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From PT boat to battlewagon.

That wmust be the way Licutenants
Birge A. Neumann and Albert W.
Smith feel.

These officers recently trans—
ferred to the 90th Squadron from a
P-40 fighter outfit stationed near-
by. Lt Neumann has had 98 missions

TEETE ORGSR

and Lt Smith 78 as pursuit pilots.

( Are Awarded
The Purple Heart

Six awards of the Pufpie Heazt for

wounds received as a result of enemy
action have been accorded members of
the Third, S/Sgt Lionel G. Young, Pre—
viously wounded, was given an Ozk Leaf
Cluster in lieu of a second Purple
Heart.

Winners included laj. Thomas P. Ger—
rity, 13th (former 90th CO), who was
wounded in defense of Nichols Field,
Rizal, P.I., Dec. 9, 1941, and Lt, Ed-
ward D. sSenham, 13th, wounded at Clark
Field, Manila, on the day of Jepan's
sneak attack. DBoth officers have re-
turned to the States.

Others to win the decoration are:
Pfc Everett F. 3eecher and Capt John M,
Hill, 8th; Cpl. Emmor B. Mullenhour,
90th, S/Szt Lionel G. Young and S5gt Da-
vid R. Rogers, 13th Squadron.

KFS (SAN FRAKCISCO) WAR HNEwS SROADCAST
Transcribed by Janoff
S. FACIFIC—150 American sailors,ma-
rooned for week on Jap-held ‘island in
Solomons, rescued. Catalinas raid Nauru
isle, do much dam:ge. All planes safe.

N. Africa--CITY OF ROMNE BOMBED SUN-
DAY NIGHT by Fortresses, Mitchells &and

Merauders from Africa and 3-24s from
iiiddle East. Crews train for weeks for
raid, carry aerial photos marking Holy
City and churches. These labeled: 'lust
on no account be damaged."

Italian troops surrendering by thou-
sands. Only organized resistance is by
Germans. 35,000 prisoners taken—23,000
by Americans. Enna, Catania fall immi-
nent, Uearly half of island in Allied
hands. Three Ittie generals surrender,

LONDON~——Prime Hinister Churchill
last week said "the war 1is going so
well that I am afraid to really say how
well,"

S.I.FACIFIC

Leaps Fr;)m
Moving Plane

PILOT HAS NARROY ESCAPE; GUNNER DOESN'T
JATIT. FOR INSTRUCTIONS

F/0 Ira ‘leidler of the 89th Squad-—
ron had fate deal him the winning hand
the other day.

While on a strike mission his left
engine caught fire causing him to leave
the formation and return to Dobodura
ahead of the rest of the flight. He

(Continued on Page 6)

Lt Pepper to GHQ

GROUP'S FIRST PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER

First Lieutenant Selwyn Pepper,
group public relations officer since
Mar. 14, left iionday for temporary duty
in the public relations office at GHQ
SiPA.

For 10 years prior to joining the
4ir Force Lt Pepper worked as a report-
er on the St. Louis Post Dispatch. His
term of service. with that paper began
during his college years at Washington
University where he majored in English
and political science, receiving his BA
degree in 1935.

An Enlistad man for 16 months, he
attended Officers! Candidate School at
Kiami Beach. While in the Air Force he
has edited three service papers.

Was Third Strike Adviser

Lt Pepper was the first public rela-
tions officer -ANDY ANOPHELES—{
ever assigned
to the Third
Group. #hile
in that posi-
tion he acted
as adviser on
and wrote for
the 3rd Strike
aAn  apt and
prolific writ-
er, his ef-
forts have put
the group a-
mong the most
publicized in
the "American
Air Force in

the Southwest
Pacific.

Mlell, it's a mechanized
war, isn't it?"
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EDTTORIAL-

NON SOLUM ARMIS

This issue merks the thirtieth edi-
tion of your paper; #The Taird Strike."

“fith it we lose, at least temporari-
17, an officer +%o whom the paper owes
much for his untiring efforts in its
behalf, It Selwyn Peppar, group public
relations officer. The high editorial
standards he has set will be relirious-
17 maintained.

“Jé¢ have made, and will continue to
make, an honest effort to promots pride
in the Third, “Spearhsad Group of the
American Air Forcc."

With the co-operation of cvery mem—
ber, this paper can become the fincst
unit publication of its type in the
armed scrvices.ilrcady it has boen pub-
licized in many United States dailies
in articles written by Ceorse Teller,
Pulitzer prize winnsr and correspondent
for the Chicago Daily Hews; Vern Haur=—
land, AP corrcspondert, and in an offi-

cial orgen of the US Special Service
Division of the Tar Department.
Bach mention of the "Strike" calls "

the Third Grour to the reader's mind,
Tais, obviously, can but be beneficial

to individual members as well as the
organization.

