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MAJOR IARVER AND SIX OTHERS
BURIED IN THE MMERICAN CEMETERY

Funeral services werc held in the
American Cemetery Saturday morning. for
Maj. Edward L. Larner and six officers
and men killed with him in the crash
of a medium bomber as they started to
land at an advanced base Friday. An
eighth victim-of the accident was Capt.
John W. White, an intelligence officer
for the iustralian Imperial Forces.

The others were:- Lt. Frederick H.
Ensminger, co-pilot, who was on his
first mission; Lt. John J. Clarke; nav-
igator; S/Sgt. Columbus G. Pelham;ra-
dio operator; S/Sgt. Vernon Moore 5 gund
ner; Sgt. Robert L. Fecitt, crew chief)
and Sgt. Berj Manuelian, crew chief.

The services werc conducted by ChapA
lain James and Chaplain Quest. Four
ranks of officers and men saluted as
each of the seven caskets, covered by
american flags, was carried irom trucks
to the graves, There were 12 pallbear=
ers. At the conclusion of the service,
a scuad fired three volleys, which
echocd through the hills ard valleys
surrounding the cemetery,

(Detailed story on kaj. Larner's
carcer on Page 3). -
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GI's FORM ORCHSSTRA, HOLD JIVE
SESSION T 8%th's CLUB LAKANUKE

By 5gt. Peter P, Flanjak

Several CI's in the 8%th who have
their ovm instruments got together and
with the assistance of a talented pian-
ist, organized themselves into a small
crchestra. They were really hot the
other night at Club Iakanuke.

The audience requested some jive
nurbers, got them and really were put
in the groove. The whole ciub rang with
noise and laughter. ;

SUCCEEDS LT. COL. STRICKLAND;
HOLDS BOTH SILVER STAR AND DFC

Maj. Donald P, Hall has been named
group commander, succeeding Lt. Col.
Robert F. Strickland, who has been
transferred to anocther station after
almost 10 years of service with 3rd
Group. Maj. Hall was assistant group
operations officer,

Cols Strickland, then a First Lieu-
tenant, was in command of 3rd Group
when it came overseas, In March, 1942,
Col. John H. Davies took command. Then
Col. Strickland became C.0. again last
October.

Maj. Hall holds the DFC for comple-
ting 200 hours of operational flights
and the Silver Star for gallantry in
action in New Guinea last September. He
led a large formation of light bombers
in an attack on a heavily-defended enemy
airdrome. He accounted for five of 17
aircraft destroyed on the ground and
aided in destroying two ack-ack posi-
tions. He led many successful attacks in
New Guinea.

He received his commission as Second
Licutenant in the Infantry Reserve in
September, 1934, later transferring to
the Field prtillery. He dropped his
commission in 1939 to enter flying
school and graduated in May, 1940. He"
became a First Lieutenant in November,
1941, a Captain last July and a MKajor
last Sept. 21.

Col. Strickland received the DSC for
extraordinary heroism on the Philippine
Islands mission April 10 to 14, 1942.
He led a flight of bombers on a long
journey from Australia to the Philippines
after which several successful bombing
ttacks were made on enemy transports,
shore installations and troops.

Farewell parties in honor of Col.
IStrickland were held in the enlisted

Capt. Glen W. Clark, our C.0., has
returned from a2 brief leave to resume
his duties, relievinz Capt. Donald E.
Good, temporarily in charge.

The time of the Saint's news broad-
cast over the PA system
frowe 5:15 to 5:45 each evening.
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-on changed

en's club Monday night and in the Fat
ats Club Sunday night. The enlisted ments
arty was a big fish fry. Col. Strickland
hanked the men for the important help
hey had given him. Toasts were drunk to
in. Later he visited 2ll deportments to
ay goodbye.
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Newspaper published every Wednesday
and Saturday by and  for members of the
3rd Bombardment Gp., AP0 929, Lt. Col.
Robert F. Strickland, Group Commander;
Maj. Irvine H. Shearer, Group Intell-
igence Officer. Third Strike receives
Katerial supplied by Camp Newspaper
Service, Jar Department.

