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Five Officers

Cn Way Home

Five combat pilots of the 3rd Group
have been given the green light and
have taken off for the Stetes in a
cioud of discarded versonal effects and
worries. :

They are: Faj. Y. Ve Yaull, former
12th Squadron C.0. and group operations
c’ficer, Csptains John C. Conn and Wil-
iiora U. Neel, Lieutenants Turner P,

Hessick and ulv_llam J. Lanzley, all cf
the 8%h.

Fotice to leave was short-——but
than ample for these officers who have
been hercically pushing the Japs back
Icr nearly 18 months. Together they
have 254 missions to their credit.

more

CPL JOSEPH H.R-

BLAIS
’ [EANT TONED 1T MASS. PAPIER
In the Lawrence (ifass.) Evening Tri-
bucz of May 14 there eppecred a shtory
abcut the Blais brothewrs of that city,
all nembers of the armed forces.
Cpl. Joseph H.R. Blais, 22,
those brotaers, is a cook in the
{Continued on Page 3)

one of
i3th

CATHOLIC GHAPLAIN HOLDS
M:iLORTAL MASS FOR 3RD DEAD

Jeventy-five men were present Tues-—

day night to hear Chaplain Tobin jood
say nass in memory of 31rd Group de-

ceased personnel. The service was held
in the 8%h o;l*_cer'si mess.
Henceforth, regular messes will be

corcaucted ab Q:45 a.ms. every Sunday,
preceded by confession. Tuesday night
et 6145 confession and mass will be

held and a novena for peace offered.

| ON o—n>

A% latest reports American divisions
were dariving along the north coast oi‘
Sicily more than 20 miles east of Pzl.-

armo. Other forces occupy the ceniral
saction of the island while the British

allies roll

8th Lrmy »Hushes toward stubbornly de-
fended Cabania. (Shaded area is in Al-
Lied hands.)

3 SILVER:L EAF

L auas SQuadmn
CO OP@I” ation

PUTS TEAMACRK .l‘-.DOV‘G II‘")I‘» IDUAL
CITES FPHOTO SECTIONS

GLORY:

- Cpl Byron M. Edgett

On the event of his recenc promoticn
to lieutenant’ colonel, Group Commarder
Donald P, Hall expressed great pleasurs
at the co-operaticn bheing shoun among
squadrons of his command.

"3guadrons are flying together on
missions and operating in complete har-
mony," he remarked. HThis co—ordinabec}
action under leadership of ons. command
is workins cut  surprisingly well and
vesults are eminzntly satisfuctory.

vContrary to expectbations there has
Leen no iction, The only possible
criticism would be that pilots ard

_(Continued on Page L)

URGES SECOND FRIONT

LOI’DO\T——-—Urg._ngs for a second front
in .western Europe wers renewed with
fresh vigor over Moscow radio recently
by . Victorov, authoritative Soviet
commentater. He declared such an attack
now would turn the present Nazi crisis
into ‘tWveritable catastrophe.” In the
plainest talk from loscow since the Si--
cilian invasion, Viectorov asserted that
only joint blows from east and west
can put an end to the hopes of Hitler.”
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Tinito Tor benito

The #resignation® of Benito lMuisso-
lini as premier of Italy and secrebary
¢l the Fascist party is the biggest
navs to come out ot Eurme in many a
(ﬁav.

Mussclini's successor, liarshal Piet-
r¢ Badoglio, has been the dictator?s
enemy for years, though he headed the
conguest of Etliopia. The iittlc king,
Vittorio Bamanusle, now in command of
Ttely!'s armed <forces, has never been
crne  hundred per cent FPascist. He has
been virtvally a priscner under the 22-
ycz'f- ruiz of Benito and his torpedoes,

Perhaps, -because of Nazi guns in
Shsiv backs, the Italian nation will
noy immediately capitulate but certain-
1y co-operatien with the Axis will not
b cnhanced by the new sctup,

'Ol *AT AN
15 INTELI TIGENCT OFFICER

Lt Robert 8. Villiamson, new 90th
Squadron assistant inteclligence offi-
cer, must feel as though he has "hit
the jackpot,!

