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FOR WOR '.

'
.', = ,I - c' 'War storie have becor® a drug on the arket bu a c te factu

_' ' 1
.

. _accoants of 3 ur_
it duri g the co fusion that accompa ep t are ra

l
and should be hi hly prized. The 90th Bombard nt S dron i i deed

f or t u na t e t ha t dt:r i ng a mos t s i gr_ f i ca nt pe r i od of a

ded i ca t ed ember s t p ed f or wa r d t o a ccur a t e l r e eor d t h e pl o i t s of

this proud organization. For nearly wenty y ar following World War II

the co©bat log of the th B mbardmer.
t Squ dron has been kept n the Com-

r. er s of f i ce a n d r e . t i v el y f ew pe o pl e ha e had t he o ppor t i t y t o

read the ccntents. Several years of j ngle conditions and the res l

i ng d l i c t e cond i t i on of t h i s pr i ce l es s r e cor d d i ct a t ed c r e f ul h nd-

ling duri g this per od. After aeveral onths af work by he airmen

in the orderly room and the operation s cticn lirited pub i ation of

he co b t log is now po sible.

It seems ti ely and appropriat that the comba log should becom

mor® widely k o n and reco ized in a per3od when the 90th B b rdment

Squadron is in a transition phase. Thos of u who have had the pri-

ilege of servi in the th, and indeed a 1 of ou fellow citizens,

c n be proud of the exploits described in such re istic detail i

Gth s log.
The men of the 90th in W orld War IT establishcd pr c dents

that w ll ser e to old tradition in the Air Force for any years to .

come.
.

For th serious student of ir Force Histar,
thi record pravides

a great deal of v luabl or ation d for those whc made the lti- _
1

a t s s cr f i ce wh i l e i n t he 90t h t h i s ubl i c t i on i s e mor l .

T IS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E 12958



T IS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E 129 8

ii

If our nation should a in be faced with period of dire peril

i t i s f e r ent o e t hat t he cr i f i c e of t hes e b ra e en of t he

90th will be used to inspire a new generetion of Air Force Fighti g

men. The best w to accomplish this is to rstai a 9 th Bomb rdment

Squ dron the United States A r Force.

d
December 1963 ARN L , BRO ER

Lt Colonel, SAF
Com er
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NI ETI ET B MB D SNT SQU DR N I S RY

O J .r ua r y 12 , 1912 t he Ni n e t i e t Squa d r on wa i n c r ea s ed i n

t r engt ; b
,y

t h r ee f l edg . gs ,
Lt . l l er , Lt . Ogonow . , a nd Lt .

i cha r d s . ent e r i n t he s qua dr on t h ey a r r i ved a : a ve r y b d t i .me .

Th s q a l r cn wa s awa i t i n g or der s f or move r nt s o Ca c . St s ven s , a t

t h a t t i me qu ad r Comma nd er , w s v er y e a ge r t ha t t he kn ow h a t wa s

goi r .g on . T i s wa s a cc on l sh ed b a s s i i ng t h e. n ew o f i c e r s t o

s o a r c•n a t i e s a r.d e n ev of f i c er s s oon got t o kr ow ev e y body .

h r i n t h t i me , r: i l e awa i t i n g fo r or d e r s t o co me t h r u h , v e r y

l i t l e f l yi ng a s on e ex cept t o t r a i n t h e ne of f i c e r a f or t w

en n e s . p s . T-e u d r on wa a n at t a ck out f i t vri t h A- 0 ' s nd

aa s e. e c t i n o t ak e t he s i ps t h t he . n J n u r y 19 , t h e

Sau ad cn r ec e i ved or d e r s +o v e t o t h e p or t of e bar ka t i on , S F a n-

cisco, California. At the time we were very much under stren h,

c o s i s t i n.p, of n i n e fl i ng of f r s , f .v e o d of f i c e r s , a nd one

hu dr ed t h i r t y en l i s t ed r en . t . i so r., 3 t t ne a b en c e of Ca pt .

t cv ens who wa una b l e t o co me , wa s S u d m n Co nd e r .

Th N n et i e t S dr on , l e s s t e Cadr e r ema - ni g b eh nd l e f t

S v ; r.a h on Sund y , J nuar y 19 , a t 1 : 00 PM, n_t i: a t ot al of one

h nd re d or t y t wo enl i s t ef: r n a x o f c e r , T e t a. .n c n s i st ed o

f ou pul an c ar s f or t h enl i s t ed men nd on e o r t he of ` ` cer s ,

ba gg ge ca r f or er s on l equi me nt , an d anot he r b a ; ge c a r f r s.

ki t c : en .

J a : u a r ,
20 , t ,e t r a n pa s s ed t hr ou gh Ipont orr.e y , A ab a ,

t he: on t o Ev n s t on , I l l no i s , whe r b eer a nd c oc o- co1
.a wa s c r .s d
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Lo k g back rom the le d ship.., this is x•ce
llent hot o an e cell t

f or at i o . . . Lt . Ri oha de i a l ead t he d e l em t i n t he bac kgr o d . . . .
a, . Ca r i t y l e di g . .
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f or t e Squadr on , Fr om Evanst on we went on t o t ui s , s s our ,

t hen nor t h :e s t t h r ough Ha st i ngs , Neb r a ka . J a nua r y 1s t , ou_ d

mi dni g t , t h e t r a i n pa s s ed t hr ough Ch ey en ne , 'y om .ng .
(At t h i s

poi t the stakes of a c rtain Red Dog g e were 00
.0
0)

On J an uar y 22 d , t e t r a n s t opped f o r a f ew i ut e s at Gr ee n

Ri v e r ,
( Temper a t, e 20 b l ow z er o } s r.ow ba 11 s er e i n o r d er . Lat e r

n ;,he d
,y- we wer.t t hr ou gh O d en n d a f t e r a s hor t s t op we cr o s s ed

the Grea 5a1+ I k and entered Nevada. The scene y, om g down

f : c over t he Si e .r r a s wa s 30 s t bea ut i f ul ; we of t e n e c cun t e r ed e a.vy

s now.

At 2 :OC P fi , J anu ar ,y
23r d , t h e Sq a d r n r r i •red t O l and ,

Ca ! i f : r n a , our o :e fo r t he r. t e n d ay s . On a i v n g a t Oak l n d ,

t he Squ dr on wa s hous ed i n t h e new H r e s t e r wa r e ous e , The t e

s pen t i n Oa k nd a s ed a ray v er y q i ck y , t he d ro n b e ng v er y

bu s y l oa d b a t s a rx pr epa r i ng f c r over s ea s dut y .

On J u r y 3 1 , 19 , t h e boa t , Ancon , l ef t f o r t he por t of

destinati n.

On a r c h I 8 , 19 , t he Ni ne t i et h Squa dr on wi t h t h e r es t of t he

T i r d Bcmb r d e nt Gr o up depar t ed f ro m As cot ac e Co r e , r i sban e ,

ue• n s l a nd , a nd a f t e r t hr e e an d a ha f a r d .ou s da •s a r r i ve d n C r t er s

Tower s , e en s l and , He r e t h e i t a s l e f t t o g u b a comps i t e om

. e r ea t A t r a l i a bus h , t wo n i l es f r o an a s e t un co mal e t ed r por t ..
Def i ni t e l

,y und e r s t r en t h wi t h o l f i f t een of f i c er s an d one t -n r e

t hi r t y e ra i s t ed r en , nd wi t hout a i pl a e s t '-e i e t i e t h s et t o wor k

a r g i z r; a c a mp a .r ea nd t e d i n g t o ot he r ad i s t r at i v e de t ai s .
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On I arc h 30 , t he Thi rd Group s t rengt h a s bo l t er ed by t he ar r i v a l ,

f m m c e l o r Fi e l d , No rt h Ter r i t ory , Aus t,ra l i a , o f t e remena t s of

t he rent y Sev ent h Gr oup . Thes e t went y ` v e of f i c e r s and t e nl i s ed

en wer e pe rs onnel of t he Ba st ard Son of t he T r d Group , w i c h had

be en s ent t o ani l a , Phi l i pr i e I s l a ds , an d w.":i c : was f i ght ng a s

nf ant r on Bat a an . Of t he or .ni zat i on , Lt s . Ro s e , Bi rn , c h. . dt ,

St af f or d , Bender , Sal vat or , and Capt s . Hub a d and St ephens on ere

assi ed to the N netieth Squadron.

One runway ' avi ng j us t be co l e t ed t he Thi d Bombard nt

Group was order ed t o r ec ei v e d el er y , at Br s bane , of n e B- 2 5C

a r pl ane s e l ong i ng t t he Dut c h. Lt s . Sch .dt , Wi s or.,
B r ,

eat er , ros e , i .l er , a nd Ri ch ds wer e at ng t ho s e w re t urne d t o

C art e r s Towe r s wi t h t he s e c raf t ; t hr ee of whi c h were a s s i g ned t o

the Ninetieth uadron.

A t ra i ni ng program wa s s et p t o f o i l i ar i ze t h e pi l ot s r.d gunner s

t h t he i r ne w equi p e nt , e s pec i l y t he new Ber p wer t urr et , whi ch

wa s compl et el y new t o al l pe rs dnne l of t he Squ d o n . T i s pro am.

bee e q . .t e t ry i g t o t
.e crews who wer e eage r t o et i nt o act i on . '

On Apri l 8 , 19 , t he N net i e t h Bombar d nt Squ dr on e nt t o

. .i sbane C pt . Hubbar d , Lt . Sahmi dt , Lt . Bi rnn , Lt . Bende r , Lt . Ket t er ,

and Lt . W l s on . He re n a s ec e t s es s i on t he l ea d t hat t e y wer e

t o canduct a s er i e s of r ai ds f rom t he Phi l i ppi ne I s l a ds , al ong wi th

member s of t he hi r e nt h Bomba d nt uadr an . i .e i n B i s bane

t he B- 2 5s t he y d were t o be f i t t ed f o r t he t r i p . el l p t a n cs were

s t al l ed nd at f i r s t o s e t nks wer e co nt empl at e d but I at e r
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6

abondoned. Apr i l 11 , ro l l ed a ound nd at 1 :00 Lt . S h dt and

Bi rnn a s a t e am, t . Wi l s on and Ke et er as a ea , nd Ca nn and

Lt. e der th Ca Hubbard s bo ard er n ten 25s of the

Third Group, of w ich three were N netieth M ed, took off f om

Charter Towers n a drizzli g r in and were off for the Phillipr es .

Dawn came and the group were stru g arou d the Gulf of Carpenteria.

Finally, aro d 9s0 on the llth, all of the 2 s h d checked in

at Dar n a d were be g refuelled for the long haul to Del Monte,

:. nao. Lt. Schmidt a d B rnn blew a tire so did not continue
w

.

I n f l i ght s of t hre e t h e band s t art ed f or t he Phi
.
l i ppi nes . Pa s t bo n ,

now Japanese held, the Iinetieth went, t en through vi lent tropical

equitor a fronts and storr a d at dusk, p st Davao , now Ja nese

he d ; a d f al l y nt o De l ont e . Event l l ev ery one a r r i v ed he r e

and a s s em l ed at t he Del Mont e pl a nt at i o t o k e pl ans f or t he da ys

t o came . The gr oup of f i ve pl es wer e t o l ea ve Del 1 ont e a d n on

the 12th, a d bcmb Ce u City, then return to a hidden field at lenci ,

Da ca e and "Pete" Bender,
"John" eeter, an d "Be nett" ilso

-

n

were the plan es at carried out a raid on warehouses and shl.pp
i g

at Cebu . The damage t ha t t he y w oug t wa s heav y but t he y wer e not

to get off toa lightly. Japanese float planes umpe the band and

the fight was on. The Nipa were none too eager however and one was

s hot down b t he conc ent rat ed f r e of t he wnol e f l i ght .

Back to alencia the Nin tieth went to refuel and relo d. There

rer e y ea ger hands t he r e t o he l a s t he A
.r

Co rps t ro ops t her e
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were thrilled to have dec nt A erican equipm n t at hand again. The

t wo P- Os , t h e e nt i r f o r ce f r cm a r a g , a f ew mi l es di s t nt , ent

l of t t o cov er t he oper a t i on .

At : PI t he Ni ne t e t h a de a s e con d a t t a ck on s hi ppi g a

Cebu n c s u k t wo t r a r s po r s . The i - Ai r c r a f t f om wa r s hi ps wa s

Fe v but t hey e nt t hr ou gh d es pi t e t h e b ge .

Tha t n . h t he pl an e we r e s e r v c ed d r e l oa d ed a ga n d t h e

cr ews got a bi t e t o e at a nd a f ew h r s s l ee p a f t er t wo da y s a l os t
_

cc,n =t nt oper at i on .

t d aw t he y w n out a a i n , t h s i me t v Da va o ' s r p r t a nd

up r l i e s . The r a i w h i gh ?y su c cs :.f ul nd a f u e l dump wa s l e f t

a f i r e . La t er c r of t r. P- s n d l i v e r i n g i t s f i r.a l a t t ck , howev er ,

t t h a e t op w t : i t s w bu t an aged t o f l y b ck , one r ng

b dl y cr umpl ed . Tha t l ef t on e P- 4 f or ca e r a g e .

To Ja l enc i a t h e g :n g r a ced nd l a i d l ow wh i l e J apan e s e omb er s

and r ec c os l ook ed ha r d an d f a r f or t hem. They wer e not f ound howev er

s o i n t he a t er n von of t h e 1 t h , ot he r r a i d was a de on Cebu Ci t y

hipping. Again nother hit on a transport and aga n a race against

en e pl an e s . T i s t i me Zer o s f o a ni l . u sk wa a t h n d howev er

nd t he J ps we r e f ed . De l ont , t i e f i el d f o r f r i endl y a s s emb l y

t ha t ev en i ng , ; owever , ha d n ot b e n l e f t ].on e , - 1 7 wa s se t af i r e

and c r a t e r s we r e l e f t t o s h t a t t he Ni ps ha d be e t he r e wi t h

he av b o b e an d d i ve i r.b e r s .

For hou s t ha n i ht pl ane s w° r e r el oad ed t h be l l y t a ks and

en n e s c i ec ked f or t h e l or € f l i g t ba ck t o Au s t r i l
.a . F n a l l y a t
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t hr e e t he Ni net i et h of Wi l s on a nd eet er s t r t ed f or h me . W l so n

had f our t ee n peopl e b e s i de s 31 0 l b s , of ga s ol n e t o t ake a f wi t h .

a dr i z l ng ra n t h ey came out of Del t e i t he d ead o f ni ght .

Bends r had hi s be l l y t a nks shot up at Del on t e a ad t o i pro v s e

s ome f om a B- 1S . I f ac t hi s t ake of f wa s f al l y de l a d f or anot her

day a d he di dn ' t l ea v e t i l l t he ni ht o f t e 1 t h .

e us ual g r i nd f o l l owed t o Aus t ral i a . Long s e e s of i n t r u ent s

pl us s t or s ar:d t r opi c al f ront s . At l a s t Aus t r a a wa s bere at h t h m

a :.d t h e Ni neki e t h Squa dm n had wr i t en h s t o . The l onge s t b .b i ng

raid of all time w s finishsd. The ob - Well Done.

caus e of t h e f a of B .t a an a d t he subs equent as su pt i o n of

t he c o p et e c pt ure of t he ent y Sev ent Gr oup , t he e nt y Se ent h

per s o ne l er e as :: i ned t o t he Thi r d Bombar dr.en t Gr oup . Capt . R. D.

ubba d t h en r epl ac ed Lt . I3. G. i l s on a s 5qu .dr on Com d er d Lt .

Wi l s on be c me per at i o n Of i c er .

n Apr i l 1 h , 19 t e N net i e t h qua dr on wa s c l l ed upon t o

f ni s h t he i r s t t wo of u erous s hi ps t o perf ar re c o nai s s c e

mi s s i ons i n t he New Gui nea - New Br i t ai n a re a . Lt . R. L. L, S mi dt

wi t h Lt . Bi r nn co - pi l ot , T/ S Ba r l ow bombar di er , Lt . J . A, Ri ol a

.avi g at c r , carr i e d : ut a r econna i s sanc e of a r ea D - New Bri t a n nd

New Gu nea i t h ni l s i ht i n s , The second s hi ps car i ed out a

reconnaissar.ce mis ion o er a sim ar ar a but on returning to Cha ers

Tox er s enc ount er ed ex r emel bad weat he r and c a s hed i t o a mount a

ne Cairrs,
instantly k lling th ent e mission - Lt.

J. J. Reeter-
. .

pi l ot , Capt . G. G. St e phens on - copi l ot , Lt . E. T, . Ti s onya i - na gat o r ,
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T Sgt. W. H. a caster Jr. - bo:bardier,
S/Sgt 's G. C. De Armond-radio

er a d J . P. gl i s h- e ng n eer , d S t . J . P , M r r i s - g n er ,

O Ap l 1th five 25C s were ardered to Port Noresby one

r e t ur n ed d e t o eng .ne t r ou l e . Thr e e of t h e s :a ps b ecame l o s t u e

t o s eve r e i n t r umen t c n di t i cn s nd l and ed of f t h e Pa upua n coas t

bec aus e af sh or t a ge or g a s ol i n e . On e s i p f l own b Lt . W. R. Bar k er

exploded when it lan ded i the water killi g Lt.
E
.
S. ipley,

S s.

W .
C. Krueger, . E. cGill and E. R. hite. T e top gun er of the

s .i
S . H l l wa s s ev er e l l a c e^a 't ed nd b r ui s ed but r e t u edg y

s a f e l y t h t h e • r ews o f t h e ot he r t vro s h i p s t er s eve r a l we ck s .n a

British issior. on the Papuan coast. These crews, ts. Johnson and

aker, S/ g . Cooley,
Cpls, Perkin and 'elch, S/Sgt. Awbery, S t Hill,

Lt . Ben d er , LL. Gl ov e r , S/ Sgt . C a d , CpI , a a r a , S S , T mps on ,

a r d Sgt . Ha s t i e , w t h t he ex cept i or of Lt . , R, J ahn s on s uf f er ed f r om

l ar i cont r a c t ed
.

t e r e . T e ot :e r h i p f l o b C p t . R. D. Hubb ar d

wi t h Lt . H. J . Ras s - c opi l o , Tf Sg . K by Neal - bo ar d i er , Lt . Theo .

Ar t e r - n av .gat o r , S s B :ga n er - en gi n e er a nd D. W. Mc Gi l - gu n e r , d

Pv . . H. Bi dd l e - gun ner pr e par ed t o bomb L e , 'ew Gu i e a i n co n j ur.c -

t i on r t h a s hi p f om t h e 13t h o b Sqdn , f l own by Lt . aul l . On t he

morn i n g of Apr i l 5t h j u s t b e f o r e t k e of t i me , a i r a7
.e r t a 9

s o ded and bec aus e Cs pt . Nubh r d w s a l e o st a r t on e e n i r.e Lt .

ul l t ook of f o r Hor n e I sl nd , L t e r t h e c a t a i n wa s a bl e t o s t z r t

i s en gi ne and her he wa s una bl e t o r ea c h t h e ot her s hi p by r a di o , he

decided to bomb Lae as planned.
Althaugh it s known tha the J ps-

n e s e kept a can s t a r t 3 pl a ne f i gh t e r r c l , a v e r y l o g r un wa s m e
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t hr oug h a c l oudl
_e s s sky nd s i x 500 l bs demol i t i or. bombs w r e dr pped

ne at l y on s u nl d r.ps an d ground i ns t a l t i on s ; one omb as cr edi t ed

with b in a ve near miss ta a Japanese Headq art?rs build g.

I nt er c e pt ed by one Japa ne s e "0 " f g t e r , Capt . Hubb d el uded t hr e

ard t hru a f or t y m ut e runn g f i t s o mar:uever ed a s t o pre v nt t he

Jap Yro m pr es s ho,° e t he t ` ack t o e f f e c t i ve ra g e , Hubbar d was

l at r awarded t he D t i g ui s hed F y i ng C s a d t he r ema nder of

t he cr e ; t he S l v er S ar - a l l f Lt . G ne ra .
Bre t t per s ona l y .

3 caus of t he s ho .r t age of f l ; i pe r sonne l , of i c s a nd ms n o f

t he t h o b Sc , we e t po rar l y at t aeh c o t he 90 t h f or c o bat

dut y . L+s . H. N. ro and D. E. Good ( $9* ) wi t h S/ S i K. N, G t ewood ,

T. P dua- bo b di e r , Cpl s . T . gpi n d A. H. Smi t h- gun er s c r r i ed out

r ec orra i s s s.nc i l i g s of ar ea D on Apr i l 29 wi t l n s i ght g .

Th 2 t h of A r t he 90t h s a s s i gned t he • ui y of ke pi r:g f our

B- 2 5 ' s a t r.or es by f o r r e c crn a: s s c r '. . The f ir s t t r e e c r ews we re :

t . S u:i t P Lt . Bi rnn P l st Lt . D, Fe l t
Lt . Ri c na rds CP Lt . J . C. Po r e Lt . F. R. T omps or
Sgt . Ni c :c Sgt . B l ubs on Lt . ol a
T Sgt . Ba rl ow B T Sgt . 'ard Tf Sg . Dut row
S . Ca r t e r G Cp1 . Sv i n Cpl . Tayl or
Cpl . Wal l ac e G Cpl . Sheppar d Sg . Fer rso n

sg . Lee

E c h o f t h e s e s hi p s e ar ri e d o ut a r e c a nr a i s s c e l i g ht o t h s

r o ut e t o Po r t Mo r s e b
,p .

Lt .
B r nn s ht e d a i l a s i

.g a . n e a r z an

Isla d,
New Gu ne and on inve t ati on saw three men in a boat in

t h e b y .
The s e n vie r e i de nt i f i e d a s be g w hi t e e n a w e n t he

r e por t a s i nv e s t i g t e d a t a s f ou d t hat he we r e s u rv v r s a f t he

t hr e e s 'r.
i s l os t on Apr i l t h . Lt . R,

L, Sch r.,
i d ' s s i o n c i d

1
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h m ov e r La e , Ne . Gu n ea , wher e i f t een b ombe r s d f i t e e f i g ht e r s

wer e si g t ed on t h e gr ou r_
d . L av ng I e , Lt . S h d t f l ew t h r ou

s ol i d c l oud s f or aba f i f t e n mi nut e s an abou t t h i r t y s e cond s af t r

b r eak i n g aut w s t t a c ked b on e J a c n e s e f i & t er . Bot h t r et s we r

out and onl y b s u per i or f l yi n g d i d t . h .dt e s ca pe . ' h i s ca s e

w s t h e f i r st i s t a nc e on r e c or d of a J a pa e s e f
. t e r f a l l ow ng our

pl an e s t hr ug h i n s t r umen t co nd i t i on s a d a t e r a cl os e ex m.
i n a t i on of

t s whol e c r ew t s s y p an e wa s i d ent i f i d a s a Me s s er s chmi dt 109 .

,Al t hc g n a B 2 5 i s r edl i n ed a t 3 50 , S h i dt wou d neve r a r ee t hat i t

waul dn ' t t ak e or e . He l at e r r ec e i v ed t he Di s t n u s he F l . g Cr os s

f or t i s b i t of f l y n g , e ach o f t he c r e ge t t i ng a Si l v e r St a .

Ne ar Bun a y , on Apr i l 29t h, wh l e r e t ur ni n f m m a r eco n na i s s an ce

of t h e ew Br i t a i coa s t , Ei r nn ' s sh i p wa s a t t a ck ed b y f i v e J ap an e s e

Zer o f i ht e r s . Thr oug h out t hs ent, i r e t hi r y m ut e u n f i t

r n ' s coor d i na t i on wi t h hi s e r s was p e r f ec t ; t he o o d e s e ve

ea t c r ed i t wi t h t u r n i n g t h e t a ga i n s t su ch odd s , Sg . wa n ' s

e a c ount i n f c r o ne de f i n i t e l C 1 . She r d e t t i n cr edi t f org Y, P p g

a "probable" only beeau e of he clouds covering the untai s nto

which the Z ro ndoubtedly crashed. Sg . Ward s front .30 dissuaded

a y ar b i t i ou s f r ont a l a t a c k . Lt . B r nn r e ce i ve d t h D s t i n. ed

Fl y i n g Cr o s ; e a c of t h e c r ew re ce i v ed t he Si l v r St a r f or ga l l . t r y .

t s . Br own an d o od ( 89t h } w t h t h e r 9 t h qdn , c r ew f l ew t wo

r ec o n a i s s an c e .s s i an on Apr l 8 and 29t h a d r e t u n ed t o Ch ar t e r s

To e r s wi t h t he r epor t of n i l s i gh t i s .
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To r epl a ce Lt . Sc mi dt s da aged a pl ane , Lt . Hal l a d For d

(S9t h ) pr o ce ed ed t o a t or es by w t a 90t h pl a :e and cr e con s i s t n

of T/ Sgt . a r l , Cpl s . Har ol d Axt a nd R. A. Poe t . e ca r r i ed out

a r econna i s =anc e on t h e 30t h t h n .
l s i h t i n gs . Ret ur n ed t o Char t er s

To er s on J une l .

t h e 30t h Lt . Fe l t ham s c r ew , s a t t a ck ed ov e r una Ba y by

s even c f f ou r t een er:e y Zer o Fi ght er s a p a r e nt l y or t `.e
i r way t o Por t

No r es by . r i ng t he r nn i n g f i g t t wo of t h e Zer os we r e d e f i ni t e l

. o d ow n d t h e n t 'r,e 2 5 es cap d i nt o t h e c?
.ouds .

To r e ,r. a ce t h e r ews of Lt s . Br o a nd Ha1 1, t h e n et i et h s ent

t wo c r evrs - Lt . H. J . Ros e - Pi l ot , Lt . J . R. ! i l l e_r - Co- pi l ot , Lt .

J. R. ith - ( ) lot, Lt. W . E. Dickinsor.,
T/Sgt, Kelly - ombar-

di er , S/ S . umga r d r:? r - E g i n e r , Cp l s . Goodm: n ar.
d IIume - G e s ,

v e r e or der ed t o Por t Mo r s eby 1 l s t .

On I y 2nd , Lt . S
.t

h c a r r i ed cut r eco r na .s s an ce mi ss i o n a l ong

_
t h e co as t of e Gu i nea ar d Ne : Br : t a i n r e por t i ng N l s i gh t i n s . Lt .

Ros e an cr ew c a r : i e d out a r e conn s s an e e f l i g t of t he Tr obr i an d s ,

Woodl r k , an d t he Sr,u ,h e r n t i p of ou g : . i l l e I sl an d . He r e e n e

t r oub l e d eve l oped an d a di r e c t co ur s e t o Por t Mor s eby wa s s e t . h l e

dod g ng i n d out of t hun d e r s t or r , t hi s cr ew c e s d denl y upon a

large Jap nese acean go ng s b ari e. Without bombs, th e str f g

un s re r e ad e b e f or e t h e s u bma n e s ucc eed ed i r. c r a sh di v ng ; a t

l ea st s r l l dama ge wa s f i c t ed b y . cal i be r ma c h n e gun f i re . Lt .

Fe l t ha and c r ew, w! i l e r e conn oi t e r i g e c oa t o e Br i t a i n s pot ed

a sma l l u na r r d J ap es e f r e i ht e r . St l l ma d f r rr. t h e a t t a ck by

s e ven ze r os on t h e 3 4t h , a ny s t r a f n r un s e r e mad e a . d e ck hou s s ,
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bri dge a d decks were c ompl t el y ri ddl ed by a mour pi erci ng . 50

c al i be r ch e gun f i r e .

To replace L . Ha l's crew, Lt. Christain Petrie Jr. - P ot,

Lt . T. G. Wuerpl e , T Sg t . H. os ewe Bom: a rdi er , S Sg t . P. R.

vi e - Eng e r, Cp s. Fanta an d W kem - Gunners were ord red to

Po rt or s e y 1 a 2 d .

y 3 rd , wh .e
fl y i ng a cro s s c our s e s e arc h i s s i on f m Po

i: or s eby t o uga nvi l l e I s l and and ong t ha t c oa s t ,
Lt . s p en coun-

t e r ed and at : acked a Japa e s e , t yp e 9 , s er i al 3 f i boat . Jus t

a s he a de h i s f s t p .s s Lt . t h j o .ned hi m a d i t became a ra c e

t o s ee x ho coul d dawn t he Jap f i r s t . Thi r t f i v e i ut e s l at e r t wo

sad but much wiser and rore respecting crews disengaged t e ene .

Lt . S t h ' s bo b r di er su c ce eded s i e c i ng one 20mn c a:n on t urr et ,

but Lt. m th had received considerable da age from 20m ca non shells.

Ove r 2 0 rourds e re f i r ed at t he enemy s h i p nd undoubt l y i t s uf -

f er ed co ns i derabl e d : ag e o a mi nor na t e . Lt . S t h a T S .

a ' S a 'Kel l y rec e v ed l ve r t a o r ga l l r i n a c t on .
t c o nt e r .

Lt . Fel t h car r i ed out a r e connai s s anc e mi s s i on re o rt i ng N l S ht g

on his return to Char ers Towers. Lt.
Petrie carried out two r conna-

i s sance s s i ons duri ng t he day r epor t i n Ni s i g ht gs . Lt . Bi rnn and

c . ew; Lt . Poi e , Tf S . Wa d - Bombar di er , S S . Gat ewood - g nper ,

nd Gpl s . Swai n and Shepp d - G nner s , wer e o rd e d t o Port I or s eby .

y t h , Lt . S h i dt re t urned t o Char t er Tower s . Lt . B m

requested a q et area or h s search ission because s lo er tur et

as out. Seven h ndre iles southwest of ougainville he sighted a

J ap . es e f rc ra f t Ca r i er a nd t wo cr i s er s . Hav ng re por t ed t h e i r
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pos i t i on , f ur t her i nv e s t i gat i on was i pra ct i el e bec us e of t he swarm

of f i ght e r pl n es l au _ched by t h e Ca rr i e r . Re t urn g t o Port 1lor s eby ,

Lt . B nn s ur pr i s d a J apanes e ub i ne t end e r r ef uel i n t wo l ar ge

submar i es about f or t y l e we s t o f t h e c r r e r . ot h subs cr a s h

dived nd isappea d. Lt. Rose carr ed out a r connaissence of

Fi nchav en a d :.dang , New Gui ne a , nd al a s e a d Gas mat a , Ne

B i t ai n , e o rt i ng Ni l Si ght i ngs . Lt Pet r i e c ar ri d out a r eco nna i s s nce

of t he ui s i ad Ar chi pel age a d r et urned t Char t er s Tower s

r po rt ng I l Si g t i n s .

nf ormed o f t he pend ng av a bat t l e , and rde re d t o s hado :

the Japanese Carrier d cruisers, on e orning o' .y
5th,

Lt.

Ro 3e s et cut af t e r obt a n i ng a t o g unner t o re p . c e Sgt . D. W.

cG 1 w o ad had f ood p i s i n .ng f or t ' r eb day s , an d repai r i ng hi

t op t ur ret wi t h par t s t ak en f ro m Lt . Bi rnn ' s s hi p. Cpl . A. J . Swai r.

v ol u t eer ed hi s s e vi ce s a s gunn e r n d perf o rmed t he nec e s a y r epai r s

t o t he t ur ret . O I ay t h , Lt . Ros e a l c rew l ocat ed t he Car •i e r d

ore Cruiser one hundred iles south west of Faisi, Solomon Islsnds

a::d ha i ng re nor ec t he i r nos i t i on t o Por t or s eby proce eded t o s end

out r adi o s i nal s f or t he B 17 st r i r.g o rc e to "home " on . Remai n ng

i n t h s ar ea o r cn hour nd f i ve i ut es , t h i s s h i p wa s f ar ced t o

dodge i n and out of cl ouds a s t e Z ro pat rol f rom t he Carr i e r s earched

f or t he B 2 . nce two Zer S s t a t ed t o di v e u ,.r.cn t he B 2 5 nd when

the top said,
" o ships at 9:00 Oclock", the pilot thou t .hat he

meant mor e boat s , t i s was qui c k y r emedi e d upon ex pl a at i on d t he

5 ret r ea t e d t o c ud c v er . For c ecl t o l eave ++:e re a by l a ck o
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f uel t he crew ret rned t o Port Mor eby t o i d t hat t he st ri k . g f orce

had nev er at er i al ed . Lt . Ro s e l at e r r ec e i v d t h e Di s t gui s hed

Se rv i ce Cros s , Cpl , wai n f o r hi s ga1 1
. t ry on t hi s and ot he r occ as s i on s

al o rece ed the Di t nguished Serviae Cros .

Lt. Birnn returned to Cha ters Towe s and Lt. Schmidt with Lt,

Richards-Cop lot, T/Sgt. arlow - Bomb rdier, Sgt. Carter and Cpl.

al l ace - g er s , a Sgt , I e a s g eer ; and Lt . Fel t ha .t
h Lt .

F. R. Tho rp on , Sgt , A. B. Gi bs on , T/ S t . , E. Dut row, Cpl s , Ax ,

=r gus on, a et r e t urn ed t o Port or s eby ,

Rel i ev ed i n part b t he Thi r t e ent h Squ r on on y bt h, Lt . Ros

ar cr e r et u ed t o Cha r t er s Tower s . Lt . h
.
d t and c r ew c arr i e d

out a r e co n of t he Coral Sea r por t .ng N
.

Si ght i ng s . Lt s . A. M

R i s on and R, A. Pri c e wi t h a T} i r t ee nt h cr e re rf o r d a re co n l i ght

al ong t he Aus t ral c oa s t l i e i n a Ni ne t i e t h S uadro n ai r pl e . Lt .

W. E, Di cki ns on , Lt , er pl e - Copi l ot , T Sg . Lof t i n- Bombar di er , Cpl s .

A. H. S i h nd G. E. Thi p n- G ners , Sgt . A. G. Ni c hol s - g ne r wer e

.a t ached t o a f l i g t bf i v e T rt s nt h ai r pl ane s on s t andb orde rs ,

Lt . i l s on , pera t i ons Of f i c er t ook o d o f pi l ot s t o Gha r l e-

vil e to receive several new i:pla es.

ay 7th, Lts. Schmidt's nd Feltha 's crews perf r ed a recon

f l i g ht f m or t ior s eby r epor t i ng Ni l Si ght i ng s . Lt s , Ha 1 d Ford ,

E ght Ni net h , i t h a Ni net i e t h c r e nd Lt s . Bi r n nd Po r e c a r i ed

c ut a r e c n o t he Aust r a i l an c oa s t 1 1r.e here af t er re f er red t o a s

the "Milkr n",

ay th,
Lt. Feltham a d crew,

Lt,
Sc m dt and crew perfo d a
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Engi n er i ng De r t ent , . L t o R , . . B k - Lt Ya l u s ek , S S r ,
S t Johnson, t chovec, gt Tu ktr. ront - P David on, Sgt
Sher n, S t Caru ai..,.. "The t efficient, most dependable, and
beat-orga ized e i eri g nit i th South P cifie Ar a",., Thia

s the dist ctio of the 90th q dron,.... in t e old ol
day s of Apr i l 1 94 2 when ne cou dn ' t o t on t he m p one got , t h
ordere o e got, and the re orts on amount of ene r a c aft in
giv n territory ; the 90th co d l ys count on one th g for e

! 3r .. , , t o wi t , t he i pl anea , t ha nk t o t h e uncea s i ng f t f
En i n .. •i

,
La d t o whom t h i s s qua dron we a s o uch . . : , . .
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recon f rom Por t Mor s eby re o rt i ng Ni l 3i ht i s . Lt . B r r and c r ew,

L . Good, Eighty Nineth, d Lt. R ed,
T irteenth, with a N netisth crew,

Lt, P t ie i hty N neth, nd Lt.
Fer uson E t, with Ninetieth

Cr w de t h e "M kr ".

y 9t h , Lt . Sc dt an Lt . Fel t ham we re caught on t he g r ou d by

a s ur pr i s e ene r ai d. Lt . Ri ehar ds a S C t er bot h be g ounded

the legs. One N etieth 2 was seriously da ged d Lts.

I'e l t ha a d 5ch dt wi t h rl ow, Ferg s an and A r a econ i s s i on

i n t he r ema. n g pl a e re por t ng I i l Si t .ngs . Lat e i n t he a t ernoa

-

n

a sudden lert sent Lt. Birnn and cr w, Lt. Hesselbarth d J. E.

Fer us on , E .g t h , Lt s . Hal l a d Ford , ght y Ni e t h, Lt s . G d a d

Wi l ki ns al w t h N net i e t h cr ews t o s ea a ai n s ea r ch of a n e ne

c arr i er . Lt . Di cki n on an d er ew proee eded t o Por t or s eby f ro m

Cooktown, still on st ndby or e s.

ay 10 , Lt , s e d cr , Lt . G od - i ght y Ni net h - d Lt .

Wil i s - Eight - with i etieth crew, Lt. Hesselbarth an d Lt. Birn

and c r ews de t he l aca l "M l krun" Ni l Si ht i n . Lt . D c ki nson an d, g

hi s c r ew wi t h f i v e i t ee nt h ai r pl a ne s , bomb ed an d s t r a d a Japanes e

seaplane base in the Debe e Islands, destro g several seapl es on

t he wat s r . Lt . Fe l t ham wi t h Lt . . R. Thomps on ade a r ec on t o Po r t

rseby with Nil 5ightings. On ay 11, Lt. Feltham retu ned to

Tow s v i l l e br i g ng Lt . Ri c ha ds t o t h o s pi t al and Pi ck i ng p t he re

Lts, Johnson, Baker and cre who had ust ret rned after crash l nd ng

New G i ea i n Apr i l , Lt . Ros e d Cr e , Lt s . Go od d Car t er -

Ei ty Nineth - ith a Ninetieth crew, proceeded to Po orseb to
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-
erf o reconnai ssance . Lt . D. P. Hal l , E ght y Ni nt h, a l Lt . W k s ,

Ei ght , t h a Ni net i et h cr ew, Lt . H. N. B ow , E ht y N nt h , d Lt .

Far r , Ei ght , wi t h a N et i e t h r e , Lt , Hes s el ba rt h d Lt . Ferg s on ,

Ei ght , Lt . I . H. Shea r e r and J . C. Pa ker , E t h , de t he l o al

" ilkru " v th nil sightings.

y 12 , Lt . D. C. Young , Group He d qua r t er s , a F/ L Hi i ns ,

F Lt. Petre, E ghty Ninth, and Lt. Farr,
Eighth, Lt. g el,

Thirteenth and Lt. Fer uso , Eighth, made the loc .
l "M lkr s".

Lts.'

c e a d l l e r s i g a ed t l:r ee smal l o pen l f e hoat s f i ve l e s f rom

l i t ava I s l and und oub t edl y eo nt ai
.ng J ao e s e surv i v or s f m m t he Cor l

Sea a t t l e . t s . Bi rnn and i e re por t e ni l s i g! i ngs a s di d Lt . Good .

y 13t h , Lt s . os e , Bi r n nd Good de re cons and t ' e n r t urned

t o Ch rt er s ToTer s - ni s i ght i ng s , Lt s . h l l and Brown , Ei g t y N t h ,

wi t h Ni net i e t ! crews d e t he "Mi l kr " t h n i l si g t i n s . S x c rews ,

Lt . G. G. Wi l s on wi t h Lt , P. . Eckber g , Co- pi l ot , T/ Sgt . Cool y

bomba di e r , Cpl s . A. H. Smi t h a d G, , ' i gpi n , u ner s a nd Sgt .

Niehols, gin er, leadi g; •Lt. Hesselbarth,
Lt Farr, co-pilot,

Sg .

V. J. Ce yanec, Cpls. arton an d Hartm n, g ners, T/S t. o e ,

orbardier; Lts. Shearer and Fer son, P ots, S/Sg . B d er,

Eng ee r , T/ 3g +. , G. Kel l y , ombard i er , Sg . Fa nt a and Cpl Wakem,

gun er s ; Lt . J . D. Fel t ham and Lt . H. Tur k , T/ Sgt
,.

Dut row,

Bo bardi er , Sgt . 0 . N. Fer gv s on , gunner , Sgt A. B. Gi bs on , Er.gi neer ,

and C l . H. S. Tayl or , gunner ; Lt s . Di cki ns on and R. G. o d , 3 .

Webb, Bonbardier, Cpls Hu e d G odm n, g n ers, a d Cpl. R, G. o d,

E ginner; Lts. W. R. Jo son ard W.
B. Jones,

Pilots,
Sgt. Chesson,

T IS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E 1295



T IS PA E DECLASSIFIED IAW E 129 8

30
Engi neer , and Crl s . el ch and Perki ns , gunner s dep t ed t o Port Mor seby ,

vi a Cookt own o r a bo mbi ng mi s si on . Lt . Wi l s on bec e bog ed a t

Cockt own nd t h f l ht wa s l ed on by Lt . Fel t h .

Lt. H. N. Brown, Eighty Ninth, with Lt. C. L. ow n, o-p lot,

and Lt . Hal l , Ei ht y nt , d Lt . . No el ke , c o- p l ot , de t he

"Milkrun" ith nil si htings.

On t l e 11t h of y , t he f i v e s : i ps l ed bp Lt . Fel t h bombed Lae ,

ew u e a , a t 7 =5 A. . Fort t hre e hundr ed pound demol i t i o n bo bs

re dr o p ed f ro m t e l v e hundre d f es t d t remendous f i r e s , pr obabl

gasoli e d ps, were started. One i tercept n Zero was ourtu a d a

c our s e wa s s e t f o r Horn I al and . About Fi t e s f ro m Lae t he f or a-

t i on wa s a a i a t acked by s ev en Ze o s . Lt . He s s e l bar t h ' s s hi p wa s hi t

i n t e t a i l s ect i on and as unabl e t o kee p up wi t h t h e f or a t i on . The

Zer os t he n conc ent rat ed on hi s s hi p a d ree e i ve d mor e hi t s t h e i ng

and r i g ht e ne . ot h gu er s were s ev er e l wounded , Cpl . t on i n

the legs, Cpl, Hartm n in the shoulder, by 20 m, car.non shell which

ex loded between the Lt Hesselbar h oceeded to T ree Mi e Aero-P • P

dr ome , Po r t or s eb , whe r e he cr as h l ed r t h hi s •hee l s up a s i s

h drau c s , st em wa s de st roy ed and Lt . ck i nson .a
ded a t n i l e

Aerodro me,
Port Morseby. Lt. Felth ,

Lt. Johnson, and Lt. hearer

pr c eeded t o Horn I s l d , t h en r et ed t o Cha er s Towe r s .

n 1 5t h f i ve s hi ps , i n con unc t i on wi t h f o ur f m m t h 13t

Squ dron, proceeded to Port Morseby each loaded th si - hundred

pound oil incendiary bombs d six - hundred pound d ol tion bo b .

The crews wer e Lt . Fe l t ham, t . . L. rk , Sg . Dut r ow, C l , H. S .

Tay l or nd S t . Fer so n , S S t P. R. Er n ; Lt s . Wi l s on and F ber g ,
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,

3g t s . Gat n d Ward , Cpl . i a S epp rd ; Lt s . R e and

-R, F. i l l er , . e , Cpl . A t , t , Bi dd e and Sgt . H. P. B rne s

wi t h aj or B. B. Cai n ob erve r f om Gener a He adquart er s G- 2 ; Lt s ,

Di cki ns on and R. G. oyd , Sg s . Mc Br oom d a l ow, Cpl s . Go odm n and

Hume; Lts. B rnn and Poi , S s. Gibson a d Timberlake, Cpls. T igpin

and mith.

hi s f l i g ht t ook of f at 6 :30 A. M, on t h e l bt h o r I e , New Gui ea

l ed b Ca nt . H. F. Lo s r of t . e 13t h So,ua dro n . Ove S l maua bad

w a : e r was encount e : ed nd t he f i r s t r l i h t spl i t o f f i s ea ch of

enem sh i ppi ng . Lt . Fel t am as s u d t he ead and by f o l i ng t he

eoas t l i n f r om Sal a aua t o .e su cce ed
.n wadi ng t e wor s t of ba d

tropic thu de:• storms. Breakir.g out of a storm the fli t spotted

L e - five les aread, ju t a a "Z ro" channelled of the field d

head on t Fel t ha . Jus t i s s i g Fel t h b no r ar e t h n s x or

eight feet the Zero did a vertical 1$0 de e turn to the rear of the

s ec ond el ement . I edi t e l y a l g ns po s s i bl e w re broug : t t o bear a d

e d went i nt o a s n i l e s s t ha n 2Q s ec onds . T ethe Zero shudder d .n p

bo ing run was made at OC eet a d the A/ positivns and suppl

dispersal area were thoroughly covered. On tu ni g t e for ation was

orc ed t o di s per s e and ndi v du r et ur t o or s eby we re m de . Thi s

f l i ght bomb d up >; t h t wel v e - hundre d po und demol i t i on bo bs , on

return to Port Morseby and at 11:15 K took off aga n for L e. A

atte pt was ade to bo b hrough the clouds ut the solid overcast

pr event ed t ': i s . Fi r.a
l l y t he f o r m i on o f ni n pr oc eeded i n t hro ugh a

t hund r s t orm and ca e out d e ct l y i n l i ne wi t h Lae d ead ahead about
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Left to Right - Lt Hou er, Capt Rosebush, Lt's R n erson,
dd, Ru e
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10 m es. ntense b t inaccu ate light A A was wait g but without

any c as u t y A, nway a d d i s per sal area we re bo bed f ro 2 00 f ee t .

Ther e wa s no i nt e r c ept i on due a g i n t o t he we at he r an d on re t u t r i p

Lt . Fe l t ha l ef t t h e f o mat i on t o s t r af e a s eap ne ba s e near Sal a. ua .

Lt . Fe l t ham became l os t and was l i s t ed a s i s s i ng fo r a wee k.
( s

s hi p l an ded 3 5 es f Nadang .n a s hor t emer ger cy f i e l d . On

l a nd i ng t he no s e w e e 1 buckl ed a d t he c r er was f o rced t o r e a i n .

On atterpting to rescue these m n trree A-24's were wrecked, one p lot -
'

J. T. Holco b - was killed a M o ogers (both of the Eighth S dn)

was injured. T :is crew was retu ned safel w t the exception of Capt.

Fel t h m, who c ra s hed wh i l e perf or i ng s ome survey s of New ne a

aer odr ome s i a 191 Spart an Trai ne r and s f f er ed t wo b roken .l egs .

O May 1 6
, Lt . Sl ear e r and c r ew - Lt . 1 e l ke - c o . l ot , Sg s .

Pardue - bombardi er an d Frank n - ne r , Cpl , R. C. oyd and

Champagne gunners nroceeded to Port I.oresby for reeonnaiss ce w rk.

On May 17 , Lt . She ar e r an d cr ew m d e a re c onnai s s . c e r e ort i n

r.i l s i t i ngs ; Lt . Wi l s n d f l i g t r et u ed t o Char t er s Tower s .

On ay 18 a d 19th,
Lt. Shearer and crew carried out reco naissane

mi s s i ons o f e i t ai n , Bougai nv i l l e I s l and , Trobr i nd I s l an ds r ep rt -

ng ni l s i ght i ngs . Thi sh i p re t urne d t o Ch t er s Tower s on e 19t h .

y 21 , an e nemy s ub ar ne wa s re por t ed o f f t he co a st near

ai ns , Ol d . o s hi ps , Lt s . Wi l s on a d L. P. Smi t h nd J . B. c e e ,

(Hq . Sqdn .
) and ow n d c r ews l ew t o Cookt own . T e r e ai ned on

t he al er t h e one da y r et ur i ng t h e r.d - ni l bo:rbi ng . nw e

on the same d Lt. Rose flew to Tow svi e, picked up a load of si,na
l
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, , , , , Af t er t he co bat c ews ar e not . i ed of a on nd a r e
g thered aro d before the "briefi g" tart poop sh ets or
t a ge t t ps s t h e e q b e a r e n ed ou t o a 11 membe r
of t ha comba t e t r i k i ng f or c e , . , As n be s e en , t h i s i Sa l a
t rget p,,,,, Thia proced e gives ah m n i the hip a
owlcd e of wh t liea ahead nd w t the unit i t to accomplish,

,,., a re comprehe ive pict re is obtained thi y th n b
verb l instr ctio a.
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.corp equi pment , proc eeded t o Horne I sl nd , ere he s t escort

39's to Port Moresby. n the 23rd Ro e led f
.ve

P rsuits to Mors by.

Mean whi l e at 0 30 K oa t he 23rd
. t hr e e s hi ps of t h e 90t h, i

co nction wit three 13th ships, proceeded to Port Moresby via

Cookt o n . h t r ee c r ews we r e Lt s . Bi rnr an d Pv i r e , S S Pardue ,

5g . Fra kl i n , Cpl . Cha p ne , Cpl Go rt on - en i neer ; Lt s . Di cki nson

a Ted erple, Lts. Shearer nd Farr,
T S elly, Cpl. Fri zle and

Sgt . Wi s e nd Cpl . Rus h . At 1110 K t hi s fl ght t o ok of f t o bo b L e ,

iew Guinea. Attackirg L e at 121 with six - ive undred pound

demol i t i on bo bs ea c h . The f l i gh m de i t r un at 000 f ee t . Ho ever ,

the fli ht was inte cepted by thre or mo:e "Zero's" two iles from

t he i r t arget . A ,t i - a i r cr af t f i : wa s v e hea and f ai r ac c urat e

a d t h e re f or e ef f e c t s of t he bo .b i ng wer e no t s een . Af t e r bo b i :g t he

flight dove for the ater and Lt. Hell (13th) w s left beh nd d
.
th

engi ne t roubl e .
(Thi s s hi p was s ho t do bef o re t e f l i gh t co ul d s l o

d w , the Zeros concentrating on him .un
til they got h .

) T o Zem s

s wee h f l i ht d t e c a s ne brokehen p a ced t ems el v e bet n t e g h o t .

of and cl i mbed a bout a t hons and f e et abo e t he f o r at i on and f t e r

f l yi ng al ong or two or t hr ee m ut es dr opped a pear s haped ob e ct ,

Capt . Lowe ry s ai d he "s me l l ed a rat , ba ked t e f o r t i on s t ee p by .

The ob e ct t urned out t o b e a a er i al ba b whi eh e l oded a bout 100 •

f e e t bove t he i previ aus l i e o f l i ght . The l i ght t n t ur ned i

at B na and proceeded to cl mb to suf icient titude to cle r the

mountains.
Suddenly a Zero, lost pre iously,

i the haze, ade one

sws ep f r om bel ow a r ont of Lt . Di ckens on . Lt . Wuer pl e a r Cpl .
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SUB A RI NE' BL ' V P'

c . . • . . , • ..t AL N JONES, C rier. il« l W. r Cerre oi d ! t ,T e J apa es e ubm ar ne the i r •A tra a e r ho . o ..
h attac . 'he our, o S / S g H e S t i k i e o n AFw hich bombed by a forma- unhurt , er • erg a n •ion f N orth Ame c t- D ald • rele s a.ir g n r;

chc ll .
. e Hart our e rly ' on N e R t l, Que nal nd; ' qing . M a r t h y !

L t M C O
day ht blew up it h a te r - Ot t k r aur ' C r , co- pilot

rifrc port !s(ter bombs had D re en borough , .•
Via ri ; erge n

s traddled e ve l or it hole e harde, w rele -atr u n
len t h,

ner, arrickv e, N.B. Ir'; r e nt
'
o

ur posit lve blt. s nd vpr i J m es McC rth , tr le -a it g n- _
ne r m is es were re re d [ i1er, rth Ade . • + T " ;'; •' ;' ; '
v s el , w tch was s large , rean- r , •" ' ,oini t•y . T he subm rfne , • h '•Ii - • • . f•as on che s ut face un l adin s up- - , ' t ) ;
plics and materi ls , prex n ted a , , , :•, : ' i .

.

~

.
1L+I Oa d Sidc ta e t0 Lh C a t a ; - , - i. .' t

a it r f t
. • • -i \ i t

1T h e e p los fo n 'a s s o s e ve r• t h t' , _ • , • , .
- - ' ••', • t• .Cepta i J oh u P. Heneber,y, q ' t . ,

i
, , ; . ; i •I lil oi , who a as i lying at he i • - '

• • , •• , , '' ' . .m nr num a ltitude over the s ub- ! ; , " Y, _ ' •' 'n x r ilYC•. t•h o u h t t h a t h is p ne .
' l

_ . : .
I• tl 'r .

„ r rwov d cra r. T e bc r • 1 '
_ _

' • r +. - ' '
r cked• and e ebcr,y

i eared fa t . l .,
'
,!t wo tld e ou t of control. ' `; ,'
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t o tl e planes , tler drop-
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, - . - _pi c bo bs on he ct er n oi
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tth e d k o f t he u bm n rtn o i h e y • •; ' ' • '

: j; 1
;
,
' •r. .li[ted It cle n ou t o t t he a ter .

r
.. f .• ,: •

'; , '" .'/̀ ' :r ' 1
.

,
he re a d f n ing explc tnn , : •

, _ , r"
' ' .

'
••. .

I' t, ;
a nd fla e >nd debrls s hot huu ; ' , " •' .+. - '
2 fee t In to thc ir . Our bomb rs ' ' t `` e

•:. : • •
: , , r 4 -, • • Y. ; ;'

-
h d to 1l h r ou h 9

,' -•
•

' :
L icu t en an 6 Ne l or. P . I n r m , ,1'orth C rolin , s a id : "T he sub- ` ' ` , , ° ' 1

m ar r. . wh ich w s abaut 00 Y rd • . ., . .
i r `7-' ' .i rom 1he hore w s silhouet d ' . . . :: . s • ; . " . .

aga n st t he dusk when 'e made
. - - . . • . .. • _

! ' -' .rsur t lke. •• , r . , ."The watcr wa tno hailo [or •
• ' ` ` , - •• : ` • t , ; i

.
; 1 .t h e u bm a rin e o Au bm e r e, s nd ;

, , •'c s ' ' , '' 'i' <
f
t ` ' r : . ,. __ , -lt R AS d c f en c c s a st 0 r a t '. '. , . i +" ' , . : 1 (.

' t ' M' '. " .
' ' I Il t 1 +

r 7: ?, .la ck . : • . . ;r < =• l ,.• • c I . =7
O ne Q

,

u
.

een . la n e r
•

a as am
.

ong ,
' ` = , , t . f : t

'
' ! 'J

,
7 ' •

-
;

' 7 . .. . , . t t ' . ,
' • . ' • ,

:
.

• ' :
.
'
r

1 I !
. ,

.

t " . -
: •

.•
"

,
M [ / (

. 1 '
-

. '

.

- -

\ I r (
. _

1
. .

'"
'

,
-

,
1 1 1 '

,

•. , ' .. (
•

.

1

1

. . . • .
.

•
L. ' {

. / i
t

. .
l l

, t
. , + • Y e S

• • . . c 1 ;
, r . . n '

..
r

' 1
. .

,
' . • •n ' r 7 : . .. •

1
'

, . '
.

' '
,

'
,

'
- , .

• N
. '

r

1

.

i

_

L

.
' ' '

r
. .

1

n

.
• ) i :

. : ' '
'

1
•

.
• .

r
'

' . . . . .
' t

.

-

. . .
• l/ t t l .

F
t Jr ' • i

F •., . • . ' . .
i ^ , .

t
/ `

' S r . 1
} .

`
rr •'

• •
+ 1 I

. .J' ' : 1 r . -
F

i
.

t ' . . . .
r

}
• . ,

i •

•
•

- f
.
l '\

J
It i . , 1 J •

r y
{ [

r
:1 , '

, .
•
• . . . • , 1 . ,: . "•. . ./ i • .

y i •. ' - •,": 1 i • •.
+ . • . .

' , • , . . 1
.

•
'

, t
, , ,

'
, r / / . . . • • . r .'Y j

,, i Y. ' Y

1 ' (
•

n
.

t
. - .

r ' /'
- • • " r l'

i ,•
V• '

, / r ' . .I

7
1

I /' ..
S ' J

.
.

i
'

. .

t • -'
. .

• ' • •'
- ' . ' ; r:

. 1 , . t .' . I 1 .
. . r i

!
, I

.
. - t •

. - .
"'***"rr

. . /
•

,
, ; + ' ' j -

. • r
•
•' 1' Y • R

1
l
+

:

+ •

.. . - .
'
.
s

. : i
. -

,
'
S

i . . : l , ' S • .. . :

. ; '
. . .

:
. . .1

.
I f

. . .
•

.
:

, r . •
.

i
.

4 y 1 , _
1• ' '

, , ..
t '

_

.
• • 1 t

t

. . . S
. 1 t

•

, .. ,
t l•

. Y
h • +. , . . : l t . ,

' . : ,
i I l

-
•

.
r l

{
i •

'
.

.
- .

' - • , •
'

.

- , f .
f • r ' '

r f
i '

1
. ,

^ - f - :
i •

i
: c' ; • H

r
.

•
r

• A

. .
t .1

- . . . r • ; / s • I i l •l l . .
Y i

-
i

Y
tY'

• .:
+f 1

4
a

' 1 • ' i • '
•

1'
. . . Y I • , 7

. - , ,
I

,
• , . .

' r . 7
'
,

' . . r . . . • r '
.

•
r '

' i
. r ,, +

S
A . t ) /,

; "
jj

"
' -Y c-

- _
-

.
>

1
l

.

1
.

1
' i

.
' . , . .

i •
Y

r
: f

. . .
. Y I

f •
+1 "

•' '

'
r

. y
+

,
" '

,
!

i l
:1

;
y. d \ • ,

r ,
' i

. . L

Y•

• .
'

. : 'n r
i

. ' ; .
+ • • ' l .rl- S •

7
' •

.̂' , ' • / ' I t ° 1 1. .
2.

I I , I r • i ' 1 ' t ,
t

. et ' , i } ' '
. . . . , .

\ , r . -a" : +1
M

t ' l
t . 3 1 Y• Il . l ,, x ' ' : ]

,' a .

1 . .
•

t .
3 l i ' 1 ;

•
t , " ti

. f . `'
'

r f•

'

r

' 1 . 1 I

-

Y' 'A ' k
-

' +. . . . a •
/

! , 'f. - i Y •. '
•

y• ' •: • /. i . 1
. } t C . 1 • YI ''7

•
.
, , P,

' 1 7. t • 1. ' "
1 t .

'
r '

. . '
. . .

• 1 1 . '
.
: .j . . " - t '

. - J :,
1 ; . , . . Y - -

•
(
•/, . 1 f 1 j I

'
. . t 7

. 1
•

+ '
, 1 , , ' o r • .• • J

' ' • • • • '' • `
Y• J

t
• '

' - . . o •
1 r • ' . e ' *

.
1

Y.
• . .

' t . . . .. .

,
' ( '

t • a . / . V l i
,

1
'

I

. r- . . . - •
'
.

'
. .

. .
•

.
111 i t •i

.

Y 1i ' 3 .
,,

,' . .
.

,
. Y

• f ':'
,

•
1 • •

,
.

-
i

; .• ,(
` / A f

. • t t . , `
' ,

, •
,

7 . ' . . . ' ' i ' i • ( r • , •
t ' 1Y 1'

L
, J

'
i

1 • 1 Y J

r _ •
1 i . ' • Y l Y

ti
4 3

t
' r ,

l i
t

1 • a
' '

Y • I .. -
. . . .

•. ,} t t t r'
. . . . ,

' r
YI

_
'

,
t
b • • ' . .

•

• t • ' . ' + 1e r v <. t 1 1.
•
•

.j . t i . , . . .t A • L . r • ( . <
l . ' r 1 ` - . . '.. . 7 - . . • . 1'

- • l . - f •> ' -

l l
! . .. . . .

• ' . > 1
. •

7 Y
j '

l '
, r ,

j . • -
' '

.
1 . . .

. ' - . • . . y
' 1 I . . .

, , l
,

I l
. . j

r 1 . : I •.r . I c



T IS PA E DECLA SSIFIED IAW E 129 8

3g

Sevene were k l ed i nst an t l y , Lt . Di cki nson be ng wo nded i n t h e arm

by a . 0 m s he l l :hi ch expl ode d i n t he co ckpi t . One engi ne wa s put

out of co m.
i s s i on a d be e aus e of l a ck of al t i t e t o c l ea r t he ount a i ns ,

Di ckens on ga ve o rde rs t o bai l out . Sgt . J . A. Gi bs on ( RA F) a d Cpl .

H l ey we re l as t s een bai l i ng out , Lt . Di ck i ns on a P t . Webb wer e

fi ly brou ht , quite 0 to Port Morseby by friendly natives.

y 23rd , Lt . L Bak er a d C. . ow an , Lt . Sc hmi dt nd R. H.

Wilkins (Eig t q adron),
Lt. W . R. Johnson nd . oelke proceeded

t o Fo rt Mor s eby f o r r eco ai s s anc e wor k .

y 2 t h , Lt . Bi rnn d Lt . She ar e r , wi t h t he ot her 25 s f l e

t o Cookt wn t o awa i t r •i n orc e nt s f or t e i r f l i h t . Lt s . B ke r ,

J ohns on and Sc mi dt mad l ng r ange re co nna i s s a ce of t he Cora l Se

ar e a . t . ft o s e e rc hed t he c o as t f or Lt , Di cki n on d c rew s i ght i ng

nothi g, then returned to Cha ers Towers. At 11 :00 0'Clock the

f ol l owi ng cr ews f rom t he Ni et i et h r e i nf orc ed t he bombi g f o rc e at

Cookt own . Lt . B, G. Wi l s on and L, P. Smi t h, T/ 5g Wa rd , Cpl . She p r d ,

S C l s AxS Bailey, Cpl. eyers; Lts. Good d Carter, T/ gt.
L ftin, p .

and B ddle,
S t. J

.
B,

Thompson; Lts. Hesselbarth and Fer uson,
T S .

Wrig t , Cpls. Thigpin , S ith and Dou las.

Lts. B er, Johnscn, an d Schm dt aga n ca ried ou long range

r econna s s auce on May 5t h . The bo b ng f or ee de a t d f ro m Co okt own

l ea vi n Lt . B rnn t ra ppe t he re by rr:ud , and re f ue l ed at or s eby . The

l i ght t hen at t ack d La e wi t h e i ght t hr ee hundr ed demol t i on bamb s ch .

The run was m de at t hree t h' us a d f ee t t hr o gh he av A/ A but r e s ul t s

er e not obs erved a s or. t e i r run t he f l i t w a t t a cked by f i f t e en
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Zeros- head on . Lt . Wi l aon ' s and Lt . He el b t h's shi ps were shot

dow al cos t i ed i at e l y , Capt L er y a nd Lt . Rul i s on (bot h Thi rt eent h )

ships quickly followed and about twenty iles out of Lae Lt.
Shearer

wa s f or ced t o c ra sh l n i n th e *at er . The rem ni ng t hr e e sh wer e

at acked co t i r_uou s l y unt i t he y r eached Sal amaua wher e t he f i gh t

l os t t hem i n t h e cl oud s .
(Lt . earer nd c r ew wi t h t he ex c ep i dn of

T Sgt Ke l l y , ki l l ed b ,• gunf i e , by t he he l p of f r i endl na t i e s re ached

i au , New G i nea and were broug ht out by pl n e . Sg . Wi s e , R F , suf f er ed

ssvere leg wou ds.
) y 26th an d 27th Lt J hns n a e a reconnaissa ce,

Lt . Sch i dt , B r nn , a nd Haker e t ur ned t o Char t er s To e rs , Lt . Jo hns on

retu n n the 7th.

2 5t h , Lt Sc dt s i ght ed a s 1 f f t y t o s i y oot v e s s el

i n ka pas s age , Bougai nvi l l e I s l a d , f l y ng t h e Jap 'l ag . The

ac t i or i n hi s own a*o rds : "St r af ed wel l , f l ag was l er ed . "

y 28t h, Lt . J , ft . Sm_
t h , Lt . Pe t r e , an d Lt . Bro Pl ew t hr e e

N net i e t h s h i os t o ior e sby but d e t o e xc ee di ngl y ba d we t he wer e

forced to return to Charters To ers.

The Ninstieth be an to check out the Co-pilots as f rst P ots to

re pl a ce t he ,re a l os s s uf f e r ed b t he Sq dr on . Lt s . er , Poi r e

and .cha r s we re che cked out a s :e r e Lt s . Noe l ke and ow n . I n

addi t i on e i ght Aus t ral i a n Pi l ot s were a t t a4h d t o t he Squadron f or

t a ct i c al wo rk a s Co- pi l ot s . T ey e -e P. 0 . eb by , W. 0 . Wi l s on ,

F S . Hawt er , S/ P . nn , i , Wa3•, a cki e , and Jar ret . T e se

pilots were a so i en check outs as co-pilo s nd the Sq aaron was

busy reorgani in for re combat w rk until June 7th.
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n May 28t h, Gene ral Ge or ge et t l s i t ed t he 'hi rd Group nd

pr e s ent ed s e veral dec or at i s . at er i t he we ek pro rot i o ns c ame

t hr ugh m k r g Hubbard Maj or , ender a d Fel t ha Capt a n s , Johns on ,

Ro s e , r nn , S h dt , ke r , and Di ck i s on r s t eut en nt s .

O Jun e 7t h , os e and t>i r e a t h e i r cr ews de a s ho t

r ec onnai s s nce of t he Aus t ral i co as t s earc hi r.g
fo r a s uppo 9ed

s eapl ane t ender of f To ms v l e .

On h e 8t h , s i x c r e s , l ed by M j or Hubb ard , de t ed f vr Cookt own .

T: e Cr ew w re : Maj r Hubbar d , Lt . Cha ber s , Nea l , ume , P s ons (R AF )
'

,

Ne ly; Lt. Rose an d W/0 Wilson ( )
, Pardue, Biddle, ack,

Landers,

Lt . o n nd Sgt R. i r (RAA )
, Lof t , Wakem, Ca l ande ( RAAF)

,

and Co i t t ; Lt . Noe l ke and F S . Wa ( AAF)
, Ti mbe rl ake , H l t on .

(RA )
,
Ch pag e, and Corbitt; Lt.

S hm dt d P 0 Mobsby, arlow,

Wal l ac e , Cook , a d St ra t on ; Ca . J . B. Mc f ee (Hq . d . d F Sf t .

Hawt er , os well , Gi 1 1 , Gawne ( RA F )
, d 5gt . a i n ( 13t h ) f l a

13t h Sqdn . pl ane . At Cookt o a mee t i n o f t h e cr ews was he l d d th e

mission was ex la ned. T e six B 2 's were to act as "deco s" in aP 5 Y

co-ord ated attack with the B 17's a 2b's on e, New u ea.

The f o rma on t he n pr ocee ded t o Po rt Mor e s by t ak i ng of f f rom Co okt o

i nt o a t r emendous t h nder s t orm and hav ng t o f l y i ns t ru e nt s a o on

as t he i r whee l s we re up . Spe d ng t he ni t a t 7 i l e dr ome at Mor e s by

t he f l i g t wa s br i e f ed - t hey at t a ck at 4 9 30 K.

At 09 :30 t h e l i t f l ew ov er Lae at 16 00 and t h oug h t he t ar et

ar ea was obs c ur ed by cl ouds , t he B- 17 ' s ha d su cc eeded i n s t i rr i ng up

t he "Zer os ". - r ut e Lt . Bo an ad be en f or c ed t o re t ur n du e t o
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e ne t roubl e . e op of t he avercast was at about 4000 f eet a d t he

f i r s t Zer o t hr u s ucc e ede i c l i mbi ng f rom t h a t po i nt t o i nt er c ept t he

flight i little over t ree minutes. He was o ed by seven ore of

hi s budd i e s and t e 8 2 5 s hi ght a i l ed : o r Ker ema , whe re a P- 39 s uad on

wa s s u os edl y wai t i n t o cl o e t he t rap. Thr ee f ro n l at t ac ks wer e

de- one Zero passible be n set afirs and na hits being suffered by

t :e 2 5 ' s , Ho •ev , Lt . oe L e n "FAT CAT" (whi ch Johnson ha d al way s

c l a med ras t e f a s t e s t s h i p i n t he s ua dro n) f e l l behi nd t he fo rmat i on

r ' Z L k .
l nd b v erard as i uned at e l y ur.e ed u on by v e e ros , uc , y y

n i c e wor k of c re : ar d i l ot , `:oe l ke s u f f e red no s eve r e d nage al t hou .

he was s hot up e cns i de rabl y . so l uc i l y f o r oel k t he 2b ' s wer e

b e i r d s c edul e and i nt erc ept ed t h e f l i g ht on t h e i r c ay nt o t he

t ar get , wher eupon h e Zeros d s engaged d at ac hed t he m.
(Becaus e

of t he i r e rr or one s hi p was l os t ) e ed l e s s t o s y no pur s ui t was

wait ng as scheduled, they ha g nev r co-operated to any degree.

Of f i c i a l l y Cpl . Bi ddl e wa s cr edi t d wi t h d es t r u c t i on of one Zer o , t he

f l i ht r ec e i v i ng cr edi t f or anot her p o babl e . Thi s ent i r e l tg .

retu ed to Ch rters Towers that da .

Lt s . Ros e and l l er wi t h t wo mor cr ews f m t he 13t h depa rt ed

on t h e t ent h f o r C be r ra t o re c e i v e t hr ee 2 5 ' s f om t he Dut .

I pat i ent l y wai t i ng a s u ua l fo r A. C. H. t o pi ck a t a r g et , t he

90t h di d mor e l cc al f l y g nt l t h e 1 5t h of June . T e f a l owi ng

s i x cr e os were t hen o rder ed t o or e s by v i a Cook own : o r Hubbard

and Lt . Chamber s , Neal , Hu e and Par s o r.s
(RAAF)

, H r per ; Lt s . 1oel ke

and / S Way , o s el l , Cham ne n F ankl n , Zal kus ; Lt . Bowm n a d
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F/ S , Lof t i , Wakem d Cal and er (R F)
, Corbi t t ; Lt . Sc . .

i dt and

P/ 0 Mobs by (R AF)
, B r l ox , Cook an d Wa1 c e , St ra t t on ; Lt . Jo hn on and

F/ S acki e ( F)
, Perk i ns d Al l en (RA ') , Eagl e ; Lt Po e d F/ S

Jarret, Par ue, artlett and Black( F).
At Cook own Lts. Noe ke

and o an became stuck in the mud nd the rest of the fli ht pro-

ceeded without them. E ch loaded up with 12-hu dred pound bombs

th fli t made its run on S lam ua, N G ea at 13000 feet. 1

bo bs were dropped the ta et a ea and a large explosivn and

1f i r e 00 f e et di a s t er r e sul t ed . D m ge t o t he ene s t a l l a i ons

was e s t at e d a s be i g ve ry he a . T ere wa s no att empt at i t e

c ept i on by enemy f ht er s and no A A was obs erv ed . Th s f l i t

retur ed to Cr. rter Towera on the 17th.

J e 2 5t h Lt . Sch i dt a l P 0 F . T. l ob s by (RAAF)
, T/ S t . l ow,

Cp s. Wal ace a d Cook, Stratton ; Lts. Jo nson an Jones, Pardue,

Perkins, and Al en(R F)
,
Chesson to Por Ioresby. At 21 0 g Schmidt

and crew bombed al: aua with h dred pound demolition ba bs an d

four-hundred ound o 1 ncendiar cluster bombs, Sev n of the de

lition bombs were dropped from 000 feet, then a low run was ade at

400 feet to drop the clusters which do not have the tra ectory of a

normal hundred po nd bom . Houses and other buildings were straf d

on t h i s r un . Lt . Johns on at t ack ed at 220 0 K dr oppi g 8- 10 0 l b .

demolitions. T en he dropped his fo cluster bombs fro 2004 feet

d ma e a l ow r u _ st raf f i n.g a d s i l enc g a A/ A ach ne gun ne s t .

a craft returned to Charters Towers the ne day.
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Just returned from leave, on June 30th Lt. Rose a crew set ont

in "490", the J nx sh p- three returns i three tries- le ding Lt.

iller and F S Durn, o , Small,
Goodma , and Green; Lts, Bo an and

Chat t , Age e , ra kem, C l nder (RAAF )
, Go rt on , and S t . 0 ' Conne l ,

photo rapher. The light refueled at Cookt wn and sh rtly fter take

of f Lt . Ro s e ' s r i ght en i ne cut out r e peat edl y and he wa s f orced t o

ret ur n t o Cookt own a d C. T. Lt . Bow . n nd Mi l l e r , wi t h t wo s hi ps of

t he 13t h Sqd n . Led b v Capt T. P. Ge rr i t y ombed Lae , 1ew G..
i ea at

C53C . The,y were reeted wi .h ver hea y and very accurate A/A

f i re and f or ced t o go l ow be caus e of p oor vi s i bi l i t y i l l er s u f e red

a direct it bq a light A/A shell .ich passed thrrugh his open bomb

bay door , i t h n s x n che s o f a hund^e pound bomb . The hea vy A/ A

f i re c ame r i ac i pal y f rom t wo c r i s e r s i n t h e ha r bo :r but be caus e o f

the relatively im tent bomb load ng - 100 lb, demolition and oil

bombs- it was neces ary to le-ve t em unscathed. However,
Lt. II ller's

o b rdier threw off two bombs at the cruiser before d oppi the rest

A A A e t s eo f h i s bo bs .n t ,e d s pe r s al ar a . l t hough d nag d by / f i r he

s hi s re u ned t o t he i r b s e saf e l y t he nex t d ay .

J ul y l s t Lt . Jo hns on wi th F/ S Hawt er , Lt . Ar t e r , navi g at c r ,

Perk ns and A1 en , Lo t i n a d Zukus l e f t C. T. l e adi ng a f l h t of P- 3 9s

to Port Moresby via Cairns, orne Island.

J n 1y 3 r d Lt . Sc mi dt and Ma b by c t he i r ame cr ew, Lt . Noe l ke -

and F/ S a , Ti mbe rl ade , Champa ne and Fr nkl i n , H l ; Lt . Po i re and

Sm l l wood , Har e l l , art l et t a d Bl a ek ( F) and li l s on ; t h t r ee

s hi ps f rom t he 13 t und er Cap . G r i t y went t o Por t ior es b i n

preparation fcr a very large Ju y th celebration over La .
At P.M.
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Jo son was al so l oaded wi t h bcmbs .

In a seri s of early m rning attacks ( ndividual), each of the

c r ews dr opre l 7- 2 0 l b , bombs de l sy ed b- B hour s a d one- 300 l b .

nstantan.eous
bo b. However, their tareets varied as Lt. Johnson s

bl e t o reach L .e be aus e o f bad we at he r . He at t acked - bo bed nd

straffed - alamana. Lts. Schmidt, Noelke, nd Poire bombed Lae at

30 ut e i nt e val s f rom 4 500 f e e t . A/ A op os i t i on v i ed f rom l i t

nac ne g n fire to heavy A/A but no ships were da aged.

,At 1 00 K on t he 4t s eve n s h ps f l i ng an eche l o o f V s wi t h

Lt. Johnson in the diamond on the second ele e t attacked L e at 15 0

f e et . E c h dr opped 1 - 100 l b de ol i t i on s t ant aneous bo bs i n h e

dispersa ea and o the run y. Heavy but very i accurate A A as

s e en bnt no s hi p wa s ev en o ' t ed by t hi s f i e . The i g wa s a t t acked

by f o ur pa t r ol l i ng "Ze ro " f i ght er s as t he made t he i r bo mb g n .

Therefore a soon as the bombs we e dropped the f i t turned dow the

coa st , whe reupon he s econd el ement wa s l e f t behi nd a d t h e Z ros

concentrated the r attaek on this fl g .t. Sehmidt then dove the flight

at 300 P to ea level a d lev led out at 25 feet above the ater.

Schmi dt t hought t hat he wa s a s l ow a he po s s l y co ul d ge but on

ve s t i gat i cn f o und t h at J ohns on ' s t urr et as out a nd t ha t he had

s ki dded up unde r: e at h hi m f o r prot ect i on . Poi r e a d Loel ke c l ai

Jo ns n ' s props we r•e ac t ua l l y t hrowi g s al t wat e apr ay he a s so l ow.

One Ze ro a t t ack i ng f r om t he r ear wa s s e n t o cr as h f l a me s i n t h e s ea ,

shot do by Cp1. Coa . S . rlow aet one Zero, attacking from

n ront , a f i re a d a r ear nne r saw i t s mok n g a s i t f l s hed p s t - a
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probabl e . hi s f l '_g observe d al l t he Zero s eng nes t o b° smoking

at 50 f e et o I l ed ov e on i s back t o f r e t hen r ol l ed out , l l

t he f l i gh t r et urned s af e l y su f f e r i n g s l i :a damag e t o ai rcra f t .

Lt. Pcire received a 20 MM she11 direct it i
.
his ight engi e but

al t hough d m ged t he e n n e c ont nued t o oper at e t h onl s l i ght

l os s of po e r . Al s o f r om an a t ,̀a k f rom t he r ear Lt . Poi re had a

p rt oi a . 303 m:c i ne un bul et penet ra t e a r ib of hi a canopy d

s l a p h on t e t o p o t he h e a :i an d
.

t he n d e nt h i s d a hbo a r d . Po i r e

s a s t r s f o r a out 3 0 s e c o n i s b ut i he bul l e t d i d n t b r e a k t e s k i n

a n h e e l7 1 c nt. u l o f t e s h p f t e r a f ew s e c or d s .
( I c i d en t a l l y

Po i r c s he a d i s de f i n i t l
,y

t h e wo r l d s har de s t .
The r.e c we k he wal k e d

u de r n e a t h a pr o p b e i n l l e d t hr o u h a nd wa s kr o c ke d c ol d . O t o f

t he ho s p i t a l a f t e r a f e w ds s , e v:a s c r a k i ng a n e n e r g i e r he n i t

i c k e d b c k c r a c i r.
h

.m o n t h e h e d . No l a s t i ng e f f e c t s - us t a

black eye.
)

On Jul y 5t h Lt . R c hard R.
Bi r nn i n B i sb ne on of f i c i al r el i e

A- 2 a : d f rom unknown caus e s c ras hedfrom combat zone, was te tin an 0 n

to his death. He had flown some 14 cc bat ssions, been awarded th

Di s t ngui s hed Fl i ng Cros and t he Si ve r St a r a nd ha d 1o m 140 co bat

ho r s w t hout i u t o hi s c re . Hi s l o s s was dee pl y f e l t by t he

sqvadro n and the roup.

' July 12th L S. Rieh ds and cNut with cre started a fe y t ip

leading P-39 s to Po t Moresby via Towns•fille, C irns, an d Horne Is and.

They returned on the 13th.

