836 ard 2100 PP aubs wich awsrased almost 1000 £t./min-

Time 1.70 nina.
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17TH SCUADRON

The remmenvs of the criginel 17th Bomb Sguadron gathered ir the cffice
of the operations officer st Erderley Field, Brisbene, to reform snother 17th.
It was January 245h. The 9let was ready to go to Jsva. The 16th wes soon to
nove to Lowood and soon tic I7+% gauld be Jeve bound. I had %o organizc
quickly.

Hermar. Lowery sooled ceer fis ol 179n

£ Jur Melss, Scpny Wolier,

L T Ly
Ed Temmsend, Harry langen, Pele Telley, 1.E. Tiilin, and Howic vests end

realized his experienced men were rather few. 3Aubt with hie vgial ef ticieney,
Herman rounded up a number of premising trainess, nemely Gus Kitchens, 4.8
Jackeon, Gezige Fevr and lac McGillivery. 4 lit le foem work with this crew
and the 17tk wes once egein looking pretiy yood,  Simply beeruse the A-24's
they were flyirg 2ed truck tires on-—#ke whools #end friggers on the guns,
armored seats thal restricted combrol etdck mevement to a few inches (thet was
the cause of one seriocus accident) no self sseliing tenks, oil burning engines,
and unrelisble puns, wss no sign they couldn't do a dirty Job, and it looked
like a dirty jo» then. Java wes in danger snd the planes were nceded if tha
Dutch wers o gurvive.

=

Two reeks pzssed, the Sist lef for Jass,; Lowood cleimed the 15th., The
17th worked herd patehing plsnes, ¢oing gunnery, snd dive bombing -

Socn th= Lith wenu Yerth end then Feb 1Tta roiled by, Bveryone was
North bourd by mow end tie L7tk witl. Maj. Duvies wes “o Lring up the lssgb of
the &-247s. 1% ves quite g gathersag of ships, Sveryone painted his neme on
the cowlin: srnd atcespted to male “heir respsctive ship as fit ss possible.
Jou could sec "lTexms Tornede®, "Wiic West®, "Your ol' Uncle Harry", snd whet
not. Yes, if nothing ¢lse the zeny had guts and spirit. Thoy knew whet theis
chances wore egainst a pack of "eri's.

At Jast everyone ves rsady end at 10:00 £M sharp thg 17th vee Jeve bound,
the 40247s elimbing spd furning formebicr oulckly.

£16 go it pas bo Charievilly, tken Clonsury, cnd Daly Vaterss Here they
suddenly hesrc that Wospang, & refucling bess in Timor, wae now in Jap Yende
and the door fo Jave hed been cleesd. The 9lst had goften teru, pert of the
16th was ready to go and the 17tk wes ot Daly Wefeors. A fay pessed when fipal
ly tho order cemu for the 17th %« consolidate with the 16th st Bachalor Migld,
Just oulside of Darwin. On the ZZnd of /¥eb. the two Squadreons joined out-
side of Dorwir aul diz in with {ke Russic to combet %he heat and dust. Davwin
ite2lZ had juat suffered a2 hugh reid.

Mgrzl, dust; heat snd Hgs vedtled im the combined 16th snd 17th. There
¥us a ssries of Hgs in the Darwir Ares and in event of excitement they all
geve veried orders. imfortunely. the 17th proved teo be +he gost for +he
majority of the aguwisions unbil Mejor Devier menared to straighten sffairs.
For a while the 1%th end 17th mecs & run betveen Dely Weters end Betcholor
regularly for some felse slerb. Then thore wes the clessic day when ths A-24!
went out w0 "protect! Darwin fron tha Jap Zsros.

But es Merch moved on, the jng geob used 4o living conditicns whers a can
of cheese wap divine end boer §2 .30 e botile., Pirelly i, Davies, Tlermsn
Lowery, Ed Townsond, and Sonry Kalker wont dewn to Townsville to see if a
merge couldn't be arrsnged with tas 3v¢ Bomb Ou that we hessd hed errived s
undersirength snd vey chort of cuuapmart. The dey passod and finally word
catle for the remeindcr of the 16th and 1745 to po to Towmsyille., "Buckt Lnger:
gathered the crew Theb wae left znd on Mercn 241k we stevted down +o Jolin the

3rd Bomb Gp, Timlin and Farry Vengsn vere lef® in e rloud of dust in Daly
Yaters and lost Buck. !Nol te be wundaunted, they roturned to Daly Waters, got
a map out of a Neticral Geopraplic Fagezine (Meps wers tarribly spovoe) end

made it slene. OQuitu e fvat, Tor reagh descrt ond alueet 700 4iles.

At last the genyg reeched Tovmeville and then to Cherters Towers where
the sighl of many friends in the 3rd homb Gp was most welcome.

...4_6..
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APRIT. 1942

biog% of the 27th gethured at Chertere Towere shord the last dey of Harch
Everyons eostenusibly wes effer = 100 hr inspeciicn on thair sirplene bub bhere
were other plens efcot. Oul of ¢ clesr hiue sky the 27th wre abbachod to the

Jrd Bomb Gp areitirg crdore to be assignsd. The J=d Gp hed ne ships and they
werc even gled to got our old and ricrety Le=34ia.

Gol. Devios was ordercd on ths 2nd of Spril 4o pick en 15 B-25'g from
the Duteh st Brisbene, so ho asnt 39 i} 1t dowa to
Archer Ficid to get somes “wnerous & re pot in=
formed of lhe exchenga -- dopa they nid
most of “he spere perts.
and two of the ships w

5e7

4 men

s argned <= the Do

ok

34 73

i

o,

By the 6th of lpril the 3¢ Go
" sdin, e dlending

gn Lowary Led die £1icht wi

where the Hios
L Devies on his wing. Tt

ant the bombs went

B
[ o
s

Ion == poodntcrsoniion,

thore wes & big sscret

The herjes *oitened 16 a L
Y st gelil for Melhcurns in g

migsion on the

mrry. They wera whore in & super-scorel ernferonce with Conaral
George and gnveral other hich renking offisers. The Golonal pot beait to

Charters Tovors on tle 10bh lerding O Bezsls who had gone to Erisbene for gas
bank instellaticns, The sodret ic out == pexth targets Pols T.0.--0100 gM spri
» GUL Bevics herd ond Medfeo got logt enveut to
. N 2, ¥ :
w0 vaure after cworyons olse, They pot 1he no-ha frow

sorpte fonm 4

3 0 mo o Zolepn prnd cporp

places Put on the 9th of fpril Betean &

chjsetive was changod teo Hindirso. The erewa of the 10 B-25's consisted mostl;
of ex-2¥th pilets whe begwed Yo he 2 ysry of ildg Plipght.

Falohs
i83 Davias Hefifers Hubhazrd
41 Lovery Halker
443 Smith Teliey
L2 Heien Tommsutd
511 wesh
472 ¥engen
455 Sehmicdy Dipnn
FASSS Cunn Bendor

Nove: Hehfoe wae vrasident of the Co~pilote Undon.

Ouai off 2¢ pilcts, fifteen were from the old 27th. The £lipht and staff
essignments were Flight lo. 1 Col Daviss, Flight o2, Lt Strickland, and #lt.
Mo 3, Captsin Luwery. Opsraticns, Captain Lovery, Intelligence and Asst,
Cperations, Lt lNcAfee, Material, Lt Sehmidt, Supply, Lt. Heiss, Houging and
Megsping, It Palker, Armament, Lt Strickland, Communications, Lt. Talley.

