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9¢TH BOMBARTMANT S: UADHC\I
3RD BOMBARDMENT WING (L)
APO 328

31 Octoeber 1948
SUBJECT: Transmittal ef Unit Histery

TO  : Chief of Staff gﬁ
United States Air Ferce

1. This histery was cempiled by lst ILt. Francis P. Fitzgerald,
with the clerical aid ef S/Sgt. Geerge A. Ceok. Facts in the narrative

have been gathered frem reperts submitted by sectien heads. Obssrvatiens

net etherwise credited are based en the persenal knewlsdge and spiniens
ef 1st It. Francis P. Fitzgerald.

Commanding

et b BN
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9¢TH BOMBARDMENT SCUADRON (L)
3RD BOMBARDMENT WING (L)
APQ 328
31 Octeber 1948
SUBJECT: Unit Histery, 1 threugh 31 Ccteber 1948
The 96th Bembardment Sguadren (1) centinues te be sne of the

three Squadrens cemprising the 3rd Bembardment Greup (L), statiened at
Yeksta Alr Ferce Base, APO 328, Henshu, Japan.

TABLE OF CUNTENTS

. Sectien Te............Persennel
Section ITieieecosse.dajor Activities
Section IIX.......s.s.4ppednix
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SECTION I

PERSONNEL

1. KEY PERSONNEL FOR THE MONTE:

Ma jor Stanley D. Kline Cemmanding Officer
Captain Jereme N. Davis Operatiens Officef
1st It. David A. Jenes Engineering Officer
1st It. Jehn C. Beale Ad jutant

lst It. Marvin J. Greene Supply Officer
¥/sgt. Kemmit A, Hall First Sergeant
M/Sgt. Shelten S. Jehnsen Line Chief

2. TOTAL OFFICER STRENGTH en 31 Octeber was 2B, as cempared with I8
en the 3¢ith of September.

. 3. TOTAL ENLISTED STRENGTH at the end of Octeber was 120, cempared
: vith the tetal eof IU6 at the end .of Septenber.

4. PERSOUNEL GAINS DURING THE MONTH:

lst 1t. Frank J. Kappler
Ist Its Billy G. Turner
1st It. Jehn R. Masen
1st Lt. Rebert P. Bright
1st Lt. Fred R. Cunha
1st Lt. Walter H. Shamen
1st It. Geerge V. Main
2nd It. Richard A. Detsen

5/5gt. Glenn E. Thitleck
Sgt. Richard Denavan
Ffe. Heward D, Carpenter
. Pfc. . Lawrence A. Petsche

5, FPERSONNEL LOSSES DURING THE MONTH:

M/sgt. William R. Regers
T/Sgt. William E, Auburn
T/sgt. Harry M. Medley
S/Sgt. Theedere Widen Jr.
8/Sgt. Glyn Amburgey
Sgt. Dean E. Snider
Sgt. Cledas H. Darnell
Cpl., Cenley E, Ash
Cpl. Phillip D. Kdle
Cpl. Jack W. Lewis
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Sectien I (centinued)
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7.

8.

LEAVES AND FURLOUGHS:

RESTRICTE!

Hajjer Stanley D. Kline..coivanvaeas 10 days
Captain Jehn L. Barber...c.essseses-.10 days
C&]Jtain Herman C. l&i’bchell-u.-..n-ls daﬂ'a
Captain Jack P. Smith....ccciccsenss 10 days
lst Lt. Andrew R, Curtis......s.s...15 days
lst It. Francis P, Fitzgerald....... 10 days

ERSCNNEL ON TDY DURING MONTH

M3 jer Stanley D. Kline....soneua.
Captain Ray C. SharPiscssssccsecsess
Ist Lt. Themas A. Teddsssucrcsonans
lst Lt. Jehn R. MaseNecssassecssans
1st Lt. James He MeTrroweescscssceas
1st Lt. Lawrence Jackson......sssa.
1st It. Geerge R. Berry..cceesesncs
1st Lt. Frank J. Kappler.essesccses
lst Lt. Frank Bullias...eseeevanses
T/5gt. Denald R. Deuning..s.ceese.
S/5gt. Jeseph V. ColhepPPrcosssrense
S/Sztn James E. Chﬂfey-oav-'onnoo-
S/Sgt. Stanley H. Hiatt.esessssses
S/Sgto Clarence K. Blend.ssisssssa
S/Sgt. Stanley J. Kaminski........
S/Sgt. Clerment C, Allten.........