Jul 19th Cap . Bender and F S Hawter a d cr led nother squadron

o P- 3 9s t o ` r sby . Lt . L 11e r and c r ew l ed a not her s q ad ror. c t he 2 t h .
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July 21st Lt. Johnson a d erew Lt. Sch idt an crew flew tv

Port Moresby n prep ration for a r i , These ships were attached to

a flig t of four from the 13th Sq adron.
L aded with x3 lb. demo-

lition bombs they were ordered to change thei lo ding to 6 x 0 lb.

bombs and att ck Japanese convoy land troops at u a B y and Go a

Bay , New Gui nea . y t h'e t i me t hi s had be en ne a d t he f l i ht had

esched t e location of their ta get the weather was too bad, isi-

i l i t y and c e i i ng near l y z er o and t e y we re cnabl e t o l oc at e t he

t a get at s ul ' i c i en . al t i t ude t o bomb . T' e f ol l ow ng day Lt . J ohnson

was f or ced o r et urn t o C. T. f o r m i nt ai anc e a nd Lt s . M.ll er and

Schmidt, with the 13th ship attacked ene s ipping n Holnicote B y

a t C 1 5 K. Eac 1 s i p d r epr ed x 3 00 l bs , bombs f r om 7 00 f e et but no

hits were scored. T e eat er was sti ver bad a it was ossible

t o m ke an a s s e s sment o t he enemy f o rce s . Aga on t he 2 d Lt s .

Mi l l er and Sc.
h dt a t t e pt ed t o a t a ck t he eonvcy of f na but i t was

obscured by bad weather and an attack was m de on the secondary t rget

bar es on the beach• clouds evented observation of thel and i ng g ,

re s ul t s but opi i ns wer e pe s s i s t i c . The s e two cr ws e t urne d t o

Charters Towers on the 23rd.

n July 24 six crews led b or Hubbard d a compa ed b Lt .

Linn, Price, and Hoover of the 13th d , proceeded to Port Moresby.

T e crew Hubbard and Ch mbers, Neal, Hu e, a d P rsons, Nealy; Capt

Bender a d F/3 Haw er, Middleton, T ompson and Ha ilton, McBroo ;

Lt . Ros e nd W/ i l s o , Pa dv e , McNmm ara nd Gr aham, Cor bi t t ; Lt s .

Jah son an d Jones, Ag e, Perkirs,
Black, G eer., and Ch sson; Lts.
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R ch ar d s and Mc Aut t , Ayr e s Power s a r.d a r ad i s o , Gor t on ; Lt . Sch i t

P/0 Mobsby, arlow , Covk and Wallace d rnes.

T i s f l i ht of -2 5s wa s or de r ed t o Por t or e s by cn s t r_dby or d er s

pr es uma b y t o a t t a ck f ur t he r en e _ co oy s at una a ad Gona , 1ew Gui n a .

Lt . J ohn son , f l i n g a j o r Hubb ar d ' s a p l a ne wa s or der e d t o bo b una

Bay a r ea bet :e n 11 :00 a .n d 12 : 0 K t o ha r as s J ana r.e s e f or ce s t h e r e .

At 11 :00 8 x 300 1b . d e: ol i t i on bomb s we r e d r o ed ba t ob s e r v a t i n

wa s ob s c :r ed by b a d wea t her . T i s al s o pr event ed f u r t h e r n i g ht r a i d s
-

l- Lt . ch i d t a nd Ca t . B d e r .

At 0600 K, on t he 2 5t h , Lt . Li nn of t h Th i r t e nt a l on e r econno-

itered the una-G na area f r forty-five minutes, reported n l enemy

ai r c r a f t , n i l 9 i }t : , t O 1 5 K, e i g ht s h,i p s l ed by j o r Hub ba r d

c i r c l ed Buna - G na a r e a s ea r chi ng f or s hi ppi g t a r ge t s . None b e n g

av a i l ab l , t e f l i gh: s udd en l y b e c ame d i s or ga i zed by a vi ol ent t r n

a s t he l ead e r s t a r t ed t o mak e a b cmbi n g r un on Gona i s si on . Lt . Ros e

was left a mile behi d the rest of the formation, one half mile beh nd

R hards Havin seen no enem .rcra
ft a run was started thisLt, ic . g y

d i s or n i z ed a nn e r . Sudc en l y t he f l i h t wa s a t ck ed wi t h ou t war r. g

by t en t t wel ve Ze r os . omb we r e q ui c ! v s a l voed and a n e ch e l on o

d i a nd s wa s f or me d Lt . Ro s e a nd Sch m d t b pi ng t h e d i a mo d po n t s of

one a nd t wo f l i r r e s pe c i v e l y . T en f or f f t een i nut es a r unr:i n g

f i ght wa s c a_r r ed on . T r ee e c t i r o nt l a t t ck s wer e mad e and co

pleted by Zeros flyin t rough the fcrmation, below Hubbard d over

Ros e . On e Zer o wa s t ur ne d n t o whi l e cha nd e l l g up f or a f r ant 1

a t t a ck a r:d cn s s i g hi s f s t sho t , l ooped ov er t he f or a t i on a nd came
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do n f i g on t he econd el ement . o dama ge as s f f er ed f r om t he

frontal but three s ips were severly d sa ed by Zeros d vi g from the

rear quarter,
firing in vert cal rolls then complet .ng an I melm n

and f i r i n, at s hi ps n t he ot he r el ement . e Zero wa s c aught P t

f oot ed by Cpl . c a a ra s i t t i g d ec t l y be h nd t he t a i l of Lt . Ros e ' s

ship. This shir was nulverized by fifty c libre fire a definitely

crashed. Two other Zeros definitely cras ed and two probables were

1 med . Lt . Ro s e ' s s hi p suf f e r ed s ev e re d a e f rom a 20c cannon

sh el l whi ch ent er e d hi s l e f t i ncoard .ap cut t ng t wo con t rol e s

a d p e r e i ng t e ga s t nk .
(The gas o i ne bu e d unt i l t he t s e l

c ut o f f t he ppl t o t he .
) Thre e t aril cs we re hol ed , one pr op

b l ade wa s hol ed , and t h bo bay s u f er d f i f t e en t o t went y i ng

hi t s cu t t ng ai eron t r i t a b c abl e s . Lt . R c har d s hi p l a d ed wi h

tvo flat tires, o ygen supply punctured, nacelle door braces shot n

t wo , and a 20 c n o s he l l hol e i n t he r i ght eng i ne . L . Schmi d s

s h p re ce i ved a 20 m canron s he h i n t he r ght eng i ne whi ch e l oded i
agai r t t h e f i r e wa l l br eaki g an o i l l i ne a nd he l ded i t h v er

l ow oi l pr es s e . Thi s shi p ' s e l ec t r i cal s s t e m had gon e out nd t

s as de ens e l e s s as t ai l end char l i e .

Re t urn g t o Por t Mo r es by , t he f l i t f ou l t . Ros e ' s shi p t o be

ns e r vi c e abl e s o h d ep r t ed t o C art er s To er s af t e r mi nor ai nt a nance .

Lt . Ri chards de p t ed t o Ho n I s l and when bo t h of hi s whee l s had been

changed . Lt . Schmi dt ' s oi l l i ne a d el ec t ri eal s y s t em were re pai ed

and after bombing up another raid was attenpted but rreather tu ned the

t e flig back to Port Morseby mission com eted. .
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Jul y 26t h , Hubbar d , J ohns on , Schmi dt , Bender ; L x ar d c e of

t T r t eent h we r e or d er ed t o bomb Ga s a t a an d s t r af e f l n g b oa t s

du e t o b e on t h e wa t e r r e f ue l g t he r e . Thi s s s i on cl oe e l y a ppr oa ch ed

b e i ng a al l ou t s ui c i d e i s s i :n , f o r t hou h t had be en b o: ;b ed bef or e

b 2 5 ' s i t had s i n c e b e en kr o t o b e t oo f ar f o r a s a f e op e a i on .

'orecver ever•y pilot knew that i the m ssion were carried out nd the

f l i ht wa s i t e r c e ed on t h e way home t he y oul dn ' t ha v e e ou ,_
r_h ga s

t o r et ur n t o Por t or s eby . Never - t h e - l e s s t h e sh ps p e r a r ed t o

ake o f f r om Po r t ior s c and when ' o r Hubbar d was u b l e t o s t a r tJ

on e n i n e , Lt . Sc hmi dt t o k t h e l ea d . The s e f i ve a cr a f t wer e i nt e r -

c ept ed a t u a , on cou s e , by t wen t y t o t hi r y Zer o i gh t er s . Bo bs

we r e i mr.edi at e l y s a l v oed a d t h e f l ht h i g ht a i l ed f or home . Ab o t

five m nute af e turning back Lt.
Schmidt's aircraft was seen

bla ing as it left the for ation. P Mobsby was Iast seen tr ing to

ba i l o t o f t h e t o p hat ch . A f ew s e cond s l a t er C pt . Be d e ' s s i p

wa s t o bu r s t .n t o f l ames , l a e s r u nn ng o ut f r om t h e r:a g t or s

compa r t ment ba c ' t o t h e t a i l . Thi s sh p e v i d ent l y bur n ed i n t wo a s i t

wa s l as t s een s t a r t n g a _o op , Ca t Bend er an d F Sgt . Hswt e r er e

un abl e t o e t ou t t he t o p e s c ape hat ch and •rh i l e Bend e r wai t ed f or

H rt e r t o o ou h e b ot t om t h e t a i l evi d ent l y bur ned of f and t he r.l an e

wen t i nt o a v i ol en t s p n . Bender as t r wn f o r ar d a wai t e d f o r

the crash vrhen the plane exploded. F d himsel in mid air he ulled

his r p cord and lan ed safely. Both gunners parachuted safely but

it is assumed th t S . Ha ilton, RA F , ,as captured as S . T orpson

l a nded on l y a bou t a mi l e f r om J ap n es e f o a r d pat r ol s . Capt . Bend er

s f e r ed f r a g wounds i n on e f oot a nd t h ot h er a k
_ e ra s br ok en on
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l and i g. The r e st of t h e cr ew we re ki l l ed , Capt , Bender ar S t .

Thomp s on r e t ur ned t o Por t or e s by a f t e r ee mor e eek s i n ew ui nea ,

Ca pt . end er b e i n g c a r r i e d n a mak e hi f t l i t t e r by Ne ( i e a n a t i v e s .

Lt . P i c e l e f t t he f or m t i on vh e n a t a ck ed a nd dod ged n t o some c l oud a

es cap i ng t he f i t . Lt s . n an d J o n s on co r.t i nu ed t h e nn .ng f i ght

t o Mor es b c a .
l i ng f o r pu r s u i t a s s i s t n ce w + c h n eve r ca me . Cpl .

Perkin's turret was h t by a 20 can on she l nd he was temporarily

knoc k ed un con s c u.s . Sgt . Bl ack r ep .a ced hi , unt l h r et t r n d t a

con s c ou sn es s , an d r e t ur n ed t o hi s pos t . The nn i : f i ght c on t i nued

t o wi t hi t en mi n ut es of 'or e by wh n al l bu t s of t h e Zer os t ur n° d

b a ck . Lt . L II ' 9 f ee d i n g a ur i t : on f r orr, hi s r i ht n t o h l e f t u ,

cov er s d t h e t s i p a s be s t as po s s i bl e ; on y an e gun f i r ed ot t of

f our t ur r e t s . Reac h g Mor s eby , L n c i r c l ed t he f i e l d whi l e J oh s on

l and ed , hi s s hi p bu i ng f ro a ga s ol h t l ea ked t hr :u gh ho e s i n

hi s ga s t nk s i l e t he s x Zer os co nt i nued t o a t t a c 'dohns cn un t i l h e

l and ed . Lt . J o hn son s sh i p wa s j u st a s i ev e ; t h r ee t ank s ol ed , t op

t ur r e t s ha t away , and w ds h i e l d s pl i n t e r ed cu t i ng hi s f a ce l i ght l y .

Lts.
Sch dt and Johnson and Capt. Bender and their three crews were

r econ ended f c r t .e Di st i n i s hec Ser vi ce Cr os s .

The Nin tieth received two new crews cemposed of Lts. Christia sen,

Clarke,
Hosbach, Nau n , Willia s, and Rarson, and S/Sgt. Rutledge,

Cpls.

Camer on nd Z c k , and Pv s . B r ne s , Ha k i n , a nd a ni r g , on t he 27t h

of J y ,

n Au gus t 5t h , t he f ol l ow ng f ©u r c r e s d e par t ed r or Por t or es by :

Ma j or Hub bar d , W 0 Wi l s n , Iea l , Hume a d Pa r s on s , Land er s ri t h Col Da s
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and Ma or G nn p ssengers; Lts. Ncelke a d Glov r, T rlake, Sma

and Ca der , Gi b s on , and Lt . Chr i s t i an s en pa s s en ger ; Lt s . J ohns on

ar d Gh a t t , Br own , cNam r a , Al l en an d Gr eene , an Lt . Smal l pa s s n ger ;

Lt s . J on e s and I ut t , Dut r aw, Fan t a , and Ga n e , d S t, . D hon ,

t i r t eent h en g n ee r u si ng a Thi t een t h s h i p , Fi v e a r p l a n e s f r am t h e

Th teenth were attached to this flight wrose r sion was, by its

oper a t i on i s t I e a d Sa l amua , t o di v e r t t h e J aps f m m t e t . S,

Na^ine lan g at G dalcan l, on A ust 7th.

On Augu s t 6t h , t he s e ou r a i r c r a f t a t t a ^ked t h e r un ay n d t h e

d persal area at Sala.aua New Guinea. The run was made at 000

f e e t and Lt . J on e s d r app ed e i g ht - t hr e hund r ed pound bomb s ea ch . A
.
1

bonbs f e l l i n t he t a r e t a r a . T er e was nc n t e r c e pt on a d A A wa s

l i ght a d v er y i n ac cu r a t . i den t l y t he J ap s h ad wi t hd r awn a l ai r

c r a f t pr e ou s l f o r n o a ct i v t y wa s s een .

At 1030 Au u s t t h , t hi s f i gh t a i n a t t a ck ed Sa ua e c h

dr : r g t wo- one t ho s a d pou d bo r s : 11 , e . 1 bo b s

were well in ths target area; the runway and the dispersal areas and

appa r en t l y a f u el du p was hi t a s b l ck s ok e wa s s ee n . Aga i n t h e r e

was no terc ption, a d lthough A A opposition was heavy it w s

v i
.acc rate.

Au st rd, Captain T.P. Gerrit assumed conmand of the Ninetieth

.ce o r bba d r el i e ved an d a pp oi nt ed Gr oup Op er a t o r,s Of f i c er .

Shar t l y a t e r a s s u g co m and , Capt . Ge r r t y l d t h e f o l l o i g

r ews on a mi s s i on t o Por Mor s eby : . Gapt . Ge r r i t y an d Lt . S l l wood ,

Loft , Cha pag e and Frankl , •L allen; Lts. S a l and Hawki s, T Sg

S er , T Sgt . Nor t on , . S t Sac Fs on , C l . Gor t on ; Lt s . Ch r i s t i an s en
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and Hosbach, Agee, Biddle a d Graham ,
Stratton; Lts. Richards and .

NcNut t , Ayr e s , D.W. McGi l and
. ck , S t s , Gr e en a d Lee . Lt , i char ds

was forced to return due to engine trouble.

At 170 5 on t he 2 5t h , Capt . Ge r r i t y nd Lt . Smal l ` r : ed t o bo b t he

J a t an e s e i nva s i on f c r c e a t l ne Ba y bu wer e f or ced t o re t u rn .
t o Po

N
.or s e y b ec au e of ve r y b ad ea t he r . At 0620 g on t he 2 t h , Capt .

Ge r r i t • a t t e r.pt ed t o bo b t he s a me t a r ge t b
.
t r epo ed n l s i ght n g s

after a forty-five inut se rch hrough t e bad weather. At 1220 K

on t he 26t h Ca t . Ge r r i y a t t emnt e t o at t ac k aga i n b ut r et ur n ed du e
, P

to engine trouble. Lt. Christia sen and crew, fail ng to loc _
te the

en errv t a s k "o r c e , d r pp ed f i e - f i v e undr ed ound bcmb s i n a na t i ve

v i l a g e one hundr ed y ds f om t e co a t s t a i ng a l a •ge f : el f i r - .

o tran spo s were seen beached, decks a.
fire; there w s no A A or

a oppos i t i on .

t 0 Z o t h e 2bt h , Lt . S :a l l and cr e at t empt ed t o a t t ack t h e

s a r_e t a r get b ut wer e unab l e t o l c t e t he t a r ge t du e t o b :d wea t r,er

al t hough co nt i nu ou s a t t ot s we r e :ad e f o r a hou r .

Dur i n g t he f i r s t p r t ofS ept emb er t h e s quad n r e ce .v ed t hi t ee .

co rpl e t e c r ews , t we l v e new B 2 5D' s . e s e pi ot s h ad j us t gr a dua t ed

f r om f l i n g s c hool i n J ul y nd had no t a c t i c a l t r a n i _g . Ca pt . h ea r er

a s s med pos i t i on as Ope r a t i on s Of f i c er an d an r.t ens i v e t i n i g s ch ed ul e

•:a s :.n
i t i a t e d . Cap t . Shea r e r wa s r epl a c d b L` . Di ck i r son an d Shear e r

was transferred to Group I tel igence.

Sept. 1$,
Lt. ller, Lt. Parry,

Lt. Waltz,
S/Sgt. Brow , S/Sgt

Sna l , Sgt . Ca l l a d er ( )
, an d S/ S . Che s 9on l e f t f or Towns l l e
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shi p o . 1- 12 19 wher e t hey pi cked up f ourt een P- 0 s l ed by

a cr Gresne. They flex direct to Coen, refueled and c oceeded o

Port or s eby , l a nd g at Seve n e dro e . Capt . Young c a ?l ed t hem

over to K a la to do some reconnaissance work. Learn ng that

t hey had more es co rt wor k t o do t hey er e r e l eas ed a nd proc eeded t o

To sv i e , but due t o dar l e s s and ba d weat her t he y s t ay ed al l ni t

at Cairns. They sta ed To nsville the r.e
day and left the

f o l o i g day wi t h 12 P- 0 s l d by . o r c e i gh . oc eeded t o

Port Morseby by way of Coen. Stayed with the S th that ni ht. ad

an air raid at 193 K t en heard the usual late threa ahots. eft the

f ol l ow ng mor ni g wi t h 18 P- Ds o f 5qua r n eader us cot t f r om

Fal l Ri ver . S L Trus c ot t r ode t e B- 2 5 an d l ept •a l of t he t ri p,

Port Mor s eby t o Horne I s l a d t o Cai r ns t o Tcw s v i l l e . Ti i s c r ew

r et v ne d t o Chart er Tower s t e 2 t l: of Sept e ber .

Se pt . l t h Lt . an and t he f ol l awi n cr Lt . Cas t e l l i , Lt .
,

Pu ne , S/ Sgt . Ag ee , S/ Sg+. P er s , Sgt . Ga me ( AAF )
, and S t . Hal l

l e f t Char t er s Tower s f or To ns v l l e . The y st ay ed ove r i To ms v i l l e

f or t wo n i h s and t en ook of f f rom Ros e .v er wi t h t e l v e P- ,

t he 3 5t h qua ro n , t o pro c e d t o Po rt i•:or ° eb • v i a Coen . T e Nav i
. at or

.n oi ot t .ng t he c ur s e r ade a 2 degre e e r or . Af t e r appr ox mat,el v

t wo hour of f l i g ov e r u.n
f am l i 3r err i t o r , c a e out on t he we s t .

coas t of t he Aus t r ai l a n Penni ns u ! a . T e pi l ot as i n ruct ed by t he

navigator to turn left. He kept turning left until h aded d e sGUth,

t i l l t he .
l: d wa s o n t he l ef t . I f t hey had r i v ed at t e i r de s t na-

tion tney should have been going due north with the lard on the left.
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After lqir.g t is headi g about forty utes, the pursuits had onlv

about thirty utes gas left. The navigator had realized h .s m stake

and ob t a n ed a b e ar i ng o:.
Co ok t o m, we t u •n ed ar i f l e r d e e as t

t owa r d Cookt o m . Af t e r bout t er. r ut e s we s i ht ed a sm l l eme r en c y

a ndi r g f i e l d u s ed b y t he Au s i e Ti e r ot h . s pi t e of t he s ho t

r u : ay a l m na ged t o l a d s a : e y . Af t e r t he pe l e a t t he r n ch

hou s e had got t en ov =:r t ' e i r f r h t , c aus ed b r t he s np s t on t h at

t h e s hi
..s we .•e a^ ar.e s e , t h e ; r e t nr n ed a nd s er v d t e c r ews a de l i ght -

f ul l unch.

Wi t h t he ga s d r a ed f r o t h e hi s enou h f ue l as obt a ned f or

° :;e - 5 d 2 P- 0 ' t o mak e Coe n . T e P- 0 ' s t o ok o f f f .r st a d

b r e l y ma a e d t o e l ea r t h e t r e es a t t h e end of t h e r unway , t .e p l l i g

5 che s of in e r cur y at 3 2 , 00 R. P . i, t Yri t h ?0 d egr e e f l a ps t he

B- 25 made a su c ce s sf ul t a k eof f . Ar r i v a t Coen a DC- w l a de

.t
h d r s of ga s ol i n e a d r e s e r v ced t h e r ema n i . ,

P- 0 s . ea nwhi l e

t he B- 2 5 en t t o Ca i r s a a. .t
i n i r o r:a t on on t e 36t 1: Squ d r on .

They we r e j o i n ed he r e by t he P- 0 s :: r o c ee ded t o even li l e D ome ,

or s eby . Tne - 2 5 pr o c eed d t o Ki l a Y l a a d l a d d .

They s pent t h e ni gh a t I i l a Ki a an d r e u :e t o Coen on t he

?3 d wh r e t i ey •i ck ea up s ome r o e P s ' - e 36t h quad r on and

r e t u n d t o r s e by . pe nt t he n i h t a t Ki l a Ki l a nd d el i v e r ed

supplies to the Aussie co mandoes ne r ' u cn the th, ft

Ki l a Ki l a t o c i r c l e t he B oy at i or s eby b u P- 40s f i l ed t o a ppea r s o

p r oc ee ded t o e r e eb a , du e t o en i ne t r o•ac l e , an d s p e: t t h e ni ght .

Re t u r n ed d r ee t t o C..a r t er s Towe r s on t he 2 t h .
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(The quadron Diary has been kept up to Sept 8th by Lt. Rose

but , a s of Nov e b er t he s i xt h , Cs p . os e ( pr o ot ed t o t h i s r a k

ov 1) was transferred to the States for service i a train ng it-

Lt . G. K, M Coun , no: t a ke s o er .
)

Se pt 19t h- hor e ope r t i n a l t r a n i n g . , n t e or ni ng t . Pl t t ,

Lt . Ye : ge . Lt . J oh on , Lt . ' ou , Lt Pr e y , L , Cr os '
.
i t e an Lt .

I n r a ew f mat i on on t h wi n gs of Aia Ga r •i t y , Lt , Di cl i r.s ar. , nd

Lt . Po e . Acc om a ny n t he s e n eo ph t e s :• r e ol d e r a d s e s on ed c n at

lads w o flew on the ri ht side a d a e out suc ointers as "lessg P

throttle stra gul tion"...
"keep it back, dont scare ther" etc...

Lt . R cha d , Lt J ohn s on , W. R. , Lt o a , Lt . Noe l ke , Lt . Ro s e , Lt .

er an t ers re the in ructors, so to speak... A-20 's rut on

a s i mu t ed r ont a l a t t ac k t at ra s g]
.or i ous si g ht t o b ehol d .

At ni ht , t he b y s t ook n a a de l i r:e Car ol mcv i e i n t own , a d

after sighi the selves back to bed, went arou d camp for days fter

: t h a r o ant i c a i r of s e ? f •-s a t i s f a c t i an t ha t woul h cv c s h r ed n

p n ci l u s h er do m Br i sb s ne or Si dn e .

Sept 20- Capt Shirer, Operat on ficer, was on the neck of some

of t h e boy s t oda f or m.a ki n g t h e i t e r va l b e t wee n t e i r l a d gs

(f or mat i on wor ) t oo gr ea t . . . The wo r k u p i n t h e a i r , c on s i d er g t he

hour s f 1 c :n by t l e e ne f e l l ows , •:-:s su per b .

The m,o qui t o wer e t e r r i c a t n g ht . . .

Sept 21- Capt G :rity, our C0, gava us the trials a d tr?bula-

t i on s of t he 3d b Gr ou p a t n t e l l i en ce Nee t n g i n t e r..c _r,i .

I t w a t e l -r i d ea a s t :e new boy s now b egan t o s e t h e r d ,a pe ,

t e c ompl e t e and ut t e r con f us i on c f t h e Ar y i r_ t h e ea r l
. s g s f

t he Pa ci i c l 'a r .
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t el i i genc e sho •s t h t t he Ni n get t i ng hi s t ni p d i n t he

dr i v e ov er t he O ren St l ey R nge . . may b a t urnabout n w. . . " d t e l l

of tlme".

Sept 2?- tabacco is sue and the boys were in line before ds.y reak...

Sgt Neal, Sgt Co and and Sgt Pardue we~e holding d wn t e l a end for

hours...

Form t i or. f l y ng n t e morni ng .
Lt Hu hes , no 3

_n t he l s t

e l ement ke pt f al l i ng out of f o r t i on d bo t t l i g up t he re s t .
"Co nt "

Schierloh got a w ng n t x ing back to the li •e.. nd a subsequent

nai l i .g by Capt C rr i t y . . .

A big battle in si ht in the Solorons.. Stalin rsd being hotly

contested by the Jerrie and Russ... hings in gener look b d for the

ank all the way around...but that is when we do our best...

At night Col )avies, oup C0, ave a party at the Officers Club

t own f o r t he n w f e l l c rs . . . e ryone t urned out nd t he scc i 1

soiree was a great succ°ss... ebon ir, s ashbuclling "Chuek" How

r ema rked , bet een he s et ps , t a t i e c ou d al o s t i m:g n e he

wa s back i n t he "Co can ut Grove " i n Cal l y f aorni a . . , a y c un ba r ai d ,

T e] Brown, created quits a sens tion end w s he joy a d deli rt

of t he s t a g l .ne . . . . The us ua l f l ock of wol ve s we e out and .h e part y

really :ent off well.

Sep 24- Ni ght f l i r.g f or t l e new bo ys , wi t h an ol d •a nd on t he

right.. etty o d practice....

A ship from the 8th o b Group at Breddon Wcods buzzed toc low

t oday and cr ac ked up out h of t he f i e d w t h al l me l i l l ed . .
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Se pt 2 Lt . Ros e g ave a l e c t e i n t e rr r n i r g about :he pr o s

d c s of t h J ap Zer o . , mo s t l y cons . . . . Soms of i s s t r e s of t h e

e s ca pe o f "Red " J o s o an d Lt . Sch dt d ot h er s wer e f u e l f or

t ho -g ht . . . . t Noe l ke ga v e a l ec t ur e on e at he r a d got s o wo r ked up

t ha t a t t he n d he e r e l k e pt r e pe at g , "Ke ep ou t of al l c l oud s

in New Gu nea"... ood advice as we s later....

Lt i ler, in the afternoon, led a 6 shi form tion in "Javel n

Down " f or t i or.. . . As Sgt "Tob " T c k e r , of t h e Eng i n e e r i ng Dep - t ment ,

ut it.
"I tho t thev :as b rds until I he rd tho roar"....P

Sept 26- T Sgt Ki r by Nea l g v e poi nt e s t o s v e •a l
. p i l t s i n t he

orning bout the use of the PDI...lve l, the re cipient of the DSC,

DFC, Silver Star, O k Leaf Cluster, and the Purple eart, is robably

t he b e s t bomb a d i e r t o h t t h e 3d Bo b Gr cv p n a y a moon . . . . .

I s t r en t f l y i ng i t h e f t e r noon . .

Sept 2?- engi n e c .ng e s on h e l n e b S t Che s s on ,
"Red s "

f ous cre chief, was me ty stuff to ratch... gt Green assisted...

Sgt Gi b s on wa s a l s o u p t o hi s ne ck i n g r e e on " T e E l y rd ". . . .

Sept ?_8- Lt . Ti i n l ea d Lt Pl t t nd Lt N Co . n i n go od f o r ma t i on

i n t h e a f t e r n oon . . . . omb a r d i e r s V7i 1 1i ms n Ca l k i ns t e s t i ° i ed f o r

t h at s t he ha t h e r e s yui r rr ng a s t e y w t ched c oun an '. Pl a t t

f i ght f or t he honor of s ee i n ho ou l d pok e t e i r w n g i t o Ti l i n ' s

wi n do r t he f u he st . . . . ,

Seot 29- Steak Fry at night... Col Davies and : ubbard present ...

s t e ak s de l i c ou s i f s o e r a t ha r d on t e e e s . . . . "Red " J ohn s on a nd

Ca "Doc" Gi lmore wh:le r .mbl
ing on bc various Gnd s nd prob-

l ems of ou r ad i s t r a t i on , t , t o put i t .d l y , d wel l l i t . . . .

T IS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E 12958



T IS PAGE DECLASSIFIED I W E 12958

61

Red u_r r i edl y excuses hi sel f and appear 5 nut e s l at er dr ag i g poor

Nael k e f r cm hi s b ed w er e he pr oce ed s t ut on a si m l -_t ed f r .n t l

a t t a ck on t e f l co r . . . . A'oe l k e an d Red er e r ough i r.g
i t f o r hour s , al l

t he hi l e Poor Noel ke k e pt t r y i ng t o r un b ck t o be d , and a r ed ,

hairy a ould gr b him and ^ull hi b ck on t e dirt.... inally,

Noelke's screa of utter de pair brought Sir Gall ahad, in the farm

of Bow.m , f r o m t he n e ar by cr a p abl e , d t h e f i g ht wa s br vk er. up . . .

but t he boy s had a good l augh w' i 1e i t l a s t ed . . . .

Sept 30- ni appenings and nil si hting....

Oct 1- 1 ship for ation led over CT by Capt Garrity...ve y

i pr es s i v e . . . , el ement l es de r s wer e Lt ? i ml i n , Lt Red J ohn son , Lt

Richards, while Keeler brovght up t e rear...

Lecture aft, under a boil ng sun, on gas att ck...

Oct ship bo bin of the rock of To s le tod y... t

R cha ds, Lt Hughes, d Lt andy.....

Li s t u p a t i ght o f t l: e ne : co b t t e c . . . . t •o pi l ot s r one

co-pilot assigned to each ship....

Oct 3- Aussie lads push n the Nips back over the Gap into

akoda,., ost hearten g..

Ca p a .n
Ga r •i t y d e a j o r t oda y , . . . . t l k ed t o s ome of u s i

the "RUE O " n the afternoon about the at n Ca pai ... he lack

of any decent leadership, of any organi ed scheme at the time....

of several of our high rankers who sacrificed men for furniture •hen

comi g out by planes....fun y how we, as people in the U A a nth

a o, ne er realized a particle of th s......
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Oct - lovely, lesr blue days.., a slight chill at night

when the sun goes do n...quiet ard peacefulness of the c . p arsa..

" l r" the •Wallaby thrashin aro nd in rubbish heaps...the
"p n -

ping" of the pi pong ball, ways use over at the " UE OM"...

oceasional laugh by Lt Flores, al ays loating over the e rly

summer bre e e . . . an enl i t ed m pl ay _g an ac c ordi an •i t h gr ea t

accomplish
•
a nearhy tent..t e rattle of some dice over t the

NCO Club....this ca t ast too long...

Oct 5-- or OTU trainin all d ...bom rdiers bein checkedS

bp Sg Neal d Sgt Pa rdue . . . gt "J mmi e " Hu e a nd S Thomps on

checking the g r.ers....the
R AF boys, aur bes lower n ers, beatin

out code to the new R dio nners.... t G w e and S All n super-

v i s i r g . . . . .

Oct - - ap s act i v e ov er u a , d muc h s hi r p g s c ome i n ,

s o I nt e l i ence s ays . . . l ew bo b
. g r ns ov er To ns vi l e aga . . .

Red J hnson, our most successful pi ot, leadi g..,

At night, Lt M Coun, Lt Ho back, a d Lt Schierloh told to pack

up and be r eady t o l eave or ort ore s by ear l y i n I . . . . .

Oct 7- 3 0th ships d 12 13th ships to k off at 3 AM.,,
Lt cCo n

and Lt Ho e h d 449 w th Sgt Chesson an d Green as crew/chiefs...

Sgt Hume and S Parsons as gunrers.. t Williams a bombardier....

trin up unev ntful d arrived in a low-ba ked fog at 6:30 AM nd

landed at 17 ile Field....

ct 8- The 13 h s ent out 3 s hi •s o r econnoi t e r , , t he y dm pped

sever 00 pounders on the Gona w eck be ore they reali ed it as

a wreck...
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A 5t h col um scare at i ght got t he boys put t ng l o ded pi s t ol s

under pillows..

Oct 9- Al l pl anes a t 17 P l e f i el d t ook t o t he a i r f ar an l -

aut raid on I e... esu-fighters goi g fir t folla ed by A-20 , then

the 15 -z5 s and then the -26 ......... ighter protect on above...

tha' rd knows, we never aw them.... t. Ric a ds, who also ade

t he t r i p t o or e sby , l e d t he 3 el ement of c oun , Schi er l o h

and Hasback.... he target was bombed at 9 feet a d severe but

accurate ack ack s met....for ma y t is as their first ti e

under f i r e . . , , k ow t hat y f i r s t t h ught a s ; "Cut i t out ou

bastards, re you trying to kill me????"...... ircled I e and back

via Wau... nternational N ws Reporters, A sociated Press, etc,

i nt er roga t ed us r or t e paper s ba ck ho e . . . . . We a l got gr eat

publ c i t y , by t he way , due t o t hi s ra i d. . . o d kno S wh . , , . .

Oct 10- A 6 ship form tion, led by Capt P terson of t e 13th

went ov er u a i n s ea r c h of s hi ppi ng . . . t i chard s d Lt . 'onder l y ,

Lt Johnson , R. E, , d Lt cKee , Lt cCoun and Lt Hawe , d Lt chi er l a

and Lt Flores represented the 9 h..... Over B na the fligh dropped

t o 1000 ee t t o t r y d br . g o .
t any a k ack pos i t i ons , . , ni l

observation i that sector, nil shipping, so airopi Bridge, secondary

t ar e t wa s ambed at 00 0 f e e t .

0¢t 11- A ed. ecco pulled by the 13th with n observ t ns...

At Chart e r s Tower s t he f l y i n g wa s c ar r i e d on per u u- . . , a

si x s hi p f or at i on l ed by Lt . Di cki nson was a t t acked by P- 3 9 s

si ulated warfare... '
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Ma or Garrity's crpw...
L to R ,.....back-

Lt Miller, Lt Keeler,
Sgt Neal.,

front- gt Graham,
Cgt Ch mpagne,

1 Gar ity....
Ma Garrity, our GG from Aug tc Nov 19 2, Was on Bat an in the

o ni r. day s of t h e W r .
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Sg " hort y " Che s s on c rew chi e f of "Re " J ohn on ' s £a t u u o ia Fa t
Ca t ", 449 . . . , " °hor t y " w S t he r ec i p i en t of t h - i l ve r t a r by
Ylrtue af a sion with "Red"„ Ches on ws one of the be t en ineers

n t e ou t h Pa ci f i e area , . . . , Hi s s i p wi t h 3?0 ba t t l e ca rs • s t i l l
l ew a t s r ° 1 i s a i ons ove r er,emy t e r r i t r y , ,
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... e "Read ook" at 17 Mile ield... Nere, co bat cre s ould ape d lei-
sure o ents n s pping-ya s, playing cards; and here, all cre xere
briefed before go g ont on issions........... xhen ra c me, and t at as
often, here was the lone spot in the a ea to n or shelter; u less one
w ted to pick the xing o one's pla e......
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17 Mile ield, N w C i ea.., Nove ber 1911.... Native clearing the s ampl d
fl nk g the ran ay..., thia aot only g e better visibility to the pi ots, but
it helped rid the field of a pl gue ot o qnitoa..,.... Notice the "Kipling"
ZZie usziea... The xere er fris d

.y
d helped onr p lota h e er the

ca e do n in the gles,.....
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Lt Tho pson and Lt "LeftyT' In ram do some slu in in a Papu n
village .... Ae c n be s en here the. m rican soldier ot along
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3gt Samp o , Sgt Agee, 5gt Newell .... Three nners r excellence
. . . . Sgt Samps on d S t Newel l we e re com nde d f or t he s i l ve r at a r
by vi tue of their alo on a shippi raid with Lt H wkins and Lt
Solo on, when they were attacked by 10 eros and were bad y sh t up.
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Oct 12- Capt Pet er son , Lt Cl e and Lt cCour. t ook of f f o r an

ar ed recco of 3 sectors ast of PN..... Pet rs n d C1ine d to

t ur n ba ck wi t h en gi e t r oub l e bu t f a l l ow d l at e r . , . McCoun , who s e

sector was "C"
,
G s t ,

Arawe and return, found excellent visibi-

lity prevail g... Navi ator J hn Clark had ever `h ng well and...

On t h e r e t u r n t r i p a ck a ck op en ed f ro m una s o 1c oun and o bar d i e r

Wi liams after a few words made a circle, dropped to 8000 feet an d

made a 30 seconds "on course run d dropped twe 5'O pounders on

a kr o m a c k a c k po s i t i on = d n ock ed i t ou t . . , and got c r e i t f r o

Head quar t e r s f o r t he s e . . . . . j . Ev n of f a v e •ie oun a l ec t r e

on t he s u : j ec t f o r b mb i n g a r c s t i an wi t hnut per mi s s i on . . . . bu t

none too = verel .... In the afternoon Hosback failed to retu n from

the "B" sector (Arawe, Lae, na, and return).. t he had trouble

ge t t i ng ov er t he moun t a i s a d l an d ed a t Mi l e a and t h s a l l

c e ov er t h e t e l e t pe j u s t a s we ;e r e gi v i r.g up hop e f or hi a nd

his crew....

Oct 13 - Ni ha eni n s a l l da . .PP g

Oct 1 N 1 ha pen ngs encore une fois.... Back at Ch rters

Towers transition at night fas still goin , on... t. Poire,
Lt, M ler

ar.d Lt . Bo n n d i d mo t of t h e n s t r uc t i on . . .

Oc t 1 S- Fl i es and he t t 17 l e Fi el d b r ou ht ab out s ome

"dengie feaver".... gt. R y Green keeled over i the su a h to

be put under observ-tion....

On an a f t er noon i s s i on , t S i e r l oh a d "B" s ec t or a nd Lt

cCoun "C" sector.... The "Count" got thru and ther had trouble etting

back due to poor weather.... McCoun had th same trouble on his ...

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E 12958



T IS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E 129 S

2

he a so ran i to 10 P-39s head on l for an awful 5 seco ds or so

•thou ht them Z os....,

Oc t 1 T e cr ews o f t he 0t h al l re t urned , t h t he ex c e pt i on

of Lt Crossw ite w o had arrived the day before,... cCoun br ught

back Ca t Peterson, who, rumor has it,
1 be ou new C0, as

G rrity is goir.g
back to the States...

O 17-- iti erary of the trip North were ven to Operations,

I tell gence interragated the c mbat crews, an d exce t for this,

he da was s nt rela tiont y pe i . . . .

Sev er al Vol l ey al l ga e s vrer e s t art ed . . . t he mos t pr e s s r .g wa s

the game between F ores Neoph tes and Bow . s Veterans,. e latter

won but not v ry easily...
Smal wood, Hawk ns, Noe ke,

Arter a d

R o a de up the older te m; h e Howe, Parks, Schi rloh,
Tho pson

and chultz ade up the yearling grou .....

Oct 18- PDI runs all day.... Sgt De n, S Cowand, S t Ti berlake,

S Ayer s , S t , B l cher , Sg Nsal , Sgt Pardue , S Nai l s , Lt T vmpson,
Lt William , Lt ch ltz a d Lt. alkins all got in a crack at the

t arg et a t var i ous t e d wi t h t he exc ept on o f but a f ew runs . . .

i t •1a s d go od . . . .

ct 19- The 90th s to relieve the 1 th in sever days....

Ne s that Crosswhite d to bring : s plane in on its nose at 7 le

Fie1d... drau ic s tem ent out nd the erank cable broke when

lowering the main landing gear ,... ht s li Wa3 "Dirty irty", 26.,,

the pl ne was washed out as a res t.., Lt Werden s fly g with

h ... His crew was; Sgt Snydsr (B), S t C meron (UG), nd S

Wa ker ( )
....erg eer Sgt Ea e.,.,
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Oct 20-- nil happenings--

Oct 21- 12 s h i ps f r om t he 9 t h t ook of f f or r e sby d l and ed

four hours later in a rainstor nd found the fi ld wet a d miserable -

an d o squ i t o r i dd en . . . . Lt r a , i n # 9 , got a w ng t i p and ot

stuck the mud; an d his crew chief,
Shorty C]a sson was fit to be tied..

Oct 22- Ma Garrity,
Lellon a McCoun took cver the ar d

recco n the morning....McCoun and Garrity flew to Arawe together

and buzzed the old Nir seaplane b se there with ni observations...-
McCoun went on to Finchaven, Bu a and return ; while G rrit went to

Gas a a and return... cLellon went to a, Lae and return.....on

the return trip McCoun was fired on by ground instal ents at una...

Weat her ba d , t hus n o af t e n oon i s s i or.s . . . .

At nig t 2 Nip s i s ca e over on a nuisance raid...the searc

l i ght s caught t he m and i t wa s a r.i p an d t ck r f r om t he r eon . . . but

ney got aw y...

Oct 23 - Lt a t t , Lt J ohn s en , R. E . d Lt I i cki n or. t ook t h e

armed recco in the ornir. . Nil ob ervations...a ternoon missionsg

c al l ed of f d ue t o we t he r . . .

Oct 24- In aft, 10 ship formation took off to bomb Lae,. Capt

Pet e r s on and W C Wi l s on , Lt . mal l oo a Lt Cas t e l l i , Lt c Nu t

and Lt Pr y or , Lt Ri c h=:r d s and Lt Ke e l e r , Lt J one s an d Lt Band , Lt

Mc Coun an Lt Ho e , Lt J ohn son a d Lt Mc K e , Lt . Pl a t ± and Lt Head ,

Lt Ha k
.ns and Lt olomon, a d Lt. Crosswhite a d Lt Werden.... e

to weather that w ent up to about 30000 feet, the mo ntains could not

be cross d and the whcle formation ca e back--the ru or had it that

1 5 i p f i ght e r p l anes a t on t h e f i e l d a t L e . . . .
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Oct 25- We got a ne man i n Int el l i ence i n t he pers n of Lt John

W i t e of t he . L F . , , , Jo n ha s e en t wo y s r s s erv i ce i n t he ddl e

ast, been ou ded, a d was well-received by the lads of the 90th,,,.

Capt Herbert, ou Intelligence he d , worked n conju ction with h

on a11 work....

Lt Schi e r l oh depar t ed f o r CT t oday wi t h c oun s pl an e , wt• l e

cCoun sta ed up nd toak his....

Iuch bowel trouble evidence these days.,," oc" Gill ore is

t s n n d i ht ad ' i s r i hi s s o h ekep y mor g n g m .n
t e n ot i g c em nt m Ure . . . ,

a j o r G rr i t y , af t e r s ev e ral at t empt s , t r i ed a f i nal t ry at

bombin Rabu l in a B- 5..,.it failed due to engine trouble and he

r et u^r. d f e l y . . . t Kee l er f l ew a s hi s co - pi l ot whi l e Sg Neal wa s

in the nose, 5gt Champa ne at UG position and S Graham at RG pot.,..

whet he r he c o l d ake i t was moot que s t i on , ev en wi t h t he ex ra wi ng

anks....its a long pull to that Nip stronghold.....

Oct 26- - j G r ri t y , on hi s l s t f l i ght , buzzed l amua nd

strafed them....at 12 noon he packed his bags, a d by Nov th,

he was ome in Califor a ... He deserved i after all h s montrs in

the co bat ea.,.. Lt iller an d Lt Frey had "C" sector whi e Lt

Cro s wi•i t e a d Lt We rden had "A", . , . . .

Oct 27th- Nip destroyer 300 m les below R bual/....the 0th on

al e r t , bu t h e s i p nev er c e i t i n our ran e . . .

Our new C0, Capt Peterson, a West Pci ter an d a ma ell-versed

n al l a r wa s , a s t a en t o . edi at el y . . . . . Hi s l ead er s hi p , hi s

knowl edge of b b g t ac t i c s , a d hi cal m d del i ber at e way wa s an

nspiration to ll.....
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Oct 28- In the morning, Capt Dickinson(pro oted to this ra k as

of toda )
, Lt Fis er, and Lt Johnson, .E., ra into a Nip Zero and

a Ni p " e t t " bo .b e r ov er Lae . . . T :e Zer o m e no a t t a ck bu t k ept

t a respectful dist nce...

As a r es t o f t h e mo r ni n ob s cr va t i on , Capt Pe t er s on t ook a 6

s hi p f or a t i on out i t h e af t e r n oon t o r eco oi t r e Lae . . . . cCo n

a nd Hawki n s f l ew on hi s wi n g . . . ll wood l ed t h e 2nd e l e ent wi t h

gr am n d Ho sb ack on ': i s wi n g . . . . I n t he appr oa c h t o L e , a J ap

" etty" omber wae obs rved taking off... apt Peterson threw the

f or ra t i o i n t o a 70 d egr e e ba k nd d ov e or, t he bomb er , . . The Ni p ,

obv i a s l v s upe r b f l i e r , f l ew t h h i s b el l y t o t h e wat e r t owar d s

t he NW t i p of New Br i t i an . . . et er s on l ed hi s f t t o wat er l e v el

a d t h e f i gh t b e ga n . . . a b ur s t f ro m t he I i p b l ew et e r on ' s l i f er a f t

out of its wall d the frag ents dis bled is horizontal stablizer....

he f e l l ou t of f or m .t i or. an d we a t hou ght he ' d s un i n . . . . . Ha ki s

an Mc Coun k ept up t h e ch s e o r 1 m r_ut e s . . . S a wo d ' s el e r n t

dro ed the race as he thou ht the bomber would tu n back and ?ePP g

wa ted to be ready to receive him.... at a 280mp cl p Hawkins and

Coun made several pas as an succeeded in knocki out the upper

un er.... but due to 300 lbs of bom s each nei r r of t :e t o ships

c ou d ma ke e f f e c t i v e p a s s es wi t h t h e n ec s s a y :r: euve r ab i l i t y . . . .

Hawkins gave up over t e coast of New Britian, and McCoun did likewise

several mi utes later...., gas was low and both McCoun a d Crosswhite

(wha f l ew a s co - p l ot on t hi s r i s s i on ) t o t t hey wer e wa i n g i n t o

a Nip trap.......
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T at night at Intelligence meet g, Capt Peterscn in revie ing

t he day s v r k, s i d , t h t . t he f ut ur e i f a s i mi l ar ev ent o c curs ,

salvo bo bs a get the bo ber..,

Oct 29- Lt i s her had "C" r u i n t h e norr. .ng , Lt Pl a t t "B"
, and

Lt . .
l er "A", . , , ni l obs e r rat i o s . . . Lt I gr am h d "A"

.n t he a t e rnoon ,

Lt c Nut t had "B", a Lt . 1 oun had t e ext ended "C" r . . . . n l

observations due to poor isibility...McCo n was shot at by ack ack

a a over una, even t o+ he m de a wide berth of the place...

thought ta be a n ack ack spot....

Oct 3 0- aa Al l i ed con voy comi ng i t o ore s by ne ce s s i t at ed pl ane

prot ect i on due t o t he menanc e of Ni p sub r ne s i t he Wat e rs arby . . .

The 9 h got t h s det a l and Lt Mc Le l o n , Lt Cros s whi t e , Lt Hos back

and Lt cCoun we r e s e nt out at t wo hour i nt e r val s t o f i nd i t a nd sh ow

i t . . . b at no on eve r d d f i nd i t , . , a good e :: mpl e of ho h d a s hi p

is to be located..a d to th nk of the n erous ssions t ® 90th pulled

at n i ght , t hout moon , t hunde rs t roms , . . t o l oc at e J ap co nv oys and

bcmb t hem. . l i t t l e nde r t he y we re h d t o l ocat .

c t 31- Chat t , on 'B " se ct o r wa s s hot at by a ck ck a r a , h d

n oi line knocked awa ..on one engine, af er he+d salvoed his bo rbs,

he made a nice land g at ani ela M s ion and was back the nex day

wi t h pl ane re pai red , . a g ood e c pl e of our f i e pi l ot s . . t he s me d y ,

Lt IcN t t r t h B ndy a s c o- pi l ot an d S t ye r s a s oo ba i e r , s t r f ed

Ga mat a d encaunt e re d s ev e re but i na c curat e m c hi ne f i re . . . he

r t urned wi t h 1 hol e s da e rous l y n ar vune rabl e pot s . . . but ve ry uch

t he mo e wi se r . . t ii a rki n c ame uc:on t ruc on t he t rai l f m una
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Mi s s i on and he t ra f e d t hem n t he mo rni ng . . a s a re s ul t , Capt He rbe ,

I nt e l l i genc e Of f i ce r , o rde red Mc Coun t o hunt t hem out i n t he a f` er uon

and knock them out if possible..McCo went over the mountairs with

I , r m and McLe l l on ho ha ' " a d. "A" ru s spe ct i ve l y . . . af t r

Mc Coun had f ni s e d hi s "B" s ct o r re connai s s ance , he droppe d t o ground

l ev e l d ade b pa s s s ov e r buna at abo ut 280 3 0 mph . . . S Co a d

i t he nos e , S H e i n t he uppe r one an Sg Hy l t n i n t he l o er

t r re t al l were i n readi ne . . . Lt hi t e ( A F) who a ccompani e d McCoun ,

rode i the nose...n l obser ations.., g ,but a excitin ti e

Lt M l l er and L Fre y i 31 we re gi ven up f o r l os t . . , t hey f l ed

t o ret urn f ro m a recco l a s t ev eni g . . . t hi s s hi p we re S Bro n ,

H. D,
( B)

, S ;t S l l (UG)
, S t Goodm n ( FG) and S Bi ddl e who went al ong

a s a pa s s enge r . , , a s d l o s s . . . t M l l e r , and ol d pi l ot , w. 9 t oo ri se

i r an h n t o hav e ha ppened b ut t he navoi dabl e . . . . .

At ni ght we re we re t ol d t o mcv e t o 7 Mi l e Fi e l d n .repa rat i on f o r an

e rl mo n g takeoff against L e, where 17 Zeros ad been spotted by

1c Le l l on on t he "A" run . . , , ,

' e l e f t 17 Mi l e e l d at d ar i n t e f ac e of a bl i ndi ng ra nst o . . .

how w al l : de i t s af e l i s a mi ra cl e . . , a l l made i t ex c e pt Lt S ll woo d

v o had e n i c.e t roubl e .

At 2 AM e we re awak ned , b ri e f ed , and we t ook of f . . . on t : i s f i ght

w r e Capt Pet e rso n , Lt Di c k
.
.nso n, Lt NcNut t , Zt McCoun , Lt Moo se

John son, Lt ng ra , Lt J one s , Lt Cro s s w .i t e , Lt i chards d Lt Hosback . .

Due t o bad s i b i l i t y n a n u ex pect ed 'na e t hat c a r,e i ove r t he f i e l d,

onl f o ur s hi ps went up i n f or t i n d i d t he i r e g ; s : Pet pr son ,

I n ram, oos e Jo '. .s on , and M Co n . . . Me Lel l on di d not et of f du t o a
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bad engi e, a d wa cau; ht on t he ; r o .nd n t he i ddl e of a J ap bo b ng

a t t a ck ; J one s ot l o st ove r t he f i e l d n d f l ew a r ound an d a r ound d ur i n

t he bomb i ng by t he Ni p s , t h us t . -o i ng out a 1 t he me chani o f t he

sou nd d e t ec t o r s . . . . .

Nov 1- I n t he a f t e r noon (we ha d t h e mo r n i ng o f f )
, Cr o swhi t e , Hawk i s ,

an Pl a t t went out t oge t he r t o r e con o i t r e t he 3 a r e a s . . . r os swhi t e

t u r ned ba ck b;; Eun a d ue t o en gi ne t r oul l e . . . 1awk ns l ead i ng , t he re -

m n i n g t wo went t o Ga s :a t a , r a we , La e an we r e j u s t go i ng ove r t h e

Ran e pa s t Bun a , whe r, 10 Ze r os d r o p-
d out o f t he s un . . . u r r et s

low red..battle positions ready..on the first head on attack it was

d i s cov e r ed t h a t Hawk .n uppe r t a r r et v:a s out an d Pl at t s l owe r t ur t

t he s a e . . t h t wo t ur re t s o r k i ng t h e Ni p s we r e he l d of f . . howev er ,

the fo ation split when Platt overshot Hawkins on a headon pas ...this

singled Platt out nd the eros hopped h m and got his bombardier S t

Frankenfo er in the a and Pl tt was s ot in t1e stomach and leg...

pa r r i ng an d s t av i ng of f f u r he r a t t a ck , t he f or t i on ma c:e No r e s by . . .

Lt Head , co- p i l ot , f o r s ame un r.own re a s an , a t t empt ed a l an l : g a t 3

i l e Fi e l d wi t h wh ee l s up ( hyd r a ul i c sy st em s ot out )
, n d b omb s aboa . . .

l: i s 1 nd i n l oo ! ed o . lc, unt i he hi t a r ock i l e d t he pl ane f e l

a pa zt n c a .:;ht 'i r e . . . t Hea s t h e onl ; s . r vi vo r . Sgt Me f f o

( RG)
, S Co f f ey ( UG)

, S Fr a k er f o e r ( B) and Lt Pl a t t ( P ) a l l di ed o f

j u r i e s s u s t a i ned i n t ie w e ck ;i t hi n t hr ee d ay s . . . g Co f f ey , f o r

t he e :: ca l l en t
, ob he d .d i n t he upp r t u r xe t , i n hol d i ng of f t he Ni p

t a ck , d pro t e c t i n g Hawk n s f l a k , w s r ec o: .end ed , po st humuou s l y ,

for the S lver Star.....
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Nov 2- Shi ppi rg re por ed o f f u a . , . 17 s s : a owi ng t hem. . . n a -

out at ack w s pl a ned . . . 11 B 5 ' s of t he 0 t h, P- 3 3 ' s , P- 0 s , 26 s ,

Beauf i ght e r s , nd A- 20 s t ook of at 150 0Z. . . Capt Pet e r s n l ed „ b hi nd

h we r Di ek s an , Moos e Johns on , Ch t t , McNut t , Cro s s whi t e , I ;r m,

Me ellon, Ho eback, Hawkin d McCo n... MeCoun ot caught the side

o a rough cumul us c l oud nd by t he t e he wa s out h d l os t t he f o mat i on

s o he ret urne d t o t he b s . . . . , i n t he me ant i me t he f o rmat i on l o c at ed t he

Ni p shi ps , t o conv oy s wi t h d e s t roye r a nd Ze ro prot ec t i on , about 100

m l e s f m t he ac e t he ha d be en e o ed a t duep p , m n y to the

excellent na igation of Lt i ler in Pete aon ' ship..,thre elem nts

ent over seperately and made two passes each...d
irect h ts were ob-

s e r v e d a d a t r an s po l e f a b l a z e , . . e o s mad e r n t at t a c k s but

we r e d ri v e n o f f by t he g unn e r s . . .
t Gr a a ( RA ' ) s e nt i n t he me s s ag e

t o Al l i s d Ae ad qua r t r s a d l e f t h i s l owe r t u r r e t on whi e h s g a u d

d i z z l y bu t f o o l e d t he Di p s . . . Fo r t h i s b i t o f a c t i on , t he 9 0 t h Sq a d r o n

A Pl R Squ a d r o n C t a t i o r_
f r m e n e _

l Mc Ar hu r s He a dqua r t e r s , . . . .

Moose Johnson's ship had a big hole in its wi g efty Ingram had 1

s hrapne l ol e s i n i t s wi g, a d ot he r s hi ps s us t ai ned a l e r da age . , ,

L Chat t had t o 1
_ard at Mi e Bay d ..:e t o ; a s s ho r a e . . . t wa s an

exce l l ent j ob done nd Capt Pet e r son d e s e ed c red i t f or pl ann i n ; t he

at ack so smoot ly and then executin .t
i a sim lar fashion,....

Nov 3- Up e a rl y f o r a ot he r i s s i on but i t br oke a ro nd
. _ . . . 9 o f

the 90th, eterson, Dickinson, Jones, Fisher, MeCoun, Moose Johnson,

Cro sswhite, McNutt d Hosback took off to h nt ship i g E of L e...

n l si ght i ng s i n t he s r i ppi r. l e s b t we ran i r t o s eve re but i na cc urat e

ck ack at e,.,.
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The th aq dron got a Squ r n Cit tion from llied H adqu tere
for thi bombi g... the convoy, which this destroyer was rding 1
w s discovered by the 9 h on Nov 2 1942 off e .ta traveling
towards u l... or Petereon who led thi attacki g force of
8-25 threw the 9 B-25 behind him into 3 elemente of th ee ahip

.., Top ov rage by Zeroa and inten e accu te A/A did not top
the 9 t f om le ing o ship burn g and ll its c rgo lo t......
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Notice how v olently the de troyer is turning to es pe the 500

pou d ra....also notice the ke ahe leav a hich ives ua the

infor tion t t he is traveling t a spe d over 40 k ota.....
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Nov L- 0t h s chedul d t o r e t urn t o CT t oda but e ne rv a ct i v i y he l d

us t he re . . . The 1 t h a r ri v e d at daw , , , a t 9 of t he 90 h and 9 of

t h e 13t h t ook of f t o bomb a de st ye r rumo re d at ae . . . at ae we ran

i t o aek a ck . . . eros w r i n t he a i r an d we t hou ht e s aw t he m a l

ov e r , but t hey i ght hav e been. o ur own purs ui . . . . An ways , we got out

i n a hu r ry .

Nov 5- 9 t h re t :r ne . t o Cha rt e r s Towe r s , . .

Nav 6- day off.

Nov 7- Our C0, Capt Pe t e rs en , cal l e d a e t ng af a 1 enl i s t ed e

and t a l ked t o t hem. He wa s ad i red by a l l t he men i edi a t el y f o r s ay n

t hat he wo l d t r and do 1 he co ul d f o r t hem, t ha he wo . d t r y d

get ri d of t he .ndi v i dual f e e l i n i n t he s q a dro n, i f a y , ao t hat al l

f ee l ng wa s t hat o f a s q a c ron , f o r a s qu d n . . . , a t a k t o t he

of f i ce r s i n t he ue oom he po nt ed o u h a a ms , a ppo i nt e d new depa rt -

ment he ads whe re t hey we re ne eded, r e i ev ed s ome men o f ove r l oa r

burdens, a d told a the m n th t the 90th was what he had alwaya

d re ed f or . , . and he woul d o rk fo r nd wi t h t he ©en . . . , Ex ce l l ent c hat

and t he Of f i ce rs , as one , t ook t o h , , . ,

Nov - F/ Sgt Dunn, Fi s he r s c o- p l ot , t r ans f e r re d t o t he RAA . . . .

Nov 9- PDI runs i n mo g , , , i n a f t e rnaon , the s quadron o ved t he

t ent a rea t o Hi g he r g unds due t o t he com n wet s e a son . . . .

ov 10- t he a 't e rnoon , cC u i r. 973 , wi t h Johns on, . E. at c o-

p i l ot a d L nde rs as gi nee r , pu l l e d up t he whe el s t oo s o on on t akeo f f

a d t he hi p sc re e ched do n t he r nway j us t mi s s e c at c hi ng f i re and

h i t t i ng t ne t re es at t he e nd, an d ca ,e t o a hal t , , . . a v e ry c os t l y e r ror . . .
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ov 11- Ca t Shi r e r addr e ssed t he Squ dr on i n h morni r g a d war ned

us about careless flying...set out new rules and re ;ulations for departure

f r om CT, f i l i r g out cl e r a nc e sl i p s e t c . . . .

Nov 1 - Nil happerings...

ov 1 - Va r i ous t e st hop s i n a t e r n oon , Lt Fi s he r i n , . . .

st r u n t f l y i g b Lt Hu gh e s a nd Lt Pr Yor . . . .

Nov 1 - 6 shi p f o r na t i an i o r n i ng at t ked b y t hr e e A- 20 s , . .

good practic .... he same happened in afternoon so that 11 men got a

c r c k . . ed J oh r:s n, a f t e r a mont h i n ct i v i t y wa s r e l e a s ed f a r f l y i g , . .

an d t hu s o ur be s i e r j oi n ed t he r r k s a ga n . . . .

Ho s b ck d ' i l l i ams f i n l y a r r i ved ba ck f r o a f u r l au . h . , ve r y t i r e d

nd ra hea out , . . .

' e r t i l e r t l e ' " pup s a r r i v d . . , 7 h e a l t hy pup s a nd al l n ng r i e r

t ha n t he ot h e r . . i edi a t e l y e e r on e r us he d Bl e s s i gnt on , who wa s sh el t e r i n g

t he pu ps , a id a s ke d f o r on e , . . ,

Nov 15- Sc;ua n a .r e , i n mv r i ng . . . 9 c r ews t o r e t ur n t o F . . . .

Nov l - 10 a .ips to k off for Mo •esby and were Ioaded w th 1C0 lb

bombs upon arrival at thre e mile field...took off i mediately to bom

una a ck a ck i n st a l l en t s . . . i cki n so n , Ye a 'v r , Ha wk s , 7x r a and

C sswhite went i firs fli t, while Jones led the second w th Moose

J ohn s on , Mc Coun n d Hos ck on hi s i n g . , . , we eneou t e r ed sev e re , a c cu r a t e

ack a c k ov e r na . . . . d r o pped ou r e g s O. K. J one s m d e hr e e pa s s e s

a r ou nd t he t a r e t a t t he a t : a l t i t ud e be f a r e ma k i r ; t h e bo b i n ; r u a t

t he s ame a l t i t ud a . . , no won d e r we :; o s o c l os e . . .McCoun 1a d a r,a vi ga t i on

w nd ow s hot out and a l l pl e s f e l t t he i mpac t o f t h e i i • on t h em. . . .
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,,. On the line..... S Gates, Sgt rphy, Corp Ni dqwicki pu l a
100 hour nspection on ahip.., a c ne d d laxative to the vorking

p city of a plane......., the 90 h had the distinction of ak ng
their engines live to the m xi of their l

.e, which wa b sed on
hours in th air,,, .
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„ Rel aa t i on mong t he 9 h of f i cer s . . . . . Gr ea t l y- n e ded when
returning from the co t zone.,.,....

Th n ( uscles) with hi
b ck to us is Lt "Chuck" Howe.., from t ere it is, left to right,
Lt Yeager ( lled o r Buna l 16 42), Lt ee, Lt Parks, Lt

c ellon............ .
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Lt . Yea ge r su st a i n ed a di re ct hi t , hi s p l ane c aught f i r e a d s pun

n.,.no one was observed getting out,,, In his shi: wer Lt Flores,

S t Hi l l , J . L. , Sgt Pa n s i e r , Sg ag en st o s , a Lt i nd s ay who od e

l ong f o r t he r i d e . , . . . . A f n e c re w l o st , . . . , .

Nov 17- l l pl ne s g r ou d ed due t o r a n an d t he unde r i n i n g of t he

r n ay,,. 3 e ld is an ex e ent place, ice view and coal ea

br ee e . . . .

Nov 18- The 90th mov d w er to the mosquito ridden 17 ile Field..,

At ni ght ev e r yon e paced t h e r unway a s s l e e p d t h t he swa r o f os q ui t os

wa impossible...,

Nov 1 9- Bot h t he 13 t h and 90t a r e a t 17 l e Fi el d and n i l

ac t i v i t i e s ma ke i t a v e r y ul l a nd wet f i e l d ,

Nov 2 - Lt S a l l ood a r r i v ed t od a y wi t h Lt Bandy a s c o- p i l ot . . .

Nov 1- Up at 5 AM...9 of the 90th d 5 of the th,..couldn t

bo :b b e f o r e B A d ue t o US t r o ops n t he c i i t , but Bu a wa s t e

target.... lck nson led ith Moose Johnson d McCoun on hi wings,,,,

Heav y ack a ck enc ount e re d by a o f u s . . . m ny ma c ii ne pi l l boxe s

mo c ked out . , , .

At n i
,
ht 1 2 o f t h e 90t h t ook o f f t o bomb s i p p g r epo ed o f f B a

by B 17 s . • As i n a l l ca s e s , whe n Ni p s hi ppi r. - i s n t he move , t hey o

i n unde r a st o m. , , so a g i n we pu t e r ed ov e r u a , va i l y t i ng t o get

do thru the soup...when we finally got thru, w couldn t se a thing

d ue t o poo r vi s i bi l i t y an d no oon .

Nov 22- We all sat around Operations all orning..obv ousl the Nip

shi p s got i nt o B na l a t ni t a s l n g b r g s ob s e r ved i n t h e a r l y

mo n b y - s . . . .
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I n t he a f t e r noon , a pt Pet e r n 1s d a 9 s hi ; f o r ma t i on s e a r c h

o f t wo c e t r ye r s ght ed o f f I e i n t he Vi t a i s t r ai t s , , . . t ha s e f l y i g

we r e Moo e J ohn son , C at t , c ut t , McCour., McLe l l on, Di c k n s on , C s

h i t e a x Fi s he r . . . ue t o Lt . l e r 9s exc el l ent nav i ga i on ( l a t e r

r ec o ended f or t he DFC f or t hi s wor k ) we f o nd t h e 2 C0 m l e s f r om t he

pl a c e t he we r e por t ed at , , , 3 s l me nt s , we d r opped 't o 60 C a d m d e

t o bombi ng r n s a ch . . . n o hi t s ob s e r ve , t ho a l we e cl o s e . . . . . he

1 7 s c a e i n a f t e r u s an d d i d n o b e t t e r a nd l o st on e sh i p t o boot . . .

a c k a ck wa s s e e r l i n en s e t c eu r a t e t h ou r r s . Ni d veY ... p

bombe r s an d Ze o s sh adow d u s a 1 t h y hor e ut nev e r c l o se d i n du e

t o t he ex ce l l ent f c a t i on Ca pt P t e r s on a s l ea i ng . , t oo mue h i e

powe r f o r Mr , Ni p . . . , . got b ck t o f i nd t hs t 3 2 f i ght e r a nd di v e ombe r s

ha a t t ack ed ou r f r o nt l i ne s i t he Bu 4 a r e a wi h much d a ag e d o e t o

ou r l i ne s . . . t t e Ni ps we r e s uppo .:.ed t o ha ve l os t h e av i l y i n t h e a i r

p we r t ey r el ea sed . . . - G' s enga ged t he , , , , b ok e eve n i a i r powe r

l o s t t ha t d ay . , ,

Ge ne r al Wa l ke r d pped i nt o our f i e l d a t n i ght (he i s of t ha t h

Bo ber Co and ,,,,, e was i pre sed by the s estions of Capt P terson

and ag r eed t o b r ng a b o t a c 1CSe r c oo pe r a i on b et wee n Ba be r Com an d

a nd t he n v d a l un i t s , . .

Nov 23- Lt Ri ch a r d s a r r i ved i Jot - i - st oc k ". , , ne pr o ot i on s

a r r i ved , . Hu he s an d Hos ba ck a r e l st oui e s d J ohr s on nd Ao e l ke a

captains and Ca t Peterson got 'r s a,
jority which pleased us a l.,,

W at e ne ed ed bad l y wa s n :c. , . . R, d J ohn n a r r i v ed t h at o rn i n by.
pl a e t o t t h e g ood news . . . e a z a ha ppy a bo ut ii s p ot i on a l s o

a s Red h a s gi v e n pl en t y fo r t he Squa n . . . .
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Wer e on t he al er t . . b t ni l ha pneni ngs . . .

Nov .- An a l l - out a t a ck o n San and a Poi nt i n e a r l ; o r n i r.g . . 0t h

and 13 t h and A- 20 s a d a .i.l av a i l a b l e s hi p s at Mo re s b . . , t he 9 h went

ove r i n gr o ps o f t o and e r a s ed t ha t s pot f r om t h e ma p i t h e xc e l ent

b mbi ng . . . a pt Red J ohn so n , Fe t e r s on , Ca p Di c ki n son and Lt A Le l on

led Moose Johnson, Lt Chatt, Lt Crosswhite and Lt McCoun over the target

respectively....

I n a f e r oon s i gl e pl a e r a d s on Gan a mi s s i o n . . . . had t o d r op our

e g s be f or e 2 whi ch wa s t he d e ad l i ne be f or e t h CS t oop s ov ed i n .

Anot he r ex mpl e o f t h e bo mb i n g a c cu r acy o f t he 90t h bo :r d i e r s . . . . n

t h i s t r i p , a nd t ha t of t he mo r ni ng , s ev e r a l 9 h n on- c o b a t of f i ce r s

accompanied the ships on their missions.,.,. apt 'oc " Gi l ore flew

wi t h Lt Hu he s i n t he mor ni ng a nd Lt McCo n i n t he a f t e rn o on . . .

Ca pt Sco t t y Den s on f l ew wi t h Capt Di ck so n i n t he mo r n . . . t

Ka l i n f l ew wi t h Lt McNut t t h e a f t e r noon . . . . . . W en McCoun r an t o

a ck a ck i n t he a f t e r n oon , "Doc " Gi l l mo re , vrho wa s r d i i n t h no se ,

be a t a h a s t y r et r ea t t o t he na vi gat i on de pa r m nt t o s ee i f c oun wa s

alright "...high clouds necessitated st of the lads com ng back in

hig -blower at 1 0 - 00 feet...,,,

At n i ght 5 de s t r oy e r s s i ght e d o f f Vi t a i s St r a i t s . . . he 90t h an d 13t h

t ook t o t he a i r a 8 P i si ngl e sh i p a t t ack s . . . ex r e e l y poor v i si b i t y ,

he a y cumul u cl oud s ne r La e , s ev e r e t hunde r st o s a ov e r t he no r t he r n

and we s t e rn s e ct o r of New G i n ea a de t l e t r i p e x r e me l y d n ger c us and

foolhearty..,,,, t Dol of the 13th sighted the , but he had flown

t he op po s i t e d i r e ct i on r om whenc e t hey we r e r e po t ed s i ght e d . . . . Lt

oo se J o n on , Mc Co n , Ho sba ck , McAlut t , Cha t t , Di cki ra on , Re d J ohn son ,
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and Maj Peterson represented tt q th on tnis ission....most of the

n we e b a ck b mi dni g t . . . . . Cr os s ,rhi t e ( r om I f or got t o ent i on )

a l s o ad e t he mi s s i on , a nd wi : *•a i n t k s wa s t unt i l ne a r l y 3 I .

Nov - The 9 h awok.e
to the sad k owledge of the loss of their Q

,,,

ajor Peterson had failed to return...ma y rumors pre vailed ..sore ha

heard is wir less busy but t e r d .o was l clogged up by the Nips and

it was hard to rsalize what he said.... id not seem oossible that such

a f e man, with such excellent capabilities should go dow in the early

stage of a ga e in w ich he w s sure tc smerge on top.....

The Tni r l e t od ay . . Lt J on e s t a y ed b e h nd t o hu t f o r t h e

Major 's ship....

McCaun , wi t h hyd r a ul i c s y st em out , had t o wi nd } i s wh ee l s do ov e r

Gha ers To r a d then hen his e ines ran out of gas, fe thered

hi s pr ops d c ame i n 0 . K. The t r o- b l e ca e f m t h e i b t y t o l ock

t h e l e f he e , t r e c ab l e b
.r ea k i n , b ut d u t o l u ck , t he wh el l ocked

a s i t h t t h e r ound a nd t he pl a n e s st a i ed no d ag e . . . . .

Ev r yo ne v e r u i e t a t n i ght . . . t hi s l o s s of Ma j o r Pe t e s on , .n t he

e e s o f a l , woul d ne v e r be r e pl a ced . . .. .

Th e c r ew t ha t went dovm wi t h ou r Ma j a r wa a c r ew t ha t h ad s en

action over nemy territo sorne 60 odd missions...a crew hard to be

r e pl ac ed . . . . i t h j o r Pe t e r s n e r e ; / 0 Wi l son ( A F ( CP )
, T S Ki r by

Ne l ( B)
, S S t Cha p gr e ( UG)

, Sgt Gr aha , J . C.
( RAA ) ( R }

. . . . a p He r be t

( t e l l i gence Of f i ce r cc omp a i r ed t he c r e w)
. The s ad l o s s of t i e r ew

wa s he a t b e ak . g . . . "D . ki e " Wi l s on ' s t r n s f r t o a R AF un i t ca e

through the ne day,,. ea1, veter n of 71 missions, recipient of the

DFC, t he DSC h Si vl e r St a r , t h e Oak Lea f Cl u s t e r an d t he Pu r p :e Hea ,
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as a l os t i n t he Bomba di e r depart m nt neve r t c be repl a ced . . . . m ny

a en l i st ed man had be en he ard t o s ay pri o r t o t hi s di ea st e r . . . . " f

irby ever gets 'it ', I m thru....a hing K rby c 't do I'm sure

we 'd hav e a j ob do g ". . . . d t rue i t wa s . . . . i rby Ne al wa s t he f ne st

example of the erican Non-Co nissioned Officer.... ntel i ent,

i ndus t r i ous , a l e ade r amon t he enl i s t e d men , an d a f ne e x pl e t o

ev e ry pi l ot who eve r f l ew wi t h h . . . . . apt He rbe rt , I t e l l i ge e

Of f i ce r , e v e r w s s l at ed fo r t hi s s s i on, bu t he wa s a s ea e r a s t he

,o s t e age r pi l ot , and he wan ed t o gi v e hi s t e i genc e re po rt s f i r st

h nd.....a f ne man, a great lo; .....
.
.a sad loss........

Nov umor t ha t al l R .' Radi o nne rs t o be t r sf e rred . . . .

The lads spent the d y i patching their ents after the disasterous

"Wi r raw y " f rom t he day previ ous . . . .

Nov 2 - I nt e l i genc e shows t he i ps t o b bo b i n Da . a ga n . . .

recip ocation, medium nd heavy bombers are blast ng them back, d

mo st e f 1e c t i ve l , f rom Da r i n . . . I s t hi s a di v e rs i on on t he pa r a f

t he Ni p?

N v 8- ews that Sgt Cha pagne and Sgt G h were picke up by a

US sub a ri ne i n t h e Di t i s St rai t s . . . ve y s m 1 news a s t o t he event s

of that nigh , b t it is lieved that the pl e was either hit by ack

ac k o r ha d engi ne f ai l ure ; a nd t he t wo gunr r s we re he onl y men who

suc ed in getting out...

Ma , o r Pet e r son, Capt He rbe , W/ 0 Wi l so n and t Neal pr onounced

c f f i c i a l l y e ad by G up i n t he a f t e rnoon . . . ' :ay t he re s t i n p ace ". . . .

Nov - new pilots as igne s co-pilots to the 9 th..th© came

f m t he h Sq . A- pi l ot s . . . ha t nex ? . . . . . t he y e e Lt o o , i d ,
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Bridges, pisa, Porter, E erson, ller,
P ne........... ell men

and e were lad to get them..bu not a very fair break by the group

to men who were supposed to be A- pilots,,.. t, L under was also

among t ho e t ran f e rr ed .

Nov 30 Zt Poire, an old combat pilot of much experience, was

ade Int e l l i ge nce Of f i ce r t o re pl ace Ca t He rb r . , . McCoun de i s

assistant ,,,

Chuck " Howe , i n t he ho s pi t a l f o r 10 d ay s t h t he New Gui ne

f ev e r , wa s f i nal l y re l ea sed , , ,

PDI runs all afternoon....

De c 1- P- 0 ' s gav e us a g ood o r cout i n t he o rn ._r,g a s $ 25 ' s

t ook t o t he ai r . . .

' ed acLe l on , 73 $ , f l ew t o o l ow on a buz z o an d knoc ke d

o t a n engi ne and a rud r , but pe rf o ed an ama zi g f eat br i g i ng

h s c rew b c s af e l y . . , f or t i s he s g rou ded, d ef i t e l y .

De c 2- R n . . . a l da . . . oc " Gi l l o r s t e nt hi t t he d t enc ore

une fois,,.

Lt a dy. t rans f e r red t o 5t h be r Cam ax d . . . .

De c 3- The 90 h l e f t f or Po rt r s by a g a n . . . l l s hi p s t oo k o f f . .

a rr i v ed a t 1 7 M e Fi e t o f d t hat t he 3 $t h Bombard ent Gro up was

ent renched t he re a d had l o s t f i ve pl aae i n co mba i n day s . . . v e ry

he a rt eni ng . . . , but our s q a on a s c al ed on by t he " he e l s " t o he l p

t he out . . . and e we re read . . . 1 1 s hi ps l de:i .t h 100 l b de o bo bs . . .

Dec 4- 90th on alert,..the 35 bo ers on the field ea y cramped

t he pl a c e . . . a l s s e r ed i n 3 s hi . s . . . real l y SNAF . . . .

mosquitos fierce,...... ips squ ezed into a three squar m le a ea,.,
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Dec - 12 of t he t h c r ews G akened at AM f er a ni ght bombi ng

o f Lae . . . . apt Di c ki son , Lt R c .a s , Lt Moos e J ohn s on , Lt H wk n s ,

Ca pt Red J ohn s on , Lt McCoun , Lt McNut t , Lt J on e s , Lt S a l l wood ,

Lt Cr os hi t e , Lt os ba c k , a nd Lt Ho e . . . . .

The ni , t wa s d a r k , sl i ght l y ove r ca st , t he r ed l i ght a t t he end

o f r unway ob s cu r ed . On t a ke o f f , Lt Ri c har d s hi t a t r e 300 yd s f ro m

t he end of t he r un ay , t o r e of f a w g , a nd c a r eened i nt o t h g r ound ,

i t ed i a t e l y bl e w up , 100 pound e r s goi ng of f . . , t he r e st of t he

flight took off thru the smouldering embers...by na, severe thun e

st o r s , poo r v i s i bi l i t y , ac,d t h e hope l e s s ne s s of t he m s s i on t ae

first place, brought bout the short message to all ships... "All

shi p s t ba c k ". . . . . . . .

Wi t h Lt char d we r e ; Lt " ub y " :ee l e r (CP}, Sgt e r s ( B)
, Sgt

Ca er, J.A.
(UG) and Cpl Bensun( )

.......a heavy loss...RiChardS,

t he r e c i pi ent o f t h e S v e r t a r n d t h e P r pl e Hea r t , wa an ol d

pilot, and one of the best we had....

In t he a ` e rnoon t he 3 t h went out a r.d bomb d B a . . . t he y l o st

t wo s hi ps . . . . one u st d i s a ppe ar ed and ne v e r wa s he a r d o f aga n a f t e r

i t wa s s ee n l e av ng t e t a r g :t , an d t he ot he r c r a sh ed l a nd e d a t 7

l e wi t h t he yd r a i c s s t em s h ot o ut . . .