Don't, forset, this is YOUR newspaper
and your comments, suggestions, criti-
cisms and contributions are not only
welcome but erc sincerely solicited.

-—~INDEED!

Bill Cunningham, Boston Herald col-

umnist, recently published the follow-

ing statement relating to a former 3rd
Grour membver:

"The island (ffantucket) - -.alsc has
its heroes. There's indrew Jackson
Swain, thrice-Cccorated rcar turrct
gunner of a Flying Fortress that's
becn harmering the Jeps in New
Guinza. Younz Swain is cne of the
ronl old stock. His ancestors used
to go whaling out where now.

he 3

nc is

Hels whaling the Japs all over the
sane vatarsh
‘The Flying Fortess is a fine ship—

perhaps thc best four-engine pursult in

the 4AF. Up until only recéently it has
received more than its sharc of palms,
leaving the mediums and  lights littlc

recornition for their highly successful
axploits.

But there's one thing the B-17 can't
have. That's the record of ndy Swain
in the S7Pi. That belcngs to6 the 90th
Squadron and The Billy liitchells.

Yo was onc of the original Third —
those who have spent 18 months tripping
the Nip in New Cuinca and its cavirons.
7ith them he flew 25 missions wher
Janan had swarms of Zeros and we had no
fighter protection. He accumulated 120
hours of combat flight. For his pert in
the Pismarck Sea battle and during the
Popuan campaign he reecived the Distin-
~uished Service Cross, Silver star and
sdr ¥cdal. Pis 25 missions automatical-
1y qualify him for an Cak Locof Cluster
to the latter award.

and Bill, next time you scc ndy ask

~

him about “hat award for heroisn he is

reported to have won as a_civilian.-—
andy didn't spend his  time ta2lking
about himsolf so we have no way of

knowing the circumstances.

PHYSICAL CCUR.GE
IS NCT BNOUGH

Tducation, whether of black man or
white men, that gives onc physical
courage to stand in front of a cannon
and fails 4o pive him moral courage ©o
stand up in defense of right and just-—
ice, is 2 feilure,--Booker T Jashington

i
”/%cg
- ay:

health )

Colourless lives can be explained as science explains colourless |
objocts. The 1irht which falls upon them is cither wholly absorbed !
or wholly rcjected.—~Hugh Redwood :

A man can fail many times,
zins to blame somcbody elsce—-Buffalo Hews

If we knew as much about mental health as we dq about physical

: an epidemic of hate would be considcred as danzorous ac
epidemic of typhoid.--Dr. David Levy =

but he isn't 2 failure until he be--

ah




ON THE SPORTS FRONT

The Boston Red Sox, who have scnt
Ted Williams, Johnny Pesky, Lou Finney
and Dom DiMaggio into service, claim to
be the biggest contributers to the war
effort in the big leagues; a claim that
is disputed by the Detroit Tigers, who
have lost 22 men to the armed forces.
Among the Tigers to go were Hank Gresn-—
berg, Charlie Gehringer; Barney McCos-
ky, Freddie Hutchinson, Pat Mullin and
Birdie Tebbcts.

* % 3% %

It. Big George Earnshaw, who helped
right hand the Philadelphia Athletics
to pennants in 1929, 130 and !'31, has
been switched from his job at the Jack-
sonville (Fla.) MNaval Base to a plane
carrier,

3 % ¥ ¥ .

Buzz Borries, Navy'!s great back of a
few years ago, downad a Dpair of Zeros
in his first five minutes of flying in
the South Pacific. He's now an instruc-
tor at Pensacola.

MAJOR IEAGUZ

Baseball Results

SATURDAY SECCND GAMES

National League e

New York 8, Philadelphia 7;
burgh 3, st. Louis 2.

Amcrican Leagne 4

Detroit 3, Chicago 0; Washington 3,

Boston 0.
SUNDAY FIRST GAITS

Pitts=~

National League K

Brooklyn 8, Boston 5; New York 10,

Philadelphia 4; St. Louis 7, Pittsburgh
L4; Chicago 3, Cincinnati 1,
American Lzeguc

New York 7, Philadelphia 2; Washing-

“Not-cne to take a bad decision lying
down, is he?"

tex I\
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Carideo to Navy

Frank Carideo, star quarterback on
Knute Rockne's last team and backficld
at the State University of Iowa, has
been ordered to report June 29 at the
Naval Aviation Training Station at
Quonset Point, R. I. Caridco alrcady
has been sworn into the Navy with the
rank of licutenant, junior grade.
ton 9, Boston 2.