April 12, 1942, MNoi 1 T.0. 0630 - Target, Burface craft Cubu Herbor.
Resulic one 7000 ton traneport sunl, resr pioces on the others, 2 sevaplshnes
shot down. Messsage at 1145 from Royce to Devies-- %A liip sircraft carrier at

Jetane at North end of hajol. If no carrier clapateh 6 planes to atteck Mchols
Field" sh MNel

o 2 7.0, 1330 = Terpet, Lir oreft Corrier, Jetare. Repults - ne eerrier Tound.
Bombed Shipping Cobu Harbor agein. Cne 16000 tor transport left listing to left
and down Ly stern from bomb hit &t gtern, smolke frem hurning ducks, werehcusss.
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April 13th. No 3 T.O. 0600 - Target, Cebu (5 ships) and Davao (f ships)
Results - Installations, Pappy Cunns Airport, set on fire at Drvac. Col Davies
shot down a seaplane after Hub got his gun stuck. Cebu heavily bombed.

Hos 4 Te0. 1745 - Target - Davao - Results - Docks blown up - fires in
dock area - one boat sunk.

Total results - 3 transports sunk, 4 damaged, and 3 sesplanes ghot dorm -
docks at Cebu and Devao extencively damaged.

T.C. 0100 - Destination - Dsrwin - ETA Darwin 1000 (Almost).

Parpy Gunn's ges tank blowvn up - He srrived the next day with 2 B-18
tanks instesd.

The results of this flight didn't help the 2%th on Bstszn 0 it probasbly
caused the Japs to invacde lindinsoc sconer than plannsd. But it was a surprize
to br Nip at any rate snd surprize was the safety feetor in the whole opera=
tion. Nine-tenth surprize and one-teath luck.

Col Davies and McAfee went with General Royce to Melbourne, and there
Col Davies was given the DSC for leeding the raid.

On April 20th the 27th lost its first pilot while operating with the 3rd
Bomb. Stephenson and Yeeter flew into Mount Bartle Frere. This wesn't to be
the only loss either for in the months thst followed Herman Lowery, Gus Heiss,
Buck Rogers, Doug Tubb, Dick Biren, Ralph 3chmidt and Ed Townsend vere also
lost. Pete Bender was o seriously injured as tc become incapacitated for
further operations.

The ex-27th 0fficers accuitted themselves bravely tc a men. Their in-
Jjection by the 3rd Cp reised that Groups experience level and also gave them

.

capable offiecers the like of vhieh no other group in Australis had.

Ho officers or enlisted men from the 27th sver forgot be was from the 27th
The work ihey did was done vith the 27th in mind, always. Those of us left

#ere lucky in that they had the finist lesder im ail the U.S. Army. AlL Col.

Davies had to do wes to speak and every man would have given his life for him.
Through all the friale and tribuletions that his men had to endure Col. Davies
was right with them sharing every hardship. He cared for his men in every
thing he did ~- he flew on thiéir missions, he saw to it they got leave to rest,
he went on their parties, he fought to sev that not one of his men was hurt
for an unjust cause, and always he was svailsble to talk to anyone sbout eny-
thing. Col Davies! men respect and love him and for good cause --he lived
with his men.

It was only through the efforts of Ucl Davies that his men from the 27th
made such a fine showing. When it secemed in January, 1942, that nothing could
be done to get the A~24's in service Col Devies so mansged that even the
touzhest Aussie opposition came to heel. In Manils he fought to have the 27th
gent out by boat but was unable to fix it. Col Davies got us B~25's and A-20s
and maintained a continucus strupgle to sce to it that they wers used properly.
His men geve their lives willingly for Col Davies becausc they knew he would
give his life for them. The highest tribute Col Davies' men can give his ig--
WE LOVE HIM.

M/Sgts Wesley and Hewitt form the main body of the enlisted men brought
out of Manila. Wesley is known all over for being the finssgt airplane tech-
nieisn in the Air Forec. JLike wise Hewitt has a fine name in radioc. To
Wesley's honor his Group ommgnder has recommended he be promoted to the rank
of Captain,

The distruction of the 27th Bomb Gp was a terribls loss to the US Air
Force -- one that cen never boc replaced, g1l for "¥Want of en Airplane" ...
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3RD GRGIP = 137H SOUZPRLY

After Loing transferred to the 3rd Pomb Group the Lest of Msrch, the
27tk pilots along with the ¢1d Ird Gioun boye spent “lie first few days of
Lpril femilisrizing themselves with the P-25C vith vhich the Group wus
being cquipped. After bovrcing srcund the skics fer months in the 1-24's
the B=25 felt liko & ball of fire to the fellows for the first fuw hours
until *hey became resccustomed to the exbtra speed end povars

The old 27th men now flying for *he 13th Sgusrdron were Captnin

Lowery, Heiss, Hanjen, Towvnscnd, Telley, Timlir, Palker, and "est. On
&pril Tth, rumor got arourd that e big trip wes in the of fing==-z long
overwater heul. Mo onc knew the deshtinstion---guceses verc Wew Celedonie,
the Philippines, end India. The next day it became a cortainty thet some-
thing wes in the wind, when the 13th ships, along vith some $0th Squadron
ships, tock off for Brisbene to pick up bomb bey tanke snd auxilery nose

tenks. (fter reeching Brisbane it wes decided to uce cnly the borb bey
tanks, end on the morning of fpril 10 all the ships hopped back to Charters
Toers double time. Here the pilots verc piven the dope om the long flipght,
which vas to be a secret micsion epainst terpets in the Jep-held Philippines
3000 miles avamy. Take off time for the first hop, up to Darwin, ves sct
at €100 the ncxt mcrning, final instructions were given to all the pilote,
and cveryone hit the seck for s fuw hiowrs slecp. Up agein beforc midnight,
e lest cup of coffee, erd et 0100 fpril 11th, three B-17's #n’ 11 B-25%s
rorred off into the derincss on the longest and moet daring nission our
Zir Force hed cver plemned. The first light of dewn found the ships circ-
ling the 74P acrodrome et Darvin. & quick breabfast, refuclling Lhe
ships for the long ovorweter hop, then off to Del Monte on the island of
lilndinso, nearly 2000 miles north. Gencral Royec was in tho leading B-17,
Colonel Davies wes lesding the first flight of five B-25"5, ard Ceptain
Lovery wee leacding the second flight of five. Onc of the B-25's wes for-
cad te remain zt Dervin becesuse of 2 bad eut in ore tire. The =ilote-Lynn
Sehmidt cnd Dick Birmn =- msde no effort Lo hide thoir dissypointment +t
boing leit behind.

vep~hcld islands gleng the reube, the
: southorn ceoast of Mindeneo lete in the
eftornoon, The weethir bed been remsrlrbls good thus far, hub over the
islend formidreble b e eomitlus rein eluudg, towering up to 20,000 fect,
brrrod the vay, The formation wee forced 0 spresd (Ut and more or loss
fly independently, bith fureced it's way on around end through the clouds-
one mement glirsing the rugged mountaine below, the next moment en in-
struments in the blirding, driving tropicel rain--one monent flying =
lecse cxtended formetion, the nex? moment isoletid into single :hips gll
on thelr ovn. The formetion wes finally broken up by the westhor erd
¢reh ship found it's own wey into Del Monte. J.R. Smith and Talley lost
the flight first end realizing thet it would scon be derk, decided to let
down below the clouds. They brole out over s harbor and were somevhet
emberrased to recognize the field ten miles to the north es Davac,
strongest Japanese air basc ou Mindanac. Convinced thet the climote
there was unheelthy, they wested ro time in doing a quick 180° verticsl
turn end meking a fast trip beck scross the island on the tree tops.
Natives on the ground, sccustomed to enemy plenes only, sczttered for
the bushes ss they roared dverhesd. Jiust rs the sun was setting, the
ships located Cageyer. snd then the Del Fonte plentstion end field. The
lest ship in - Gus Heiss and Ld Tewmsend, found the ficld after dark,
tyelve hours after leeving Darwin. Captain Lovery took his flipht of Five
ships over te Valencia, = disperssl strip cut out of the jungle forty
mileg ~vay; the othor flight of five, headed by Lt.Stricklend, remained
et Del Monte for the night. Under cover of dsrkness the ships wero dis-
persed, bomb bey tenks vere removed and bombs were loaded. Tho combet
crevg vere bricfod on the davn nission for the next day, end then all
rolled up in blenkets under the plenes for = few hours of much nceded rost.
is the sun cermc up on the morning of [pril 12, Strickland's flight wos
assembling out over the waler for sn sttack on the shipping in Cebu
Herbory Lovery's flight was assembling over Valencia. One flight con-
slsted of "Strick" ernd Fejor Hipps in the leed, Meull end Howic Test,
Smitty and Fete Telley, Pelerson and Horry Hangan, Foltham ard Linng

