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13TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (L) *
YOKOTA AIR FORCE BASE
3RD BOMBARDMENT GROUP (L)
APO 328

3 August 1948
SUBJECT: Letter of Tranemittal

I0 * Commanding General P E R
United States Air Force d mEgw 9

This histooy was compiled by 1st Lt. Jerry J, Hunt
with the clerical aid of 5/8gt William F, Shawler. Faets included
in the narrative have been compiled from reports submitted by
Section Heads. Observations not otherwise eredited are based on the
personal kmowledge and opinions of lst I, Jerry J, Hunt,

i

/ Y Jé 'HUNT

NS Bt L&.’ USAF
Squadron Historian.

LBSERTOM

LL =S4 =7

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

13TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (L)

" YOROTA ATR FORCE BASE

3RD BOMBARDMENT GROUP (L)
APO 328

»

UNIT HISTORY

1 July thru the 31st July 1948,

The mission of the 13th Bombardment Squadron (L) continues
to be that of occupational duties in Japan, as well as operstional
training and surveillance. Our objective is to become 1
combat ready, both individually and collectively in all phases in
which the B.26%is considered a combat weapon.

PERSONNEL ¢ -
. Morning report status?
¥ July 31 July
of'ficers............-...-...-..u-u.u 28 18)
Enlistad nen..o.IDt.tl..t."......l.... 107 121

KEY PERSONNEL FOR THE SQUADRON AS FOLLOWS:

Major CeHe Gross....eeeevesssscseenessessCommanding Officer
capt D+Es GOdbGY.--o--oo--o----c.-'ooolcﬁ'djut&nt

capt CoLe uartindale.-.".nuu.uuuooperations of"icer
capt E.E. Jahnko........................Supply of;"icar'

c&pt GoK, Ha:nna.ford.........u.uu..u.krmment Ofi"icer
cnpt R.M. Elam..................--.--.-.Enginearing Oseicer

. 1 sgt Teda uccann.......-.......u.n--uFirst sgrgoant
M sgt LTl Eamarli'.lll‘l......'.l.'l.l. ne chiﬂf
T Sgt E.d. Jackson.-.u-..-..............Ar‘mament chiaf
T 8gt CoBe KoptonieeseseessassssssennssesSupply Sergeant
Sgt M.L. Al‘ﬁiary.................-.---.Operations clﬂrk

* Nomenclature changed to B-26 from the A-28 during the month
of July.
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OPERATIONS SECTION:

During the month of July there has been a sontinual struggle
to get the 20 required flying hours for each of the rated officers,
At the pegimning of the month weather was primarily the kthing that
hindered operations. At the latter mart of July maintenance of
aireraft hindered flying. The 90th Bombardemts Squadron were
given first priority at PIM for maintenance of their aircraft since
they were scheduled for field manuevers. After the 90th planes
left PIM they accepted 9 planes of the 13th for maintenance.

PIM it was discovered that 3 of the airplanes required extra
work on the engines and engine fire walls because of corrision.

Another ineident happened at the air to ground gunnery target
at Mito on 27 July 1948 when the plane lst Lt. Ichemhour was
flying was hit by a stray 50 cal bullet that richocheted off the
target and lmocked a hole in the canopy. This is the second
incident of this nature in the 13th Pombardment Squadron.

The efitre squadron was deeply concerned and shocked when
they heard the news of the deathe of two of the 13th Squadron men.
They were Capt Herman and Sgt Klar. They were killed while
flying on a routine simulated combat mission ? strike on four
Vayy ships Ju The camse of the accident has not been determéned.
Another officer, 1st Lt, Roberts, bombardéer, was also killed in
thie accident., He was attached to the 13th Squadron for flying
purposes from the Hq, 3rd Bombardment group.

The Base Commander has set forth rigid instruction for the three
Bombardment squadrons of the 3rd Bombardment Group coneerning
the traffic pattern to be Plown by the B-26 airplane. The traffic
pattern to be flown is deseribed in a Base Repulation, but a few
giléts have not been comp¥ing with this SOP; therefors, the Base
ommander feels the need for additional emphasis along this phase.
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YOROTA'SELECTS 134n BOMBARBMENT MAN
FOR

SOLDIER OF THE MONTH.

T/5gt Frank Bidikaitis
17/5gt Brenk Bidikaitis of the 13th Bombardment Squadron

was selected by a board of officers this month as Wﬂ;
Setater of the Memth for the entire Yokota Base. ch Squadron

on the bage submitted their recommendation for the soldisr of the
month to this board of officers. As an award for Being the best
soldier of Yokota for Jyly 1948 T/Sgzt Fidikeitis is entitled to
receive the followingid

$10.00 merchandise from the PX
T days rest leave
Letter of commendation from the
Bage Commader at & formal review.