Sgt. Larry M. Rabol....secsee04.

Sgti R.bert KI Iv‘y' LR N

S‘t- Rlym.mi B. Gud‘&n-o--cno--

Sgt. Gesrge A, Cosk. . iveeenssess

Cpl. Herber H. Walker..seevsees.

Pfe, Themas D. PerreW...cecessse

PROMOTIONS AND REDUCTICNS:

8/Sgt. Charles E, Yarbreugh.......
Sgt. James E. Chafey..ceeecevse.
S:to Willie B, IileB.escevsavens
Szt. Basil J. Squire&..nu..-..
Sgt. Buchner H, Walker..ecseoeees
Cpl. [Kenneth L. Carrell.........
Cpl. Larnie H. JeneS.ce osesvsss
Cpl. Rebert H, Mauri..cveceaveeee
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1, THE (RITICAL NOSE STRUT SITUATICN which left the squadren with enly
twe flyable B-26 aircraft during September was cendiderably relieved by the
arrival ef feurteen new struts en the 1lth ef Octeber. Within three days
after their arrival the feurteen greunded aircraft were back in cemmissien
and nermal flying eperatiens were resumed, The tetal ef 566 flying heurs
for the menth enabled better than 95% ef the rated persenns]l te cemplete
60~2 requirements fer Octeber, and at the same time lest last menth.

The emphasis ef ceurse was placed en instrument and night flying,
but a substantial nimber eof skip-bembing and recket firing nissiens were
scheduled fer Mite and Onehara Shima bembing ranges, therby maintaining
cembat preficiency in these particualr activities.

One six-ship fermatien was leaded with 5-inch HVAR's (Reckets) which
weres expended en the Onehara Shima range., This particualr recket has been
suspended frem use fer the last six menths pending Air Ferce investizatien
of premature explesiens. The result eithe investigatien is the suspensien
enly ef let numbers frem which the bad reckets came., All ether let numbers
are released fer further use.

2. ON FRIDAY, THE 22ND OF OCPOBER, the 90th dispatched six airplanes
with cemplete crews te Misawa Alr Ferce Base fer a 7 day peried. MIajer
Kline eur cemmanding efficer, headed the missien. The detachment eperatsd
from Misawa under classifisd erders.

3. ON THURSDAY, THE 28TH, the sguadren participated in a tactical ep-
eratien which invelved practically all flying units ef the 314th Air Divisien.
Each squadren ef the 3rd Bembardment Greup furnishned 9 B-26 aircraft fer
simulatea attacks en targets in seuthern Henshu. The marshalling yards ef
the city ef Hireshima was designated at the S0th's target. Briefing was held
in the 96th OUperatiens building at 0900. The weather was reperted as un-
faverable by the westher effice, with ceilings ranging frem 2000 ft. te 3500
ft. in rain shewers ever the entire area. The pilets expscted the missien te
be scrubbed at the last minute, but 314th A,D., assumed the "I think yeu can
make it" attitude, se the 90th departed with nine B-26's as scheduled. The
route frem base te target was via airways te Nageya....direct frem Naygoya te
Oki Gunte thence direct frem Oki Gunte seuth te the target, The ceilings frem
Naygoya ranged frem 700 ft. te 2000 ft. with rain showers. After turning seuth
teward the target the ceilings ranged frem 1006¢ ft. te zere, with centineus
rain. The fermatien led by Captain Jereme Davis, did a 180 turn and returned
te base via the same reute, witheut reaching the target. The mission was ef 5
heurs and fifteen minutes duratien. WNe sightings were made during the trip.