It Williamson was choscn from this
theater to attend OCS in Austrelia. ‘He
is a2 former member cf ancther Billy
Mitchell group which is stationcd ncar
hevc, While a member of that organize.-
tion he participated in 21 missions and
was a member of a crew that accounted
for two Jap plancs.--Cohen
WACKY SALUTE GIVEN BY 7AAC

Gowo: Field, Ida.--tacky vas the sa-
lute given by a bundle laden WAAC to a
major, He kidded her about the sloppi-
nese or her highball so she thrust the
bundles into his arms, saluted snappily
took the bundles back and glided away.

[ —— s

STRTXE JULY 28, 19143

New /Dub//cny
Officer for 3rd

Lt Richard S. Prcntis has inined
the 3rd as public relations offlcev'.
supcrceding It Pepper, recently transe
fered to GMQ.

Lt Prentis .was an enlisted man be-
fore becoming an officer. As suci he
was a member of the 99th Bomb Group ai
Sioux City, Ia, doing operations work,
He also sorted on the staff of the base
publication; "The Bombardicr!.

He attended clerizal school at Ft;
Logan, Decaver, Colo,, and 0CS ab Miamd
Fla. With otker foriunatecs he s
quartered in onc of the fincst hotels
theres In his time in the Air Force ho
has been stationed at 10 different
bascs,

Hoids Bachclor Dezrce ; 2

His homc is in Detroit, Mich., where
he attended Detroit University School.
After gradustion hé-attended Washinshon
U in St., Louis, Mc,, and the University
of Mfissouri. wherc he réceived a degres.-
Bachclor of Journalism,

hile abbending the latter school he
was a staif member of the Columbia Mis~
sourian, privatcliy - owncd paper cdited
by the student body for the community
as well as the university,

Ncw Guineca holds great intercst for
him and he proposcs +o make as much as
possible of his unusual assignment, The

potentialities of the Third &3#ika ap--
peal to him and he is determined ’ro

tthe best and BEgcd
type this side of th\

helo meke it
newspapcr of its
Golden Gatc."

WIN AIR MEDALS

loutcnants W:lliam H, Hofmeicr Jr.
and Richarcd F. Tobin, 13th Squadron pi-
lots, have bcnn awarded Air Medals for
having participated in morc than 2%
combat missionse.

Lt Hofmeicr 1lived in San Antonio,
Texe, Lt Tobin in Medford, lMass.

GOOD FOR BUSINESS : ‘
Pruspective juiror in a Brooklyn mur-

d c r casc was

osked: "H a Vv e -ANDY ANOPHELES——

Jou  any proeju-

d i cc egainst
capital punish-
ment?t- -

my o,® said
the nrospow.

"fhatis
your businecss?V

"Salesman of
tombstoncs and
nausolcums, "

T h ¢ court:
Juror rclicved,

"j'porfect disguisc, |
Oscar, Give iem hellin!
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THE THIRD-~-

STRIKES ALAIN

By S/Szt Edward F. Hincs :

B--25s of the 13th and 8th Squadrons,
led by C51 Hall, group commander and
Col fjunn, well-xnown in the 3rd Attack
Gweoup end veteran of many sortics
>painet the Japancse in the SWPA, took
off at 000K the morning of July 23 to
beoiy and  strafe buildings and gencral

ar>1 around lalolic,

At a given signal upon approaciing
the target; the aireraft pccled off and
nL-;.c’-": their bombing runs individually.

200 1b demolition bombs were dropped
ron trec~top level with grecat success,
e .native hut was obscrved blown to

cses  and several others had direct
nits scored on them,
* % % 3

A successful bombing and strafing
sion was rccently complcted against
cr axd land targets along the New
Guinca coast arca from Hanische Harbor
2o Weld Bay and over to Capc Bushing,
\Tc Britain, Heavy Jap barge concentra—

Jons  received scverai 500-nounder at—
‘3 awcss, followed by individual strafings
on & coastal villagc.