Contributors: Cpl. Byron Edgett, Sgt
Peter Flanjak, SgteRoland Guillet, T/5
Albert Lehr, Cpl. ZIdmoend Lewis, Cpi.
Harold Larsen, Cpl.Clifforl Cotter, Sgt
George Hall, "Pappy" Aver, S/Sgbe JeNe
“jammock, Sgt.Rill Swain, T/Sgt.ReDavis.

Adviser: ILt. Selwyn Pepper.
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H Magor Eowaro L. LARNER

4 Tribute By Lt. G.K. HcCoun

"The faint far whisper of forgotten
songs floating over the breeze..Youth..
Strength..Aspirations..Strugzles..Tri-
umphs. «Despairs. JMovements, Vividness..
Radiance..Shadows.Faint bugles sounding
reveille..Far drums beating the long
roll..The crash and thunder of guns..the
rattle of machine guns firing forward..
The still white cross..(Gen. MacArthur's
address to the Unknown Soldier).

The Squadron's estimate of him will
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8TH POINTS WITH PRIDZ TO DZEDS
OF ITS XEN

By S«t, Bill Swain ‘

Wihatever thy hand findeth to do, dol
it with all thy might" fits these 8th
Squadron boys to a "T", They might not,
be as big heroes as Buzz “fazner or
Colin Kelly or the rest, but neverthe-
less they are to us heroes, who did a
damn good job in the earlier stage of
this war game. <

Some of them saw action in P.I.,Java
and New Guineas Life to them was some-
thing which they risked in many ways.

For their deeds they were awarded
the following medals: To Capt. Robert
Ge Oectreicher, for his outstanding
hercism and deeds in-action with the
enenmy over Australiaz, the D.S.C. e
might also add for his marksmanship,
one certain ¥/E and one probable later
confirmed, He was recently promoted to
the rank of Captaina

The boys who were decorated with Silj
ver Stars: S/Sgts.Stevens, Simpson,
Lennon, “jorden, Bryning, Thornock, Kidd
and also T/Sgt. Larronde. These boys
received their rewards for their work
as gunners against the enemy in those
dear old A-ZL's when thay took themle
of the skies over New Cuinea" from the
Japs. ;

To T/5Sgt farrington, Scts. DeRosa
and Clowing, for entering a wrecked B25
and unlczding the bombs when the fuses
wer=> set so that a slight jar would
gend all three of these boys to their
Maker., Also awards went to Sgb. Hels
White and Sgbs. Cunn and Hines for ent-
ering a burning B25 and saving one life
and tearing the 1s from the plane
to save the lives ¢

the near vicinity.
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Shells were explod
ing from the heat inside the plane. For
these deeds these men raceived the
Soldierts Medal,

These are our ! eroess
an examsie for the rust of us to foll

They have seb

no* be founded upon any one mission or
battle. The time may come when the mem-
ory of the skies of the Bismarck Sea
and New Guinea shall be dimmed by the
darkness of revolving yearse.

But even then the enduring strength,
the patriotic self-denial, and the un-
,-surpassed combat ability of this Ameri-
can soldier will always stand forth in
undimred” radiance—in his youth and
strength, his love and loyalty to duty,
he gave all that mortality can give:
The supreme sacrifice.

He needs no culogy. He has written
his own history for the 3rd Bombardment
Group, and for his country, and has
written it in the breasts of his enemy.
But when I think of his acquiesence °
under opposition, of his courage and
coolness under fire, and his modesty in
success, I am filled with emotion.

Yes, he belongs to history and he
belongs to future generations. But by
his glory, by his courage, and by his
achievements, he belongs to the 90th
L.Squadron.

-
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HIT TUNZES OF THE TEEK

I've Heard That Song Before.

As Time Goes By.

That Old Black Magic.
Don't Get Around luch Anymore.
Brazil.

Yould Be So iice To Come iome To.
7+ Would It Be Yronge

» For Me and Ky Gal.
9. There's A Harbor of Dreamboatse.
10, Taking A Chance on Love.

1.
24
3
5.
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WINS ANN SHERIDAN'S SWEATIR

Toronto—Leading Aivcraftsnan
J«Ces Baxter cf Toronto, prescnted with
a sweater worn by film actress Ann
sheridan for leading his class at a
Royal Canadian Air Force Air obser-
verst school said: “Gosh, I hone this
fits my wife."