-
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Capt Lowery's flight had "Suuke" ang Sonny Welker in the leed, GCol. Devies
and McAfee, Gue Heiss and Ed Townsefid, Peppy Gunn end Pete Bender, Tilseon
and Kecter. On ihe way to Cebu City, Strick's AFCE went out and Smith and
Talley, without benefit of maps, led the flight on into the target. Both
flights hit their target, the dock installation vhere left in flames, sev-
eral ships wers sent to the bottom. & Jap float planc recklessly ventured
tco close to the formation and was disintergated by the .50's from 5 lower
turrcts. After five months in the war, the old 27th, although row flying
under the colors of another group, had struck its first blow sgainet the
enemy in the sir. Hany were to follow.

Lowery's flight returned to Valencia, Stricklend's landed at Maramag,
another well concesled strip in the rugped jungle terrain around Del Monte.
The demse jungle at the edges of the strip afforded perfect concealment
from aerial obscrvation for the ships--they were invisige from a fow yards
away. The same dsy the B-25's struck Cebu Harbor again¥and Davao. The
Amcrican officers stationed at lNeremag esgerly gathercd around the pilots
for news of operstions sround Austrelis and in turn rolgted tales of thoir
contsots with the netives of Mindanso. The next day two more missions
were flown by esch flight. Cebu Harbor and Davao were both hit, soversl
more ships rere damszged anc¢ Lhe serodrome st Davac was hesvly bombed.

Anti-aimoraft {ire was hesby on all missicns, but the Jagp consistenly under
sstimated the spucd of the B-25. After the last mission both flights land-
cd st Dol Monte, and under cover of darkncss bomb bay tanks were reinstal-
lcd end the ships were serviesd for the long hop back to Darwin. Up at
tle clubhouse, the 27th Pilots weleomed beck into the fold, two 27th men
wlo hed make Lheir way down frem Batzan bare hours before itis fall,

The faces of Tom Cerrity and Jock Vienert clearly showed the gtrain
of four months on belesguercd Betasn. They could give ne informstion g-
bout thc men of the 27th who remained on Batasn to the last, except that
all the officors were still alive up to the last day and that the cesusl-
ties among the men had boen small.

Take~off timc wes set at 2300, and shortly before midnight ten B-25s,
each overlosded to capacity with officers recently evacuated from Betarn-=
tock off from Del Monte, bored up through ¢ low overcast, and hesded south
toward Darwin, 2000 miles eray in the derknese. The scourge of the tropie
wold men dengue" had smacked Talley squerely between the cyes just Lefure
the lest mission, snd Pote gladly let Jack Vienert teke his place as co-
pilot during most of tht return trip. 411 the ships larded at Batchelor
Ficld, forty miles south of Darwin, after dsylignt the morning of April
14, steying only long encupgh to ges up, and teking off immediately. Might
found them beck in Charters Towers, more then a little weary from neerly
fifty hours of hard flying in four dsys, and zsking for nothing but & bed.

After a fow deys of rast, the group was callcd on to furrish ships for
constant patrol out of Fort Moresby. J.R. Smith end Talley - now rocovercd
fron his baitle with the dengue--took two ships up April 23 and opent the

usual four or five days, running a nine hour recon flight every day over
21l Jep besce from Kavieng in the North to the Deboyne Islands in the soutl
The roeons were long, lonely, and dengercus, but the pilots who flew thom
gained an intimate knowledge of tho entire combat areca vhich was to be
invaluable to them later on.

-50=
Courtesy of the Robert ¢. Ruegg Family



Courtesy of the Robert G. Ruegg Family



Mfy 1, 19‘;-2'
It. Col. J. H, Davies
Deer Sir:

Generel Geurge cdecided ve wuuld stay here which ncercsitetes some
changes. Buck is sick snd the Doctor here serid he sheuld be kept in bed
for several deys regardless of what Buck thinks.

%s heve four ships in commissicn end ceven bombs, 24 adepters. With
cne enpgine we cculd heve six in commission. Ve ere teking the engine from
one of the wrccked ships to fix up one.

4lso we are in dire need of perscnal clcthing, ete, The following
officers end men are here with list of what they need.

Lt. Ruegg Personal Clothes, 8th 85 or
Personal Clothes. Lt. Tromsend.

Lt Wilkens Personal Clothes, See Lt. Heidinger.

It Heloonb Personal Clothes. See Lt. Anderscon.

It Bmerscn Porsonal Clothes. Ses Ii. Doan.

Lt Swertsz Perscnal Clotheas. vee Lt. MeGillivery.
It Fill Persoungl Clothes. 3se Lb. Lerrond.

It Deene Perscnal Glothes. See Lt. Beck.

Sgb Gaydes Personsl Glothes and Tool Fits.
St Thorroek Perscnel Clothes and Tool Eits.
5/Sgt Vince Perconal Clothes and Tecol Kits,
Pvt lcl Lenron Persomel Glothes end Tocl Kitse

Set Sheavrenson lersonal Clothes and Tocl

Cisl. Mongrain Personel Clothes end Tool
Spd LeRogue Personal Tlothes and Teol
Ipl Lericonde Peraonal Clothes and Teol

The following is a list of supplies nceded and anything elss Sgi Wesley
ecan thirk of.

Plugs and plug vencils.

dydraulic fluid.

Beogter Pump lurgent).

Phesl and Wing jeeks, If possible.

Gresss, wheals and guriz.

Tires, front end teail:

Bat teries snd acid.

Engines,; unlinited supply.

Petchea, cleaning rods and brushes (.30 =and .50 cal)

12 rew Curtis Dive Bombers or Brewsters. (Urgent).

Our first mission was't eo much, but we at ieest had ke plersure of
dropping bombs where Japs had recertly been. e expect to do tetter.

Te also need 12 crew chiefz and 8 armorers end lote of mosguite
eradicator, hey're terrifisz,

Resgpeclfully,

BOE RUEGH.
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The remaining eurvivore of the 27th Bomberdment CGroup still in combed
and now members of the 3rd Bomberdment Group ered
Mejor RONLLD D. HUBHARD Distinguishad Servies (ross and
gilver Ster
Captain JALES B. MCIFLE Silyer Star
CAPTATY JeMES R SHITH Silyer Ster

Captein THOM:S P. GEURITY
Captein GUSTAVE M. HEIZS Silyer Ster
Captain RORBERT C. RURGG Digtinguished Service Cross

s =
Captein JULIUS E. SULMERS, JR. Distinguished Flyirg Cross
Captain HARRY L. GLLITSHA Distinguished Flying Cross
Ist L. HENRY J. ROSE Silver Star
Jet Li. LELAFD 4. TALEER... . Distinguished Service Cross
p “u ) Seriocusly Tounded
st Lte JLNES H. BANGAIN Silver Star
ist Lt. TFRANCIS E. TIMLIN  Silver Star
let L. CLIVER C. DOAK Missing in New Guinea for six -eceks
Lst Lt. ROTERT F. HLMB/UGH
1st I+. HOW.ED B. FEST Silver Star

1st Lt. THOMAS P. TLLLEY Digtinguisked Flying Cross
20d Lt GLZXLMDER R, S.LVATOEE

u/Sgt. WILLIAM H. HE'ITT

H/sgt. WILLILM 4. VESLEY

#1though none of them heve =pprosciied me on the subject I
would like to recommend they be repleced and retvrned to the Unived
States.