The l on ge r yo a r e i n t he Comb at Zone , t h e mo r e y ou r ea l i ze t hat

s ent i ent a l i t y i s a l i a bi l i t y . . . . . n o on e e v r t a k s of "t o s e who

don t re t u n ". . . . . . . . .

De c 6 Lt McCoun awa kened at 2 A f or a si gn l s! i p i s s i on t o

Buna t o hunt f o r enemy sh i p pi n . . . t F nsom wen t a l or g a s navi ga or . . .

Ca s e l l i ( CP )
, Hume ( UG)

, Pa r s on s ( )
, N l s (B)

. . . . e r u sua l , wher

shipping is sighted, viol nt stor :: are in the vicinity... his ship
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Briefing before an a ternoon mission..,.
Sgt.

A
,yers,

bombar ier,i n ce r.t er o f pi c t ur , was k i l l ed wi t h Lt Ri c rd or. t he ni ght o
Dec 5, 1 4:... the•p]. ne

hit a tree, c reened intn the round, and
a7 1 i t s bombs ex pl ode c . . .

T I S PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E 12958



T IS PA E DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129 8

95

r
, :
n

t; '
.

. . .
..
' .

1

• r
•

,. ,
„ , .

'

I, y

.

/ \ 7
/ .

-
r

+

~

,., -
. . ..

. .
. _ .

. - - ' ' _ - -_ _: =; °• . , _ - .- - --

. . • . - .

.

n

' - _

. '
% .

- • . .

ck - S t W.W, Ca r pent e r Sgt Ru t h (Ki l l ed 1 2/ ?0/ 4 2 )
, Cpl
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Lt Sm l l wo od s crew . . . L t o R „ Ba ck - Cor p Ber. on (K l l ed
12/5/42) Lt Clark, S Bryan, Lt Castelli, Lt S llwood,..
ront - S t R.A . Harr ll, S Paet,
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f ou d t he s a . . , sever a Pl a r s Ver d r opp d d we r e i . ed i at e l y

swa l l owed b y he t hi ckne s s be l ow, , , Sg Pa r s o s ws s wound ed t he

ha r.d whe n t he d e t on or f ro m a f l a r e we nt ov e r ?r emat u r e l y i hi s

hand..,.he d d an excellent job of complet:ng his job a d send n

hi s r a d i o re por t a s we l l . . .

F ve o f t he 90 h t ook o f i n t he e ar l y o r n i n t o re conn oi t r e

Bu a . . . d ea t he r d r ove t hem b a c k . . . .

At 1 QOg, 9 of the 90th took off ta bo b 17 Nip Zeros ru ored

t o be on t h e r c r ome at Lae . . . . Ca Di c k i c-s on , Red Jo n so n Moo s e

J ohn o n , Howe , S a ll wood , Ho sba c k , McCoun, Cr o s swhi t e , J on e s an d

c ut t . . . . , ed J ohn s on t u r ned ba ck wher hi s t i r e bl ew i d a i r , d

a be ut i f l l d i .g wi t h a t i r e o ut . . . , one s t r ne d b ac k wi t h n

en ne i n d i s t r e s s . . . . t I n r a m( s o i n t i i s f l i ght ) t ur ned ba c wi t h

ngi ne t r oub l e . . . . The re a g o went ove r a e a t 7000 and d r opped

7 2 - 100 pound d emol i t i on ba b s i n t he t a r ge t a r e a . . , , i nt en s e and

f a i r l y a c cur a t e ack a ck wa s met . , . . t -e f l i t r e t ur ne d i n g r oup s of

tr.ree, un ng nto bad weather all the way home.., oresby was reached
.

in the clos g hours of dusk..... '

72 pou d fr bombs loaded in all ahips,...what now...,

Dec 7- Ne ws t l a t t o d a t e , 3 , : 0 , 0 l b s o f bo b ve b ee n

d r opped on Buna t o d at e . . . a go od ex ampl e t ha t a i r p owe r c an t wi n

the war alone,..

t h e a f t e r noon a t 16 O ,
6 s hi p s t o o k of f t o b o b Lae . . Hawki n s ,

Howe , McCoun , Cr o s swhi t e , Mo o s e J ohn s on , I g r a a r D c k i r,son . . . . .

The elements spli over L e d bombed at 1 00 feet.,.ack ack severe ...

t ur f m m t he t a r ge t , wi t h t he i nt ent i on o f com n home v i a a r ma ,
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Ze ro s we re s i ght ed s o t he s hi ps a 1 lov e f or t he wat e r i n t he di re ct i on

o f Buna whe re ou r owa purs ui t s ke pt a 1 2 hour Ti g , . . , . . C pt Di cki n

t h Moo se John on an d Ing ra wa s i mme di at el at t ac ke d by t wo Z ro s

ho, discoura ed by the firepower, continued on to at ack Hawk ns

f o at i on of McCoun a d Cro s swhi t e . . . . hre e f ror t a l and si de at t ac ks

we re made on t hi s f l i t . . . . ro s swhi t e s f f e red a di r ec t hi t i n hi s

ght e gi e whi c h s l owed hi m up cor s de rabl . . . awk s and MeCou

sl ow d down wi t h hi and Buna wa s c de a f t e r 3000 ounds o f a nuni t i on

had be en f i r ed wi t h no re s ul t s obs e rved . , . . he e ro s , wi h. t he ex ce p-

t i on of t he s e t hr e at t acks , kept t he i r d s t nc e . . . . Capt Di ck ns on

oi n d f l i ght s a t u a . . .
'

News t hat P- 0 ' s s hot down 1S i p f i ght e r pl a e s ov e r B a

t oda . , . good a ews . . .

Dec - Red Joh son led a flight over Buna in the morni g to bom

ack ack installat ons,.. ose Johnson d McCoun flew on is wing.....

Dickin on led ra , Crosswhi e nd H e.,.. 0 lb fr gs loaded,,.

Di ek i ns on s f l i ht ade t he f i rs t run at b +00 f ee t , an d ' t ve r

l i t t l e A/ A. . . . . . Jo nson s l i ght c ac e n at 4 0 f e e t , 200 mph, dropped

t he i r l oad , nd t he n he ll broke l oo s e . . . ' i ps obv i o us l y h t he

range a d t he s he l l s bur st o f f t he r i f l a k o f t he f o at i c . . ,
Red an d Moo s e s uf f e re mi no r shr apnel hol e s w i l e c Co , g et t i ng

t he f l l bl a st o f t he s he l l s , re ce i v ed t wo l a rge ho l e s i n the l ead .ng

edge o f h s ng, hi s s t abl i ze r was dam eed , a n s e v ral ot he r hol e s

n th$ usi a e were ooserved...one shot, knocked out the hydraulic

s y s em a d t he omb bay doo r s a d t o be c ran ked up, , . McCoun r et urned

a one an would do n his wheels over the buoy....his left wheel would
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not lock so he prepared for a crash la ding at 7 le Field...af̀ er

hi s ga s had be en us ed up, he c me i n , and us a s he s a l l ed out

be f o re hi t t g t he g ro und hi s whe e l l ocked and hi s sh i p s us t a ed

no da age...a to bo , made a da n n ce landing....a lucky b eak...

Three da later,
is holes patched up, the plane was returned to

combat status....sn i onic incident,.,when McCoun s crew got out,

t he f i r s per n t hey met a s a pa rs on who hel d a bi b l e nd was ad3

t o ad n i st er t he l a s t r i t e s . , . .

Dec 9- No i sions all d y.... g Tucker m de the rounds d s w

that a ships were checked tho oughly...

De c 1 No mi s s i s . . . eat i t ens e d t he mo squi t os t hi ck. . . ,

ve ry l i t t l e s i c kne s s . . . .

Dsc 11- An alert at 10 P at night but nil happened....

Dec 12- 9 ships toak off at b to bomb Lae behind Ca Dickinson....

Moose Johnson, Howe, McCoun, Cross hite, c t _, Jones, Chatt, a d

S a l l wood o l o d . . . . hi c k a d i mpo s si bl e f l y i n we at he r a rou d

the Ma kam Val e m de th tri im ssible so th all returne ...Y P o Y

' ed " Johns on, at I nt e l l i g enc e t he ev e i g , bo do n d gav e

the boys a lecture on the aloppi ess they had shown recent for ation ,

wo rk . . . . Lt Po re s i t e l l i g enc e r epo r t s we re r at y d a l t he f e l l ows

appreciated it...

Dec 1 - q ui et l da . , s ome of t he bo y s t oo k i n church s e vi c e s

he e and t he re , . .

At 6 9 ships took off to bomb ae with two 12 hour d ay bombs

n e s c h shi p. . . . apt Di c i n o n, Sm l wood , Red John son , o os e Johns on,

Howe, MeCou , Chatt, McNutt, a d Jonea..... ones and S llwood turned
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back v t h e g i ne t ro ubl e . . . . T e f roat ( c l ouds ) ex ended t o ov e r t he

25 s yi n l evel , so al l shi pe r t ur ed er dropp t he i r

delay bombs outh of ore by the ocean,...

At 1 PM at ni g' t hre e i p bo be r a c a ov e r d t he aek ack

( a ) t hat gre et ed t he m w s mo re t e rr i fy ng t h n t he bombs t he

roppe d i n t he c i i t y o f 7 i l e , . , , t he k ac k wa s so f i e rce t hat

t he et l s heet g on t he runway brat ed a d de n men t hi

hat s hrap e l wa s a l i g . . . t hu s , a bi g r f o r t he s1i t t renche s . , . .
.

t S e an af t he Operat i oa i t f ou ht wi t h the Medi cal b o s f or

a o ner....

The 3 8t h t oo k o f f an hour l at e r an d ke pt us a ke l l ni ht wi t h

treir attempts at .
takeoff, which u u ll ended a second at e pt

due to plugs foulia on the first t y.,.,,

De c 1 3 l t he 0t h t oo k t o t he ai r t o g et de t ro y e r s s i ght ed

by 17 s off t e oast of Buna,,,l ndi g reinfo ce nts to th be-

l e a ed Ni ps a t B , . . ,

Jones, Dick nson, eCoun, Hawkins, Ho e, Moos Johnson, ed

John son , an cNat t nd Cro s swhi t e ade t he t ri p , . . p or vi s i bi l i t y ,

st o r s , and rai ade v s on d f f i c ul t , , . awk ns wa s t he onl y m

who an i to success..,

Lt awki ns , Sol o on ( CP)
, T/ S Synde r (B)

, S pso n ( UG)
, d

Cpl Newe 11 ( RG) p r ormed a f e at t hat wa s a f i e e xampl e o f 90 t h

f l yi ng . , . . . . . . Ca p Nex e l l i nt e rce pt ed a l o m s s age f rom a B 17
.
to this effect,- Des ro ers sight d off Cape W rd Hunt, go

di re ct i on of R b ual a t 3 l ot s , , . .
( ci dent l y , Hawki ns had t aken .

off an hour and a half later tha thp rest o th flight, thus he
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s over a when it was ust beginn to get li t)............

Hawki ns i m edi at e l y hea ed f o r t he s pot he t hpught t he de st roye r s

t v be at . . . and f ound t hem a t 06 :4 5K. . . . . . H dro ppe d t o 70 00 ' and

de a run on them... ntense an d accurat® ack a k scored a di et

it on the rear of his lef engine nacel e a d blew it a ay, com-

pletely...t: s threw his Bomba dier off and a other run was de..,

Synder s i nt e rvol omet e r wa s t hrown out by t he a ck a ck t hat hi t t he

s hi p on t he s ec ond r un an d t o b mbs f e l l s ho of t he de st ro e r he

wa s a mi ng at . . . . . Wi t h Sol omon a nd Moo r koe pi ng an eye o n t he

nearby clouds for Zeros, Hawk ns swung int a third bombing r n....

su en y, 11 Zeros dropped out of a nearby cumulus elo d and the

run was i terr pted..... a pson lowered his g ns and the fight as

on . . . on t he f i rs t pa s s t he Ze ro s knoeked out t he l ow r t urret and

s ev eral shat s c ame t o t he rad
. o gunner ' s compa r nt . . . . . t hey

st a rt ed on t he s e cond pa s , Hawki ns ski h f ul l y e v ded t hem d shot

into a cloud bank nd e caped.....arriving at 17 ile Field at gPM,

he buzz ed t he f i e l d t o l e t t he t ower know i s redi ca ent . . . . ,P

l uc k y , hi s hydraul i c sy t r wa s not sho t out , and e c ame i n f o r

a beautif l land ng...half way do the nway his le tire blew

(it was full of 0 cal. bull ets)..,.he skillfully brought the plane

to a stop and no dama e was done.....

For t i s e f f o r t ove r t he de s t roye r s , hi s ent i re c rew was re co -

mended f or t he Si l ve r St a r . . . . . t Hawki s and Lt Sol vmon . . . an t he

e nt i re c re d i s p a y ed a c ourag e a d c o ol ne s s u de r f i re t hat w s an

example and inspiration to the h.
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At 9 o t he 9 t h t ook of f o bomb t he Kamusi i ver whe r

Ni p ba rge s ad l ded dur t e r t f ro m t he de st roye r s . . , .

Dickinson, Red Johnson, Mclu t, McCoun, Moose Johnscn, nd Ho

m de t he ra i d . . . . . 72 1 0 pounde r s we r e d op ed on i a d i ng ba rge s

and t he f rant i c J ap s ho ck t ops be l ow who we re t i g t o ke f o r

t he t re e s . . . . . hundreds o f bo di e 9 co ul d be ob e rve d be l ow f l o at i ng

i n t he wat e r a e r t he r ai d . . . . no , A enco t e red . . . .

The Ni ps c e o ve r at ni g and met s i f f i r f rom our A A agai n .
Dec 1 - 1 th relieved us t5 3 oday... Due to bad or ly g between

a d CT, onl y g ot t hr u . . . , be f o re t he h knew o f t hi , oo ,

Red Joh son, C oss hite, McCou d Ho e ad t ken off.....the

e at he r wa s i ns t r nt s mo o f t he way hom . . . . , Cro s s .t e

di s appea d , MeCcun se e g hi m l as t a i ng f o r t he o r.t a i.n s ov r

Au tralia i the n ig borhood of Cook .....the rest of the shipa

m de T, cCoun landing at Townsvi le.

Dec l - The rest of the 9 h ships arrive today.... Crosswhite

gi ven up f o r l o . . . o a i rbas e ha d s e en o r he a rd of h . . . .

De c 17- Cro s s whi t e wri t t e n up a s l os t . . wi t h h went Lt e rden (CF)
,

Sg Van Hoy(B), S t ers(UG), gt Paradiso{ )(recipient of the

Purpl Hea and Silver ar , S Luallen(Crew Chief), S Nerone(E),

,
Lt i shop (S at i s c expe rt who had j oi ned t he 0t h on Oct 2 t ) ,
Sgt Galuecia, Cpl Nedzwicki, d Sgt R ley.......a other sad loss...

.
The s e bo y s , a on wi t h t he ot h r s ps t h t d: .

d m e CT, neve r we re

' wa rned about t hi s bad we at h r be f o e t a ke of f . . . . t Cro s swhi t e bad

been on al mo s t ev e r , i s s i on ' t hat t he h ha d ade t he l a

mont h s a nd he wa s a s va l ua bl e a pi ot a s we h d . . . . .
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S P a d i s o , wh o wa a on Gen e l Roy ce ' s i de t o t he Phi l i pi ne '
'I s l a nds , a nd who won t he ur pl e Aea r t , s l i s t e d s "m .s s i ng i n •

a c t i o n" on Dec 1 5 1 42 on a f l i ght f r om PM t o CT, t hey we nt down

i t h Lt Cr oe swh t e i ba d wea t h . . .
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Dec 1 h- News t ha t t he 90 t h i s t o go ba c k t o Port Mo re sb i

t hre e ay s . . . . . pre t t y ough as t he boy s e eded t he re s t . . .

Patchi g p of all shigs...radio e u der Lt n checked a11

adi o s and Lt Val us ek ' s e ngi nee r g d pa n nt o ve r a l l s hi ps

t ho r o u hl y . . . . Lt S ort s a r ent se ct i on che cked al l u s nd repl ac ed

several in some of the s ips,....

Dec 1 t h- Capt Di cki nso n, Lt Coun a d Lt 1oos e Joh s n s e r ws

lef on furlough.,,...

Lt Hu he s , bac k r om l e av e , as s i d t o f or t he t r i p No t h . . . .

Dec h- The 9 h t oo k of f o r Po Mo r s by . . . nume ro as r i

squ l l s nd poo r i si b i i t y de t he at he r e t e l y ha z ardous , , ,

Seven s hi ps ade t he hop . . . . he co mpl et s t of t he c r :ws f o ll ow:

9 3z
Ca pt J oh s on, W. R.

( P) Lt Hughe s ( P)
Lt Parr (CP) Lt Weeks (CP)
Lt Art e r ( 1 ) gt rre l l ( B)
Lt Schultz (B) S Taber (G)
Sb Pe r ki ns ( G) Sgt Rowl d, J . w. ( )
Sg Al l n ( ) S t Nu 1 ( E)
S Green (E) S Cer anec (E) i
Sgt Cosselin (E) Pfc Nask (X)
S t Archi b d (X) S t C pent e r , L, F. (%)
S t Gar zzi ( ) Cpl S i et h ( X)
S G te od (X gt Chase ( )

7 z
Lt Chatt (P) Lt H k ns

,
(P)

Lt Wonderl (CP) Lt Solo on (CP)
Lt C k .ns ( B) S nde r ( B)
S Swain (G) Cpl Newell (G)
S t 1a ck ( RG) Sg t S p on , P. C. ( RG)
sg T k ( ) sgt ut edge ( )
P t Grigga (E) Sg Va ancoa (E)
Pvt Davidson (X ) Sgt i hols (X
Sg Pl ea s ant (X) S t F nkl i (
Sgt Magee (X) t laon (g)
Sg Smith, F.E.

(X) S t st ng$ (X)
Cpl Ash roft ( ) W 0 Pearsons( AF}6 th ( )
Lt Rul n ( X)
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96 # ob
Lt i s he r ( P) Lt ne r s on ( P)
Lt Loc kha r (CP) Lt l l e r, R. C.

( CP )
Sgt Be l l e r ( B) S e l c e r ( B)
Cpl Came ron (G) S Fan t a ( G)
Pf c B •r e s s ( R ) Sg t Wl ke r ( G)
Sg Corbitt (E) S t Iz i (E )

P ;.orabe rge r ( E) Pvt Vi d ar (E)
P c Co ne l l ( X) Sgt Tayl or , S . L.

( R)
S t Ba r e l l i (X) Pf Kl e e r (X
Cpl Huntley (X) Sgt Sauvier (X
P t i c (X) S Rut , D. D.

( X)
Lt Wnite (AIF ) ( )

88
_ Lt Lau de r ( P)

Lt d ( CP)
Sg Irwin (B)
S t aupin (G) •
S T ompson ( UG)
Sgt ea y ( E)
P t Guttendorf (E)
Pf c Shea ri d n (X)
Pvt Coa yla (R)
Pv Lealair (X)
Pf c Ke r (Z)
Pvt Fr dericks (X)

The s e c rews t o ek of f on s ched .l e . , . , . en r out e , Lt Eme rs o n, i n

duck ng unde r a l o - hangi r g s qual l , t i pped a wi ng t he wa t e r a d

c ra s hed i nt o t he oc ean . . . . a m .nut e l at r t : e re was ni si ght i ng at

t he s a e s pot . . . . a l l t hat e ai e d wa s a s ma l l f l ame on t he surf a ce .

Lt E e rson , a f o r A- pi l ot , re cent l t ra s f e rred t o t he 9 h , wa s

a pilot of m y hours aloft....his crew •ere veterans of some 20-30

m s s i ons ov e r enemy t e r t vey . . ,

Lt Ingram ar Lt Hosbach came up the next ay..they were delayed

wi t h en gi e t u bl e . . . , t he i r c re ws we re a s f o ows :

#698 93
Lt I n ra ( P) Lt Hos bach (P )
Lt Helbert (CP) Lt McLell (CP)

Sgt Macnana y (B) Lt Wi liams (N)
Pf c Mar ng ( ) Lt Cl a rke ( B)
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But l e r ( R ) Sg t C o i s i e r ( G)
S t Bo d (E) Pvt B ket t ( )
S t Go rt on { E) Sg Eagl e ( E)
5g De s i l s t s ( %) Pv Ce t ry ( E)

C en (X) S t Cat m n ( )
Sgt S de rs ( ) S Sha p ( X)

_
Cpl Tho ( R A ) (%) Lt Pet e rs on (%}

The s eve n s hi o f t he 90 h a r ri v ed at 7 e Fi l d t o f i d i t

squi t o- i dden , ex re e l y hot , nd t he dust a s bad a s ev e r . . . . . . . . .

De c N happeni r s . , . an l e r t but t he boy s at i t t h . . , . .

As a relief gainst t tense New Gui ea heat, the showers

pro v ed an ampl e s ou rc e of rel i ef . . , .

The Ni ps c me ov e r at n g t ar,d t he g e Qt i ng t hey g t p ved mor e

t e e s t i g , f rom a s dpo i nt o f exc i t nt , t ha t he Ni ps aba e . . .

ni l d a . . . .

De c - The 90t h e re rude l y a a kened f or anot he r ni ght f g ht t o

una a a to search for shipping...per u u l, Nip shipping me t bad

t o rms , poo r v i s i b .
i t , a d dang e us f l y ng c ndi t i ons . . . t t ha

ent i re 90 h , de r t h e Co d o f Ca " ed " Johns on , t oo k t o t he a i r .

f_fice t to say that no sh ps were found, sev ral narro e capes

ca e a bo t w i l e f l y :.g t hru t h nde r heads , nd not hi g wa s a ecvmpl i shed . . .
.

but, all ships returned safely .

De c 23- Ni l hap eni ng s . . . o ows y w ar e e re . . . w do n t

do any h g bu swea a nd get di r t y , t h en sho we r , d t a i t al ov e r

aga i n . . t h c rew chi e f s , t he bus y beave r s o f t he o ut f i t , o i l ed i n t he

sun , but t he c o bat c rews s at unde r t he p ot ec t i o n o f t he wi ng , d

EAT D. . . . . and S' EAT a i a New c i nea i s ot ust o rd a ry eat i g . , , . ,

i t i s t he co pl t e and ut t e r o pen g o f al l ava l a l e po re s , d t he

f l oodi ng f rom t hence of al l one s ene rg nd i n i t i at i ve .
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Dac 25- NOEL. . . OEL. . Back i n t he St at e s our f a l es and most

of our frie ds we just a a ening to the ci ilized scheme of thi ,

Without h rr ing, with nothi in nd but time and leisure, they take

the X as gifts, open t em laisu ely, ca aside the wrappin s an

to back to bed again... At 10 A they got up d ate a b e kfast of

chi l l ed orang e j ui ce , eg ;; s wi t h c r s p bacon , c of ee and t h i c k c re am. . .

then a ca ual cigare tte....

About th s e t e in New Gu ea, the 90th had been up for four

ho ur and we re s reat n out an l e r t h a t nev e r at e r i l i zed . . . .

Some o f t he b o s t oo k church . . . i t wa s a qu et X a s . . . . . no

compl ai nt s . . . f ac e , ch ee rf ul e s s was prev al ent . . . . . e at l ea s t

we re a i v e t o he ra l d i n t he Xm s o f 19 2, r i l e o me of oar be st

friends never did see it...per aps ther was a silent vow that next

a s we ul d have t h Ni p B st ard back i n s ya s o we cou l d hav e

as in the homes of our f il es....

At ni gh t , whi l e t he l ads s t ove r t he i r f i re s i t he i r revet ment s ,

heatin tea, sippi g oup and swat i mo quitos, the field l y in ag

peaceful silence.... It Ca e Upon a idnight Clear .....far away, the

hi gh dm ne , g et t i ng c l os e r . . . e n .s t he Ni p ca ove r .

De c 2 B 26 s , P- 40 ' s , P- 3 9 ' s , P- 3S ' s , A- 0 s , ' s , 1 ' s ,

eaufi hters, and in fact even DC-3's droned overhead...but the 9 h

and t he 13t h s at on t he g ound a n wat ched he m. . , man y g e s s e s ade

at our bei ag s ent up t o P . . . . none a de any s en s e . . .

De c 2 - t i s i t t i an d swe at i r . . .
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Dec 2 - umors that we y go back to CT to orrow aad the 38th

t o e l ev e us . . . hope s o ar . . . e want ed t o c e l eb rat e t bi s Ne w Yea r i n

t he s nct i t o f our ow m qui t o- dden ent s a d wi t h i n our o

pr ovi sed a r s at Chart e.rs To er s . . . a t e r al l , w td he l p make 194z

i s t o ry . . . c e r t ai nl we we re e t i t l ed t o w l co me i 19 3 whi ch we ul d

al sa wri t e hi s t o ry oo . . . .

De c 29- We pa cked up , d ro pped our bo bs nd t o o k o f f . . . .

A s ev e re Col d F nt l a y be wee n Po rt Mo r e sby a Ch r e rs Towe rs . . ,

a d hour out f m Port aresb nd ou saw a see .
1 ' re ble waY Y - g

o f si n e r- l oa k r.g c l o uds t hat ex ended , n ome c a se s , t o 25, 00 0

f ee t , and t ouched t h e wat e r at i t ba s e . . . . , t he 90t h made i t . , , a 1

ships arriving at CT at 1700 ..... apt Thom s, of the h, a veterar

ar,d s eas oned c ombat p l ot , nev e r a r ri ved . . . , a s ad l o s s f o r t he 13t h . . .

Doc e me s e nt down on t he s a shi p , . . ,
The Of f i ce r s R om", u de r t he e x per t e y e and h d o f Lt

l e s s i g on , s ne a r co pl e t i on . . . a new sho we r had be en s et up by

' 1e s i n t he Of f i ce rs t ent a re a . . . . '

T at i ght t h e boy s of t he 0t h di pped a d e n oy ed l f e . ,

De c 3 - A day o f f f o r 1 c bat c rews . , . t ent s c l e ned up, l et t e rs

wri t t e , t ri ps t o t o n t o s e cure ne ce s s a ry i t ems , and a g e ne ral et urn

to rorm lacy,,.,

Dec 31- 8 day t hat wi l l go down i n t h annua s f or t he s a ne s s

i t b rought t o t he 90t h . . . . .

The da b oke clear and cool.....ever one as bustling ar
,

get t i ng ady f o r t he bi gge st bus t of t he y e ar . . . . . cr ew ch i e f s nd

gu e r we re down at t he i r pl ane s ea r l y get t g t he i r wo r k do ne e l y . . . .
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At 1 00 Capt " ed " J oh so n t ook a e ep t o t he l i e t o t ake a

plan e to Townsville for t e purpose of pickin up a few p ls...they

w re t o t ake t he part q at t he "Ru Room" t h t ni t . . . Go rt on

a d S Gibson raffled to see who o ld go as co-pilot on their ship

98.... bson won... Coen of ntelligence went along a p senger..

At Townsv i l l , "R d ' pi c ked up a f ew f r i ends , gn s d out hi s cl ea -

an ce pape r s , an d t h t i s t he 1 s t he wa s s ee n . . . al i v e . . . . . Scat t e red

showers lay between Char ers Towe •s d Townsville....eon, in partic- .

ul r wa s t hi c k n d bl a ck . . . . . . .

Back at Charters Tawers the boys swung i to a gala even g....

The part y at t ie Rue Room" an d at t h e Of i cer s Cl ub i n t o n was sadl y

lacki g "Red s" presence...everyone thought "Red " had been he over

b weat he r o r had s t opped at anot he r f i e l d . . . .

Today t hre e new of ` i ce s h v e o ed t he ranks of t he 9 t . . . . . .

Ca ; t r e r o f t _ t h c a e ov e r and t o k ov e r t he p s i t i on of CO. .

C pt "Jock " Hen bry of the 13th ass med the position of Operatiors

Of f i c e r whi l e Ca pt e rt z o f t he 13t h bec ame Engi nee r i ng Of f i ce r . . . . .

e we re gl ad t o wel come t he s e of f i cer s . . . . arner wa s a n A- p l ot

of much me ri t d wa s t he re c i pi ent o f t he Si l v e r St a r ; "Joc k ", a

thousand-hour lad, and a veteran of some 30 odd ssion over enemy

t err i t o ry wa s an a s s et t o t he or gani zat i o n . . . . Capt e r t z , a t he r

old pilot, both in hours a d eombat experience was equall w lcomed...

J 1- The news cam as a s hock . . . but i t wa s t rue . . . "Red ' Johns on

s i s g . . . . he wa s a s s u d t o be f or ee d down s ome nl ac . . . but " ed "

wa s t oo ol d a ha nd , t o o e x pe r i enc ed , t o hav l et a n eng i ne f a l ure st op

hi m. . t hus wo r y on the ent i r e p rt of t he 9 h . . . . .
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(Ki11ed in ction 7/23/43)

THI S PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 1295



T IS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E 129 8

,: ,
.._,

.-; , -. s

.
' :

:•
i . .

.

. •
l

1

r

:;;, :

. , . .. • ..

C t , " Jock" H nep br p o ned u i n Dec of 1 42 f r o t he 1 3t h
Squsdron,, "Jock" took over t ell important post of Op r tion
Officer. Thi picture t ken rom a convoy at sea, shoas "Jock"
ready fnr the inevit ble wfth his " e West".,,,,,,,,

.'
, A
' ' , •

•
• r . • .

R
. , , .

' ., ' . :
' '

! '
.r .J ' , '

q • . , , . . ,
.

/ h
.

! ' ? ' ' ' . .
..

. .
' . '• , 1

. • i h
. . . • .

. . : ' - i
'
'

,
i . , . t l , • 1 ' j '

«
. L ' • ' '

•. _
i .. . . _ . :

'
.

j

'

S

.
( : r .

: . ? r 1
)

'
1

.• ' ' f

. . ' `
, .

T - `

_.. ` _. ._

Lt J ohn R iol - a ; a t or . , , J ohnny o n ed t he 9 t h Apr i l 1 7,1942 „ n e xc el
.
l ent v i t or good o r ni zer a nd a compe t ent

n f or ny t as k , , , , . , , , , , , ,

T IS PAGE DECLASSIFIED I W E 1295



T IS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E 129 8

1 0

dan 2- 5 i l ot ng heard of ed ". . . . h ew. . g Ches on,

Sg t Per ki ns , d Al l , e re not i f bg . e t heg d bee n o

urlough)....,....

J 3- Lt V se k, Lt Sho r , t os e Jo so , Lt Ho e , a Lt

cCou a d c re ws t u n f r om l e a e . . . a nd t h y l o oked i t , . . .

A burne d pl ane 20 mi l e s we st o f To n v l l e sl g t ed by our se ar ch

pa t i e s . . . . hope s s o ar . . . be R d " a d i bs on e re a :ve . . t C t t

returning fz m Brisbane aid he'd seen som one waving from he wreck

w i wa s i e t i f e d a s e e "( h ch d n Ph F
_r

l y i d , 698 )
. . . . .

J n 11 of the th ships ar now Br sba e... P ppy Gunn h d

sug ested to General hitehe d and Genera e ey that the should be

conve ted i to at ck planes.... thus, the we e in Brisbane getting

0 cal . g ns .ns t al l ed . . . f o r i n t he no s e nd t o on ea ch e .de . . .

w had h d ru ors to this effect, but e eri ents lon these linea

had pro v d t hat i t oul d not work a t he e co l t o re t he r vet s l o s e . . .. .
Ca Thomas of t he 13t h wa s d ef i ni t el y che cke d up by t he oup

as i s s n aat on " . , . . .g •

ed " John on nd 5 other re ched by sear hi g par ,..., his

pl e a pl ou hed t o t he bo t t om of a o t a i n a 1 m ab r

o f t he c rew ki l l ed . . . . John son a d Gi on we r e c cou e d f o r but

the ot r four m n wer a mystery....

J 5- Tr s i t i on i n t he f t e rnoor:. . . Lt Me Ke e , Lt Sol o on ,

Lt P y or a d Lt Wonde rl y we re "che oked " out on t he l e s i de . . . .

e w ca e t h t ha t t he h i s t o mo e by S day t o Po

More s bg . . . . . , Lt . one s of Suppl y ad i s boy s p c ki n c at e s a l

day ... t V lussk wa not nly o ad with the burden of pack
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up but he had a t he s e new At t Ck " pl ane s t o cont end wi t h . . .

T o mo re l e f t f or Bri sbane t oday . . . apt La rne r an Lt Hel be rt

and Lt Hawki ns a n Lt ol omon t oo k t he m. . . .

Lt 3. l l wv od ert t o Port . .o e sb t o t ry out t e n w uns

on 721.....

J Lt Ku n feverishly seen collecting res a p ck g

box e s do• at Radi o sha ck . . . .

Li n' Tra i ne r aug er at e d . . . . som o f t he boy s we r e f l
,

i ng t he

pat t e rn ag a . . . G of t he pi l ot s had s ome l i be f ore t he wee k wa s

ov r . . . . 90 de re e t u f o r ore a l f a m nut e , 1'i v e hund red f ee l

l o s of al t i t ude . . . . . , f l y s rai ght a . ve l . . . . A t he cadet st uf f

al l ov er aga . , ar .:i d t he pi l o t s +o •rre t c h dl y . . . . .

Ca pt eneb y n d t A e r v e t he new c o- p ot s da y l e ct ure s

i Navi g at i on . . . . e of t he ol d pi
.ot s gave t he m c o ckpi t t i me . . . .

Lt Poi re i t e l l i . ence ga ve t he an i nk i ng of whgt t o ex pect

f rom t h e s t a po nt of t e rr ai n and e nemy s hi p. i n g an d g o und t roops . . . .

o r t h me r i c a re pre s an at i ve 0 'Rourke ga ve l ec t ur e s on t he 5 . . .

Rumo rs t ha t we d h v e P- l s s oon . . . . . .

J 7- Squ d n al l packe an rea dy no . . . . but wor k c o e s

thru th t we migh not move for a month...:: :

Lt Smal l woo , Lt c hi e rl o a n t au de r ge t ba ck f rorn Port

Mo re s b wi t h ba d ne ws a s t o t he f unct i on i ng o f t he B- 5 a s an

at t ack pl ne . . . . . . ri vet s buckl e , v brat i on t hrows of f t he hydraul i c

s y s t e , and al l t h e guns won ' L i re . . .b ut i t can be t ake n wi t h a

g a i n of s a l t . . , al l t he s e n w ex p r en s t ake t . e t o i ron out . . . .
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(Forgot to mention that Dec th s th® offic .al op ni of t e

R e Room", . , t h i s j o b , unde r t he s u s i on o B s si ngt on , w s a

beaut , . . , t he el ub w s s c reened i n, ad a t i n oo f , wooden s de s ,

a new ba r t ha t wo d hav d e a ny bar room i n Sy cine j us i ce . ,

e l l al mo st . . . , . , . t e l i h t s we re s e s o t h t he wo d oa st t he i r

gl ovr ugwa . . , . s de cora t i on s had b een s rung up l org t he s e s . . ,

a bi g ' e r Chr i st ma s s t he c ent ral s c heme of t h e de c ora t cns . . .

cha r s a n be nche s l i ned t he si de s . , . . t h wa s ot t he f i r st t

nt hat tns 9 t owed t he i r t hanks t o Bl e s s f or h s i n e nui t y . . , , .

Howe , Wi l l i a s , Ca p "Sco Ly " De i son a d o n Ri o put i n

lot of time on it ith hi ...,

an Squ d n r a y a cki g i n ea r.e s t ow, , . by e en t hs

rad o , r e ent a d eng i e e r i g s e c t i o l l dy f or t he wo c t o

ove out..,

Lt L unde r s a d Lt a l wood ret . n d f o Po t Mo r s by d h e

t r out s f o r e new at t ac k sh i ps . . , l l s hi ps s howed a t e d n t o

buckl e or come a rt i n t he nas . . . i a di d rot hei ht en our o i -g t

sm t e l ea . . . .

exs that G neral W l er Qf the Sth B mber Com d was lo t i

a rai d wi h t he B 1 7 s ove r a l y t e rday . . . . a s a l o s s t o t he

me ri c n Fv rc e . . . . .

9- che cki rg t he i l e s I f i nd t a t t h e 9 h uadron h

l os t a .mos t ll 0 men t o dat e . . . i t i s dee i de d t o d edi c e t
.
i s qu d

Diary to the m o y of ou glor ous dead .,,.
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,,. Lt Tam Platts' crew ,.., a of whom were kil] d except CP
t t He a d . , . . On ov 1 , 1 4 , c o :i r.

b ck f r am an a rm̂ re r co on
Lt Hr wk i ^ ' i r. , e v aa hn ppe t

,y
1 Z r o . . , t.he ns u i ng ba t t.l e

k i l l ed Pl t a nd ne cs s i t a t ed a cr e s h l nd i r. wh i ch r e u l t ed i
sub quent tra edy end the de th of all but one o th crew,.,,L t n R, . . , ba ck - f g t Co f f e e , t Me f or d , Sgt H phr i e s , t t Head , . .f r on t - .° gt E. L. Wi l s on , gt Fr s nk f or t.he r . .
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,.. Lt Chatt's cre .... L to R..,.. back- Lt HarLl ne, Lt Ch tt,
Lt l e s i t a n , i .t Wonde r l y , .° gt Al l n (RAA )

, f r a nt - t Pu cker .
Sgt ar es, fgt Landry..,.
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Lt Dol o f t e 1 t h, de t e l y i v ® up a s s s g.

is ah p ad dis pp d en r te o Po 1or eby a w da s ago.

a or ubenst e , Group Ad ut a ust t r nsf erred t o G 1 of 5t h

Ao ber Ca mand, was a ss n er... a d losa o the roup...

Rumored t ni t e t t we may be he r f ©r anot her t hree l s . . .

Jan l - Lt her i ched l d t o a pl e t o i sb e f or

nose un s a at i . . ,

News e e ked hr t hat a bi bat t l e wa e s on at Lae . . , ev e l

ans rt $ t e c d dest r a ' t o ir o , Pr b r ' , d . ro p . . . . Al . ed

bo bers w ing e head...2 B 2 s of the 3 th ( oup lost, dus

chi e f l y t o t he F- 3 a, . .

I n t he e v ni ng a t t he R e oom h e ga t he ng of t he Cl an enco re

une f oi s . . . . . Lt Jone s , W. , wa s ven a s al l s endi ng aw ps t

by t he bo y s . . . e wa s t n e r ed t o t he at e . . . o i r , one C. A. ,

Sho , Denn on , Howe , G l l more d ot he r s e re on h d o s e e t hat

he ad a royal r ception... allwood had is w .
fe pres nt as did

W. B. one s . . . uf f i c e t o t hat l ' Ke e k our ba ende rY Y

ext r o d ar , as kept mi ht busy . . . . .

J n 11- Lt Hnghe r t u ad w t h a shi p f rom he S t h t da . . .

t ha i v es us 3 shi ps so we now pr pa e f or s me f o x t i on w r . , .

Ca t e ebr p© t ed a sch dul e by oon f or t h o row. . . .

mo r a t ni t e t ha t t he t h Sq adron i s t o t ak f our ne ,y

converted ship ..... hat next:lil

Jan 1 2- Format i on of Ca t ene br , cCo nd Schi e r l a ne r

di d get of f . . . Henebr s pl e had e e r bo t oubl e , t he o t s "

pl e wag g ou ded for an spection, and Mc a.
d his a e
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"racked of f " b • H neb y wr.o t ook ome of the new co- p l ot s up f or

t r s t i on . . . .

Rumo r t t al l na i at o rs d bomba rdi er s wi l l b e t ans f e r ed

shor t l y . . . , t he l at e a f e r oo n l l c rews ret urr ed f m Bri sbane

by orde r of Col 5 t ri c l l and . . . , t he s quadro n i s f i l l ed aga a nd noi s e

breaks the qui t peace of yeste d ....

Ni g t t r s i t i on f o r Sbi s a, e i d, Po rt e r , Moo re , ar Pai ne . . . .

be aut i f ul weat he • and i t r : nded one of ni g ht f l y i r,g i n Fl pi n

School , whe re one c l o ud wou l d g r oun d l l pl e s . . .

Jan 14- s ome of t he l ads t oo k i n L nk Trai ne r whi e ot he r s f l ew. . .

Ca p La e : . d hyd r a ul i c f ai l u i n t h e i t e r on a n wi t h t he he l p

of Capt W z, who was flyi co-pilot, he woun do n the wheels and

c e i n g ac s y . , . .

Lt Poire and hie Intelligence Staff give out the p that abaul

i s t ee ng wi t h i p s hi ps . . . . whe e t he y rri l l st r ke i s a mo ot que st i on .

The olomons is a good guess...

Ca Hene bry , t owe and Lt I nde r l e f t t od ay t o bri ng ba k

s ome shi ps f rom B 1 sba ne . . . .

J 1 5- ra i n c an c el l ed al l m r ng act i v i t i e s . . . n t he af t e rnoon

i t c l ea red up Capt We t z l ed 5mal l wo od d cCoun n at t ack f o

ation ov r the surroundi co tr ide.....co ng in to l nd cCoun

coul dn t l owe r hi s whee l s s o h c: mbe d t o 7000 d wi t h t h e he l p

of Lt Lockhart, his co-pilot, d Sg Hume and 5 t Parsons, he the

s i t uat i on i n hand . . . . t hi s m ke s t h e 4t h hyd ra l i c f a l r e f o r c oun

and c w .....

we
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Heat l ghtn ng at n ght al ost disr pted the movies in t .......

r t a G r bo, pl ay ng n Two Faced Wo an ", was t he a t t r act i on , and

we a most lo the st o the movie so o en did the screen become

ded w t h t h e i c r e a s i n l a s h e s of l i ght en i ng . . ,

J
.
16 Schierloh, Johnson , R.E., Poire , allwood, M Caun, and

ca- pi l ot s went t o Br i sba n e t o a t o b r b ck s ome s hi p s . . . .

A q i e t Sat . rday n ca p . . . . t he al s , u de r Lt ol a , a r e

p r oba bl y t he be s t t h at t he p h v e ev r bee n at . . . . S i cke l s on,

me s :: S t , pe r f o d nob y at h i s j ob .

J 17- Ni l a ct i v i t y t oday . . . be ant f l day . . , s ome boy s ve t o

ehurch, others slept d the energetic rode horseback th u the cou try.,,

ews comin th u about a move to Moresby....

an 18t h . . . , a ck up boy s , a o f f t o Po Mo r s by . . . . . .

frantic stuff this cking...not enough p c g c e .....some

a down Sout h a nd hav e t o hav e t he i r cl o e and b l on ..ng s p cked

by ot he r s . . . . Lt J on s o f Supp .
l y wa s wor i n - hi s he d o f f nd t hat

of h i s d e pa r n t a l s o . . . who ha s t h at mn h me r , . . I c t do t wo

t hi g s a t on ce . . . o r k on r y b y s . . . a ha s t o be p c k nd c rat ed

ab oa d t h e t r a n s by 8 PM, and t ha t do e s tt me a 8 :15 • . . an d s o i t

as..... a paramount ab b t the h ca e thru again....the adv nced

conv oy f o r T© sv i l e l e f t CT at 1 A d t he re ma de r of t he t ks

n t h e r a r c onv oy l e f t at l a t e even . . . .

J an 19- Rat he r qu.
i s t a r ound camp. . . . t e nt s be i n p l l ed down and

pac ked , at he rwi s e t was r a t h e r a q u i e t da y as com ared t o t he f ant i c

work o yeste da ......,..
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an 20- B d uck, hat u l Gre l n t hat s bee t work i t hi s

Squadron of late, f ll tod y...,...it as a f ne, cle r a ternoon

t e ai and t he wi ds v g go ne wi t h t he mo r i :g . . . . t . a moad

' oo s e " Jo ns on d Lt L e pol d , a newl a rr i ved co- pi l ot , we t out

t o 90 t o t ake up up on a t e st ho p, . . . . t Bl e ss gt v ol unt e e ed

t o s ng t he co pas s and s o gat aboard . . . g Landr , c rew ch i e ,

wai t unt i l b t h ot o rs t urned ov e r a _ t he n c l i be d i n d l l ed

up ha doo r . . . . t hi s wa s t he l s t t i :r.e t he y we re s e en t og t he r . . . . t e

pl ar.e wa s s ee n che cki g i t s ags at t he d of t he r unwa . . . t he gun

wa s p ured x she st a e d down t he s ri p. . . . t e n f e t of f t h g round

a d t he g:t cr ne c ut out w t h a s e ri e s o f s ha p ba ckf i re s . . . .

" oos e " f eat her e t he r h t p p, . . , t he hee l s we re s e en t o a ar

ov g upwa ds an d t r n mot i on s t opped and t hey hunb . . . t he s p

c l ea red t e t re e s at t he o h e nd of t he ru way . From t hen on t

l o st al t i t ude . . , t h 8 no s e uns d a c tuni t i on , whe el s a d f l a ps

do n , i t co ul d no t ga al t i t ude on one en i ne . . . . i t cra s hed a mi l e

f ram t he end o £ th e st r i . . . t he c re w di d a a ni f i ce nt
,
job but i tP

wa s hope l e s s f ro t he f i rs t , . . . t he 90t h l o s t f our ex ce e ::t men . . .

they re st now i Tow svi le...the e er w ll b for otten.

J n 1- mo s t o f t he boy s i Town i l l e 2i t i n o r wh t was

supposed to have be n a . ediate depar ure for New Gui ea,...

Howeve r , we ha d t o ai t f or an e s c o t o . d us on t he s h pp

l ane s ar_d : t s ae ed t o t a ke age s t o l oa d our s hi p . . .

Some of t he co. b t c rew st ood by a s dock g a r s e c , due t o

the fact tha the r ships were l id up f r the gun ch n e ia Brisbane ,.
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Jan 22 - i l wai t .ng . . . . Lt 3anes , u l y f f i cer , i n ch ge

of t he To ns i l l e group. . . . s o e of t he r e t of t h e g ound eche l on

stayed ba k in CT rutting last details nto order.....

Wi t h much pomp d c eremony d t he ai l a a s hi ng of t ee t h ,

"Utter Abando " was torn to the gro d nd packed....thi U opia of

comfort a d scen c beauty sheltered Capt De nison, Lt Jones, Lt Short

a d t Poire thr any a rainstorm a d bra sto ....

Ja .
23- Sti l wait ng...ne s that the transport would le a y

day naw.....

a j ar Evano f f nd Col St r i ck l nd l e f t f or Por t r es by . . . . . Lt

Cour:, Lt Hawki ns , a nd Sc er l oh pa s s ed t hru t o ns l e on t he way

Nort h , j t ha g had t he i r pl ne s put i n arder at 8r i s bane . . . . .

Ma j or "Pappy " nr. had t ol d t :em t o hur ry No t h a s a Jap a da as

c om n g down t hr u Vi t ai s St rai t s . . . . . t he t r i o ar r i v ed at New G ne a t o

f nd it deader than a door ail.....

Ja 2 I n t he i nt e r m, t he ai r ec hel on si t at ed at 3 l e Fi el d

wa s ha s ome pra ct i c e wor k . . . . bombi ng an d s t raf i ng of t he s h i p i n

the harbor was the order of the d ..... der Capt a ner, the lads

we •e s how ng r vgr e s . . . . at t hi s t i me t hos e at Mor s by we r e : Lt s

L under, .llwood,
Hosback, Ingra , Capt Wertz,

Capt G o •e,
Lts

.
Cl arke , Hughes , Sbi s a , R s ebu h, R dout , Por t e r and a w ot he r of f i c e rs .

Sgt St r at on , Sgt Corbi t t , Sgr Gr e e n, and s ome of t he ot he mor e ex -

perienced linemen also were present.....

Ja 2 5- at 4 A t hr ee Ni p b mber s c e ov er , t ak n g adv t a e of

the moonli ht, and dumped their load on 7 le Dro e, getti g d ect

hit on one transp rt p ne....the ack ack that met them kept us all
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we under cover or deep lit trenches...the d er of the ack ck

f rag s were mor s ever e t han t he bo bs t he rs e l ves . . . . .

Capt La rner , doi ng ome f ancy r ee l c ng " f ou d us a new c m

site nea 17 ile Field...to
be e ct, 2 les south....it is the

hollow of a ridge and :he area we have is pearated by a saddle....

upon fi st glance it was horrible....nu erous rocks, weeds, squitos,

du t from the roads etc.....it later turned out to be a asterpiece

of j udgement a s we had one of t he f i e s t s i t es i ore s b . . . . . a

t he pl ne s wer e t r an s f e r red t o 17 l e Dr ome and a l l per s onnel m ved

by rucks.... y n . t all were bedded down somehow...a serable

dri zle made the mosquitos flock indoors....

J n 26- T e Japs paid us a other v sit at 3 AM and some P3 ts

were waiting for them and cl imed a probable bomber....

....gener gett.i g acclimated.... the a te noon,
Capt Ia ner

had a meet ng at the l
. e....

t aunder, acting perations Officer

in Capt Henebry 's absence, assi d Hawki s, Schieloh a d cCoun to

af t ernoan fl n Mc Coun had 'nydra l i c t roubl e a d c oul dg. . . . . . . .

not get his nose heel down...the nose heel cable was off the dr

and t he t a s k wa s i po s s i bl e . . . i t h t he hel p of r i s co - pi l ot Lt Lau der

d S t Patt er s on ( UG)
, l l t he un t i on w s t ak en rom t he no s e gu s

t o he e r eme t ai . . . . .af t e r al l t he f ue l
. wa cons ed , a l andi

on the crash strip at 7 ile was ade.....t e nose held off (all

t e crew were in th ta ) until he ery end when it fell and

knocked the no e off ...no other dama e was brought ab ut....

J 27- A other air ra d at 3 A ...no d mage.....
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Hughes, Schierloh, Ridout, seb sh, McKe a d apt Wer z le

fo tion in the or in and bombed the eek....the lads come

at 2 0 mph a about 1000 yd a ay f m m t e eck o en f re . . . . .

at about 1 yds t he bo b bay daors open d at 2 yds he bombs f a

d aki p ri gh t o t he s hi p. . . . i yo ar e l uek , , , . . . . . . . , . .

s that the s ad on arrives tomorrow..,. eat news.... t Johnt

R o l a , n ch ge of in es s ha s hi s s i t e pi ked out nd h s a dy

started on it... cGou is n ch rge of t e pipe nes d a l ater

f i ur es . . . h i s hel ped abl by Lt Me ee , . , . . . S t Pardue and S

S der put perfor nce without whic: the task never cauld hoped

to have been completed.....

At ni ght t he o f f i cer s ha be er. go i n t o t he w O c er s '

Club....
it is o the ocean and gave the ds a very cool e en g...

a sorts of cool, soft dri ks w ere served.....a other estab ish e t

ne door had a f a ncy .er i can d nc e ba d al ways i n s e s s i on e d i f

ou were lucky to meet a nu se you co ld take her there a d dine and

dan ce and be haunt ed bout t he f l oor by t he ey e s of t he ol ve s of

Po t oresb,y,...a
t t is date, none of the 0th were lucky e ou h to

be ong the ha nted........

Jan 28t h- t h e gr ound eche l on f i nal l a r i v ed wi t h t he s ual f a n-

f a e o f i s s i n peopl e and e qui p nt d e c i t e n t . . . , . . by ev e ng

t he q wer e a o t he h l l s of our neoph e c p . . . . . we had t o eat a

t he 37 t h Serv i c e Squa dr n du e t o t he f c t t ha t our own m s s wa s not

set np as yet,.,.,.we showered at the same place a looked for a d

t o t e d y when our ow me s s nd show r woul d be i a ct i on . . .
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Ja.n 29- Far at i n f l i ng t e morn g wh l e back at c amp t hi s

were cleaned up...to wit: tents straightened, pipe l nes laid nd

dyed, the mes hall floor laid down with ee ent, telephone wires strung,

t h e s hower s pro gr e s s g, and her e an d t he re n coul d be s e n cl e n i ng

their dirty la nd .....it as a .sera
ble day, ,

it ra ed "a la

New Gu nea" an d that is rain the su rlative.......mosquitos

fierce a they fo lowed one a over...big red " astards", as we

were ont to call them.....

J 0- Lt Chat t nd Lt Howe arr ve wit h crews f ro m ri sbane. . .a 3

Tents spr n ing up...look like brown mushrocros....some 100 odd

tents in o r area alone....not to c nt those on the li e.... he

c ombat cr ews s l eep wi t h t h e i r ah i ps t h e i r ev et e n s , whi l e t he

O ficers sleep in camp......

J 3l - Cap t Wer t z l ed a f or mat i on i n t he morni n g and t hen di d a

pretty buzz job on the ships n he harbor and the neighbor g houses....

several hours later the 90th was notified to the effect that t ere

would be no re buza g of the t n and harbor......

Feb 1- Maj r ne r , C0 , l ed a pr et t y f ormat i on .n t he mcrni ng

on some sti trial aneuvers..... t Hawkins, Chatt, cCoun and Howe

held it with h m.....

T e mes is serving us now in our a ca p....prett swel and

t le faod excellent... fact the best e had ever tast d i New inea...

The usual New u nea driz le......e
v r anroying.......

Feb 2- A t or r e t i al ra i n i t he af t er noon t hreat ened t o was h awa

our ca p and all our ef orts, but suf ice it to sa bat the 90th ea e

thru aga or top.....
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Sg Aubr eq of t he F g e eri g D p d d a ara ount j ob of sodder . g

on t he wat er t a ks hi ch p hem n co mi s s i on f or ns . . . . . . .

Feb 3- e big ru or, and it i n 't idle trine r or, is that

o r m i n bj e ct i ve wi 1 b Rabu . . . . . t h our s hi ps t he ape r hea d o at t ack .

Feb - Water tr uble,...p mps ready...but, they 't wo k..... nd

.
f and when , t he y wi ll hav e t o gr nt some t o pus h i t np 1 50 eet . . . .

Feb adged hit us ag n today....thi ti e it was "C unt Oleg"

c ierloh...the
"Cc nt" wa practice-bomb g the wreck in the h bor a d

hi s t a i l i t t h e s t . . . . t i s t or e hi s t ai l of f a d he s bun . . . . t B d

R
.
dcut , a ne l ad r t e out f i t , as s c o- pi l ot , ar : c ahon was

hi s en g e er . . . t wo ot her e opl e went d w wi t h t he ghi p and t he y we r e

as eng er s f ro m a Serv :c e Un i t near by . . . . a member s of t he s hi p e re

ki l l d . . . . t h i s was a d pened bl ot on our l i f e . . . we had a .
1 j us t about

gi ve n up t he t hou t of t ha t ol d bugabo s o pre val ent of l at s i t e 90 t h . . .

Feb 6- e p p wor .... t eid a d Lt olom n a d crews pulled in

from isbane.... g Corbitt, crew chief of the "D dger" got the w

of a prop t odaq d al os t broke hi s shoul der . . . . .

Feb S Cha pa e , t he upper gunn er i n aj Pe t er s on ' s h i ps t hat

has been m s s n g a c .on i ne e Nov 2 t h , s howed up a t t he camp i t h an

a azing s ory of his escape f om the jaws of he Japs.....here is his

sto y as told to me... c dently, the radio gu ner , S Grah A F}

slso escaped with hi .....
"We tovk vff at 11PM f om Port Moresby d were

t e vicinitq of the H Gulf, 100 miles SE of L e, by 1 :30... e

dodged fierce hunderstor s l the way there....the five destroyers whom

we were se t ou a ter were r ported in his vicinity... raha h d nter-

cepted a 17 rep rt, uncoded it, a iven the dope the jor....
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an ray , about 12: 5 we saw a big blaze a ead of us a d we dave ow to

about a thousand feet a d found that it was a Nip destroyer that had

s fered a d ect hit by a B-17..... he ajor circled the destroyer a d

a s j us t about r e ady t o com .n f o r t he k l l h n t he bo oa di er , rby

Neal , a nounced ov e r t he t er phone t h a t t e bo bs co dn t be dro pped

due t o m chan i cal t roubl e i n t h e nt e vol omet er . . . . . . s udden , wi t h a

terrific explosion, the destroyer was seen to blow up....we were all

mighty scared as it ossed us about badl ....suddenl the r ght motor

b44kf i r ed s ev er al t i me s . . . . . he a 'or cal l ed a d a s ked me t o s e i f IJ

coul d r e l e a s e t he bombs f r om t he bombay m ua l y as he ad t o f eat her t he

g ht eng i ne . . . . c rawl ed i n a nd t r i e d a d j us t t h en t he s hi p hi t t h e

water a d she broke i a .... raham and I were thro n clear....suddenly

I s aw Ca pt Herber t f l oat i ng i n t he rat er and I r ab ed h and p l l e d hi m

up onto a wing... r was gett g the fe raft clea .... n about a

ute the pl ne went up on one wing a sank quietly.... a Herbert,

whom I s oon f ound t o be de ad , went wi t h i t . Gr ah m and I . naged t o

get into the rub er boat nd started p dling ...the shore ng was

v sible i the dist nce....by da br ak we reached s o e... raham cut his

f e et badl y o n t he c or al s . . , s c e nat i v e s f ound us t h er e and t oo k us t o a

near y :ission..... e found that we were near Heldbach, the vici it

of F schhaven...from then on it was just a etter of gett g around I e

nd back t o Por t 1ore sby . . . . we s t art ed i t he di r e ct i on of Madang , whi ch

is due 1or h, then cut west ards at the Cromwell Mts....we hit .a ung,

Sungsu , Busen o,
Ga n, and Ng ir.....at one poi t a Jap p ty was

nearby an this necessitated our sendin out a patrol to do some reco na-

i s anc e . . . went wi t h i t w i l e Gra h r:, w o s e f e et st i l l bot he r ed hi m,
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sta ed behind....this was the last I saw of h , as Ja cross d our tr cks

behind us nd made our ret trip foolh y....we waited at Gabsonkek

for t e rem nder o our p rty to catch up...but they ne r d d so we

pus ed on . . . we I at er ound t hat t hey wer e u t a ew day s behi d us . . . .

The Aus t r i l i ans and nat i v es who ade up our p rt y wer e s e l l t v me . . .

They gave me cloth ng nd shared their bully-beef ith me.....at Wau I

got a transport to Port oresby...and thats about all ........,.......

we l, that is about hox it was told to e.... t G h c e into camp

t e s r about t h e s a e . . . .what had ha e ed wast he re x da h t o y an . p

that the plane had n e gi e shot out b nother destro er the area

nd not be g abl e t o s al vo t he bombs on "s af e "
, du e t o mec han c al a l ur e ,

a l t i t d e wa s not ma i nt a ed . . . any at t empt t o dr op t hem r d wo r.l d hav e

been e mor e di s a t erous . . . . as t he y we r e 500 ounder s ard t h e re wer e

b aboa d....both of these boys d d a great job nd re most certai ly

l n e f or a c i t at i on . . . . . , . . . .

the afternoon a lot of the fellows ent to the u er l of

Sch i er l oh , Lt .
dout d S Mc hon . . . . . i t wa s hel d n a smal l c e e t ry

on a sma o ntai several les E of Port resby...this ce try will

eao be a National Oe et .......
b en were pall bearers f S

, cMahon

nd 6 for Lt Schierloh.,....it was a simpl ceremony...as we stood ere

while the bugler sounded taps, we thought o ou frie ds who we had

seen al ve but two days ago,.....they were bein buried 7000 miles from

ome . . . t here wa s no pomp : d c e remony . . . , t hey r e p t of our va s t a m , . . .

an d pa r of t he unf ort unat e t h t hav e and wi l l hav e t o b e bur ed f or e g

i r t . . . . . . . e t ps e d . . . a l l ey f om t e honor gua rd b l as t d ov er ,
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t he dead mens ' aves . . . . . t he d r t was shovel ed n af t er our f ri en s . . .

I remembered R .lph
W ldo erson's re rk at the buria of a friend...

"T at s t he way t he r l d ends , not i t h a bang , but a h pe ". . . . . . . . .

Feb 7- The s ho e rs now wor k , and du e mo s t l y t o S Sn de r and S t

Pardue, they are the best on the isl d...10 shower heads ive the .n

p.e water and ample roo ...the com t crews were posted toda ......

here is how the,y appeared.....

PLANE PI L T CO- PI LO R. GU GUNN

' ner S Ri cha ds S S Ti berl ake969
962 Cap Nenebr Lt Lee
?8 Capt Wertz Lt Castelli S 3 aber S S C ovisier

988 Lt Chat t F/ 0 Car s e ( A ) f c ut l er S S wa
l 9 Lt McNutt Lt anders S S R wland, . T S Norton
2 Lt Hawk s Lt ckord Sg Sa p on Cpl Newell

793 Lt Hosbach ellan t Casa o S S Patterson
968 Lt allwood Lt Lockhart S Poet S S F y

3 Lt Hughe s Lt We eks c B r ket S S Cl a rk
13? Lt Reed Lt Hel be t P t Di v er s S/ S Power s
981 Lt Lau d Lt Pryor S S Rowlan d S/S Estep
1 2 Lt Cr i swe Lt P i ne (R AF ) S/ S M up
81 Lt McCoun F/S Wi k son Sgt McCarthy S/S Hume

732 Lt Fisher Lt Solo n S/S ucker
87 Lt ngra Lt Par y S/S lito S Harrell
980 Lt Howe Lt Jones Cpl urch S/S A

_ 968 Lt oore F/S Stephen
6 Lt Kee Lt Rosebush S S McKinney S/S Epperson

91.
6 Lt i dge s F/ 9 c L an Cpl Ca er

9 Lt Sbi s a F/ S Gut hr i e Sg cDonal d
732 Lt Reid F/S Lan lep
1 Lt Wonder l y Lt i l l e r S/ S Tho ps

I t he s ame br eat h, Maj or arne r de c ].ared a hol d y a d l ember s

of t he Squ adron t o whom iet ai l s di d not f a l l , wer e e e f or t he day . . .

Some of t he l a ds went f s h ng , some we t t o na t i ve v l ge s , ot her s

j us t f e l l ont o t he ol d b nk arx s l e pt . . . . .

Feb - Nine new Australaa co bat me bers joi ed us taday... lwa s

glad to ha the ...their record n the 9 h has been short of unbe-
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lievable... e p lots rere Flight Offic Carse, F/S Wilk nson,

F Stephens,
F S M Lell nd, and F S G thrie....for the most p

t hey we re j us t f r es h f om f l • i :g s chool nd t hus l y t he h d a l ot t o

l e about co bat f l y ng , an mo s t l y f l
. g n I w ui ne a . . . . .

A de l i ght f ul l c ool r f r e sh n rai n at n ht . . . . s l e p i s

v er y Pea c ef t he ev gs . . . . .

Feb 9- s t raf i ng d bo . of t he ol d d er e l i c t t he h r bo . . .

S: e i s f ul l of hol es t hes e day s . . . hower s f or of f i c er s be i g or k d

on by the fficers...m ny unbent rozen arteries for the first time

in o ths.,..
"East Side af He v n" played at nite for the S u d on ..

good a B g Cr os by l cke r . . . . f i er c r ai n s t o rm at ni it . . . . , . . .

Feb 10 Rain eeted us most g acionsly as we aw ken d...it

lasted all orning....

aj a nof , Group Oper at i ons Of f i c er , t o l d Lt He ad a d Lt

M Coun of Zntelli en e that all m n who had been re o ended for

decora t i ons i n t e pas t , b had not r e ce i v e d t h ; a a l m n hom

t h s qua dro t hou t f i t e gi bl e f or a dec or at i on at t hi s t ne s oul d

co e off on pro ot ns.....is this a n e er" for the boat home ??

he A edal and Di ngu shed Flying Cross (The Ai Corps ost

treasure d award) would be a rard fo 100 hours of combat m ssion time

or 2 missions, and 200 ho rs co bat ission time or 0 mi siona.,.,...

ost of the lads eligible for the Ai ed but wa t to save up or

the DFC a i get that....
/Sg H me is the ly m n el gible for the

DFC at this oint..........
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Feb 11- R i n. . . . . n t h e a t ernoon t he Ot f re at e at 3 M l e

Dro me nd p ay ed t he Of f i c er s of t he $9t h i sof t ba l . . . . . t h e s core

ended at dark with the h ahead 4-1..... ol Stric land, Group CO

umpi r ed a nd no one dared es t i cn hi s dec s i ons . . . . . T e 0 t h l i neup

was as f o l l ows : oun ( c )
, Cr i s we l l and He ( p)

, Ho e ar I n ram

(lst), Reid(2 d ), I rner(Capt)(ss), .o
la(3d), Le (cf), Hosbach d

Ar d€ e s ( cf )
, Cl a rke ( s c f )

, c L l l and Hughe s (r f )
. . . . . i t wa s a c os e

me t r oug hout . . . . . t he 9 t ook t he l ea d rom t he s t art wi t h Ho sbach ' s

bin o n the 2n frame scor n two r ns a set ' u a other.....g 8 P

Gr i s e l l d Head put n a m ght y per f or nc e on t he mound . . . . Ca p

Gi lmore a d Capt Dennison kep the scorebook........

Feb 12- Torrent al downpo r in early morning... orth m rican

Rep e s ent at i v e gav e a l e t ur t o t he n w Av t r a l i a eo - pi l ot s i n t he

mor i ng . . . . . . t rr i i c w d n af t ernoon t r e at ened t o l ow our ca p

away,...,..

Bo b g a d straf g of wreck i a ternoon......

Feb 13 - Si x sh i p f orm t i on f ght n mo ni ng . . . . . . . i n a f t er noo n

a t err i f i c wi nd aga :n . . . . .

The l i s t ed n pl ay ed t he Of f i c er s at ni ght nd t he l at t er won

9- 1 , . . . . . Sgt Es t ep ca t chi ng d a i t o n e box put i n a ood p r -

f or manc e f or t he s t ed en . . . . . e l at t er , a s e i - pro l a d f rom t he

3t a e , al mos t pi t ched n o hi t ba l l , bu t Ho bach and B .d ge c e t r . . . . .

Cr wel l d Head a ai n di d a f i ne job o n t he ound . . . . . e .e up

wa s much t he s a s t wo days be or e . . . . . . . aj or I rne r l e f t t he i e l d

t
.
he m ddi e s t nd di r t i es t ( ex cus e , poor Angl ai s )

, . . . . l aj or Lar ner wa s

t he d rt i e s t r ( c ov er e wi t h di r t nd ud ) on t h e f i e l d . . . . Ho e ,
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L rner a d Coun d d om snappy steal g of the bases an w e a a d

w th the consequent d t nd "che " or "raspbe "....... pisi,

bas e m i re , l s t wa s sl au ht e ed due o s o "r " dec o n s . . . .

Capt "Doc" Gil mo u ire d........th g i t of the ga e s.

en " uf f 1 H hes c e g u t i ng and pu i home t o be cal l e d

O T" on c ose one b P C gisi, hv, at the start of the p y,

spr nt d l i ke a de er ` om 3d t o s s t o l st d t hen Home . . . . . . t hi s

as t he f st job of nbendi g f o en a eri e s f or cs t of t e n

nd the showed it....
1 an roan as e lent at ll t es,..p

Feb . Maj or ar r , ac compani ed b Lt a s k , t F• ne , S t

Car r i , a d Sgt T cker , de a t horoug h s pe ct n of l l a r a ,

t he i s t a l at i ar , c ampar t nt s , br akes , a c omp t nt s nd

the reve ents ere checked for n atnes ....it was a thorau h

s pec t i on ar t he l i ne pro i t d b i t . . . .

S . c shi p f orm t i on er eck i t he a t e noon. . . . t e #300

po d ve s econd de ay bombs e e c r ri ed. . . . M r L er m de h s

at t ack ;t he Lt ore , t en Ca enebry . . . . . d H eb s bo b rent, r

of f i ns t nt a eous . . . . . ajor rner then order ed al l g es back t o

t he f i e l d t o check f us e s . . . . Ca t H eb '-s l ane was f ound t be

r i ddl ed t h sh el l f r ag en s f o m t he p e a u e ex pl as on '.of hi s o mb . . .

T e o ly thing that ga d h f om a wat grave as the fact that

hi s bomb ski pp d t o an open ng t he s e of he t nd t he

ex losion as bla eted..........

Thi s ew t pe vf ba b ng i s a coordi at ed cock -i t job . . . . l s t us

t ake a l o k i n on a r . l bc ng run. . . . ..
The p .ot p s e hi s props
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1 2

t o a bout 2 0 RP and a i f ol d pr es s ure t o 0 i nche s of in r cur y . . . .

He s wi ng s t owards t he b oa t a t a n l t i t ud e o 10 0 f e e t a d d s t ance

f 4 a s f r m t he t a ge t . . . . t he Co- Pi ot a s s bo b , p on

the gun switches, charge fon uns on is s de of the cockpit,. .turns

on t he bo : b g s wi t ch t o "de l i t i on". . . . t he P l o h ar ge s f our g s

on hi s s i d e . . . . . . t e pl a e i s d i v n g r a p i d y a d pi ck g u p abou t

280 m h.....at 0 feet a d at 1 00 ds dist nce the lot o ens

fire on th targe ....100 ds from the t get the Co=Pilot opens the

a ab o r.b b ay door s , nd r el e se s t he bo bs t h i s di s c r et o n. . . t he n he

c l os e s t h e bo i ba d oor s a s t h e P ot di v es f o r t h e wat e r a f t e r

c l e r ng t he t a r ge t . . . . . . . . i t i s onl a t e r Pi
.ot a d Co- Pi l ot hav e

worked this do n to a so nd s stem that ef icient bombing ia brought

about........

At n i ght , Aaj ar n e r , Ca pt Henebr ,
Ca Wert z nd Lt c ou

turned over a Jeep com ng back to Ca p fro Po t Moresb .....it wa

a black, ra ny right...by v rtue of an alert, all li hts were turned

out a d the road was jam ed with ca s with b ckout lights on ....a

s udden b end t h e r o , a s i p pe y t a s e , nd t he c was on i t s s i de . . .

t i nut es , wi t h t h e hel p of s ev er al t iv e s , t h e c ar a s i t ed

and the incident forg tt ..... .

Feb 1 - For ation in the mornin ....i str ction given to al t e

n Au t r l .an co- pi l ot s . . . . vo new Au s t r a l i n O f i c er s j oi n d

toda ....
P/0 Jo co a d P B witt.....

The us u l t e r noo r a i r. d t h e sub s equent b l a c k , f o l ud

prev lent throughout th area.....
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At ni ght t he Of f i c er s l os t t o t he enl i s t ed men bas eb l l 9- 1 . . .

A cr u h g def eat t o t he f f i c er s whos e re c o ad pre v i ous l y been

urnarred.... tep(c), ren (p),
"Tex" arham(lst), on ( nd),

S llivan(3d),
"Sli " Kseisek(rf),

O Neal(cf) d Fortner(rf) consti-

tuted the hea y end of the lineup......the
Officers were t the s me

po iti ns they held several da s back.......

Feb I b- Wonder f ul Iot cake s f or br eakf as t . . . t he me s s l ads a re

t r :ng a great job these days....every day now one sees new faces

0 ' e s ' Me s s a s Of f i c er s f m ar i ous ot her uad ns come. t t he f _ c r

over to the 90th to sa ple so e real y good chow......

At $ o 'c l oc k t he 90t h , af t er be i ng br e ed , t oo k t o t he a r n

a s i c s hi p f o r t i on . . . . . T r get - a s hi p beached on a r eef 7 mi l e s

North of Finchaven...secondary target- hang A rport............

P anes- Lt McNutt, Lt Hawkins,
Lt Chatt , Capt Wertz, Capt Henebr ,

Flight Leader, jor rner.....the prima y target w fo d to

c e we 1 and r u l y s ,nk . . . so , t he s ec dar t ar g et , : e l a ha ng at r i p

was ra ked a t f ee t wi t 5 pou f i v e s ec ond de l ay bombs . . . . . . .

and t hen t he C0 , not i s h ng t o re t urn t h hi s gu s cha r ged o der ed

hi s f l i t t o a t a ck t he r e s .
der.t i a i s t h s of Sal amua . . . . a s t he y

approac ed from the North- est, medium ack ack opened up...but hen

their ns opened fire all a k ack ce s ...3even thousand, four

hundr ed a d i f t r ounds of f i f t y c l i br e a ch e un a c ni t i on w s
. _

e xper.ded on t hi s s al l ar ea i n t rent y- f .v e s e ccnds . . . . n t hi ng cou l d

hav e l i ved i n t hi s ver i t abl e choas on t he ound . . . . . . . . . . hi s was

t he Squa dron ' s f i r s t mi s s i on a s At t ac k pl a e s nd i t wa s i ghl y
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succes sf l . . . t he guns al l f i red rd t he bo ng at M. l ahang was

t i mel y . . . f or t nat el y t he pi c t ur e s t a en di d no t t urn out d o

results ould be brought ba k e cept that which w s obs r ed b Capt

W:i t e ( A )
, Aus t rai l i a n I nt e l l i ence Of i c er at t ac hed t o t he 0t h . .

I nci der•t l y , C p W i t e , who obs er v ed t h e ent e r a d f om t he t a i l

blister of Capt Henebry 's plane, de th s h s 16th combat sor ie....

he onl y da a e suf f er ed b our a i r c raf t was a ca on s l ug a

yl i nder on Capt Henebry ' s ehi p ; an d s ev e ral l e n t he or i zo nt al

s t b i z er o f Ca er z ' l ane when he t i n Ia r r ' s s l i s t r eaP 8 P

and h d 50 cal. belt cl ps poured over h m....

Torrential do npour a ter up er i the e ening and ny men

coul d be e en , i n t he a s ence of our showe s , was hi g i t he i . . .

m st effecti e.......

Feb 1?- e s i dent Roos ev el t i n hi s s pee ch l s t n i g t n i one d

eve ry t heat r e of t he wa but Our s . . . . . He al s o s i d ? t J ap n woul d

be struck throug h na....w ch 1 kes us feel s rel way ow here...

Lt Launder s d Lt Pryor rr i v ed f rom r i s ba ne wi t h a x t he r s hi p . . .

and two ore scheduled to go S uth to orrow to get ex ra w ng t ks

i ns t a l l ed . . , t hi s r ai d an R bu whi c h e ar e r ehear s i ng f or e ce s s i t at e s

ex ra in t nks as its almost a 00 iile rou dtrip hop.....

Feb 1 - Lt Hosbaek a d Lt ngram ent out h t oda . . . . Lt am.
i n 8 c arr i e d Lt a cL l l an , Sgt St r at t on , S t Hume and t ( t t endorf . . .

The 0 f i c er s pl a d t he 13 t h Squad on at g ht b ef or e a r e cord

cro d a d l os t 8- 5. . . i t wa s a di appoi nt i ng g e a s t h e 9 t sh ou d

hav e wo n i t e as i l y by i r t ue of a de ai ded l be tt er e m. . . but poor
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hitting and several costly errors allowed the 13th to push in 4 runs

in the 3d frame a d 4 more n the 5th stan za.... ob Reid, ridges,

a d Pat Head he l d up ou b t t g s cor e . . . . t he t ea l n ed up a s f ol l ows :

cCoun ( c )
, Cr i s wel l an Hea d (p )

, S
.l wood d I gra ( l s t )

, Re i d and

Cl k( nd),
I rner(ss), R ola(3d), Bridges a d Lee(lf), Hawk ns(scf),

Rosebush and Castelli(cf), Ho e(rf)...,.

W. C. Fi e l ds i n "You Can 't Cheat an Hone s t M " p a yed f or us at

nig t.....i ter ttent shower al ost nterupted the s ow.....

- o er all da . ..started at a d sto oundFeb 19 y . ,
5 PP

l at e ev ni ng . . . . t he mad was t er r i r i c and t ruc ks and e e wer e e g

mired most evervpl ce...........

I t be i ng a r at he r qui e t day , l et us t ak e a l ook at t he ba ck o nd

of t hi s r eat I s l nd u on whi ch we w l i v e . . . . s omeday , per hap s ,

we ma der i v e g eat pl ea sur e i n cas t i ng ba ck our r i e s t o t hi s

paradise e call "hvme".......

Actu lly, New Gui e is not an e hly p radi e... here is the

climate, hich although hot enough to favour the eul ivation of ry

known tropical pla t, is not e acessive d which the m untai ous

regions is as ag reeable 8s New York or Washin ton dur ng the mm r...

For Guinea, although o near the equator at the day and n g ts

are almost equally long, is on all s des surrounded by the sea... e

temperature never goes uch b e or bela the F. mea annu temper-

ature of 79 degrees... us it is al o t alw ys ot... he seasons fo low

each other with gularity... he rai y season, or onsoon,
lasts from

November to rch south of the equator... hi Monsoan p r od,.
t e

ost dreaded for our pilots ecause of its violent sto ms, changes
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ui nea i n o a ver i t .a
bl e os qui t o- i dden swa pl nd a d k es l v i ng

aondi t i ons verg b d i he l owl a ds . . . .

N r Gu n a of f er s a u i que ex ampl .e of a s i eabl e l a d- s s i ch

at s ome t i e i he r emot e pa s t wa s ut of f f rom h e r e s t of t he

world.... us the people, pl nts, nd a ls a e de eloped for

t hous ands of g e r s s t r i c t l y o g t he i r c tn l e be i ng nei t h he l p d

nor er ed by a y out s i de nf l ue c e . . . The pr . t iv e .
l s o i w

Gu ea show p cuh a ities due to the i lation.., pie t

ec hi d a or s r ant - eat er hi ch has f i ve cl awed es on eac f oot, P ,

and a l ong , sl nder s nout Ti ke a bea k . , . S ' bor t y " Che s s c apt d

one last night and now is ki g it a pet...

T e Ne G i e a f auna cont ai n a mu ea of a c r i o s i t i e a :

b d wi t h f eat he s t ha t ar f or ed l e ; b ds t h t ea onl

walk and are unable tc f
,;

birds that a st a ge rgli g note

rese bl a laugh ; cuckoo birds that l ok like phe sants, ar pigeons

as l ar ge as ch i ckens ; r at s wi t h eb f eet , rat wi t h t a l e t hat

enabl s t hem t o c t r ee s ; l i zard abl e t o c on two ,e g ; f i s l e s

wi t h i l l s nd l u s dat ng ba ck t o t he d ay s of t he e c t h s u e ;

and a hole me agerie o other peeularities..,

ew Gu nea, cut of f a s i t wa f t he begi ni , devel oped a

peci f i c d cl i at e l or a a i t s wn , whi ch sp e a i t i e f om t he

dr and barren south- est o er all but the coa tal re .ans o the south-

east.,.. There are the aoacias, or " ttles"... ome of th e furniah

a bark whi ch i s va ua l e f a r t ann g . . . Ther e e al s o t he euc al pt us -

t r ee s , or "g n " wh ch var f m d f a t o g i a t s , r i v al l g t he

s equo i s of C l or i a . . . er t ai t r ee s l ke t he rr a h k r r i , d
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a d i ronb rks , duce hard woods t hat a re i r a u bl e f or f urni t ur e

and con st r uct i ona l wor k. They grow i c h dens i t y t hat a man mi ht

be 50 f e et f ro m hi s hous e and l o s e hi s way f o r day s , . . .