CONGRATULATIONS T/8p4 Bigikmitis it
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WISCELLANEOUS ACTIVITIES:

Two Enlisted Men of the squadron have made applécation
to West Point and are in Yokahama taking exsminations. They
are Sgt Alderdice and FFC Ricks,

Capt Elam and 1 Lt, Ted Smith and Corporal Terry left
on the 4th of Jyly 1948 on = mission to accompeny F-51 aircraft
from Japen to the Fhillipines. Rgports have it that they have
been detained at ltazuke awaiting good weather end maintensnce on
theJP-51 planes. They are expected to return on or about the 3lst
of ulyo

15t Lt, Knowlton, Sgt Plerch and 5/5gt Austin attended a
chemical sbhool at Chitose during the month of Yyly. In the near
Puture it is expected that the squadrons on the field will renew
fkxx their efforts in chemical training, This will mesn bresking
out the old gas mask and probdbly going through the gas chamber.

The Squadron has 10 men attending antisalrcraft school on
base at the present time. The purpose of this school is to prepare

gun crews for umit defense plan. attending this school are as
follows?®

S/Sgt HeCe Swansom Ppe Jeds Frain

Sgt HeP? Byulloek Pro G.LeLittle

Spt A.Ee Maggey Pee J. Fowell

Cp1 L.R. E114s Pre AeCs Schlink

cpl T.R. w°°d Pv't JaHa W‘ilson

A G_neral Base Alert was held 13 July 1948 at 0500 hours.
Thie is the second practice alert held by the base in the past
two monthe. As a whole the slert ran much smoother this last
alert hhan before. This was omused primarily beeause the Unit
5.0.P. had been rewritten and all persomnel of the 13th were
aware of their duties during the slert. The all clemr signal
was sounded mt around noon the same day. In conjumction with
the alert two flying missions were seheduled during the day.
Piotures are incladed in this history of preparation and the
actual second mission.

Enlisted Men who left for the Zone of Interior this
month are as follows?

T/8gt Fred Wood Jr.
8/5gt Tony T, Garbiso
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5. Up to date, this Squadron has flown a total of Five Hundred
fourteen hours and twenty minutes (514120) with Bg2e type aireraft and
twenty seven hours and thirty five minutes (27:35) with the IB.25J
type aircraft. Consumption of more flying time was held up due to
adverse weather conditions.

/s/ H A, By dp,
ol B

1st L'L‘.ﬁ, USAF
Ags't Enpineering Officer

s

. st Lt., UBAF,

|
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13TH BOMBARDWENT SQUADRON (L)
'gRD BOMBARDMENT GROUP (L) ° :
APO 328

AG 314.7 31 July 1948
SUBJECT: Monthly summary of events, Fersonal Bquipment Section.

T0z Higtorical Officer
3rd Bombardment Group (L)
Yolota Adr Force Base
AP0 328

1. In compliance with repgulation 45-1, Yokota Air Force Base,
dtd 22 April 1947, the following sumary of events for the Porsonal
Equipment Section is submitted for the month of July 1548,

2. The Personnal for the Personal Equipment Section for the
month of July was as Pollows?

1st Lt. Tea W, Smith Personal Equipment Officer
Sgt.  William B, Smith Inspector and Clerk

3, There is a critical shortage of 2ack Type Farachutes in
this Squadron. There are no replacements in sight this month as
Bage Supply can mot f£ill our requisition.

4, Inspections of Farachutes, Lite Vests, Eife Bafts, and
First 414 Kits have been made. A1l these inspections are complete
and up to date.

/s/ Ted W, Smith

/x/ TED W. SMITH
1st Lt, USAF
Personal Equipment
Oeicer

TRUE COFY

\
= \ ";l ‘A .
o o) foaie

{ ist Lt,, USAF
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The following pictures with the exception of the Soldier of
the month were talken prior to and durine a mission of rocket firing-
and bombing on the Onahara Shima range on the 13 July 1948, These
plctures werg taken by Sgt Bronson of the Cost Accounting Office here
st T kota. “e was flying with 1 Lt. John Last. The Squedron 1is
gretiful to Sgt Bronson Bor the time and effort spent by him in
affording these pictures for the Unit Hystooy.

Here comes & load of 'Blue Devils" to be loaded for the
mission. Shown in the weaponms carrier 18tto right; 5/5gt
Spry, S/8gt Eritzer, driver, and Sgt Fimmp with back to camera.
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Rocket Loading prior to mission.
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Left to rightt S/5gt Moore, 5/8gt Kritzer, 3/Sgt Smiley,
T/Spt Jackson, S/Sgt Klar, killed in en eircraft crash on 28 July
1948, and Pfo Wiriok.

Left to rirht; Ffe Wirick, g{sgt Eyar, and T/Sgt Jackson.
Person in céckpit unidentified. is airplane was lost in crash on
26 July 1948, 3
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Loading snother aircra®t with rockets ares 5/8
: f H gt Spry,
Pre Wiriok, S/8gt Smiley, S/8et ¥eCreedy, 1 Lt, Hunt, and g,/sgt

King.

Flights of three.
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Low Flight was led by Capt BoBbey

Bombs Awayt!!
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