They are of the very highest type of officers gnd men and
should be returned with the understending that their combet ex-
perience is to be used to train unite in the Inited States to
better further the war effort. The 3rd “ombardment Group cen
continue to operate ss usuel requiring some perscrnel replacements.
T would like to see this heppen before the 27th bascomes compietely
destroyed. Fight of these officers ers fully gualified to commend
medium or light bombardmert proups now. The remainder aro guslified
Squadron Lomnenders. They have been in the thick of it aince hecs-
+ilitics commenced sn it is believed that their velue to their
country, =g & result of their experience, in the capeeity of com-
manders of newly formed uvnits warrents their being returned.

JOEN H. TEVIES,
Colonel, &ir Corps,
Commanding.
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HEADQUARTERS 3D DOMBARDMENT GRCUR
AHHY_' ATR FORCE

Charters I'o*“-rs, L5
15th My 1942.
SUBJECT: Conditions reported which mey rasult in lowering of units morale.

TO : Headquarters North

Area, Towmsville, Q.

General, a Lieutenant of mine came in to see ne thizs morning and
said, "Colonel, we szre being dumped on". Hz had just returnsd Trom Towns-
ville,

Here is his story.

Some of his pals from the South told hia that they are recsivins
continuous per dism of $6.00 per day and by several of them getting a
house togsther they were having a {rc-nd time and piling up the doupt
Tne cflicers con co*zba., dutv hers have $15.00 a month extracted on their
pay vouchsrs for food plus what they pubt in to avmient the fizld ration
with items such as dry cereals, ete. thot are not issued. Ho meuber of
this Group has received any per diem siste last M-zea when the Group Com-
mander had the ‘xuthor‘r_uy Lo write ver diem orders. AL uhe preseunt tim
we will receive.a telephons call orx radiogranm froa Brisbane or Mellourne
stating thet an A<20 or B-¥s is ready for delivery, I:is J;.«_‘.';Ql:, send a
crew to get it resu] tirg in expense bo themselves vhich uvnder the present
set up renuirss st least two months for reimburssment, I #ond tie opder
to Busae Sectaivn FNo,. 2 snich states that in accordiancs with such and such
the following pilots and aerisl engincers will procesd etec., Zvidently
it is necessary then for Bosc Seotien Mo, 2 to wrilte Brist il for orders
to this Gronn riuet cich ietion was necessery. Anvhwr s su fer .o per diem
has arrived. AL Tue jacucil Line I hzve 20 ne,ch nics and 2 officers at
Ezmle Feroam, Prisbops, erccting b- u" amdl faline wwenle to et orders on
them, they are living at their own expense, 17 rrocurf-ﬂcrt. authority cf
the combat member's aoi-is drooping oif would be lsssensd. 1 eliu useuc
the nscessary order, guobe the per diem auvtherity, make oub ths per diem
vouchers and the nearest finance office would pay it.

This retr-our-sannt of regtired expense while traveling under orders
is serious snough to injure their morale but this Liesutenant told me that
First Lieutenunt so and so, who is not on combat duty but a staff officer
on this continuous per diem, who hs says rank him by one class is now
Major and arrived in Australiz f:om the United States, since my first ra-
commendations for promotion wers submitted., After hearing this 4 agreed
with his opening remark, and renlized that it w ¢ my duty to do something
about it.

8inee aApril R21st, less than one month, there have been 22 officers
and men killed in 4action in this Group and two dive bomber crew missing
cver Lae since April 12. Being directly responsible for the morale of
this organigation, which is expeptionally high, I feel it nscessary to
bring the above situaticn to your atiention sjor remedial action befors
it bscomss necess.ry to have to naks any replies os to the probable
falling off of this Croups splendid mornle.

Respectful ly yours,
I remain,
OHN H. DAVIES,

11

1. Colenel, Air Corps,
ommnnding.
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TOP1CS FOR_DISCUSSION

Replacement of fustrelien Sgt-pilots now sssigned to 3rd Pomb with cb-
pilots of fLir Transport Command.

1. 4 teetical unit must heve co-pilots who in one month will be lst
pilote znd in iwo monthe flight lesders. This cen not be done with foreign
co-pilots withoubt the unit becceming & forelpn orgenization.

2. These Australien Sgt-pilcts could npt replace fAmerican co-pilots with=
out disrupting an old ecteblished tretical unit.

3. Thers sre 20 imericen co-pilote in Lir Transport Command in Brisbsne
who these Austrelisn Sgt-pllcis cculd replace.

Instsllation of Bomb Eay tanis in 4-20's.

1, 10 will be equipped with B-~26 s¢lf scaling wing tanks, Now being in-
stelled at LArcher Field. About Key 30th. Will bs = total of 668 gallons
= 400 MR/&.

2. 4 to be eguipped with B=-25 wing tanks. About June 2nd. 700 gelions =
410 M R/L or 1 B-25 tank = 588 gallons with rear bomb bsy free for bombs.

3. B-26 Bomb Bay terks non-s¢lf=sesling sveilable in Melbourne. Onc be-
ing installed in Lsverton and being flown to Cherters Towers. If CK suf-
ficient will be ordered for =211 £-20's without ternwse. Col. Conner knows
sbout this.

Installation of .50 ezl. guns.

1. One completed at Charters Towers (hesvy). One veinp mede at Amberley,
lecks good. If proven OK moumts will be menufeactured in Erisbrne for 211
plancs. One installeticn sbout completed ¢t Charleville, Hope fmberley
job OK so mounts can be made vhich would then allow complete equipping by
sbout June 2nd. This depends ¢n getting the guns. Maj. Bledpett, Ordnance.
Melbourne, forwarding guns to Brisbane.

No. of sirplanes group can Maintsin and operate.

This Group can opersite snd meintzin the fellowing:

Totel
8th Sg and 89th Sguees=eves+:18 4-20"s erch = 36
13th Sq end 90th Sqs-vess:a.:12 B-25"'s each = 24

A=24's to fustralisns.

Supply

Instead of being all out to keep us supplied with everything we need,
supply orgenization meke obvious efforts toc obstruct our getting enything.
For exsmple, one of our officers in Brisbene obtained 5 commerciel racios
which he signed for with Col Devies signature, sznd sddressed them to 3rd
Bomb Gp Charters Towers. The radios were sent by zir frans.ort but on
arrivel the bese took cherge of redics end gave vs 2 and kept

2 cleiming thet the Lir Base liss charge of distribution of all supplics

to this srea. The base algo sent a wire to Brisbane stopping the sending
of any supplics to 3rd Bomb. We had a case similar to the redic case with
300 flashlights sent to us.

North dmeriecan snd Bendix representatives,

Request thet Mr. Parsons of the Bendix corporstion, US{, be sent to 3rd
Bomb Gp to take chsrge of the maintenance of cur power turrets. Have Hr.
Carson and Mr. Fox assigned to this group to teke care of the maintenence



cn B-25's sinec these men ere B=25 Werth fmerienn frcotory representatives.
Dispose of the £-24's.

Promote M/Sgt‘ Wesley to reuk of ¢ Caplzin.

Roguest that the gire dormitory of the Elackhesth collegs, Cherters Towers,
be commandeered for use of 3rd Bomb Gp ss o recrestion puilding snd grounds
for pilots. Dr. McKenzio is the prineipsl in charpe of the schocl here.

Promotions, citations, medals,

Trips South for pilets.



HEADQUARTERS 3D BOMDARDMENT GROUP (1AGHT)
ARMY AIR FORCES
AP0, 22

L Pugmst 1942, ¢

Hesogquerters Alliod fir Forces
North, Eestern (frec,
Townsville, Queensland.