. The landing time at Yeketa was 1415 heurs.
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Sectien II (centimued)

L. A MINCR TAXI ACCIDENT en the 18th Of Octeber blemished the flying
safety recerd ef the squadren. It eccurred when the parking brakes were
accidentally released while the pilet was eccupied with clesing the canepy
with the engines running. The aircraft relled inte the tail assembly eof
the 3-26 parked in frent ef it en the taxi strip, causing miner damage.

The 9%th has flewn a little better than 9UCC heurs during the past fif-
teen menths witheut a single accident....miner er majer. TWe are thankful
that eur recerd was blemished with a miner rather than a majer.

5. FROM THE ENGINESRING SECTION cemes the infermatien that the Squad-
ren has cempleted abeut 908 of the T.0, cempliances applicable te the F=26
airceraft in this unit. The uncempleted ones are either awaiting the arrival
of cempliance kits er will remain uncempjeted by verbal erder of the Wing
Cemnanding General.

Since lust menth, when the respensibility fer cempliances was shifted
frem centralized maintenance te the squadren, great strides have been made
in cemplying with the applicable T.0.'s.

Feurtsen (14) nacelle fuel cells were recently received by the engine-
ering sectien frem base supply, as part of the pregram te comply with re-
Lining cells with spenge rubber as reguired by T.0. €1-40AJ-11L. After
recelpt of the cells it was feund that their cenditien was se deterierated
that they ceuld net be used in an airplane and require cendemnatien. It was
believed that impreper sterage and lack eof inspectien by supply persennel
was the reasen fer the cenditien. The squadren Tech Inspecter feund that
the cells had net received an efficial imispectien since 1GL4L5.

45 usual tne engineering persennel werked censiderably overtime during
the entire menth in erder te keep the aircraft in cemmissien. The fact that
mest ef the airplances had heen greunded fer ever a menth made the extra work
necessary te keep sil and fuel leaks te a minimus.

1st Lv. David A. Jenes, the presemt engineering efficsr fer the "Pair-
a-dice Squadren" made the remark te this histerical efficer....and it is cen-
sidered te be werthy ef mentien... that the engineering psrsennel seemed te
be geing at their werk during Octeber with a renswed viger thit was geod te
observe. The prebable reasen is that with all the aircraft back in flying
cenditien, due te the receipt of the nese struts, the mechanics are able te
werk en semething that they knew is geing te fly when they finish., The sit-
uatien breught absut by the greunding ef the aircraft fer such a leng peried,
awaiting arrival ef parts threugh supply channels, is definitely detrimental
te the merale of these whe werk en the airplines, net te mentien that ef
these whe fly them.

6. WORD WAS RECEIVED en the 28th of the menth that the 90th weuld again
participate in field manuevers under simulated combat cenditiens. The ten- I
btative depirture date was set as & Wevember 1948. The base Rer eperatiens and
the length of stay is unknewn at this writing.
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Sectien II (centinued)

7. SQUADRON COMMUNICATIONS maintenance at the present tine is being
accemplished by & censelidated Group cemmunicatiens shep. This system
will centinue te functien until such time as the squadrens have set up
their individual sectiens and T.0.&E., equipment new en reguisitien arrives,

One ef the greatest @ifficulties cencerning cemmnicatiens main-
tenance right new is the lack ef IFF equipment and the testing instruments
needed fer the equipment en hand.

B.

8. A DRIVE WAS BEGUN during Octeber en Athletic and Recreational ect-
ivities with the intent ef having svery efficer and airman in the squadren
engaging in seme spert er recreatienal activity. The aim is teward ens
hundred per cent participatien. Cempetitien is grewing between the sguad-
rens, with leagues erganized in feetball, velleyball, and basketball fer
fall and winter seasens. There are alse teams at beth sguadren and base
level in bewling, handball, weights, bexing, phetegraphy, handicrafts, gelf,
skeet, etc, To date appreximately fifty percent ef the 90th persennel are
engaging actively in seme ferm eof recreatien. We leok ferward with cen-
fidence te 100% participatien by the ehd of Nevember.
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