PAGED _

/‘Zu'. [ﬂRNEP. —F&:RELESTS

!Enaﬁ; Cencn Flror

. Maj. Fdward L., Larner, killed 2n
an accidsnt Iriday, was cne of the
outistanding combat pilcts of the Army:
Air Foress. Both Gen. Henry H. Arnold
commander of U.S. air forces, and It,.
Gene Gecrge C. Kenney, conmarder of
Allied Air Forces in the Southwest Pa-
ciric, had singled him out for high
praisc.

Addressing a graduat class at
Randolph Field a few morﬁ ago,Gen,
Arnold said of Maj. Larner, #That pi-
lot, never heard the word 'quit.!®

Barrel-chested, cockyr Maj. Iarner
personelly led his squadron on every
mission. He tore into enemy anti-air-
craft positions fsarlessly. On ons
occasion his plane was holed after
dropping freg banbs. Spotting a con-
centration cf Jap troops, he flew back]
got another plane and returned to the
scene to strafe scores of Japs.

He wore a "beat-up" service cap
pushed back on his head. His shirt
invariably wes nnbuttened almost to
his waist. He was easy to talk to, the
kil of leader who set an example for
his squadron and the whole group. Hs
had ¥ittle patience with crew mambers
wiho asked to be relieved of combat -
duty,

SANK CRUISER AND TRANS{RT

In the recent Battle of the Bis-
marck Sea, Maj. Larner was credited
with sinking a Jap cruiser and a trans
port, For that accomplishment, he
was rezcamcnded for the Distinguished
Service Crosss He led a flight of
Mitchells in an attack on the convoy,
which at that moment consisted of two
cruisers, six destroyers and 12 cargo
vessels and transports. The transport
sank immsdiabely after it was hit by
¥a2i. Larner and the cruiser sank in 20
mioutes. The entire Jap comvoy of 22
shins was wiped out.

As he dived on the concentration of
ships, ¥aj. Larner noticed that other
borbers in his flight were aiming for
the same target. MGet the hell off my
targest," he shouted over the radio,
“pet your own ships; this one's mineJ"

¥aj. Iarner, then a Captain, re—
ceived the Silver star for gallantry

in acktion Nov. 10, 1942, He was the pi-

1ot of a light btember at that time,
The citation related that after
dropping parachnte frag bembs fran a
rory low altitule on two ack-ack posi--
tions, a heavy burst of anti-ajreraft
fire caused the tail section of the

GAVE PLANE WiF3'S P3T NAME

¥aj. Larner gave his wife!s pet

name, Spook, to his plane., His wife
and two daughters live in Roswsll,

N.M. His home was in San Francisco.

trol was rcecovered, Despite damage to
the plane, Capt. Larner retwrned to the
attack, making a strafing pes abt the
cnomy's position. His skill, covrage
and determinmation to press the attack
against the encmy despite such odds
were in accord with the fimest tradi-
tions cf the Air Corps, the citation
said,
256 YEARS CLD

He was also recommended for the
Cak Teaf cluster for a sinilar attack
on ancother cnemy ack-ack position.

Sircc Cciober, 1942, when he joined
3rd Group, he had been on 39 missions,
Ho was 26 yoers old. :
An Army pilct for four years, he
held a commission in the cavalry reserve
before being sent to flying school. -
He received his training at Glsndale,
Cal., and at Kelly Field and Randolph,
Before entering the service, he atten-
ded Now Mexico Militery Irstitute at
Roswell in 1938 and the University of
New Mexico for a brief,perivd. He
played football there.

Lt. Clarke, who had been on more
than 25 missions, was rccommended for
the DFC for his part in the R’ smarck
Sea Lattle. He was squadron navigator
and mecs officer. Before entering the
service, he was a priority coprdinator
for the Metallizing Engineering Co.,
Iong Island, N.Y. He was trained at the
advanced navigation school at Turner
Field, Albany; Ga: ile was 27.

Sgh. Moore, 2L, had been on
seven missions as an upper gunner.

Sgte TFecitt, recently promoted from Cor—
poral, was a shipping clerk before he
entered the Army. He was trained by

the Army at the Casey Jones jeronautics
Schocl in New Jersey. He was 23.