Doar Guneral,

Received rour letter regerding the £-200 todey sne gan azsure
that everything is being done to get s many of thon resdy es suvon g5 pos-
gible. The 89'h Sguedron has been desipneted end informed thet they ave
to go north end have bteen working on their equipment snd treining with
thet in view. The 8th Scuedror hse cleven of their officirs now up north
with the £-24's snd consequently sre so hendiecenped by lzek of personnel
that I heve sttached whet pllots era left to the €9tk loguefron for £-20
treining end participetion in combgt.

vou

]
St

ur
+

{8 8 result of your diecugsicn with me regerding 3 mile I flew up
therc the other Gey eecorting = flight of P~397s. The enpincer informed
me thet it would be reedy in ebout threw wveckd with dispersel strips eng
bays. I have r maintensnce crow sct up thet will be cssential to send to
kocp the eguipment flying. This 1 believe wounld be the most suiteble if
hegsing end messing feedllities ere svellsble. These £-20's ere nob rew
by any merns. They heve been thriugh four maneuvers in the states end
conseguently the melntenence problem ls sente.

Treining proprocsing as fast e equinnent permits. e heve fired st
nipght on our sres target threc sightes in s row until the £-20%as vere ground-
ed yesterdey due to hydrsulie line fallure reoguiring & chenge of &ll plemes.

o

The nose wheel gollapscd on larnding putting thet plene out for severel monuths.

¥ shovld bo resdy with nine any time after tomorrvow night (fugust

Znd) end with luck three more by August Jth. I em snxiocus to heve 21l pilots
fire et night go they cen hit those "Zero'sh on the grovnd et adght. I
believe they con de it. What ve need now is the parschute bomb 1o make &
proper otbacke The 8%%h Syusdron Cippender kncws the linitstions ond cepail-
ities of the 4-20 =nd har hud teecticel cxperisnec in their operation.

f he were given r Usrget 7ou een r- ot sgsured that ho will crrry oub the
necessary instructions to his flight locders to hit it with the best tectics
and a1 the beet tinme unlesg it is & co~ordineted attrck.

1 vould like to go morth prior to their depsriure to mske the necessary
grrangenents for thelr errival and cperstions.
Ceneral, there is one situstion T wouid 1like fto bring before you vhile
I heve the opportunity. £z you know I hed the 27th Pombsrdmernt Group in
thu Philippines at the outbresek of hostilities consisting of 1000 officers
and men. The only survivors of this grous pith the exception of porheps 3
or 4 that Genersl Brerton brought out with hin are the 20 that I brought
cut by order of Genersl Brereton tce saescmble the £-24's in Brisbsne. I
picked epch one of them for their dependsblences end -bility. Since our ar-
rival in dustrelis they have participsted in alwmost cvery air bettle. They
sank surface creft in the Jeva See bettle snd heve boon continuously partici~
prting in the New Guines air operstions. Of the 20 thet left Menila on
December 17, 1941 eight heave been killed or missing in sction since their
arrival in fustralia. Two of thesc officers were Squadron Commanders in the
27th Pombardment Group. The following is = list of them:

Major HERMgN F. LOVERY Distinguished Flying Cross
Wejor FLOYD . ROGERS Distinguished Flying (ross
1st 14.. ER&LVH L.L, SCHMIDY Silver Star

Cept FRLMK FP. BENDER 8ilver Star

Capt. GLENWGCD C. STELHENSON, Purple Hesrt

2nd It DOUGLAS B. TUBR Distinguished Flying Cross
2nd Lt FLVIN C. TOWRSLND Silver Stexr

lgt I+ RICHAS R. DIRMN Distinguiched Flying Cross
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At 1600 on the afternoon of Mymst 22tk, ths 13 A-204s of the S9th
Scuadron broke threngh the threatanineg rain squalls arcund rort moresby
and landed at 7 mile acredrome, Immed iately uron lsndiag, the squadron
wos ordered to drop bomb bay tanks and lead up with bombs for a mission
that nisnt. Ten minubtes lafer this order was recinded and the suuadron
was sent over to the mountain ringed field at % mile, Here the ships
were Yoaded with bomhe and ammuinition in rsadinese for a dawn nission
Lhe next day. "Little Moose" Salvaborc's ship wne lsfh ot 7 mile and
loaded there. Later hes brought it over to 3 mile, but when the heavily
overloaded ship hit the rouch runway the left tire Blew ons, But Salvy
with a steady hand on the threttles held the center of the rubwar ans
gradually brought his limping shilp to a stop witihout Purther damngs.

The dowm mission wus called off, bubt later in the mowning 8 A-20's
took the air to work with the R-26's in an attack on Las. it high noon
the B-26's -.Al‘Out‘hCl their load on the Jap base, and rmf‘om the boms gx-
plosions had disd away the O's, flying on the trestops, fiashed over
“he crest of & ':1111 into si anl before the startled and confused
Jops could mee & Move, swept_across the asrodrome and cemp at 300 miles
per hour gpraying leed iron a1l ei ght gung. Rlanus oy the: ground wWare
riddled and nele-ack gubs moking & vain effert o hit the flying planes
were blasted inte silence. & group of Jap 0Sficers and men, trapped on
a poreh, fled in wild confusion us ous of thne ship's pourad laad
into them. The 2—2013, untouched, raced avay ab zoro al i
Japs had felt tho baptism by fire of the "mew' A-20.

In the mext throe days the "A-20°st d and straffed dap Juugle
troops along the rugred peaks and gorgss of ths (wen Stanler Hanes.

On September 3rd, seven ships took off te attiuck the pack trail be-
tween Mubo snd Alamsua, Twenty miles out from 'Lhe tarszet the flight was
advised by radio that the turget mas closed in by weather but wenbt on
into the tur‘{:ﬁu to soe for Lth mselves. The weather was & bit fopupgh, but
5 snips droppad their bomos in the taweel area, causing the pative cor—
riers pressed into Service by the lip's to take ta the hills. Thz other
twec ships, losiriz the Flisht in the clouvds, didn't Feel 1iks télkine their
bombs home, so Lllr‘ then deross the acrodromeans camp gres &b Salamonds

During the nexd seven days ths »—20's rep seven successful missions
:Lr-clud]_l,m one sixtesn ship sortie againat tho field af Buns dey which luid
the place low. On aepwmbgr 11th the sguadren sulfered i's just loss wonan
a flight pressed home an attsck on Buna Bay in epite of bad weather. Twe
ships ran ecab of gas on the way heme but both pilots landed in the water
-and s8¢ 1 de

On Septenber 12%h the 8%tn again struck duna Bay, with devestubing
effect., Several hundercd porachute frags were lald across the targst
and then six straffing pusses were made across ths tarseb. Soventeen
Jap plapss were cauzht on the ground and destroyad Ly the hail of lend
Tnid down Ly i







ETH STAIRON - WaRCH 30 T0 PRUGENT

Hayeh 31, 1842 the worn ordsrod noyth
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craters on the mupway., Buck @
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sarly morning “reid wis planued. Thtio Squadeon, and sussie Yighter 8¢, fly-
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ile were surposed to return to mainland bud 1 Genywe come by and
decided we could kill mors Jicw o staring at i Sy WG W6 Bheyed.
Ked the caquitces were terrible. Ao alr aid now and chen but the .:3.

were not too accurate. @April Stn, Schwab will hs in eazly temoerrow, with

6 A-24ts Frow Onocters Towers «nd we plon a soed one for the nexs dar. asal
Gth the heis's 2reivsd and we have & brie? with Sr_L/L Jaghuon end get ved
Welve Lo vicy nu- up 8b bis oirdroms ab 11:00 4.M. So oo orc R0 *c: t
circled fer = few minttes zod a0 parsuat. Uoh v dy te go Lack 2rd 1
#hen we snvr <ore biombs drop 2 wils or 30 from drome 40d ook up and saw 1’?
heavy bombers cnd guite a nunber off "OM's overhead so we went oub over ths
ogean unbil things 7uleted down. Ve ianded and srnend the rest of the dag
moving inte thi 3 mils drome at Kila kila and Keki querters: & pretiy reed
get up.