{sundey Second Games)

American League: New York 4, Phila-
delphia 3; -Washington 5, Boston Aj
Cleveland 10, St. Louis 7. :

National League: MNew York 3, Phila-
delphia 2; Brooklyn 4, Boston A4 (callcd
in the sixth, Sunday law); St. Louis 6,
Pittsburgh 5. 3

Sports Quiz

By Camp Newspaper Service

Some sporting figures, like Johnny
Vender Keor who once pitched two con-
secutive no-hit ball gamcs, scem pre-=
destined to eaccomplish the unaccomp-
lisheble. Such werc the men who hold
the records listed below. Can you pick
them? If you score 100%--you can write
the next quiz, smartyl

1. In modern baseball, six pitchers
have won 300 or more games. Who won the
most?

( ) Walter Johnson. ( ) Cy Young. ()

Christy Mathewson. ( ) Joe E. Brown.

2. Who holds the Clympic record for
the 100-meter dash?

() Charlie Paddock. {( ) dJcssc Ovens.

( ) mddie Tolan. ( ) Ernic Lombardi.

3. Onl- onc modern fighter has held

throe world titles simultaneously. Who
is he?
( )oene Tunney. ( ) Henry ;irmstrong.

( ) Beau Jack. ( ) Tony Galento.

L. Four big league ball players have
hit four homg runs in one game. WnO Was
the last to pull this stunt?

( ) Chuck Kieiz. ( ) Lou Gehrig. ( )

Babe Ruth. ( ) Connic Mack.

5. Only one race horse has succceded
in winning the top four races for
thrce-year-old thoroughbreds. What was
his name?

() Wairlaway. ( ) Man O'War. () Sir

Barton. ( ) The Black. Stallion.

(Answers on Page 6)
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9t Goes On
Bullding  Spree

By Cpl. idrain Bottge

Building is proceeding in high gear
in the 89%h. Nolse of hammering and saw-
ing £ills the jungle long after tired
G.I.s should have hit their sacks.

Cause of all this activity seems to
be three fold. Some weeks ago it was
announcad that the Pspuan Pored Lumber
Co. would supply lumber for flooring.
Many breathed sighs of relief and sat

back to wait. Tthen it finally became
evident that the sawmill couldn't pos-
ibly turn out enough for all at the

same time--and the rats became more
chummy nightly-—most of the boys decid-
ed they'd better get upstairs--soon!

Consequently, black palm for floor-
ing hes become a dear commodity. Late-
comers found early birds had stripped
the fringes of the jungle of choice
palms and the only way to get suitable
trees was to drag them out from deep in
the woods. -

BOYS TN STATES-

PEMOAN
~!'N¥OTHING TO DO!
By Pvt Lewis Janoff
A headquerters man reczsived a letter
a few days ago from a G. I. in the good
ol! fatherland. It seems that a numboer

of troopers, along with himself, are
unharpy in the service.

Their outfit is stationed in the
Olmstead Hotel, Cleveland, Ohio. They

are woeful because thev can't find any-
thing to do.

We who are happy in the
should +try to iheclp our desron
low troops. We could write a lstter to
the USO but that would be helring them
indireectly, i :

The best thing to do, I ¢
be to start a drive to get
thing' else besides icad
cream, licuor and eckend pa
could even get them into
Hearts club.

In case you didn't know,
Hearts club is run along the
as a mail order catolog.
- It ie irdocd a shame that they have
only two ping pong +*ables, unlimitad
supplics of reccords and books and the
city of Cleveland at their finger tins.

¥We hcar stories of brutallty in oth-

service

a Lonely
same lincs

er nations but didn't think it existcd
in the states.
Any suggestions or contributions

will be gladly acceprted. Just send them
in, along with a label from a can of
dehydrated spuds, to the Third Strike's
Soldisrs Welfare Department.

dent fel-

SONG OF THE P-X MAN

(Forward Base Parody)
By T/Sgt Jean Coulter

io T haven't any chocolate
_The ink you sce¢ is blue,
Yes, the writing papert's »lain,
. And the envelopes——-no glue.
The fruit's all gone—been gone for
dayse.
No change for ten pound notes;
The rats ate all the biscuits,
lio milk——start raisin' goats.

The cordial's orange and lemon,
No lighters, bulbs or flints.
Ko likee can tomato ‘uice?
I just sold out of mints.

I've salmon canned in Tokyo,
Your scrap of '33.

Lifebuoy soap and pure Camay
To keep you odor-free.

T might have towels tomorrow,
Depends on Steak and Tggse

Mo credit giv'n to any ranks,
Not even if he begs.