As New G inea is l ked to the oldest main and ?n the world,

Aus t r al i a , i t s s e f - ev i dent t ha t cont a i r.s a gre at a r i e t y of ner al s . . .

The use of the airplan back in the 1 20's drew ttent .on
to the New

Gui e a o l df i e l ds . . . i nc e t he n l e ad , cooper , t i n , i ron an d o l v e

be en f ound a nd m ed . . . . Lack o f c api t a l , howev er , an d t ra po ,

av e r eve t ed a t horou . ex l oi t at i on o f t he s e t r e as ure s . . . . .P ' P

iea h i l e , New i nea enj oy s t he i s t i nct i on o f be i ng t he bi gge t

i s l and on our pl an et a d t he mo s t d f i cul t t o e pl ore . . . I D t ch New

G i ne a t he r e a re s t l t r ace s of ca nabal i sm a i t here ar e hundr eds

of quare mi l es t h a t ma ha s neve r s ee n . . ex cept by ai r . . .

Yes...this land of torrenti l rai s and nsufferable moisture is

our ho e now. . . The i ght l e s a t ropi c l f or e st whi ch ha s p t i t s

dr e ad l s t a p on t he Ni p and l i ed ar :i e s i s O rs . . . e t he

M ddl e E s t s ay t hat t he de s e rt i a f r i ght s ni g but th i s sh . m r g

dark f or e s t i t err f i ng . . . I t i s s o f u l l of 1 e t h at i t ha s bec ome

l i f e l es s . . . The st r .e
f or e s t ence m s t pr oc e ed qui e t l y e s t t he

hunt er h .ms e l beco es t he hu t e d . . . And so r ght nd day and day

and ni t creation de ours itself beneath the high roof of t e listless

trses a d the insufferable sun....
T e ost harm ess looking sect

ha s t he o s t de dl s t g . . . h s t beaut i f u f l owe r car i es i t s

secret burden of poison....
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Tr a d a k of t he s e t h t o a er i ca or A s t rai l i aa

s ol di e r and he wi l l l au h at y ou . . . such i s l i f e . . . . Li e i s e i t her

st k pove ty or er e ng abu ance... here is no golden ean...

no co pro se here....its a su vival of the fitteat... nd y t, as the

moon ccmes up at night and thro s its be m on Port oresby, this great

a ,v of the U ited States sleep the sleep of in n ho deserve re t..

Their m nds re as clear as their lungs with the abund nce of night

a . . , and 1 l e s f rom Po t I or e b; , an a 1.eadi ng of de ee s ,

- a m et he c radl e o f a r ock s t ud ed mount a , bout 3 0 en of t h 9 t

adron ar e no exc e pt i n . . , , ,

Feb 0- On lert at 6
... a ship . g alert...destro ers, a

cr ui s er a t ra ns por t s i ght ed at Gas m t a n d Aust ra l i a n B auf ords

had go ne i r a t t hem at da ;•i t h t or pedoe s . . . t he re por t c ame i a t

1 A that t e r attack was unsuccessful a d for t e 90 h to go out

for the "kill".....it was to be a coord ated attack..,
6 B-2

at t a ck s hi ps t o f o l l ow t he wake of 7 B- 17 'a . , . - 3 s ov er head t o

•ra d off Zeros....the follaw crews scheduled... 69 a I ner{P)g

Lt ee(CP), Sgt Richards(RG)( AAF), Sg fi berl ke(G), Lt Clark( )
...

# 19 Capt ert z (P)
, Lt Cast el (CP)

, 3/ S t ft . . o l and (UG}
, T S

Norton(RG), Lt iala(N)... t na:Twood(P), Lt Rosebush(CP),

S Sg F ry ( G}
. . . 9 1 Lt McCou (P)

, F/ S Wi k s n (CP) (RA )
, 3/ g

J.W, ft wland(UG), Cap hite(0)(AFI)... 2 Lt Ho e(P), Lt Jones(CP),

Corp e rel ( ) . . . . 2 Lt Moore (P , F/ 5t ephens (CP) (RAAF)
, t

aupin(UG)...
# 93 Lt olomon(P), Lt Rickord(CP), S/Sgt Patterson( )...

Lt Sol omcn a d Lt oor e ha t a u r back f or mechan cal d f i c l t i e s . , .
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Lt Smallwood turned ck 100 miles out of Gas ata with en ine trouble.,.

Bef ore we g o on l et us e i ze t hat t he re were t wo d e s t roy er , one

c rus i er d a 10 , 000 t on t r an s port s i ght ed a t 11 n s t a Harbour .

It was not a case of " et the tr nsport ", as the warshigs were circl ng

i t , t hus , i t wa s a j ob of g et i g t he war s hi p al s o by sk i p bombi ng . . .

To date,
it had not besn attempted in da li ht in a medium bomber,

t o s ay not hi ng o f t hs new a t t ack pl ar s t hat we f l ew, . . . a t he

pilots e ] zed fr the start that it was a "suicide" mission ...but,

ob . .to et on... sm ta was s' hted d the fl ther e wa t he j . . . g

of now f our s :;i ps . . . j or Lar ner , er t z , cCoun nd Howe . . . d pped

to 2000 and approached...switches on...guns char ed...hearts bea i g

a little faster with anticipation...
"Eternal Father: at whose word

the raging wi ds of heaven are ca m ; 0 to we steel-winged lads of the

90t h af f ord T s af e t y f rom al l s u den har m. e wi t h us i n t he l ow r i g

s , and be our pi ot when we fly. A en"..,.... as ata was empty...

he s hi ps were gone . , . t o l a di g bar ge s wer e s i ght ed a l e of f s hor e

a d Ma I r ne r s i al ed f o r t he at .a ck . . . . f t er 32 0 cal un s ha dj

l e f t t e .r t r a of de s t ruct i o n o n t he e boat s t he y wer e qui t e ns er -

vi c ea l e . . . s ec ond run was de on t e m. . . a l e Japs t hat had

hi t he o be en al i v e on em we r e do ne 3way i t h n t .i s l a s t dev as -

t at i ng u . . . e r es ul t s of t he g n f e o t he s e g uns was t e f i c . . .

Due t o ga s t he shi ps t ur ned b ck f or Port Mor e s b ; . . , u on l di n i t

was £ound that 5th Bo er Co nand had tried all aftern on to contact

us and let us ow that the destroyers h d oved to a position 25

l e s due t o f G smat a r i o r t o our a r iv al . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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Feb 21- 90t h on Al ert f or shi p g at 5 but ni l happeni ngs

(a s us a l t he s e day s ) s ent t he bo s o f on a t hour "Rea dy ". . . th e

d f f er ence bet ween t he t wo i s t hi s : I ou ar o n "
.er t ", ou a r e

re dy t o t ake of and bomb an ob e ct i ve wi t hi n f f t e en i nut es , . , , .

I f on "Ready " ou hav e t w hours i n w c t o e t pr epa ed t o t ake of

f or t he ob e c t i ve . . . . .

I t he a t er noon , 5t h omber Co and s ent ev eral Ordi n ce en

er to take pictures of a tr al bomb ng ds onstration,
in which new

A t r a l i an f e s we re t be us ed i n i ca Bom s . . . . i t was t o be

ski p bombi ng n t he har bvur on t h e o ec k
. . . . . t Re i d f l ew t h pl ane

wi t,h t he O d anc e men a board , w l e t I Co wa s t he Gui ne a Pi g . .

the second run over the targer, cCo s plane was hit by f ag t

of t h e 00 pounde r whi ch v: nt of f t oo s o on d he was wi t out i s l e f t

en i ne , and hi s r i ght i ng o ug h . . . . . he wa s abl e t o a .nt a

al t i t ude s o he s l voed t he r i n i r g b mbs whi c h e pl oded , a d s t i l

be abl e t o m t n t i t de ( he was at wat er l ev l ) a cr a s h l a d ng

as inevitable....he put it do n, witho t n u to is crew, on a

reef 5 m les Nort est of Port oresby,,..F S Wilki son(R AF) was

Co- P l t , Lt Dav s ( of di an c e ) wa s a pa s s e g er , S McCa r t hy

{ R AF ) wa s r adi o gunner . . . . a cra s h ba at a rr i v ed s v er a hour s l at er . . .

t he pl a ne wa s "Dra f t Dodg er ". . . S t Corbi t t wa s c e ch i e , P t Lot t ( UG}
. , .

At ni t f o ur Ni p et y Bomber s ca o r nd r e ee t d wi t h

a pa ount a ount of A A b our bo s , . . . . ev er one n f or e s l t

t r enche s (t os e t hat we e r e dy b i l t ) whi l e t he r es t h d under u ch

safety covers as tents, caats, e c.....the
Nips tnlo ded at 14 l le

A rdrom and the noise and the s bsequent lashes were a e-inspiring...
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Lt "Fatt y " ansom, t u bl ng out of bed was bi t t n b a snake . . . .

Feb - Due t o t he r ec ent r ai ns , and s ub s equent f l oodi n g of 14

M
.e

Fi e d , t he 13t h q dron mo ed t o our f i e d d s et up t he r

Oper at i ons t here . . . . . t he P- 38 ' s al s o mov e d er . . . .

At 9 t her e wa a red a e rt , but no Ni p came over . . . . .

Feb 3 - Re co mendat i ons f or he DFC nd i r Meda be i s b t t d

by Lt Head , I nt el l i gence Of i er . . . Sgt S : t h , i s a i de- de- c am , wo rk ng

ni ght and day on t he m. . . . . . . 2 0 hours of ev bat s s i on e qual s a DFC. . .

100 hours equals an .
Meda1....... nl Sgt Timberlake, Pardue,

Hum , Perki ns a d Cap Red Johnson r e i r. l
.ne f o r t he DFC. . . . .

iolent instorm i id-afternoon......

Feb 2! - Ni l happen i ng s . . . .wor k on t h e Meas Hal l pro g es s i g . . .

we ne ed l umber t o put t he f i n i s g t o uch es on t hi s t pr i e . . . . . .

lst Sgt Fortner a detail built a new and l io s latrine.... t

Jones, C., nd S/Sgt rker working on a h Sq crash boat down

Por t Mor e sby . . . . t he wat er nk on the , l we r e r:oved down about

t went ards t o er.a bl e t he w t er pumps t o get at er t o t h e t anks . . . .

At night a id a storm of m squitos, the quadron sat it out to

t he t une of An e Shi r l ey n " t t l e i s s " s omet hi ng or ot her . . . . pr e t t

dr eadf ul . . . hat we need are s ome v i es t o t a ke o mi d of f t h e w . . .

Feb 2 n s hi ppi ng al e r t enc ore une o i s . . . . but i l happen ng s . . .

man of t he en agree t hat t o si t i t out a 1 day on " ert " i s mr s e

t han o ng on a m s ai on. . . t he a t i c i pat i on and sus pense i a none t oo

easy on the nerves.....
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' ; , , t L cr rt l i ne . . .
.

"Wi l l i e " t he Wal l ab s t he
• • 90t h s cot f or a hort e pe l l. . . ' • „ , we y "s ho r t " be c u a e h i s

• r' : ' 1 i e e t o n end q k l y •_• f ; , .,; . , • when an i ocent eol di
. . l' ` ; , „

s a cc i dent l y s hot h m t i nk ng he
.

•
'

/ .; ` ' wa a ng r oo R t . . . . . . . . .' '
• • " i l l i e" was f ound, at t he age

., • .
. ; °' ' of 5 we eke , by Lt Roe e ho ca e

, , . ,: u pon hi m n t he v c i ni t y of
`• ` ` Ros e t ook h. • Horn Island..,.,

,
t o Por t Mor e s by and f ed h m a nd

r` . nur a d i m t o heal t h and he
.

''
. '' b ame a f r i endl y , a qi e ,

. , a Wa l a byb , ; , • • • . •
, • ' " Wi l l i e " a t Cha r t e r T o e r s
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Feb 26- i p shi ps re ort ed on t he Ncr t her end of N i t i an. . .

s o t he 90t h l er t ed i n t he a t erno on . . . c l l ed of f at 4 P . . . . At r.
i ght

t he 9 h Of f .c e s pl ayed t he 13t h i bas eba 11 . . . t he 90t h won t o t he

tune of 2-1....we won b virtue of fo bases on balls d C i ell 's

s t ady pi t chi ng . . . aj or I ne r ba ged hi m el o t wha t l ooked l i ke

a ho e r u onl y t o nd t ha t t h e ba l wa s rul e d f ou l by a pi

e l sted from e 13th..... ob . eed, Johnny Clark and Joh y R lo

put on a good e hibition in the infield ......

"T e n wh o came f or Di er " a s the a n a t r ct i o n at ni t . . .

Bet t y Da s a Mont ' ool ey , . . very ent e r a i ng . . . . .

Capt "Doc" G ll ore racked of? by G oup d t aguire joi ed us

in this place......

Feb 27= On al rt for shippin from :30 on...nil happenings....

At 3 PM, Capt Heneb 1 ed a f our shi p f o r at i o n t o a poi nt 5

mi l e s S of Sal amua f or a s t r af f i i ob . . . . t Wonder l y , Lt H wki ns

and Lt Sbisa fl w on his wing. ..good p act .ce
but not uch da ge....

At ni ght i ne er i ng pl ay ed rm ment - - - - - - s cor e . . . En i e er i ng 7 ,

Arm ent 3.....the lineup....and the batti g order .;..

E TGI NE I NG A NT
r bau h c L b '

Pleasant cf shcro t sc
Fl herty rf B als lb
S pson ss To ajko 3b
Greene sc Estep e
Eagl e 2b n i ng s - p
Campi s i 3 b C k s s
Ge ni c l dei t h rf
Barham lb Gill f
Gr i ggs p T ompson l

Cha pi n cf
Carpenter p

DO E PLA S - C pisi-F gle- a h m...
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.

ba l d , S S Sher m n
Cpl Ca mpi s

Ba ck Ro - S Da da on Lt ndel l , Hen eb

T I S PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E 12958



T IS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E 12958

159

Feb 28- Maj or Lar e r f l ew t o t he Dobudur a St r i p S of Buna t o

l ook i t ov er . . t he 90t h w 11 rrov e i t s a i r e c e l on ove r i s e ver a l da s

t o be r eady f or s ' i ppi ng . . . . t h s wi l l a bl e t he s hi ps t o b e r e ad

ea r l i e r t han i f t h e had t o f l y ov er he O en St a n l ey Ra e wi t h i t s

u s u a l f oul we a t h e . . . . . t h s . . . a pot en t s t r i k i ng f or c e poi s ed a t an y -

t i me . . . . t o g o mo s t an p l a c e w t h i n 500 mi l es . . . . a j o r ar n e r l ef t

Lt Ca s t e l l i at Dob ur du r a t o hel p t he gi n e er s t her e o n t he j ob of

mak i n g r ev e t en s f or t h e B- 2 ' s . . . . . . .

f our s hi ps put on a s u at ed co or d i na t e d at t a ck on t h e

de r el i ct h i p i t he har b ou r i B 17 ' s , Beau i ght er s , P- 3 8 ' s an d

ot her B 2 ' s . . . e en emy wa s si mul a t ed by P- 39 s . . . l ooked OK n d

spoke well for the future....

At ni g t t h e E i s t ed me n pl ay ed t he 3 5t h Fi ght e r Gr ou p a d wo

17-10....

0th Bom os hits errors
Redic c 2 0 Redic a d Sim son
Barton 2b 1 0 played br lliantly
S l l i an s s 1 0 on t h e d f en s e whi ]

_e
G s 3b 0 0 the sparkling play of
Simpson sc 0 0 the game was S pson 's

r e n p 0 0 be aut i f ul ca t ch of
Davis l 1 0 a l ne drive....
orrison lf 0 0 Redic took top sp ce

0 ' Ne r f 0 1 on t he of f en s i ve wi t h
Chase cf 1 0 two resourding hits...

r l s t . . . . . H Hum. . . a new mont h . . ho t i e fl i e s . . . .

90th to go to Doburdura and thus we are oving our Jeeps over

t her e . . . . . s x wen t by t r an s p o t pl an e t oday wi t h some g oun d p er s onn el

to look after them....
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1 0

News at night of a I4 ship convoy c in down from R bv l...are

on the north coast of New Briti n... ll of Port loresbv alerted for

t hi s shi ppi ng . . . th e 90t h work i rg f ev er i s l y . . . , gu s l oa ded . . , bomb s

aboar . . . cr e s l i s t ed . . . . s i l ent l , but e i c i ent l y , t he 9 h r e at

their obs.....

a ch 2- At 5 A t he f ol l owi ng p i ot s d cr ews al er t d . . . . . . .

Larner, Capt Henebr , Lts Launders, d, cCoun, McNutt , Howe,

Cha tt , i s a , nd cKee . . . . . and Haw ns . . . . . . . by 11 A t he a er t s t i l

on . . . at l u c h t he news br oke t ha t t he 90t h woul d t ak e of f i m edi at el

for the Doburd ra 3trip to land a d refuel a d then hit the target

ne ar F c haven . . . . at 1 P t he 90t h order ed t o s t and by f o r f r t he r

order s . . . . . . . at 1 :30 PM t h e o er s ere t o bo b t he conv (of 6

des t ro er s and 8 t r a s por t s j d ct f r om Por t or e s by . . . . at 2 P t e

order was re c i nded due t o bad we 8t . . . at 2 :30 t h e orde wa s t o e

only long ra ships on the ission..,.at 3 :00 the order read ission

c nc e ll ed . . , s t andby ". . . at 3 :30 t he ent i r e al e r t cal l ed of f . . . . .

at t hi s o i nt t h e en on al e r t were hal f ad i t h t h e an et y a d

aat i c i pat i on whi ch f o l l o a l on al e r t and ccns t ant chan e s n ord er s . . .

i t wa s f ound t a t 8 17 ' s ha d hi t t he t a rge i mi d- af t er noo n a d had

claimed 3 erchant vesssls su k or da 8ged badly.....

"Gr e en Hel l " ay e d at ni ght wi t h ougl a s Fai rba ks Jo

e nett....very good entertainme t but t as bout the outh

A rican ungles a d that o ly reminded us of N w ( i ea so no one

wa s v er ha p . . . .

A cool bree e a d a sout herl y dri zzl e de sl eep del i ght . at

night.....
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Lt.
Mc utt's crew---- L to R...... Back- Pgt Zulkus,

S J. .
C rter(killed 12/5/42),

Lt Bandy(tran ferred), Lt MeNutt,...
Front- Sgt Lee, Pgt Ayer (killed 12/5/42)
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;.. t Keeler(killed 12/5/42) and . Garrity " lking it o er*

before ission to Rabual... the mission failed due to indufficient

g , b d veather, and engine trouble...,. pt Aerbert, in the bac -

gound(with manuscript in h r.d
) w s the 90th Intelligence 4ffi r...

he vas on . Peterso 'e ship when it went down 1]/24/42..........
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March 3d........... long as th e i a 3d Bomb rd t Group

this day, a h t e thi d ill go dow n ever one s me ory as the

most decisive d y of t hi tor ....... or on this da , the th

p obably set a record that no squadron as achieved ny ingle

day of this war to te........

The morn ng broke clea nd coo1......12 ahips were alerted,..an

e ar l y 6 b e kf as t of gr i ddl e c es d co f f e e wa s had and t h

the crews asse bled at the Intell gence tent on the l ne......

the men were 1 assembled, the ro was called by Ca ta Heneb ...

thecrews for the Alert were listed thusly....
<

SHI P I I T CO- PI T R DI O GUN UPPER GUNN
q a Lar ner Lt Hawk ns 3gt R .cha ds ( RAAF) 9g Ti ber l ake
97 L m l ood Lt Lockhart F/0 ewitt(RA F) Sgt rt
9 Lt Howe Lt Jon s Sgt Bu ch S t Ax

Lt Cou F/ S Wi l k nson (R F) Sgt y ket t 9gt Cl a k
962 Ca t Henebry Lt L e Sg MeK ney 3 t Eppe son
088 Lt Chatt F/0 Carse( AF) Sgt Butler 9 t ain
981 Lt I c Kee Lt Ros ebus h Sgt Row d, J . S E t ep
9 6 Lt Si bsa F/ S C t hri e (RA. F) Sg McDona d (RA ) S t rr el l
1 2 Lt McNutt Lt anderson Sg S pson Corp N well

.12 Lt Moore F/ S St ephens (RAAF) Sg Thompson Sg upi n
Lt Reed P/0 Johnco(R ) Sgt alito Sg o s

793 Lt Re d F/S Langley(RAAF) Sgt Ca thy(RA F ) Lt Patter on

At 7 : 5 t he order of at t ack a d ge e r l nt e l i gence wa gi v e n. . . .

_

.
.

t e dope . . . . a t we l v e s hi p c onv oy wa s j t of f Fi hav en on a hea d ng of 2 00

deg ees...obv
iously head g for Lae or Sa a ua....ther were 6 8 de-

stroyer and c i rs the rest were trans orts of 000 to 10000

to s.....the
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order of attack was then given to all combat personnel.....to wits 2

1? ' s woul d l es d t he at t ack f r om 5- ? t hous d f e et ; f o .. .o
d by a

S uadron of B 2 ' s f rom t he 38t h Gr o p ; f o 1 wed b t he 13 t h qu d o n

of - 2 5 s ; f ol l owed by an ot her Squa on of 2 5 ' s of t he 3 8t h Gr oup;

f ol l owed b y t he 90t h Ski p Bom o
..ng 2 5 ' s ; f o l wed by B aughf i ght er s ;

f ol
.
l owed by A- 20 ' s . . . . . and prot ec t ed ov er head•by a m um of 3 5 P 3 g ' s ,

and ample coverage of - 0's and P-3 's.....all all, 120 planes o£

v r i ous de s cr i pt i on a d s i zes we re i n on t hi s coo d at ed at t ck . , , . ,

The deadl ne was 8:15 AI ....the en ines started turn ng over.......

Cape ard H nt wa s t he r endezv ous f or al l pl a e s . . . , at 9 :1 5
.a

l l t h e

bo ber s as s embl ed t he re at 7000 f es t . . . . . . . t he de s i gnat o n f or ra di o

rposes, of the ombers were "Peanuts", the pursui was "Pop-Co "
......

Hear r the radio at Cape Ward H nt.....
"Pean uts to Pop-corn", we

are her e , l e t s g e t go g t o t r get . . . . o ea d ". . . . . . . . . ' 'he r epl y . . . .

"Pop- cor n t o Pe anut s . . . kay hoy s , hang on t o y u r pant s . . . we s t i 1 a r e

m nus a few Pop-corn.......... kay..0'ay....2 see them com ng... see

t he r co i ng . . . . i t s Okay . . . . t s Oka y . . . . g . e ' em hel l P nut . . . . we ' 11

see you are left alone.....
"........

72 omber s wi t h a ppr ox m t el y 50 pur sui t covera ge ov erhea d s t ar t ed

on a hea di ng of 3 degre e s f rvm Cape Wa Hunt t owards t he Convoy . . . .

ten m ut e s l at er ov er t he ra di o . . "The re t he ar e boy . . . . t he r e t ey

are bcy s . . . . . . t her e are t hous a ds of t h em. . . , . 0 Bov . . . . 0 : oy ! . . . "

IIaj or Larne r d hi s f l i t of e l ev en s h i ps wer s j us t ge t t g h n

s i ght ng di s t an ce of t he convoy . . . . hi s s hi p s were n a e che l on of V. .

f i v e mi nut e s f o m t he t ar et he t hr ew i s f l i ght s nt o n e che l on . . . .

directly ahead big splashes on the water sho red the P-38's d opping the
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belly ta ks...th®y'd run to Nip u suit covering the convoy,....

5 ddenly, af er seve al m nutes of fast descent, th 0 h broke

out of so e pu fy C mulus Clouds and the convoy sat di ect y ahead at

a distance of some 5 miles.... ajor L n r p ed off d gave the

si l for the rest of the planes to follow suit.....
S lwood, Howe,

nd M.c Coun ke on Ma o r a r ' s w unt i l over he rad i o c ame :

"Da it: Get the he l off wing an get your own bo t;"....the

a or was he d ng for a cruiser at this point.....

Fr o t hen on f o r a hal an hour choau r ei gn d f or t he Sons of

Nippon.....A panorama of b rsting shells, diving planes, explod ng bo bs

shi ps dog f i ght g , oc cas i onal bur ni ng and pl ane s f l l i ng i nt o t he ocean

. d ver i t abl e r l l bro ke l oose , . . . .

C e sees such t ings on C end s ba k in the Un ted States, but

one doe s not ev er expe ct t o be wi t nes s and a par t of s uc h an e v ent . . . .

-It s a B 2 C1 day....there was no doubt,,..each pla e in the 0th

score i a direct hit on some boat....severa scored its on as much s

t hr e e oat s . . . .

A p y by Pl ay de sc r i pt i on . . . . . a o r La ner p l ed o f t a C u s er , . . .
. ,

he scored one near miss d 1 direct nit nd the shi was se n to roll

over on i t s s i de . . . he s co r ed 1 d r e c t hi t on a l 0 0- 00 t on t ns p t

d i t ur s t i nt o f l a s . . . He sc or e d 1 bomb of f t he s t ern of a de s t r oy er

a d strafed its decks....

Capt H ebry picked a 5-8000 ton t n port nd dropped a 500 poun

5 second delay bomb on its ater l ne...on a second run he had a miss

o 1 5 f eet . . . . . t he s h i p was bur n g v i ol ent l y a s he ame n d st r a ed

it.........
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Lt R id peeled off o a transport a d gcored 1 d rect hit and 1

ne ar rr s s . . . . . He s t ra f ed 3 s hi ps t og et her a obs er ed bl ack ke c om

from ll three ships.....

Lt M Kee s co r ed 2 d r ect hi t s on a 5000 t o n t rams port . . one i n bow

and one i
.n the gun position in the stern....it seemed to blow up, an d

then stopped its forward moveme t..he expended 20 D ounds of 50 alibre

am unition i stra ing.....

C. t Chat t s core d 2 d r ect r t s and 2 ne ar s s e s an a l a ge

destroyer or small cruiser...
3uperstructure entirely b own away...ship

de 9U de r e e t ur n nd s t opped . edi a t e l y . . . l rge amaunt of b a ck

s oke c omi ng f rom i t . . . . .

Lt Howe dr opped 2 f i ve hundr ed ounder s on a r ge t rans por t i t h

resul s unobs rved...he dro ed t more bombs on a 3-50 0 ton tr rsp t

and the ship was observed to blo: up in the ddle....left in a probable

sinking co dition......

Lt Coun peeled off onto a 8000 ton transport g tted with fully-

den soldiers n jun le equipment....he
laid 1 hit at the waterlire

a d anot her i n t he .
i ddl e of t h e s hi p . . . t he t h i d bomb f e ove r . . . t he

s hi p bur st i nt o f l a e s and l ar e c ol umns of smoke poured f ro m i t . . . l e f t

in sin.
king condition.

Lt Nutt ricked a large destroyer or cruiser and laid two direct

hi t s on i t s deck . . . s oke ros e t o 150 f ee t a s a r e s ul t of t h e f i e t hat

s t r t ed t here . . . . on a s ec ond n c I ut t s t r af ed i t and t he s hi p a pp ar ed

utted lit le or no wake le t.......

Lt M ore seored 2 di ect hits on a 5000 ton transpcrt..left it

rocking violently...his strafing s rnost effective and it k ocked

out a 11 def ens i v e i re powe r . . . . pro bab l y s i nk g a s a c rui s er pul l ed

T IS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E 1295



T IS PA E DECLASSIFIED IAW E 129 8

166

alongside.....

Lt ed scored two di ct its am ds ips of a 000 to tr sport

and was left burn g violently....strafed two destroy rs with 20

round of 50 calib e a nition....,

Lt S
.
hs a pi cked a 50 t on t n por t a i went wi t h a e i ght

50 ' s f i r g . . . he s ept t he de c k a d as he pa s s ed ov er t he s hi p, hi s

i nt er vol o et er f a e dt o work an hi s b bs di d not f a l l . . . . .

Lt a].l wood scored t o d e ct i t s on a 5000 t on t ranspo a

it ras se n to be listing as he m de a se ond run a d strafed its decks...

He pi ck d up a gr eat d a l of ack- ack f ro m a ne arby des t roy er on t i s

run and his hydraulic system was knocked out and cessitated'crash

l and ng at 7 e Fi e l d . . . . Sgt ar t i ne , upper g nner was ki l l d t he

l and i ng and Lt S l l wood , Lt ock h r t , a nd F 0 e t t (R'A ) e re j u d .

Al l i n 1 i t was a gl or i ous morni ng . . . as e 9 l ef t t he s hi ps ,

as far as the eye could each, burning vessels were i the focus point..

I t di d not s e os s i bl e t ha t s o ch da age coul d be done b3 s o f w

n . . . . . an t h i ra i d , 1 , 000 Jap l os t t he i r l i ve s nd 1 s hi p er e

definitely sunk...the damage was inflicted by no ore th n 300-100

A Corps men........

A 17 t h t w: s s hot d n by ack- ack l o st a of i t s c e r when

t h y p r achut ed and w r e s t ra f d by PJi p Zer o pi l ot s . . . . S f f i ce i t t o

say that 30 Ze a were shot down in this ngage ent...we lost 3 P-3 's...

A Zer o go t o n Maj or L: r n ' s t a i l on hi s way ho e but Sg ber l ake

scared him off....

The a r ada of a l l i ed pl a e s t ha t c e t o t he ca nvoy . f o at i on
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TO ALL MB GRO PS D 9 OPS GROU . •• • • -. ,,..
.., • •BC' 2T56 ,

: •, • :
_

;
CO G ATU A I ONS O l THE S UPEN UUS SUCC SS. A 1 a s wUM 1 Ux 1AN! u c tv ' n r, r 1 H . i LL i'h W u L •" , . 'GA G THATI AM SU xu u OF THEM I AM A OUT TU LO ) A U'L •'SI GNED: NN
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-(P . A. RAYNER'S . onvoy Story Cont inued om P e 1.)Much of the suc ess o t e day's operst ons a inst he Jap.convoy resulted from the Nor h merican medium ombers. 'It was a as oundin fieid day for em. ' ;
W Ue e r sa t 6[g t seeme t b ow up a

m
. ps t r t- pteaa t ot a N

b lu i sin n cc dition. ' Ne r eana: Stt• d w 0 0
ra L ut nant Go d )Y , caH re a tells i.sk n d

,
t er e el "

.New Yar G : o d act i
e arc t e apa o ton tranapo L f a :g re t- e ten t oa e, eipe b - dt• w a at het t tio .

T o dit cc hits o , 0-t
a d p 4 wtt o t the F - t ttan I)oe d elr o .

'Oy . S o th o a : o . l e ct ts on f tt d L a . »
He re ia a an e by p e re or of d ee k ot c u ta z or lar d y , ' a e d t it d o

th . N or t A er can nediu bom b H y d r k oke ri in to 0 fe t. et i t tf d1y das a e d.t it s e. ch po d c k to t e td - e ute n t e b c , s d dew e d ir t
e : o td , a t t Da s : + .

d
. • to t po .

G t ln t e Ne6 ra
dt t h l ttt tr o t. tt ` . nk .

l : Two di ect hlts n a a g d F r ` '> e na t d, Ev r an, dr o b t
st o , Svp t t r t r l 8 1ch P at, N l : Oa o e o a 1 t t di e t
blown away .

direc hit , 0 -tan o 5, 0 on • -
S nd u t t C a ea o e,

l ob t Q att h d
t

on
Ftrs t- e ul e a.ttt ert e d, o been p o t d ira -lie u e ent

ot Vrn tnra Ca or ta : ' 1 o bo b L eo r ls, I ow a: q d e •• h t e s a e d an d he e t +a l
d p d a lar e tr or O o hft a m d uh i a , 0 • tot t at apoet , ju ti ied h l itt -up.
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f or t he most pa , r et ur ed di dua l y . . . . T e l l i e s had compl et e

cont rol o f t he ai r . . . . . .

Ret urn ng t o t he i r va r i ous ai dromes , ore d ger as en u t er ed

a s t he pl anes al l came n a d l a d ed i n o pos i t e di r ec t i ons . . . . but , i n

t he l a s t nal y s i , no da mag ° was s u s t a e d t he re i n . . . . .

T e ert as still on and al ships were reloaded with bomb

a ammuni t i n d p,re pare d f or an ot her mi ss i on on t he sh i ps t hat we r e

still afloat....

The schedule was l ned up thusly:

PL NE PI I T CO- I OT GUNN S
9b9 a Larner Lt Vre Richards( F ) Timberlake
9 0 Lt Howe Lt Jbne s urbh ' Row d, R, G.

3 Lt c ut t Lt Rander s on By rket t Cl ar k
98B Lt Wonder Lt A

.
l er ut l er Swai n

9b Capt Henebry Lt Lee cKi ey Epperson
981 Lt Launder Lt Cr Rowl a d J , Es t e p
9 6 Lt l omon F S MacLel l a. d (R P') Don l d ( RAAF ) Ha ]

.
1

l 8 Lt Hawki ns Lt c kord i t o Bo s
42 Lt Criswell Lt Pa ne Tho pson Maupin

793 Lt Fi s he r F S St e phe ns ( F Mc Car t hy ( ) Pat t er s on

The tak ff was t 1300L,...rendez-vous with 17's, A-20's, Beau-

fig ters and Pursuit at Cape Ward Hu t...due to bad weather over the

mount a s an d poor vi s i bi l i t y , Lt Wonder l y and Lt L unde r cou l dn ' t f i d

their flights d returned to the field.....

The re ma i nde r of t h e 90t h nt t o the t ar et be h d he - 17 ' s . . . . .

i t as not a s w l l - c oo rdi nat ed as t h morn at t ack . . . . . . . .

ca rgo v e s s el s t ha t •er e bur n g a d a de s t roy er nd a crui s er were

observed 0 miles SE of e....1 -25 Zeros hovered erhead.......

T e 90t h pee l ed of f a s h ey di d i n t he orn i ng at t k . . . Lt Hawki ns

s cor ed t wo di re c t i t s on a de s roye r and s aw i t s e t t l e i n t he wat e r .

Lt Sol omon hi t t he cr u s e r ard obs er ved v i ol ent s mok cor. ng f rom i t . . . .
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Numer ous s t r a f i ng a t ac ks f ol l owe t h e bombi n , . . . . surv i vors i n t he

i t he wat e r wer e c hurn ed up i n t he f i re t ha t emm t ed f ro m t h e 8- 50 ' s , . . ,

Japs i n f ul ba t t l e arr ay , Ja ps t he uni f orm of he nav y , a d mar ne s ,

l clung to li e boats and to wreckage,,.,all planes in the attack

ent down t o t he wat er and s t r af ed t he su ri v or s u nt i l a m i t i on wa s

expend d c pl et e l y . , . . . t H we was at t acked by t hr ee Zero s but ch

s c ar ed t he r. of f . . . . . j or r ner wa s a l s o a t t acke d n a s .r
l ar f a s hi on . . .

T berlake saved the day there.,..

hen t he bat t l e ar ea wa s l e f t , al l s hi ps wer e s i n n g or i n a de i -

nite state of s nking,....due to hig clvuds over t e wen 3tanley Range,

t he 90t h l nded at Dob urdura . , , , . t he r e t hey pent t he ni g ht . . . . Lt Cas t e l l i ,

hom Maj or had l e f t t he re s ev eral days pre v i ousl y . gre t ed t he bo s i n

his jeep,...."Joe" looked like he h d b er thru the junglea on his knees,.,

he wa loaded d with three u s and looked l ke he e t bu i ess to
.

any of the Japs who were reputed te be in the "bush" nearby,,...,..

Undoubt edl , t i s wa s hi s t or f o r t e 90t h , . . . . t he ha d cl a i med

da age t o 1b s hi ps wi t h 8 s .
i ps l i s t ed a s "s k by t he 90t h". , . , , t hat

ight Gener l c rthur,
General Rame a d General hitehead a 1 sent

t he i r c on adul at i ons t o t he t h f o r t he i r gl o r i ou j ob i n t he

bi est upset the Nips have suf ered to date in the ScuthWest Pacific

ea.......

I t he eveni g, Lt Chat t re c ei ved i s promot i on t o Capta i n whi e

Lt ngr m, Lt F s he r , Lt Mc Lel n and Lt McCoun we r e promot e d t o l s t Lt s , . . .

Lat e t hat ni ght t he ne of t he ba t t l e came f rom n Franc i s co „ . ,

Thi s day s ' f r cus wi l l o d n i n i s t ory a s "The B t t l e of t he Bi s m rck

S a"........
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a ch - O er t at 8 M. . . . . . not hing ha poened unt 10 AMwhen

four ships were sighted but lat r proved to be barges..... ert removed

and we were then put on a two hour read ness....

At 1:30 we were ordered out.....the follow ng crews..,.,.

SHI P PI L T CO- PI LOTS UN S
969 M j r e r Lt Mi l l er Sgt ch a d s (RAAF ) S S T b er l a ke
9 Lt Howe Lt J on es Cpl r ch ' 3/ Sg Ax
1 9 Lt Sol omon Lt Ro s ebu s h S/ Sgt Di c kens on T 9g Nor on
9b2 Ca p hen e br Lt Lee S/ S M Ki ney S/ Sgt Epp er s on
9 1 Lt L und e r Lt Pr or S/ Sg Rowl nd , S/ Sgt s t ep
O S Lt Coun S/ Sgt a r n e s S/ Sgt Ro ]

.a
d , RG 5/ Sgt a

g7 Lt awk n s t Ri ckor d S/ Sg t a l t o P t ogg s
- 2 Lt Cr i swel l Lt P i n e S/ Sg Thomp s on S/ Sgt aup

9 6 Lt Sbisa F Sgt G thrie(R AF)Sgt cDonald(RA F ) Sgt Ha ell

eCo s Co-Pilot didn 't arrive in ti e so S Sgt arnes, Crew Chief

f l ew a s Co- Pi l ot . . . . . . . t he s s i on wa s t o be t hi s • t o wi t , numer ous

s ur v i v o r s of t he Ba t t l e of h e s a r k Se a wer e k i n g t o sh o r e f r om

t he e ck s t he s cut t l ed . _. . t he t h t h pur s u i t pr ot ec t i on ( P- 1 )

were to split into three flights f pl e patrol the area SE o

La e and t o d es t y n h i n g af l oa t . . . . . awki n s f l i ght SW of Lae r an

i n t o ni l exc e pt s o e bar e s whi c h •wer e s t r f e d . . . . . a o r Lar ner nd h i s

fli ht of Ho e nd Solomon ca e u n a cri led Ja destro er 0 mileso P P y 5

E s t o f Ca pe W d Hu nt . . . . i t was s cu t t l ed ar J a ps i n f u.
l l j ungl e u i f or

wer e c l i ngi n g t o l i f eboa t s a d wr e cka ge . . . .b r ead t d r um , I i f eve s t s ,

d c l ot h n g wer e s c a t t e r ed i n t h e wat e r . . . some 300 - 0 0 J ap s wer e t r y i ng

to ke towa ds shore... or Larner peeled off and th Ho e and Solomon

on h i s t a i l , t heg bomb d an d s t r a f ed t he des t r oy r nd t hen p ol i s he d

o f a s m ny of t he s ur i v or s a s po s s i l••l e . . a j or r ne r oo n af t e r

al ed Capt Henebry to leave his search are and come over d
,o n the

f n.... ith cCoun and aunder on his rng, Henebry arrived to f nd all
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t he P- 0 pursui t coverage pl ayi ng a rau d robi n game of st raf g on t he

ra pi dl y s i nk g des t r y e r . . . . ene b y a d Fl i ght we nt i n and g v e i t a

l a s t t ouch . . . . The r e a i n ng sur vi v ors i t he wat er wer e k 1 ed . . . . .

Gi ga t i c s harks , whi ch hov er ed arou d t he s ur v iv or s , de cr i s s - cr os s

pat t er ns i n t he s ea as t he y dar t ed n d out o f t he wr eckage , . . . , Ma j

Larner zoomed down on a pi ec e of wr e ck ge wi h a bout 1 5 Ni p r e s on

i t . . t hey j umped r.t o t he wat er . . . numer ous f s wer e s ee t o f l aah t owards

t h at poi nt a d t h ey al c l i bed aboard aga . , . jo r La ne r sa hi s j ob

an d i t . . . . . Lt H e came u on a Ni i nf t r n s . m n t e br e s -p h a t

• s t oke d c a e n on hi m o y t o f i nd t h a t he was out o a un i t i on . . ,

Lt aunder s made a beaut i s k i p bo r ng r u on t e d es t royer onl y t o

av e e bo b s d aga s t t he hul l a d go of f 100 f eet t o t he f r ont .

Lt ol omon ad e t he os t be aut ul ru o t he day . . . he c a e f ro m t he

s t ern an d caught i t on t he t a i l end . . . i t . t ed t he boat out of t he wat er

and f r om t hen on i t s .nk r api dl y . . . . . -t : 1 5 aj or L r ner g v e t he ord e

t o "Go Home ".
. . . . . an ext r eme l y su cc ea s f ul i s i on a d i t kept t he Jap

f rom ndi ng about 100 ar nes and s hoc k t r oaps an t h e Papuan Coas t . . , ,

That e e ni ng t e bo s 1 saw " r n t o Da ce " i t h s ever al non-

de s cr i pt cha ra ct ors occ up g t he l i me l i t . . . . . on 0 ' ourke nd Lt Ar t r

ret urned f ro B i s ba ne t oday . . . . . . .

ar De i ght i ul t o ge t up at e and ve no l e rt . . . . t he boy s

al l spent t he morn g cl ean g t he r eq i p nt ar. ::a s hi g o r t e f i g t

t hat t he y had ust came t hrough w t h l y i ng c al or s . , . , The ra di o i s f u l l

of report on t h i s " at t l e of t h e Bi s ck ea ". . . . t he r. edi um omber s

s e em t o be o c upy rig t he l mel i t fo r a cl ang . . . . . t he 2 - C- 1 l eads
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t hem al l t hi s new c pai gn of pu l i ci t y t h t i s en sui ng f r m t he St at es

by t he hour . . . . We a l ar e :i ht y hap y abo ut t hi s i n t he Squ d n . . .

We are a l e n more happy, if possible, about the great leadership that

we had f r om our f l i g 1 eader s dur i n g t he pas t f ew we k s , and t hi s

g eat bat t l e in par t i cul ar . . . . . .

At aj Larne r ' s sugge s t i on a d Lt Val us ek a nod , t he t ai l a er a s

now wi l l be o perat e d b y t he uppe r unn er by means of a .ggl e swi t

ne ct t o t he t u r ret . . . . . . . . .

At ni ght , t he Of f i c e r s wer® on t he b 1 f i e l d r dy f or a g ame

wi t h t he 13t h , but t hey neve r showed up . . . . . prob at-l y a s hamed of t he l a s t

m ssacre.......

ar 6- Rumor s f l o t i ng i n i t he nd t hat t he 90 h i ght mov e

to Debedu a for good.....

Of f i c er s pl a ed t he 13t h a t n ght a d won - 2 behi nd t e exc el l ent

pi t chi ng of Cr i swe l l . . . . a ni ne i nr.i ng g me , and pr obab l y t he :o s t ex -

cit ng g me played to date..... mith, pitc: ng for the 13th kept u

f a r l y qu et af f er.s
i v e l y unt i l t e f i f t h f ra me en o e h t a ho r

t o br ea k t he deadl o ck .

"Cha r e r Pi l ot " wi t h Lol yd Nol a pl ye d f or us at n ght nd wa s

pretty gruesome......

Dick L under was prc oted to Captain today.......

M 7- j L--rner and Lt c ou went sout h n 9 i t i ol

av i gat i ng . . . . . Sgt 'I cke r went as c rew ch i ef . . . . .

a 8- uiet day with nil activity.......

M 9- The same as the th .......
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ar 10- Looks mi ght y good f or t he i es i n t he ddl e E st . . . . .
Rorr e l i s show ng i s hee l s now a d i t n ' t be l ong . . . . . .

ar 11- General Suth rland d Gener l enney, special envoy of

General ac Ar hur t o t he i t e Hous e are ba t t i n t hei r heads a ai ns t a

br i ck wa: l . . . . . t hep are t r i ng t o s e l l t hem t he i dea t hat we ne ed mor e

m n an d pl an e s i n t he 5out h e s t Ar ea . . . . . . .

Mar 12- News t h a N:a j Larner t a l ked o e r NB t o t h e Un t d St t e s

on the Bism rck Sea attle... as broadcast from S ney ..... e also

appeared in the newsreels as id cCoun.......

ar 13- Ver y l i t t l e ac t i v i t out of Po r !ore sby t o ay . . . . . v ery

f ew p ne i n t he a i r . . . . . per h aps bef ore l ong we s ha1 1 get a s s i on . . . .

ar 1 - Lt Robi ns on an d Lt en j oi r.ed t he 90 h t oday . . . . t he f ormer

wi be t he As s i s t ant dj ut ant wh l e t he l at t e r wi l l be he ad of 5pe ci l

Ser c es . . . . . .

a 1 - Lt nde l l a d Lt B r on j o ed us t o ay . . . t h e o er wi l l

be As s i s t ant per at i ons Of f i c er i l e t he l at t er wi l l be a s s i s t nt

Intelligence under Lt Head......

ar 16- N activity.....

Ma 1?- N l a ct i v i t ; . . . . .

Ma 18- N acti ty.....

ar 19- At noon mess ru ors of a ssion circ lated.... aptain

Henebry would not sa a hing and we were all in the dark...a meet g

at t he l i ne at 1 :30 . . . . Lt Com a der nucc i . U N, br i ef ed us on ub-

marines.......at 2:30 a list was posted of b ships to take off for

Debod ra to awai an earlp eve ng ission f m there ........
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PI LOT CO- PI JT G U Lt Com nucc i (0)

962 Capt Henebry Lt L e S S cKi ey S Harrell, H.
661 Lt Howe Lt Jon S t Hume 5gt Ca t hy CBpt i t e { 0 )

969 Lt a.c
L ll n Lt Rosebush Sg ichards S T bar .

ke Lt Cl ke(N)

0 Capt Chatt F/0 C se(R F) tler Cpl Ne ell Lt R nsom (N)

9 6 Lt ng ra m Lt l
.e r Sgt Don l d ( F ) Cpl Cart er

1 9 Lt Hughes Lt W e ks P t Lot t S/ S Di cki ns on Lt Head ( I nt )

73 2 Lt e ed P/ 0 Johnc e ( R F) S/ Tabor S/ S Suc ke

T e boy s a r i v e d a t Debodura and s pent t he a t er noon s . i n d

hav g a good look at what had been a Japanese stronghold two nonths ago...

At 5-30 the cre s were briefed by Cap Heneb and Lt Com nder lenucci.....

The t a r et wa s a l ar submar ne t h :t wa s sup po s ed t o unl o d suprl i e s

at Lae arou d sundown...this news had been deciphered by our men at Port

Mor e s by . . . . e t ook of f at b : 5 j us t as t he sun was se t t n g e hi nd t he

Oren St anl ey e . . . . . eneb ŷ l ed +he f i r s t f l i g ht of Howe a d acLe l l an . . .

Chat l e d t he aeeond e l ement of g ra m. . . .
"Snuf f y " Hughe s di d ot g et o f

due t o eng e t roubl e . . . . Capt Hen bry had t o s l ow hi s f o rmat i o n down s a

it looked as thou h he i ht get to Lae too early..... ear S l mua the

t wo f l i ght s s wept i n a d a d ca e do n on t he t r e e s . . . . e y f l ew t h i s

way until they were abaut les outh of Lae when they s ung out onto

t he wat er a f l ew up t h e c oa ;t l i e . . . . . app ch g e , a r ocket wa s

s hot i nt o t he sky ( t s was t he Ja p ' s s i r ra i d warni n )
. . . . . 00 y ards

f ro m Lae , on a headi ng of 90 d egree s , t he 5 s hi ps ca e i ab r eas t . . . .

a i s pee d 2 50 mp . . . . s uddenl y t h e r i s n g on out l ned a i ant i c subm r i ne

t i ed up aga .n t t he L e dock . . . at t e end o f t he way . . . . . eneb y ,

Hvwe d cLellaa who were h ading over the sub let go with their gvns...

f r om t he unway and f ro m the f l anki ng h i s i nt ens e a d acc urat e a c k ack

w s f i r ed by t he Ni ps . . . at about 10 0 yar ds t he co - pi l ot s beg an t o t oggl e

t he bombs l o s e . . . . l l bombs hi t d i e ct l y whi l e one ent ov e . . . t he
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Lt I n a c ' s c r ew. , , L t o . . , t "Shor t y" H ] b r t , Lt Ingr , S
Roland, J. Sgt v rs, T.U ., L Thompson, Sgt Ch sson,.,,, On thie
trip north, Lt I ra su fered'll shrapr.e

l holes n his i ter
b omb n g a J a p convoy o f Ga s a t ; got t wo wi ng t i ps , a d w s at u
once in the d at 17 Mile Fi 1d...

Was c ew clief Sg Chesson sor ::
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v See, S t Anderson, S Barford,
S . P eas nt,

SPt Neal..,.Bomb rdier and om -sight ainte nce cott bor ti n is n
essential i the ombat zone,,.,, Sgt N al,.ser.

i r bo bardicr,was killed 11/24/42,
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o a mement Heneb and H e t ho ht t he i re l os on was t er r i f i c and f r ry g

pl a ne was out of cont r ol . , , . , The ons u g f i r e l i t up t he wr ck al aha g . . . .

ac Le l l
.an ' s s hi p suf

.
f e red a di re c t t f r om l i ght cal i br e k ack d Sg

Ti ber l a ke wa s k l l ed i ns t an t l y , . . . . n t hi s r n Capt a n Chat t was unabl e

t o f l y ov er t he s mar ne s o a f t er Henebr s f l i ght had pa s s ed by ,
Cha t t

sw g ov r a d de a other run.... gr followed closely on his ing,..

aee g th t the sub ar e had ex loded and sunk,
Chatt made a run over

s o e d s e r s al a r ea and dr o ed hi s bo s . , . . g am di d l kewi s e . . . .

There were xy near misses ith ack ack, but mir culously none ook

effect..... nebry, Chatt a .acLellon ade it back over the mo ntai s

t o 17 Mi l e Fi e l d . . . . . I n r nd Howe l ed at obod r a . . . . , Howe t r i ed

t o ge t home but went t o a ens e cl o d f rm t i on w c h put hi m i nt o a

violent spin d he was able to bring r.is ship out after Iosing 8 thousand

f ee t and hi t t i ng n ai r pee d of 50 mph. . . i s ex cape hat ch f l ew of f d

it had Cap ai John W ite,
Observ r, abit worried for a moment or two,..

Sgt Hume in the up er turret said he could fesl water dripping n h

from the re of the lane.,...P

I 2 - Capt Denni s t on , Capt Henebry , Lt ol om , Lt Pr o r , and

Lt e l ef t f or l e v n acKay . , . . . . .

Sgt T ber ake was buried with full milit y honors.... berlake

i s one o t he o d 9 h b oy s . . . . . pat r i ot i c . . . c oura geous . . . , , , , , , . . .

, , , . , . . , . . , devot ed t o du t y . . . . . Cpl , By ron dget t of t he 9 h wr i t e s t re

f ol l a i i n t ri bnt e t o t hi s great s ol di e r . . . . . e l l
.
T m i s go ne . :e

went out in the m nner reservsd _
°or heroes; the way eric ns ave been

go i ng ont s c e e a l y c ol oni s t s s e t f oot on t he s ho res of No t h A er i ca ,

and e g n t o h r a t i on out of a hos t i l e s ho re .
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1 .
He enl i s t ed i t he r Cor pa i n t e b er of 1939 a For Ben g ,

Georg a , nd t ook hi s recrui t t a n i t he 6t h i se Squ d ,
B rk dale Field, La. He was then assi ed to Hq, a Hq. Sqd., 17th

Bo b G up, and t e g t h and t he 90t h.
At t he t i me of i s deat h he h d be en i n o er s eas s er i ce uat s ho rt

f 1 nt h s , had r r t i c i pat e d i n 65 mi s s on s acc um l at i g .0 haur s o

co bat ti e d 00 hours fly time.

O Oct 12 l as t , he was awa ed t h e Si l v er St ar f o g l ant r i

ac t i on . . Sgt T mbe l ke was ombardi e r an ai r cr af t on a bombi g m s ai on

i n New Gui e a . hi s rcr af t ac t ed as deco y i a c o- ordi t ed e f or t ,

an i n t ent i on l l y provoked i t er c ept i on so enem f i ght er s cou l d e l ed

a ay t hus a l owi ng a s ec c d f l i g of bo ber s t de an uni t e u t ed

bomb g r n on the ta get.

he form ticn was attacked by 10 Z os a d dur ng he engage nt,

whi ch l a t ed f o r 20 mi ut e , hi s pl ne was dama ed by ene f i r e and

wa unabl e t o ke e p•up wi t h th e e s t o t he f o r t i on .

H wever e a ert ne ss an a cc at e f e of S T, g b lake and t e

entire cre resu ted in ane of the ene fighters bei g shot dv n. h

s.o
l di er di s pl aye d g reat c ou age and sk i l l hi l e h e wa s de f i r e .

Wh t he 0t h odi f i ed i t s pl anea , T
. as k®d t o be c ome an upper

gu ner . Hi s re que s t was gra n e d a e p t i c i p t e d i s e v eral h st

king actians n that capacity.

ee e t l y Ti mber l ake s aw an opport uni t y t o b et t er h s el f by t a s -

f err i t o hea bo b dm nt . Ai s app c at i on was a ppr ed a d he
1

ex pr e s s ed t he opi i on t ha t t he i s i on of Mr ch 9t h woul d be hi s l as t

f or t he 90t h qnad on .
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It was. t his n me is l ked with rican history, W en he

went, he was at his post, both uns blaz g. We'l rge that Ti helped

m ke a lot of Nip slips that d .

We r i ev e i t h hi s f a i l y n t he i r l o s s but k now g hi m ha s b ee n

o r ga i n . y a d ay ll p s s b e f or e we f o r ge t Ti m i t h ! .s s of t ,

Southern drawl, his e sy smile d cheerf reeting , is hea as big

a s a B- 1 . . . Happy Hun t i g , dy : "

a r ch 1 - ny n ew pr omot i on s we re ef f e et i v e a s of t hi s d at e , a l t hc

the list was not posted until later......

The follow ng men were pro oted to Technical ge t...
/Sgt herm n,

S/S t Th pson,
S/Sg Chesson ,

S/5 Nealy, S/3g Ba fo d, S/Sgt Harper,

S Sgt l e , S/ S rnes , S/ S Lee , S/ S t Ha l , S/ Sg Gr een nd S/ S

S ain......

e foll w ng wece appo ted rgeant... p1 tterberg,
Cpl

Smo at , Cpl Gi l l er , Cpl f a l o, P t l s er , Pv s , Cpl rnas ,

Cpl u n, Cpl Fecitt, Cpl als Fvt lcl rber, P t lcl Chase, P t Divers... .

ar 22- Ni ctivity . . . .

a 23 - A s i x hi p f o r a t i on a t t a ck ed s t r f ed t he out h of

t he La.bu Lagoon wher e nd n g bar ge s ad b een r e por e d . . . a j or L r ne

l ed t he s hi p i n 8 84 . . . . h i nd hi m r e t h e f ol l w g of f i c e r s wi t h

t h e i r c r ews . . . . . 4 3 Lt Hn ghe s , ,1 9 Lt ac Le l l on , 8 C pt Cha t t ,

4 b Lt Hawki n s , 7 Lt I n g a m. . . . 11 5 0 r ounds o f 50 c a l i b r e a un t i on

wa s ea pend ed wi t h ni l r e s ul t s obs er v ed ue t o t he dens e f or e s t s t ha t

f l anked t h e l a goon . . . . j r er t hen l ed i s s i p t o N d$a p wher e a l l

houses visible were strafed..... i esults observed.................
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Mar . . aot i v i t y . . . . . .

Mar 25- Ni activity......

26- A
..
l hi ps wi t out l ong ran g e ga s t a nks i l l ha v e a t hr ee-

h ndre d gal l on t ank i ns t a ll ed t he pos i t i on t hat t he l we r t ur r et us ed

t o occ upv . . . . . a s a r e s ul t t he shee t t al boy s we re hard at work under
-

Sgt Aubrey t r y a g t o get t hi s j ob done as c ' s pos s b l e . . . 4

ho t enan c e was e t up i mrnedi a t e l y . . . . t s a oug h ob and t he

s hee t met a l rnen des e r e l ot of cr edi t f or t he w t he y t a ckl ed t he ob .-
At 1 1 PM Lt V l us ek wa s s udd en ca l e d t o t he phone a d o de ed

t o ge t al l s hi s re a d "o r a orn ng i s ai . . . . . at t i s po nt al l

s hi ps had b een "t ak out " f or t h t ank s t a l l at i o n. . . . . t he s hi ps wer e

. ed i at el y r epared f o r a rni ng mi s s i on . . . bo bs l oaded and l l gu s

lo ded with 5 c libre a unition.....four hours later the call cam

thru to Lt Valusek t at it w s a oss error...to disregard the order

a d pr epa e t he hi ps f o r t he t ank n s t al l at i ons . . . . . t t hi s po t Lt

V l us ek , S C>ruz z i an d t he bo s r e s t ar k , ra ng d . . . . . but by

dayl i ght t he sh e t e t al wor k as f u l pr ogr e s s an t he s t o rm ad

passed.....

ar 7- S s h ps s e nt t o Debodur a f or t he ak i n s of a i ght mi s s i on

t o Lae . . . . . A s bmar ne was repor t ed t o be on i t s way t o I e t o unl oad

s uppl i e s t o t h e g arr i s o n er e . . . . . The f ol l o g pl e s cr e

m de the trip to Dobodura......

PILOT CO P L T GU F GUNNER E GINEE
969 Ma Larner Lt Ca s t e i S N or e S Ri cha ds Cpl Fe c i t t Lt r t er :)
8 Lt Hughe s Lt Wee ks S or t en P c By k t t Sgt Ne l y
9$ Lt Ha kins Lt Rickord S A ct Sgt Thompson S E gle

~ Capt under P. 0 Car s e S t s t e p S t ow nd , J S a rper Lt a.ns om fi )
9 6 Lt Sbi s a F/ S Gut hr i e Cpl Car t er Sgt McDonal d 3g Gr ee n

3 7 Lt Re ed F/ S c el an Sg P er s S McKi ey S t Thomps on , J . S.
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Lt td lcs ( ssin action 3/2?/43), Lt Hughes, S/S t Clar ,
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S t N , S Sgt mpson, Lt Rickard, Lt, wkins......
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T e t a k eof r o ob odur a w a bo 6 : 15 t a av r a . . . .

d ue t o t he s l i pp er s c l e nwa y , Lt bi s a t ed o t h e t 1 of

Lt awk i n.s a d as a r s u l t ot h h i ps we r na e o t of f . . . . .

j La ner l ed h s s hi p s t o e d ca do t e ha r b or t o f d

t ha t i t a s pi t ch b l a ck . . . . a s a r es ul t a j Lar n e r d eci d ed t h t he d

Lt u he s w ul d dr p f a r ea s o t hat Capt L nd d Lt eed coul d come

for the l......good they had done...t ey obse ved the r f ares

t o i l l n .na t e j us t a f e f t ov r t he t er d h n go out . . . : . h a

ar d a cc ur a t e ack a ck wa s e c ou t e e d s e a ch l i t b at t e i esh

b nd ed t he t por i l y . . . . Lar r d i ve d on t ba t t e i es a pnt

them out.... aunder d e d ca e i a d opped t e 00 po

s econd d e a y b o bs on do ck s t a l l a t s e a r b or p l l d t o e

r i t a d l ead ed ba ck t o ob od a , , . . a j Lar e r s t a r t e i mb i g t o g e t

o er some a s q a l l s a f a i ed t o i d H gh®s on hi s :n . . . , t h a t

wa s t he . s t " f f " d cr ew we r e h r d of . . . . . . . l l ah i p s , wi t h

ex ept i a n of , wh i eh wa s ve up f o r l t , .a d ed a t ob odur a . . .

ar 28- aj r r , G pt L Lt R ed a d c r s de a s ea oh

mi s s on t he vi c i t y of e i t he morni g f or Lt ghe and cr ex but

f ound n t hi ng. . . . . Th® r e i n ng s hi p s at I ob odur a r e t ed o 1 l e . . . .

0 was l ef t at Do od a t o ave a t a l a s bl y i nst a . .ed. . . ...

r 29- N acitvity...... t ghes d c w were a sad oss to the

90th.,,, at makes ei t of the origina 1 cre s that jo ned e 90th

in ptember "lost acticn" or "K .ed n aet on"..................

ar 30- l act i vi t . . . . . . . .

a r 31- Th e 0 h Sqva dr a Of f c er be at t e 13 h a n . . . . Th e
,

.
i s t ed Men we r e out i n .

l f r m r oot i f o r t he Of f i c er s . . , gr eat
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s p i t t her e arx i t s pea ks wel l f t he qu dr n . . . . .

Apr l 1- Fo r t een s i ps al er t ed a f t er br e kf a s t . . . . "Chuok " Ho e

wa sn ' t on t he l s t s o he rai s ed s uch a f us s t at act i ng Oper at i ons Of f i cer ,

Capt a .
Chat t , f n al l y l e t hi m go t o kee p i qui et . . . . . . e %o l l o ng

s hi ps f l ew t o Dobodura t o gas up and wai t f or t h e i s s i on t o br eak . . . .

PI I 7 CO- PI L T GU E GU IER F IGI EER
96 ner Lt Ca t el l i Sgt R c har ds S S oore S F ci t t
3 7 Lt ft e e P. 0 o ce S/ 3 Power s S S Tho ps on

9 Lt Ho e F/ S Cal l agh n S S Di ck i n s c T S Lef t n T/ S Che s s on
721 Lt cCou F S i l ki nson Sg McC r t hy S S Cr ev i s i er S/ S H phr i es
9$1 Capt Laun e r F S G t hr i e S S R an d S Fur S S Pe rki n s

1 Lt Re i d F La gl ey Sgt onck S S C]
.a rk T S e _9 6 Lt B i dge s F/ S c Le an S t acDonal d Sf S Car t er T/ S G e n

0$$ Capt Chat t F 0 C r s e S S t l e S S Peet T S ne s
?32 Lt Fi s hs r F/ S 3t s phena Pf c B rnes S/ S Taber T/ S ardne
1.

2 Lt Ha ki ns Lt Ri cko S S Samps on S/ S Newe l l T/ 3 B f or d
96 Lt cKee Lt Jones S S c g i ey T/ S Pardue S t os er

57 Lt I ngra F/ S S i bbar d S S a i t e S t o ;;s S Gr e e
1 Lt Wonder l y Lt i 1 Ler S/ S homp on S S p n Sgt La d r s

Lt Head ( I t ) S S H r per )
p and P c Kop n a l s o de t he t r i p t o

Dobodur a . . t Wvnder l a nd Lt I ngr m w e "e ct ra s hi ps " t o proc ee d on t he

mi s s i on i n t he c s e of en gi n e f a l ur e t e on t h part of any r egul ar l y

cr.eduled s p...........

e bo s l l ent or a di p i n he st r e tha t l a nk s t NWend

of t he Fi ght er St r i p. . . . . obodura i s a s pot of en c h nt m t . . no s qui t os ,

a f r es h bree ze f ro m he o ce an , and t he e v er pre v l ent er c i t em t t hat

l i e s w t h be i ng s t .t i oned s o nea t he so - c 1ed "Fr nt Li nes ". . . . . rul es

s uch a s "Par 1 - a ) r_o n wi o aut o f t e ca mp ar e wi t hout t he

c ampany of at l eas t t wo men , and under no c i rcums t anc e s wi ll a ,v an be

wi t hout f ear . . . " e t c s . . . . P t Hi gby and so of t he ot he r boy s s t at oned

t he r e n t he a:iv nc ed ech e l on are l l y h v i ng a t i m f or t hem el v es . , .

They al l l oo k l i ke t hey av e be en dr ge d t hr ough a mud puddl e , but 't hey
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a have j eeps t o r un abou i n . . . . e e t h ng i s so e l l di s per sed t hat

: rans or t at i on i s nee ded under al l occ as s i on s . . . . .

At 3 :3 0 PM t h e mi s s i on br oke . . . . t he dope : A "Tokyo E pres "

(Wa rsh i s ) wa s en rout e t awa rds e . . . hey w r e 5u os ed t o hav e l e f t

Kavieng at about 1:30 P .. Our job as to intercept them abo 20 1es

S of av i eng , d c ol l abo rat i on wi t h Beauf i ght er s , B 17 s and B- 21 s

s k t hem al l a l a Bi s m ck a Bat t l e . . . . . aj o r La ner br i e f ed t he l ad s

be f o e Lake of f an d t o l d us t ha t t he r e wou ld be no pur s ui t o t e ct i on ,

but to t it in his words "A-25-C-1 can outr n n Zero a ywa "
,,..Pu y 3

Wi g Co nder "Bl a ck Jack" W l e r , head of the RAA Beau i ght er out f i ,

an d a l e end among l f l i er s , wa s al s o on h d f o r t he br i e f i ng , . . . .

y 3 a15 t he - 17 ' s and t he B- !s pa s s ed v er t he f i e d t he 90 t h

t ook t o t h e ai r . . . . . we wer e t o st ke t he c onvoy t e f al l g hour s

of dus k nd subs aquent l y t he l i ght s at O e Ba,y w r e t o be t ur ne d on f or

us s o we cou l d f n d our w y ba ck . . . . . . .

At : 3 t he v a i ous f l i t s had p s s ed of A awe , 1 B i t i an

nd we e on cour s e . . . ». S ddenl y a me s s age was re c e v ed t ha t order ed t he

25 nd e auf i ght er s back t o Dobedu a edi at el y . . . . . no on e knew wh
,y ,

but t h e : s s o n wa s a l l ed back . . . . . he B 17 ' s nd 8 2 s con i nued on
,

to the target.......

ac l at Dobordur , t he boy s at e a s ,pper of
.
l y e f pot at oe s ,

r i ce a d ho t co f f ee . . . . . Char l i e C an i n " rder i York " was t he

cur r ent ent er t a n ent and s hor t l y t her e af t er t he 40t w s f a s t a s l ee p . .

Apr i l 2- Up at b :30 and t o l d t o proc e ed ba c k t o Port or es by ed i -

at e l y . . . Ca a i n Chat t wi t h eng i ne t r b 1 e ; an d Maj arner , Lt I m ,
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a d
.
Lt Reed di d not get of f as soon as t he rest a as a res t ere

h r e t o t t he s s age t h at we x e r e on t he a rt a gai n . . . . . ahi ps

wi t h t he ex c ept .on of Lt How d Lt cCoun a d Capt ai n La .
de r et d

t o Dobor dura . . . . . no t h . g me of t h i s a e rt a d t ey wer e back t he nex

d at Port oresby......

Capt He nebr ar: i v e d f r om Br i s b e i t h "The Bat Jr . " t he m c h

her l ded 5 w t h a 2 0 m, ca non a t wo ne : ng i ne s . . . , e e of

al l . . . . . . . . Capt Denn t on , Pry r , ol om , Cap aaNut t , nd

Lt Ri ol a al so came back on t s s i f rvm l ave i n acKay . . , . . . .
Ap l 3- Lt t e d Lt mi t h a e wi t h us f or a we ek f ro m ba ses

n t h e Fi i I s l nds t o st dy i p omb i ng t a ct . or , s hal l we s a ,

l m t i t ude At t a ck ct i c s . . . t hi t e i s rom t he 70t h Bo b Sq

and Lt i t h r om he 69t Gr .

Ap l l - ui t s a f e o t he bo s di dn ' t s how up f or a Squad on

Me et n g i n t he morn i ng at t he l i ne due t o s eve r e " o l ds c n a et ed f r om

t e ni ght be f ore . . . . . 3uf f i c e i t t o sa t hat al l me t hat we r e l a t e o r

abs ent wer e dul y appoi nt ed Dut y f f i c er s f or s ucc e edi ng a ys . . . . . nder

Lt .o , a genera l r eckon g a s t a ken o f how much each of i c er owed

the Squ r n for liquor consumed during the p t onth.... t Howe took

t he honour s i t h . . . . weLL 1
., t hat oul dn ' t be f a . . . . . . . . . . .

At n ght t he f f i c er a beat t he gi eer s i n s of t bal l - 3 . . . t he

game was ca l l ed t he h f rame due t o da knes s . . . i n l f a i e s s t o

the E g nesrs, ha they had their la t "licks" at bat, it ould have

be en a d f er ent so ng t hat t h e Of f i c er s s ang i n t he i r s howers t at ni ght . .

ob Ho pe pl ay ed oppo s i t e ade l i e Ca r ol i "I Fav or i t e l onde ". . .

Plenty good.......
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Apr i l 5- T e t h i s pect ion n rn ng by Capt Zi on of Group. . . . . .

N ws of a m s si o n of 6 s hi ps t om r r ow n t he v i c i n i t y of dang . . . .

Apr i l b- S s hi ps l er t ed wit h one t o be on "s t n dby ". . . . a Larn r

was t o hav e l e d t he f l i ght but hi s pl ane got s t uck n t he ud a he was

unabl e t o get o f f t he ound . . . t Coun a cre w t ook h s p a c e , . . Takeof f

wa s 7 :30 ; t a get w s de r ,
60 mi l es SE of Ma dang , . . 100 ]

.
b s t ant a eo

an d f r ags er e ca r i e d . . . al s o ny bat ch es of pr opaganda t o be drop e d

on t e J aps . . . . The J aps wer e r i ng t o s e t up a i rbas e at S der and

h m ..our 'ob was to scare thehad beaten t e t ves nto elp g the ..

nat i v e s of f o t hat hey oul dn t he l p t he Japs , . , i we cou l d bomb h e

vi l l a g s and s t raf e t he i r 1a nd , t h e w ul d r un away an d go i l d , . . . ,

962 Capt Henebry Lt Lee Lt Ransom(N),
S/S Mc .nney

T/S Pa due
11.9 Lt c e l l an W/ 0 Ga l l agha S/ S Di cki nson T/ S L t t :.n
112 Lt How Lt Jone s S/ S T omp on S/ S up n
793 Lt Hosback F/S son S 9 Cas i

.o
S/S P t erson

9 l Lt idges F/S acLe lan S/S ow a d, J.
S/S Fur

721 Lt McCo n F/S Wilkinson S t 1c arthy S Boggs

The f l i g t u der Ca Henebr t ock a d i r e c t rout e to Sni de r . , . an

a l t i t ud e of 13 , 00 0 f e et wa s nece s s ary t o s s ov t he r e s SE of
. -

ai d er . . . . . n t he c i t y of Wau, s e v er al P- 0 ' we re m s aken f or Ze ros

and wer e s hot a t . . . . ext r a gas a nks wer e drop ed at t he s ame t me . . . . at

t he t arge t t h re as a g e o round rob i wi t h on e s hi p d a t i g i n and

d o p g hi s e g s and a o t her s neak g t er h m a d s t a f i ng . . . . .

The 12 P- 3 S ' s t ha t we n al ong as t o p co e r ke pt a wat chf u l eye o n us f rom

above . No f i re w s e ncount er e d and he f l i ght ret urne d t o Por t or e s y

af t e r 3 : hour s i n t he ai , , . . , . , . . . . .
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Apr 7- Nil happen gs...,.o e of those re lly hot ew G nea day ...

rost of us by now agree that we never k w the really correct ea in of

"hea " until we ar ived New Gu ea....,...

Apr .
1 8- For tian fly g in the rning led by Captain Gh tt,... '

a o r Lar e r , ho wa on a f i s hi ng t r i p of f Por t or e s by wi t h Col one l

Strickland, as given a good buzz ob by members of this 6 ship li t...

Hawki s took the proverbial cake by al ost taki the mast off the

Colcnel s boat.......

t ni ht r mors of a rlSSlon to so destination South of Wew k...

this w l make he longest ission that we w ll fl to date......

"Se rv i c e de L " pl a y ed at ni ght •i t h Cons t a c e enne t t d c ha

Aue r . . . . . Ver l i ght , nt ere s t ng co ,edy . . . . . . a dr i zzl e f e . t hr oughout

and the e in the frant of the impromptu ovia house, wer expos d to

the elements........

pril 9- e e at 6 A and takeo f at 6: for dan g which was

to be bombed and strafed.....the follow g crew de the trip.......

SH P P L T CC PI I T NAQ G NNE R DI O G NNER
3 a Larner Lt R der Lt Clarke /S C rk J.H. 3 R cha s, K.

A
L. Lt R i d, H. J . F/ 9 L gl ey S/ 3 Power s , Pf c yxne s , R. J ,793 Lt Hos ba ck F/ S s o , H, S S Pat t e s an S/ Ca s ar no
9 1 Lt elbe W/0 allag an S/S F ry S S Roxland
0 Lt Sol omon Ff S St e phens S S P et S/ S t l
962 Capt Henebry Lt Lee Lt Rans o T/ 9 Pa due S S c i n ey
916 Lt Bri ges F/S cLel Diver S/S Taber
1 7 Lt gram S Greene S ogge S/S ito
72 Lt McKee P 0 Johnco S/S Crovisier
2 t Hawk s Lt

.e
kord S/S N e S/S Sa pson

980 Lt F sher Lt Dick son(69th o b ) 3/3 A S 3 ickenson
l 1

.
9 Lt P or F/ S t hr i e T S Lof t i
2 L Cris ell F/S Stibba d S/S T omp on S S up n

o b were dropped on the ru ay, dispers areas nd on the tow .,..

aircraft on the runway w re s rafed, the town was strafed, and b rges on
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the shore were blown up....... I this area 3 Zeros, t o Bombers(of

the i ly .ass
ification) were destroyed.....A motor truck that was

caught t e i ddl e of re f ue l i a p e wa s s t raf ed d c a ht f i r e

and bl ap......
A/A sition SE of the E st end of t ru ay was

strafed a d put out of comm ssion temporarily........ 92 20 b frags,

9 X 100 Lb de s t . and 3 , 000 . 0 Ca amm o ex pended or t hi s

devestat ng raid.......

We were supposed to have ra ded Dobia,
South of We ak, but weather

did not enable us to get th ough, so er chan ed tbe attack and

we went af er Madang.......the f n y part of this w.as that the Be u ghters

under Win Co a der ian " ack Jack" Walker, were supposed to have

hit dang l m nu es after w ad h t our ori i ally desi at®d t get

area............as it was, when "Black Jack " and h s aufi hter got

t o t he t ar et , t he wa s not hi ng l e f t of i t but f i es . . . . . . Hi s l an a e

over the radio could be h ard as far South as Port Moresby....and were

•e R . . . . . . . . . . . . .

At night the Officers beat the Ca p A ea 1-0 n a five inn ng game...

cal ed at dark........

mor s of a s s i on o odi a i n t he m i ng t o e t t he t ar get t hat

weather kept us from t lay.......

Apr i l 10- Up at : 5. . . . . pre t t y t ough ho r . . . hot c ke s and cof f e e

and bread...

Out to the l e.....a haze hung o er the field and we saw that n

"instrument takeoff" was necessary.,...a very shart brieiing by Lt Head

an a j Larner..... r m ry tar et was odia, and the secondary target

(to wit, n case of failu e to reach pr . ary target, th n eecondary
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t arget woul d be hi t ) was adang. . . . , . Iarner ' s pl ne was vt e v i ced

and co ld not get off, Lt Ingra 's plane did not ave its electri al

syst em f nct i oni ng roperl y. . . . . The fol l awi i ps t ook of f at 6 :15. . . . .

PI LOT CO- PILOT G N RADIO GUNI
962 Capt Henebry Lt Lee Lt nsom(nav T/3 Pardue 3/S 1 inney Sgt oser(CC)
0 Lt Solo on S/ Steph ns TfS Swain 3/ tler
?B Lt Re ed P 0 Johnao
793 Lt Castelli F/S La gley 5/S Patterson S S Cass i o
91b Lt L ckhar t F/ S a o n t a cDonal d gg t Di v er s
721 Lt Coun F/S Wi kinson 3 S Crovisier r York(N'th eric n Rep)
132 Lt Hawkins Lt Rickord 5/S ampson S/S Newell
9 0 Lt Howe Lt Jonea S S ick nson S/S Axt
I 19 Lt cLel l a W0 Ca a h T/ S Lof t i n
. 3 L H l ber F S ae n

T rget...... ogia H rbo .r was weathered in as "ceil ng a d visibility

n .
i t ed". . . . . . . e rout e wa s d e c t . . . Sur pr i a s . . . Ka ant u . . . Du pu . . .

re pas s ed v e r t he Bi s m rck a n e at ll , 0 0 f e t Mt . Ker i gonna r i s i n t o

1 0 f ee t wa s f ar of f t o our l e f t . . . whi l e we pa s s ed t h e l ong , st er i ous

F s t er r e Ran e t o aur r i h t . . . i t s bony and a gg ed ba ck poked t hr ough

t he cl ouds at 1 3 , 5000 f e et . . . . . . Lt Coun ad t o t urn ba ck 0 i nut e s

f rom t e t ar et as h was nabl e t o t r s f e r s due o p mp f a l re . . .

T e t ar get reac hed , t he pl ane s swep i f s t nd l ow. . . . m a de rt ed

plan tation hut severe d accurate heav m chine n f re m t the first

li ht.... apt Henebry's pl e was hit nd his nrer, S/S cKi ney everely

wounded he l e f t a nkl e . . . . .s hydrau c s s t as s hot out he had

t o crank hi s b o b bay doo r s o pen an al vo hi s ba b s . . . . Hi s wounded gunne r

necessitat d an i ed ate retu n to the field..... n this same burst of

f i re , Lt Howe ' s r i t e g i ne s s ho t out . . . i s o i l l i ne wa s s e er ed and

hi s pr cp s t ar t ed t o r away , . , . . he f e at her e d hi s engi ne a d s t ar ed f or

Dobordura . . . . . n t he i t er , t he re s t of t h l i t s d o p ed 3 66 X 20 l b
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f rags , 35 X 100 l b demo i nst f us e, 1 X 30 l b de o i nst f use , nd expended

19 , 000 K . 0 c al a o . . . . . T e A A bat t ery t a t sho t up Capt Henebr s

ship s subaequently iped out by Lt Howe o sa v ed hie bo bs on them......

Lt Kul , HG 5 Stat i on , and aj Larner we re i t h Cap Hene ry a d Lt Hawki ns

(Lt Howe 's e scort on hi s l ong hop t o Dob ordura) on t hei r ent i re t r i p t oward

home base. Capt Henebry flew o er 7 e Drone and sta ted n ng dow

hi s whe e l s . . . . a l a rge crowd o t he ual " l t re ", l aden down i t h

came ras et c , wer e on h nd t o wi t nes t he po s s b l e a ra s h l ndi ng i n t he

vent t hat hi s whee l s cou l d not be o un d n suc c e s s f ul . . . . a s much

as one of Capt Henebry ' s whe el s had be en s ho t down ov er t he t a ge ( i t was

hanging n a position between "wheels p" nd " heel down"), it seemed

possible that a cr h landing as in order ....the tension was creased

as he had a badl y wo ded man aboard who se l i f e , pos i bl y , depe rled on -

gettin to the hosp tal a hur y.....but "Jock" made it s fely.....

