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During the month of July 1944 thirty six sorties were flown, with
40,215 rounds of 50-calibre ammnition expended in strafing, and 11,9 tens
of bombs dropped., This is a decrease of 203,565 rounds of ammmnition and
99,7 tons of bombs from the fizures for June, This is accounted for by the
fact that the Squadron was called on for only three missions before the
Boela rzid of 14 July, and for only one mission after that date, Sixteen
type 4-20G-.0s, G-30s, and G-LOs were assizned tec the Scuadron on 1 July, X
and sixteen of the same types were in commission on 31 July, )

The first mission flown during the month was a nine-plane reid on the
area immediatelyr south of Kamiri Drore, This mission was flown on 1 July
with a total of 35 incendiary clusters dropped on the tarzet, lio fires were
seen due to the speed of the planes, (1)

On 3 July three 4=20Gs were called on for a smole-laying mission along
hamiri Strip, covering the landinz of Allied para-troops. Timing was per-
fect, with the snoke laid thisty seconds before the first para-troopers
Jumped, (2

Sacan Drome was the target on 6 July, when six planes took off with

» para=dernlition bombs, Forty-nine bormbs were dropped on the target, but
damare eould not be assessed due to the slow fx1} of the bombs, lio plane
wes holed by the ack-ack encountered over the tarzet or on the return trip,
(3) :

The biz raid of the month was that on Boela Township, on Ceram Island,
It was the Tirst tize that a=20s had been used in this theatre to hit an
inaustrial target. The assigned targets included o power stztion, certain
buildings, oil storage tanks, wnd cil derricks. The plan of attack was
extremely couplicated, and each crew member was briefed on the precise loca-
tion of his tarzet. Twelve plenes took off, and each hit the target assign-
ed, droppinz a total of 120 para-dewos on the target. DUespite heavy suoke
hanging over the target when the Squa ron approucied, two direct hits were
scored on the power station, two buildings were destroyed and cthers dataped,
one oil storaze tank was blown open, and several fires were started, all
crews were jubilant over the success of the mission, lic plane was holed,
and all landed safely at Biak Island, from where thev were sta ed for the
attack, (&)
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FFC # 188-3-6,, 310tk Barb .z,

(1) FFG # 183-5-3, 210tk Bonb ug. (3)
(2) FFU & 185-5-5, 310th Beeb .g. (L) FAU # 196=C=2, 310th Bomb g,
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Combat (perations, July, cont'd,

The only cother mission flown durinz the nonth of July was a six-plane
mission that took off on 27 July to borb and strafe a bivouac zrea west of
Babo Drome, The planes were turned back by weather, "10/10ths covered right
down to the pround¥, wher only thrity-five rniles from the target, (1)

o further missions were flown durin- the ronth,

- - - - -

(1) FFO_ ./} 209<E-1, 310tk Bomk g,
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The 89th Bombarament Squadron (L) was stationea at APO 565 during
the month of July.

1st Lieut Avril Foreman was trensierrea to tne 4th Replacem:nt
Depot, AFO 928 for transportation to the Unitea States on the lst. (1)

On the 5th or July Lieut aters (Pilot) was granted leave to Sydney
for seven days, (2)

Cornorals Merchant, Shielas, Salmi and Smitn, !/.R. were granted 10
days furloughs to Mackay on the oth o1 this monthe (3) (4=

1st Lieut Suor (Pilot) appointea Cap*ain July 1lUth. Major Dow was
transterred to 3ra Bomb Group Heaaquarters. Sergeants Bracey and Vincente
were granted furloughs to Mackay 1or ten aays, Captain Heyer appointea
Commanding Ofticer of the squaaren. (5)

On 1lth of July, 1lst Lieut Fiela ana 1lst Lieut Mershall were grantea
7 days I;.oavu to Sydney. Capt Conner, Squaaron Surgea, on DS at APO
928, (6

Technical Sergeants Higinbotham ana Leonara appointea Master Sergeants;
Staft Sergeants Campbell, Chaloux, Clevelana, DeSerio, Gourrer, Morin, Rice,
and Spatharos appointed Technical Sergeants; ana Sergeants Maberry, Moirett

and Corporal leavell appointea Star: Sergeants. (7)

Second Lieut Kesserlie was grantea a leave to Sydney on the l3th,
Starf Sergeants Morris, Phillips, Shallenberger ana Yaniga were grantea
furloughs to Syaney.

Captain Conner was trensierred to School or Aviation Meaicine,
Randolph Field, Texas on the 19th o1 vuly, (8)

On the 25th of this month, lst Lisut ®civoy and 2na Lieut hing
were granted leaves to Sydney. Corporels Pourciau, icConnell, Foley
and Private Beardall were gruntea 1V aays iurloughs to Maciay. (9)

1) SO # 179, V Bomber Comnzna
2) S0 # 74, 3rd Bomb Group
(3) SO # 71, 3rd Bomb Group
(4) sO # 75, 3rd Bamb Group
(5) SO0 # 76, 3rd Bomb Group
(6) S0 # 77, 3ra Bomb Group
(7) Letter, USAFFE, 4 July 4k
(8) sO # 76, 3rd Bomb Group
(9) SO # 82, 3ra Bomb Group
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Start Sergeants Foreaman, Grigus and Zahn were grentea turloughs to
Sydney on the 26th. (10)

On the 238th of this month Pvt lcl Johnson, F. H. and Pvt Gooaman
was assigned to the squidron from ¥ Bomber Coumand. (11)

1st Lieut Waters promoted Capt-in on the 29th ot July. (12)

Stait Sergeant Bocchino, Gunner, was relievea trom assignment ana
transierred to the 2¢oth Replacement Company, APO 322 on tne 31st, The
Gunner is on his way to Brooklyn. (13)

The personnel strenstn during the montn o:x July:

Otiticers.