;r'il th, we gob dn esarly starh with 3 5-24'% and € kithshowks, One
24 turned blr:: due to en 2ine trouble tut 8 gov Shere and found lots r:': Hip
hj;,s lined wp, Sem@ ack-dek and 7 fav "Osl in the elr very bpsy with
the 75th E'_l Bueps, lzugine. saw 5 "0's? ip 4 eirele bing mnelau 0

clmnga{: his target and talkes them., Berbs hit then so _f; less zercs te worry
about. A1 the rest hit whera thar s* ould, and looking back over the £ield
gz we left, smike, fire, {lying ¢ 5, and dust pratw well coversd evers
thing., OChudoka came Learviiie ipto férmiabisn with ap “CY on his tall sncoting
him up bat when 213 4 unhcrs ¢k lthu an he eallspasd dnto the
peoan with a gost satisfactory eplash. From thers: Wag No mors
leoge Lo ‘:wt:.nn. fig wanb bach over the mouncé Hank Schwari
didn't pab be Tova 5S¢ hknecked ell zan of
also lostb cne gl lo ;.11” ship, He gol ervadit
end o pround and cveryohs wes ready for aore, L 'L:i,r* wcale.-'.3:r'.'1“'.icun in the RAAF
club ir Nopesho that n.k-\-hu with Sc ) hipinedng down the house with his rend-
itions of any songs sugvested

Ve got to work on our droms, seatiering our ships, digeing foxholes
patehing ap builev noles, and vaitins for the naxs r.Ll.,.;J_D'l..

aprdl 10, 3 ackson falled to retnnr from reécce and his brother Les
Jackson took over the 75th.

april 11th, we started over with 9 A-24'%s and 7 P-i0%'s. Pop Woods
1sading tha 75th. & it cloudy and we onteh the Nips a3l Puggz, first
ao¥n sucs ) Zeres 1'1}.1.\9 gff r:ghb beneath hin, A smuU Yoot de his tar et
and one of tha zores whesls Jrcurx’l aod fastens on his tail, the chlier two
zeros doing tne same Lo mumbzr 2 apd 3 of pur ships being Gus Litchen's and
Lons John Hill., “hen ths first Nip opens Pire on Ruegg, he dumped his bomb
and flaps snl seooty. Jeiinny Ziper comss down dn his Kibtyhawk in = seream-
ing dive ana pute the Hip ri ':-t smick back whero he started from only the MNip

mads a racher ahwrupy landins, gding in nose omu, straight deown, and of
fire., The reat of the ho‘,rq m id thedir bombzs sarelfnlly wseng planss and ack—
ack and bit them. Deun and Angerson eob +al‘:f_f,d with & Zoro out vhen bhey

g0t in Tormabion, *he Blp sccobs one way and vwe for bome, leaving the 75th

3q to Handle the Zeros. Gus Htihens dida't got back. One o the first Dle
mist have gotten him. dnother vory chccun*vl raid, enapsing mick danags ot
Lae atrl firss thot buresd Tor severdl days.
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Continusd —~ 81TH SPUADHON

April 13th, we headed buck; sugpesed to he a tankor at Lae. When we
got ehre, nec tanker so we Look our tiae. Tinealy an ack—ick wpsied up on
us and Ruezy Look that., o more ack-éck alter we sharted domn and no mors
AfA from thet station. Schweb took anctheor &fa station and the rost fook
grounded planss. The ¥5th 5q ren into some “o'''s up ".::Q\-'L 50 Wo hetded
for hom: . The clouds ware hi

gy over the mountains but ws finsily found a
hole at 1L000 and stassered through. A successiul missiorn, getting severd
boubers on the ground and the 75th 2, zot 2 suros. They lost ona pi

thoughi. More roinforcuments, dosselbarth brinsins in several J-24"s

The ¥5th Sq is mnning low oa plaznes 86 We can't 2o ugtil theylre re--
inforced, dJaps raiding protty steadily, ¢very other div or s¢ hut no dum—
age. T5th 3g. zot a fow, sven with only 5 or 6 shigs din and things are
pretiy well und.r crnbrol.

«pril. 17th, Coptain C.4, Baushauer anc sope Y0 mer serive, We ars
gebting setbled. Cur own zooks aanle men tomaintain ships,

april 20th,; General G. H. svett arrived nd had luneh with use: Te mib
the pregsure en blm for fastor dizc-bhombers bt he didnft promise bhem
I'J_k.,ht. AUEY .

wpril Zlst, the nips came over and trizd Lo put out the L35 B Vs but
it juss the murmmy 1o tne Lay. ne Y5hh Sg. pov o

i

ll ‘[Jt.'la
hem and |

s daekson s safe at a 1ittle airficld back in the hills, huegpg's
going aftor him in 3 a=24.

Buenr was sick the noxt day so Schwab wunt insteoad. Weathcr bud and
couldr't zot threouch.

APTATE 25rd: Was T ohi o sy s hedwy rra* Yaid G;n‘ly in the ali., VoAl
Schwab got 3u/L Jucksen back snd an "M (from hsmre?), Jjumped lim as he
qus huzzing 7 mile and he finally gob wmwy ond lunded at 3 mits. S/L
Jagkson had slight wound but says hie had it coming as he hed stowed rear
gun befare Loey hud parlied the ship, UWe hid o sub mission but couldn't
find it. Buek gets in with ua..m, Zeka, and duwtbsupa.  Zeke couldn'h get
his whenls down so broopht if in on it's belly, and w¢ have another p
ship. Hup Jolly lends @ B-28 on airdrome and has Pat Robinson, U.P. ¢
him. & wory buey day and a big colcbration st the club that nicht For
Geloc, Zcke and dymbough,

The 75th 8c. is so low on shinq ti't"" 't"ls;'-' can't sporve sny Lo €5 ort us
work on ogr sl The Lips are tominzs over
i cnl}r g 5-‘“v1uga’7la _--x,w'. to stop lhem. Ik wus zn
zoe 4 opr § Hittyhuwbks go up day after dar against 15 to 20
tem to o standstill, O'1r a..ot rfs ,1:“ machine pguls discour—

Wiz

Aprdil 26th bhe nips cwse ovesr above the 2leuds and ladid a seick risht
through cur disperssl araa, 3 of our ships burnt up, and they were bombed
up so it mukes quite a splash. Ho ons Hurb.

rril 27th S/L JF Jackson londs 5 P-40To ngainst 12 bowbers and 15
2nd nip fiaanly gebs him, 4 very pood, 2apabla leader znd a cood
sw. Sth Sousdrea felt his loss wory Xe -

znly. We have a sub missicn bul

wns 2 doy of raids. Zorog and “ombers over all day. Mo
finm: _-*,e and were gattlne our A-24's patched up. Buzz Hagner arrived
wz have a mission planned. Too late so we wait for tomor—

rori. They arrive 4pril 30th but by the time they're ready, the clouds are
so hizh our a-24's won't so o*.rar ‘r"en so we starsd bhehind, The P-39's

ran into a hornets o 8b over Lac. The next day theyire are not enough
P-%2's in to go so we stay home.

kay kst Pusk Rogbrs, don HEuegy 3
HelGillvary zo over to 7 mile To bm 's back to 3 mils and zeb
t dao gero raid. Kuch elo u.ul; nt and a funny ineident. Two pursiilt
ump inte & latrine up to : phinking it a dive trunch. T
v et the «-34's buek to

Courtesy of the Robert G. Ruegg Family






Continued - 8th Seusdron

Mzy 2nd brought more zzros bubt the cobras toek good cars of them.
B :;c, Bob, and V.a. had an slert for nisht #i-zhbing 1'1.t it was just o stray
Cotaliner wandering bick,

3rd the nips startud south n.th 2 flzat 8¢ we wore vay
ting svers m-.'." in condition to carry a hozb. More raids and less Hins
going homa, fleets getting closer.