Sgt I ser , hi s c ew ch ef wound down t he he l s , and t he s hi p m de a

perfect l ding....
/S McKinne lost the back art of h s left heel but

due t o s ome exc el l ent d
.oc t or i ng by Lt Ra om, Fl i ght a gat or , he was

excellent shape en he rived...."Doc" ag ire, th Flight ur eon

s a i d t hat Ra s om di d a s od a j ob on Mc . ey a any Do t o r cou l d ha e

done . . . . . . . cKi n e y r e e i v ed t he rpl e Hea t t h• t af t r oon wh l e Lt

ns om was re con ended or t h e A r M d l f ©r hi s ex c e l l ent j ob . . . . . . . . .

aak on the other side of t Owen Stanley Range Lt Howe was mean-

wh l e ?l yi ng on one gi ne t o ards Dobordu a . . . t Hawk ns f l ew a mi l e

t o hi s r i ght as a pos si bl e m a n of p o t e c t i on , or t o m k t he p t er e

he mi ht av e t o "go i n" i f s one good e ne we nt bad . . . . . . Let us

ex i n e t h e odds t hat Howe , Jones , Ax r Di ck nson we e up a g .n s t . . . . .
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They were 50 e s f m Dob o du a . . . . Port Mor e s by cou d not be re ached

as t he coul d no t c1 i b . . . . . t woul d be a 50 l e t r i p t h o u J p

t e t o . . . . . . . The r es enc e of a s ngl e enen f i t er woul d spe l l

di as t er . . . . o B- 2 5 wi t h no e g h yet f l o succ e as f u l l y on one e ng n e

f or y di s t ance . . . . . . l t e s e t hi ngs ust hav e a s s ed t hrou t he nds

of t he c r ew on 9 0 . . . . . y t he t i dang as r a ched Howe had gi ve n

t he order '°o r t he s h i p t o be s t r i pped. . . . guns , r di o equi nt , and a 1

pa 8 hanal i a ws s dumped ov er boar d by S S Ax a d S/ S D ck s o . . . a s Lt

Howe t e l l s t he st or , "Suddenl y t h e re s a wi l d wrenchi n nd t ea r i n ,

en su ng f ro m t he no s e of t he pl ane , a Ax woul d ap ar t h a mac hi e

n n r.i s han d nd dump i t o r board . . . t hen A t woul d paus e a ment

the nav gators compartment and comb his hai nd dash back into the

nos e wi t h uch noi s e ". . . . . . . . Due t o l a ck o r adi o,
80 w s n co pl et e

s i l enc e t h t he home b e . . . . . Thus , Lt Hawki ns woul d e cei , e a me s s ag

f r om Lt Kul i n o r Ma L ne r f rom HG 5, wr i t e i t i n b i g l e t ar s on a p per

f al ong s i de Howe a d l e t h re ad suc h me s s age as "Du p radi o Equi p". . . . . .

or "is hycrau ia sy t n out"......... y F nchaven, Howe was trsnsferring

ga s f o hi s bad eng e t o i s g o od en n e , . . . he had a i ne d an t i t ude

of 7 f e et t hue r t a i ned a s pee d of 1 0 mph wi t h a t hr ott l e s e t t i ng

of 3? in, of rcu y and 350 R .,....b ck at Port Moresby the 9 h w s

dubi ous : . . . but t hey s t uck by e r di o at t he f i el d a n l i s t e ned i t o

Lt Hawki n ' s s pa s odi c re por t s . . . when he re port ed "f i l t hy w at her S of

Lae" we shook our heads......b t between Howe nd his never-to-be rattled

co- P ot J one s , i s t r t f l i ng s as s u d and a s t ra i ght pat h l o m. . .

Lt Hawk s l e d Howe i n a nd f rom una *o Dobordur a . . . . . uck i l y , Ho ' s

h draulic sy tea was not shot out d he made a normal la d ng.........
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However, on s appraach leg, a transpo , which was iven the red light,

insisted on landing n the opposite dire tion d l ost m de a failur

of Lt Ho e ' s re m rkabl e f eat . . . . . . howev er , Ho e , not t o be a t done , s werved

his lane to the ri ht and missed the tr spa t.......for Lt Howe's out-

s t a d n and r ma rkabl e ;ob of f l y n , he was re c o ended ( f or t he t hi rd

ti e) for th D t guished Fl in Cross.......,..

"Gent l e a J " wi E r ol Fl n and t he l ov e , nd l u c i ous e s

S i t h l aped ni t . . . . . e el l ent ent er t ai n t . . . . . .

A r l 11- As one ror e i g cor r e s pondan t s o a pt l y put i t , "T e 9 t h

does all the h rd work d gets all the ssions".... li e wit this,

we sat all day on our cks des on an " E T" •••••••.

Apr i l 12- I t he i ddl e o f a "f st ai d" l ec t e by "D c " I agui e

at Operations i the morn g, a ED AL T was aounded....ni
l c e it,

but a hour 1 at er , 10 AM ot her s ou ded 1 5 m nut e s l at e r a ppro x i -

mately 3 edium Jap bombers c vered b ab ut 60 Zeroe ew over 17 i e

Fi el d n an approx .m e headi ng o f 1b0 de ree s . . . . . . Sl i t t r enc he s we r e

filled to capa ity n a hurr ,....then the sti ks started to come do ...

14 e Fi e l d was hi t hard . . . . one shi p t he 1 3t h Sq dra l ef t c m-

mission ...& 7 le Field,
4 M e Field, a 3 i e Fie1d were subsequently

hi t . . . . . na t he 3 up oi d p wa s hi t nd a f i er c e i e a t r ed . . .

Capt Doc" G l more, oup i t geon, was huddled in a slit treneh

th a Ha l d Col Strickl nd a d a 300 lb "d isy cutter" hit not

paces away a d tore the su •ounding earth nd te ts..,... n the 9 th area

en wer huddled nder b ks, books, tables, c rs, and all av ilable ub-
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s t a t i a l i t e s . . . . . . . 3 Au t i n, of Ar a ent , a at c hed up a r i f l e a d

started firing at the Nips (they were at 20,000 feet) and swore he would

be a gunner on t he nex t mi s s i on . . . . . . S B ra t and S Tabor h d t o run

t hr ough 4 f e e t of wat er t o ade a di ve t r enc h i n t i e . . . . , a t ey f ai r l y

parted the water, so to sp ak....several men caught in t e latrine ade

a hasty, if omewhat irre ular, exi ...... t aupin huddled revetment

# 20 on t he f l i ght l i ne i t h a wat er bas ( t i n ) ov e r h head f o r pr o t e c -

• t i on . . . . . Not t o be out done , 3g ay Oreene d a d v e t r ench thr o u h t e

en t i r e ra i d . . . . . . . . . . i t he t h a re a
, t he l er t was s omewhat l at e . . . . .

The f t t hat t he boy s i n t e ar ea of t he r ai d wa s when t e bo b s

t ar t d dropr.
i g . . . . . . . . d suddenl y t her e as a d s c a bl e a s m c

,
• started a m d rush for covering......"Talbie", the native who washes

t he of f i c rs l aundry , was s e en da s hi ng l i ke a de er f om the r i v er t o ards

he camp are a wi t h h i s s ki r t a ove r hi s he ad , . . . . . . Lt McKee , who worked

laboriou ly for two weeks on his slit trench, was unable to get to it

dur i n t he r a i d . . . . . a s ul i , agui r e , Lo ck a ct nd Mc Cou were hu d l ed

th re d would not be oved......the earth trembled th he l ing

bo bs and the tre blin knees...........

Ove r head , t he Ni p bomber s i n two f l i t s of 31 a r.d
12 pl n e s were

r e . r kabl y ac curat e , wh e our ack ack wa s r a rkabl y i n cc rat e . . . . . .

se eral of o purauit that got up that high in t e, ade several asses ,

at the or at on a d knocked t o planes out of the sky.....but weav g

and rol l i g Zero s kept
.mos t of our pur sui t at bay . . . . . . . . vne borr.b er broke

f or at i on f l w c k ov er t he ha rbour up t h e c oa s t an . when l a s t was

seen was being chased by several of our pursuits...............
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A P- 3 9 i n t rou l i e w er 1? l e D c .e cr as hed j us t E of t he f i e l d

while the pilot p rachuted t safety......

ur c l a i m wer e p o pos t er ous t hat ni ht . . . .we hea rd ove r the radi o

that we had knocked ap oxim tely 0 of the attacking pl nes down....

however , we on t h e g ound s aw 4/ s o t he e nt i r e at t ack and s aw but 3

or planes get shot down.......

Ack Ack boy s cl ai med of de ba ber s , s o t he o m un i que sa i
.

wh l e we ev er s aw ny a ck a ck co me wi t t r i k g d i s c e of y

aircraft....so the bull-----goes.....one ds it every he .........

e 1 i de a f i rm re s ol ut i on , howev er , t hat i n t he f ut ure re al l

wo d have slit trenche nea our tents... vst in case.........

Apr i l 13 - A er t ed or a i s i on a g i . . . bu ni l came of i t a i n . . . .

T n s i on l l mo rn n g . . . . . . a po s i b l e d ay l i t a ack bv t he Japs . . .

Pl nes hovered in the stratosphere l
.
l d y......

Mor esb st i l l i ck i t s ro u ds f om ye st erda s rai d. . . . . . .

t he b c k of al l t he nds of t he combat l ad s was t he t hought o f

a pos s i bl e day l i ght ra i d on Raboul . . . . . .

ener l M cArth once s id that "however horrible the ncidents of

war a y be , t h e s ol di ®r w o i cal l ed upon t o of f e r hi l i f e f o r hi a

c ount ry i s one of t he nob l e s t deve l opment s o f ki r.
d". , . . ho t rue : : : . . . . .

I the afternoon we rec ved wor that Lt Schu].t , ex 90th omba dier

was ki ed la t nig t n a B 17 o a takeoff.......

Lt He ad l e t i t be kno t ha t a l l m o r t i c i pat ed i n t he Bi s c k

ea at t l e we re re co ended f or t he Di s ng i s he d Fl y g Cr o s a . . . . d

that the men who ere n the bmarine raid at ae when one o the Jap's
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four biggest undersea cra t was eunk, w ld also receive the DFC.........

S gt her at perations is also arking on the awa d of the DFC or

t he Med 1 f o r n ber of i s s i on s made . . . t o i t , 50 mi s s i on o l d

en t i t l e t he a t o a DFC whi l e 2 5 i s s i ons ou l d be t he dal . . . . .

P c Ca pisi is help ng She an on this ob.........

Apr i l 14- 6 Shi p f ormat i on i .t he o rn n a t er I nt e l l genc e Mee t ng . .

Fair work....0ur
for tion is still ragged.... n this combat ork of

t oday , g od f o at i on f l i ng i s an es s ent i al . . . . . .

wo ed erts today and everyone had an eye to the sky an d eye

t o t h e i r s l i t t r ench . : . . . o Jap came ov e r but t h ey di d : i t l ne ay

hard....... ohnny ola, now attached to Fighter Co a , ca back with

t h e news at n i ght t ha t abo t 4 Jap m di bomber s and di v e bomber s ,

protected by about 30 p suits, attacked e ay and disabled three of

our car go e s s e l s and knocked a nu ber of ur pl anes out on t he g rou . . . . .

still incredible reports about the n ber o ene that were knocked out

of t he sky . . . i t s f unny why we never s ee i t ha pe n. . . . . . . .

ing Comma der "Black Jack" Walker, Beaufi hter Bo s, was entertai ed

by , o r Larne r a d Ca t Henebry n t he f or mer ' s t e nt i n t ev en i ,,
and uch gai et y d s ual s on ( t o wi t : "0 'R l l y ' s Daug ht er ") vi br at ed

back and forth throu h the hills a d as .........

ont y Wool ey pl a d n "T Pi ed i pe r " at r. ht and t he ent i re

Squadr on w on ha f o r t h i s . , . . . ex oe en t sh w. . . . . . . .

G. I . Ru r s : we may b e a d v e bomber quadron . . . . and we y s end

s ome of our men t o t he 38t h a s t he y ar e now f r i ng q dr ons of

Altitude ombers..........
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Apr i l 15- Gas ask i nspect i cn t hi s mor n ng i t h Lt Harlan Rei d

of f i c i at i . . . . . . The a ct i n was he d on t he f l i ght l i ne . . . . f i r s t t he

of f i c er dr ew up i a l i ne i n f ront of Oper 3t i ons and had t he i s k

i ns pec t d f or fl aw et c , a t he oo rr ect proc ed r e f or put t i ng i t on

was demonstr ted...then the enlisted en under Sgt Fo n r were put

throu the same thing.....

Lt a ns c: and Lt C1ar k sw ng t he compa s s e o f 21 an d 1 9 l at er

in the orning......

j Larner with Lt Howe as Co- il t, fl w to Dobordura to i spect

0 whi ch Howe had brou t back f r om ogi a on one engi ne . . . . i t as

fou d that an n ine had to be changed.... on c ly,
it wa the b

eng ne that had to be changed......the explosive b llet that had served

the oi l ne had r .e
d the en ine be ond repair.............

Capt Henebry took Co nder "B ck Jack" W ker up l for

t r a s i t i on . . . . . t hi s ke s about 1 5 di f f er ent ty pe s of pl ne s t ha t Wa l ker

has been checked out i ..........

Apr l 16- Fr i ed e ggs a t oas t f or reak as t . . . . news o f t hi s t r eat

wa s her al ed t he pr ev i ous e e ni ng , nd as a e s ul n y of t he l at e br e k-

f ast - goers , were t he fi rs t on and to see f t hey coul d get seccnds . .

but, no dice.....

Gun ery pr ctice on the wreck in the morning.....se ral new gunners

were itiated by some of the older m n......

At l unch t he wo rd was out t h t Lt Howe and Lt el bert , who had t a ken

of f a t 9 A t o f e at her a pr op , had not re t urne d . . . . . Gr oup d i t e r

Co and wer e not i f i e d . . . . due t o t he pos s i bi l i t y of a Ni p ra i d o ver Port

Mo re sby , i t wa s not f e as bl e t o aend pl es al of t f or a s ear ch par t y . . . .
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However, Capt Henebr , somehow, got per ssion from Fi hter Com a d to

allow of our planes to go out on search...... ap Henebry,
Lt Bridges,

Lt McCoun d Lt Reed took off at 12:30...... e area to Hood Pbi t and

nl and Nort h t o Kar e and l d wa s cov er ed wi t h no s uc c e s s . . . . . a t

about 3 PM t he s hi ps we re c l l ed . . . . An Aus t r l i . ra di o s t at i on had

cal l ed i n f ro m t he c i ni t y of 30 Mi l e Fi e l d and s t at ed t h t Howe an

c r had cr a h d but er e 11 a f e . . . . . Maj Ia rne r f l t o 3 0 l e

Field a d after some dela , brought back the crew.....
T e story : Lt

Howe and Lt Hel bert , i "Chat t er & , s hi p H8 , had f e at hered an,

eng ne . . . . t he si ngl e eng i ne f l y .ng was O. K, unt i . t he good en i ne began

t o cut out a d bef or e t h e f eat he ed en i ne coul d be u f eat her ed , a l t i t ude

was lost nd a crash inevitable..... owe tried to put it on the shore

but suddenly the nfeathered eng ne tu ned ov?r d gave the ship boost

and car r i e d t he pa s t he s hor e a nd t he ahi p c l i p ed a pa t r ee . . . . . a .

mou ta n loomed up with a sh at its base...,. owe p t it down.

adr oi t l y n t he mar s h a d wi t h no har t o c r ew or pl a ne . . . . . . . The real

dan er as get i ng ba ck t o t er ra f i r . . . . t he s wamp w s f e st ed .t
h

a l l i gat or s a sn ke s . . . . . owe st oo d g ard i t h "Tom y G n " whi l e Hel ber t ,

S S Andy a n and Lt Pat Hea t ( o made the t r i p ) pus hed t hr u t he mud

anc l i me of t he s wa p . . . . . . e s ad c at c h i s t hat 08 i s g ood sha pe

but t he t a s k of g et t i n i n t o t hi s des o t e d a p a nd bri gi the pl ane

out oul d not y o r t h e jo b i vo l v ed . . . . . . .

r'Abe L co l n i n I l l noi s " pl a e d at ni ght . . . R on as s ey t urned i n

hi s us u l e x ce l l ent j ob . . . . . e el l ent ent t a nm nt whi ch t e who l e

Squ dron turned out for.......
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Apr i l 17- o hour r eadi ne s s or al l s hi ps al l day . . . . . . . .

o s i t i on i n N w ne a i s g et t i ng wo r s e each day . . . . . he Japs

ae em i ent on t ak t hi I s l and a w a e br ought i n a eat an d

ever- :ountin A r Force....... 5 pur uit a d 10 b bers are at Wew k....

about pur s ui t a t dang . . . . 1 0 p r s u i t d 7 5 bomb er s at abual . . . a d

so it goes,...they now overshadow us .n air power in thi theatr ....so e

o t he i r r po er ha s bee n :i t hdr awn m t he So l omon are . . . , a g r eat

navy f or ce l i e s at uk . . . . . . t o s ay o r po si t i on pre car i ous i s pu i g

i t mi l dl y . . . . . ene ral cA t hur i s da i 1 o c l a g t ha t w n eed bom er s

and bombers . . . and t he n some . . . . . and s e cre t ar y f ar St
. oson s t a k n g

st eps a he a .r ounced t hat o re pl anes wo ul d be i n our t heat r e of operat i c s

shortly..............

L tel , dne to threat of a r raids, most of t e pursuit power hag

bee n k ept n t he .c
i i t y of Por t ore s and us l y we a re no t maki g

a y s s i ons . . . . . t o f l y t o Wew:.k or v i ni t w t hout pur sv i t cov er o d

be s ui c i de , and i t bec o i g re ev i dent ea ch day t ha t we c not s t a d

t he l os s of an; of our b n er s wi t hout a j us t i f i cabl e c aus e . . . . . . , . . . .

E even R d o Gun er we re at t ached t o t he 9 h f ro m t he 13t h . . . . .

S/ Sg Frank T. e Z; S/ Sgt Joh G. novi c ; Sgt Perr C, l ord ; Cpl

C ri AI, Christensen; Cpl John S.
K stetter; Cpl Che ter A, Lukoszak;

Cpl Char l es N, V l de ; Pf c Cl i f f or t Cor •i e ; t Ri c ha d L, B u gar cner ;

P t Sh non . ohrer; vt Wa ter F
,
Cl ord.........we needed them '

bad] a t hey we e wel l - re c e i v ed d edi t e l y a t t ac e d t o a cr ew. . . .

News t hat a l kus t ral i ans a t a ched t o t hi s Squa dro n woul d b e i mmedi -

at e l wi t hdrawn , , . , ev ery one pr et t sor e abou t t i , nc l udi ng * o us s
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boys , as t ey wer e ju st get t i ng t h ng of t hi ngs and o be wi t hdr a n

seemed :rong somep a ce . . . . . . .

Lt oor e an d Lt Sbi s a c e b ck f ro m l eav e a d b r ou ht ba ck a a hi p

on y t o h v e t h e 3 h t a k i t a way , . . . Lt Pa i e i s due t o or a n ot her

hip.........

A new Fl i ght S eon wa s si g ned t o us o d ay . . . l st Lt Don P, Pet er s ,

"D c" Ma u r w .
ll sta on in his sa e oapacity..,th a is reat news .as

"Doc" M guire is a ful -entrenchsd 90 h man.........

Apr i l 18- s ev er a l bo y s not u p f or I t el l i genc e Mee t g , due t o

f ro l i c ki n g t h e n i ht bef or e . . . . mor e a ds f or t y 0 i c e r pos i t i on . . . .

The f u nny t hi ng wa s t ha t Cap t Hen eb r y s not up ei t h . . . s o so mebody put

a n or der t o t he e f f ct t ha t t he Cap t a i n oul d b e D O f i cer or t hr ee

days, an d si ned it "by Order of Captai Ha ry Flug"...................

Lt Pa n e a r i v ed t oda y and b r ou h t i t h h m s eve r al n ew p o s . . . .

The Squa dr on wa s ha pp t o r ec e i v e t h em. . . . a s r t a ge e s t s at t he mome nt

f or p l ot s . . . . . ho s e a s s ned e : 2 d Lt J ohn R. ad i n g ; 2nd Lt

He r y B. Rus t ; nd Lt J a ck S, Sa nde r s ; 2 d Lt D v i d Sag i emu d ; 2nd Lt

Ab r ah Sof f r ; 2nd Lt Ver non F, Vi nso n . . . . . . The new boy s wer e i edi a t e ]
.y

i s s u ed t en t i g a nd t hey s t a r t ed t o wor k o n c a p s i t es . . . . . .

n t h e a t e r n oon Lt C n e a l enn ey a rded de c or at ns t o 9 m r s

of o qu adr on . . . . t he a f r c me about a t Gr oup wher e wi t h u h pomp

a d cere ny ll squadro s were present.... e Squa s f rm d a big

"U" t t he t o p o f whi ch Col St r i ck n d , j Hood a d a j Ha st o od . . . .

At 2 PM Maj Hood , Gr ou p d j ut a n t ca l l ed "At t ent i on " . . . . . . Gene ra l Kenney

and Ai d e a r r v ed a t e m n we e gi v en "At s e ". . . . . . . s o on han d f r

t ,i s g r ea t occ as i on wa s Col Dav i es , f or r 3 d Bo b Gr o p C0 , re r ee ent l y
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r et urned f rc t he USA t o t ke o v er Chi ef o St a o 5t h Bo b er Co and . . .

Tho ae o f t he 9 h who we re warded dal s we r e :

2 d Lt obert V. ockha t.,...,...,.............. u le Hea
T/ t uent P due............................. er Sta
Corp ordon W. B tcn ............................ ilve Star

P ple Heart
Sgt Edg S , Rus h . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . r pl He t
T/ Sgt ndrew J , wa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . Di s t i s he d Se r vi c e Cros s
S/S t J e N, Hu .............................. ilver St
Pv . Da1 as . .̀c ill............................ il r Star
T/S John B. Chesson ............................

3i ver Star
S sg Irvin w. L enic a,..,

:
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

s ver Star

These m n, i t h t he e ept i on of Lt Lockh r t , e re awarded he se

meda s l ast J l y a d A st but t h e present at i o was del ayed. . . . . . . . , . .
"P er r e of t he Woods " pl ye d f or us a t ni g t . . . ut Hus s ey a d

John Carr ol n t he pr i nc pl e r ol es . . . . good ent er t ment aga , . , . , . , ,

A ood dea l ha s been r i t t en about h c a p i n n Ne r Gu e a , bot h

f act and f i c t o . . . . . C t l att er ch i s pur e l y i gi nat i v s . . but i t

woul d b e di f f i cul t i de ed t o i g i ne ny fo rm of crue .t y a t haa no t ,

some c rcumstances or o , been perpetrated by the Japs we re

f i ght ng her e ; s t i l l o re d i f i c ul t t o i nv ent any f o m o her o i s m

t ha t has no t been d i s pl a d b
,p

t s s q d on , p i nc i p y c om. at c rews

-

,

who hav e wor ke d a d hoped and s f f e e d t hi s l a d . . . . s ome hav e bee n

s ngled out and iven awards, wh .
le others, perha ust as deserv ng,

a v e been l o s t i n t he bri l l nc y of t he act i of a not he r n . . . . . T at

is war..... d it see ironic, a d ex remel regretful, that so many

of aur l or i ous boy s who hav e bee n ki l l e d- n - act i o n , o r , ho r e s s i ng

ar e o t here t o r ec e i t he i r awards . , , , . . , , . ,

n nt er es t ng f a c t : t he t d n ha s re c e ive d m e i d i v i dua l

c i t at i ons t h any ot he r Squadron n t e rd Gr vup . , , . . To dat e , t he re

are over 1 0 decor at i o n our qu dr o n . . . . . . . . . .
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The F l oan s due ver shortl y. . . .and t hat may man i ncreased

a raids on he p t of the Japs................

e eveni gs are getting cooler d sleeping i a ast beco ng

l u u r i ou s ex cept do n o t h e l i n e wh er e t he mos qui t os a e t i l l b i g

a d red............

Date Apr 1 , 1943 E T 0 1 0 1 0 1
N 0 1 3 1

A ament i
C api n cf 2 0 0 1 0 Jone r f 3 1 1 1 0
up n ss 3 0 1 1 1 Byron f 3 2 2 1 0

Asheroft sf 2 1 3 0 obe on ss 2 1 0 0 0
eals lb 3 0 0 0 Head p z 3 p
Toma ko 3b 3 1 0 2 o Hin y c 3 0 1 8 1
Sudieth 2 2 1 0 P or lb 3 1 a 1

ni ng p 3 0 2 1 1 Hos bech 3b 3 0 1 0 1
H sting 2b 2 0 0 0 0 Peterson zb 3 0 1 3 1
Cl a k c 2 0 0 1 0 McKee cf 2 1 1 0 0

cGi l l r 2 0 0 0 0 acLel and l 3 1 0 0 0
. .. z 3 5 15 2 2g 9 10 1

E r or s : Maup . , As hcr of t , Tom ko , Sud i e t h : Rob er t on , Hos e be ch , Pet er son
2 bas e hi t s i on
R s batted : n g, dieth: on 2
Stolen bases: Ashcroit, Sudieth: Hinsey, Peters n

U p res: Si psc & Bridges Ti e of a 0
.:

5

Apr i 1 1 5, 19 3 Pi c e r.s
0 3 3 0 Q 8

Co i a t i o n 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
Of i c er Co ur i c at i o n

ee c 3 1 0 9 0 R d l i n r f 3 0 0 0 0
ans om 3b ' 2 1 0 3 Gi l te r b 0 0 0 I

Re d ss 3 2 2 1 o aupin c 2 0 0 6 0
B dges l f J 0 1 0 0 a l i t o p 3 0 0 2 0
L ne r b 3 1 1 1 1 Sampson 3b 3 0 0
Ho e l b 2 0 0 5 1 J ri of f s s 2

_
2 i

Ha ki ns r f 3 1 0 0 0 * Poet c 3 0 1 2
Clark s 2 1 0 2 0 n sf 2 0 0 1 0

gr a a 2 0 0 2 0 B nes .
b 2 0 0 6 C

Cr i s wel l 0 1 1 1 t l f 2 0 1 0 0
21 25 1 21

Er ro rB: n om, Lar ner ; Gi l mer pi r es : Ha s t s & Gr een
ba s e h i t : Br i d e T m of ga me - 0 7

R n s ba t t ed . : Cr i s wel l 3 , Re i d , L ner 2 , 3r id ge s
Stolen bases: R s m 3, eid, arner, H e: Gi er,

J off

.
Double pla s : ansom - L ner - Howe
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A r l 16 , 1943 C p Area 2 0 3 0 0 0 0 5
I neeri g 1 . 0 0 1 0 0 0 5

Camp Area h ineer g 1
Ni ckol o l b 1 1 1 3 0 He f er n p 2 0 1 z 0
s l v an 3b 2 1 a 3 1 gl e zb 0 1 1 z
Redic c 2 1 0 6 3 P easent s 0 0 0 0
Ba ton 2b 3 1 0 5 0 S pson ss 0 1 0 0 1
asko ich sf 1 2 1 Ceryanec c 1 0 1 0

Bartlet ss 3 0 2 1 5 Campi i 3b 2 1 0 3 1
Hor on cf z 0 0 0 0 rh lb 2 1 2 7 0
Ksiezy l 3 0 1 0 0 Zulkus lf 3 0 0 2 0
Ien a rf z 0 0 0 0 Gr s c 2 1 1 0 0
Wendowski p 3 0 1 0 1 St rat t on r 1 2 0

2 5 ? 21 11 z 21

Errors: Sul?ivan, B r lett: Plea ent, Si paon, Ca pisi, tratton
2 bas e hi t : Ks i e z k

ba s e hi t : Hof f erman
Runs batted in: Blaskovich , Bartlett: gle, Campisi 2, arham, Grig s
3tolen bases: Redic: S mpso , Cer ec, Zulk
Doubl e pl a ys : rh m (una s s i s t ed )

,
Camoi s i - rham: l a s k ch - Ni ckol s on

pi r ea : Br i dg s - l i t o

Apr i l 19 - Morni ng broke wi t h t he un beat ng d own m r ci l es s l y . . . . . . . . .

A t e r I nt e l l i g enc e eet i g , a 9 s hi p fl i ght arr an ed b Capt

Henebry . . . . . . Ma .
l y t o kee p us f r m g et i g rus t y . . . but al s o t o g et

t he shi r_s n t o t he a r . . . . . P l o e d s i t t i g c t e gr ound wor ks f or

shipa much li'e it works for the p lo s and combat crews............

Wi t h Lt . Ha ki ns l eadi ng t he 9 s hi f l ew ov er t he f i e l d , t ur ne d

t owa r d t he s ea d broke of f i n t o s i . g l e f l i ght s , d t he n t he f l i g t s
,

br oke up and i ndi dua l ru s wer e made on t he s hi t he ha rbour . . . . .

F ch sh i p had one bomb t o drop . . . . A e f ec t i v e i ob was done . . . . . .

When t he s ps d a 1 reas s embl e d i n f or at i on , Ca pt Henebr y p t t he m

i nt o a s s ec e l on a d t he c e i n on t he der el i ct a d l et l oo 8e

wi t h t h e i g ns . . . . . s uf f i c e s t o s ay t h t t he der e l i c t s h
.
i p i s no

l onger one s hi p , but t o . . . . . t he un f i re w s s o ot ent d d e a s t t i ng
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t hat t he ol d derel i ct j u c cked i n t wo. . . . . ne ha t o be t h re

t a r e l i z e t he shat t er g power o f 72 50 c al i br e c h e ns al l

c onc e t rat ed on a si gl e t ar get . . . . . . . . . Com ng i n t o l an d i t s a

di ferent stcry..... several ships got out of order in.
the l ding

s equenc e and r e s ul t n g l y , t he whol e s hoot n g ma t ch wa s , t o put i t

G. I , t erms , "S AF0 ". . . . . Hat:ever , Ca pt Henebr au r at ed s omet hi g

new....he had all the shins line u^ t the e d of the runway, shnt

of f t he i r eng i nes , and t he n he l d a co nf er enc e i t h t he pi l ot s on t h

orning's work,.... T is was ost effective.....
I stead of allowin

the planes to return to their revetments a the crew subsequently

ret urni ng t o t he camp a r ea w t h ou t knowi ng ho t he i r wo k had p o-

gr es s ed i n t he ai r , t hey we r e g i v en t he compl et e pi c t e i m edi at e l y

up n l and n g . . . . . . . . Ten mi nut e s l at e r , Henebry gave t h e si nal t o

s t ar t up eng i nes and t he ent i r e f l i ht t oak of f agai r. . . . . . hi s t e

the as embl was q cker nd the a dieci line much better........

Suddenl y , HG 5, 9 t h radi o s t at i c , c a1
.
1 ed t o C pt Aen ebry and t ol d

.

him that a "red alert" was on...to wit , enemy pl es were on their way

t o Por t ore s by . . . . . . Henebry wa s j ust br i
.ng g hi s f l i ght s t o l and

when t he c al.l came over t he a r t ha t t he r e had b en a r st k e d t hat

i t - mer el y a " e l l ow l e r t ". . . t o wi t , and uni dent i f i ed pl a ne was

i n t he v c i n i t y of Po r t Mo re s by . . . . , and t ha t me ant ni l ; as ny t h e

t e an a l
.
l i ed pl n e woul d approa ch Por t Mor e s by a f or ge t t o t ur n

on hi s "I F " equi p nt ( ra di o eq p :e t ha t di er ent i at e s r i endl y

a cr a t f om enemy a r c r a t ) a d c ons equent l y sc a e Por t o res by

into an a ert a d a the thousands of i habitants into slit trenches........
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c el l e t l of pork chops , s t ri ng bea s , m shed pot at oes ,

iced tea, ja , fruit salad, and Jelly..... A tribute to the work that

he i t c hen or ce i s do i ng . . . . our meal ar e re put ed t o be a ong t re

Island's best......... How theq get the food, how they co k it, d

how they serve it is a uzzle to most of us; but in the last analysie,

what co nt s i s t r.e r sul t s , . . . , and ou r Ki t chen Bo get re s l t s . . . .

ad of t hi s bun i M S Nel sor. P. Ni ckel n, .o se off i ci al c aci t y

i s i st ed i n t he bo ks as " ess r e t ". . . . Ho ever , i t oes a t t l e

d per t ran t i s . . . . . . The pl an ni r_g of 1 mea l a, t he r at i oni ng nd

the eneral conditi of the Mess, in ge eral , lies to this office.....

he old stor o the "A Corps thriving on its be ly" is no exception

here ..... er eant " ick" is ably assisted n his ob b a group of

co noi s s uer s of t he ar t o f "s er i n g a nd pl e s i ng ". . . . . Sg a l y Bl a s ke c

S t J e s R. Lat t a , S Gar l and E. Ivo r ood , Cpl r ,p
C. l l i a n ,

Cpl a rry V. Wi l l i ms , Pf c J . H. Cha s e , P c G. . o rr i s on , P t Mel v i n

A. St o n , Pv t John W. Hor t on , . . . . a nd l as t , but no t l e=s t , t h e b i g

boy of the outfit and a m n one associ te w th the kitchen a he

al way s s ms t o be ent ov er an ov en or s erv ng f oo d : Pf c E d J . raus . . . . . .

We er e c - ll ed e rt a .n
i ng t o a m s s i cn t o Madang i n t he or r g . . . .

and u t as e start d to nut bnmbs aboa d our ships, the order was

recinded..........

A t eady downpour at ni g ht . . . . a co n ccur en ce t he ae eveni r.g s . . . .

Pret y tough for the boys dow in the revetments, as the mosquito are

r e l l y a prob em t her e . . . . . . . t he ra i st o ppe d by mi d i ght . . . . . . . . . . .
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April 2 - Cool a d refresh ng morn g... n excellent Intelligence

summa by Lt Head and Lt By n . . . . . a s a e s t i l l pour ng nt o New

( ui nea . . , t he s ad f a ct i s t ha t t h ey are out o f t h e rang e of l s : i ps

exc e pt t he hea vy uni t s who see m t o be d i ng al l t he or k t he s e day s . . . .

Capt hi t e F, hi su rary s ai d t h t he woul d o s t a p sh or t l y

s owi ng whi ch a re a on t he ot he r s d e of t he C en St a nl y ang e har -

boured f r i end y or un r i end l • n t i v es , . . . .
T i s i s a g ood t hi ng t o

kno a i f o ne ha s t o b l out i t i s ne c e s s ary t o kno he t her ou

ar e i n t he t e r r i t or v of h s t i l or f r i endl y nat i v e s t o i ns ur e a

s av e r et urn t i c k t , . . . i t s e : r.s t hat t he nat i v e s .n t he ar ea s Wes t of

Lae and Sa am a,
Madang and ewack have gone over to the Japs.......

whi ch pm v es t he poi t t hat "whos oever f e eds me I s hal l do j u t i ce t o ". .

and t he j a have bee n hel p n t he nat i v e s out t hat t e rr t ar y . . .

t hat i s , t hey have bee n pl a i ng f o r t he i r wor k and nct ex pl o i t i ng

them ithout some reward.........

b Shi ps went al of t t h i s mo rni ng . . . . one f l i ght of t hr ee o r f o

at i o n . . . . . t h e ot her t hr e e f or nrer y wor k . . . . . Lt H l b er t a d Capt

Henebry d several "buzz" jobs this orn g that had us all abit

worried ......

Capt aunder , L Cr i swe , and Lt hrt er c l l ed ov er t he 5t h

o er Co r . d . . . . . I t l ooked l i ke t h ey we re t o be g i ven t he i r t i cket s

home . . . . but , Al as . . . Al ack . . . . The aj o •• t h e mer el y as ked t hem i f i n

c e of openi ng s i n t he ne x t f w mont hs woul d t hey l i ke o go home? ? ?

pr 21- The Aus t r al i an Co- Pi ot s and ra di o - unner s al l we r

t .drawn f r our quadron t od ay a d s ent t o Aus t r al i a
. . . puzal i n . . .

e s hal l mi s s t hem. . . and h at s more , t ha t l eav e s us wi t hcut ny co - p l t s . . .
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Un er the d ec ion of Lt "L ty" Ing a , the oo Room was

started t is orning.... g trees were cut and used as the ou dation

l arge p nks wer e l a i d ov er t he u pr i ht t r e e , a d t s w l l b e t h e

ba s e f o r our f l oor i n . . . : T e oo oom wi l l be a good 1 f ee t ab e

t he gr ound n e p a c es , whi 1 e at one end , where i t meet s wi t t he

slop g terr i , it lll be on terra fir a ...it looks like a big

der t ak , ut a l l t e boy s r e ch i pr.i ng a el pi ng . . . . .

News of a si n t o t ra f e a wooded are a out h of Sal u t o -

nor row. . . onl y f our s hi ps . . . t o wor k i n con c t i on wi t h A- 20 a . , . . . .

At ni ght h e Of f i cer s beat e L g .neer a ' d t ea . . . 6 2 . . . . . ,

S ft us h t ur ned n a n i ce def ens i v e g am Po r t e En i ne er s i l e

Whi t ey " i nson , a new oi l ot , was t he s nni g l i t f or t he Of i ce r s . , .

a i n be gan t o f al l af t er t he bal l g ame a d c ont ue d t hr ou hout

most the i ht ......

At 11 t he 90t h ai rcraf t we re "out " f or m nt ena ce today . . . , . .

a br eak f or t he cr ew ch i e f s who hav e had t hav e t he i s hi ps en " l er t "

each day .........

Apr .
1 22- The f ol l ow g cr ews t ook of at 6 :30 or Dua l i . . . . . ,

969 J L er a g rs hal l Lt Scff e ( N) S/ Sg ore S S Pel ha
43? Lt Sbi a Lt Saund s S 'Sgt Pa er s Pf c St or
13 Lt P o r Lt I ed ng 3 Cl ark Cpl L ko s zak

6 Lt Lockhar t Lt Si i s m d S/ S Cro v .s
i er S t Lot t,

Passen ers: Ca ite n 969, C Kissach .n
43?, Col Wi nis i 43.

The g i t o f t he i s s i on wa s t o a .d t he g rcund t roa ps who had

enc cunt er ed s t i f f oppo s i t i o n f ro m t he J i n t e D al i s ec r and t he

v a t e s t o t he Sout . . . I t was a ri a s i on e r e t he are a h d t o be

str fed without any results be ng observed... The Ja s r rored 300

T IS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED I W EQ 12958

1g

s t r ong t h i s s ect or , wer e hi dde i r: t he i gl es . . . ho ev , h n

a j Lar ne r a n fl i ght l et l oa s e wi t h t he i r g . , t he g un d r cop s

j o b wa s e as i e r f m t hen on . . . . t h e r e s ul t s of t hi s mi s s i o n ca me i n

s ev er da y s l a t e r when t he Uni t ed St a t e s . nf nt r pat r ol s r ad i oed

b a ck t h at t he J aps we r e st r ewn rr o gh ou t t h e f or es . . . d ea d . . . . On

t r i s cn .s si on , 12 X 0 Lb f r cl us t er s wer e d r o p ed f r om ea ch a i r c r a f t .

and t he v i l l ag es and i s l nd s of D a l i a d Lubar i a we e s t r f ed a n d

b omb ed b ef or e t he s hi p s f e l l i n o n M j Lar n er ' s i n g f or t he t r i p ho e . .

1 ,000 . 0 cal am u ition and 75 X 20 m ammunition w e expended.......

ihe work on the Roo Room pro ress ....p anking is being laid

over t he s u ppor t s a rl pr om s e s an ex c e l l er.t f l oor i ng . , . . , a he vy r a n

i nt e r r u pt s d t h e wor k for an ou r and t hen wor k a s aga i r. r e s umed . . . . . .

Af t e r di nn er a t or r ent i a l r ai n f el l f o r our whi ch wa s t e

heav i e s t t ha t an y of u h ad ev er s ee n . . . . . i t came d own s o f a t and s o

h a r d t ha t os t of ou r t ent s wer e f l ooded i n s ev er a l m n ut es . . . . . . . .

I t wa s so ev er e t ha t a Fl y g Bo t en r ou t e f om Tow v i l l e got l o s t

over Port resby a d crashed....

No movies at nig t due to electrical trouble.......

A ril 23- all game wa hed out at night due to water coveri g

the di mond........

6 New p i l ot s j o n ed u s t oday . . . t h ey i n c l ud e : Lt D. L.
Scot t , Lt

F . H. Ens mi nger , Lt Ha l an M. Da s and Lt R. B, Nel s or.. . . . . pl u s Lt

J.A. Kea Jr and Lt R.N. Davis(R d).

Ver y cool t oni gh t , . . v er y qu i et . . . pl Char l e J ohn son pl ay in g hi s

acordia n the mess hall.... hen I'm Callin You"....
"Perfidia"....

I a s u r e t ha t i n s orne ha ppy da y t o c me i n t he f a r a f t u e , wh en
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we hear someone pla ing an acordi n with accomplish nt, we shall

t h i k of J ohns on . . . . m y t he ni t hi s mus i c has bro ght ba ck memor i es

of yore..........

April 24- No flying today,......

P- 8 ' s are at our f i el d due t o e rai n t ha t ha s e g ul f ed 1

ile Drvme.....and crade it a qua mire......

T e sides being put up on the oo oom....an f ice tr e

be ng s t al l ed a t t he h t t om o f t he h i
.

l . . . . " oc " Pet er s sup i g . . . .

Af t er l unch n nt er e s t i g t l k by a a io r f r e s h f r om Was hi ng on

w o a s g i v us t he pr os and e ons ( os t l y t e o er ) o Gov er rm t

Insurance... o matter which way u look at it, you can 't lose with

o ernme t Cvverage... e stated that you did not need a physical to

obtain same...if ,your
body was "wa "

, you could get it... ery

informative, and everyone agreed that they should get it...

1st gt Fortner then read the Articles o Wa to the enlisted en...

a.r ne r d a meet i ng of t he Of f i c er s a d o f f i c i al l y g re et ed
.

the new pilots to our midst...and told them, ith a smile, thst they

wo d see some flyi soon that was not quite or hodox......

The 9 th Officers treked to Group i the afternoon nd plsyed

t he 6 . . . . . and l o t t he i r f i s t g e of t ie s ea s on . . s o t he 9dt h ha s

deci ded t o ca l l i t a "Pr c t i ce G ne ". . . .

"Robinson Crusoe" t e Tho as itchell at night...pretty poor s uff...

Sgt Nickel on announced, between reels, that Ma L rner had pronounced

t o mor ro , E as t er 3 nday , a Hol i da y . . . uc h r e oi c i g . . . . . . . .
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April 25- HOLI Y.......b eak ast was se ed in the v cinity of

8 0'clock...men w dered n luxu iously.... fter this meal most of

t h e men e i t he r hi t t he pr ov er bi a l " ack " , went on a t r i p t o t h e Fa s

(30 m es West of our Ca p towards the gakoda Pass), or fished down

in the i resby Harbour...... o e men even v sited Natives...tho' the

r o v e l t y of t ! i s p l i mage has l on g g one w t h t he r a s . . . . . . .

Corporal Koplan, of the 90th ne *ly erected hotographic Section,

b us y n hi s wor k . . . t e e s t h at i n hi s pa r e t.i.me he deve l op and

prints picture for most everyone in the Squadron...
T • first ti

in 90th h story that this has b en dane.<.. oplan's job at the

o nt is kee in the Squadron D ary up to date.,.........

" efty" I gr , n spite o the Holiday, was d v g his

men n the heat af the noonday sun cn the 0o Room............

Supper(no lunch today) was at the hours of 3- P . ...a cold

meal of baloney, s l d, iced tea, ar pple sauce.........

Svme of t h e Of f i c er s ca l l ed en Capt Cha t t , Lt Ri ol a , L R d er aon ,

and Lt n de l l i n t he ho s pi t a l . . . . . . t h ey a^ e a 11 d n wi t h t he d en ue

"ev er o r a a i a . . . . . Lt "Doc " g i e a nd Lt Ru i n , w o ha .r. ed

ea r l i e r i n t h e a f t e r oan y ha d l e f t so me f l ower s t h er e f o r t h e b a s

a d w en t he ni ght v s i t or s cal l ed t h e wa r d wa s a bl a e c f y e .
l o

flower ..... ue ta the fact that the sick patients h d "to be under

t ' e e " a t PM, t he vi s t wa s sh or t . . . . .

pril 26- A t n srip formation in the morn ng...by virtue of a

x p at the end of the runwa.y, one ship got stuck, t o clogged up

the approach to the runway, and everyone was sn rle a one place d
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able to takeoff...... apt He ebry got all planes to cut their engines...

a d th n he really took some of the p lots "over the coals"...
In the

i t er m, t he 38t h wa s t ax i i ng out o r t akeof f a d t h ey al s o had t o

turn o f the eng r.es.....
in lly, we took off, u three ships

th t were able to start their e g e .... o passes ere m de at

the dere ict ship in oresby Harbour.... on l nding nd discuasi g

t e t r i al a d t r i b l at i on s of t ' e g s f or t i on , Capt Henebr

s a i d t h a t i t ras s uc h a poor demons t rat .an o f f l y i ng t hat we w ul d

11 fly in the afternoon....however, dve to poor eat er, we nev r

took off again.....

oo R om roo w s put on in the a ternoon....a etal roof ng

d it looks very i pressive...and s, too........

"Li f e egi s at 8 :30 " wi t h Mont y oo l ey a d I da L pi no . . . .

excell®nt co ed d
_
1 received b all.......

April 2 - 9 ship fcr ation in orn g..... a lot of formation

fly g these da s...but one ne er c be too good at it n our business...

Pf c Ri c ha d F, B bough ' s t rans f e r a t he 37 4t h Tr ao p Car r i e r

aadqt:ar t er was a r rov ed by Gr ou and F t h ber o mand . . . . . . . .

Brumbough ha d r i e f or an mont hs t o g et on f l y ng s t a t us a a

comb=t gunner but poor eyes defe ted him ...

Lt Hea d, at I nt e l l i g ence Mee t i ng , s a i d t hat al l i
.cat i ons s how

that this lull in the Scuth We t area is an dication that t e Cas-

a lanca Confe ence has eome t bear in this area..,.to wit; that plans,

perhaps, would ve us nurse what wounds we have,
build up our stren th

f or a b i g bl ow, et s o t r ai n ng i , a a ai t t h e shi p ent o m r e
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planes to t is rea.....when this would come about, then we will be

read for what the Higher- ps have n store for us.....an d all ndi-

ca t i on s poi n t t owa d s ef ° o r t wi t h d i r a l Ha l s ey wor k i n g n c on-

junetion w th General acArthur.....th s would point towards a drive

t owa ds e o r I dan g , whi ch ma n b e l i ev e po s s i b l e t o ak e wi t hout

t he sup por t of t he Navy . . . . . ha t ev er t he ca s e i s , t h e Comba t Cr ews

a r e pr et t y j i t t e r y t es e d ay s , . . . ner ve s ar e j a g ed . . . . t hi s cont i n ued

s i t t i ng on t h e gr ou nd , wa i i ng , i s poor f o r f i ght i g men . . . . . . .

At ol l Cal l t hi s mor n i n g , l s t 5 For t n e r a s k ed f o r a s h n g

of han d s f o r t hos e wi s ' n g a PCO cl ub . . . . . ev e r yon e r a i s ed t h e i r hand . . .

M/Sg Hasti.ngs was elected to tak charge of the construction of his

club an d the ad nistration of it..... ast ngs was head of the NCO

Club back in Charters Towers.......

A l an e b r ou ght u p ab out 1 c a s e s of whi sk ey , um and gi n f r om

Br i s b. n e ye s t e r d a . . . . Ca pt Den i s t on h d b oug t i t l a s t week t he r e . . . .

It now rests in the wired off portion of the mess ha that will soon

be t h e Pos t E cc ha n e . . . . m y t he mour n f ul gl a nce a t t h s pr i z e cac l:e . .

s o ne a an d yet s o f a . . . . . e l i qnor wi l l b e s av ed f or t he of f i c i a l

op en i n s of t he Roo Roam d t h e Cl ub . . . . . . . .

"Chuck " Ho e wa s p r o ot ed f r om 2nd t o l s t Li eut enant t oda y . . . . .

C pt Henebry had meeting of all crew chiefs in the aftern on

and t ol d t h e t ha t t hey ha d b e en d oi ng t h ei r or k i l l , bu t t h he

expected them to turn in a even better perfor nce n the nture.. ..

Cool breeze at ni ht m de sleeping excellent................

"Cha r l i e " J ohn son pl a g hi s a ccor di on , . . t he u s u a l c owd pl 3y ng

poker..,so e writing letters on the mess tables.............. .
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April 29- Capt eneb took a ahip to Dobordu a.... no other fly ng

al l da y . . . . . .

Lt c ee s t ar ed l a yi g i n t he f oundat i on f o r t he ne Of f i c er ' s

showers...
Roo Ro m the clos g stages of be ng c mple ed..........

5 ships to t ke off for po ord a tomorrow orn ng for a shipping

alert..... Cots, blankets, osquito nets, mess equip ent, ard pistols

ar e re q i r d par arhanal i a . . . . Thos e l i s t ed f o r t hi s i s s i on ar e l i s t d

be l o :

S : I F P OT CO- PI T NAV GU l E GUN iE
9 9 Larner Lt Ens ger Lt Cla k S/S Pelh S S Moore

Lt oore Lt Nelson S/3 L t S S Cro isier
112 Lt Pa e Lt i s en Pvt Cl i f f or d S S M up
732 Lt Sbisa Lt u t um rdn r S S Sucker
793 Lt Solomcn Lt Scott Pfc Kerstetter S/S Patterson

ENOI EER
969 Sg Fecitt S/S nuelian
69 S S Eagle Sgt hitley

2 S/ S Lander s Cpl Wal t er s
732 T S Bumgardner T/S Duval
793 T S Hall Pvt Spicny

Cooks will be un at 3 to cook b eakfas ,
's to arise at :30

o serve it to the Co bat Crews, and the t eoff for pobordu will

at 5:30/K.............

News c e over the grapev ne at n t hat in the fu ure a l men

on leave could take it at Brisbane or Sidr.ey...or ac ay....at their wn

discretion........
In the past it has been cut a d dried....o ly to

MacKay, a third rate resort, for ten da s.....ho ever, if i ne

er Sid ey is chosen, the leave will be 7 days upon arriv l a eithsr

of those two fair cities.....still, th s is far bet er than before,.....
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e ubl i c Re a t i on s Dep t men t of Fi f t h i r For c e was up o

t hi s de pa t n t a s hor t t a go and l e f t me wi t h an ext r a c t of a j

ar n e r ' s s pe e ch f or N. B. C, on ch 9 , 1943 t o t he U t ed St a t e s on

the ismarck Sea attle....... dward Wallace, vetern Nation l Broad-

ca s t i ng announ ce r f i r e d t he q ue s t i an s a nd j o r L r ner an er ed t h em. .

suf f i ce i t t o s ay t ha t t he j or , f or on c e , wa s t r embl i n g t hr ou gh out

th "m ke fright .................................................

ED ARD h'ALLA E F OR . B. C. FROA A.W. A. T ESDAY A CH 9 , 19 3

10. 19. 00----10 . 23 . .
T i s i s F wa d Wa l l ac e s pea k i n g f r o Aus t r a l i a .

WALLAC : Al l of you kno of t h e v i c t or y ou r a i r :en h av e s cor ed out

her e i n t h e f l a r n g ba t t l e of t he Bi s a r ck Sea . Now- he r e

t on i ght - si t t i n g a cr os s t he mi c r ophon e f r om me , i s on e o f

those dari g pilots who s ashed the Jap convoy of 2 vessels

an sent some 1 ,000 enemy troops to the bottom of the

i ama r ck Sea . He i s j or F w r d L. La n , 2b ye ar ol d

Squadron leader of a group that's known as the spearhesd cf

A F a 's u d n one has been creditedt h e i r or ce , a or r n er s q r o

with seventeen hits on 12 Jap ships- and what's mo re- his

s qu a r on i s b el i eved t o h v e s ent f om ei t t o t we l ve

v e s s e l s t o t he bot t o . ha t s g ht , i s n ' t i t . j o r ?

L R R: Tha t ' s r i ght d- but I e s s e wer e a l t t l e l ucky .

WALL CE: Lu cky ? So e peopl e c a l l t h at ki nd of l uck t ra n n and sk i l l .

t t el 1 u s abo t t hi t r emend ous ba t t l e .

LARN R: Well, we did 't get nto it until the second day- the B-1?

bo bers got first crack at the enemy convcy. In the mornin
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of the second da we made ou rendezvous. Then we sta sd

our a t t ack f r om 2 , 000 f ee t . The s hi ps were i n a box f o r -

tion, warships surrounding the tra sports in the m ddle.

We hi t t he war s i ps r i h t on t he no s e . O f i r s t i p w s

a Jap aruiser. When she saw us, she let o with a l her

g s.
Great sheets of flames le ped up at us from t ,ose guns

a s •e mov ed doam on t h e s hi p . t we l i ned up nd ent .

One b mb smashed nto her ri t at the wate line- d she

rolled ove d sa k i one m ute.

7AL CE: r e t y s pe edy ae t i on- what wa your ne t t ar et , M j or?

N : We s aw a huge t rans por t j amm d wi t h Ni ps . ut t he B17 ' s

a d 0 's ere k ng care of h , so we went after a little

t r ans por t . She was cr ed wi t h t roops a 1s o . He r d cks

wer e bl a ck wi t h men , and a s we c ame down t he y s t r t ed s hoot i ng

at us ; t h r i f l e s and achi ne ns - nd t h e i r one m pom.

Capt Hawk ns, who was acting as co-pilot sent his ombs

t ear g i nt o he r . T e t r ans port di s appear ed n f l ames t hat

licked 200 feet into the sky.

.LL CE: I suppo s t hat yo u we re t co bus r t o s e e wh=t t he t he r pl ane s

were doin

R: No- f or by t hi s t i me e we re pa s t t he convoy , s o we t ur ned

and came back. lieve m , it as a beauti sight.
Colu s

of smoke our i r.g f r om burn ng s hi ps er e i s i n a l l av er t he

the surface. The Nip ships h been scat.ere
d over an area

ybe eig t miles long a d fi e les ide.
And when they

s pl i t up l i ke t hat t he y re duck s p f o r us . We spot t ed a
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destroyer try g to get out of there- wide open. It laoked

l k e h e wa s go i n g n e t y mi l e s an hou r . t h s t i me w had

all the confidence i the world. e had one straight th ough

t h e con v oy- and hadn ' t be en hi t on c e . Und er ne a t h u s t h e beau-

fighters were dogfighting with the ZeKes....

WALLACE: Lskes? hat 'a that?

LAR E : Oh, thats what we call the ap Zero pl nes out here.
They

were Zeros alright in ore ways then one. For t.
"
.ose

Zekes

were f alling the water like Jap Cherry Blossoms at t e

e .
d of their season.

And this was the end of their season.

T ey f e l l t r u e t o f o r m. I t nav ga t or wa s u pi g u p a nd d o

with lee, yelli g l ke a schoolboy. Then we c me down on

the destroyer. She op ned up with ll guns bla g. But

the nest of lightnin bugs went out like someo e took a flit

un to them. Only, it w sn 't a flit gun- it was our guns.

Ou r l a9t h b wa s a ne ar ri s s , s ome t h r t y f e et a s t e r n .

WAL .4CE: Tha t wa s a l dur i n g t he no r n i ng , Ma or ?

L RNER: Yes, that was the first day. The secon day we came back

to do a little police ork...ju t sort of clean up the place.

We s i ght ed abo t a t h ousan d Ni p s i n t h e a t e r . . . eedl e s s t o

say, there were not a thousand Ni when we 1e t... en we

fo d a destro er that had been pre viously hit, so we

f i ni s hed h e r of f . A f o r t h e Ni ps , t hey ha d i t comi n g t o

t hem. ne c r w of a bomb e r ad t o ba ,
l ou t , f i v e of t h em.

The Zekes m chined-gun ed them as they loated down. After

t hat , i n t he a t t l e , i t *a s no qt .a r t e r a s ked an d none gi ven .
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WALL CE: Cer ainly he entire bat le is a great victory. Tell me,

jor, hat s the secret of a success l ke t is?

L ER: ' e11 , t he r es ul t s ac hi ev ed shoul d n t be c r edi t ed t o any one

ndi v dua l , or a group of i ndi v i dual s . T e at t l e of t h e

Bi s m rck Sea ••as j us t l i ke a s ot h pl a y on a f oot b l l f i e l d ,

reryone knew hi s j ob , nd ev e on di d hi s par t . I t wor ked

to perfection.

ALLACE: Tha nk y c , j or I rne r . . . f o r t h i s s t i r i g a cc ount of a e et

bat t l e . Thi s i s Edward Wa l l ac e pe aki f r om Aus t r l i a . I

now ret urn y ou t o Fra nci s co ..

Apr i l 30- Tho s e cr ews goi r_g t o Dobo rdur a were a raken ed a t : 0 . .

br eakf as t of gr i ddl e cak e ri t h s up d ' ot cof f ee . , . . . t hen by r econs

t o t he l i ne . . . . Lt Pet e r s , F1 ght 3ur geon , wa s awak ened at 5 :15 an d t ol d

t o r eport t o t he l i ne i m edi a t el y , t h a t he •a s t o go t o Dobordu a i t h

the bunch... nd to ride with the Ma or..... eters was delaved by v rtue

o a b d st rt r on the recon....as a result he went over th Lt Pa e

e late due to a fault brake accu ulator..... n the mea whilewho 1 f t y ,

t h e 9 : t h uadr on as a •aki ng t o i t s us ua l r out i ne of t he day . . . ol l

Cal l f o r t h e enl i s t ed c en , Of ' i c er s s t ra g l ng dawn t o a hot br e akf as t

and Pinally the Intelligence Neet ng at the l ne.... t N.c
Co took

21 u t o i v e a new gun er some unn e y pra ct i c e . . . T Sgt wai n s upe r-

vised this ork...upon la d ng, cCoun noticed th t a '1 his ground crew

as he t a .e
d i n t o hi s r eve t m nt , l ooked ve ry c r e s t f al l en . . . he not i c ed

s omet hi ng wa s al a ck . . . . He ound out t h t t he ne s had j us t come n

that or rner a d is e tire crew h d cra hed at Dobordura..and t .at
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none had surv ved....after
the first t uch of this shock, the Squa ron

l y got t h e dop e co r ect p . . . . e j or h d co me i n wi t h hi s s h i pg '

an echelon to the right,
buzzed the fighter strip at Dobordura, pulled

. up t o br eak of f , d s ud d en l y hi s sh i p s li p r..e
d of f on a wi ng f r om 2 0

f e et , t t he e r t h , c au t f i r e and f e l l t o pi e c e . . . . . f r om wh at peopl e

ha d s een on t he g : o nd , and f m m e am n a t i on o t he w e ck , i t wa s

de t e r i ned t h a t hi l ef t eng i r:e
(or t h e on e he h ad cha nd e . .

)

had cut ou t . . . . t w s a pr ed i c ent t h at no p i l ot cou l d av e s av ed

hi ms e l f f r am. , . . . . . • • • . . At f i r s t , due t o t h e i r hur r i ed t a kea f f f r o

17 : l e St r i p , i t wa s un cer t a n a s t o o wa s i n t he pl an e . . . bu t a f t e r

r ech eck i ng , i t wa s f ou d t ha t .he c r ew wa s a s f ol l o s : i l ot - a j o r

Edwa d L.
Lar ne r . . . Co- Pi l ot - 2nd Lt Fr ede r i ck H. E s m g er , avi ga t or -

Lt John J, Clarke... assenger- C pt John k ite F
..
Upper er- Sta f

Sergeant Colombus G
, Pelham... adio nner- Staff Sergeant Vernon ore..

E gi ne er - Se r gea nt Der anu e l .a . . . gi e r a s s i s t t ) - Ser geant R b er t

L, Fec i t t . . . . . . Th ey wer e l 1 k i l l ed a nd t he i r b od i es we r e f l o n ba ck t o

Port Mores y by trans^ort......

The S adron was shocked......•

News t h a t Col St r i c and , Gr oup Co d n g Of f i c er , b e en r e l i ev ed

a nd i s +.o r et u n t o r e r i ca . . . . . . . . . • .

A night nn Shsridan a d Jack Ber y pla ed i "George Washington"

S1e pt Her e " . . . . .n ot a s good a u s ua l Benny comed e s . . . . t o boot , t h er e

wa s a l ong and p l ong ed w i t f o r t he wi r ea t o r un t he e l e c t r i ca s et -

up on the chine......•..•

a y 1 - e pm ce s s i on wa s a l on g on e . . . . Capt Henebr y l ed i n t h e

St a f ca r and st r e t c he d ba ck ove r a mi l e of r oa d wer ® J ee p , Re co n s ,
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af f Cars , a d t rucks . . . a d f ed r th n m t he 0t h q •dron who

wi shed t o at t erd t he er l o he t ho s e who a d b een k 'i ed • s t e rday ,

The c emet r v , whi c t s t o be a N
.t i on Cem . y c ed y a s l r e.

dy

crowded w t people ho had co e to q tr b te tho e they h ho

so long and whom ere so dear..,.......

T ep wer e t o l a si d e b s id e wi t h he on P t t obe t KK e e r ,
Fr ed Sc i er l oh , d ft out , Cha r l es R c ards , f ord , Cof f ey , F -

f ort er , J ,
A. Ca t e r , Benson , A er s , ahon a d ot her s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

' he Group, t he 13t h, 89t h, t h, a d n ot her quad ons re re present ed.
i ng Co an der Bri an Wa er repres ent d t e ea i ght e r u t t hom

a or LarnQr had endeared h self,,......,.,
6 Gf icers wers pa bearer

f or j L rne r , Cl ke , nd Lt F s m nger , . . wh l e 12 en l i t ed g ner s

were pall bearers for Sg s Pelha , oore, an elian, ard Fecitt .,..,..

e f l ag rapped coff i ns were ca r ri e d d l i d by t he open e r t h w l e

t he e nt i r e or ce of inen s t ood at "Pre ent r s ". . . . . h e ur i al c er emon

"that these men died not in va n".....
"For ou w o believe 'n he teaeh-

i n s of Chr t t her e i s et er al l i e ". ... . f or He s Li e a L e d

Hi Wi i the i ht th t will never be blacked o t"..........the

rattle of muske r .. he still white cros=es....our thou lts went b ck

n memor i e s e e we s aw t e m s t hey f i r s t ca e t o o d t . . . qo g

a d e ge r , devot ed t o dut y , and ev e r p e ar ed f or t hi he s t aat o f

r e l i i ou t ea hi ng . . . s c r i i ce . . . we do no t k w t he d r:i t y of t he

bi r t h , but we do know t he .o
ry of t he deat h . . . . They. d ed u ques t i on-

i ng , uncompl a g ar d • i t h f a i t h i n he i r he a t s . , , . . E wa L. L r ner . .
Frederick H, E smingsr.. ohn J, Cla ke,.. al.m

bus G. P lha .., e on

oore.,. er uelian.,. bert L. Fecitt,.." ay they r-st Peace..

We sh n t f vrg et t ". : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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Fo A- 20 ' s l ew ove r hea d as l as t t r i but e t o t he se f i ne young men . . .

I t er t h t m r n n g , os t of t he 9 h Squ r on a t t end ed t he b ur i a l

of Captain John hite AIF
, stralian I telligence Officer assi ned to

our quadron. Jo n had been th us since October and he wa nown

t o a l l r a k s . . . h i s k n dn.e s s , ea sy - go i n g n er , nd l ov l t y t o he

Sq adron had ende ed h to all...
As John was lowered i to his

f i n l r e st n g pl a c e i t d e t hi nk of a quot a t i on f r om "Pa r a d i s e Lost "

" d a , now open t h i n e e e s , d f i r s t b ehol d
the effects hich thy origin l sin hath wrought

n some t o s pr i n g f r om t l,s e , h o nev er t ou ch ed
t h e c ept ed ee , no r w t h t he s nak e c on s pi r ed ,
nor s nn ed t h y i n , ye t f r om t ha t si n d er i v e
corruption to bri g lorth more violent deeds.."

Th e T i r d Gr ou p pu i s ed i n i t s b i - ee k l y pap er t he f o l l owi n

on ajor Larner......................................................-
. . ;

1 0 RD L . L R R

"T e f a t f a r hi s pe r of l or o t t s or g s l oa t . g ov er t h e br ee ze . .Youth..strength.. spirations.. tru gles.. riu phs.. espair ... ve ents..
Viv dness.. adiance.. hadows.. aint ugles sotu d g re eille.. ar drums
be t ng the long ro11.. he crash a d thunder of s... he rattle of
mach e s firing forward.....the atill white cross..."

T e ua d r on s e s t i ma t e of h wi no t be f ou d e d u pon any one

mission B ttle... he ti e may com en the mory of the skies

of the Bis arck e , ali, adang, Lae, a G smata wha be dimmed

by t h e da kn es s of r evol v n g y ear s . . . . . . . . .

t even t en t h e endur i n g s t r en h , t he a t r i ot i c s e '- d eni ,

and the unsurgassed combat abil ty of this rican sold e 11

alwa s tand forth i undi ned r diance... n his youth a s rength ,

hi s l ov e a d l oy l t y t o d t , e a v e a l t ha t mor t a l i t y can g v e :

the supreme sacrifice....
n acAr t hur . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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8e e eds no eu agy , . He has wr t t e hi s n hi st or f or t e •

3 r d o b Gr ou p , d f or h i s ao unt . . d h ? s r i t t en i t i n h e br ea s t s

of h a enemy . . but when I t h .nk of hi s a cqv e s en c e und er op s i t i on ,

of hi s co r a ge a d coo n es s d er i r e , nd hi s od es t y i n s c c e s ,
I a f i l l ed i t h emot i on . . Yes , he be l on g$ t o hi e t o . . d bel on s

t a f ut u e g e r a t i ons . B t by h s l or y , b y h .s c our a ge , n b

h1 s a c h f e e n t s , he bel ng t o t h t , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , ,

s f o l l wi n a n ex r t r vm .
he r t i cl t ha t Fr a

b er t on o 7. t e r n at i ona l News Ser v i c e r ot or r el ea s e i e

Unit d tatss........

_

.

LE DZNG CO . FI LOT KI L D

2 Cr a s he s and bv n s Dur i n g R ut n e ]
. t

ALLI ID G Q, N GUI NEA By F n k ob r n , 5 : Ma or F ar d ar e r ,
one o f mer i c a +s l ea d g c ba t pi l ot s n t h or y t he r t h ea t r e
w s k l ed Fr da y wh en hi s 2 5 cr a s he d nd bur ned wh i l e l nd i ng
a t e r a s hor r out n e f l i t .i l l ed wi t h h we r e Lt . F ed e*i c ger o f Os good I nd i ana ,Co l ot wh o wa s l ng h i £ r s t i s i on i t h n er +s s qu dr on ;
Lt J ohn Cl a r k , Ch ca o , Na v a t or ; 3/ S t Col o b u s Pe am of S v a nah ,G or gi , r a di o ur e r er a on or e of .a p a , G or gi a , upper ner ;
Sg Rob er t Fec i t t c r R ver e M s s a c hu s e s , • c r e c ._

ef ; nd Ber
an u e l i of s t c n , Cr ew C i e f .i t h a o r Ke n cC l i a r , ho a s .

l ed t hr e weeks a go , d
r n e r wa s r ega r d ed bp Lt , ene r a l Ge or ge Kenn ey , Commar d g Gen e r l

of t he A l i ed For ce s WP , a s on e o t r e s t abl e a d cou r ag eou s
pi l ot s t h e a a . L

.e
C l l a r „ he a s a per a n l f end of

Ge er l Kenne .
d r e s s i n g t he g r adua t n g c a s a t Ke l l y Fi e d l as t Nov b e ,Gen e •al He nr r no l d pr a i s ed L r ner a r e f r r ed t o h a s t he b

ho di d n t ovl t h e m i r. o f t e wo d qui t " .I t wa s I ner s s qu ro n af F 2 +s hi ch s co r e t he gr ea t e s t
nu er of hi t s t he a t I e of t he B s ar ck e , He wa s c edi t ed
wi t h a c r ui s e r a nd a t r n por t y ar d h i e f ea r l e s 1 - l e l a t t ack g
t •.t da e a r ned hi t he r eca en da t i on t o

_
r t he D. 3 . C.

r i v n g i n t i s ar ea l s t Qc t oi e r , La er g i ckl y d i s t i i s h ed
i el f b y a f ea i whi ch l a t e r be ca t pi ca l . i l ot g a

a a t t a ck a ga i n s t t h e J ap s n ea r u a , he dr o pp ed f or t y bo s f o m
7 5 f e et on two a ck a c po si t i n s . Tne a ck a c s t r uck hi s pl e ,
a os t s ev e r i ng t he t a i ? s ec t i on a d L r ne went t h r u gh t i1e t r e et ps

T IS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E J 12958



T IS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E 129 8

23?

f or r e t ha n a hundre d f eet b ef or e r ega n con t r ol of hi s shi p.
Di s r egar d n g t he da ra ge , L ne r r et u r e d t o a t t a ck a ga i n . T i s
f e a t ea r ne d h . t h e S ver St a r .

another occa ion, when i ol ne as struck b ack aek, he
a d e a n em r gen c ,y .a n g , e t ur ned t o s hvme b a s e by t r a n s por t

a d t o ok o f a f ew moment s a f t e r a r r i va l i n a not he r pl an e .
ne of t he mos t col or f ul pi l ot s her e , r ner ' s a become

a b ywor d a mong a i r en of e ont hwe s t Pa c i i c Ar e a . He wa s r ec o ncnend ed
f or t he D. F . C, f or hi s pa r t i c i pa t i e n i n t e t t l e of t he Bi mar ck Sea .

Lar n er a nd hi s c r ew wer e bu r i ed t ur da y mo r g n a sma l l
er i can c emet r y a t Por t or e sby . He i s s ur i v ed by a f e nd t wo

dau ters, who live at Ros ell, New M ico.

I t s a r a i ny d y . . . . t h e men a t t h e f l i ht l i n e e cu r l e d up

i n t he i r nks g et ':.i n g "s a c t e " , or a r e r ead ng or doi ng od s

and e ds t h a t on e u s ual l s a v es f or s uc h a da y . . . . , t e c mp are

is quiat.....only he mess hall is activ ...pots and pans be ng

s c r ubb ed . . . . h e r e and t e r e vi c t r ol a s a r e pl a y i g . . . . . a g r ea t day

f or d r eam n g . . . . r i n i s v er y s oot h g a i t pat t er s a b ov e on t he

c s o f one s t ent . . . . . . . Now i a o od t i me t o r e f r es h our

memories of our adron 's h story..... ts _
the most remarkable thin

t ha t one c n b e i n a Sq dro n s o l on g a d know s o l i t t l e or h v e

f o r got t en s o muc h . . . . . .
A yway s , i t s r a n g , a s I i d b ef or e ,

so lets lock back into he glory of our past.,...... orporal Edgett ,

our hi s t or i ca l g n i u s s dug f om t he c obweb of y ea t h e f ol l owi ng

data.............................................................

The e pl a i t s o f t he 90t h qua dr on i t he Sou t hwes t Pac i f i c a r e
da i l y a dd n g t o t he f n e r e co d e s b i s he d by t hi ou t f i t i n Wor l d
War 1 . he i r a c i e veme nt s i n t h i s a ec t or v e s t mp ed t hem i de-
l i bl y i t h e pub l i c mi nd . A Br i s b n e , Au s t r a l i a , co en t at or ha s

.b l ed t h em a s p e ar hea d Squa dr on of t e Ame r i ca i r For ce .
any am us m n av e be en me b er s and ec mma d i n g Of f i er s of

t he 9 , ong whom a e Ge er a l s J i mmy Dool i t t l e .,
L. M. Br e r e on ,

D. J ohn s on , S. H. Cl a et t , F . D. Lackl an d , E. L, N den , a_d J . C.
c onne l l .T e 90 t h wa s or i z ed Au g t 20 , 1 17 , a t K 1y Fi el d , Texa .

I t l e t t h e Un i ed St at es Oct b r , 1917 , f o r s e r v ce i n Fr a n ce .
a r r i v g t h e co ba t zone ove b er 13 , l e s s t ha n +hr e e ont h s
a f t e r i t s cept i on .
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I t s works t her e r e s ul t ed m y dec or at i v s and c i t at i ons by
both the French aad A erica gover nta.

As i t s i ns i g i t adopt ed at t hat t i a p i of c o cked di c e
t i l ed t o show comb nat i o ns "s ev n " on cor re s pond n g f ac e s .Af t e r re t urni n t o he Un ed St at e t he quadron was a s s i gn ed
t o pat rol dut en t he Mex i n order . I n t he s e pe cef ul ye ar s many
r cords wer e hung up f o r u ^er i or i t e nanc e a d f or appear a c e s
i n r.at i o nal a r rac es . . . . the l at t e r of whi ch br ou ht honor s i
kee pi g ri t h t he f i ne t rad i t i ons e s t ab i she d F nce .

Upon t h e U t ed St at e s ent r y nt o t e e s ent c or.f l i c t , e
90 h wa one o.

f t he f i r st c l l ed or ov er s eas d t y . n l e s s t .n
t o mont hs af t er Pear l Har bour , on Jan uary 3 1 , 1 9 , t e y wer e
s ai l ng f o r Aus t r al a i n t r.e f a c e of s e e r.

Ja ane s e nt r 1 of
t he out h :es t Fac i f i c .The f i r s t t a s k t hey were c al l e d upon t o er f a r was t o p r t i -
c i pat e n Gener al Royc e ' s ha zardous mi s s i on t o t he P i l l i pi nes .

wa s one o f t he m s t danger ou d l on e s t mi s s on ca r r i e d
out by any Air Force i th s war to date. haug it wa nece sa _ry
t o l nd a re f uel n t e r i t ory s urr ounded b t he e m , the ent e

i s s i or. wa s e t r emel s ucc es s f ul . G ea t di s t ruct i on t o en e i s t a-
l l at i ons d h i a i ng was ef f e e t ed .

I t t hen f e l l t o e 90 Saua d on ' l ot t o a s s i s t i n t e def ens e
of Aus t r al i a . I nnu rabl e t i r s t hey s oa r ed o er Jap ba s es , co oy s , and
warships that ere protected by enemy aircraft superior nu bers,di d t he i r work a d s l i pped awa . T e i r perhum n e f f ort s ai d ed t he
A ie o hold New i ea through the dark days when it appea ed the
ene woul d ev en t ake Port Mor e s r. . . and , n f a ct , wer e but 2 5 l e s
fro our present a ea at 17 N 1e Fie d ...Th s e men , gr o d per s onnel nd c ombat cr s , work ng wi t h
perf e ct coordi nat i on inder t he wor s t condi t i ons i n t he wor l d , have
carr i ed t e or ave rb a l "bal l " f o r 1 or.t hs , dr v i ng d eper i ra o
ene y ba st i on , Get ng l i t t l e r e . .e f . . . . and g i v g ,g

dg ngl y
of t i e d ef f or t , t hey ha v e s t ruck ag a n a d agai , d o ng
nearly a m .

lion ou ds of bombs nd fir ng 20
,000 ro nds of

a n i t i on .Of 6000 h r s of f l i g t i t hes e 1 5 m nt h , 3340 a ve be n
sp nt ca bat; 85Q indi dual airpl ne m ssions or sorties have
been carried out successfu y an d 1 quad on issions a sorties
have been cha ked up. The qu dron bas thusly added ore m ssions
to its record than .y other quadron in the out west Pacific
Area to date. It has also receivsd re ind vidu l decorations for
br av ery t han a y ot her Sq r on i n t e S PA. A d l at e , , t h gh
e hate to mention this, its rate has been the highest, by far,

an yet, the men of this Squadron have ccnt nued to e rry out
t he i r dut y n t he f ne s t t radi t i ons of t he Ai For c e . . . and s t i l l ar e .Besides punish g Japanese harbor ir.sta

llations, positions,
suppl y depot s , def ns e s , dro r. i ng su pl i e s t o ngl e - bound t roops
and car r i n on l ong- ran ge r ec onnai s s an c e , t he 90t h ha s f ound t i :r.e
to s 10 transports, four destroyera, one s bmar n , and ahoot
down 11 ene ai rcr af t .
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Out st and arr.ong t he se a hi ever.ent s i s t he par t t he h
played in the Bis arck Sea attle, the first co plete victory of
land-based aircraft over a raval escorted convoy protect d by
a i r cr af t . 9 xt e en Jap s hi ps l ef t oba l wi t h a f u d v i on of
c rack t roops t o r e f orce e nd S am a , t he i r l a s t f oot hol d i n
New uinea. The 9 t was wait ng for them eo p y with other
units of the Australian and meric n A r Forces. And today,
added to hundreds of other unsuccessf l Jap nese effo ts to supplv
New Gu nea bas s, every enemy ship, tran port and v vessels
as wel l , .i es at t he bot t om of t he B r r c'• Sea , . . . . and 1 , 0
Ja p s ol d i er s i l l nc t hav e t o be de al t wi t h i d v ual l y . For t hat
brill ant two-d y dispatch of what ght have cost six m aths
strug le i the Jungles, the fo lowing officers and E l sted me
of the 90th were reco- ended for citations: , E.L. Larner,
Capt J . P. Henebry , Ca pt R. D. Chat t , C D. 2 c 3u t t , C p J . l,
S l l wood , Ca pt ft . H. Lau de r , Capt J . B. Cri swel l , l s t Lt G. K,

c oun , l s t Lt J . E, Sbi s a , l t Lt R, J . oo e , l s t L R, W. Re ed ,
l st Lt H. L. Re i d , l s t Lt P, H. Hawki s , l s t Lt M,W, Fi s he r , l s t
Lt W ,G, Paine, lst Lt J.J.

Clarke, lst Lt C.W. Howe, d Lt R,V,
Lockhar t , nd Lt L. H. Ja s , d Lt W. S . Lee , 2nd Lt K. E. Ras ebus , ,2 d Lt 0 . A. Rander s on , 2nd Lt G. L, onder 1 , nd Lt E. T. Sol omon,

d Lt .
R

, i l l er , ?n d Lt J . W. Pry or , 2nd Lt W, F, R ekord , F 0

, J. Car s e , R , S/ S H, P, Harn s , T/ S . S. Nort on , S S F. L, T
.mb r-

l ake , S/ S H. Ax , S/ S J . H. Cl rk , S/ S R. R. N i nne y , S S W, H,
L pe son , S/ S A. J. Swa i , S/ S J . W. r' owl , S/ S B. Es t ep , S/ S C. C.
T o ps on , S/ S C. I , aupi n , S/ S P. W. Mal i t o , S/ S V. C. Pat t er son ,S/ S H. W. Di c ki ns on , S/ S R. G, Rowl d, S/ S A. r t i n ,

Sgt R.W, Harr el
S . 0 , Sa ps on , Cpl S , B, r ch , pl S, P, Newel l , Ff e W. E, r ke t t ,
Pfc W.W . Butler, Pv J.C. o s, Sgt g. , Richards, RAAF, P/0 W.C,
lewett,

AAF, Sg A.L. Donald,
AA , S E.P. McCarthy, RA .