#iftcen barges werc definitely de=
stroyed in thoe waters off Now Britain,
ar4 15 others prcbably damaged. The Nip
camp arcas near the mouth of the sccond
and third tributarics of the Itnc River
were also well strafed, 2

Capt Oscar L. Wertz and his crew,
It Clenn J. kaddox, co - pilot sk
Charles J., Hanscn, navigator; '4:_1—
tor Jo Kennedy, radio gunncer, and S, Sgt
Jackt Re Keith, turrct gunncr, werc pre-
fumably lost, as their ship was seon
“o crash in the sea ncar Hanische Bay.

(Centinucd

E}; p\} S - Frem Page 1)

Squodron, He came overscas with the 3rd

Cf

i
On
¥i

as a member of an attached ordnaence
outfit, In civil 1ifc hec was a weaver

in a texbile mill,

His other brothers; Roland, 25, Lio-
ncl, 21, and thec baby; Alcide, 18, arc
now overseas but cach one in 2
crit branch of the service.

Roland scrved at Schoficld Barracks,
Hawaii, as an infantrymmn beforc the
war. jhen he again crtered the service;
this time with his National Guard out-
fit, he transferred to the Ficld Artil-
cry. Lioncl was in the Coast Cuard but
transferred to the Navy Commandos. Al-

¢ide is a marinc,

Joscph can cnvision some hot argu-
nments about who won the war when they
arc rounited.

”ho four boys cohstitute the entire

17 u] belicve," Joc said, "ic are
ng our bit,"

32 PP
L SQI-

Much Activity
In13th S u&dron

By Sgt Roland Gulllcc

Qur official informer, 'Foto Joch,
has finally rclcased photographic cvi-
dence of the destruction of a trouble-
some red - roofcd housc at lialolo at
which our outfit took a crack the other
day, “Foto Joc" kecps our combat crows
well informed by his daily displays ab
the Intcllizeonce bricfing room.

Another now addition to our dog fam-
ily is M"iike", a tiny sheep dog brought
back by Lt kackoy.e.sooWetre losing ouxr
cvening ncwscastor for a fortnight as
Lt Howmeyor gocs on lecave this weck,os
Coco~colas were an cxbra treat the oth-
12¢h members through the
soric of our pilots who
brouzht some baci from the mainiand...e
The 13th feels +he loss of Lt Bromage
znd F/O Sturm who were killed in a
crash last weck. The gunners, Sgt Shin-
kJec ancd Cpl I’%uf‘mxm, were roescucde

Native Ilabor is being uscd to con~-
struct = drainage systcm out on the
1line to relicve the flooded conditions
which oxist after a hard rain.....Capt
Minor is to be congratulated on his
promotion from lst Lb...7T/Sgts Wihisics
Taylor and Floyd Reed have rcturned af-
ter being on Detached Service for ncar-
ly threc months,.

Decorated Today

Four 3rd Group officcrs and men lcf't
this morning for advanced basec head-
quarters to be decorated by gencral
command at a public prescntation, e

They are: Lt Edmund lontagano, 89th,
and S/Sgt Victor Ceryance, 90th, who
will be presented Silver Starsy Cept
John F, Taylor, 891;*1, who will rececive
the Distinguished Flying Cross, and Sgt
Robert Berube, Hg, the Purple Heart.

What Do You Think ¢

Beginning this issuc and contin-
uing cach week hercafter if inter-
I st warrants, a question will be
i aslked of the Third Group at largc.

Your eanswers should be bricf

and to the point. They should be
constructive in noture rather than
carping, They must be signed in the
handwriting of the sender.