V.4, Bobh, Zeks, Galoo and Hambaugh woni over to 75ik for a farewsll
dinier. Very good aflsir and sveryone had plenty to drink, Beb didn't
fet home.

May 6th the MNips are close and welre Wy with 16 dive hombers, Th.e
next day wo have an alert and svacuste oub to sge and wateh a degzficht.

2eras dom; and no lesses. And our nwwy is sccking the Jop cenvoy nle:ntb. 5
Poter Bepder got out of the woods aud ilocks used

Hay Bth standing by from 5 £.15, on. shoubt zoon & 725 sty jgcrs on
one engine and cracits np cubt on Fistermenis reef. Sonny walker, chisss by
a 103 eleur back Lo B, C‘L_Ldn’* get in olther £i.1d, and crashed landed o
the reuf, Oot oll his crew oub hofore it blew up. 2 of tien dea Bob,
Dot , and xleGillivany ook Sonny to L7 mile hospifal.

LY
‘-:h: dup Tlowt is disporscd snd sonll, =nd se Rucwy, Chudels
and some Po40's are £0 go south for & rest. b bf.—,fuI‘Cs
W gct i *,he ""Ts” prrived znd we s;;cm 2 hours in s 2lit Srench dodsing
pallete. L meros oo bhroueh &t our ships lmui up on the rupway and 3

oh auny, with L\_, Jacf._son in the one P-40 still
4 dors shers o lesve Chudobn dnd on to

Fost in bed. On to Tovmswille und then %o

of therr go down, Fi r"w_l_f.
flvable and heasd seuth.

Carris with zood bHaer an
Charbars Towsrs.

5
Gt e
'".'»
9

:.‘Z:-..« 12, Senny, Gus, Tom, Smitly und Tarry lead for Brisbans for B-25%

wad . "O'*‘ The next bwe wouks wore spend firyir: to pot tho nccessary
i’.‘:.LI‘f]; to mat funs and baks oh w2018, Rusre repliced Bappr Gunn or the
s~2C's mainly bocnuse Fappy gete things dene repardless. Delays, lack of
autherity, no mErts, be min, ho suppliss aad othor things.: May 37 we wers
211 oxdcred to Chiirters Tower: for decoritios ' i Gan, Brett and a dor or

20 liter back teo Srishang: Filek the pan ingtslletion By Lb, T.R. 'ID.'h.m. ng
‘n_.. eoring officer ab Amborley vnd start to scck in earnsst. bBuoes gous’
to Melbourns to chock nl‘n% and 3@1-;;,* Lantics. e are tooget 21 ships. 11
the puris aqe ordersd ond & gulck job is exreched. Back to Brishune June .

Avd for 3 menthns troine Lo gel the L4-2U0Te poing, siortage of parts
azain and more planes. de huve 39 final o guns Mrjd f;.m,-ﬂ - omins out
no selenedds, Sclenoclds and no brhiekets, brackets snd no chsrgers, o id s0
on. And T.jn.;. F =Xl bot 4 pinnes reedy ang B pone Hack to Chorters

4 the nert day by Sonny and

~55=
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PCRY WORESRY - FROM Ha¥ 97H

After the departure of CGapt Ruegg snd his flight, the &th Sq settled .
dowm te a normel routine of working cver the rumgining #-24's in an effort
to get them all into combal condition. Very little fly. ng wes dene in the .
next few deys, except for s £y lest flights. Onece or twice headcusrters
requasted them to po out on a misgicvn, but Capt Rogers refused unless pursuit
protection wes provided. Mot being sble to get fhe pursuit cccperstien,
nothing ves done. Finally after another attempt by the Mips to bomb our dis-
persal srem, Buck sent all but five planes beek to Charters Towers cn liey l4th.
Two other pilots besides Ropers, Hclcomb cnd Doan remeined, slso Capt Baumbhauer
and Lt Thompson. ®ewing wery little tc oceupy their time, the men wvere sllowsd
to take one of the tricks and vislt the rubber plentations =nd Roens Fells. &
few men went cut on this litile Lowr.elimost every day.

On Hey 17th Cept Rogers wes sent to 30 mile end to pick up e pilet who
had landed = P-39 there after mixing it with a few Zeros. Thet wmas the begin-
ning of a serieg of tes:l rune from the 12 mile drone to the 30 mile eond back,
with engireering officsr, and mechanies =nd finslly enother pilot, «!l in an
effort to get the P-39 home egain. It provided Doan and Heleombe their only

flying time for the letter part of the month.

On Bay 20th, Czpt Regers was sent, with pursuit cxcort; to lock over the

field at Weu, in preperation fcr the sir transport of {fustrelisn Commendo troops
to that field. Becsuse of bad wenther, Rogers boerme lost. 48 he wes £ly-

ing arcund trying "o logste Wau, he sew e BE-25 cn the ground st e tiny lending
strip in the hiils. His courivsity got the botier of him, £nd he lended to
see who 1t was, also, to find cut where he wes. It turned out te be a 90th Sq.
ship which hed run short on gas end hed mede = forced lending st fdyura. Lfter
trlking with the crew for a few minubes he took off end found Wau, inspected

it and then come home to twrn in his report, Thie report wes soen to become the
ceuse of much trapedy end worry in ithe Squedron. Bay 24th Sunday and 2 phone
call from hesdguarters to teke 3 L024's to fiyurs snd remove some of the crew
of the B-25. So at 8:30 they toock off. iAfter an intensive search, Liyura wad
firslly found and the three ships dove into the walleoy through a hols in the
clouds. It vas at this inopportune time the ithe enpins on Cept Hoger's ship
cut out forcing him te crash lané on a hillside, and besbting him up considerabl

On attempting to land at nainsntes, mear Liyura Doon nosed up in a mud
hoie on the field., Holcomb then went to sdyura and landed. On the next day
Holeomh was kilied in an atteampt to take-off from the smnll field and Hogers
survived, his sccond ncecident in as many dowys with only slicht injuries.
Within a peried of the noxt ssven wecks, plans Finally succeeded and the lost
party was rescued,

In the meantime, the ground crows, left to Baumbguer and Thompson zot
their command, whiled away the nours until erders came'n Juns 3rd, sending
them back to the base at Charters Towers, where they errived Jone 10th.






90TH 5™ U.DRON HISTCRY — 27TH ML

Having been atachsd to the 90th Sgradron; Jirnn, Schmidt and Rose
proceeded with a fervar to the task of cetching up on lost months of good
old G.I. americen cooking, flying a real airplane again and contemplating
the wonderful days ahead when they could retain those nice little explo-
sive gifts which the Nips had so gracefully donated.

Schmidt zot the first call — with Birnn as his copilot. He started
out with nine other B-25's. However, L 4,~luck was frowning and as he
landed in D=r.in on the way to Mindanao, P.I. a tire blew out. Keplace-
ment beins uwnavailable at once the ships departed leaving Schmidt and
Birnn, cussing and unhappy.

But their desirc to get into action was held in check only for an—
other short waek. With the return of the sxjedition to P,I., Schmidt and
Birnn were sent to Port MHorassby for reccnnaissance work. ifter 3 or 4
missions they returned, Schaidt returning aftsr 2 couple of duys rost with
Richapds as co-pilot. Bizm.n refurned with reire as his Co-pdlet, both
doi g reconnaissance work,

On svrad 28th, Low Sehmiubt after photographing Sulinw.a as ordered
decided to rhotograph Lae—it heing so close. Muvii,, accomplished this
he saw a Jur Li-htur preparing to intercept him. Ducking into clouds he
flow for some Fifteen mimutes before coming out spain. Just afbter ne left
the cloud cover hs was atiacksd by a Messerschmidt 109 and his first know-
ledge that he had been followed was his cunner screaming over ithe inter-
phone that both turrets vwers ont while simultaneously tracers flew jast
hoth sides of the cockpit. Schmidt howover so skillfunlly manuevered his
plane that the German (?) never zot ancther burst into him and reburned
to Port Moresby where he found he was so badly shot u. it w.s necessiry to
utilize the emergsncy landing gear deviees znd air brake. Unable to re-
pair the danags there he returned to .ustralia with his whsels down. For
this very nice piece of combut flyinz Schmidt later received tha D.Ea.C.