And so it goes till ten o'clock,
Unless there be a show,

And then I close at 6:00 P.ife
And brother, really blow.

And when I close my eyes at night.

In the damp and sweltering hot,

I pray tomorrow some kind soul,
‘Jill ask for what I've got!!

COMMONCTT'S CRANDCHILD JOINS

NZIW YORK--Phyllis Perry, 20-vear-old
granddaughter of Commodore (liver Hagz-
ard Perrv, has joined tae WiAViIS. Commo-
dore Perry was a hero of War of 1812.

[ “The Wolt” |

"Squeeze--scueeze--squeeze! Don't you
know how 4o saqueeceezc?" (see page 6)

-
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LAFF OF THE WEEK

Boston,—In this staid old city
of beans and breeding, school styles
are important., Consequently one firm
was hurled back in something less
than an -orderly retreat when the
president of the senior class at the
high school wrote a 1letter saying,
"Please send me the prices for caps
and gowns, particularly zoot gowns
if you carry them."

3rd Group Help _
Asked for Natives
CHAPLAIN JAMES MAKES FLEA FOR "FUZZIESM

Every one of us recognized what an
invaluable aid the assistance and good-
will of the native has been, and is, to
us in our efforts here in New Guinea.

Their friendliness and helpful as-
sistance is due in large measure to ef-
forts of missionariess of the various
churches who have labored here for many
years working with the native, building
mission houses, teaching them the prin-
ciples of Christian living, :

Because of the fortune and necessi-
ties of war many of the mission houses
have been damaged or completely de-
stroyed,

There is one way that we can show
our appreciation and partially repay
these "fuzzy-wuzzy angels." ile can con-—
tribute money that will help them re—
build their mission houses when war is
over,

It would be an admirable gesture on
the part of the Third Group if every
one of us would make a liberal, free—
will contrihution toward this effort.

Such funds as are given will be
turned over to the group chaplain who
will transfer them to the missionary
agencies of the churches active in this
area.—Chaplain Joseph W, James,

SECRET WEAPON?

Pvt John Jackson, Camp %hite, Ore.,
bought a lawn mower for his company in
a nearby town, started for camp. In the
next hour he was: Halted by an ilP, ac-
cused of theft, hauled to jail, releas-
ed; halted by two 1Ps, accused of being
AJOL, lent them a nickel to phone po-
lice headquarters, was releascd; ar—
rived at barracks, tripped over mowey
broke leg; was commended by his com—
manding officer for devotion to duty,
resourcefulness, efficiency.

DOVER-FO.ICROFT, ME~(3Y RADIC)——-Pri-
vate funeral services were held July 15
for Sir Harry Oakes, wealthy mining
engineer who was bludgeoned to death in
his Hassau, Bahamas, home last week,

Michelangelos,
Dead-Eye Dicks

EIGHTH DRESSES UP FLANES, BRUSHES UP
Ol MARKSMAKRSHIP

By Cpl Hertl and Sgt Sieswerda

Eighth Squsdron B-25s will soon have
the appearance of flying Christmas
trees.

Each plane, in addition to its reg-
istry number and squadron number, will
have the names of pilot, co-pilot, crew
chief and gunners carefully inscribed
on the fuselage,

The nose section will be decorated
with a recogniticn mark—the squadron's
colors—while under the co-pilot's win-
dow will be the usual pictorial record
of the plane's activities,

However, the biggest addition will
be the foot-high Jap characters with
English translation below. Its meaning
is one the Japs already know all too
well, "Tac Sting of Death,"

* 3 3% 3%
FIRE POWER

“hen 15 localites visited the "Sopu-
ta rifle range" last week to brush up
on their marksmanship, they found in-
fantry men on hand to coach them.

When all rifles had been properly
zeroed, five rounds were fired in each
of the regulation positions, after
which 16 rounds were expended in rapid-
fire manner within a 70-seccnd period.

To date, high score with the ¥l is
held by Szt Pyron, while S/Sgt Fedor-
chak leads the Springfields. Although
bullseyes were numerous and confidence
was gained by all, it is believed that
the participants feel a whole lot hap—
pier having the infantry around, rather
than having to rely upon their own
marksmanship alone,

* % % ¥

The 8th Cquadron nearly had an open~
ing for ancther flight chief the other
day when the balky recon he was pilot—
ing stalled in tie path of a taxiing B-
twobits.