Follow g closely u on he completion of the Bi m rck Sea
Battle, N val I telligence reported a ug submarine Lae Harbor.

e 9 t h wa s c :a s en f or t hi s a t ck, as we wel l know b
,y now,

and seven directs and five nea.r isses were credited.. s t e res lt
o f t he si nki r.g o f t hi s bo at , on e of Ja oan ' s Your l ar ge s t l oat
the 9oth is per t ed to display a vrhi

t
e submarine on the fuselage

of its planes...the only land-based outfit New Gu nea that is
acaorded this honor.... o far to date in this war..

t t he r e r e no e l l ed he ads i n t h i s Sauadron . . t he 'co
c ont i nue t o do t he t hi :.g s s al di er s us al l y do . . s weat out t he ai l
sweat the chow li e..play cards for high sta es...play craps after
pay day . . wr i t e l et er s . . . . grumbl e about e v er h i r.g i n gene ra l but
never l o s e t h e i r oy a t y t o quadm n and Co n ry d F

.l y . , go t o
a 1 movies th=.t come with five miles of the area. .and think
lov gly nd longin y of t eir homes and fa ilies..yes, they'd
l i ke t o f e el g ood ol d ni t ed St at e s di r t u de t he i r f e et aga i n . .
and in the rds of maa "Give us 3 days' le ve in the St tes nd
we ' l l be abl e t o f i t t he Bas t ards t wi c e a s hard f or t wi c e a s l ong ".
and s i t oe s . . .

Unt i l t hen , t h ey ' 11 do a s t h ey hav e be en do ng . . , a di f i cul t
ob ths best way they know ho .
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A night ng o the bo s went o er ta the g.n er a ea

and saw "T e Gla s Ke " with llan I dd
.n
d Ver nica Lak ,..,,,

y 2 - Lt oun Lt Howe Lt Wo er l a d t Mac Lel l a a

c rews f l f o mat i on i t he rn g . . .

In ca e this Depar ent forgot to mentio it before, Lt

Cr i s e was promot ed t o Ca t ai n d d Lt R o was ot d t

lst eut®na t,,.,....,..

"St age Door " at ni ght wi t G er R ge s nd K t y He pbu . . .

a darn o od s how, but a s us l s o t hi n nt wr ong i t h t he pro

j ect or ar i t he e was e de bef or e i t was hal f wa y t hr ough. . . .
Lt Q een , Spec i a l Serv .c e heel , i s et t i g hi s s h e of t h e

acr e am ng when t h i ng s o on t he s e a s , . , . . .

new Po st change i s open.e
d : w. . . i t i s unde S t

Nickelsc who has had much e erie .ce alvng these l es...soap,

tooth paste, c d , to ato juice, g , shoe pol sh, tation and

what - not ar e on s e and i t h pro s e of a h a e r d more choi e e

stack to come,..

a 3- Mont e eban , f ormer l y vf . H. C, and naw wi t h t h e

newl y or g i z ed A- 2 of F t h Ai r For c e , was ound g e t o e

pi c t ur e s o f l aj o r L r and o me o hi a s t h t or y . . . eban

i s wr i t i n a s t o on arner f or t he Ai For c e M i ne and f or a

com e r c l we ek ra a z i ne i t he t e d St t e s . . . . . . . . . . , . . , . .

The ft ue Room i s now d g oi a r arkabl e cha n . . . s cr een ng

i s 1
.1 compl et ed , t he f l oor o mpl et e l l a , t he b°r i s r api

taking shape, an d th ngs in general speak of a big blowout he

ne r future.............
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Sg a s t ngs i s a l o or g ni z g t h gs f o r hi s NCO Cl b w ch

i s t o be er ect ed s o on . . . . . at t h e moment he i s deal i ng i n f i g r e s . . .

the a ou t of wood needed and nail.s etc...

Lt Ha ki ns and hi s l i ght o Lt o ore , Lt Pa ne , Lt Sol o on

and Lt Sbisa and cre s re r ed f om Dobo du a.....they ad been

on t he al er t aver t her.e s i nc e t he i r a r r i va l . . . t e one i s s i on t he y

had f l own wa s t hi s orn g when t bey went t o G smat a t o s u r e

s ome ru ar ed bomber s on t he ground. . . . . . Al l s hi ps m de i t t h t he

exception of Lt Sbisa, ho, by vi tue of drawi g cards, had to be

t he one shi p t a s t a behi nd . . . . . The f l i ght ha d been de ea l i n

morni ng i t h 8 P- 38 ' s ov e rhe ad as upper co v er ag e . . . . a ppr o ch ng

G s ta, Hawkirs ad thrown his hipe i to echelon and they de

i div du l straf ng attacks at the unway , houses,
lla e and

ou d installations....no b bs were carried....
1 ,5 rounds of

. 50 cal i br e a .n
i t i on was exp nded on 32 pas s es a t var i ous t r get s .

No bomber s wer e t her e but t hey st ar ed man f i r e s nd i n gener al

i t was a uc c e s s f ul mi s s i on . . . . . t he l i ht f o med ra pi dl and t he

withdre f m the tar et area...t e trip home was thru i st m nt

weather, a front hav ng moved i ....some of the pursuits ed do -

s t ai r and f l ew on our w g s . . . .ne r g Dobordur a a f l i t of P- 40 ' s

ca e out to i :vestigate and the P- ts moved upsta s ag , just

i n c a s e t hey wer e Zer os d ot P- .O' a . . . . af t er gas i ng up , al l

ships returned to horne ase.............

News came out at night tha Capt H nebr is no 90th Squadron

CO...eve one pleased... oek's ecord hsre has b en e cellent....
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He has m de every mission d his l ad r hip e been a gi t to

the S ua ron...a good soldier who is ble to look backw ds as we

a s f or a ds , but w o t h i nk s onl p f o ar d . . . . Hi s po s i t i o a s

per at i ons Of f i c er i l l be f l ed by Capt We rt z . . . . Nears a s o ca

h t hat a o r aul l i l be a s s i s t an t oup Op rat i ons , . , Ca pt

on e l y l l be CO of t he 13t h . . whi l e , a I s ai d at a pre v ou

:ate, a ll 11 b Gro p CO,..............................

ay 4- Lt Head ,
I nt el l i g enc e O f i c er , i n t he abs ence of ny

r an i ed I n g t : i s mor ng , gave e s e of t he Ja p bas ea

t hi e ar s a as t o d i s oo s i t i on of t h e r ai r cra 't , s e rvi ceabi l t y of

t he i r and n s t r i ps , i e of *h e i r r i s one et c . . . . . . er i or -

at i ve . . . . Ca t He ebr g ve a s: or t s ^e ec h t t e Off i er s n wh ch

he s a i d he s p3ea s d t o h v t h Squa r or_ a d wa s s o r: y t hat he

h d t o i nher i t i t n t he nner i n whi c h he di d . . . t l at t her o d

be no chan es as th gs had progressed uitably the wa the were,

Lt 'ues n br ovg t up t h e t t e r of so n one owe d o t he c dr on

F nd . . . . . .

3 gt Ch e returned fro sick leave today..,.n combat cre a

l ft,........,..

A B- 2 5 f rom e 38t h Gr up had t r u l̂ e i mi d i r t hi s r ni g

wher. h i s Ji f e a f t br oke f re e d d n ed i t s dder and th rew t he pl ne

out of c t r ol for a bment . . . , th e pi l ot ve t he orde r t o ba i l out ,

a d t hr e en d d . . . . . Back a t 17 M.i e Fi e l d t e per s :nnel t hou ht i t

as L* ft eed i n #437 a s he was t h e on l 9 t h s hi p i th s r . . . . . rea t

r el i e f wh n i t was n t out s hi p . . . . . . t e 3 t h s i p go t b ck saf e l y . , . ,
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"To be or t to be" pla ed at night with Carol Lo ba de a d J ck

Ben.y.... a rare cpmedy-melodra ................

Cool and refresh g ra n f lling......e cellent or leeping....

a - Thi s c ont nuous rai n i pl y n g havoc i t h t he s pi r i t s o f

all.......

r f i e l d i s ge t t g f l o ode as t he r i ver i a r i ai g . . .we y he v e

t o move our pl ane s t o Wards D ome at i l e F e l d . . . . . . . .

New t hat t he J p s pul ed a 50 pl e a i d o ve r D rwi n a d knocked

down 18 Spi t f i r e s . . . depr e s s i n nev:s a s t he s t ra l i an - manned Spi t f i r e
_

r oup i a hi ghl y r e c ogni ed u i t t ha t hs s s e n ch s e v ce t he

Far E st and in t e sk s ov r E g and........+he news fi ally dribb d

i at the "Spits" had been sent aloft too soon and as a re ult hen

t he enemy wa s enc aunt e red , t he y ha d l i t t l e a s l e f t a d sub s equent l y

c ras hed f o r l ck of e l . . . . . onl y e ® pi l ot s , p r i s hed , howe ve r . . . .

F t h i r For ce s a t ha t t he Japa hav e now g ot 260 mor e a i r pa rer i n

this area than e have...the la t port ahows that have a p oxim telv

1 0 mediu and heavy bo bers a d nearly 250 pursuits Ne uinea ...

T t doe s nat mean t ha y cou l d a be al of t t o ge t he r as many are vut f or

a i nt en nc e e t c . . . . . c rev e r , General Kenny s a i d t he ot he r day t h t he

expected 1 00 p anes he e by Fa11.... ust hat t pe planea they ll be

is everyones uess.....

The ue Room nearly completed today.....a ca e of seoteh that Gapt

Denni son a cked o f n Bri sba ne i t he o od ex cu s e f or a part y t hat ca e

off at ni t..... uch noise and uch singi g..."Doc" Gil ore, now ajor

Gi
. or e , wa s p e s ent , a l s o a HaI l and Hood o f Gr p . . . . . Gol Da v es ,

Chi e f of St af f , Fi Bo er Com and wa s a l s o pre a t . t er s eve a l
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t oast a to he new C m a ding Of i cers , a or H l l a d Cap a H ebr ,

a t o as t w s propos ed t o Ma or I rne r . .. . .. . f t e r t he gl a s ae s ad b e n

empt i ed , t he . t i r e g r p s pont ne us l b o ke i t o t he M.a or ' s f av or i t e

ong : "A Zer o vas cha s g a P- 3 8 , He wa s ch a s g e 8 , • n w h l e he

a s cha s i g a P- 3 , He was cha s ed by 8 25 "
. . . , . . , . . B 9 P e e ryone

as f l l oy g t hems e l ve s . . . . . t Ho s back s t a rt d t he b a l r o 1 g

when he s t ar t e d a sl i gh t t e2r i n t he s i r t of o t her Of i c er . . . rom

t he n on i t a a m .
d f r es - f or a11 . . . . . . S f ì c i t t o aa.y t at r f e

wer sp red..... ol Da es brought back m ories of rtar Towe as

he l ed t he s g n g of " i l C l i or ni a " d "S ent Ni g t , HoI Ni ght ".

The par t br ke up ar nd 1 P wh t e ]
. g t s w nt o t . . . . t her e and

th r e one cou l s t i h ea r t he r t y have i t s l 8s t g s p i n a i ous t ent s

on "Brass at" H l ............

6 Se ral p a nes went al t t o f t .or t i cn and t est f .r e

the i r guns . . . . . . •

Lt l a en of A- Fi t A
.r

Fo c e , arr g g a pl e e news r ee l

of t h i s q adron o n a s s i vn . . . . s eve ral pr el i mi nar s ho t s , s e h a s

t ak o f f , r s on t he h i r, i n t he harbour f c r hoot ng ef ec t , a d •

br i e f i ng shot s wi l b e t ken f i s t . . . . t he hen a i s s i on f s o e

m or an ce ar s e s , a .phot o aphe r wi l cc pa e o o pl a e id

t ke shots vf the battle....by p ac g to ether a t e pic res af our

s hi ps o e r a p ri o d of s e era l wee ks , e c i t i ng r e l i l be had , d

i t t hen wi l be rel ea s ed f or s cr een g t he U. .A . , t e b be

t he i r s t er i c n n rs ree l s of a combat i s a i on .
t o be r l e s f or

t e S . . P . A.
•
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I t r ned a .1 day n d t hi s d i d nc•t he l p dr y out our spi r i t a . . . . .

An gl i s h s i c al comedy p l a d a t n i ght , t h e na me of wh i c h , I

a sorry to say I don't remember....as usual, it was attended by all...

A eool rain fall ng at night.....very peaceful........

y 7- e photographer was present this morn g to take pict res

of our planes operation....... e ustralian p otographer, r.

Ba gner , r ode wi t h Lt Bi l l Pa i n e t o get s ome s hot s of t he f i r e po e r of

ou r nl n e . . . . Pa i n e mad e s ev e r a l r un s on t h e r e ck of f Por t Mo r e sb . . .

t e pne og r a r e r r od e n t he co- p i l ot s e a t . . . . . . . . . t h en Pa i ne dr o ped

h m a t 3 N .l e Dr me whe r e he b oa r d ed a A- 2 , a s wa s r e r r ang ed , an d

.e t he n t ook some sh ot s of Ca ai n Heneb r y l ea d i ng a 9 sh i p f or t i on

on sorr low attack work.....A11 worked out excellently...............

i s mor ni n g , a Au s t r a l a n Col on el an d a L3eut en r.t f r cm an

An t i - Ai r c r a f t u i t n ear by , c me av e r t o n t e l l i gence N et n g an d ga v e

a l ec t u r e on t h e i r wor k . . . . . e l ea r n ed s ome t h i ng ab out h t h ey "t r a c k • "

pl an e s a t va r i ou s a t i t u de s , whi ch a l t i t ud e w s t he s a f e s t t o b o b f r om,

an d a r i ou s ot he r p b l ems t ha t c ome t o member o ai c r a f t i c h con -

s t ant l
,y

ha ve t o be on t he l c oko t f or a ck a ck . . . . . . . . .

T e Of f i c er. s ' f i r s t t eam pl ed Lt Pa t Hea ' s i n gs " a t i t a nd

l st by a 5-3 cr nt..... t "Whitey " Vinsen hur ed for the lst team but

poor su p nor t gave t he Wi ng s t he ma r i n . . . . . . ' e ol d man of t he nc d ,

Head, un ent hi fro en teries an hurled a 6 hit game..... t Peterson

of t h e ' r n l ed t h e c ol umn fo r e r r or s wi t h t hr ee c a l k d up f o r h i m,

whi l e J oe Ca s t e l l i t ook t h e s t r i k eou t col u m r: i t h t hr ee s pe c t a cu a r a nd

ma i 'i cen t r e t r r s f m t he p a t e w t h "na r y a t o u ch of t h e ba l l " . . .

T IS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E 12958



T IS PA E DECLASSIFIED IAW E 129 8

6

v ral o e icera attended a pa y at the 3 th quadron h ch

n g Co nd er "H1aCk Jack " Va ker gave . . . . . . . i t wa s f ound t hat t h

Aus t ral ans a e e v en mor e u h t ha n t he m ri c s wh en i t he pr i c y

of their c n club...and Walker was r t sp red either.... e h d his

compl et e un or t r of f hi s b ck . . . . l l i f un , u nde s t and . . . . .

y 8- Thre s h ps went of t f o r f o r a t i on , t he n t hr ee c r e . . . .

t hi s wa a a new pl an of t he CO's . . . . f rom n on men wi l l t ra i n e l ement s

of t hr ee . . . . . I n t hi s way , t he i ndi vi du l el e ment c n do mor di f f i cu l t

r ne aver s and t he r eb t ach t he i g men t o s t ay i n f o at i on b t t er

ha i f t e y wer e t o t ra i n i n a l a r ge f orma t i on he r e t h mot i on t o eac h

s d e ha s t o be mor e co ns e rvat i ve du e t o t he s i z® o t e f l i ght , . . . en

e n t e v a r i s e l ement s have pro ved t hei r f or a t i on f l , t e

us ual l a rg e f l ht s o f 9- 1 5 s hi ps l be e st d . . . . . . t o t he c sua l

obs erver t hi s . ht s e e m z i n . . . . o b t c r ew ar e he be s t l i e r s

t oda , nd s o f or t h . . . . we l l , t hi s i s t r e . . . bu t t h s be s t f l i er s c

be come v e r poor f or t i on f l i er s i f t hey do n ' t f l y a l ot and pra ct i ce

a l ot . . . . . a d i n cur ca s e , whe r e we ha v e r:c t ha d m i s s i ons of l t e ,

t :is is no exception ....thus, the dec sion by Capt Henebry to make an

e phas i s on t h i s f l yi n i n group of t hr ee s hi ps . . . . . .

At 10 A Ope : at i ons cal l ed and a l l ou r ai rc f t we r e put on an

lert for a mission.....a l vailable ship were loaded ith 500 ou d

bo bs and 000 round of . 50 c a bre a ni t i oa . . . s t n ks e r e l a ded . . .

ca ®e ras s t a l l ed . . . . t he f o l l o r ng cr ews wer e na t i f i e d t a t e wer e

al er t ed and t o be raady f or a 12 :1 5 t ake o f . . . . . . . .
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PLANE PILOT C PI T ADIO Q N E II PPE G NN S
6 Capt Henebry Lt Lee Lt ' of f er N S S Lot S S Crovi s i er
l Lt Howe Lt Jones P . C1 f ord T/S L ftin

.3 Lt Cast el l i Lt Key Cpl kozak S/ S Cl ar k

981 Capt aunder ,
Lt Da is, R. S/S Rowland J, S/S E tep

7 1 Lt McCoun Lt Davis, H. S/S ietz Sgt B gg
73 2 Lt Fi s he r Lt Medi ng P B u ardner S/ S S cke r

82 Lt Hawkins Lt Rickord S/S S p on Pv . Hornburger
11 Lt Wonde r l y Lt l l er P . o hr er S S , up n

3 7 Lt Reed Lt Si g s und Pf c . St or m S S Power a
7 Lt P or Lt Saunder s S/ S t l e r 9 S H r e l l

Cof f ee a d s d i ches we r e b ro u ht t o t he l i ne a d t e cr ews a

t he i r l unc h t h er e b e vr e t he br i e f i ng . . . . . t he s t or y x as t hi s ; t he Japs

had t wo ca rgo v es s e l s co i ng i t o M dang . . . t he y wer e e xpec t ed t o a i v e

t he re about 3 PM. . . t he y h d t op cov e r of Zer os . . . t he 90 t h S uadr on ras

as t o go i and s i nk t hem. . . . eauf i ght sr s wonl d s t r a e t he s t ri a t

Madang pr i o r t o our s t r i ke . . w i l e l 6 P- 3 6 ' s ou l d pr ovi de t op cov e r . . .

Take of f wa s 1 :15 . . . . . s s e bl y wa s po or du e t o c l ouds en rou t e . . . .by `

t h t i me Wau wa s r eache d t he s hi p s we re al l i r. o r at i on . . . . t Fi s he r ' s

s hi p wa s smoki n ba dl y ha l f ia t o t h e t ar get s o he t urne d bac k . . . . .

We ere to pick up the P-3 's at Saidor and p oceed to the target together..

We dr opped t o t he s s a i n t he c i i t y of ai dor , pi c ked up t he P- 3 8 ' s

( t hey we re at about 1
.
1 t hou s nd , t he re be i n a ov er ca s t at about 15000

feet), a d started towards the target....the Beaufighters were about

5 miles he d of us...... apt Henebry had trouble ett .ng rid of his

turret t nk and had to sha hi ship violently to m ke it release..

S/ S Lot t nd Lt o f er , o e e puahi g i t , a l mos t went wi t h -. en

i t r e l ea s ed . . . . . . . . . I t he v i c i ni t y o f dang a rai n s qua l wae e count e red

whi ch ga v e us t he el ement of aurpr i e a s we came n l a . . . . . we approached
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1 da g f ro he rear , t hat i s , comi g i n er t he t rees f rom i nl and t o-

wa ds the sea,....10 pla es in 3 fli hts...,.as we broke there the rain

s uall, we saw the two cargo vessels ust off of adang.....f res on the

adang s t ri p t es t i f i ed t o t he Be au i ght er ' pr es enc e . , . . . ap t Henebr ' s

f 1 i t t ook t he l a rge r of t he t o sh i ps whi l e Capt L nde r l e d h s

flight over the smaller.....eight Zeros ca e i from the North but they

were not too e :er and did not c e n too close.... t Hawki s c e i

and pol i s hed of f wi hi s f l i gh t what wa s l ef t of t he l a ge c r go s hi p

after Heneb , Howe and Cast lli had hit it......
le Henebry and

f l ght ade a s ec ond r un , t hi s one on t he s hi p t hat L u der d l i ght

had passed over....by this time both ships were settling ast nd were

burn n g f ur i ous l y . . . . . t he 1 500 t on v es s el wa s g v i out t hi ck , b l ack

smoke ; whi l e t he 400 t onner was et t i i n t he s t ern . . . . s eve ra l s hi ps

still h vi g bombs left, runs were m de on the surro nding native villages...

an ene y ai r c ra f t wa s obs er v ed u rni ng on t h e Mad ng s t r i p whi l e t he

to n area was burnir. furiouslv..,.,a barge at the d of the runway was

b i at ra ed by Be au i ght er s whi l e s ev er a l of t he Zer os t h t hover ed

around er e b e g engaged by o t he r Beauf i ght er . . . . . . . . C t he y

down the coast, M Coun went inl d and d o ped his bombs on villages and

strafed them ...and was attacked by two Zekes who made frontal attacks...

Lt Hawki s br ou ht hi s e l e ent up be i nd t hem a i s ca r ed t e m away en

He t a bu r s t i n t o t h . . . eed a d Wonderl f ol l owed su i t . . . , . . . t

Hornburge r an S/ S au p g ot i n s ev era l good b r s t when a ke made

an at t ac k f rom hi gh 6 O c l ock . . . . . . . . . . Sf S Po e r s g ot i n a ood bnr s t

on t h i s pa s s . . . . . . t Howe suf f er ed a b r s t of a ck ack i hi s up er t ur re t

and suddenl y T/ S Lof t i f o und hi ms e l f wi t h ha l f o f hi s c er g one . . . .
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C pt Hcneb y l ed t he f l i ght
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g Zekes f l e par al l ed to H neb y ' s l i t but n er ca e i t oo cl os e . . .

Capt under s flight was attacked thrice.....
8/ tep and S/S Ha ell

got i n bu s t wi t h r e s ul t s unobs e v ed . . . 3 t Bog s wa s unab l e t o f i r e hi a

du e t o e i ca l f a l r e . . . . T r aug t t hi 9 t i ® gagement whi ch

l a s t ed f or about 10 ut e a , n o f r i endl f i ght er a were aee n . . . . e t i me

Saidor was reached the P-38 s c e do a d scared the Zekes way......

t h r es of t he n e a i c r a f t we e obs e ed t o b e a ps ", and one wa s s o t

dow by a P-38..... e retu n trip was un ve t l....ex ellent weather

throughout.......... ing the i te rogation bv Lt B ron, assistant

ntelligence Officer,
it was learned t at w ad successfully dropped

2 of t he 3 - 5 # 5 s ec ond d l a b o b s ca r r i e d a d ex p nded 13 , 0 0 r ounds

of . 50 c .
i b r e a n i t i on . . . . . . . . nume ou s co rr e s pvnder. t were t h e a mp

a r ea a f t e r d r e r t o ge t n ews s t r i eg on t hi s en gag e t . . . . m i l y b ec aus e

t e r e had b een s ch a l ul l of l a t e t ha t t h ey nee ded news . . . and t he 90 t h

l ay s s s ems t o pr o i d e c ol or l news f or t h e p p s . . . a t he c r e s we r e

given over to the n of the press or r lesse in home to n wapapers.....

"St a r Sp n l ed t hmn " p ed a t n ght vri t h a g l a of s t ar s . . ob

Hope,
Fred McM ay, Franchot Tone , Bing Crosby, era Zori a, ochester,

Pau l e t t e Godda r d , Dor ot hy ou r , er oni ca I ke , A1 n I dd , and a

others...... a skip b ochester al ost tvok the show......e cellent

enterta nment a d ust the sort we need over here to make ua drea w l ..

A tual , cold at t d ost of us slept der bl kets.......

The Roo Room b e n g u ed a .
l

ot t h e s e ev eni g s . . . . P n g Pong , pok er ,

checkers, singi g, d bull sessions se to be the ain tt ctio ...

an , Oh Yes:I T re is the bar also.......
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a 9- T e 9 th ad a "Grav Run" today....a cargo s sel en ute

for Merauke and vic nity was protected by our ships against the p ssi-

bility of Jap submar es xhich have been uch n evidence these waters

tely...... ts Hosbach, Bridges, and Sbisa pulled dow th se missions....
Nil sightings.....

nk Robert s on of Int er na t i ora l iews Se r vi c e a d a r epo : t er f r o

t he Chi cago i bun e c me oa er t c t he ar ea and i t er v i ewed Tech i cal

Serg ant Le e on t h e f i r s t an i v er s i t y of "Mort i m r ",
#113 , under f i r e . . .

"Morti er", he recipient of over 600 hours the air, of hich o er

t hr ee hundr ed e co mbat hours , i s t he s ub e ct o much pnbl i c i t y t hes e

ay s . . . . i t i s a har d j o6 t o f d a pl ane t hat can keat he r comba t t i s

l ong . . . . . . a gr eat deal o f c redi t f o r t h i s ve s t o T S Lee w o ade t h i s

pos s i hl e wi t h hi s ex c e l l ent c ar e f or t he s hi p hi s c apac i ty of Cr ew

Chi e f of s e . . . . . . . T S Che s s on ' # 9( "Fat Cat ") s l l ha s about 100

mor t o go t o bet t e r t hi s , al t hough Che s s on ' s shi p do es we r over 3 50

ecars on its ol.
d body.........

' g Co a der "Bl ck Ja ck " Wal er t k a bat h t o day w en , i n hi s'
Bea f i ght er , he c ra s he d n t o t he s a 2 m l es of f 1 a Dro me . . . . n en i ne

u t nd he was unab l e t.o mai nt a i n a l t i t ude . . . ex ce l l e n t ob w t h o

da age to personnel.......

y 10- e As s oc i t ed P e s s Phot o r pher s c me ov e r t hi s r rni ng t c

t ake s ome r.i c t ure s of our sh i ps s t raf ng t e wr e ck d b omb i ng i t . . . . t

Ro Moo re a.ud Lt Bob R ed t ook t hem up. . . . . oor e ' s phot o apher t ook s hot s

of his crew and then shot pictures of R d 's ship in flig t..... eed's

ca era ran , a t t empt ed t o t ake a pi c t ur e of Lt Sol omon d o p n g hi a eggs

on t he wr ec k , bu t , unf o rt unat e ly , hi s a mer a woul d no t f unct i on pr oper l y . . .

T IS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E J 12958



T IS PAGE DECLASSIFIED I W E 12958

254

Ld i t i s s , A. P. an r d g w t h t R ed d h nar es bad h k n by t he

c os e f o r ma i on t ha t oor e s l y n g . . . . . u f i a e t o a y t ha t t he y ( e

phot og r a ph er s ) di d r.c t s h ow u p t e a f t e r n oon o r a r t a k e . . . . wev er ,

t h e e cpec t o t a k e a pl c t u e of ea ch shi p d i t s c r e n d me b e r s of t h e

v r i ou d e r en s , s uc h a s Ar ament , ppl y , E gi n e er n nd e r at i on s . . .

' n c me t o r el ea s e . . . . . . . .

cc,mpl e t e l i s t f al l c r e s g .ven t o t h e P e s s t oda y . . . i n t hi s wa y ,

ne nn er s n d Co- i ot s , wh o h t her t o ha d ob t a i ed a sma s ha r e of t h e

i i h n v r i ou s i ss i on s , wi l l b a va i abl e f o r t he s a r e a s t e l t

Pi l ot s . . . . , a o mpl e t l i s t of a fl d r e s s e s s wel l w r e g v en . . . I t h i s nn e

i f J oe Bl w, t he Rep t er , hea r s t ha t J ohn Dr o l
., e P l ot , s n ks a b oa t ;

t n J oe l ow wi l l on su l t t h i s l i s t a d s ee t ha t D ool s c r ew s a d of

ce t a i n en wl t h c er t a . : a d r e s s s , , . . h i s wi l i r on cu t n y d f er e c es pr e -

v e t, as, you are goiae to ve any publicity, and its obvious that there

i s , t he n i t s m or t t t h a t i t do ne cor r ec t l y ,

I n c d t l y , Ca pt Ch t t , per a t n s f c er , s c hedul d a l l pi l ot s

t oday f or f l g . . . . , r d nc e ga v e s t e a l i n e 1 p und er s t o

r c t i c e ;i t . . . .. u s l y , C a t t f s w a l l s hi ps , and a l l c r ews . . , i n oome ca s e s ,

t wo l s t v s f l e a g e h er and s ha r ed t he l s t p o t t e . . . . , o d p r a c t i c e

for t e ne co-Pi cts w o had nat dropred m ny bo b a la med a titude

creci ion............

At 11 A t h d er l y r oo t t e n e s t h a t h a a s a ' ed Al e t "

o: . . . . . . . g t For t ®r , l s t Se • ean t , f i r ed hi s u t hr ee t me .n t h e a i r

( h e l er t ar m . . . : uddenl e mes s l l b e] h ed f or t h men wh o r n t o

he h .
l l s a r,d t he l t t r n ches . . . . . ow er , i t a s a f a l a "a l a r . . . - f a t ,

e C .C3 of
,
t e e t s .ng Comm er "Bl ck J a ck " Wa l k r wh o a s f l y n g
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a silver P-39 at 20,000 feet North o Port oresby with t i I F

Equi pm t on . . . . . . . . '

fter lunch Lt Bob Reed was notified to the effect that he was

pr o ot ed t o t h e rank of Capt ai n . . . . . Bob , o i s a l i ght eade r wi -

de s erv ed t hi s promot i on . . . I nc .dent l , he i s a proud f at her o a

mc t h ' s s t andi ng . . . . . . .

Lt " ef t y " am i a pr ud fa t her a s of t oday , . , . , . a t h e wi r e

this bit of good ne s..........

At ni ht,
"Rem mber Pearl Harbor" played....a reat de l of pro-

p ganda that is not appreciated over .ere.............

Wi ng Co r.mander Wal ker br ught ov er s ev al of hi s m n t oni ght nd

a v e r mer ry part y ens ued i n t he s anc t i a f t h e Roo Room.. , . . . Al l m®n

wal ked ou t b y n i ght a d want t o be d , wi t h t h e e xc ept i on of one

Australi Squadron Leader :ho spent the even g on the floor, propped

up aga st the ba ...........

A e re ely cocl day.....the Trade Winds are resr.ons
ible for

this..... it is the cause of this? oma a r is warmer a d lighter

than other air and has a tendency to rise as high as it ca ....when

t !:i happens , co ol er ai r fl ws i wa rd a l ov:e r l e v e l s t o repl a ce i t ,

us bringinc about " e ade Winds"...... ny a s, they are m ghty

comf or t and f rom no on o r e ach d y , t he whol e a rea i s s ept by a e -

f r es h ng , f s o ewhat di s t ur b i , bre e ze . . . . . hi ch br ng s t o mi nd t h t

t h.e ra y s ea s on , or "wet s ea s on " i s on i t s way aut . . . t he caus e o f t h i s

" e t s a s on" i n New ea i s t h e t err i f i c heat o f t he l n d cau s ng t he

a to rise to great hei t, h e it i cooled a d releases most of its

vapour i n t e for m of ra n . . . . . o ever , becaus e t he s .
i s not al ways
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over t e .equat or , but oves N t h nd out h of i t , most equa or i a

r e on a , of w ch ew i n ea i s one , }av e t o s eas ona d n g i ch t h e e

a r e t er r i f .c r a i s t or s d t wo ea on s r e l a t i v el d . , . . . w r e now

i a t he pr o c e a of r ec .e
i v g t h e "Dr y Se as on " . . . . . . .

l ay - No l :. t h i s r n n g b ecau s e a b b i n g r es t r c t i on h a s

en pl a d on t he wr eck t e o a r : . . . . . . o •ev er , t h r e a a ot o f

'l :g o f t hi s f i e d , oi' l a t e by t he 3 6t h . . . t h e 3 t h Gr ou o t a

r -s on t od y t o Ga a t a t o b o b t h e r um av a d d i s p e r ar ea . . . . .

r ±' r . 3t e l y , ba e at :e r d o v e t e m ba ck; . . . . . . . . . .

I n t he a f t e oon , Lt b i s a "s l c t i me d " h i s pl a n e . . . . . . t
.o

"s l o

t e " an a er a t i s t o b r e ak i n i t s n ew en g n e s a s ea i l a s pos i b l e .

Jus t as o , n ot t a k e t he r ew F r d c r nd r n i t u t o ?0 ,

t he s a e a pp i e s t o f l ; g a new pl e wi t h n ew e g . .e s . , . , on e f l i es

i or he i r s t 6 hour s at a r educ d t h ot t l e nd P s et t ng , , . . .

a pt Hen ebr a d Lt h ou n b o d t he v e k of f Por t o uby d n ga ged

i s o e d og *i h t i n g wi t h a Beau f i ght er ho wa s a l s o i n t h a t r e a . . . . .

a pt Hen eb r ha d a me e t g w t h t e epar t m t He s t h i s c r i n g s d

t e f ol or g m jer e r eco end ed f or pr omct i on s , . . . ro m St aPf Se r g ean

t c Te c .r i a l e r ean t , a l h I , S p on ; r om Ser g ea t t o St af f r geant ,

oodr e i. W t t er s , r. s t os .er , nd Ur ba H. n er ; f r om or p or t o

Sar g an t , t on . Sp en ger , J o e ph W, P , B u l ay , u s S, o a k o , a

He ar W. Ha ; Z o P i va t s F r s t C a s s t o Cor por l , ' y l or L. d s n ,

' c a d F , Br u bau h , hur s he l B, Chap i n , G r l d L. K6nn edy , d o r don W,

3r owar ; r o Pr va t e t o Pr i a t e Fi r s t Cl a s s , J oe i . Ha lb u r g er , Wi l l a m

T.. Car t r e r s , W l i a H , Ri cha r d C, G t r y , J ohn C. Hef ' e na n , r an k W.

t .endo r f , and es t e r L. Gr i g .
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ay 12- No f l yi ng i n t he morn ng . . . . . a •c et t e i s sue af t er break-

ast......

Capt 1 ac ut f i n l l y ot ba ck f rom r i sbane af t er hav i g been ho s -

pitalized for two months there...looking none vorse Por wear..........

Pvt Hy l t on , a f or me r d i o - Gun :er , r et urned t o t h e ar ea f r om Dobord a

he h d a bad cas e of t he "Ji gg er s ". . . . . , t h es e ar c aus ed by wa l k t h t he

d ep gra s in the Dobordura... e "Jiggers" is a ra h that proves mighty

u c omf or t abl e at t i me s , a d t he onl y cur e i s t o di g t he l l r ed bu g f o m

ou o f t he s k i he r e i t bur row . . . . . n wa; s , H l t n , ba ck he re f or a r e s t

and to cure himself of this scourge, is s ted o return to Dobordura

two days....its see that he likes it over there....and, Oh, yes...one can

ke ones e l f av ai l abl e of a Je ep at one ' s d i cr e t i on v er e t her e i f t her e

i s a mov i e t o be s een o r an ar ea t o v i s i t . . . . . d t he swi g i s ex l l ent ,

the cl ate agreeable, nd life is rather pleasant.....

e newest dope ls th t the 0th Squadron will move to Dobordura n

7 days and be per ane tly.stationed there....in l ne with thie, Capt Henebry

flew Capt De niston nd M Sgt Caruzsi over n the morn g to ook o er our

new arsa....... er.n
iston looked over t e camp site wh e Ca u zi was i ter-

ested in a place to et up our ground ma tenance.... From all reports,

t he s e t up l o oks a r i ght . . . . . . The Of f i c er ' s F r s t Te m pl a y ed t h e Wi ng s "

at n i ght and won t o a l - 2 c ount . . . . . . . Thi s put s t he Of f i c r ' s F s t t eam

ahe ad i t he t wo game s s er i es . . . . a p y of f i s s chedul ed f o r t omorr ow ni ght .

Howev er , i t i s r e a l l y a p t chi n due l b et we en Cri we l l a nd t he ol d ma of

the " ings", P t Head...........

.
" ying Fortress with Richa Greene played at night.....the reason
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t he au d enc e di dn ' t w l k t was du e t o t he f ac t t t i t wa s s o c row d

that i anyona moved, all wou d s ffer by it...... t seems that one can

cr awl ove r t h e v ng of a ' gh s pe d i r g bo b er t he e d ay s , . o t a f i e ,

nd ge t ba c k s a e l y t o rec ei v e a deco a t or. . . . . . . ch a i G e en d d i t aa

w® saw it....,Te also find that fl ing a Fortres ia a fo mal affair....

b ef cr e a nn r y f i e a t a M - 10 9 he m s t get t he O. K, f r om t he

a v i ga t o r , wh o l l s ay , "You ay f i now, s t a t i o n n be 3 . , . . . or

t he pi l ot , b ef or e he y t r n ba ek home a f t er d r opp ng hi s bo bs wi l l

s av , "W er e d o you nt me t o , Nav at or ". . . . . . . . . Gr eat s t uf f ,

the e For resses.......,..

Checker s a e r a pi dl y b e c i ng t e 0 pa st e . . . . . . e 3pec i a].

Ser ices Unit here at Fort Moresby hae given the area some ne r games

with which to a use ou elves, and checkers seem to occup the l e-

l ght...........

ay 1 - The ollow planes and cre s alerted..............

82 Lt Ha kins Lt Rickord Lt offer( ) S/ Sa paon S/ Newell
69? Lt. cKes Lt R ebush S S Lott /5 Crov si r
7 21 Lt ac L l a Lt Da v i s , R, Pvt Bohr e r 3gt ogg s
1 2 Cap t Cr i el l Lt Ke Sf S Ba ardner S S aupi n

Lt Loc kh r t Lt D v i s , . Pvt Cl
.
f f or d S/ S Harr e l

?93 Lt Reid Lt N l on S/S Casar.
ino S/S Patterson

Crews were awakened by the CQ at A i, breakfast of hot aakes and

6

coffee at :30, a d then t telligenc which was held at 5 A ......

takeoff as at 5: 5..... Target wae Gas ata,..no bo bs earried........

e nwa a d dispersal areas to be str ed.... 8 P-38's t p covsr....

h e P- 38 ' s wer e t o b e i ck ed p ov er pobor dura a t 7 A1 , but as ou

pl a n e s a r r i ved e ar l i e r t h n ex pec t ed , t he c i r c l ed f or a a l hou

.til the P-38's took off and oi ed them..... At Gasm ta, awki s
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l ed t he ent e f l i g t i n spread out i n echel on over t he run ay where

hey s pray ed t he ent i e area wi t . 0 ca l i br e a n n i t i on . . . . , n

Hawki ns s ent c Ke = a nd cLel l ' n i n t o s t ra f e i di i dua l y h i l e

Capt Cri wel l d i d e s a ® t o hi s l i ght . . . . . . I nac cura t e s

calibre ack ack was encountered but this was not at all effective...

Capt Cri well picked up a shell hole the cowl ng o his right

engi e and t ha t a s t h ex ent of da :a e t o al l ou r s hi ps . . . , . . . . .

Lt NacLe3lan m de his pass s at about 220 mph and kept low as when

he was ov er s ev er hu dr ed f ee t t he medi um a ck ack woul d open o n

h m .......
Lt ockhart observed so e ap laundry be dried i

the sun on the hore Southwest of the ru ay, and he peeled off d

shot it up...... The 90th ships tayed over the target area for

1 mi utes using up 18,000 rounds of . 0 u ition...............

Hawkins and Criswe l ot their ships back into for ation and started

home...... ro te Beaufig ters of the 30th Squadron nd B 2 a

of t he 3 8t h Grou were as s ed on t he i way t o Ga s at a . . . . . Ha

kept up a fast pace towa ds home d they a rived 20 utes b fore

their scheduled ETA (esti ted t e of ar iv l)...................

Lt Kul d T Sgt aunders maintai ed their us l :"pl y by pl y"

acco nt of the entire mission......... That is, en ever there is

a mission, a the personnel on the field that is no buay, flocks

to the radio shack to listen over 8G to the ships on the missivn.

one usu lly hears such vivid accounts of the battle as,
" eid to Hawkins",

where are you, where e ou... 'm at 500 feet, am u ition 1 gone

and on way home , w e re ar ® o t, whe re a re y on'". . . . . . . . or . . . . . . .

"Zeros:l... Zeros:: Two o'cloek hi h... erosl: Fou of them.."...
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" r op your t urr et t k , nner s : Her e t ey co e . . . . one t 3 0 c l ock

high..... tay i close you bird "...,.or ev n etill.....
"For C rist

Sake stay in for ation you g ys...yo fly ke kids:!" and so it goes.

The peo pl e n t he r a i o s ha ck c n draw a pr et t good pi ct u about t he

ission from such ta k as this...whether its a "grav run" b or a

t ough s po t , sor t of wa b ac k when t he pro 'v erb i al " o i ng was rough". . ,

I t i s i n t h nner t t m ny g nner s a d i l ot s who di dn 't ke t he

m ssion "s eat out" their mates,.... omet .es xe wonder ho gets the

o s t e i t ed , t he m n o v e r t h e t ar get or t he men behi nd t he l oud

peaker at home base........

Lt Jones was c ecked on by Capt H nebry toda s a lst Pilot...

Joaes, who has been fl ing as Ao e 's Co-Pilot has proved himsel

nv luable pilot on his 1 mis ions to date.........

e Of f i c er pl ay e ,
t h e " i ngs " a t ni ht and i t s a no- hi t no - r cn

ga e f or bot H ad a nd Cr i we l , . . . an ex c e l l ent g e wi t h bu t one err or .

For the " ngs , Hi se c, He d p, B on lst, P terson nd, R d ss,

Vi sen 3rd, Robbins,
Ra derson , M Ree, a ac ellan i the outfield...

For the Officera First Tea , L e c, Criswell p, Howe lst, ed d
-

,

cCo n ss, R som 3rd, Bridges, Hawkins, Ingram and Rose u h the

out ield...........

A ter ific wi d blew all y..............

At night t Nip bombers ca e er d bombed the 3$th dispers l

ar ea . . . . . A hal moon ob s c r ed by cl auds ept t he Ni ps f r om s g ht . . .

but t he dr opped a l ar e that us t ha ve hung ov erhead and burned

brillian tly for 10 ute ...it later fell n one of our re tments on

the li e..............
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Capt Denni st on and M/ 3gt oke r l ef t f or pobordura t oday wi t h l 0

men of an adv nced echelon.....the w ll set up t e area and get it in

read ness for the quadron when it move over..... beryone aid theg 'd

c al l e rans port t hat cke r f l ew on "l cke r ' s l as t r i de ". . . hi ch

did 't ake Toby feel too well as 3 transports had be n lost mysteriously

lately on the li t over to Dobordura,,..,......

y L - s hi p f l e t o Dobordur a t oda y t o b e t here on n .a
l er t , . .

the were.....,.....

962 Capt Henebry Lt Lee Lt F som(N) Dietz ardue oser (E)
6 7 Lt oore Lt aunders Lott Crovisier E le (N)

1 7 Lt I ngra m Lt Key Cl i f o d H r r el l Gr een , . .
(E)

3 ? Lt He b er t Lt Si gi d St r om Pc rer omps on , J . B,
( E)

,
cots, mosquito nett n , flashli hts, p stols an d mess equipm nt were

required,......... However, ust s they had started thei engines an

were ready to ta out for takeoff, a ed Alert was sounded, then recinded,

and then news came for a of cur ships to st ndby to fly out to sea

case of a Jap raid, which wa probable a d expected at this point,...

The Japs raided O o Bay stea of Port Moresby today)...,. tter

con us i on r e i gn d at 1? e Drome f or about a hal f an hou r . . . d t hen

came ord for all of our available ai craft to o d up i mediately for

a r ai d on a sm t a t o at t empt cat chi g t he Ni ps r ef ne l . g t h r e f t e

the Oro Hay raid....... T ree more crews were arrang d or this ission.

Capt Henebry,
Lt Helbert,

Lt, oore and Lt gram ere ach duled as of

last night.....i addition the three new crewa were as follows.......

9 6 Lt cKee Lt Rosebush P Bohrer 9/S Estep
?93 Lt Pryor Lt Jones ,

SfS Cassar o SfS Patterson
?32 Lt cLell Lt Pai e S/S S cker Cpl Lukasz k
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A so s chedul ed er e t he 3 t h G ot p, Bsau i ght ers d -3B t op

cover....... Lt Hawkins, w o was sch dul d to lead the 2nd flig t

of our s hi ps , had al l hi s brake pre s s e dr a n out on i be f re akeof f ,

and consequently he was unable to ly.....
1e ent r air ar da took

off at 1 P .....there were nil si hti gs at G s t , the Nips apparentl

havi g ret ned o Rabaul after the Oro Bay R id..... ru way was
. r

b mbed, owever, and the ad acent areas strafed t oroughl ........•..

t night, G
.ger

Rogers in "F fth Avenue Girl" play d for the

th....... Trite comedy, but we all like Gi ge oge .............

Pe us l, ,
/S Nickelson did a good iob in the PX, gett g n a ne

stock tod y and selli g o t of it before the how star ed...a n w ite

i "pop".....pretty horrible stuff, an many suapect that Lt ter on,

the P Officer, is workin cohorts with e Nips...bec use the

tuff gave ny of us the old G.I, runs........

H l f way t h rou h t he i e t h e CQ poked i s he ad i t h 1 a d

yelled out that =hree ships were alert d i mediately and t en ad

out the n es of the follo ing men to report to the order room.....

and of course the a ent a d g neeri g en had to report to th
-

e

li e.......
T e follow ng men a d crews were echeduled or a miasion

o e t o knock out a t ra as por t r epor t ed u l oad i g s uppl i PS n t he

harbour there.........

? Capt Aeed Lt V aen Lt offer ) 3f3 Casar no 3 3 tterson
9 b Lt Re d Lt Rus t Cpl Ke st et t er 3 3 Poet
69 Lt lomon L Ael on 3/ Lott S 3 Cro isier

e th ee ships d® xcellent ni t takeoffe, form d cuick , and

p ssed over he field in per ect for t on en oute to the targ t....
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T e weather over the "hump" was favorable, bnt on the other side nu ous

th der showers were enco tered aad gr.adua ly the fl ght broke up d

tried to fi d the target by themselves..... U fortu ately, bad weather

and poor visibility kept al the ships from reaching Lae...al ships

went down as low as 10 feet above th.e water, but sti1 were un ble to

get through.............

News trickled in t t 32 Zeros were patroli overhead near Lae

todav.... e Nip must be mov ng something i there.................

h, Yes:: I forgot to mention that Lt Lockhart took 21 over to

Dobordura t oday . . . e : .d t o t k e Do c a ui r e ov er t o s e t u p an i d St at i on .

lso m ki g this trip were S/S phries,
i eer.. g W 1 f s Ck).....

Lt Petterson( )
, t Hornburger, a d Lt Davis, H.

(CP)....they were

back bv supper.........

ay 15........ t "Doe" guire ust received his Cap i cy Today....

7 Ship were alerted for possible shipping at ....they sat

a ound at the l e until 8 when suddenly Capt C tt, Op ration Officer,

received word from Petrie, G oup erations, that the Japs had 2

destroyers and 8 transports off awe on the So.t
h Coast o.

f New Brita n

and were heading tow rds R ba .....
Immediately all 90th plan s av l-

able re alerted, as were the 3 th Gr up ship ..... The follow ng

pl nes were aheduled.............

PI L T CO 'I I T N S
9 2 Cap Henebry Lt Lee Lt Ransom (N) S/S Dietz T S Pardue
697 Lt Kee Lt osebush S/S Lott S S Crov sier
732 Lt Lockhart Lt Davis, R.

Cpl ik szak 3/S Sucker
981 Lt Bridges Lt Med ng S/S wland, S S Es p
721 Capt Criswell Lt Saunders Cpl Kerstetter P t Ho nburger
9 6 Lt bi s a .

Lt Sco t t P Bohr e r S/ S Cl ark
793 Lt Helbert Lt Si ismund S/S Casarino S/S Patterson
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.
t 9 engi es wer e a t ed . . . t he b t t l e order wa s t he B- 17 s

t o hi t f s t , t he n t he Beau i ght er s , t h n t he 38t h G up , a d l a s t , t he

90 t h t o gi v e t h e c oup de grac e . . . -. - 38 oul d b e t op cov er . . . . t he 0 t h

t ax d t o t he r ay t o f nd t he 3 t h G up warmi ng up t he i engi nes , . .

chaos r e i gned a t t he r nway . . ,bu f n al l t e 36t h t ook of f , and th e

0 t h f ol l o • d ui t . . . . . I n e i s t anc e ne coul d s ee t he F i ng

Fo rt r e s es c l b i ng s l l y wi t h t he Beauf i ht er s s cr bl i ng under nea t h . . .

t endez- v ou was obordur a t h Cape War d Hunt he al t err.at e . . . . H ever ,

eat her s ex e l l ent an d t e pur s ui t wer e pi cked up a s pl ann ed . , . , , .

The ai r a da i t, a hea d ng of 3 2 degr e e t ox a ds Arawe nd hi t t he

coast l i ne around 11 A , , . ni l si ght i ng so a di rect i on t owards Gas at a

as t ak en . . . . numero s s qual l s we re n t h? vi c .n i t y . . , . Ca t Henebry

led his ship around them wh .
le the Beaufi hters sometimes darted in

t hem t o s e e i f t he Ni p conw y a s hi d ng t her e . . . . . About 11 : 0 , t

Lock art, unable to transfer gas due t a f ulty fnel p p, turned back..

10 minutes later the 90th turned aro nd as we wer ru n g low on gas

and it was evident that the con ay "j t wasn 't", or was d ell

idde in a thiek rain squall.,,.,... Pilo p shed back i their sea s

breath d deeply., Co-Pilots took over the wheel...gun ers sighed and

kept an eye open.....2 . m nutes out of D ord ra the weather was ex el-

lent aga .... e Beaufighters had stre k d for home and were way

ahe ., while the P- 8 s were already landing at Dobordura.,.... Sud 'nly,

Lt Helbert noticed some str ge pl nes bel headi g in the opposite

direction..... a H ne:ry lso saw them.,.. T ey looked like B-25 s,..

Ca t Henebr led his fli ht down to look at the ...s ddenly he saw t e
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red circle on the w ngs...."Jap ".... 11 pla es sim ltaneously swu

t owa ds t he Bet t y Bomber s , a s t hey were j us t t hat , and i t h n f i i g

range all men had charged thei uns an had their f ng®r on the

trigger..... uddenly 10-1 Zeros ca e right at the 9 th form tion...

at t hi s po i n t s ev er a men had opened up on t he Ni p b a b er s . . .wi t h t he

Zer os pr es ent al l t ho ght of get t i g t he bo ber s was out . . . r.ow i t w s ,

Get the hell out of here.... n the fi st pa a Capt Henebry got his plane

riddled with holes...they came in at high 3 o 'clock, 9 o'clock and from

6 o'clock low.....on the 2 d pas ,
S S Clarke, Lt Sbisa 'a ship defi -

itely s credited ith a Zero which blew up a d fell into the oce .......

Lt Helbert, low on ga , feil out of formation d was attacked by 3 Zeros

which made a sieve out of his plane.....
For about 5 m utss the Zeros

pr es -ed home t he i r at t ack but t he e per t handl i of t h e guns b our

upper tu ret lads drove them off.....
S S Patter on and Horn burger

a l :os t got t hems el v es a Zero ea ch bu t cl o ds obs cur r ed t he i r v s i a t

times..........
l ships landed at Dobordura with the exoeption of

Cap Henebry who came hvme nd la ded...... t Helbert,
lc ron gas,

landed at Dobo dura against the red light fla hed at him.............

Back n the radio shack , the boys were knee deep li9ten g in on

the conversati n over the radio...........

The Ni p r a i ded Wau t oday r hi ch mus t a cc ou t f or t he Zer o s a d

Betty Bombers seen en route to baul................

The latest and bsst u or today wa this: that the Marines have

ma de a l andi ng New Br i t ai n . . . . . t hi s ou l d be a sound r or i v i ew

o the repeated raids that we have made ag inst the ips only decent

a . ba s e nearb , Ga sm t a . . . . . t h s ul d al s o a c count f or t he Ni ps
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perhaps l di troops in the icinity of rawe (as is the belief i

ny quarters .....and this w ld a ĉount for the sit that miral

Ha se , Nav eel, has pa d to General acA th of late,...........

e we c l ear ng t he ar ea be t een t he out he n c oa s t o f New Br i t a aa t o

t he sho r es of Ne G i .ea £o r a po s s i bl e mov e on t he part o f cu r f l ee t

t o t hi s a re . e wi t e l l . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Headquarters,
F fth A r Force,

AP g2 , ay $
, 1943•••••••••••••

h e f ol l o :i n g • a s r e l eas ed t o t he 90t h Sq adr o n Gener l Order No . . . .

wa r ds f t he A edal , Di s t g i she d 1
.

i ng Cr os s a d 'he Sol di e r s

Med l were awar ed tc th follo ng...........

OLDI S AEDAL AI R 1EDAL
Capt John E. i l ore Sgt Redus W. Harr e l l
Corporal E ward J. K iezyk lst Lt hi H, Hawkins
Private rst C

.ass
Lou s W. Sigrist d Lt Robert Y. Lockrart

l s t Lt Wi i a m G. Pa i e
S/ S t er non C. t t er s on

DI STI N UI L NG CR SS d Lt Wi m F,
Ri ckor d

Capt Robert D. C at Corporal obert E. Be be
Ca J es B. Cr? swe l Pri v t e Fi r s t Cl s s ood ow '. t l er
lst Lt lelville W

.
Fisher S/Sgt drew J. Swa

Capt Jo n P. Henebry i vat e F r st Cl ss Wi l l i E. B rket t
lst Lt Charles W. Howe S/Sgt Joseph E. Clark
l t Lt G rdon . Coun Pvt John C. B g s
nd Lt e t h A. Me Ke e S/ Sg t Paul W. i t o

Ca Dona .
d c l ut t S/ Sgt Har ol d Axt

lst Lt Roy J. oore d Lt Lee H. Jones
Ca Rob ert W. Re ed S/ Sgt Cha l e s H. M upi
lst Lt Aarlan L. Reid /Sgt Charles C. T ompson
l s t Lt John E. Sbi s a Cor pora l S. P, Newe l
Capt Joh W. m1l ood 2nd Lt Drv l A, R nder son
lst Lt P il H. Hawkins Sgt Forrest 0. S pson
l t Lt E. T. olo on 3 S t Bennie step

d Lt Kenneth E. Ros. buah
A R L (Post hu ous l ) 3/ Sgt Jess W. o l d
l s t Lt Jo n J . C r s S Sgt i 1 .i H. Epper s on
Sgt Ri chard A. M r t n 2 d Lt Wa t er S. Lee
S/Sgt F anklyn L

. T be ke /Sgt Richa d . M K nay

DISTIN UISHr.
LY NG CRDSS Posth m ously)

a or ward . La ne r
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By d ner all ships had returned from Dobordura,,.., after so uch

f l g i t wa s r eat t o have a l e i s u e s hower nd s t ay ov er di n er f or

a quiet smoke,.... Ho ever, the 9 th was called out again at 6 P

wher. 3 cr e r wer e e rt ed f or a mi s s i on t o Lae , . . . . . Lt Ph l Ha ki s

was chosen to lead this serious m ssion a d Lt In a nd Lt cLella

wer e pi cked t o f l y on hi s wi g . . . . . . . . The cr ews f o r t hi s l i ght w r e

as follows......................

SHI P PI LOT CO PI LOT KNNEES
l 2 Lt Hawki n Lt kord S Sgt ps on S/ Sg t Ne re l l
727 Lt cL ll an Lt Davis, H.

S Sgt B u a dner S S t Shipley
87 Lt I ngram Lt Key P t Cl i f f or d S Sgt H r el l

South of I e Hawkins let down on the water to 0 feet an swung

Nort h of Lae a nd c a e n on t he t ar get f rom t he r kam Val l ey t ard

t he oc ean . . . . A ha . m .e
f rom t he t r g et s eve re , acc ur at e and devas t a-

t ng ack ack was ncount er ed and s ear ch l i ght s swu g bl i dl t hru t s

sk i es hunt i ng f or t hem. . . . . . . Hawki ns dro pped t o t r e et o p l ev al d

I ngram f ol owed su i t whi l e ac Le l l s t ay ed a l i t t l e hi her . . . . . . . . . . .

swee p g ov er t he run ay al l pl a e s o pened b b ba door s and l et

i t h 500 l b f i ve s econd de l a bombs . . . . . I t s eemed i pos s bl e t o f l

through the screen of steady machine ire....but wki s, when he

wa s about a m e f rom t h e t arg et , nd out t o s e , cal l e d ov er the ra di o

to is flight,
" e yone 4.K. "....." c" ca led in that 27 and crew

er e O. K. , but "Lef t y " •a s not hea d f r om. . . . ack ack , of inedi um e l i br e

wa s s t l l bur s t ng a 1 a ound a t t h i s poi nt , d t he t wo ahi ps e pt on

S/ Sgt Ba gardne r a i S Sgt Newel l obs erv ed a a rge f i r e o n t he end of

the e strip......
It was after the crews had been terrogate bv

t B on, that Lt n m a d crew were given up for lost...it is es med

,
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t hat t hey wer e s ho t daw at he end of t be runw a d t hat t he l ar ge

fire there was "Miss Snafu" burning.,..........

n t he nt er m, ack a t Por t or e s y t he Japs wer e ac t i v e t r ee

ni ht r ai ds . . . . . each rai d wa s de by two s hi ps f l y i g c l os e or at i on , .

t he f i r s t ra i d t hey dropped f l ar e s a l t hen ba bed 17 l e Drome . . .

One of o night ighter.s overtook the for ti n ten nutea l ter d

s hot dow o e of t h bomber s whi ch wa s s ee n f r m t he 9dt h a rea t a be

bur ing and then ex loded upon hitti g the ground.... he ne t two raids

gav e Por t or es by one of t he s t col or f l demon s t r at i on s of a nt i - a -

craft f e that it has seen to date...the aky was otted ith b rsting

y l ow a d red l k . . . . . f l ar e s wer e d p e d ag ai n by t he Japs nd t hey

al o ke pt s hoot ng 20 mm ca on s hel l s at t h e s e ar c l i ght s t hat he l d

t hem s o e f
_°ec t i ve l y . . . . . t he y l ked l i ke o s a1 1 s i l v er t t erf l i e s

a s t hey t rav er s ed t he sky above s . . . , ack ack wa s v ery c l as e t o t h e on

bot h r ai ds . . . . . . Af t e t he "A 1 Cl ear " a s sou nded i t s di s cov er ed

t hat "Eart hquake ", t Hu phr i e s shi p wa s t badl y by a 00 ound dai s y

cuttsr........."Jur.
ior Bat" was a so hit b t not seriously..... gt

H phr i e s and hi s a s s i s t t s wer e a s l i t t rench when bo bs hi
'

t

dan gero sly close to them ....they say the i pact w as terrific ......

T e sto y go s that an h g w thin a rad u of a daisy cutter 's ar

o f d e s t r c t i o n , t a t i s n ' t p o t e c t e d or I i dde n , wi 1 1 s f f e r . . . . . . t h e
•

trees a d bushes n the area of 7 1 are test y to this..,.........
- .

This has been n extremely ac ive d y for the Japs and the A eric ns.

Sev ral B-17 reconna sance planes have been interc pted near e nd

G s m t a t oday ; s c ewha t cl os e r t han t he Jap p r s ui t s h e been

ope r t i ng . . . . l at el y . , . au as ra i ded by 20 Mi p b omb e rs t oday a x prot e c t ed
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by 10 fighters.....there is i creased activity every here.............

I n v e of t he act t hat ou s i ps wer e a 1 shot up so • iuc h t oday

wi t hout l o s s of l e o r i n ury t o a y of our c r ews , i t woul d appea r t hat

we had a l ucky d y were i t not f or t he l o s a of n am and c r ew. . . . . T
.

wae "Lefty's" 30th ission nd he was a od
e st well-liked, easy-goi

soldier....
Lt Key w s on his 6th mission, having rece tly been

a s s i ed t o aur Squadr on . . . . . Cl i f f or d wa s an det a ched s er vi c e f r om

the 13th Squadron and was a eteran of over 25 combat sorties......

Harr $11 , t he rec i pi ent o f t h Ai edal f or hi s a ct i on i n t he Bi s mar ck

e at t l e , wa s a gu n er who s e mer i t i s unex ce ed . . . . A f i ne cr ew. . .

we al l sh al mi s s t hem. . . a s Pl a t o onc e ex c l a i ed , "Onl t he dead ha ve

aeen t he end of t he war 1"

Lt Pat Head was stricken with malar a today a d "Doc" Peters h d

him removed to the hoapital.... t Byron, Assista t, takes over i hia

absence......

" e s i n t h e Dark " w t h F ward Arnol d a d A n Ha di ng . . . . good mel o-

dr a a t h t he a cc ent on a " i n Ti n i n " pol i c e do g t ha t d d ev er y t hi ng

but smake rnol d ' s pi pes f o r h . . . . . . . . .

A v ery c l oee and war n i ht . . . mo s ui t os out i n f ul l f o rc e . . . . . . .

ay 16- On y f r s h i ps c o s s i on t oday . . . t he re s t a r e .a i d

up as a resu t of last night's Nip visit or the after effects of the

run-i with the Zeros co g back . r Gasmata .........

At 11 A the follc ng crew alerted o ission to Lae to etrafe

the air ome con u ction with the Beaufi hters, A-2 a and B-17's....

3? Capt Heneb y Lt ee bw rs 3torm
9 6 Lt Castelli Lt Scott Bohrer Clarke

2 Lt Mc Coun Lt Rus t u a rdner aupi
! 2 Lt Howe Lt S unders S mpson Newell

T IS PAGE DECLASSIFIED I W E 12958



T IS PA E DECLA SSIFIED IAW E 129 8

270

However, noth g ca e of this as before F fth o ber Co and could

make p t he i r i nds , weat he r c l o s ed n on u s a d t he t a et are a . . . . . .

E e ryone s t i l l t al k g bout S t J oe C rke s ex c e l l ent per f o rmance

y e s t erday when he chal ked up a Zero f or t he Squ d on . . . . . . . . . . .

everal pro tians toda the Kitchen.... fc elv A. 8t n

was ade a Corporal..... v Jesse E. Johns was made Private F st

Cl ss.,.. d Cpl, ery G. ulliv n was made a buck Sergeant..........

Lt olvmon, Lt Head, Lt Helbert a d L Kee got their F rst

Lieutenanc today.... T ey had a lor_g wait.......

A beaut i f u bi g moon c a e out at n ht but ao Ni p ca e rer . . . . .

We all e pected them nd no _one was far from the slit trench a d t

he et.......

y 17- e th Squadron is now settled at Dobord ra..., we still

ar e f i xi ng ur ar ea up ov er t her e . . . . e Beauf i ght er s of t h e 3 t h

qu dron will not be there with us, it is understood....t ey ll be

at 1 i l ne Bay . . . . a r eat di s appo t e t a s x e a l wa s l i ke a at t a ck
.

co unction wi h Wing Co a der "Black Jack" Walker's boys...,........

Lt Castelli, Lt ler, Lt aKee a .
three g n ers are scheduled

t o l eave f o r Si dne t o mor ow. . . i s n l v e s e t - ap t k eg t e c o ba t

c rew r i t t o t ha t f ai Ci t y i a A T s or t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

i s ha s def i ni t e y f a l en w .t h t he c pt ure af 17 5 , GG0 i s t roops

and t he aompl et i on o t he Af r i c n C p i gn . . . . . Ch r ah l n Wa s ngt on

conferr ng ith Roosevelt about new movea....every hing ia mentioned

ex c ept t s ec t or a s usua . . . . . . We hope t hey hav e ' t f or go t t en us . . . .
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In t e a te noon the ame cr ws a yesterday were alerted for a

sion to Lae with the Bea fight rs......with the exception of Capt

Re d d Lt ed ng who t ook t he p a c of Capt Henebry a d Lt Lee . . . . .

n came of it ........

A Red Al er t at 2 :30 . . . . . 100 Jap bo b er s wi t h p sui t c ov erag e on

their way to Port Moresby....so the report said.....hel ets a d slit

t r enc hes . . . . . . . Down at t e l i r.e you d hav e t hou ght i t was pay day t he

way everyone left the vici ity of the way...... Howev r, the Jap

a r armada was turned back near au........

At 10 PAi. . . . a ot her Red Al er t . . . . l as t ed f or ha l an hour b t ni l

came over.........

y 18- t Castelli,
ller and cKee were slated for l ave as of

today.......

N ws is out that the 90th is mov ng to Dobordura tomorrow........

ay 1 A cloudy and dreary day,.... p rationg, Engineer g, ntel-

liger.ce, a d R dio ections a packed an sitting out on the r way

awa i t ng the t rans por t s . t t hey neve r rr i d as t he we t he was poo r . .

Ho ever, i the afternoon they arrived nd all was loaded aboard....co ng

over the wen Sta ley Range, an d ALE T was flashed to the transports

which turned arou d and scra bled ba k to Port vresby................

F 0 Harold R. Prince was assign ed to the th today... e is a pilot.

"Somepl ce I'll F nd Yau" p ayed at night... ana rnsr a d Cl k

Gabl e . . . . I t m de ev ery one f es l pe rf ec t l y awf . . . . The t h gs La

c n d w l do f o r t he bo s : : !

ay 2 21 t rans por t f l ew r s t of our eqv i p ent t o Dobo dura

today...................
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72
I t he af t ernoon t e f ol o .ng crews f l ew over t o Dobordura t o

sta d by on a ba ge m ssio .,.....

9 2 Lt I a cLel l a n Lt ot t S S Di et T/ S Pardue
9 b Lt Howe Lt Vi ns on ohr er S/ Sg t Fury
981 Lt McCoun Lt Rust Ffc Govier S/S E tep

I t wa s g rand ni g ht f or t e m s i on . . . , ex e l l ent weat he . . . t he

ships took o f at half hour intervals....a
fter fi e hours hen the ships

had r et r ned t he i n t a y wa ar ke d daw . . . . . a c L l l an had s nk

barges with hree probables South of Madang; cCoun had s nk three

South of F nchefen• and Ho e had s k one w th two bable ....l
b x 300, P

pounder s d pped wi t h 74go rounds o f . 0 c i br e ammuni t i o ex pended . . . .

a ?1 - A per sonne l i s at Dobor ura now ex ept t he co bat c r ws

who a e s t and . g by nn "Read ne s s ". . . . . . . . .

R ed al day.................................

ay 22- e foll w crews ent to Dobordura today in prepa ation

f or a n ht b ar ge m s s i on . . . . . . . . '

94b Lt Sbi a Lt Vinsan Pfc Bohrer S/S F r
l Lt Moore Lt Scott c Gov er S/S Estep

72 Lt Pryor t Davis, H. Cpl Kerstetter :
S/S Cro isier

137 Lt So l omon Lt Si gi e u d Pf c St orm S/ S uc ker

I t wa s a cc e s s f l mi s s i on d s ev r al bar es er e unk . . but ba

we at he r s e t n a d i t wa i r. s t r ent f l y i g ge t t back t o t he f i e l d . . .

Lt oore a d his crew never returned.... airns, Austral , reports

t he y had a "f i " on hi s s hi p and when l a s t he a d o f he wa s i n t he vi c -

it of rema.... h
.s was a sad shock to the qu ron ..........

e co b t crews l to Dobordura today a n ne ship for ation ...

t e r es t of t he da wa s s pent i s e t t ng up t ent s ar i g et t ng a c c l i at ed .
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N t i e v i ] l a ge nea r Bogi a on Nor t h c o s o Ne Gui r.t a -Thes e a t i ve a we re e x r emel y b i t t e r t o r ds t he A 1 i e s
a nd t e re d t o t he Ja p s - Th ey f or mer l y wer e es d t e r s
and so e still co tinue this sncient custom o f w Guine .

CONuI ATS ON TI° MI SSI ON F AY 20 , 194 3

BE V CC NR 1 7A
T EG Z CC 2114 53 PRI ORI TY SECR

T0 : C0 L ON I E ZE O, THI RD BO GROUP

BC 5949

G 1 R L I T E D A COL01EL A Y SEN CON 1TUL T C1S 0 FI I t URK

D01 L ST 1 G1T PA EN CITE AF IRM Tl E P1NE IJ c I Y. . . . MAJ O

LL tlI 5 E S TO ADD HI S CONGI AT TI 0 ,
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A Red ert at 10 P but nil c e ov r....the Alert i sounded here

by me ns of a hig -pitch s en.......

Ca Henebr and Lt Fi her went out a a b tge ission tonight ard

tur d in the acore of "2 barges s k d 16 probables.,. x 00 po nders

dropped a d 5000 rounds of .50 ca ibre am unition expended..,.......

y 3- Ni l c t i v i t y . . . . . Tent s s pr i n g up a l o er t he a e a .

e t i v e s a v e do ne a go od job on t he .
i s t e d n Ar ea . . . i t i s l i ned

up t he f orm of s t r ee t s . . . . abou t s t r e et s wi t h about 1 5 t ent s t o a

street....a l ter.ts a e three f eet above the r nd......

ay 2 - 7 s hi ps l e rt ed f or a ra d Lae . . . . a hi p wa s r epor t ed

s i t t ng of f t he e of t :e nwa . . . . poor eat her c nc e l l ed t hi s mi s s i on .

Ho ev er , at P a s ub ar ne wa s s i ght ed o .
Oro B y d t he t h t ook

off for this iasion ........ apt Henebry t Reid, Captai Reed, Lt

Helbert,
Lt Hosbaek,

Lt ockhart a d Lt Wond rly de this missio ....

nil sightin s,.... A violent tropic l r stor sudden y came into the

area prior to the th land g.... l pla es but two de home base

ef or e t he vort ex of t he t o rm hi t t he f .el d . . . . Lt Re i d and Lt Wonder l y

were the fort . te men.... eid circled Oro Bay and ca e i d landed

after th storm h d left, wh e Wonderl decided to make P rt oresby ...

He ran i nt o s e v er e i c ng at 16
, 000 f ®et over t he ra s a e s hi p

began t o d op t e d l y . . . . . . Lt Da ;i s , R gav e the ai g a l t o ba .
1 out. . .

Gunne : s Sf S Lot t nd / 8 Cro s i e r j p d j us t a s Davi s d o der l y

were getting into thei pa ac utes, they came out of the stor into the

cle , oonl t kies over Port Moresby.... t Davis did a excellent jo

assisting Wonderly and it was a most precarious situation... o add
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i r on t o t e t al e , t h e r shi n, 697 , was w ec ked t e t n i ght en a

B- 24 t h at was t ak of f rom 1
.
l e D me , bl a t i e nd r ene d

nt o t he p ked B- 5 . . . . . . Lot t b a i l ed out i o a bl i z zard , l a ded

safety, trekked through the Hills for several d ys nd with the help of

some n tives m de Port oresby...... Crovisier never was hea d of

again..... It is presu ed that he ay have la ded in the ocean.....

He will be missed......
S/Sg C sier was excellent er and

had any ission beh d hi ..,.........

ay 25 - A mission to Madan n th morning was called off by

Fi t h A r For c e . . . . . r ment f r i ous a s t hey worked hal f t he ni ght l o d
-

g

the ships..... Sgt Hastings lo ked very glu all day........,

e f ol l owi g co bat c r ra as s i
.gned t o us t oday . . , . F O Kenne t h R.

Ladd , F 0 i l i am 0 , R s e , S/ Sgt Edwa rd A, Ad s , 5/ Sgt Au t e Per e ,

S Leonard Par s ons F/ 0 Urban L, Ar ens , S Sgt Wi nf r ed F. We s t er an , S S t

F or B. M l
.
l enhour , t M ehae l Peco s ky , 2nd Lt Cl ar anc e M, S l , gt

Ha ry J, Spies, an d 9/ g Herschel C
.
P per......... Also lst Lt Ben am

F. rg es s , S/ Sgt Fl o d G. St ephens , l s t Lt Her man P. P c her , S/ Sgt

Hen y J. l i cki , S/ Sgt Paul F. el ent , F/ 0 Jay I , 9hoop, Sgt Tho s F.
0'Co ner, S Art G. Haught, F/0 Jac . Harr gton, Sgt James Bowl n

and t Cl i f o rt E. Mann . . . . . , . e 90 t h quadron wa v ery happ t o

receive these new c mbat me , to see some new aces, and to cha e the

ne s f ro t he Un t ed St at es , e s e c r e s hav ng us t ar ri v d f r om "ba ck

wher e i t s ro gh ". . . . . . . . One mor e r.a al s o s as s ned t o t h i s s cu ro n

t oda y . . . . 9 t Jos e ph T. cDer t t . . . . . . . . . .

#692, old 38th Group ship signed to S/Sgt Harper d S Phap..

Lt Coun was assig ed as pilot of t . s plane,........
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The weat he r i s ve r y pl ea sant over h r e . . . . f ew mos i t os nd ve

cool at ght . . . . . . . . .

y 2 . The f o l l n g c r e •rs al er t d f or a mi s s i on f or da ng . . .

962 Capt H ebr y Lt ee S Sgt Di et z S S t Covi n n
732 Lt F her Lt o ebush S 3 Taber S S u k er
793 Lt Hawki n e Lt Ri ckor d S/ S Ca s ar n o S S Pa t t er s

9 Lt McCo r.
Lt Nel son S S Ro l n d P S pl ey

916 Lt Jones Lt Davis P t Bohrer S S F y

Sev er e and a c cu a t e A v a s count e r ed ov er t h e t a r ge t , e sp ec al l

a l ong t h e end of t h e SE end o f t e r u y a n d f r om t he t ow ar ea . . . . . .

e s h i p s c me i n f i v e a b r ea s t d d pr ed t hei r r ac hut s f r a g s on t h e

runway and dispersal area,...., on the ay do the eoastli e a herd

of 2 0 ca t
.
l e wer e ob s e r ved I or t h of Sa i d or . . . . . . 1 we r e k i l l ed on

pa s s es . . . . . . . 45 f r a g c l u t e r s , 12 ,
6 x . 0 am o, a 7 5 x . s

the unition u ed on this mission.......

1ay 2 7 - Lt Di c k Sau nd er s , n v Aus t r a l i an L a s on Off ce g a v e a n

e ce l ent I .t e l l i gen ce s nar y o f t he g r oun d pos i t on s i n t e M bo ar ea

t h or n g . . . . . . Cu r dva nc s pa r t ol r e bu t 4 mi l es f r om Sa l a u now. . .

I s t r umen t t me f or t h e p i l ot s i n t .
he f t e n n . . . . Hos ba ck f l e a

ship t Port M^resby........

on er l y t ook a shi p a l of t an d hu nt ed f o r hi s r e r s nea r t h a r ea

h e b el i eve d t h ey ba i l e d ut . . . n l ob s e r t i cn s . . . . . . .

ur f rst movie toni t..., een, S dron 3peci l Services m n

obta ed "Ten Gentleme from est Po rt" .t
h Mureen D'Hara.... xcellent

entertainment........terrific down ur throu ou .............. ......

May 2$ - Ca mp ar e s f l ood ed a s a r es ul t of t h e s t o r m l a s t n i ght . .

Lt . Lee and Ros ebu s h wer e che cked ou t a s l s t Pi l ot s t h i s or n . g . . . . . . .
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5 Ships reported in the harbour of .adang, consequently of our

s hi ps wer e l o ded t 1000 pounder s . . . . po or reat her conc e ed t he

mission.....

Capt Heneb gav e t he Of f ers , t he new f f i c ers , an o i c i
.
l w l -

come t hi s a f t ernoon at a me t .g i . t he Roo R om. . . . . . . t Quee n di s cu s ed

the fina cial tters........

A "Ye l l ow e t " a t 3 : 0 P but i l came of i t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
"Ol d Sa a c i sco ' p qed oni t but th ere was pro ector t r oubl e

a d e movie w s never f nished....
A "R d Alert" the open ng reel...

thr e Jap Bombers ame over and were treated to considera le A A by

our bat t er i e$ . . . t he s ear ch l i ht s hel d them t hrou out t he i r bo b g r un . .
t he bombs f e l t he Buna ar ea w t h n i 1 da ge . . .

Y z 9- s ps t ook o f f f or t he adang conv oy . . . 8 A a s t akeof f t e .
9b2 Hawkins R ckord Distz Cov ngton9 6 Br i dges Davi s , H. Bohrer r v
37 Reed,

R. Sigismund Ransom Strom au gardner
72 Solomon Sa ders Rerstetter Cole
793 Ho sba ck Nel son Ca sa r no Pat t er s on
700 Re i ed g ovi ch Carber
+ 3 o r s t as z up „9 Hel b ert D ns on Rowl d Shi pl ey

I t he vi c i r i t y of s , ol omon ' s r i t eng e cut t on h . . . .
he f eat her ed i t nedi a t e l y , s al voed hi s b o b s a headed home . . . . .
he h d suff i c i en al t i t ude t o a ow h m t o r ch t h e f i e l d and make a

nor . a pr a ch d 7
.

d i ng . . . . a d x c el l en j ob . . . . . . . The et wa s

r ea ched by t he r e a ng s i ps wi t h n i l obs erv t i on s . . . . , they pro c eeded

0 mi es up t h caas t and t nen r et urned t o h e b as e . . . n t he i nt er ,
5t h Ai For c e ou d ou t t hat t he conv oy a 50 rn l e s out h o f Wewak

( t hi our ge )
, bu t by t he t me Hawki ns was no t i f i e d , t he f l i ght was

way h me . . . . . . . . . .
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In t he af t ernoon t he fo l l o ri ng Of f i c ers wer e t ransf er red t o t he

Sth S adron from our dst......
Lt Paine, bisa,

Sigism d,
Rust,

Re i d , Br i dge s , and Vi r s n . . . . . . . S/ Sgt Joe ry was l s o t r s f er red t o

the Sth .....while S S Julius H. Moore,
Cpl Daniel Atk n and Sgt Jack

Ri et h wer e t ra ns f err ed f ro m t he 13 t t o t he 90t h . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

ay 30- 8 s h i ps on al ert f or s hi pni g Ha s n Bay , owak , but

ni l came o f t h pot ent i al s i o n , . . . . . .