-

PEARSON MENTIONED Clf RADIO SHGY

On an interaational broadcast, the -
"Hi, Neighbor! show from San Francisco,
the name of YWarrant Cfficer Joc G.
Pearscn of the €9th was meationed sev-

plane to become porpendicular with the ch&l times recently. ligarso:'.'s relatives

ground. The plane sheared off tree top
for a considerable distanceu_foe.i.‘ore con-

and fricnds in Shreve: port, L2., wrote
that they had heard the broadeast and

gent him greetings,
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SG—T. SCHEEER SC,OL.DS
F URNITURE / %NUF.‘]CT{REI?S

Recently there appeared in Third
Strile an item in which it wrs stated
that, a group of convening fucniture
mantlacturers anticirated a huge poot-
war Genand for giangle beds due to the
fact that soldlers would be Yuged to
sleeping alons. "

Thie gn incensed the guthor that he
had an vncontrolleble urge to strike
gomething. The first thing to strile
his eye was a trpewrliter; he attacked
with a terrible ferocity. Here is the
results

lien, I honor your sincerity

And coubt not your intention

Bub tell me, were you all on dope
At your letely held convention?

VWias it coke or marijuars?

That eceused you guys to say
Tha% a soldier likes to snlo
When esch night he hits the bay.

We'll edmit that we don't get much
Eul spare us ths humlliity

O¢ the sligbtest implicatien

That we'lve load our proud virility.

¥hy, man, therse are those among us
¥ao have nothing eloe ia mind

Thzn to test cubt tholr endirange
Ca the first cuhe blonde they £ind.

Welre used to crowding in a plane
ind craraing in a jeop,

Eut 2 bed!'s a different matter=-
4nd we DON'® go there to gleep.

So, buddy, teke this good advice
2rd tell your Cerporation

That a soldier likes a lot of room
For en offensive overatiom,

===50T. W.M. SCGHERER

89th WALILPS STATION HOSPITALy
13-0, IN SCPTE.LLL LEAGUD GANE
e A
By Sgte Ceorge J. Hall
The &%th aofd¢hall team, malking 1ts
debus in the New Guinea Icagnue, bathed
its wey to a coonvineing win over ths

a doepital tesn Sundsy. Beca
! 3 ended in

o
o

+he
uie

£ fourth ianing,
the o 13-0 in favcr of ths
%40

Teatiwres of the game were two home
rums by Al Fereman, three tw -baggers
by buke Ellerboc. Iefiy Boduar also
centyibuted Shree bits. Cotton Soren~
gon allowed ornly cne hit.

"SGT. YORE™ BAIRD CUTSHOOTS
MRHISKI™ TAYLCR IN BIG MATGH

By Szte. Roland Guillet

Against the pisturesque setting of
majestic hills that rise like glant
sentinels guarding the countryside, the
ghooting maich of the century took
place Saturday morning between 1/Szt.
(Sat. York) Daird end T/Sgb. (Waisly)
Taylor of the 13th Squadron.

The range was 225 yarda, the target
18 by 24 inches with a buil's ove of
8 inches. Shooting was dome fro the
gbtanding, sitting and precne positicns,
cash coctestant shooting five rounds
from each position,

Balrd was rroclaimed champ when he
won in a walkaway by choollng 12 bullg!
eyea out of 15, %o 6 for Taeyler, and
he srored 42 points out of 45 to
Taylerts 28,

‘"here was much weeping end gnashing
of teeth and much rejolcing as the boys
collected their monsy thet had been bet
on the match. A TUTAL CF 225 FPOUNDS OF
HARD CASH WAS BET ON THE CUICOME.

SOFTBALL LEAGUE STARTS IN 13th

The 13%h Depertmental Softlall League
opened Saturday. Poncil Pushers beat
the Combet Crews, 6~5. Ordnance won
over lMainienancs, 3-2. Fins fielding
featured the game.

Life Savers
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all drinking water must be boiled, °

be sure that the water you drink hes
been boiled for 20 minutes and not

merely heated a little,
¥ oo® ® 0
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*Then on field duty never drink
from a strean, sprj_z:g;,}vell or
fauest: unlsss a sign has been posted
that the water is safe to drink.