Flying Ground
(a) At beginning o1 Perioca 2 12
(b) et increase during period
(c) Net decrease durinz perioca il 2
(d) At end of period 23 1w
Enlisted Men.
(a) At beginning of period 35 222

(b) MNet Increase during period
(¢) Net decrease during period
(d) At end of period

10

¥
R

(1) so# 81, 3rd Boub Group

(2) SO # 32, 91st Replacement Depot
(3) SO # 41, Fuar

(4) SO # 210, Firth Air Force
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LiCal lidotuo.

{n Independence Vay, 4 July, 1944, Lieutenant william 4, Fowler tock
an #~20G up for a test liop, He was slow-timins the plane, and carried two
wing tanks each full of CS, or "smoke", 4 Chemiczl .arfare Service officer,
Captain Frank a. Hamel, and a rrivat First Class, Lverett G, Cundiff of the
seme Service, went zlong to watch the test of the chemiczl tanks, Captain
Hamel was riding on the shelf behind the pilot, vhile Ifc. Cundiff rode in
the tail, Lieutenant Fowler later claimed that it was the shortest flight
ever made by a plane of the 89th Bomb Squadron., He claimed, toc, that it
was probably the only time anyone who had an 4-20 engine cut out on take-
off, had lived to tell about it, For the plane was only 50 feet off the ground
when the rizht engine cut out, Lt, Fowler warned the man riding in the tail
to be ready to crash-land, shouted to the officer to hang on, jettisoned his
escape hatch, braced himself, ducked his head in case Captain Hamel should
slide forward across him, and set the plane down on the surface of Lake Sen-
tani, Doth officers then splashed around getting Pfc. Cundiff out before
the plane should sink, which it did in sbout twenty seconds, The pilot was
dazed, so Captain lanmel inflated both "Lae .ests" and then held the enlisted
man afloat while they waited for rescue, The liguid cherical had flowed out
in the fresh water of the lake as the plane sank, and this chemical irritated
and burned the skin of the men until fifteen minutes later, when a part; of
infantrymen pulled out to them in an assavlt boat. Both officers suffered
bruises and minor cuts, and the enlisted man was bruisad but otherwise unin-
jured., The plane sank out of sight, and Lieutenant Fowler returned to the
Scuadron where he submitted his form one, showing one minute and forty seconds
flyinz time,
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AnailS all) DoduialIlis

Un Independence Day, 4 July, Lieutenant Horace B, Lonroe was awarded
the Furrle Heart for wounds received when the aircraft he was pilotine was
hit by heavy ack-ack fire over Kamiri Drome on 6 June, resulting in a crash-
landing in the ocean off Bizk Island, ILieutenant Thomas J. Aeadingy received
the I'urple lieart and Staff Jergeant Burke L. Cock, the Cak leaf Cluster to
the Iurple lleart for wounds resultin- from a crash landing near Annenbers
on their return from the strike against Jewak Drome, 3 lay. This same order
awarded Captain James L, Folse the (ak Leaf Cluster in lieu of his second
Furple Heart for injuries received as a result of a erash-landing on his re-
turn from the iokas mission of 14 June, (1) :

Une hundred hours of combat flyins earned the award of an Cak Leaf
Cluster to the air Ledal for Staff Sergeants Caesar F, Bocchino and Faul k.,
willock on the 8th of this lionth. (2) :

lieutenant ieland H. .aters, Jr., received his (ak Leaf Cluster to his
air Kedal on 10 July for his successful ccmpletion of 10U hours of combat
flying. (3) -

16 July made Captain George i, Conner and Ffc, Aussell H, akerman recip—
ients of the Soldier's kedal, These awards were both earned for their heroic
efforts, which resulted in saving the lives of two combat crew members, when
an a=20 crashed on take-off on 14 June, (L)

—— o ———————

(1) Go 26, Hg V BC. (3) GO 61, Hy FuaF,
(2) GO 57, Hg FEaF. (L) GO 69, Hq FEAP,
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15 racust, 19bh,
RUSAR 5. 10\ ) Cpsrations Renort,

TO t Eisterlcrl Officer, 33th Ecab-rdaent Seusiren (1),

1. Ihe follo - in~ infowncilan ie lieret; eubmitted Jor the Sauedran
History for the monih of Julr, 19l

enzth, dirpleones:

"
.
e
-
]
«

1) 2% veginuning of pericd: 16 - p.70-3s,

g Sel Incre:de during perinds 1 - A-20-G,

foe 1ot throh combrts Thne,

) Nc. 1lost cn zrours ihrouszh enawyy rction: Ione,
) o, Yozt throusn trensfars 1 - 2=2D=3,

£) 2% om2 of porfody 17 - A-20-G's,

Ze Sie Squsdror Tlew 35 oo V-t sortiss during (e sonth of July, 1ok,

Se ilhe Squeiron Tlew 255:15 conh-t hours durin- the month of July,
= 19w,

Tor the Scusdron Commender;

1t,, iIr Cerps,