U.S. SERGEANT TELLS OFF
GEIERAL MOKTGOMERY

CAIRO —- Sgt Worden F. Lovell, a
U.S. Aray "shutterbug," was trying to
catch up with some advanced 8th Army
units,

He stopped his jeep to ask direct-
tions of a group of soldiers. Ons of
them asked him why he wanted to know.
Sgt Lovell made it plain he was in a
hurry and had no time to answer
damned foolish questions,

"Jho was that guy?" asked Lovell
of a British soldier riding with him.

"That was General Liontgomery, 're—
plied the Tommy,
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LATE NEWS

PACIFIC—~ A Navy communique Monday
told of a Japanese raid over Guadalca-
nal.Bombs caused minor damage to equip-
ment and buildings and some sasualties
among personnel.This was the first Jap-
anese raid on Quadalcanal area since
June 16,

CAIRO--More than 75 Cairo-based Lib-
erators of 9th Air Force
blasted the port of laples
with over 325,000 pounds
of explosives Saturday and
destroyed at least 22 en-
emy planes over the city.

MOSCOW——On the central
front Russian armies
continued to press
toward Orel Sunday
against stiffening
Nazi resistance which
has slowed but
cannot stop
the great sum-
mer offensive.
In one place
Soviet forces

"WHAT!

have plunged
six to eight
miles deeper
into German
lines around

Orel. The bat-

tle is spreading violently to Caucasus
and Donets froents. ~Berlin admits denc-—
trations. Sovist dispetches say huge
acrial battles continue despite rain.

L E/—\ P 1 Continucd

From Page 1)
succeeded in putting out the fire on
his rcturn. But on letting his landing
gear down over the ficld the engine
again was enveloped in flame.

And with no brekes or flaps to aid
him in landing it looked like the fin-
ish. But the plane hit the runway and
started its run away race. The gunner,
Cpl M. Yenoska, had left the ship as
soon as the wheels touched the ground.

F/O Wecidler, sccing that nothing
could be donec, jumped from the burning
plane only -to fall in linc with the
landing gear of the moving ship. 3

Paralyzed by the shock of the £a11,
F/0 Weidler managed to roll away in the
" nick of time. A firc extinguisher had
fallen from the planc and was run Over
by the landing geer. A moment before
this F/O “jeicler's right lsg had becn
in the same spot.” - =

He later stated that, "When I saw
the wheel pass by and.run over the ex—
tinguisher I nictured. mysclf in its
plocett F/0 Weidler and lis gunner wecre
uninjured. The ship is being repairecd.

THE THIRD
ATTACK IS BACK?Y

MISSION REPORT—

What We're Doing

--FROM G-2

By S/Sgt Edward F. Hines

Farly the moraing of July 18, 13th
Squadron B-25s took off to attack ship-
ping sighted off the south coast of New
Britain: Their target was a
500 - 1,000 ton enemy tanker
(Sugar Charlie).

At 0825/K the B-25s ap-
proached their objective and
immediately prepared for the
kill, making individual "buzz-
bombing" runs, from altitudes
of 50 to 100 feet. N

Two direct hits were scored
on the stern and amidships.

- were near
e misses. Wound=
- ed, "Sugapr®

f1aredup;
split in the middle,
turncd turtle an d
) sank within two min-
\ utese.

That ended t h e
hits for by the time
the planes got into
oosition to make a

sccond masthead atback the vessel had
already started to sink. Two strafing
passes were made over the hulk and our
aircraft, pileted by Licutenants Hil-
liam L. Bersch, John Cunningham and Mac
Norwood, were on their way home leaving
a wake of debris behind them.

A very successful achlevement; 2
chalk - up for the Third Attack score
board on the destruction of enemy ship-
ping. Paotogrzphs of the atteck and
sinking confirm the above story.

ANSWERS TO SPORTS QUIZ

.

b

9

Two more bombs -

.
H

.

1. Denton Tecumseh (Cy)Young, pitch-‘

ing for Boston, St.louis and the Cleve-
land Indians, won 511 big league lgames
in 22 years. Walter Johnson was sccond
with 414, all won for Washingtone. ;

5. Eddic Tolan ran 100 meters 1n
10.3 in 1932 at Los Angelss, top mark
for Olympic competition. :

« Hammeri cnry Armstro once
he1c31 tgc mfcé"%ﬁémgigﬁ, fightwcrilght e.nﬁ
welterweight crowns all at oncce

Lo Chuck Klein, of the Philadelphia

Phillies, was the last man to hit four
home runs in a single gamc. Others. to
Iou Gehrig,

accomplish this feat were
Bobby Lowe and Ed Dclahanty.

5, In 1919, Sir Barton'won the Ken-
tucky Derby, the Preakness, the ‘ithers
Mile and the Belmont Stakes. No other
horse has ever duplicated this feat.