Suggestions for future questiens
may accorrany letters,

THIS EZX'S QUESTION: MWHAT DO
YOU MOST DESIRE IN YOUR MATL TFROM
HOME? ARE THE LETTERS YOU RECEIVE

cr night for
courtesy of

)

SATISFACTORY? WHAT DO YOU st
WANT TO HEAR?
Choosc onc of the above points

and CXPrcess your Vicws.
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COSFER RATIONING OFF?

Pemoval of coffee from the ration
list is imminent, government officials
saild Friday. No date for lifting of
raticning has been set but they said an
-nnouncement is expected to be made by
he U.PeA. within the next few days.

_J

C" ™

CLASSMATES
REUNITED

Wars are like cyclones...there's no
telling what they will do next.

Take the case of It. R. Stacy Wil-
liams, recently assigned assistant sup-
ply officer in the 13th, and L/5gt Nel-
son P. Nickelson of the 90th,

Glassmates in high school at Arca-
dia, La., their ways parted when they
graduated in 1927. It Williams became a
bank cashier and Nickelson chose the
army as a careers.

Now, 15 vears'later they have again
come together 15,000 miles from home.
Meet By J Acc:dent

Srte N lson was  poking around
other outfits getting ideas for his
squedron ness. In a fighter outfit he
visiied he saw a group of men near the
chow hall and, ~on looking them over,
spied Lt Williams, then a sergeant in
ordnance., The lieutenant s»motted Sgt
Nick at the same time and according to

I\nlck lson what they said ii;, meeting is
Bus :iness, esoeci w_n“e one
,? 515, an S1EScese

110% LSS

was At shotAed a5e heir out-~
flt.s were separated
The next time Wi

gaine
Tams and Nickelson
met they were members of the same or-
ganizavion.

Cr\ ﬁ\lt (Continued

U \J: .L From Page 1)

crews are too eager and, of course,

that doesa't do the Nips any gooc.!
The groud at vresent, he reminded

us, is at greater strength and has nore

Lanes than at any time before in its

i 55017

samiork Ts Goal in Gioup

I Re]

1

Concerning iscognition of individu-
1=

als the colonel cited figures showing

that we have more decorations than the
entire Australian Navr, "Still,® he
added, Moo much stress should not be

placed on individual achievement...7e'd
rather make a winning team than a lot
of individual stars. Excellent work of
ground men and officers is heing talken
into consideration. By that I mean to
include every department without excep-
tion."

i have won one citztion and are
pressing for a second and third. It is
reasonable to expect there will be more
--possibly for the Philippine mission
nd the Bismarck Sea victory. A second
citation will entitle every man in the
group at the time of either deed to
a citation device which he may viear and
treasure for the rest of his life."
ixniains "Attack" Designatior

Col dall e"“lamed why, in his esti-
nation, we are the only sttack group in
the Amcrican Air Force: "Ours is the

onlr organization ithose primary func-

tion is low-level bombing, jumping the
eneiy, harrassing him and cutting him
to zrihbons with our great firepcwer

wherever he aay be found, It would be

unfair to call us anylhing else," he
added,
The colonel menticned in glowing

terms work cf squadron photo sections.
In a personal record of pictures pub-
iished in intelligence swmmaries over a
period of the last six months, he has

found 50 per cent to be of Third Group
origin.
Third Oversess Commander

Col Hall is the third to command the
group since it has been in combst over-
seas. He is one of the top ranking fly-
ers in the organization, a pilot quali-
fied in both A-20 and B-25. le possess-
es the Silver Star with Oak Leaf Clus-
ter and the Distinguished Flying Cross.
Australian headquarters asked that his
name be submitted for a high RAAF deco-
ration. !e is one of two Americans to
be so honored. ; :

His first love is combat, of course,
but he shows keen regerd for problems
of ground personnel and administration.
Everyone, officer or enlisted man, who
comnes in contact with him is impressed
first by his directness and modesty.

Under his command and in view of our
present opportunities there should be
no stopping the Third short of Tokyo.
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