S/Sgt ott w s fo nd today a d the Squadron was duly rslisved to

he ar of t hi s . . . . . . . . .

"The Great G ldersleeve" p ayed a night .....
A "Red ert" was

sounded but the Japs never ca e over so e mov e was resumed......

May 31- Capt Robert Reed tran sferred to 5th Air oree today....an

ex ce l l ent man d Gpe ra t i ons Of f i c e r l o s t t o t he Squ ro n . . . . . . Lt Hawkin s

tak n over in his place........

A B-17 crash-land at 4 P .,,...attacked by 20 Ze os off Lae an d

al l m be r s of t he c re r we re w nded . . . . . . . .

"Sky Gi t " a ni ght . . . . Ri cha r d Di x and Ches t e r or r i , . . . f a i r . . . ,_
June 1..... Target Bogi m..,. ips, 00 strong, were usi g this

v l l age ( 10 m l e s So t h o f a an ) f or ac comodat i ons f or t he i r t ro ops

i n t he ar e . . . . .we wer e t o s .raf e and bomb i t n c un ct i o a wi t h t h e

Beauf i ht er s . . . . . P- 3 8 ' s t o b e t op co ver . . . . . . The cr s h a t m de t h e

mission are listed belo ................

43? Hawki ns Ri ckord So f e r (N) Ma pi n St rom
70 0 Wonder l y Nel son G rber Manovi ch
710 Fisher unders Cov gton Butler
1 .9 Mac el l an Rc ebus h Shi pl ey Ro rl and
91 Howe Dav i s , R. Bur c h ohr er
793 McCoun D vi s , H. at t er s on Thor p o n
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General O der 102

T/ Sgt obe r t L. B rl ow D t i gui hed Fl y n g C s s
Cpl Ri cha r Wal a c e Di s t i ng i shed Fl y . g Cr os s
Lt Wol f r ed B. Jones A r Med l
Lt Robert F. Mi1 er Air eda
Lt J os eph Poi r e A

.
Med l

T Sgt John Chesson Air Medal
T Sg Ke net h Gat e •ood Ai r 1 eda1
S Sgt Irv n Lnenicka A Me al
S Sgt M

.
t che l F, W em A Meda1

Capt ob ert C at O k Le af Cl us t er t o Di s t i n u i s hed
Flying Cross

S Sgt Herbe ar on O k Leaf Cluster to d l
S/ Sgt Char l e s u pi n O k Leaf Cl u st er t o A Med
S/ Sgt ft i ch rd McKi u ey O k Lea f Cl us t er t o Ai r eda
T Sgt Vernon P t t er s on Oak a f C us t er t o A Med
S Sgt Charles Tnompson O k af Cluster to M al
Capt Wm R, John son Di t i u i s hed l g Cr os s

( po t hu uous l y )
S Sgt Fr ankl ber a ke D s t i s hed Fl ng Cros s

(rosth uouslv)
a or Edwar d L, I r ne r A M dal (pos t hurnuous l y )
Sgt James A. Carter Air edal (posthu uausly)

' Gene ra l Ord 107

3/ Sgt R ymcnd G, Ro l an d A d
Lt Charles , Ho e Oak Le f luster to Distin uished

Fl in Cross
T/ Sgt L t he r B. ord Oak Le af Cl us t er t o A Medal
Sg Harris B

. Cof ey A eda (posthumuously)

G nera l 1 1 & 13 4 & 13 5

S/Sgt Harold Axt D stin uished Fl ing Cross
Lt Mel vi l l e Fi s her Ai r Med l
S/Sgt Joseph H. Clark O k Leaf Cluster to A Med l

General Order 127

Lt P Hawk ns Silver Star
Lt rd ol omon Si l ve r St ar
T/ Sgt For re s t ps on Si l v er St r
T Sg er et t Sy der Si l v er S r
S Sgt S,P. Newell Sil r Star

General Order 1 2

Sf Sgt Woodrow W. t l er Oak Leaf Cl ust er t o A Medal
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The mi s s i on t ur n s d n t o t e p v erb i al "ra t r e " ov er t he t ar get

area with Beaufighters under Squ dron der B 1 Boulton and 90th s ps

c ng from a sides and angles.....
it was a wonder we d d ot ehoot

dorm on e of our o n i ps . . . . . No A/ A o r t er cept n wa s encount er ed . . .

37 x 23 l b f ra g i ns t nt aneous par c hut e c h u t s dr p ed , 10 50 x . 50 c al

a o a d 3 00 x .30 c 1 ammo with 50 x mm ammo expended...............

J e 2 A P- 3$ dov e f ro m 1 , 0 f ee t t oda bu t t he p i l ot o t out

s af e l
,y . . . . wi l l t ake days to f i d t h e p i l ot s t he b us h i s t hi ck t he ar ea

i n vhi c h he p achut ed . . . . . . .

e f o vwi ng pro mo t i on s ca e t hr ough t oda y . . . . . . . . .

To be promoted to Tech ical Sergeant....
S S Du on,

S S Husphries,
S S er ,

H, S/ S mps on , S/ S D vi s , J . . . . . . . . . . . To b e pro ot e St a f f Serge a . . . .

Sgt Kei t h , Sgt Wakem, Sgt Va l enc ou rt , 3g t St rat t on , Sgt ob ert s o , Sgt

Lukaszak,
Sgt Baumgarnder,

Sgt Hill,
Sgt Fiske, Sgt G ber, Sgt oggs,

Sgt ildermuth, P lal Strom...........
To be pro oted erge nt ..

Cpl

At k i s , Pvt Shi pl ey , Cpl S di e t h , Cpl She r i d n ,
Cpl Reynol ds , P l c l

Horr.burger, Cpl Ashcroft,
Cp ly n,

Cpl Yameen,
Cpl Cr sa................

To b e pr omot ed Corpor al . . . P l c l Gent r , Pvt l c l Bra ch a , Pv l c l a

Clai , P t lcl ttendorf,
Pvt lcl Hen y......

To be app inted Sergeant..

Bowl i ng , Fvt l i ck i . . . . To be app i nt ed Cor pora l . . . . . v l l enhour ,

P t Pe r ez , Pvt Pi p , Pv Haught . .

A edi t or of "Yank ", : r g az i ne , was i t he area t vday dr awi ng

p i c t ure s and swappi g s t or i e s . . . . he dr ew a pi c t u r of "Fe at he Merc a t "

which is due to appear this magaz e the future.....................
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Lt ee n s howed up t on t wi t h t he b r nd e w mov i e " Whi c h We

Ser v e " t h No el Co a . . . . a x e l ent pi c t ur e . . . . We are t he f i r s t i n

New G i ea to get it hich sp .ka wel for c Spe al ervices Dept.....

June 3- O of f i c des i n t i on i no l onger "3r d Bo d ent

Gr u p, 9o t h Bomba rd ent Squa d on ". . . . . but s ow, ' 3 rd At t a ck G oup , 0 t h

Atta c S adron"......... O r ne AP is #So3................

J e - Po or : eat her a 11 day . . . n l a c t i vi t y , , , . ,

Jun e - No s s i ons o n t he I sl a d to day due t o w a t her , , . . .

Ju e 6- De l i c i ous ha and e ggs f or br eakf a s t , . . . Frobabl y t h e be s t

br eakf as t we hav e had many mont hs . . . . . . . . .

June 7- O Gener l Order 2 , t he f o l l i ng Off i ce s a d t ed

m n we re c i t ed f or e M al s t ha t appe r t er t he i r na s . . , . . , . . . ,

Lt Ra mond C
, Hosback Ai Med l

Lt Charles Ho e Air Meda]
Lt Gordon R. McCo n A Medal
Cpl Gl enn B. F i z l e ol d i er s Med
S S t Jack Age A Medal
Cpl Oscar Biddle A r Medal
Staff Sergeant Ernest R

. F nta A dal (posthu uo sl )
S Sgt Char l es D. Frar.

kl i A Medal
P t Dal l i s Gi l l A hedal
S Ja e s A, Para i s A r eda (pos t hu uous l y )
Lt R l ph L, Schm dt A r Me al (po s t hu uous l y )
Lt Ed •ard T. Sol omoc A 1
T Sg I ther B

, Word A M al

June 8- Anot er qui et day . , . , s eve r p l ane s we re bo r e- s i ght ed by

the armament Dept,.....

J ne q- Mor e award of inedal s came t hrough t od ay . . . , t hi s boo s t he

nu b e of ineda l s t ha t t hi s squa ron ha s r ec e i ve d s i nc e J ua t o we l l ov er

a hundr ed . A f i ne e mpl e of wh .t o od I t e l i ge nc e wor k wi l l do . . . Lt

He d and Lt B ron re o be complimented... t Sm .th ar P Cohen ably

assisted them................
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General Order 1 .

a o r John P. Henebry Oak I af Cl t e r t o D t i n u s hed
F y n g Cros s

Capt Ted A t er A
Lt e i t h A. K A M a
Lt Donal d c el l an M d
S/ S ard Ga s ar i no A Medal
S/S Che ter A. kaszack A r edal

I t i s t e re st g t e how ny of ou Cr ew Chi ef s av e be n

c i t ed f or bra ve ry der f r e . . . i t l be re embe r ed t hat t he • al ay

a cc ompani ed t he i r .i ps be f or e Oct obe r o f 1 1 2. . . . . . . .

Ju e 10- Nil activity

Ju e 11- "Arsenic d Old Lace" at ni ht..... xcellent comedy-m lodr a...

rain fell all night to make it complete...... .

June 12- Lt acLell , Lt Burgess, Lt om(N),
3 S nd

S/ S Di e t z f l ew ov e r Ki r i wi na i t he a t er noon d t oo k phot o a phs of t h at

ar ea f or F t h Ai For c e . . . . . . . .

Ju e 13 - At ni g t t he f o l ow n g cr ewa went out on an ant i - ar ge

mission ........

g62 H nebry Pa cher S under s (AI F) oo e Di et
16 He l be rt Pr nce At ki Bohr er

Lt Hel bert f a i l ed t o m ke any s i ght i ng s i i s area . . . . a or Henebry

s t r f ed an d bomb ed barges a t on a k Bay . . . . l l x 100 ounder s a d 3 a . 50

cal mo ex ended with resu ts unobserved..........

Ju e 3- Bar ge s are e re e l y act i ve t e s e moonl i ght n i ght s br ng i

upplies to L e, Sa amua, Arawe, d G smata.....
Because shipping is

unab l e t o g e t t hrou gh due t o our per i ori t y i n the a i r , ba ges hav e b een

us ed . . . . . . . T day o t her bar ge mi s s o n w s a rr ange d by 5 A For ce . . .

he f o .
l owin g c r ew t ook o f at hal f hour t er v l s a t 7 . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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710 Solo on Sh l Co i on tler
119 Pr r Harr n on Cl ark Ro l d

3 7 Hawki s R nder so n a ps an St orm

The a rea of s ear ch was al amua- t o dang , Rooke I s nd , Nor t h Co s t

of Ne Br i t a t o Rud ge r Po t . . . . t or bomb ed d s t ra f ed a b ar e

of f t he Sout hern t i p of Jabeb I s l and (2 e s ou th of Madang )
. . . 5 x 3 0

pounde s a d 500 x . cal amm e pe ded.... e barge was destroyed....

Lt Hawk ns sight d 3 b ges off Cape Ce narde (E t of Napoi)...
6 x 300

pounders ropped and 30 x 0 cal am xpended.....n l obser at ons.....

J ne 1 - Toni ght t he f ol l owi ng c r , en t out t i - ba ge wo rk . . .
! o er l y Ar ens Ax i t o

3? c R e Rus e Di v s Di t z
7 27 Fi sh er Shoop pe s on T b er

Po or eat her as enco unt er ed b ;; a pl ne s . . . ni l a c t i v i t y w

obs - rved i n ex ended s earc h f rom S l amua t o dan g t o t e N t h Coa s t

of New Britain to Borden Ba .,..,..,

June 16- The f ol l i g crews made t he barge mi ss i on t oni ght . . . . .
9b2 Henebry P ch r ore Diet2
515 Solo on -Ladd Tavlor Casar o

10 bar ge s wer e di s co ver ed of f Cape Ger ha d re s t r a ed d

b mb ed t h 1
. 300 po nder s and 3 500 x . 50 cal a o . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

P t l cl Fr nk T. Campi s i w t rans f er r ed t oda t o Grou p Headq ar t e rs .
Ca pi s i s , on e of ou r mos t abl e cl er ks i Cp r at i o ns , wi l l t ak e ov er a s i i r

job at Gro p.........

e f ol l ow ng m of t he t h re e ei ve d pr omot i s a s o f t oday . . . . .
To appo nt ed Mas t er Se geant , T/ Sgt R en ydye t . . . : To b e appoi nt e

Techni cal Se rgeant ; 3/ Sg i c r Gery ec , S gt er non t er s on , S/ Sgt

Joseph Dis tte........
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To be ap oint d S ff Sergeants; Sgt Joseph Cosseli , Sgt Garland o wo d,

Sgt Her b er t For d Ford , S t F an k i t h . . . . . . . . To be a p poi nt ed Ser geant

Cpl Gor don Br owa r d , Cpl E or l l enhou r ,
Cpl Gl ®nn Fr i zz l e , Cpl Ha y

Wa l t er s . . To b e a pp oi nt ed Cor por a l ; P c J eph B n a , Pf c l l Cor ne h

Pf c J es s e J ohn s on , P f c W l i a m C r ot her s , Pf c J ohn He f er m .n . . . .

J u e 1 ? - A c onvoy wa s s i t ed of f F ch a f en , o t r epor t s ai d ,

s o t h e 9 wen t t o t he r p a n e s a nd t ook of f i r: e d t el y . . . i t wa s a r us h

ob t ha t no bomb s we r e l oad ed . . . a r d a l s o , t he nv oy was n ot r ep or t ed o f

cons i e r abl e t on a ge . . . . . . Thos e t h a t mad e t hi a mi s s i on we t he f ol l o i n

comb a t c r ewa . . . . . . . . . . .

b92 Hen e t r y c Cub bi (FAT ) Di v er s T b
710 Sol o n S ul l Cov gt o ut l er

37 Wond er l y r en s Der mot t St or m
l g2 Hawk i r.s Bur ge s s x Samps
9 b Pr y or Shoop B c h Bvhr er
70 ee Harrin ton Garber owland

Over Fi n cha f en t he r e was n l s .
h t g s by t he 90t h . . . . e s q a d r on

t u r ned ar ou nd an d n t he ay ho e coa t a l v l l a ge s w r e s t r a f ed t or oughl y

n d a her d of 30 h ead o f c a t t l e a s ki l l d . . . . 2 00 x . 50 cal a o wa s

expended.....

Cpl Jerome Spieser was a pointed to Sergeant tod y......

T e f o owi n cr ews ma e a ni gh t m s on on ba rge s . . . . . . .

Wond er l y Ar en s C r k l i t o
7 0 Hawk n s Ra d on Ga r b er Sa p n

Lt Wond er l y ma de ni l obs e r va t i on s t h ou gh h e f l ew t o da ng and

ba ck . . . . . . . One mi l e Eas t of t he Ca pe Gl ou s t er st r i p Lt Hawki ns c e upon

3 power l un che s . . , . He m e t h r ee r uns on t hem d r oppi ng f i ve f i v e hundr ed

pound er s . . . on e of t h e l a n chs s wa s d e s t r y ed a r t e ot h e s dama g d . . . . . .

T IS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E 12958



T IS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E 129 8

94

1 00 x . 0 cal mo was expended on t he se r s . . . . 60 x 20 r o l so

as expended...... A A f om shore i stallations w s hea y but accurate...

Hawki s d d pick up some shrapnel his left engine and several o -

fortably close to the pilot section of the p ne.........

June 1 other ni t barge mission..... j ull, Group e ations

Of f i c er t o ok ane o f t he s '. i ps . . . . He s t raf ed t hree l a unc he s of f i ncha f en

but t ey got away af t er t he f i r s t at t ack . . . . he t wo c re • at ade t hi s

ission are listed belo .........

51 5 ul l Rus e uc ker b er
4l 2 P or L dd Eppers on M l i t o

June 19- N ac t i i t y t o day . . . . , eg f or br eakf a s t t hi s morn i ng . . .

and f r es h bu t t er f o r a l l t he me l s . . . . . . Me l s ar e r eal l y ood t he s e

da s..........

M Sgt ickelson who is acting lst Sgt is havi g a desperate t e

f nding me for various detai s about the Sa
_u
ad on ...., ometimes a m

wi l l be ac he du l ed f or ( a rd , l e t us s ay , an d t he n Oper at i ons w c al up

a d h ve bot h men t aken of f t hi s d e t a i l be caus e t he y are f l y ng a c ombat

mi sion in the mo r ing a d need e sle p......a d then "Nick" w ll have

to f d two more men...a d so it goes.....but gr d lly s all ki ka like

t hat ar e be n g i r oned out . . . . . . . . . . .

Sgt arton, o obviously w sted his t ne as a gunner a d then a

dri ver at t he Mot or Pool , i s do g a gran d j ob wi t h hi s bak i g . . . . , t h e

g iddle cakes, rolls and pies he is mak ng a the b st we have sted in

any mont s..... Barton used to work i a baker before war w s declared...

Ju e 20- A other rainy da .....an onic thing..we stayed at Port

or e sby dur i ng t he "Wet Se as on " and mov e d over her e t o f i nd our s e l v es her e
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i t s t he "Dry " s e a s on on t he ot h er si d e of t he I s l and and vi ce v er s a . . . . . .

June 21- e beg i n g of t he end f or a a . . . our t m ops have

l nded Nassau Bay by barges (15 miles South of S amua) ar the lst

Di v i s i on i s rap i dl y enc i r cl i ng Sal a a . . . The Aus t ral i an uni t s , who compos e

t he bu k of t he I nf ant ry For c es i n t h i s New G ea ground f i ht i g , hav e

cl os ed down f r om t he Nor t h . . . . . I c on unc t i on wi t h t hi s , t he 90t h t ook

t o t he ai r t o "so t en" Sal amua up a bi t . . . t hos e who f l ew on t hi s mi s s i on

were...........

9 2 H nebry Panche M ore Dietz
727 Helbert Pr nce 0'Conner 3trom
710 Lee B rgess Taylor B tler
793 Hosback Ruse atter on Cassarino

43 o r L Cl rk al i to
b92 Fi s her a d er s on Di v er ber
4 2 Cas t el l i M d ng .

l enhour a nov i ch
l Wonder l y Saunder s Bur ch R l an d

51 Ri ckor d Shul l Per ez B rl i

The S .l am a ar e a wa s s t raf ed a d bomb ed t h 1 x 100 pounde r a d

11,
650 x . 0 cal a nd 120 x 20 mm a o..... ch A/A was encountered

ne ar t he rum ay . . . . . . . . . .

J ne 2 2- Lt Hel ber t t oo k # 9 e Ki r mi na I s l a d a a f or a

photo mission...
Hi crew was F/0 Prince,

Lt offer(N) P t A t, S/S

Cas s a r . o , Sgt Her ube a d S Humphr i e s . . . . . r e t urn n g t h e l ef t whe e l

ckl ed on l ndi ng and t hi s eras ed t he gl r i ous "Fat Cat " Yrom t he ro l e o f

a comb t s hi p . . . s he wi l l no bec ome a t rans por t s i p f o r t he 3rd At t a k

Group........ I passing let us remind all that # 9,
r'Fat Cat" is the

ol de s t s hi p t he t h S r , i t h t he exc ept i o f " o rt i er . . . . . . .

1 9 wa s a s s i gned t o t h i s quadron Apr l 10 , 1912 a d a s .o n by Capt

"Red " Johns on whi l e he wa s al iv e . . . . hi s c rew ch i ef wa s T/ Sgt J . B. Che s s on ,
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no t h Gr p. . . . . Toget her t hey f l ew on many rough mi s s i s one of

whi ch t hey were f ol l ed bac k o Port or e s by b Zeros whi c h s t r af ed t hem

a s t he y l nded . . . . . e s hi ps s el a e bear s wi t ne s s t o t he t e i i c bea t -

g i t h r ec e i ved . . . I t ha s 3 di f f e r n t a car s on i t s t o r s o . . . . . . . . . .

Lt Helbert, who gave "Fat Cat" its last mission is to be co m ded for a

exc e l l ent l and i ng under t he mo t t ry i ng o f c i reu t n c es . . . n os t cas e s

wh e a whee l g iv e s away as i t di d i t i s i n s t anc e cas ual t i e s i nvar i b l y

occ ur . . . . no one uf f er ed t he s l i ght e s t da ag on t h i s t r i p . . . . . . . . . .

Ju e - S t George r' oger s wa s a s s i ned t o t he 90 h At t ack Squad n

t od . . . . here a an y new f ac es a r ound t he 0 t h t hes e d ay s . . . . . . . . .

t e r i n t he d ay f our more new men j o ed ou r ranks . . . . ey i ncl uded ,
lst Lt G orge A. eeberg lst Lt Alfred E. Baucom,

S/Sgt C rl Schwab, a

Sgt Joseph oroney.......

Ju 21- The f ol l owi n cr ew ma de a phot o m s i on t o Woo a k I s d

for the p rpose o se n 70 hot .....

Davi s , H. hoop f f er (N) Wes t e r an omps on Newco b War

I ter in the da a coord ated attack on Lae was p n d..........

A- 20 ' s were o p oc eed t he 0 t h Sq a dron t o t h e t ar g et . . . P- l 0 s woul d g v e

us t op ov er . . . . . He ebry , cLel l an , Da i s , ft , Wonder l y , Cas t e l i , re

i n t he f l i ght i n t he i r a s s n ed s hi ps a d wi t h the 3r a s s i ed c r ews . , . . . .

Nea r i ng al a ua , t he A- 20 s ob s er ved appro x mat e l y 0 Zer o s i n t he are a ,

s ev eral di v e bomber s on the ground r e f ue l i ng , a l more Zer oa of f i n t h e

dist nce tow ds Lae.... T ey turned ound a d l w home, decidi g not

t o t ake a ri ak of be g j umped by ' ha t s i ze a pro t e c t iv e cov er . . . t he

P- 1 s s t ay ed wi t h t he A- 20 s and t h at l e f t t he 0 t h co n i nt o al a a

al one t h no f i ght co ver . . . . j ar Henebr w t ed t o t ake advant age
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of t h i s f i n e t a r ge t but c on s e s e showed h t he odd s s o t he 9

returned to ome base......
F fth Air Force as ve p rturbed o er thi

ission..........

J e 2 5- t Head a t n t e l l i gen c e s pok e o f t he d ec l i n i ng numb er ot

J ap pl an e s ba s ed on New ( ui ne a a t t he moment . . . . . T r e e ut 33 pl ne s

at But and We k...........

J une 26- Anot her mi s s i t o a a t o "s of t n " t h e a r ea . . . . . . . . .

692 Henebry Pancher Soffer(N) D is D etz
3 7 Mc Ke Bau com McDer t t St r om •

727 Hel b er t Pr i n ce 0 ' Co e r T b er
2 Ho sba ck B r ;e s s Pa t t e r s on Ca s ar i no
2 e Arens West r n T o son

51 5 Ros ebu sh Ne l s on Per ez Bc l i ng
710 acL lla Sa ders Clark tler
9 .

6 Ca t e l l i Se eb er g At k n s ot t

The own area of alamua was bombed and huts be ween urung Po nt

and Paree Caps were strafed......
82 3 x 23 lb parachute frag clusters and

10000 x . O c a l am. o and 1 5D x 20 m a o us ed on t h s mi s s i on . . . cLell a n

a d Ca s t e l i on a s t r a f g pa s s ov er t h e r nway pi ck ed up c on si d e ab l e A A

and cL llan 's ri t er_g ne cowl g a d oil cell hit.... Castelli's tai

pi cked up a bur s t an d t he s he l l nt t h r u t he s t ab i l i ze r a nd bur s t i n s i d e . . .

scattered ra n squalls.... Roaebush, upon the co pletion o his mission

discovered t at his oil cell had be en hit rd his left stab lizer shot out...

J une 27 - A qu i e t da , . . . ex c ept f or a n t er:a n c e whi ch a s b u y a l l

da y r epa i r i n g t he s hi p s f om he af t er ma t h o f ye s t er da y ' s r a d on a ua , . , ,

J un e 28- o r He eb r y nd Lt c Le l l an en t an a r ec onna s s n ce

rission to D ali Vi lage and Lababia ls and for the purpose of study ng the

terrai ..... a possible missio to that area soon.........

J e 2 - Tr an s i t i on i n t he o r n i ng a nd f or mat i on f l n g i n t h e

afternoon.............
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A violent rainstorm at ni t...m ny the n who discovered that he

needed a new tent.... Lt Jones o pply is tting for a requisition

for s m ..........

Lt acLellan is acting Operations Officer vhile Lt Hawkins is on

leave..........

June 3 -T/Sgt Senward Qwbrey was promoted to the ra k of M ster Sergeant

today..........

S/Sgt Dietz and S/S t Moser ade Tech î l Sergeants..... gt d ar

Ru h was pro oted to the rank of St ff Ser ant...
Cpl Barton ot his

three stripes w i Pfo Lester Grigas got two stripes........

July 1- Lt mc oun and Lt Jones came form Brisbane today with a

plane filled with beer which was subseqently iced and sold to the Sq adron

sever.a
l days later.......

July 2- M/Sgt C uzziwas official.
ly promoted to ths ra o Warrant

Officer today,..,.

"Ship Ahog" at night with leanor PoWe11 ar.d Red Skelton...,,..,,
To ey Dorsy and band featured ,.,., _oo

d sntert i ment.....,..,

Ni ht flying...,.
Pancher and Seebsrg gi en transition..,

_

,

J ly 3- A eric ns nd Australiams slowly closing ia on the forces

at Sala ua,,.. opping up sti l co tinues in the ub area.... The P ple

area cleared f n lly of all resist nce,..,.,

12 ships o alert £or shiaping today..., Lt acLel .an goir_ on

lea e....,..,

u planes were moved to the new revetments today,., Not too

ood a move as th t area i a veritable q ag i e when it rain .... Ou

line is being bui .
t under the supervision o M/Sgt Toby Tucker.,....

. . , .
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Ju y 4- A holiday.., many of the men went over to Group to

watch the horse races...
When the 411ies took Buna they capt red a lot

of Jap horses that they had brought down from Sin apore.., They put on

a good exhibition Tor the ans...

Excellent eg s for breakfast a sin....

7 ships o alert ll day...

At 5:00 the followi g crews took off to bemb and strafe the

barges in Labu Lagoon....

44 3 McCoun Se ebe r g Mal i t o C rk
318 Rosehush Burges Ro land Burch
276 Da is, H. Nelson Bowling aronay

No barges were observ d in the lagoon... Rosebush and Davis

nabbed a bar e a t t he openi r_g of t : e .rkam Ri ve r of t he La e u ay

and sank it... The encountered A/A fire and Davis was wounded over the

left eye when his wind shield was s ot up... Nelsvn brought the plane

back to home base successf lly.., He was reco mend d for DFC for this

ob... 9 x 300 Pounders nd 7000 x .50 ammo expended...

Ju y 5- o more ships scheduled to return to Labu Laboon in

the arly mornin to tr and get the Nips when they re bri ging

supplies into L e... Lt Solomon, Lt Jo ea and Lt Davis, R, were scheduled....

Jones had mechanical trouble and never got o f and Solo on ret ed as

he never fou d Davi who had contir.ued on course tv the t rget are ....

Shoop, Thomps n and East n comprised hi crew,,.., They dropped their

bombs with nil ob er atione.....

Practice bonbing on the Gon .wreck in the morning.,..,

' •'ips on alert all day but no ission was flo n...., to get

the planes off the groun a form tion flight was flown at 5 PM.....
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"The Palm Beach Story" played at ni ht with Joel MacCrea,
Claudette Colbert nd Rudy Vale .....

Excellent comedy,.,.,
We are

getting the best ovies in Dobor-Cora these days,...,

July 6- News that awkine was hospit lized at Brisb ne with

malaria,.,., Peterson and Lockhart got back from leave today.,...

u y 7- An 8 h Squadron ship cracked up today in landing...

no one hurt...,. 11 ahips on alert all ay b t no ssion broke.....

July 8- A Air-Ground support mission in m r ing to Buigap

Creek .....it was a tough ar et as it was deep in a ra ine with to eri g

mou tai^s on each side..... Th s necessitated a stiff climb after drop-

ping the bo bs.., the crews that made this ission e listed below :

962 Aeneb Pancher Soffer (N) Dietz Mu lenhour
793 Castelli Sh ll Malito Wester an
443 Lee Meding Lu as ak Clark
692 McCoun Seeberg ?ecosk Adams{Short Ax :.

)
318 Rosebush gess Rowland Schw b
278 Rickord Nelson Lott aroney
710 Solomon Saunders Covington B tler
700 Davis, R. Shoop G rber Spies
732 Pryor L dd Piper O conner
437 McKee ucom Strom M e ott
515 Jones arringto Bowling Pere
464 Bridges R st Danes Corbi (8th Sq.

)

84 x 3 0 pounders and 1 0 x .50 cal am o, 130 x 20 am o and

300 x .30 cal a o e pended over th
.e

ta.rge
t area,,.., during the bombing

r ns, transports could be obser ed dropping supplies to our round forces

in the area,., u erou P 0's and P-38's droned overhead,.,,,

"Pride of the Yankees" played at night with Gary Cooper and

Teres Wright...., Excellent,..,,

July Fresh eggs and butter for breakfa t.., we are really

getting spoiled.....
To boot, the co fee we get these days is a whole

lot better than what we were issued in the p st....,
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Rid , ubo Area - Jul 9, 1943 - The 90th is here on a rou d -
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u gro nd forces with heav motar fir - The 90th knocked thia t.
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A mission to Bobdubi Ridge in the morning.., ground air sup-

port.....

700 Her.pbry
Wertz Seeberg S ffer( ) anovich

692 MeCou S th Pecosky A a Garber
31 Ro ebush urgess Burgess owl nd
?32 Fi her Shoop Taber Sucker
793 Lockhart Prince Lott roney
443 Wonderly Arens L kaszak Clark

38 x 300 pounders and 12000 x .50 cal a o and 60 20 m ammo

expend d in the area. ... Light martar fire encountered ...

Most men "hit the Sack" in the a ternoon,., a cool, peacefu .

rain fell and sleepi g was restf l,. ,.

"Moontide" with Ida Lupino and Jan Gabin French actor, played

at night..... Tho s itchell was in the role of the villain... an

excellently acted how ... rain fe11 throughout and the acou tics were

poor.....

July 10- Eg s and fresh butter again for breakfast.,.,.

Lt flead, at Inte7ligence, said that our trafir:g raids on the

ubo area were reparted by the 41st Division as ver successful.....

10 ships on the alert for shipping all day, loaded with 500

pounders.....

The Armament and Ordnance Depart ents are ha in a trying ordeal

these days.. .. For instances at 7P. Oper tions ray call and ardsr 500

pounders ta be l ded,..,, This order will be carried c t.,.., then at

PM t e order wil co e through f om Sth A Force to load up 300

pounders for a barge miasion.., then the Ar ament and Ordnance Depart-

ments r sh out and unload this load and lo d up a in with the new

order..... Then at 5 P Fifth Air Force will c ll Operation and tell

then to car:cell the bar e ission, that it has been given to anot er
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Squadron...... Du ing the peace and quiet of a movie that night, 5th

Air Force will call up and order all ships back oa a shippi.ng alert

in the ornin at 6 AM. ., this will mean that Engineering, A ment,

and Ornance wi have to work all night unloading this bomb load,

loading up the new load, haul the bo .:
bs to and from t e disposal area,

load all ships with extra 300 llon ta ks, rouse the gas supply n

from their ar a to pour dru of gas from the drums i to the gas t u a

a then drive them to our area and pour gas a11 night; and finally the

entire group of Engineerin ,
Ar ment, and Ordn nce will go atark,

ra ng ad when at 1 AM ths entire r ssion is called off by 5th Air Foroe

this is no exaggeration.., this happens often...
It car_no

t be helped

at the ti e because the orders come from Port Moresb,..,
and weather

aad recco obser ations m ke these "A erts" and "Sta d by" m ssions so

flexible..... ell, its ust part of this big fight we have a ainst

the Nip, and this same trouble is being experienced a11 o er the world

where advance units are receiving their orders from bases many miles

away.,....

Capt Wertz arrived from Brisbans and three months of detached

service.... Ae now is Operations Officer......

A ainy and drea y day,...,.

When the showers stopped for a pe11, the Group painter went to

work on our ships and p inted on the shark teeth and various na s...,.

M or Henebry is havi g all planes inted the sam ... that ia r garding

the shark teeth........

Capt Webster, of the 8th quadron, who was shat down this morn-

in by Zeros South of Sala us when he was on a weather rscco, was picked
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up by PT boats and is en route to home ba e now,., a11 members of

his cr w are safe except the turret g n er who was killed.,.,....

July 11- icily was ir.va
ded by our Allied Forces this morn-

in ....500,000 men invaded from the sea by barges a d destroyers...,.

ny men are growing g rdens outside their tents these days...

R dishes see to be the vegetable th t grvws best in this climate.....

At 1:30 P 11 hips which ad been on a shioping alert, were

told to take off imrediately for Sala ua .....40 barges were si hted

near Sala ua with Zero orotection operati g from the Salam a and Lae

strips....
A-20s and B- 5s from the 13th and Bth quadron also made

thi mis ion...
P 40 flew top cover ...

It was a race going up.,.

everyone wanted to get t sre before the barg s were able to make

shore aad land their sup lies ar:d troops.., the 90th arrived first

but o barges were seen...the
A-20s came in vver t e Iths us and

strafed r.
d bombed gun iastallatioas.,... A detailed search was de

of thi area and Labu Lag on, outh of Lae strip, but nil obser ations

were ade.., the 90th then proceeded to strafe and bo b the Sala a

area,,.., Castelli m de 6 pas es over the Sala us Ithsmus.,.all other

pls es ade at least on strafir_g attack there..... avy Headquarters

were bo bed and the red houses i t o the ru ay were bombed and '

destro ed...,. a a Harbour and B yem ay, reported barge hideouts,

were thoroughly strafed.., intense and accurate A/A fire as encountered

over alam a and Henebr , Wertz, Castelli, Jones, Lee, and Wonderly

received damage to their planes..... Lee had his hydraulic system

shvt out and he h d to salvo his bombs ually with a ha.m er.....

Ais gunner,
/S Lott helped im..... The ships arrived ack at home
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ba e to find that a severe tropica .rainstorm
had just passed Do ord ra

leaving it deep in rain.., the r n a; was flooded ,,, Lt Pryor blew a

tire ir_
landing and skidded off the runway .,, he made a nice recovery

and nil da age was sust ined..... Lt Fisher who came in early and

landed was almost drowned in t e water so the Tower signaled sll ahips

t o ` i- ^ f t f or an haur whi e t he Engi ee r dra i ne d t he at er . . . . .

Bec .use all planes had ade this mis ion with a high throttle setting,

as was already low,., when the Tower finally sign led the planes to

land ny pilots had as little as 5 10 gallons left in their front

t nks..... On this ission 30 500 pounder and 1500 .50 cal ammo

and 85 x 20 mm am o w s used. . he crews on this mi sion were:

962 Henebry Pancher Soffer Epperson Strom
515 Lock rt Prince Perez Bowling
946 C stelli Shull Spies Atkins
318 Wertz Seeberg Patterson Ppier
443 Pryor Ladd Clark Luk s ak
700 Jones arrington Garber anovich
732 Fisher Neu.mann

Sucker Taber
278 Lee M ding roney Lott
?93 McKee Baucom upin Tha pson
5 McCo n Smith Westerman Pecosky

Wonderly Arens Powers B tler

July 12- Eggs and butter again for breakfast.....

Allies are striking h rd at Iu d in the Solomona...ou troops

a ve de s eve ral l and i s bet we en N. da a nd Guada ca nal . . . f i er ce a i r

battles rei n there.., Both sidss losing heavily in planes.....

Camp area is deep in d from the rain of yesterday...engineers

re levelin off a road between the Orderly Room and Operations...the

Orderly Room , incident lly, is an impre sive building,,. t i corporates

the CO s office and a11 th branches of the Squadro :.....
It is about

100 x 30.....
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At night two ships went on a barge mission.....

515 Wert Neuman Pere Bovling
?1 0 Sol omon Sau ade r s Co ; on But l er

T ere as also a subm rine reported in Lae rbour but our

shipe ade ail obser ations and returned by 2 AM .,,,,

"Northwest Ra g rs" pla ed at ght... About the Mo nties,...

o l y f i . . . . .

Lt aderson, Lt Rickord and T sgt Corbitt are leaving to orrow

on de ched service,,. They will ferry B-25s between Brisbane, Towns-

ille and New Guinea.....

July 13th- FreBh eg s aad butter a ain...,,

Thre e aew of f i cer s j oi ned our r ks t oday . , , , , T ey we e Lt

Ger y, Lt Hauser and Lt ddox,....

Ao missions today and no local fl ing.,, most of u Bhip

are out or in pection or to ha e $heet met l work done on th ..,

alot of bullet holes to patch up...,.

"Bell Of Fire" with Ga Coo er and B rbara Stan aỳ p ck pl yed

at ni ht Hilarious comedy,,.,,

Jul 14- Sc mbled eggs and butter for bre kfast.,, these

meal are poiling us,....

6 shipe on a shippi g alert....,

All planes moved to revetments as word c me through t t the

Japs were planning to bomb us today.,, no sign of them...., r P 4

were hopped by Zeros at Wau this morning and we lost one,...,
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An A-?0 ught f e todsy returning from a ssion and the pilot

got it on th ground just ir.
the nick of time..... Both he and the

nner were out of it b .nr.
it stcpped rolling.....

"Ice Capades" played at ight... a repeat, but ost eve yone

turned out for it as there was so e xcellent m sic nd sk t g.....

R in fell ll night.., but vsry lightly .....

July 15- 6 ship for ation "lying in morning with Lt Fisher and

Lt Seeberg leadin ... However, two ships ne r got off due to mechanical

trouble.....

At 3 P all combat crews cslled to Operation and j ll

gave all crew the aecret infor tion that in the ne t few days 11

ships of this Squadron, 3 of the 13th and 3 of the Bth would make a

dusk a tack on R ba , hitting at the airfield and tryin to knock out

as ma of thei planes as possible...., He stressed the secrecy of this

miasion as if the Nips got any word o it, the mission would be ex-

tremel d sas ous ,..,,
We were ta refer to it as " issicn X", i

e had to t lk about it among ourselves.....

,,.,
In conjuncticn with this, M j Ha l led a 9 ship

fli ht at 5 P on a si lated raid on D bordur ,,.,. He wanted to ses

how lor_g
it would take these planes to rake a p s on the strip, make

a 180 degree turn and come back on another p ss...., as a result of this

tryout, it wa decided that one pa s at the airfields at R baul would

su fice as the 180 degr e turn was not satisfactory.,, it took too long

for a flight of B-25s to t n in farmation.., lor.? enough to allow ene

planes to t ke off from the fie .
d ..... A11 crews had expected such a

mission and thus this mission w s no su prise....,
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Cp James ens as transferred to us from Group today.,,,,

July 16- Butter and toast for breakfast,., first ti e we have

h d toast months,,,..

Comb t crews were eiven more data on the i field8 at R bau ,..,

g s consumption, r dio comp8s9, and v riv s things to do in the event

of an emergency were hashed over,,...

A couple of test hops today,,, other wise no flying,,,,,

"The Palm Beach Story" played tonight.., a repeat....,

The rain really started to co e down in buckets around 10 P .,,..

Ju v 17- Suppoaed to be "the day" for the mission on Rabaul,

but the weather was foul all day, and as the mission would not be

tarted without excellent weather and visibility, it was obv .ous
t at

the mission would be alled of ,., and it was,., lso, p ople retu ing

from Brisb ne said that they'd heard of the mi sion down there.., which

was a good ind c tion of people t lkin too ch.., its sa e to assume

that the Japs knew also and were t ki g precaution r eas res,....

Just today a Japanese 3 ton ship s s k in a position o G smata

th t we would have ha to ly over to et to b ,,.,,
This mi sion

to baul w s to have been flown at 50 feet so that the Jap rada would

not pick us up... coatemplating this, the Nips had planted a ship off

Gasma which w ld h ve radioed in our presence etc.., this is ot

kno n for sure t this is e Qafe assumption..,..

The incorrigible and fa luous Lt Colonel " appy" Gun arrived

today i a B-25g,,, this "g" series has a 75 mm c nnon and two .50s

the ship is the first i a series th t is doing away with the co-pilot

this ship of Col Gunn's had all the iastr ents and adgets on the
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pilot side and the ar our plating all concentrated there alao.,...

the B-25 of the "h" series, soon to come out will ave a 75 mm ca non,

6 .SOs, no co-pilot, armour protection en eloping the pilot, a tail

turret, and the up er turret over the na gation compartm nt..,
it

will be able to fire forward.., and a sound-proof hydra ic syste ...

a nd l a s t l v , 2000 hp e n i r.e s . . . , . "Pa ppy " nn i s he re t o t e s t t hi s

cannon and to get v rious reports rom the pilots on its operation..,..

"Pappy", who more than any single an in the Southwest P cific re ,

has contributed to the advancement o the llied a power, ha ust

returned from the IInited States where he ad given the Big Sho s at

Wright Field, Ohio, some dope on how he wanted the H-25s of the utu e

constructed....,
Pappy's first rem rk when he arri d at Dobordura w s,

el , when the hell do we leave?"...., so c one eaid, "Si , yo ust

arrived, where do y u want to go?"...,. Pappy, wit his usu l color

replied, "Lea e??...., hy you damn fool I want to go to Rab l.
I'm

here to show you young whippersnappers how to shoot the hell out of

Rabual five times a day .....
"
..,., appy was appeased some hat when he

_

was told the weather was too bad, and he went away mumbling about the

blizzards and tropical hurricanes he'd lown through his 28 yea s of

yi g...., Pappy, who has over 20000 hours chalked up w s a a y

fighter pilot in the last w r a d is one of the most accomplished

pi ots alive today,,..,

"Air Force" which, incidently,is showi g in the ew York's

R dio City for 1,33 per seat, was sho to the squadro . ree tonight,..

throu h the finagelin of Lt een... One of the best air shows to be

produced yet... All about the life of the ry Ann, a B-1? that de its.
.

debut in combat after the J ps raid on Clark Field, .nila,,,,,.,,
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July 16- Maj A ll, Group Co nder, got his pro otion to the

ra nk of Lt Col one . t o d y , , , .

J y 19- Capt Werta left for Port oresby today with 6 ships

to be readv for a big coordinated attack on the morrow against the

Madang area ,,,,,

"Stage Door Canteen" plave3 at ight,., included ia this

pars our.t cast of stars were: Ed Wynn, Merle Oberon, Benny Good n

Ta my Dorsey, Ray Ryser, Freddie artin(and ba ds), The Lunts, Gypsev

Rose Lee, Katheri e Hepburn, Xavier Cugat and band, Judith Anderson,

Count s i nd band, George ft, and a host o" other stars,,,,, One

of the tr y most entertaining hows that has been sho yet.,....,

July 20 Five ship for tion in morning.,,,, flawki arriv d

b ck from Brieb ne today ith his Cap in bars on,....., Pap y G n

t o k s om of o r pi l ot s al of t t o s how t hem t he o perat i on o t he 75

n... they tried it out on Gona wreck and everyone wa scld on the

n m edi at e l y . , . . . .

In the ir.
terim aver at Port ore by, 65 B-25s of the 9 h

Sc drvn, 38th Group were taking off for the big strike t adang and

area,.,. 3 squadrons of P-38s flew top cover..... hose of the 90th

ho were on thie big attack ere:

316 Wertz Maddo Houser( ) Shi le gennedy
727 Belbert L dd Epperson Piper
700 P ncher eumann Garber novich
793 Hosbach Ruse Wester n aught
720 S eberg P elps Coving on Fo orth
318 Roeebu h B rgess Burch R wland

Ths 90th had a desi nated tar ets the G River Bridge ust

South of dang,., the bridge as not knocked out.., all bombs fell

short or over the tar et,,, the bombs, 8-11 second delay were not doing
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.ama e that an ins ntaaeous bo•b wo ld have done on this target.,,.,

Jelso, Hilu, Jacob Island, B i Bili, Amele, Seir_, and other areas

were trafed,, n merous fires wsre st rted by th i um altit d

bo bi ng of t he 4 5 Gr ou p (a Gr oup of B- 25 f r e h f r om t he St at es )
, , , . ,

The 90th dropped 8 x 1000 pounders and us d 9150 x .50 al am o and

90 x 0 am o over the target..... Aosbach never re ached the rget

and salvoed his bo b be ore comin ho ,,.,.

After the shipa had returned to base, 6 more s ips and cre s

replaced them ana ent over to Port Moresby in preparation for another

morning raid on dar.g and are ,n..,

3 ships w re loaded at 10 for a b rge miss on to adan in

t,he morniag but this ission w a c lled off at 3 AM,.,.,

A R d Alert at 12 but ths Japs never me over,,, P-38

took off and circled high overhead,,, but to no a il.....

J y 21 - The 90t took off a ain with the 38th a d 34 th

Or pe , t e 90th target was eae rsonnel at Baumoina, Yaula and

he bridge at the Oori River....,
It w .s a succes.

l mission,,, in

addition to hitting t e tar et rea, 3 motor truc leden with l ber

'

2 boxes of suppli s9 nd an A/A g at Madang were d stroyed,.,,,,

En route to home base, j Hsnebry str fed and destro •ed a Jap Zero on

the round at the Saidor ru ay.,.,. nown n ber of eros were

att c ed by our P-36s.,, One Zero was observ d spi ning in envelopped

mes.,.53 clusters of 6 x 3 po d rags ware dropp d, 9 00 .50

ea nno e pended,,.,, Lt Fi her, leading the second fli ht never reached

e tar et as hie gasket on his right propellsr a off and hsav

cil poured out of his eng ne,., he de Doborodura successfully,,.,,
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Those o this mission were:

962 Henebr Saunders user{N) Reith tler
482 Castelli Shull Atkins Spie
4 2 Fisher Nelson I llenhour Stephens
2?8 Lockhar t di r_

I roney Lot t
443 Jor.es

Harrington Clark L as k
442 Wonderly G rry upin Valent

A navy picture showed tonight with P t O brien.., onl fair...

Ju y 22- 6 ships on readiness.........

P ppy Q n demonstr tir.g
his ?5 mm c nnon to the pilots still...

some of the boys can put a bullaeye on the Gon wreck from 4 miles off...

A 13th ship c ashed on the znway today when its nose wheel

aved in...no one hu t.., the pilot was Lt Solomon who flew his plane

back from the miesion yester y on one engine.....

"Powers Girl pl yed at night..,
the only redesming feature of

the mo ie was Carol Land a d Anne Shirley.,, hots of Maj Larner and

Lt MeCoun in the newsreels of the Bismarck Sea Battle......

July 23- A one ship weather recco in the morning... Lt McCoun,

Lt S th,
S/Sgt Clark and S/Sgt Lukaszak..... Due to he Nips a ng the

radio McCoun was anable to ansmit or receive.., resultingly, home base

thought th t trouble was afoot bec use 5 out of 7 we ther ahips this

p st week h ve failed to return fro missions.., nil sightings on this

recco and eather O.R. ..

At 12 the 9 h took to the air a ain on a barge mi sion... The

north co st of New uinea and New Brita n was to be searched.., two

ships Helbert and Wonderly didn't have extra g s tanks o they were

not able to e a out the full len th of this long mission...., t

Hanis h R rbor three barges were destroyed.., three more were destroyed

and one da aged at Cape Cretin and villages were strafed in that
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vicinity in the ho es that it wou d drive the n tives in_.anc and awsy

fram the cosatline where they had been eloing the Japs.,... At anisch

Har or, near Finchafen Capt in Wertz peeled off on a beached barge and

me in low and fa t.,, He pulled up too lat aad his right engine

it the b rge and flew off and the plane careened nto the wooded area

on the be ch and di integratsd.., it happened o fa t that nc or.e saw

it except Lt Helbert who was following hi ,,.,,
There were no sur ivors,

With Wertz went Lt Hauser, a new Navig tor with the Squ dron; Lt M. ddox,

a e pilat with three is ions u der his telt; S/S t Keith and S/S t

Kennedy two ez llent u ner ...,, This we a ad blow to the whole

Sq• ron,,, ba at ho©e base M/Sgt Sanders a the Radio Section heard

this and notified aj Henebry ..... Capt kins took over the light and

led the ships to New Britain an fa nd about 20-30 rges in Cape

Bushing... they were hidden up the tre m that rean.
ders well in o he

foothill of the mount s there..... Here, at the Itne River a d its

. ibu rie 11 were definitely sunk and r.y other dam ged..,,,

Wanderly an Helbert had to return to Dobord ra as they were low or_ gas

en route, Helbert swooped low over Jap-occupied territory an killed

25 head of fat c ttle that were graz g on the fertil grass of a val]sy

a Helbert so aptly put it, "Da it, if I can't h ve fresh meat, the

Japs won°t either"....... kins and the rest of the ship arrived

back at home base fter havir.g
b en out well over five hours.., the

P 38s sent along as top cover stuck with them thro ghout the entire

ssion.... tho e that de this mission were:
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962 Wertz addox Houser(N) geith Kennedy
515 Mc ee Gerry Johnson Foxworth
318 Rosebush Bur ee Schwab Rowland
?00 H wkin Neu n Garber no ch
?93 Hosbach Ruse P tterson Casar no
T.

O Hel b rt La dd Cov i ngt on ut l e r
?32 cLellan Shoop Ada B u rdner
442 Wo derly Medin Manpin Thompson

Capt awkins, w o has been grounded due to lari filled in

for this is ion and lived up to his already glowing reput tion ae

the "iron an" of this Squadron..... 23 x 500 pounders and 12000 x

150 al a no and 63 x 20 a o was expended on this isaion,....

This raise the barges unk b this Squadron to approxim tely 100...

quite a feat.....

Today h s been an e tremely costly and disasterous day for the

Allies... We lost 9 ships all told.., a B-25 of the 13th cr shed South

of Sala ua in the water and only two g ers su ved..... 8-26 s

shot up by Zeros over L e aad crashed at Dobordur with one u ner

kill d..... e last Capt Wertz and crew..... o P-4 were shot down .

by Zeros over Wau a P-38 was shot down over N bia on the north coast

of New Cuinea by 20 Zeros and Me-109's and two more nidentified -25 s

were shot down in the vicinity of Madang.....

" tage Door C nteen" a ain at night... still very entertaining...

Farrell has in lly got the projector working emoot ly........

July 24- A aew an joir_e
d us today... Lt William on who will

ass duties as Assistant I tel)igence under Lt Head.... Wi lia on

was or erl a nner in a B-24 and has two Zeros to his credit.....

At 4 :30 tha following cre s were awakened for a 5 AM takeoff

s ainst the en y barges that wki s and flight sighted at Cape

u hing yeste day........
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318 Henebry Sa ders Sof er(A) u ch Rowland
278 Seeberg Phelps Maroney Latt
700 Pancher Medi Garb r Ma ovi h
80 Guan McC un Powers Bowling Fox
3I6 MacLellan Neu n Shipley ali i Eva s
732 Fisher Nelson Sucker Taber
443 Jones arrington C1 k Lu szak

Th flight had trouble i assemb i g due to the darkness but

by the ti e Cape ushing was reached the ships were all prese t...

numerous rain squalls were ducked en route,,..a veritable " at race"

developed.,.,, M jor Henebry and crew got the first b rge and killed

its cre a they j mped into the water....,.light, inaccurate A/A o'

?.7 c libre vas met but quickly wiped out.. ., several tim ships

were l ost shot do n by fellow ships..... Col G n with his ?S

cannon made short work of t o barges he encountered,,,.,
Onee he

"split S ed" over a barge and aught it coming down strai ! pu 1-

ing out just in ti e to clear t e trees.., the 90th stayed o er the

a get for 45 in tes expending 80 100 pounders, 12 x 75 m ,

? v 2n y 1 400 x ,50 l, and 1000 x .30 cal am o..... On the way

home a javelin down form tian was lown just in the prob bility of

interception,,.,,

M j Henebry nd Col Gun apoke to the pilots after thi s-

sian and ae eral of the rough apots of the mission were smoothed out:

to wit, the poor assembly, poor formation lying, and the c relessne s

at the target with £i ing of ch ne ns. ...

J y 2 - aj Henebry gave he pilots a t lk on care ess y-

ing which has been so prev lent in ur Group of Iate,...,

The r oomms t e s of t e bo, s ki l l e d at er day pa cked up t he i r

belonging to be sent home to their £ami ies.., its always very sad

tc wrap up a buddies belongings,. ,. We wi11 miss thase boys a lot....
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"The shall not grow old, as we that are left grow old:

Age shall not wear them, nor the years condem .

At the going down o the aun, and the morni g,

We ill remember them"...........................

Three ships went over to Port oresby today to bring b ck

30 enlisted men stranded there after ret rning from furlou h.,,..

Several ahips te t hopp d.,. Lt MeRee demon.s
tr ted for Ordin nce the

dropping o parachut bombs.....

News that ajor M ull, roup Operations Officer,
is going

one i n t he nea r t ur e . . . , .

No movie this evenin ,., very coo and peacefu in t e area.,,

July 26- Som of the boys took in early services at the 89th

Squ dron,,, its not altogether ama ing and di fi ult to understand

that a m n goea to c urch more often in a strange land and far from

r ±han he does u der nor l circumstances......,

Maj Heneb d a t lk with the pilote this morning and mong

other things it was agreed that pilo s had not been speadi g en gh

e at their planes and with their crew chief and r.ers,., a crew

c ef that spends from 10-15 hours a day sweating over hia plane's

fr me and engin s and then never sees the pilot assigned to hi ship

(eacept for a flight), is obviously abit at loas for enthusiasm.....

as "Pappp" Gunn pointed out a long time back crew chief , the back-

bone of an aircraft, are ust as nor l as pilots and n vi a rs and

u ners in th t they too li e to "hit the s ck" and let Joe do it ....

but f a pi ot is out at his aircr ft dail lovkin it over, asking

questfona, ir_ pec
t the ship, and giving sug estions, then the crew
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chief will go to the end to ake the ship perfect in ev ry deta

for his pilot.. ., To an outsider, to one does not d rstand the

Air Corps, it is mere ly a matter of saying, "Sgt Brown, have this

ship ser ced and ready for a m ssion in t o houra.., but it goes

much deeper than that in the combat areg ... as a plane a not merely

be flying shape to su vfve theae days of 1 43.., it has got to be

100 from the spark plug to the bolts that hold the wings to the

fuselage.., when this war is over and the talk of the brilliant scores

that ou pi ots and tnners have turned in have di ed, p ople wi11

have bull-sessions in the comfortable b rracks back on meric n soil

about ho the 90th planes flew for so long and with such an ontstand-

ing record with so little en i eering replacements..... Pilots and

g nnera seem to coms and go, but the men behind the ships, the men

who watch them t ke off and wait for them to return, well.., they

seem to be here and are growing old with Sq d on and its history...

men like Capt in Valusek and Warrent O ficer Caruz i... M/S t "Toby"

Tucker... M/Sg Brooks ., of the vld school.., old army men and fine

army men and without whom the Engineerin Dept could not f nction

prop rly... S/Sgt Sumner.., another old m n ., our inspectors.,, men

holding do n a tally responsible position on the line ..
/Sgt

Joh sor_ an
d T/Sgt Gate ood,. and T/Sgt Barnes who once ad to pinch hit

the Bis rck Sea Battle and lew as Co-Pilot a ainst the p

convoy .....
These men you do not read of.. it is they who are respon-

sible for the light that e bled Lt Joe Smith, pilot, to ei k a

Jap cruiser with the subsequent loss to our enemy. , nd yet, one

re ds of Joe Sm th.., ne sees him i the movies.., one wors ips
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hi role and wants to ly a plane.., b t every pilot aad every com-

bat member of the 90th does not die te the fact that the unsu g hero

of this war today is the man who is behind the plane.., the man vho

orks in t . bu in su all day and half into the night that hi

pilot will have his plane in the sir tomorrow .....,...

Several more ships bore-sighted today ,., the ar ament section

i havi ng i t s hand f ul ]
. . . . . . . .

"For e and My G " with Judy Garland, George urphy and

newcomer Gene ge11y.., ood sic but a slow story ....,

Forgot to mention that butter (fresh was had today .., if

this keeps up we won't ment on it an more.., it will ust be routine. ..

J y 27 solini has turned i his re i ation to the .ng

f Italy .., ascism is being abolished..... Riot breaking out in

It ly,.,
A eric ubilant,.. En an is takin t in stride.,....

"Doc" S und rs worki g at the oo Room and finding trouble

e±± ng help,.... So he is doing most of the work ,., .,

A lot of the boys went to the SO Show to ight over at ome

oth r ontfit, only to find that it wa not to be ho ..........

-

.

Those that did not leave the area saw " ndom rvest" which

wa ex remely lo g and s touch on the dull side.,.., Gr er Gar on

an Ronald Coleman enlivened it somewhat.,. "Pr de of the Ya kees" was

also or_
the schedu e,.....

Forgot to mention two missions,., yesterday, the 26th, Lt

acLellan had the early mornin weather miasioa to L e and Sala ....

with him were Shoop, Maroney aad aumgardner..... This morning
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Lt Ielbert had the mission and Ladd, urch and Rowland de thi

iesion with him.., nil obser tions on either mission,..........

July 28- A barge mission ., crew were up at 3:30 AM and

had breakfast at 4 AM.., delicious scrambled eggs a d toast and

coffee.,.... Tha mis ion was a search of the barge hideoute on the

North Co st of New Bri in.....
Borgen Bay, Rottock B y, an Rein

Bay and ar as to be searched... the crews that de thia mission

we :

318 Henebry Co1 Colem n(22 d Gr) Soffer(N) Moore Dietz u ph ies
_ 727 Helbert L dd Ku ze Piper

692 McCoun Smith Ada s Baumgardner
946 MacLellan Shoop Atki s Manovich
?C Lockhart Prince Parsons Spies
515 Pancher Gerry McDermott Bowling
793 Hosbach Ruse Patterson Casarino
316 McKee Baucom Schwab Rowland
443 Seeberg Phelps Cl rk Pecosky
278 Fisher B rgess Maroney Hanght
442 Wonderly Meding Maupin Valent(tu ed back
with enginge trouble)

The coast of New Britai was reached near Arawe and the lights,

with 8 P-38 above, lew to Rottock Bay on the treetops... several

barge hideouts were discovered and for 30 minutes a round robbin

began,.... aj Henebry and Lt Helbert came upon some japs cating a

barge on the beach and let them have a few squirts of lead.., suddenly

15 Zero appeared.., the first that we knew of them was seeing 4 dive

on a P-38 who ma aged to get on their tails... a the 90th hurriedly

assembled in a protective f mation and streaked homewards, three

Zeroa wer observed to fall into the ea in f ames or out of control,

Lt McCou , who was l et to o formation, w s trai ed by 6 Zero

who ne r c me within the range of P t Ada s ns..... hen home
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• wa rea he t P- 38s l l
. e u s a nd l

.e t u s 1-n w h t t h ey s hot

do n 6 Zeros for sur snd were c ming several more as probables....

The task had r.ot been completed at New Britian so a new is-

sion was hurriedly arranged by Group...., up did the briefing also...

16 B-25s fram the 3d Group with 24 P-38s top cover..... The 90th wa ld

send but 7 s ips.., all that were in com ssion..... Col ll wo ld

ead. ., ru o.rs
that a 1ip convoy was enroute along the North Coast

of New Britain in the vicir_ity of Cape Gloucester.., tho e of the

90th scheduled were:

318 Henebry Ladd Moore Diet2
793 Wonderly Medi g Sucker Taber
7 Jones Shull Epperson Valent

3I6 awk ns Ne n ampson Butler Williamson(Intel)
46 MacLellan Shoop Covin ton licki

443 Fisher B gess Clark Pecosky
808 Gunn elbe t Powers 5trom

This mission which was to hit the south coast of New Britain

and then proceed due North around C pe Glouccester, ran into poor

veather and the P-38s t rned back.....
In the vicinit of Cape Glou-

cester two Jap nese d $troyers were discovered.....
I mediately all

planes got in an echelon of elements, waited their tu , a d went in...,

A/A was intense but inaccurate aq o altitude... the planes, equipped

for a barge mission (100 pound bombs) could not do too much with t is

oad.., but m erous direct hits were scored and the destroyers were

stoppe and crippled and left in a burni g cor.dition..... Col Gu r:

poured 35 ro nde of 75 mm nto the large. of the two destroyers,

which looked like a light cruiser with its one funnel..... Aenebry,

:aw ns nd MacLellan scored several direct hits..... En route home,

which was in scattsred for ation, Zeros wh ch had been buz in
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around the destroyer but had not attempted interception disappears

at Cape Glouce ter, Henebry ob erved a Jap twin-tailed bo be

f rst belisved a traasport), going to land on the trig.,, He

gav it sever l squirt with his, ,50s,,, Col Ctnn and seqeral other

planes foliowed suit....,
"Fapp " aid he p t a ?5 mm shell between a

bu ch o Nips r nnir.g
from the plane (this was fter it d la ded,

obviously),..., the A A fire•.
fro the ru ay was severe,., the plane

w d fin tely put out of co ission and it was burning...,,
A e ce -

lent record for the 90th books,.,., Today: 8 barges destroyed,
2 destroyers damaged nd one bomber de

stro ed.....,.. ...

Pfc rvi H. Sabl joined the Squ dron today,,,,
Lt• nsom

wa; tran ferred to Group Operations,.,,,.

S Covington, it as discovered, shot down a Zero this after

roon , it came i close and Covi.gtor.let hi ha it,,,,, Sgt alicki

bserved it smoking and then alling into the water,,, so this makes

jhe e•ord e en better, ,,. 8 bar es9 2 des+royer , one bomber and

one ursuit.,,...

"Chi a Girl" vith Gene Tierney at night.,, excellent„ a

eritable deluge c during th sho and cor_
ti ued throughout the

night ,, everyons suf ered by this ra nstorm to some e tent.., camp

f
.
loo ed.,, ve coo .,,,.,

Ju y 29- barge mission... 8 B 26s 16 B-25 of the 3d, with

18 P-38s.., Co1 Ha11 leading,.,,, 3 ship8 from the h m de this,,.
They were

316 Hosbach use B rch Rowla d
42 Seebery Ge Maupin Thompson
692 McCou S ith Ad s um rdner
808 G n Jones Powers Strom
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On st r a nded des r o er a s di s co er ed of f C pe Gl ouces t er

and aI planes forgot abcut the bar e missio and went in for he

attack .. A/A fram the crippled and beached estroyer was intense

and ac urate at first.., than it died out.., a l ths 90th ships

acored direct hits.. .. MeCou s plane suffered two hits by anti-

aircr t fire .. P t Adam and S t Bau g rdner had narrow escapes

when scrap :el entersd the side and issed them bq nches...
McCou 's

pl a n e s uf f er d t u " r e r i dd l d a nd one gun pu t ou t of cor. i s s i on . . ,

the dsstrcyer wa left a a land rk > , th t is all it will ev r be

good for..., the superstr Cture was wiped off and the ship broke in

ha f just as the 3d 1®ft th6 area.. big explosions and dense, black

smake was observed,..>.
The bargs c ssicn se rch wa never cont ued

and all planes edistel retu ned to ho:e base...., This constitut d

nothsr success for the 90th.......,

"Pride of the Yankses" at night . an ther olent rainstarm ..

and the first thundar and lightenir_g we have seen in a long ti e...

en it rai s arou d her it, is no h lf matter.., tents are eoaked thru

nd nothing see s to k p some a ount of water seeping throu h some-

where........

T e t i l s i t ua t i or. i s ex cel l ent t h s e daq s . . , i r e r ka bl e

how one can get a letter from the East Coast i 10 days.. It st be

flown to Frisco and then to ustrali then to New Cuinea t Port

Moresbq and finally to Dobordura... ut sti119 10 da s is fast. ,

Outg ing m il doss not tra el quite as fast. ... "Y Mail" is encouraged,

but most people use theair m il letters>., one can rite more and it
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doe n't seem quite as p blic, tho' Lord knows, probably it is read

by the cen ors dozens of times before it ea hes its fi al destination...

J ul 3 A ra i ny morning . . , n ar e ak i ng a s h t ray s out

of 75 mn shelle expended by Lt Col G 's "Little Fox"........

Lt Lee got back from leave this orning with a new p ppy

g fOR terrier,,.. 6 wesks old and it acted it......

T/5gt Aubrey and a sistants busy all mornin patch ng up

692 which was riddled yesterd y,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

"Pittsb rg" at n ght ith arlele Dietrich, R ndolph Scott

and John Wa ne,,. rop nda lore.., it obviously did not succeed

in its a a the miners are still on stri e i the Bi Coa City

at this moment,,. John L, Lewia presiding..,....
General Doolittle and boys pau ding Rome from bases n Sicily.,.

the Ities are cr ing l e ad about it,..., Mentioning Doolittls's

ame it brings back to this dep rt ent the realization that he is an

ld 9 th n.,, to delve into history, and we a,uo
te, "On Sept 2, 1Q22,

Lieut James Doolittle of he 90th le from Jacksonvills, F a, to

San Die o Cal alone in twent -one hours and twent: Y i t .
t e s , s t op-

p ng en route at ge11y Fiald"....,.,
Such missions s this during

peace ti , together wit the daily round of more pro ic and rout

duties, go to ke u the duties of the 90th f ier of the past.,,.,

Dobordura is a gre t place for reading and most all n are

takin advatage of the library over at Su ply....,
T/Sgt John Davis

and S t Tony Se sr are do g a great ob ith the little they h ve

. ,
(Incidently, Ton is lad ho c ts the ha for the a ds i the

Squs:dron .,., Of a ra ,y night most of the men a e der their

T IS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E J 12958



T IS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E 129

335

mo quito netting reading..,.. any the t
.me a man will read, then reread

uch advertisements as is given below ,., it makes a man thi k of hom .,,.

It makes some men bitter, some unhappy, some very thoughtful, while

others will never give it a thought,., here it is........

"I know you will come back to me,., I ve never doubted t at9
ever...

And when you do come back, you will find, just asyou le t them,
e er thir.g y ur lett rs tell me you hald dear...

I w 1 be wearing t ®
ame blue dress I wore the day you went away. .

And on y ar the silver
b celet you gave me last April on our anniversary,,,, And, aiting for
you , th© children will b irst to hear the sound of your step on the
walk.., and the quick way that you, and only you open and shut the old
vhite g te.....

How they will n to greet you,
far out-racing y own

swift step, meeting you with shouts and lau hter, before I have even
reached the door ........ Inside in the living room, you'll find your
easy c air, your footstool and your slippers, just as hey always were
each night before vou went t war..... hen you come back to me, you
will f nd nothin changed... Those at home promise that,,. Here in your
town, your children are sti11 free to sleep and laugh and p1ay.., sti l
free to look to the sky, clear-eyed and unafraid,..,. O r house still
stands, white and lovely as it always was, and do n the street the ples
march strai ht and tall, unwithered by the heat of war... And every
Sunday, teeple bells still ring and in our church we still sing hy s
to God.....

I've t ld the children, and I tell self, this ia wh t
you're fi hting for !...... These are the big and little things worth
waiting for..,,, The things that ake our livas worth livin , that ma.ethis war worth winnin ,,.,,

We are so proud of you,..,, Proud th t
re making sure thgt hate and greed and t ranny will ne er rise to

threaten us again... And we are so proud to ake our o sacrifices,knowing that they will help ta bri g y u back to us ooner, ,.. Back hom
to the same to n, to the same job you li ed so uch.., to the s e
®merica we have al ays know and loved,,, where you can work and plan
and build.., where together we can do the things we ve al ays dream d
of,., where we and our children are free to ake our lives what we a t
them to be.., where there are no limits to any n's, or any woman's or
an child s opportunity ..,.. You've said, "Thats the erica I want when
I come back,., don't change that, ever,,, don't let anyone ts per with
a way of living that works so well".. .., n v r fear, Darling, that
the w y we al1 want it . ... ver thing will be here, just as you left
it, just as you want it..., when you come back to me !.......,"

Well, that is a pretty ni ty piece of advertisement,., but to

one in the jungles of New G inea it does not do the work l e it should

its hard here to realize that they are cn king sacrifices at home when

you read of stri e , and that the nieht clubs never did so well,
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and t someone else is takin your girl out...., but to one with fore-

sigh ar_
d intelli ence, its obvious th t worry and disc ntent will not

help at all......
Well, by the tim tap (they are not blown here, but

I refer to 10:30 ) have arrived sleep, that healer of all wou ds of

the soul, brushes aw y a11 the gloom of the night and the daylight f nds

a new day and a somewhat happier an..........

July 31- A 7 plane b rge mission led b Lt Fisher.., the A-20s

made the trip with us.., we had no pursuit,.. Fisher's orders were to

stay out of all poor weather and if New Britain was under a cle r sk

to t rn back... D to Iack of any pursuit coverage, it was not deemed

necesary to take the risk of sendir_ our ships out into clear weather....

ho ever, if the weather was limited to a 2-3 00 foot celing then all

was in order...... Fisher's and flight found a ceiling of 2000 eet

ovsr C pe Gloucester...... The target, Borgen B y, l y dead ahead....

A/A from the Cape Gloucester r way was modsrate as to intensi y , b t

accurate as to altitu e...
At Borgen Bay the 90th knocked out 6 barges

while the A-20s did awaq with 5..... A succes ful ission... 18,000 X

.50 a o was expended.., the destroyer that t e 3d Group h d knocked out

he pre ious day as still on the reef.., and, as was obvious, never

woul float a in ..... On this mission were the following crews and ships:

732 Fisher Bu gess R nsom(N) Dickenson Taber
692 Lee S th Ada s Baumgardner
10 Solo on M ding Sampson Fo worth
727 Helbert Ladd Epperson Piper
316 Jones Saunders Moore Dietz
318 McRee ucom B rch Rowla d
442 Wor.dsrly

Shoop Kunze alent

Lt Solomon and Lt McKee 1ed the other two lights an th s mission
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R ined all morning..... gt gee was scldering barrels for the

ess hall all morning.,... S/Sgt J m Latt concocted a new idea for washing

mess kits af.
ter al and gee was putting his idea into a tangible form

hile down at Operations,
T/Sgt Sher an and S/S t Archibald, the

brai s of facts and fi res thee, have compiled a new and more accu ate

system of keeping check on the missions flown by all combat crews.....

' Here are a list, a of today, of the missions flowa by the officsrs of

this ur.
it,..., the Enlisted-men record is not ready as yet......

H nebry ........,63 Howe,.....36
Davis, H....,..

12 Gerry...,..4
Hawk ns.........58

Helbert,..33
Pancher..,,.,..ll

Phelps.....3
McCoun....,.....5

2 Lee.......30 Seeberg..,,. ..10
isher..........47

Rickord,..25 anderson....,. 8 NA IGATO S
Castelli........42

Jones.,,.,
23 Shull.,......,.

8
Solo on,..,..,.,41

Rosebush..21 Ru e........... 7 R nsom......34
Lockhart........40

Saunders..18 Prince...,..,.. 7 Soffer......15
M cLellan.......38 elson....15 Harrington..... 7
Pryor...........

37 edi g,...15
Arens.......... ?

Mcgee.....,.....
37 Burgess...

12 Baucom....,.,.. 6
Hosbach..,......37 Ladd..,...1

2 Neumann.. ...., 6
Wonderly ........36

Shoop.,...12 S th.,,,..,... 6

Smith and e unan, former pursuit pilots, each have over 70 missions

in that type sircraft, but this list is mis ions lown with B-25,.....

At night many took ad antage of the Special Services Show out on

thr r ay.....
It was called the "50-50" how by virtue of the cast

being selecte from both the Americ n and Australian forces.,...
An

excellent show and as good as one might expect to see back i the atates

the fem le cast wa de up of inen who played their part to perfection,..

in fa t, they did extre l.ey well ., one big negro threw his hips about

in uch a sug estive manner that the moan and groans of the negro

audience almost overshad wed the rchestra in volu e.,....
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It is observed that "Third Strike", 3d At ck news orgsn, featu ed

one of our boys in its copy of this day,,,,, Kenn th R dlein, t states,

i s one of s i x boys i r. hi s f ami l
,g

i n t he s e r i cs . . . As t he p pe r s t a t e s ,

"That, certainly, is a ighting erican amily"...., and truly it is,...

August 1- A ne morth,., and it is started off with a ba when

Maj Aer.ebr declares a holida ,,... "Sack ti e" is the favorite sport

for most of the G,
I.s.....

T e Officers worked all day on their new club in prep ration

for a T esday opening,...... i
This De rtmsnt spent ometi taday in looking up some o the

history of this Squadron,., its extremely interesting,.,
here are a few

pertinent facts abaut our Squadron.., case ,you
don't k ow ,....

The 80t S uadroa is o ficially credited with ringing down seven

Germaa airplanes in the last war, and the 8th and 13th brought do n

six each.......

he o fiaial i signia of the 90th attac Squadron is a pair of

cocked-dice show ng "sevens".,,
This insi nia was painted on the u per nd

lower wir_ and on the fusela of each lan and were soon reco nizedg P g

and rsmembered by all who saw them on the Western F ont in World War I, ...

The nickname the "Pair-O-Dice" qu dron was given to the Ninetieth by

the forty-second Division doughboy d ring ths St. ihiel drive.,....

The 90th quadron was originated at Relly Fi ld, Texas u ust 20,
.:

1917, under the com ad of First Lieut W1111am H. Y. ackett

Sent to Mi eolg L.I. Sept 2, 1917, then to Liverpool, England,Nov 10 , 191 7 ,Inspected by General Pershing, Feb 16, 1918,Assi d to Fir t Carps Obser ation, A,E ,F , April 20, 1918.Served with 4th A Corps from July, 1918 to Sept 21, 1918.
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Assigned to 1st Ar y Corps Observ tion roup, Nov 30, 1918.
Demobilized at lst Air Depot, Dec 22, 1918.
Returned to U.S.

A
. Feb 2, 1 19. E isted men discharged nd

Squadron sent to Relly Field, Texas. Here new recr its were received
and the Squadron filled out.

Attached to lst Sur eillance Group, Aug 13, 1919. Hal was sent
to E gle Pass, Texas, the other half to Sanderson, Texas.

Squ dron as ordered back to Relly Field, June 30, 2921.Desig ted 9 h Attack SQU dron, Hq Relly Field, Texas, Sept 13, 19 1.Sept 13, 1921, was equippe with l ge triplanes called GAX.
90th was reduced to 30 nlisted men, June 27, 1924.
Ordered to Fort Crockett, Texa , J ly 1, 1926.
3rd Attack Gr orderad to Barksdale Fisld, La, Feb 27, 1935.
Aug 2, 1939, participated in flight demons tions at Wright Field.
Sept 15, 1939, the 90th Bomb S

_
(Light} was organized at Barks-

d le Field, L .
Oct 6, 1 40 ordered to Sa nnah Army Air Base, Ga.
Se t 1 41, participated in Louisanna neuvers.

A quiet evening.... no movies ..... rained all .n
ight........

Aug 2- The 89th lost their secor.
d hip of t e we k today., h draulic

trouble .....no one hurt,.....

The Roo oom nearin completion.., however, in some wierd and

unexplanable ma ner, the keg of beer that the Officers were to have for

their big party on the morrow completely drained out in the ice box.....

We got t o new ships today and another co r$ over from Group

tomorrow ....., alowly but surely we are gettir.g rid af our ald ships and

getting them replaced by new ones..,. We shall have 19 all told v ry

hortly......

"It A'int gy" played at night. .. Abbott and Costello...pro-

ection trouble a ain but we finally got to see the show through.....

Aug 3- T Roo Room opened with a great splash toni ht... n hand

this la affair were Col H ll, Maj Hood, j Gillmare, M j Clark, members

of v rious pur uit units on the field, and men from the 13th, 89th, and

8th 5q dro in the Group..... Lt Queen arranged throu h Australian
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chanr_e
ls for the entertainment to include th® highly publici ed "50-50"

sho wh ch as shown and recei ed in splendid fashion...., A 16 pfece

band, 17 acts, and a fe ale st that brought the hou e do , so to speak,

were the high lig ta of the e ning.., the fe ale cast, incidently, we e

composed of n who pla ed thei part to perfection... i fact, it m de

some of u sc atch o heads.., a l mited quanity of beer, a good aupply

of um and gin, and some whiske pre aile throughout the evening.....

Au 4- A mission to Fi chafen a d New Britain.., still the concen-

tration on Nip b rges.., those to make thi trip weres

316 Hawkin Ne n So fer Moore Dietz
700 Solomon di ili i Atk s Millsr •

46 P n cher G r 0 Conne r Spi e s
793 Hosbach Ru e Patterson Casari o
692 MeCoun Smith Adam umgardner
727 Pr or Shu l KunZe Pipsr
2?8 cLellan Shoop Maroney au ht
31B McKse B ucom Schwab Rowla d, R.442 Lockhart Prince Wester n Valent C ruzzi

There we e nil si htirgs at ange y, Cape B hin$ or Borgen

v....
300 X .50 c a o and 3 X 300 pound bombs were expended t a

possible a m niti n an fuel du p with nil obser ations of results.,...
A 5- The 13th ade a coordi ated attack on dang today with

the 38th Group... Zeros hopped the whole lot and there was much excitement

One ship from t e 38th roup was lost when it sheared its wing off a ainst

another plane while neu ering into for ation......

A PBY Na l P trol bo t (flying boat) ia assigned to this Base

now ...... In the futu e, if a plane goe down in the w ter thi fl ing

bo3t will be notified and it will come immediately to the resc e... a

a com orting thought......
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Aug 6- A cloudy and rainy day.., c "sack ti e" for those not

on detail.....

T/S H. P. Barnes was as i ned to G oup today... Baraes bad

"Chatterbox" until it cr shed.....
He also flew co-pilot on this ship

on the Bismarck Sea Battle.......

T/S M.
J. Cutrier was assigned to the 90th from G oup......

Cutrier ill be re embered for the excellent painting he did on aur

planes.., ast of the names and pictures th t adorn our strafers were

the product of t is Tech Sg .-
T/S "Shorty" Chesson Group Inspector, is to be seen quite often

these davs on our line ar.d at our E gineering Section..,...

Form tion fl ing i the afternoon........

A new order from General a rthur's Headqu rters states that no

m n, other than co b t personr_e
1 and those not fit for duty, w l be

retu ned to the States for the duration of the w ..... It states that

the reason for this is lack of space on ships.....
This order hit many

men between the eyes insofar as-many have been over in this glor ous land

of the abundant for well ni h two s rs.....g Y

Ai Force" a d "Sta e Door Canteen" played at i ht and were

repeats.... Most of us could aee the latter se ral more ti es.., a

rare piece of entertainment....