Moanhile Capt. (now Major) R. D. I;i{\&}.!,‘tg"ﬁinh Hose as co-pllot
started out te Port Moreshy leading five planes., Fete Bender, Barker,
Mauil and ¥. B. Johnson as pilots. The weather wos very bad, the flight
becams sepurated and Bender, Barker, znd Johnson wers forced to land in
the water ubout 100 miles S.E. of ‘ort Moresby. DBerdor's and Johnson crows
surviving in tact, hovever Sarker's crew excopt ofr his top gunner were
instantly killed. Thos men :1l returned «fter five weeks of closc associ-
ation with the natives,-hspory but to a man infected with malaria.

Hubbard «nd aull having rcached Moreshy safely they were ordered to
bomb Lue, H.G, the morning of the 25th of 4pril, Just As tiey were pre-
paring to take off a &ir raid slert was sounded. Major Hubbard unable
to start his engzines ordered laull to procecd to Horn Island. Finally,
after winor maintenance Hub ot his engincs started and took off. Once
air borne he decided thero was little use to earry 3000 pounds of ombs
around simlessly so why not drop as planned. In a clear sky, Hub flow to
Lee and no more b autifvl hombing run has ever been made. With unlimited
visability the bombardier set up his sight some fifty miles out at 12000
feet., Than with sck-acl breaking like firecradkers he layed his six
fegus" equiely on the supply houses and Jupanese Headquarters buildings.
Luckily the constant 3 plane fishter patrol w s ju-t changing. shifts and
Hub prevented 21l but one ships intercertion. This ship however carried
on a runnipg Cigit for 35 minutes and hut for the skillful flying of Hub
would undoubtedly have shot down the B-25. Hubbard was decorated with
the D.5.0. for his flisht, and ench member of his crew recelving the
Silver Star.

Tt was at this time thet the 90th learned the fate of a missing ship
flown by &t. ¢.J. Keeter and scc-piloted by Capt. G.G. Stephenson. The
ship had been flying reconnaissance missions at the sane time as Lt.
Lohmidt svi when returnineg to his base ran into very bad weather and
erashed into = mountuin. Capb. Stephenson had just colac to australia f\T-wom
the Philippinss and the battlesofedava and was on iis first cembat mission.
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As it does to all men on reconnaaissance work treuble came to Llick
Birnn on Anyil 30, Hsturning from lae, N.G. he was intercepted by five
zeros, each intent on ?1;3 extermination. #ild mannercd Dick had other
ideas and by perfectly ccordinating with his guns he succeefled in not
only returning safely te Pert Mopesby but in daatmyrmg two of Lhe five
and starting ot lsast the conversion te Christiamity of the otber 3 Eips.
Sirmn rec =iverd the D.F.G. for this flight and his crew received tho Silver
Ster.

Schmidt havings returned +ith his ship quite perforztsd, Honry Hose
was sent to replusce him, Ordored te reccnnoifor Baurainville Igi=nd the
first duy his ship € some 24 - bours cut of ufcrmby when the rishi ?:x'lgirie'
objected stremously with thrzc loud barks. Siightly revulsed at the idea of
of seiwmming heme PRose started his retur: to ‘lereshy. Bedging through B
thunderstoris he was suddenly surprised ab the beautiful yet ugly s iglbeof
a Japanes¢ sea woing submarine fully surfaced ghout a mils aheed, Without
bombs, probsalylr ae surprised as the Jap lockent on deck, he ptienptod %o

ining a master of cemplete

sink 5 sub yith michine gun firce——his stcecss rog
soeculntion ereapt tozt the answer could enly be aloud HOL

Engine repeircd, the ::1::r_r141,r1t of the 3rd of M¥ay he was vrdersd to fly
across course search with J.R.Spith. Iest alightly hewildered alrency
Hoss-was Tiret firding himself by buzsing Buke passage when a four-angine
flying bost came crusing by. Having identifisd it as & Jap not & .5, lavy
ship Hose procesdod to try to use & B-25 as a P-Shootoer, aalkes ons pass
and then is joined by J. R.Smith. Togother they made puss after pass ac the
Jap, but after 35 mimitcs running fight during which some 3000 rounds were

fired by b the flying bout Ifwmcd air borme and thoy weie ferced due
to lack o s ant somz very larsgc heles in w ship te return to

oresby—-goddor than wisoTe. .

;;ir;‘-_-’-., havine returned to Moreshy with another ship, 2sked to He sent
to & .pou o bis mission for the 4th “eoause his lower turr-:at Wag
out. 0 the mission ha was suc'dcnly started to sce thrie uncharted islicnds

ahond. Which on closer investigntion turned out tie ho the Japs lursest
aireraft cariier and twn very lLiesvy, ho vy eraiscrs. Returning to B M.
he flow over a Subtender, alongside of which fucro werc two subs. Both
erashed divod befors he could strafe ther.

Th: morning of tho fifth, Ross was ordc;r-. 2 towlocabc Shadalo
3 the oositicn of tho carrier Birnn had seen. Then ho wis i
sendine ~ steady sigoad.so than m B-17's :.'.*..ﬂ 4 home on 'uu aug bomb ol
Jap shirs, Thuse orders wire carried oub Lad he remiincd an ihs s
v’imitj for sligh t1ly over dn heur dodging Jdap %Bero fignt
se.k Bactics tin 1“‘"1.1{"’1 tha clouds. Forezd te return to

B-17ts hed nover takon off,

and

gth Gengral Broth visited the ‘51‘( fosb Cp and presentod Gapt.
. Rosc with the Pe 6 2= b, Birom .md. Schmidl v 'vh 0BG,

are mentioned esploiis. abo 5 Jeys later tho 18 lons await
9¢ through ~ eseh to the i-mediate .r;\ high

_\.

Thes: four piletesthen wore conlined +6 perdodic bosbing raids on Lae
Sol .maun, sod Buna Pay, i.G.. Lb.-Siran hoving run up a total of 1y combal
misgions witheut = casuality ia his sireraft—Lady-lyck fromed amin. On
July 5, whils in frisbanc on officis@wpelicl from phe ccn at wene, Oick
was testing an A-20s and Tren undt-mmined eousces-Traghor to his denths

weuks later, ever willing, capable, ”on)cimmr\us,uc midt vas shat
: hesr-Rmn, N.G. Schoidt hadamcsaed the auszing racerd of 25
- 88 pours :f flying =ithout injury te 111& craov in the air
His suppescd douth eane after ha hid velunt: J‘J]"’ ansupsd Lusdership of &
ory hazardous missicn through 2 het heds of pm“sult to bemnb
5

G-ﬁ:g,« Le, B/l o ety

tnrned ©
in flames

fn tho sum

b poeontly e
cembet status ¢ 4

S0 shnt o

1

mission Gapt. ¥.F.(Pute) Bomder, jn
2 long Bat le with walarii, wis



The Texas Rangers
( Texas Tornado )

Courtesy of Lhe Robert 0. Rusgy Faslly

Japanese Sand Man

Courtesy of the Robert 0. Roagg Fanily

Courtesy of the Robert G. Ruegg Family
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broken r porfor

weeks later, taken afain with malaria, with
aerrived in Port Moresby accompanied by his surviving crew

: Thompson, Bender was carried in a littor made
1 rough poles over the impassable trails
friendly natives. Certainly Fete can fee
ck — good and bad. Twice town in G. G. in
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