Cool rai falling all night.., excellent climate for leep...

Aug 7- Fresh eggs and butter.......

7 ship formation in the morning,.. tragedy came .., thi

ti e Lt Castelli i 946, " rgaret", flew too low and hit the ater...

His crew, Lt Phelps(CP , Sgt Atkins(G), and Pfc Spies(RG) were ll killed
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in&ta t y..,... t ins body was recovered.., the rest went do n with the

plane .n
300 fatho of water 2 miles Due E st of the u a Airfield...

This waa a bad blow as crew was particul rly well-liked by all mem-

bers of the Sq drons.........

News that the 8th Squ dran was umped by Ze os ir the v cinfty

of Borgen Bay today... The Nip Air Foree ise re el active these days,,,

Lord knows where they get the planes from as we seem to shoot down all

they have.....

Movi s in the ess all at night... They were P-38 pictures of the

art of "Zero Hunti g".... taken from the nose ca eras the entire fight can
,

been seen when a Lightning opens fire on the ene y.,. One Zero i this

film was a stubbvrn fellow.,,
C lled Wewak Wi 1y", this Zero out n-

eu ered the be t of so e 18 p sses by P-38s and made it to Wewak even

tho' the ch se sxtended from Lae to M dang.,...

Aug 8- The 13th and 90th made a coordinated mission to New Britain

today .... 12 B-25s with 17 P-38s top cover...., due to b d wsather the

enti e flight turned bac befor reachir_g
N
,
B. Hosbach(316), Helbert(?2 )

,

Wo derl 10 Fisher 732 and Ca t Reed 5th 692 m de this triy )
,

) P ( ) p.....

Lt Pancher developed engine trouble on takeoff and cut his throttle at

the end of the ru ay and ust n ged to bring it to a top before hit-

ting n A/A re etment.........

Pvt Atkins b ried with f l ilitar honor today in the B a

Cemetry.......

Chaplain James conducted his chapel eervices at Group at nfght...

a large representation of the four Squadrons were on hand,., Day is Dying

ir_ the West", "Ther 's a Dear end precious Bookn, Loves De ine, ll Lo s
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Excelli g", an3 "Sta d IIp, St nd Op or Jesus" were su g,.....,...

Aug 9- 6 crews elerted at 6 A for a b rge mission but it never •

terialized ti 1:30 P
..., it wo d be P oto bar e mission.,..

pict e would be t ker_ o
f the Northern Coast of Ne Britain and t e res

round Finchafen,
New inea,,,, B-17 photo ship wou .

d ly i this for-

tion..., 18 P-38a top cover,,.,
hose on the trip:

318 awkins Ne m nn n o® Burch Rowla d S t Ro rs 3 Gp
692 Lockhart P i c® Adams Ba g rdner
316 sebush B gess oore Dietz Sg Campbell 5A Berube 3 p278 cLellan Shoop Bog Thompson
710 Seebe r g Sm t h Shi pl ey 1 i cki
72? Pancher Gerry Epperson Piper

Lt Pancher had to t rn back with the 8-17 in the ci ity of

F chafena he was n ble to transfer gas, and this was the ompletion o

the B-17s photo work.,, the rest of the flight wit the P-38e high over-

hea kept on to ards Cape Gloucester,,..,
If the P-38s saw any Zeros on

the r rav at this airstrip they were to notify Hawkins who would lead

the 90th in abreast....
N obser tions there.,, however, ground,

A A

op ned up on the P-38s and were fairly close with Forfors..,.., The destroy-

er th t the 90th d helped sink two weeks b ck was sti l on the reefs..,,
Hawk ns put his flights in tr and led the way up the co st lookin

-

g

for b rge hideouts.., in the vicir.
ity of Borgen B y 8 hiddea grou d A/

onened up on H wki s and cau ht h m squ rely i the initial bu t,.,
He threw is ship irto a partial chandelle and went in with u s firi g....

the rest of the formation followed g t.... Rosebush and a Lellan both

picked up many holes on their first p ss.., each ahip released 300 po de s

that were seen to'fall th target... 5 barg s on the beach were str fed

thoroughl .... On Lockhart's third p ss the guns were ileneed,,,, I

the interim Hawkins cou d be heard over the radio,., he was in trouble.,,
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he was full of ho es, his radio v er, Rowland was wounded i the leg,

and he was afraid he h d to set his pla e i the sea as his left engine

wa smoking and his ri ht eng ne had last most of its oil pre s e....

However, .w
kins, with his usu l coolness managed to bring his ship bac

to home base.... Rar.som and Burch ad i istered first aid to Rowland

who was not a bad st te..... urch eays the first thing that Row].an
d

said after he got his wound(i his left calf), "Well, now I may get a

leave"....... urch also mentioned that the Group Photog apher who flew

in this ship had been sking for magazines to read er.route to the target

,...., but on the way ome it was a di ' rer_
t stor and he was mighty

white..... his ship ,3
18y was shot u so badly that it had to be t ned

over to B se for a complete overhaul....
There were 38 different holes

fn the ship......
Several narr lp missed Burch in the upper t ret and

one went th u the navigation seat, but fortun tely for naom, he was

not sitting at the time.... o ain ap rs in the right wing were s ot

away9 the left gas tank was blow open, the hydra ic li es were partly

cut, the r ght engins oi1 line was p rtly disabledy the bo b bay w s

riddled and the ers compartment was a sieve...... A a ro riatePP P

name for this ship should have been ive m n and a prayer"........

'Andy Hardy's Double L e" at night.,.. a newco r to the screen

appeared this film along with An R therford and she stole the h r....

A g 10 On intenance and Train g today.... Lt cLellan,

Acting Operations Officer sched ed two test hops and th t constituted

the flying for the day..,.
Sheet metal work being done on ost of th

shipa..., it appe rs th t all the 9 th shipa yeaterd y that were on the

mission yeaterday were hot up to some e ent.........
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The Enlisted Men are worki g on the r Club..., The base e b en

laid an the sid s will be going up very shartly......

16 listed persoa el to go to y in several days for a re t,..

Lt McCoun, Lt Sm th and T/Sgt Lee to elieve R ndergon and Rickord

an the Ferry r a in the orrow ,.., this F y is t en Bris e

and Port Moresby.....

A cool eveni g.,., na movies tonight.,, very quiet around the c mp

area ......

Interesti to note t at Italy i owl f llicg to pieces...

The nevs is good on all fronts,....
In this th atre U

,
S
, destroyers con

_

-

voyed so e troops to a position South of Salam .... This is the first

ti e the II
.
S
,
N v has bee i these waters,,....,

A 1 1- At t he earl y hour of 6 :10 . M. , Zt Pry or t ook of f an

weat er recco off the west coast o New Britian, erew consisted of Lt.

S u l, co-pilot, S t Bowling and Corp Perez g era. L ter in the morn-

in L•t. cLellan,
F 0 hoop,

Tech S t S son, S/Sgt Butler and Sgt Roy

(Gp Hq) a ried out a photographic mission.., results un tis actor due

to bad weather. .

Aug 12- All q iet today., No Movie tonight......
Aug 13- L

.
Lockhart departed toda for Sidney to take over the

duties of Operations O ficer of scott Field., Lta Seeberg and Panoher

received promotion orders today Captains as o the 7th. Lt Davis promoted

to 1 t Lt, on same crder.

Aug 14 12 of our ai craft, including 3 attached rom the 13th

dropped 31 X 30 lb bombs on barges and build n a at Stettin B and

Rein B y,
New Britt i , result in the destruction of seven b rges,
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the damage of others and a di ect hit on a building. A to al of 6600 rounda

of .5
0 caliber amr nition wereused in st fing. hen Capt Seeberg's

ship flew into bomb blast which shatter d the nop and left a 6 inch

piece of wood in the left ea ine rai cover, Lt Gerry, t e co-p ot was

injured about.
the fac by the hattered glass. Fortunately his a es

were not touched....
Lts Smith and Ne n promoted to lst Lt......

Crews for the i sion as follow

PI LOT CO- P LOT G N ER

Capt.
H wkins Lt Neu an T/S Sampson S/Sgt tler

- Lt Soloman Lt B ucom Sgt Co ington Sgt M icki
Lt Jcne F/0 Harrin ton P McDermott Pvt Pecosk
Lt Hosback F/0 Ruse T/S attereon S/Sgt Casari o
Lt Helbert F/0 Ladd Sgt tullenhour Pvt Stepheas
Lt Lee Lt S l Corp Perez S t Bowling
Lt dLellan F/0 Shoop Pfc roney Corp aught
Lt Fis er Lt u gess S/S t Dickenson S/Sgt Foxworth
Capt Seeberg Lt Gerr S/Sgt Powers P t Valent

A g 15- Word received from Sidney that Lt Nelson had been a3mitted

to the hoapit l for Appendicitis. , lst t Fortner appointed Tech S ...

Tech S Si pson ap o ted lst Sgt..,. Martim r prob bly the oldest B 25

i this area as taken off combat status and returned to the mai land,

A M e isted n Sug 16 ore nl promotio s.., s Covin ton end Malicki

appo nt d S/S t,., Corps Pere$, Haught and Piper appoi ted Sgt,,, P ts

lcl Stephens, Adams and Wester an also appointed Sgt .. All combat p rso el

of the organization left for Moresby to pull mission or so rom there...

Must be a big deal....
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Au u t 17- Op rating from Port Moresby, ? o our long range

planes p rticip ted in tbe raid on Wewak Airdrome and wre ed at least

7 a planea and severly damaged about 8 others, ostly all bombers„

177 x 23 lb f g bombs and 6000 .50 caliber lug thoroughl straffed

the planes a d personnel ....
None of our ships were da ed... he

cr ews cons i s t d of :

PI LOT CO- PILOT GU T R I O G N R
Capt vkina Lt Neum n TSgt Sampson S t tler
Capt Pancher Lt Gerry Corp Pe z Sgt B wling
Lt Davis, R. . F/0 Monroe(89th} gt Powers P Valent
Lt MacLellan F/0 Shoop Sgt Johnson SSgt Lott
Lt Solo an Lt Sa nder S gt upin SSgt Malick _i
Lt Rickord Lt nderson gt Clark S t Thompson
Capt Reed Lt Shull Pvt M er ott P t Pecask

Capt Reed, one of ou former operations officers, was borrowed from

Fi f t h Ai r For e due t o t he s hor a ge of Pi l ot s . . , .

Aug st 18 Still operating rom lloreeby at 6:45 A eight planes

sft to hit shipping in the Wewak Harbor, but adverse weather cor.
ditions

t rned Lt Hosbach b ck and me h nic l diffic lties kept Lt cLellan

from reachi g he tar et....
Poor vieibilit limited the effentiveness

of the attack ... Two dire t hits were scored on lar e Sug r Ch rlie

setti^g t on f e, and it w s last seer.
1isting badly. Smoke poured

from a Fox Tare Dog as a result of a strafing r . Alth ugh other

vessels vere at cked results were nobserv d. In all, 17 x 500 po d

bombs and 5500 g .50 cal. am o ere expended. The follow ng crews par-

ticipated in the etrike.

ar Henebry Lt 9hu11 P c aroney SSgt Lott
Lt Soffer Na ator

Lt Helb rt F/0 Ladd Sgt K n e Sgt P1per
Lt Jones F/0 H rrington Sgt We ter n Sgt ught
Lt Mc Ree Lt B ncom P cDer ott P t Pecoak
Lt Rickord Lt Neum .n

SSgt Power SS t Stro
Lt Rosebush F/0 Ruse Corp Sch ab SS t Fox orth
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Au st 24- Lt Rulin, a member of the 90th since Sa nah, tr n-
._ -

sferred to AC Un ssigned and returned to the inlan for hospitilization

Sgt Si pson lled for so tball players to form teams to ntersquadron

aompetit an

August 25- Today the mission as a hipping strike at an8a

B y, Krempring Aarbor and E te Friedrick Harbor 1500 ton freighter,

a lug er, and ny b rges were sunk , Several other luggers and bargss

were su k Several other luggers b rges ware d m ged and a fuel

dump aet afire, 33 x 500 lb bomba nd about 12 000 rounds of ,50 c l

am niton were expended lthough Lt Rickord's top turret was ahot

off, the u.nner
Sgt Power was u in ured, b t when a bullet et ack

Lt Rosebush's top turret9 Sgt C1ark as slightly ound d i the face

The orews con isted of

PI LOT CO- P LO? GU R RA I O G I R

or Henebry Lt Saunder SSgt oore T gt Deitz
Capt Seebert F/0 arrington Sgt llenhour Sgt Stephenaon
Capt Pancher Lt Gerr Co p Schwab SSgt Fox orth
Lt Ma Lellan F/0 Shoop SSgt .upin

SSgt Thompson
Lt sebush Lt Shull SSgt Clark SSgt L szak
Lt Pryor F/0 Ruae Pfc roney SSgt Lott

_ Lt c ee Lt Baucam P t McDer ott P t Pekosky
Lt Davis F/0 Prince TSgt S cnpson SSgt B tler
Lt Rickord /0 L dd Sgt Powers SSg Strom

Aug st 25- Fo new enlisted men assi ed today ,, They were

SSgt Spitzer, S t Dren on Corps N dine and 0lthoff all were assi ned

to E gineeri g Work began today on the softball diamond should be

playin in a fe d ys

Au uat 26- First Red Alert for so e t me tonight--alsa one of

the longest alerts o record in this theatre- 2 hours and S5 minutes
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Au ust 27- 8 En isted m n departed today for a 10 day rest leave

in ckay-- Sgt Nicholson a member of the 90th for the past 8 years,

was tra sferred to Hq and Hq Squadron, Fifth Air Force, Bri bane today-

Sgt Nicholson has performed nearly every duty in the entire vr anization

except that of line chief

u st 28 Mission today -target was el du ps,
/A positions

and shippi g at Hansa Bay nd bar as at Hokka 9 planes rticipated

nd the results were very satisfactory--one lugger and a barge destroyed,

3 l g ers and two barges badly daraged, d ®ct hit obser ed on a ware-

house hits vn A/ positions and large fires st rted i a uel dump

sible for 60 miles---69 300 lb bombs and 15,000 rounds of ,50 l

a ni t i on wer e ex pended - - - 3 of our pl ane s wer e hi t by / A f i r but

no c sulties resulted The following crewa participated

PILOT CO-PILOT GUNNER RADIO G NN R

a pt fl awki ns Lt Neu n Sgt Di ver s SSgt But l e r
Lt Soffer Navi ator

Capt Seeberg Lt Baucom Sgt len o r Sgt S ephe
Capt Pancher Lt Gerry Cpl Perez Sgt Bowling
Lt cLellan F/0 Shoop SSgt Boggs SS t Casarino
Lt Helbert F/0 L dd SSgt gunae Sgt Piper
Lt Jones F/0 Harrington Pvt 0'Con er S gt Lu sk
Lt Solom n Lt Sa nders Sgt Johnson SSgt Lott
Lt Davis F/0 Prince SSgt Powers SSgt Strom
Lt Randerson F/0 Ruse P t Mc ermott Pvt Pecosky

Augu t 29- Sunday nd the irst Sq dron oliday in aome time

e rything very qufet and ever one enj yed themselves ver ch visiti g

the battle fields and beaches at Bu a and Sanananda „ ,

August 30 Another mi ion today--- t Solomon Cr cked up on his

take off when F/0 Ladd pulled up the whe ls too quick but not to be left

behind he im ediately crawled out of the wrecked airplane and took the

spare ship and was only seconds behi d the flight Crews that p rti pated

were
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P LOT CO-PILOT N R R DIO G N R
ajor H nebry Lt 5aur.

ders SSgt Moore T gt Deitz
Lt Sof f er N vi at or

Lt McRee Lt B ucom TSg Patterson SSgt Cassarino
Lt Solo F/0 L dd Sgt Perez Sgt Bow1 g
C pt Se•berg F/0 R e S t len our Sgt Stephens
Lt R ckord F/0 Prir_ce

SSgt Clark Sc t Lucaszak
Lt Janes F/0 rrington SSgt Covington Sgt ght
Lt c l l an F/ D Shoo p SSgt Maupi n • SS t Ba m a dr_e r
Lt Pryor Lt Sh l Pfc roney SSgt Lott
L Davis Lt Gerry gt Powers gt Strom

T e ni ne l ane s t ook o f t 1 s00 P. M, an wer e d by j or Henebry on
a baree miasion between Horgen ay and Cape ushi g.

Ten b rgas were
attacked and all were believed to have been estroyed or badly dataged
alsoy two llages were strafed, but the result were unobserved-
tot l o x 500 lb bo bs, 12 x 300 lb hombs and 3,500 rou ds of .50
calibre u ition were used on the trike.

Au ust 31- Lt osb3ch, v tcr n of several months combat duty with

the 90th wae tranaferred to Air Service Co and to act as Filot for Gene.ra
l

Connel•--- t Mediag, a m ber of the or ni ation since April, accompanied

him as CO-Pilot. Several enli ted men received uch deserved promotions

mong which were the followir_ : TS t Sharp appointed ater ergea t,

s•Su ch, Rowl nd, Casarino, and Sucker appoiated TSgt..
Sgt A s,

Haa t, Nfullenhour, Piper, Stephen , chwab, Divers, Johr_son,
Perez, and

P ts lcl M e ott ro Pam , e,, rsons, 0 Connor, and Pvt Pecosk appointed

SS t.. Co porals urns, Gen t , Steg n, Da ideon, Gnttendorf and

Per rso ppointed Sergeaat..
Pvts lel ar am ,

Ferrell, H n en,
R delin

Du e and W itley appointed Corporal.....

Septe ber 1- a or Aenebry and Captain Deniston flew to adenough

Isla today... onder if they could possibly be pl nn ng on mov . g
the

or i za t i o p t he .
T e s of t bal l di a mond i s al : os t compl et e d no and

pl v will start soon,....
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September 2- Althongh 7 of ou planes went out in searc of

de troyers reported to be between Willa ez Pe insular and Borgen ay

only thr e barges were seen 4 x 5D0 lb bonbs were dropped on them and

1,700 rounda of .50 alibre a unition expended the results were un-

observed.. rew consi ted of. .

Lt cLellan Lt B ucam SSgt Boggs SSgt aumgardner
Lt R nsom Navigator

Lt Helbert F/0 Prince gt Epperson Corp Piper
Lt Pryor F/0 Arens Sgt Johnson Sgt alicki
Lt Solom n Lt Sa nders TS t Pattsrson SSgt Casarino
Lt Davis Lt Shull 5g Adams SSgt Strom
Capt Pancher Lt Gerry Pvt O Co ner SSgt Lukaszak
Lt Jones F/0 Harrington Sgt Shiple S ught

September 3- Greatest news since our arrival overseas,.. llies

ln ded ope...
Ever one in the mp is exceedir.g

ly happy tonight ..

the in asion of Europe m y be the Begin ing of the end af this war ...

September 4- After a ]ong period of time the intrasquadron soft-

ball mes were res ed today with the officers plaping the enlisted n

--the o ficers foand themaelves thoroughly beaten by an 8-3 score

t e n sh n in the ewl for ed lea es ard theC nsiderable intere b i g o y _

competition shauld be keea,

September 5- At the early hour of A.M,, 9 of our ai craft took

vff to attack graunded aircraft, A/A positions and supply and person l

areas at Cape Glouster, New Britain, and to strafe the Fi chaven, New

Gui a, town area. Lt Solam n spotted a serviceable medium bomber and

a ae rvi c bl e Zer o and l e f t t hem bot h bv_ ni ng f i er ce l y . T o A/ pos i t i on

were silenced thr e nserviceable medium bombers and one unserviceable

fighter were further da a ed Numerous bomb fell in the suppl and

personnel areas with unobaerved res lts. In a11, 498 23 lb parachu±e
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fra , and 18,000 rou ds of .50 libre a unition were expended an

G pe Glaucsster. R turning 1,000 rou ds of .50 calibre am unition

were poured i to insc afen, but the results wsre unobs rved.. hile

over the target area at Cape Glouchester, an A/A shell bursting over

Lt. Rickord's ship severel in ure him and fatally injure Lt Shull

his r_G pilot... ltho gh knock d out mo entarily "Rick" recovered and

flew t e ship home king a superb landing...tr ly a remarkable j b..

The sad news cf Lt Shull's death was recei d late the evening,

Althcugh not given any chance whatsoever, he put up a courageous fight.

Lt Shull joined the squadron on y 30, t is year, and had 19 missiors

and 108 combat hou s to his credit... Other crews participatin in t e

mission were as follows:
P LOT CO-PILOT GUN ER RA IO GUN ER

Lt MacLellan Lt Baucom SSgt John on SSgt Fox orth
Lt Halbert /0 Ruse SS t Ku se Corp Piper
Lt o es F/0 rring on Pfc Westerm n Corp Haught
Capt Seeberg F/0 rens P t Parsons gt Stephens
Lt Soloman Lt Sanu der SSgt Covington TSg Deitz
Lt Fisher Lt urgess TSgt tterson SSgt Casarino
L+ R G._nr

Lt Sh ll Pvt 0'Conner SSgt Lukaszek
Capt Pancher Lt Gerr S gt Shipley SSgt Mano ch

September uneral Ser ices were held this morn for Lt

Shu 1 killed in yesterday's raid on Cape Glauchester. Re wa b i d

at th S upota Cemetary at Dobodur New Guinea...
Lt Hiblen, Navigator,

jo ned the organi tion toda ...,

5 e pt emb er Lt Ri ck or d i s pr ogr e s s i r.g ni cel y f r or wou d s

rece ved at Cape Glouchester,.. everal of the wou ded were ret ned

rom the Lae araa... It is b nr_
ing to look a if L e and Salam

w ll finally fall to the l7ies....

T IS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E 12958



T IS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E 129 8

3 57

September 8 Lt ckard ret ned.
for the-hoap tal today all

ready for more and n ne the orse for wear e cept for a s all ac r

on is face...
he en a and determination displayed by the combat

perso nel of this organization only goes to prov,e .
that this war is

o lv a matter of time and the final results are inevitable.
Their

grim detar ination ta blast the ene from the face of the arth i

furthsr exemplified by each ttack ..

September 9 A11 quiet for a change.. perations proceeding

e11 ahe d of schedule round Lae and Salamo . another two weeks

should do the job.

Sspte ber 10-- Although t o missions were run, neither was

successful.
At 5 Lt Ro ebus and his crew of Lt Frey, ea-pilot,

Lt Hibblen, navigator, Corp Schwab, g n er, a d SS Luk Zak left to

report the weather at Wau rilin a, and Nadzab, New Guinea, but

report were not submitted due to liaison :t ansmitter a being out

and enemy's jam ing the frequency Later a nine hip for ation

took off to stri e the track and 'arges between Lae and Salam ua,

Bad Weather turned the mission back at Morobe. Crewa were as follows:

Lt acLella _
/0 Arens SSgt upin Sgt Bowl g

Lt Soffer Navigator
Lt Lee F/0 R se gt Bo gs SSgt Strom
Capt Pancher Lt Gerry Sgt Taylor Corp Pecosky
Capt Seeberg Lt Ne n Sgt ullenhour Sgt Stephens
Lt Pryor Lt Saunders S t Johnsa SSgt Lott
Lt Fisher Lt Burgess TSgt Patterson SSgt Casarino
Lt Jonss Lt Fox SSgt Covington Sgt alicki
Lt Davis F/0 rrington Sgt Divers SSgt Rowland
Lt Helbert F/0 Ladd SSgt Epperson Corp Piper

September 11 Several new men jo ed the organ ation today

they were as follows: Officers: nd Lts Killsbrew, R tters, Bertram,

Dean, Pi gram, Kylius, Thayer, oward and Adams.,., E listed ns
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gts Ousle,y,
Sot lo, Bisk ski, For an and Adam ; Sgts Stroup and

Tritz...
SS t Burch a vetersn of 20 months combat duty was transferred

to ACII and it looks as if he is eing ret ned to the states.

September 12-- ission today, barge hu ting betwesn Saidor and

an m k Bay,
New Guinea .

The ollo ir_g cre p rticipated:
PI LOT ' CO- PI LOT GUN ER R.

ADI O G l ER
Lt c ellan Lt Ger y S gt upin SSgt Thompson

Lt Hibblen Navigator
Lt Rickord Lt Neu nn Sgt Taylor Corp Peckos
Lt Jones F/0 Arens SSgt Co ington S t kic
Capt Seeberg Lt Baucom T gt lle hour Sgt Aaught
Lt Lee F/0 Ruse SSgt Bogg S t Strom
Lt Pryar F/0 Prince Sg Divers SSgt Lott
Lt Fisher Lt Burgess SSgt Moore Ts t Dietz
Lt Saloman Lt Saunders TSgt Sampeon SSgt Rowla d
Lt Da is F/0 H rri ĝton SSgt un e Corp Piper

More nsw cre S were also received today they wer® as follows: Officers:

Ist L u phy d Lt Chapin. nlisted an : SS rshall......

September 13=- bu y day with leaves h ing most of the

attention. M or flenebr and Captains Denniston and Valusek , Lieutenants

Short, Rickord le t today for leave in Sydney, Australi , TSgt J.B ,

Thcmpson, SSgt Latta, Gates, R tledge and Sgts'Gillmer Studle and

Cpl Thom s returned from Rest Area, Mackay,
A tralia, Lt Randerson

and Sg Mott both returned from the 87th St tion ospital.

September 14-- T gt Dietz and P c xt were transferred to

t e llth AC RCD , the first step on a lon trek b ck to the States.

Dietz h d 63 combat mis iona and xt, the "Bad Boy" of the Squ dron

had 55 issions on record plus several over Java duriag the irat

days of the war. Axt also held the DFC, the only Enli ted n, now

assi ed to the Sauadron, holding that decoratio . He was well know

for th crapes and scr ps he had with various M .P :S while on furlough

in A trali and was o e of the most pop lar en in the Squadron.
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September 15 - SS t Powers, Maroney, Mc e mott d Clark

returned from Sydney, and the only noise heard in the area on this

quiet da,y was the poppi g of a ew corks, or the boys did not come

back em ty handed.

Sept eber 16 - Lt elbert and Lee set out at 5:30 AM to report

the weather at Wau, Marilin n and Nad b, N,G, and to reco noiter

ossible escape routes between Lae and Sio but weather prevented the

latter. The crews:
PI OT CO PILOT G NNER R DIO GUNN R
gelbert F/0 Arens SS L kasz k SSgt 0'Connor
Lee Lt Gerry SSgt Raught SSgt Perez
Na i tor Lt Soffer

At noon, TS t Sampson9 Rovland, R.G., Patterson and SSgt

upin,
Strom, Moore were trans erred to the llth AC RCD , and they

will join Dietz and Axt for the trip back ta the States, They all had

an average of 48 to 50 combat missiona and R y Rowland who was wounded

in the leg some weeks ago over Cape Glouche ter,
N.B, on his 45 th

mission, m naged to get 3 more before leavin .

September 17 - Today a bar e search between Reiss Point and

Langa ak Bay, N.G o barges ighted, T o 300's were dropped on a

'sm ll outri ger c oe near Sfo, and another 300 was dropped on a

bnildi g near Stativn Point, result unobserved.
About 5000 rounds

of 50 c l were used. The crews:
PILOT CO-PILOT GU ER RA IO G NNER

Capt Seeberg F/0 Shoop, _
" SSgt Mullenho r SSgt Bowling

Lt R sebush F/0 Prince SS t Divers SSgt Butler
Da s F/0 Ladd Ferez gardner
Fisher Lt Neum nn Parsons Casarino
ones F/0 Ruse Sgt Taylor Pecosky

Le Lt Dean SS Boggs Sgt M lito
Soffer avigator
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Septe ber 16-- At 5:35 Lt Pryor a d his crew of Lt

Killebrew, co-pilot, Lt Hibblen na gator and S5gt Joe Clark and

SSgt C.C. Thompson left to report the weather at Wau, rilinan

and Finschafan, N.G. The mission s accompli hed.

Lt Fisher and eum n and S s aum ard er le t Por Sy dey.

Lt Ho e rejoined the Sq dron after ev ral onths down in

Au tralia, Hospitalized.

Septemb r 19-- Lt cLellan p led an early morning weather

mission covering ad ab,
Finschh fe ,

N.G , and Cape Gloucester, N.H.

The crew wa made pp of F/0 Shoop as Co- ilot and SSgt Boggs and

TSgt Casarino as ners. An unidentified aircr ft was seen South

of the ar am V lley heading to ards r li a .

ptember 20 Capt Hawkins and Lt McCoun and Fisher were

transferred to the llth AC RCD, and they too are on thei way back

to the S tes. Capt awk ns was by far one of the most popu ar

offi ers in the quadron and received m n at on the back to

s eed him b ck to Panhandle,
Tex s.

T/5 Largi , a new m n for the Pillrollers to teach the

so e new tric S in Pinochole. He arrived d ing the evening

hile ever thing was la ec o t, for we were right n the middle

of a Re3 Al ert .

®ptember 21-- F/0 Prince, rrington and Ladd a d SS

Mu].
lenhour, Perez and Ed Adams left for Sydney today. Cpl Fle ing

was tran ferred rom the 89t 5q dron, to the 90th and reported

for 3uty.
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September 22-- T elv planes hit the #1 and #2 strips at

Cape Gloucester 2 x 300 pou ders9 15,000 raunds of 50°s and 150

rounds of 20 were believed to have rendered the trips unservice-

able Al o, wrecked bomber and a A%A position vere hit A l rge

te dump was observed smoking, when the crews lsft the arget

The Crews
PI LOT CO••PI LOT G R RADI O- GU NLR
Ma Henebry Capt Seeberg SSg Shipley SSgt Bowling
Lt Baucom Lt Neumann SSgt McDerm tt SSgt Peckoaky
Lt Jones Lt Aoward SSgt Westerman S gt ught
Lt Howe Lt gillebrew SSgt Parsons TSgt Cas rino
Lt Pr or F/0 Arens S gt aroney SSgt ott
Lt Solomon r/0 R se SSgt B umgardner Sgt lito
Lt MacLellan F/0 Shoop SSgt Boggs SSgt Thompson
Lt Rosebu h Lt Dhapin Sgt Schwab SSgt Taber
Lt Lee L+. Pilg m SSgt Epperson SSgt Piper
Lt Davis Lt rey TSgt Sucker SSgt Stephens
Lt Burgess Lt phy SSgt 0'Connor SSgt Lu as$ak

Aavi ators Lt Raneom with Lt Howe; Lt Hibblen with Lt Maclellen;

and Lt W , Adams with Lt Helbert Sgt Robert Berube was with M

Henebry as Aerial Photographer

Lt Keith McKee ret rned from Sydney and Pvt Joseph C lli

oine the Squ drony having be n transferred from the 4th Air Depot

Group,
APO 922,

September 23-- Fo p nes dropped upplies at the mout

of the Song Ri er but fou boxes could not be released, The crews
PILOT CO-PILOT G N ER R IO G ft
C pt Seeberg Lt Dean SSgt Shipley SSgt Bowling
Lt Rosebu h Lt C apin SSgt Divers SSgt Butler
Lt Ho e Lt R tters SSgt Garber SSgt novi h
Lt Baucom Lt Thayer SSgt Westerm SSgt Haught

Lt cLellan promoted to Capt and d Lt Mandel . promo
ted

to lst Lt as of the 16th
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(Abov e ) Lt Di ck Bi r r . . Gr. Ju l 5t h , 194 2 on of f i c i a r el i ef r om
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Lt " Sa l vo" Wi l l i ms , b cmh r d i e r ext r o d i na r y . . . , . S n , a go od ,
conscientious bornbs.rcier, was c,n every bombing m ssion t at the
90th de rom October - December, 1942........:..
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September 2 - Twelve of our planes took off at 11 25 M

on a b r e search froa Sio to exishafen,
N
. ,

but turned bac at

Finsc hafen when the•P-38s co er left the formatio to intercept

9 enemy bombers and 12 ene y fi h ers in the process of bo bing

Finschhafen; the crew : •PILDT CO P LOT GUNNE ADI O GU NFR
Ma 8en b y Lt Col Colem n S/S Garber S/S M novich
Lt Howe Lt Thayer Sgt Taylor S/S Pecoaky
Lt

,
Pryor Lt Nelson S/S oney S/S Lott

Lt M ee Lt Howard S/S Clark S/S Likasa k
Lt !Lee Lt Fox S/S L ndgrer.

S/S Bau ardner
Lt Rosebush Lt Murphy S/S Sc wab S/S Taylor
Capt a Lellan F/0 Shoop S/S Bogg S/S Fo ort
Capt Seeberg Lt Ne ann S/S Ho ling S S Shiple
Lt Jone s Lt 'rey T/ S Sucker Sg Mal i t o
Lt Helbert C3pt McC bbin /S Epperson S/S Piper
Lt Burgess Lt Rutters S/S Covir.g

ton S/S Malicki
Lt Da i s Lt Ger ry S/ S Di ve r s S/ S But l e r

Lt Hibblen was part of Ma Henebry1s crew as Navigator al o Lt

R ns om i t h Lt How and Lt Sof f er wi t h Lt MeRe e .

September 25 - A barge search from Rein Bay to Cap Bushing,

N.B ur nine planes ighted no ser ice ble bar es, but dropped 11 x

3 0's on an A/A posi ion on shore near so e wrecked barges at Iboke

lantation The was silenced and ust below Gr sa Point oP •

men in brown clothe were strafsd while hoofing it tow rds cover.

In all, 3 ,500 x 50 C l a or were expended,
The crews:

C pt M cLellan F/0 4ren S/S P wera S/S Thompson
Lt Aelbert Lt Pilgri S/S Kunze S/S Stephe
Lt Baucom F/0 Ruse T/S Sucker S/S Malito
Capt Seeberg Lt Kean S/S Shipley T/S Casarino
Lt Solomon Lt Saundera S/S D vers /S tler
Lt Ho e Lt g llebrew S/ Covington S/S licki
Lt McRee Lt Fox S S cDer ott S/S Pecosky
Lt Pryor Lt Frey S/S M roney S/S Lott
Lt Rasebush Lt Nelson /S Sehw b S S Taber
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2nd Lts Ebeling Spitzer, Strasb g and S/S el, Moore

and Co ope r we re a s s i ned t o t e Squ dr on ,

September 26-- S/Sgt Nor ood, o Asst Mess Sergeant

returned to the q adron today after several weeks absence dowa i .

Australia in a hospital Also Sgt Erit ao wa assigned form Gp Hq,

Eritano was the only sur ivor of a midair a rplane crash at Gharter

To srs He h d besn hospit liaed for several month , recoverin

from burns suffered when the two B 25°s crashed He was assigned

to work in Armament

September 27 A ery i portant .ss
ion shipping in Wevak

area and M schin , Capt Lellan ade a arvelou approach on 3000

ton tanker lying in M chin Island and the 500 pou der dropped by

F/0 Shoop de a direct hit, causing th vessel to explode and e it

dens black smoke. Lt Roseb sh as pilot of another plane and L

Chap n as co p lot9 and bomb dropper, laid ons right into a 1500 ton

freighter Lt Wonderly knocked down a ap float plane with his nose

g s when t wo such pl ane s de t he mi s t ake of l y i r.g
f r ont of t he

'

o ation A n was seen to parachute rom the bu ning enem fighter .

Lt Rosebush got credit for a "Ton " and Lt Helbert reeeived credit

f or a pr obabl e of t he ame t y pe A f o ma t i on cons i at ng of Lt Davi s

and Lt McKee was hitand flew towards the ea losir_g altitude with both

engines afire Lt Davis was feared lost, but landed at Lae. He report-

ed seeing Lt Mc ee's ship crash land in the w ter 5 ilea at sea about

25 mi es down from Wewak, Lt Davis op ned that the crew might h vs

escaped from the plar.®, but as he was flying with his left engire knock®d

out and his right rudder lapping in the breeze, he was un ble to
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investigate. F/0 R se,
Lt Davis' co-pilot, couldn't say enou h

about the remarka le nner in which he brought the plane down at

Lae.
Ruse played no m ll part in the feat, it w s he who $alvoed

all but the de d engine. An explosive bullet entered Lt Lee's cock-

pit, hit his pistol, glanced o f and exploded a ainst the canopy.

When it exploded, Lt Ger , the co-pilot a injured about the £ace

and ar s, but his helm t saved his life or at least from f ther inju y .

Lt Lee was painf lly injured about the che t, arm, and rear end. If

it were not for his pistol, Lt Lee would have undou tedly have lost

is li e.
The pistol was blown in two and caused the bullet to glance

away from his body. That pistol is now one of Lt Lee's most treasured

possessions and neither love nor money wo ld make h part with it.

Despite the fact that he w s so painf ly in ed Lt Lee Made a re ark-

able landing.
The following c ews particip ted an this m ssion:

Capt acLellan F/0 Shoop SSgt Bo gs SSgt Foxworth
Lt Soffer Navigator

Lt Rosebush Lt apin g Sucker Sgt H ught
Lt Wonderly F/0 Arens SSg 0'Conner Pfc Casilla
Lt Megee Lt Ne18on S gt Ga penter P t Gulli

Lt Kylius Navi ator
Lt Howe Lt Killebrew Sgt Taylor SSgt Pecosky
Lt Da s F/0 R se SS t Divers SSgt Cooper
Lt Lee Lt Gerrp SSgt Powera Sgt B rdner
Lt Jones Lt Ne ann SSgt Garber SSgt novic

SSgt Berube, group hoto rapher, flew with Lt Rosebush.

Septem er 2 -- No rther n ws about Lt McKee and crew .
L•t

McK e had 44 missions to his credit with a tota of 255 combat o rs

For his art in the Bism rk Sea ttle he was awarded the DFC. e had

also receivsd the Air Medal for 25 operational missions and had been

reco ended or n oak leaf cluster to the air edal. Lt Nelson was
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was reco ended for the P rple Heart when he was in ured on July a

and the D C or his allant y on the same date.
Si ce assi ned

to the quadron on April 23 of this ysar, he had been on 19 missions

and lown 69 combat hours. Lt Kylius was a newcomm r to the

organization, h ing arriv d on September 11. Both g nners were

new men too.
SS C rpenter c me at the sam time as Lt Kyli a and

Pvt Gulli reported the day before the mission. This loas is an

exceedingl great one for the 90th as one of the finest crewa ever

to n a B 25 was loat.

September 29-- Cabin in the Sky played at the local

theatre" today , n e cellent show and w s reatly en oyed b

everyone, Word was recsived from Group that distribution wo ld be

ade on Coc Cola to the officers and enlisted mene clubs tomorrow

night,

September 30-- Coca Cola served in both clubs tonight.,.

Qu lity and quantity both rather low but after all this is New

Guinea ,.. peat on Orchestra Wives at the movie,_
October 1 - Aft r a long interval o ti e the softball games

were resu ed today with the boys from the Ar ament defeatin the

Of i ce r s by a 7 t o 6 s cor e „ wea t e r Gi r1 p a yed a t t he movi e t oni ght

onl y a f a ahow. .

October 2-- Nine of our p a nes failed to reach barges in Cape

Bushir.g and Borgen Bay, New Britain and Rooke Island, be use of

weather, but two unserviceable luggers were strafed by 3660 rounds o

.50 calibre and further dama ed„ Lt aunders, flying his first mission

as first pilot, was orced to return because of high fuel pressure...

Hq s softball team handed the Engeineering I team a 11 to 3 drubbi g,
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October 3 Word received to y that the 3rd Group had

finally received a new Table of Or nization... Soon it will be Lt

Co1 Aenebry and or Deniston.. Headqnarters a ain rolled over their

opponents in the softball le ue this ti e t e unlucky victi were

the bcys from ar ament and the score was 8-3.

October 4-- Sq dron had a vfsitor from the Inspector General's

Department today and once a i the old boys are beginning to get

their hopes p for replacementa. T ree of our planes were ordered

out on a search or submarines in the Pacifi ust ebout 50 miles

from the home b e... o submarines were sighted... The followin

crews participated:
P LOT CO PILOT GU N R O G NER

Lt Rosebush Lt Chapin SSgt Parsons SSg Iau ht
Lt Soffer Ravi tor

Lt Rickord F/0 Harrin ton SSgt M roney TS t Lott
Lt d ms Navi ator

Lt Saunders Lt Rutters SSgt Bisk pski P c C sillas
Lt Bertram Na igator

October5-- Bad weather t rned baek a three ship a ed recco

at CaQe Ward Hunt.
The are to be covered was Elenora Bay, Cape

G ou ester N w Brita1 c , e i , Rooke Island, and Cape Bushing.. he crews:
PILOT CO PIL T GIIN ER RADIO G N IR

Lt Helbert Lt Ebel ng SSgt Sotelo SSgt Lott

Lt Spit er Navi tor
Lt Lee Lt Strasb r SSgt Powers t umgard er
Lt Lock ha r t Lt Frey SSgt Per e z SS t Luka s z

Ice cream was served in the ess ha11 today for the first ti e and it

was greatly appreciated by a11 a d the quantity was sufficient to

allow for generous portion for everyone.

October 6 A flight of three planes pulled the same mission

as the one which fi zled yesterday. Lt Howe led the flight, and the
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m ssion had its humorous aspect: 50 Nips in swi ing were caught with

their b re yellow bottome headed toward the beach on the double...

Becauae of the suddenneas with which they were spotted it was impos ible

to bring the nose g ns to bear on them but the oods were thorou hly

traffed.. The foll ing crewa participated on the mission:

Lt Da ar Lt Dean - SSgt Soleto TSgt Lott
Lt Hibblen Navigator

Lt Howe Lt Pilg im S t Taylor S gt C aon
Lt Wonderly Lt Smith SSgt Clark S gt Lu asaek

October 7 - SSgt Roger McNamara returned to the equadror.

a an a sence of about 8 months duri which time he as statioa df t e r b , n

in Towns lle and in a Hea Bomb Outfit i Dar rln. He ia one of the

olde t combat crew members, not in age, but in e perience. He is to

be assigned to the Armament Section, here his knowl®dg® of gu s and

bomb i11 ba invaluable.

October 8-- The Officera noaed ont the ngineering I t am in

a close softb ll ga e, score as S-2. R ther quiet day.

October 9-- SSgts Bumgardner; Nichols and SS t Su er and Cpl

McBee went to M ckay today for a 10 "Rest". Lt Robinaon and SSgt Goe-

aelin a1 o left today for Brisbane on detached- service

2nd Lts Meas and Hinsey were appointed 1 t Lts.

October 1 - Capt McGuire, lst Lta 1eum n and Jon s, nd Lt

Gerry and SS ts Co ington, Cason M licki, Paraon and Sgt Ox Taylor

departed for Sydney today.
SSgt Gresham and Sgta tter.

dor and

S deitn and Cpl Ferrell d Pfo wkins dep rted for M ck y rest area .

Sgts Smoot, Cook returned form M ckay. uite a bit of traf ic i g

in and out of the Orderly Room, report ng IN and OUT, ore headaches

for the lat Sgt

T IS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E 12958



T IS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E 129 8

37

October 11- In the afternoon Lt Walter S
, Lee and Lt Rose-

ush took two F-39's Q model p for a spin. When they l nded hortly

before PM, Lt L e decided to go up for another• try.
There was

gre t an iety thr out the Squadron a ter it became known that he
.

was ur.repor
ted. Late in the eve ir.g, ne•s reached us that when the

ta assembly cam off, a notorious defect of the Q series, Lt Lee

met is death. For g llantry in action in the Battle of the Bismare

Sea or. r 3/43, he was awarded the Air Medal . e had been recom ended

for two Si ver Stars, the O k Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal and the

rple Heart. Lt Lee s loesi an irreplaceable one, for he w not

onl a ost eager nd c pable combat pilot, but one of th most pop-

ular officers in the Squadron,

Sgt 1 Farrar vas put /s to V Bomber Com nd at ou ald base,

Charters ower , Australia. It will be for a nths dur tion nd wi11

give Al a chance to catch up on rried life, and to see his sm ll

daughter9 who as born about 2 dap after A1 returned to New Guinea

on his last furlough.

The Headquarters team stea rolled over the Officers in th®

s of t bal l e t o t he t une of 1 0- 0 .

Oct ober 1 2- Toda i s t he bi g one - abaul . E pe ct i ng f i e r ce

ar.ti aircraft fire and Zero interception, twelve crews took off at

7 30 AM to stri e the opo Drome,SUpply u©ps and personnel areas

at b ul, N
.
B, n a hi hly oo-ordir.a

ted attaek, and were they 8 r-

pri ed : ny obser ed no A/A or ground machine g n fire and only one

ship returned with a hole, SS t anov ch tells of looking down and

seing A/A s with their canvas covers atil]. over
their barrells,
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BU L - a t 25 000 f ce t , . J nu y 1 4 3
RABUAL- - - - Hot ea t of t he 2vi ps i n t he Sou t hw s t , . , t og t e r wi t h T v
Ka vi en g a nd Ba t a i t he Ni ps wer e f y ent r enche d i n t he Sau t h es t
P cific....

But bu 1 as closest to Port oresby where t e 90th operated

£rom... This base, up to Janu y 1943 h d about 35,OOG oldi rs, "r5 bombers,
100 p suits and 150 v asels of various sizes...

NuticP in ttis pictu e the

- - - _ _ _ r l . . + w 1 e s
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o£ t r ucic and aut amobi l e s al ong t he r oad , l ef t i n f l.l vi ew, a d

what• i pr sed him most ere t e vege able and arden plo s, all

we l t en care of, and the eet smell of the air, before the planes

ut locsc with their uns and b mbs. Sgt Paul "Mut" Malito, told the

s t c • of s e e i r.g a do zen• J a p a t a nd i ng on t h e por ch of a hau s e and l ook-

ng wit, m zoment at the approaching planes (it can't happen here), a d

then all of a cdeny p from the porch and start n i a to ahelter,

onl o ba ut down by well placed fra bo bs. any told storie of

mP.r
h i .CS a n d o t h e r s e r v c e pe r s o n r_e l , s t a n d i n g a r o n d pl n e s l i e d

u p n the round as if nothing was oing around ,
t ey re were caught

by su pri e.
Fi e-h r.

dred nd ninety seven (59?) 23 pour.
d
, parachute

frag bombs were dropped on popo,
but the smoke an dust were so

terri ic 'that the re ts were not known until the photographs were

i t e r pr e t d . Lt B ge s s and t Hel be r t f i r ed t he i r f or a r d f i r i ng

50QS at a Sally bomber and a twir_ eng
ine fighter, respectively, wh ch

we r e t ak i ng of f . Bot h we r e con f i ed a s de f t l y des t r o ed , Tw

l g ers ar.
d ore, two sted schooner were strafed, a11 three bei g

da ged Also, the buildi gs on IIlio Is and were strafed. Lt

Wor_
derly had quite narrow escape. While dropping 6 para-frags and

t r a f i n g a r d i o s t a t i or , a h i gh t owe r l oome d i n f r ont o h i , Si z i ng

up the situation, he decided that by veering to the right he could

keep in formatian His photographs showed •a aze of wires on the left.

In ll 25,400 rouds of 50 l, nd 2,300 rounds of 30 c l and 90
I

rounds of 20 mm fire were expended. erets hoping hat the neat

Raba affair will be as "rough" as thi or.e.
The crews were do ged

t red after about hou s of tough l ying, but not too tired to
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repeat stories over to the gro d r_
duri aup er. The mess-

hall s in a constant buzz as the ta es were repeated to one or another

and there was a lot o excitement left in th air cre m mbers as

t he s t or i e s wer e r et ol d e r ea s t h t ook rt r e as f ol l o s :
P OT CO - PILOT GUNNER RADIO GU NER
j Aenebry Lt urphy S/S G rber T/S anovich

Lt Soffer v ator
Capt lis Lt Dean T/S lenhou Sgt C sillas
Lt Wonderly Lt Smith S/S Pe ez T/S Luk szak
Lt Rosebush Lt Chapin S S Schwab S/S Haought

Lt Spitzer v ator
Lt Davis F/0 Aren S/S Povers S/S B ard er
aj Good F/0 Shoop S/S Cardwell S/S Stephens

Lt Howe Lt K llebre T/S Sucker T/S Taber
Lt Ada s Na i ator

Lt Sa ders F/0 R se S/ aroney T S Lott ,Lt Bu gess F/0 Harring on S/S Bog S S S Fo orth
Lt elbert F/0 add S/S Kun2e S/S Piper

Lt Bertram Navi tor
Lt Lockhar t F/ 0 Pr i nce S/ S D ver S/ S Cooper
Lt Ri ck or d Lt Fo S/ S McDermot t S/ S M l i t o

Owing to a s rcity of pilots .jor Good, CO af the 89th Sq d-

ron joined us. Messrs Van Atta, P rcell, press correspondents, accom-

aai d or Heneb y and Capt Ellis, respectively to give thir readers

an eye witness account. Sgt Gates, f ew *ith Lt Lockh rt as aerial -

photographer.

Photo interpu tion sh ed that the he vies are credited with

the shippi g at Simpson Harbor:

Destroyed or d maged beyond repair:
1 10 to 12,000 ton tanker
2 Destroyers
5 Freightera ( a tot l of about 31,000 tons)
1 b arine •
1 R f r i ger t i on ve s e l
10

Da aged : '
1 Destroyer

Guinea Gold is cco nt for the dags' Operation
The s of t bal l e wa s pos t poned .
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Oct ober 13 - SSgt s Bowl i r.g, Pe coskey , Wes t er ma and 0 ' Cv r.or

returned rum furlou h in S dney. SSgt Robertson Sgt Has i , Sheridan

nd Corp Corn ll nd Daniels and r g returned from ckay Rest Area.

Th s a £ t ba11 t eam te u of t h unne r s ea t t he Eng t e m by t he

scor of 7-O M lito wa the wi ning piteher.
Weather tu ned bac

I2 ships goin back to hit R ba a ai . Lt Lea's funera was held

during the a terr.oan

October 14-- Everyone still sort of easing along after the big

strike the day be vr yestarday. eadq rters was shut-eut b ar ament

in the softball game by the score of 4-0. Hq got but one hit9 a single

by lst Sgt Si pson, and he wo .
d have received less of a ra aing if s

didn't get it. ut or maintance d tra ning. Ita1y declared war on

Germany.

October 15-- A little Nip da li ht acti t . In the morning

35 ive ombers with about 30 Zeros went after shipping at Oro B y and

ur.a a sad mista s or Tojo. Results: 35 dive bombers and 20 fighters

d initly de royed a.n
d 5 probables.

A couple Of the fighters were

accounted for by 2 P-38°s near Gas ata, and 38th pilots reported no dive

bombers in sight. Dur losses: 1 P-38 m ssin , crash landed couple

shot up sn a c- 0 shot up by our 38°s no less.
It was reported that

a 5 000 tons n in craft w s damaged off Buna. Not a bad day's

t ng. Part o£ the activity could be witnessed from the Sq dron

area, ar_
d it was followed at the s me ti e by a ra io t ned in on the

Fighter requency, and we not only cauld see what was going an, but

had a blow b
,y
blow descri tion of the goings on,

The bi gest scare

came when the psashcoters . terce
ted the dive bom ers off the co st
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and forced the to jettision their o bs, har easly into the sea,
but

the sure made a r cket.
T e converatio s of the fighter pilots were not

too form .l an one pilot with Southera drawl was stealing the show

when it came to wisecracks.

In the evenig oftball game the Officers were victorious over

En ii, by a score of 2-1.

October lfi-- A report of an ene convoy east of dang,

N
.
G , consisting of thres destro ers and three freighters, sent 9

p snes out led by jor Henebry . A care u search pro ed fr itless.

T e crews:

PILOT CO PILOT GUNNER RADIO GUN R
aj Henebry F/0 Prince S/S Biskupski Sgt Casillas

Lt So fer (N)
Lt Rosebush Lt Chapin SfS Sc ab S/5 ught
Lt nders F/0 use S/S ronep S/S Bowling
Capt $llis Lt Dean S/ Tritz S S Dickenson

t dam (N)
Ca pt a nche r Lt Hr rd S/ S Ada S/ S Fo cwor t h
Lt 8urgess F/0 Harrin on S/S Cardwell S/S Stephens

= Lt Howe Lt Bi lebrew T/S Sucker T/S Taber
t Wonderly Lt Smith S/S Westerman T/S L kaszak

Lt Rickord F/0 Shoop S/S L
.
dgren S/S B ardner

A mament beat the Eng I team in tonights softball g me by the score

of 9- 3 .

October 17-- For a ch nge we drew a ro d support ission,

Capt llis led 9 ships n an attack against ene inst llations at

Satelberg, N.G. Num rous buildings were destro ed by 93 100 pound-

ers with a 8-11 second delap se. 16,000 rounds of 50 cal and 800

rounds of 30 cal and 60 rounds of 0 c nnon shells were p ured into .
the tagret area.

T e crews:
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Capt 11 Lt Dean S/S u .len ou S/S Bowli g

Lt Sof f er ( )
Lt onderl y t Smi t h S/ S es t er an T/ S Lu as za
Lt Rickord Lt oa S/S Rylko S/S wl
Capt How Lt illebrew T/S Taber S/S Shipley

Lt Aa m (R) •
Capt B ucom F/0 Shoop 4 SfS L dgr n S/S B mgard er
Capt Pancher F/0 ens S/S Hoggs S S Fo cworth
Lt Lo hart Lt Pi g t m T/ S Taber S/ S Shi pl y

• Lt Bertram ( )
Lt Sa nde s / 0 S/ S Sot ol o S/ S i t o
Lt B s F/0 a ri gton S/S Sahwab Sgt Cas las

S/S Ber be; Sgt G tes anc S/S rber t long photographers with

Lt onderly, C pt Pancher and Lt Lookh rt, respecti ely._
o sof t bal l g t i ght .

October 1 T folla ing tinga were published on the

Sqv dron b llet n board: Cp 's Br ne, Du e9 G ig s Mc i , Corn ll, '

Gravl ey , JohnB , J .S . ; a d end ski appoi nt ed Sergeant . o mi s i on

today d all h s,
been e= ®dingly q iet

October 19 d on ro Bay today •hich pro ed ve costly

f r t he Japa . . . O i ght er s o ed do n a p 'ne a c r ur e and

i pr ob bl y de s t r oy ed anot her 1 4 o t of a f or of 2 r ai d n pl ane s , .

One ssel s slightly da ed and two P 40 fighter were oc ed

dovn pre um bly b o w 38 pilo but ll p ots sa ed.

October 0 P rt dic edical detachment, was tansferred to

G oup Hq today, In th® un so tb ll a the g eering II tea

finally made the win aolum by def ti the a ed Re dquarter

am b score o 5-0.

October 21 More promot ona today this ti e n the edioa

Det chment... e ollow g n were pomote as fallows: 5gt 0' eil

appointed Staff Sergeant, T/S
.a
k appoint d

, r t, T/5 Sig ist
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appointe Corporal and Pvt lcl K iezyk appo nted Corporal...
The

Officers softball team again c alked up a win by defeating the

nnprs by a score of 6 S...It was a nip and tuck affa all the y

through with the Officers fin lly scoring the winr. ng ru in the

first of the seventh... nother oing cver for Sa elberg. This ti

very little target existed s the la e h d been previously all but

wiped off the ap. One hundred out of 118 z 100 lb bombs hit their

msrk and 14,700 ro ds of .50 calibre amm ition were poured i to

the target area.
The following crews participated in the mission:

PILOT CO - PI LOT GU NER F DI 0 GUN R
Capt Howe jor Warre T gt Sucker SSgt Rowland

Lt Soffer vig tor
C pt Ellis Lt De n SSgt Mullenhour SSgt Bowli g
Lt Saunders F/0 Ru e SSgt roney T gt Lott
Lt Lockhart Lt 5trasbsrg Sgt Moore S Casillas
Lt Baucom t floward gt Perez SSgt a m ardner
Lt Rickord Lt Fox SSgt McDermott SSgt Pecosky
Lt Wo derl,y

Lt Thayer SSgt Westerman Sgt lito
Lt Spi t e r Nav i .t or

F/0 Prince F/0 rens SSgt Stroup SSgt Cooper
Lt phy Lt Eblir.

SSgt Schwab TSgt novich
Capt Pancher Lt Rudders SSgt Bisk pski TSgt Butler

October 2?
_=-

jor Henebry was relieved of comm nd today as
of the 18th. Capt Ellis, Operations Officer and teran of nearl

65 combat saions, was appo ted his successor. Major Henebry h s

b en with the 90th for several months and hi loss will be de ply felt

but all are glad to see him advance and are again tha k u that we

are so fortunate in getting another excellent Squadron Com der.

Todays softball game b sides being more or less o a g udge battle

t rned out to be a slugfast with Engineering IT ha ®eri g out a

15-11 icotry over En ineering I.
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October 23 - Word received today t t Lt's Short and Downey

were pro Oted to Capta n a of the 18th.. oth are ch rter members of

the 3rd Bomb Group and came oversea with the G oup in January 1942..

geadq arters once again reg in d their previ s for and handed the

Gun e r s a 6- 3 whi ppi ng i n t he l oca l s of t b l l me .

Oetober 24-- M sion a ain today ..
fact t o mis ions...

The fi st of whic was a search for reported destroyer between R ir_

Bay and C pe Po s, New Britain and R popo Airdro , Rabaul, New

Britai . Captai E11is led a three ship for tion in quest of the

destroyers, but none were located.
The crews were as follo sa

PI OT CO- P LOT GU ER RA I BUNNER
Capt E111s Lt Dean SSgt ullenhou SSgt Bowling
Capt Pancher F/0 Are SS t dams, B,W , SSgt Fax orth
F/0 Prince F/0 Ruse SSgt Schwab TSgt Butler

Sgt Gates Photographer

On ths popo deal, the miasion was a success. Eight ships reached

the target (F/0 Shoop h d to return due to failure of the fuel tran-

sfer), and dropped 85 x 100 pounders on the dispersal area, runways

and A/A positions. All bombs hit the m k. The photos taken showed

from ten to fi teen ai eraft destroyed on the ground mostly bo ber .,

In ths strafing 500 ro ds o 30s and 9,855 rou ds of .50s were

all observed to hit in the target area.. hen leaving the target four

large fires were observed.,. he following crews followed the lead

ship, flown by Capt Howe, over the targeta

PILOT CO PILOT GUNNER RADIO GUNN R
Capt Howe Lt 11ebrew TS t Sucker SS t Rowland

Lt Spit er n i ator SS t Shipley Photo rapher
Capt Baucom Lt Howard SSgt Powers SSgt Baung rdner
Lt B r ge s s F/ 0 ar r i gt on SSgt Bi s k ps ki TSgt a no .ch

TSgt Ingerm n Photographer
Lt Lockh rt Lt C apin SSgt Diver SSgt Casi las

Lt Bertram Navi ator
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PI LOT CO PI LOT GUNNER R I O GII I R
Lt Rickord Lt Pilgra SSgt McDermott SSgt Pecas
Lt urphy Lt Thayer SSgt 0'Conner SSgt Cooper

SSgt Garber Photographer
Lt Wanderly Lt Smith 5 gt Wssterm n TSgt Lukas ak

Lt Ada s I v i ga t or
Lt Saunders Lt Eb ling SSgt Sotela TSgt Lott
F/0 Shoop F/0 Ladd SSgt Cardwell S gt lito
Fa ed to reach tar et.

The local softball ames were postponed due to the mis ion.,..

Octaber 5-- Lt Fox nd Frey left today for the inland to

f e r r A- 20 G a i r pl a ne s ba ck t o t h e Gr ou p . . . Sa f t ba l g me s a ge i n

postponed due to westher this time.. he pilots are all very happy

at the prospects af getting A-20s but that's more than we car. say

for the crew chiefs ...

October 25-- Headquarters defeated the E gir.e ring I soft-

fa11 team by a score of 5-3.. nother try for shippi g i S mpson

Harbor, R ba , Nev Britain, but again the target was not r ached

because of bad weather. The fighters could not ta e off at Kirir i

Island so a, 9 ships turned back,.
he crews were as fol ows:

PI OT CO PI LOT GUN ER RA I O GUI R
Capt E11ia Lt Dean SSgt Mullenhour SSgt Bowling

Lt Soffer Navi tor
Capt Pancher F/0 Aren SSgt Boggs SSgt Fox orth

S Gates Photographer
Lt Burgess F/0 arringtaa S gt Hiskupski S gt Manovich

SS Garoer Photo apher
Capt Howe Lt Killebrew T gt Sucker TSgt Taber

Lt Spitzer Navigator SSgt Shipley °hotographer
Capt aucom F/0 Ladd SSg Lundgren SSgt Ba gard r
Lt Lockh rt F/0 Shoop SS t Tritz Sgt Casillas

Lt Bertram Navigator
Lt urphy Lt Th yer SS Rylko TSgt Butler
Lt Wonderly Lt Smith SSg Clark TSg Lukaszak

Lt Ada avi tor
Lt Rickord Lt Pilgri SSgt McDermatt gt Pedos
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October 27 - Captain Baucom was bu ned while aki g cheese

sandwiches the O ficers clnb but t e Docsays it is not serioua

and he will be back with us short order as good as r_ew .. aptain

Pancher has flown 25 missions with the or ization ince his arri l

in June ..
The local aoftb ll game was gain postpon d due to weather

October 28- Lt nderaon, member of t e Squ dron aince a ar ,

has been transferred to AC and it looks as if the IInited States is

going to get nother good n from the 90th... eadq rters handed

the Officers a 3-2 tri i in the loc l oftball lea e... ren

was in fine for allo i g th of icers but two hits...

October 29th-- Today the Squadron witness d one of the

greatest tra dies it has enco ntered since its arrival overseas.. t

Loc rt veteran of 49 combat i sions crashed on the takeoff for a

ro tine com ss check killing everyone abo .r
d which fncluded Lt Ch p n,

a newcommer to the organization in September, who had flown 10 combat

ssion and Lt So fer, an April arri l, who had lo n 3 missions..

Fortu ately the were no g ers or crew chief abo rd.. he ex ct

,
cause of the crash is u known but it is elieved that an en ine cut

out and Lt Loc rt trim ed it up without feathering the b d engine

and then the bad en ine caught and tu ned the plane over into a roll

and it cr shed before Lt Lockhart could correct the timing..
he p re

was f lly loaded with gasoline and burned for over an hour... e eaact

time for the crash wa: set by Lt Soffer's watch which had been cr shed

aad stopped at exactly 9:03:33 A
.M . Fate hands out so cruel blows

at ti es like these w en men who have flo n as any tough mi sions as

these boys had ha to go is uch a nner.. ll the bodie were recovered
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and bv ied at the Soputa cemetary in the afternoon.. he mem era of

this orga izatior. shall never forget the courageous m .nner in which

these boys prefcr d their duties....

Octaber 30 Three Nip destro era h been reported in the

area b tween Rein Bay and Cape Pomor,
Britain, so at 7:20 A.M

Captain Ellis led s nine ship for tion in qusst cf them. hile

flying near Garov Isla d (in the Vi u group), 2 heav A/A guns

opened up... t M rphy shouted over the radio that an en ina was

shot out, and then he w s seen to crash inta the water. Doubtless

so:r;ething more than a dsad engine caused the di aster.
The plane

submer e r.
diately and no one survived.. Lt Thayer, co-pilot,

SSgt Schwab, gu ner, an SSgt Nordstrom, radio ner, were the

other crew embers..this was the second de sta ing blow ir_ as m ny

days... t u phy ad flo 11 missions, Lt Thaysr 8, gt Sch ab 18

and SSgt Nordstrom was f ying hi f st m ssion with the 90th since

his ri al only the previous day.. No destroyers were sighted but

one 35 foot barge was damaged... rews which p rticipated were as

f ol l ows :

PI LOT CO PI LOT G I NER R I O G NER
Ca pt El l i s Lt Dea n SSgt ].l en.hou r SSg Bowl i ng

Lt pitzer Nav g$tor
L Rickord Lt Pilgri SSgt McD rmott SSg Pecosky
Capt Howe Lt illebrew TSgt Sucker TSgt Taber

Lt Bertam Navigator SSgt hipley Photagrapher
Lt rphy Lt Thayer SSgt Sch b S gt Nodstrom
Lt Wonderly Lt Smith SSgt Clark SSgt Roxla d

Lt A,: a s Na v i At or
F/0 Prince Lt Strasburg SSgt Bogg Sgt Cas l as
Lt rges Lt Ebeling S gt Barber TSgt anovich
F/0 Arens F/0 Harrington SSgt Lundgren SSgt Bau ardner
F/0 Shoap F/0 Ladd S gt Cardwell SSgt Direbach 8th
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Lt Killebrsw ,
C pt 8o e's co-pilot, w s inj red in the right foot a

left a k e by ack c but the injuries were not serious.

October 31 Payday in the ju gles on e actly the day it is

due... om thing n arou d here.. t Fox a d Frey returned ith th

f rst of the A-20 Ga that any 9 th en ferried up...the boya are

eapecti to do great things with the new plan s,.,they give al ost

a ndr d miles per ho r speed o er the t rget and are much more

neuver ble that the B-25...the new addition has almost the sa

bomb apacity as the B 25 but not the ran e... o softball gam today

ae it h s rained li e bla es all day...10 ew from the 500th e

filleted with s for a knockout a inst Raba l and s ippi g i Si pson

Harbor (R ba )
..,..

Nove ber 1-- Crews alerted at 6 for the R bau raid but

were u able to take o f all d y due to bad w ather... oftbali game

agai cancelled... he Falcon's Brother pl yed at the loc l movie and

vac eajoyed by a11... ews was reeeived that the Marines have oe upied

Bou inville Island... ooks ad for R b ul....

November 2- ter two dry r and li g up on the ru way

twice for a take off, the raid on shipping i S mpson :bor, R baul

N
.3 , finally terialized with a vengeance. To say that tha strike

was a howli ccess would be tti it mildly . The 45th Group

went in fi t laying a s oke screen d droppin parachute f age

on anti ircraft positions on each side of the h rbor.
Then me

the 3rd Bomb Group led by or Henebry and the 90th, and next the 8th

Group itti the shipping.
The 76 B-25 Str fers, including our nine,

vere escorted by our P-38' . T e 90th scored direct hits on one
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cruiser two dc troyers, and nine transports, The last to llin.g

from 47,0
00 to 59,000 ton . Although no si:kings are actual y

claim d at this ti e ur_
doubtedly mos of the ve sels which were

hit were sunk ar dam ed beyond rep i About 30 fighters intercepted,

but 3 Zekes and l Tony were defiritely hot down and 5 others

probably shot down In trafing Vu akanau 3 fighters an rom 4

to 5 bombers were dam ged, Also ack ck positions wer strafed,

We lost one plane when or Henebry brought his sh p down on t e wate

of Ki r i wi aa I s l a nd a f t e r f l y i ng a l l t h e way f r om R bau . a r. one e ngi y
-

but the erew seaped njury except for SSgt G rber Hs di locat d

hi a s ho l d er whe n v ca t i ng t he l l -f a t ed pl a ne . Zer os ha d one

the da ge.
Tn another h ghlight of day, F/0 Harri gton crash-landed

on two whe ls, one main wheel and the nose. Just a 'e de s

appro ch, the right engine cut out A marvelous land ng li ted the

dam g to the plane to on .y
the rop the wing tip, and the verti l

st bilizer, S xtsen 1 00 pounders, two 500 s 1 00 rounds of .50 cal,

2 00 r ow d s of . 30 a l . s nd 60 t went y - mi l l met e r we r e ex pa nded Onl y

s those of Lt Rickord and 0 Ladd came back unda ed,two ship 9
/ g

4n account ef the job dor.e by each crew is g en below

(1} jor Aenabry leader of the 90th ar.d Third Group Lt Spitzer,

Navigator, SSgt Biskupski, Gunner TS anovich ra io u ner and

SSgt Garb r, photographer

Hit a 7 to - thousand to transport ir. the side resulting

in a large explosion and ire Whsn leaviag the target, fighters

intercepted and knocked out one engine Bec use the prop could

not be feathered on the raturn only a speed of 135 m h and a axi um
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altitude of 200 feet could be attsined. Un ble to get ovsr the

rees at Kiriwi a Island to land on the atrip, M jor Henebry et

the plane b?autifully down on the water about 400 hu d ed ards off

shore. t all got out and PT boat picked the m n up. C pt Ho e

la d d on the island nd brought them back.

(2) Lt Rickord, pilot, Lt P gr , Co-Pflot, SSgt McDermott, g nner,

and SSgt cosk , radio gun er.

Although the Rocket m de the bust run of the day, a l-

f nctioning bomb release mecha ism m de it i pos ible to drop the

"egg ". But c er ott got a probable fighter.

(3) Capt Ellis,
fli ht leader, Lt Dean,

Co-Pilot,
SSgt ullenho

gunner and SSgt Bouling, radio g nner..
Dropped two 1000 pounders on 5 to ? thou and ton transport

scoring a direct hit on the side, and then a 500 pounder on nother

ahip o the same size. Both ships b ned and second w s observed

t explode. SSgt Mullen our definitelg s ot down an intercepti g

Messerachmitt.

(4) Lt San ders, pilot, Lt utters, co-pilot, S gt Perea, g ner

and Sgt Casillas, radio g ner, and SS Ca dwell actin as photograper,

Hit a 1 to th sand ton freighter with a 1000 pounder, a d

then a destroyer with anothsr. The freighter was on ire, and photos

showed the destroyer to be sinking bp the stern. Fighters shot ths

1 fe raft loose and during the whole ret rn trip it fluttered or. the

tail causir.g the ship to lutter considerably. Althou h a hole was

cut i the side o 'the ship to get the raft loose, the gunn rs were

unable to un asten it.
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(5) pt Hows, flight leader, Lt Howard, co-pilot, TS t Sucker

gunner, TSgt Taber, radio n er,
SSgt Shipley , photographer

Aropping two 1000 po nders on a 5 -to 7 thousand ton

freighter, a direct hi was scored nd photos showed the ship to be

in a sinki condit on.
Then a as de on another 3 to 4

thousand ton freighter snd s 50 pound r hit the k - the target

then s oked heavil . TS Sucksr got a probable ene fighter.

(6) F/0 Ladd, pilot, F
,
/0 Shoop, co-pilot, SS t fl. W . Adams, g er

TS Butler, radio g ner.

Attacking a 7 to ton frei hter, a lO O po der blew the

stern away, and then and then a 5 to 6 thousand ton frgighter was

hit a dship and undoubtedly unk.
Sgt Adam , th® gunner received

credit for a probable fi hter.

(7) Lt Burg ss, flight leadar, Lt Ebeli g, co-pilot, Lt Bertr m,

Navigator,
SSgt Lu dgren, unner and SSgt Ba ardner, radio gun er.

After att .ckin a destroyer from bow to stern with a thousa d

pound bomb res lting in a larga explosion and fi e, an en i e began

to surge The prop was feathered and then Lt Bu gess dropp d another

bomb on another ship while fl ing on one engine The results were -

obse ed.
After just clearin a hi11, the engine was brought back

into operation, SSgt B ardner did a rem rkable job holding off

ene y fi hters which took ad atage of their pli ht nd knoc ed

do n one definite and one probable.

(8) F/0 Prince, pilot, Lt Strasb rg, co-pilot, gt O Connor, gunner

.
SS t licki, radio gunner.
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Droppi 2 1,000 pounders on a 7 to 8 thousa d ton freighter,

a direct hit was made on the deek.
The entire center app ared to

explode and burn fisrcely. SSgt 0'Connor ahot down o defiaite Zeke

a nd a pr obabl e .

(g} F/0 Harri gton, pilot,
F/0 Arens, co-pilot, SS t Ha el, g ner,

gt licki, radio ner, SSgt Covi ton Photographer .

When his ide was hit ck- ck, F/0 Arens dropped a bomb

1000 po nder) amo a conce tration of s ll harbor craft i the

northermost part of the harbor, and then he dropped another on a

cru ser. The veasel appeared to roll over on.
its ids, severely

da ged. Then SSgt Covir.gton, who wa at hatti manning the uns,

got a definite Z ke. It was r lated above how F/0 arrington crash

l nded the ship.

Here ia the entire score for the tri e:

D m ge to Japs per Guiene Gold:

(1) 15 ahips s , including 3 destroy.ers,
8 l ge merchant

hips,
(ag re te 50,000 tons) and fo s .ll coastal essels.
(2) 11 ship da d, including 2 c uisers, ? big rch nt

ships (30,000 tona) aad fo r s a l coastal vessels.

(3) 6? planes shot down, 23 probables.

Our losses:

(1) pl and cre :
? B-25s (2 from the 8th Sq and 1 from the 13th Sq)
9 P-38s

(2) anes alone:
4 B-258
3 P-38s

T IS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E 12958



T IS PAGE DECLASSIFIED I W E 12958

391

November 3- Everything quiet today. Tonight the en .
isted men

are having their first beer bust sevaral months, Abo t 1 qu rts

per man,
Interest i the 1oca1 softball games seem to waning with

enthusiasm for baseball rowing,

Navember 4 lst Lt Rust and 2nd Lt Ke1 u assi ed from the

8th Squadron and joined today , Lt Rust is a former member ot the 90th

a nd a v e t er an of 34 comb t mi s s i or_s , Lt Wi l l i a s on wa s t r a ns f e r r s d

to V Bomber Comm nd and departed today. All quiet.

Novembsr 5-- One enlisted promotion today- gt Hale promoted

to SSgt as af 30th. Capt Baucom ret ned from the hospit l after his

narrow escape while fooling with a asoline stove in the Officer Cl b.

November 6-- Several ne men joined the Squ dron tods,y ,
h̀ey

were as fallows: Lts Landt, Tslla Tilbrook, M den, Coghill,

Briston, Maddux, and Pat ylick; SSgts Bog cki,
Wyrick,

Wright, Larsen

and Swe ney , and Sgts Singler nd Harrell.

November ?-- Eight planes off to hit Bor m Airdro e at We a ,

N.G On reachir_g
Na zab, ho ever, sne y a craft •appeared i the

vicinity, oubtless bent on bombing our ai drome there. The fighter

cover left to intercept the Nips, so the 90t r turned Dobad ra, Why

BO all the wa to Wewak when the N3p pl nes wer n't there and he P- 8s

could take care of th m when ai borne? Before reaching Nad ab, Lt

Sau ders had to return because of instr ent trouble. The crews:

Gapt Rosebush Lt Dean SSgt Ryko TSgt utler
Lt Spitzer Navigator

Lt Rickord Lt Pilgri SSgt Taylor SSgt Pecosky
L Saunders Lt Eberling SSgt Cardwell SSgt Rowl nd

Sgt Gat s Photographer
Lt ones Lt Ne man SSgt Clark SSgt Taber

Lt Horn N vigator
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Lt Burgeas Lt Gerry SSgt aroney T gt Lott
F/0 Prince Lt Strasburg SSgt P weres Sgt Casillas
Capt ucom Lt Howard SS t Pere SSgt Piper

SS t M le hou Photographer

November 8 A other attempt by eight planes of o r squadroa

to strike t Boram. But bad weather turned them b ck above ad b.

Instru ent trouble caused F/0 Ladd to return earlier and Lt Ru t t ned

back 10 m utes out due to fa ure to p ll pins from bombs before ta a -

of f . The me n vn t he mi s ai on we re ;

Capt Rosebu h Lt Dean Cpl Chapin T gt tler
Lt Spitzer Na tor

Lt Wonderly Lt Smith S Wester n Sgt Casillas
Sgt Gatea Photo rapher

Lt J n a Lt A w an SS Clark SSgt TaherLt Horn Na t or
Lt Ric ord Lt Pi gri S/S Mc ermott S/S Pecosky
Capt com Lt Howard S/S Perez S/5 Piper

Lt fl orn H v i t or
Lt B rgess Lt beling S/S Sotelo T/S Lott

S/Sgt Orner (weather FATF )
Lt Ru t Lt ellu S/S Covington S/S Malicki

Lt Landt Na gator

November 9- ore new m n today, Lts Dellisant , or and

Macomber; gts Balda , Chiapella, Alson, Reeves nd Sg FiZ$ o.

TS Du on was reassigned to the or anization f om the llth RCD,

November 10-- Every hir exc edingly quiet today . Ru ore

concern g A-2 are getting hotter by the ho .

Nove ber 11-- mistice Day eather kept the ships on t ie

grouad today.
We only wonder more when the A miatioe we want to

celebrate will co e. Soon we ho e.

Novermber 1?
_

Capt Heibert,
Capt M Gui e a T t Berube

recei d orders to report to the 11th RCD today to ake off for ho .

Nice work, boys.
Lt Bertsch com unications officer assi ed f om
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Gp Ha today to fill va ncy left by Lt Ku1ir.
's tran fer to the inls d.

Nove ber 13-- At 10:00 A nine ship for tion took off to hit

Gaem t airdrom , New Britain, to photo raph the vicinity and drop

pro a anda leaflets. Rendevous with the P-38s w S made over K iwi .

Thirty-three 300 pound demos were dropped on ths field with 24 hitti .g

the mark and 37 more were dropped on and among adjacent i lands with

unobserved res lts. Because of the poor visib lity, not a11 the

hotos cantemplated wer taken. F/0 Arens' ship was hit by a k aek

ire vhich knocked out his throttle a d prop pitch control on one

engine b t he made it back to Kiriwina Island, f athering the en ine

on landing.
Lt Madd x, co-pilot sure had a hair-raising iatroduction

into combat. Lt Dean flew his first mission as "irst pilot. The crews;
PI OT CO-PILOT GUNNER R IO GUNNER
Capt Howe Lt Tallon S/S Mulle our SSGT Bowling

Lt Spitzer Navigatar
Lt Dean Lt Coghill SSgt Par ons SS t Piper
F/0 Harrington F/0 R se SSgt M e mott T/S utler
Capt Rosebu h Lt Mc den Cpl Ch pin SSgt Haught

Lt K aus Navi tor
Lt Jones Lt Newman SSgt aroney TSgt Lott

TSgt Sucker Photog apher
F/0 Prir_ce

Lt Stra burg SSgt Rylko SSgt Stephens
Capt B ucom Lt Howard SSgt 0'Connor SSgt lito

Lt Horn Navig tor
F/0 Shoop Lt Frey SSgt Tritz SSgt Browne
F/0 Arens Lt addu SSgt Taylor SSgt Cooper

Lt Macomber pas enger

Novermber 14-- Every hing quiet toda -3 o icers and 6 enlisted

men dep rted th s norning for 7 days leave in Sy ney, 9 nlisted men

also left for a 10 day stay at M ckay,

Novem e r 15- - gt "Wh ee1 " Ha s t i r_gs ha s f na l l y r e j oi ned t he f ol d

after a month and a half oi TD n Brisbane Sgt Hasti gs' tales o the big

city wi11 ra with th best of the tall sto y tellers m sterpiece.

Arrang ments, are being ade to replenish this wan ng liquor suppl of
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and Of f i cer s cl ub .

November 16 A flight of ni e ships left at 0?05 to bo b and

strafe the track between 81 noa Village and Lakona, N. G. Le flets were

also dropped. Of 66 250 pou d bo bs, all but two ware seen to fall i

the area,
About 19 th usand ro ds of .50 cal ., 700 30 l., and 30 20

a o were expended. T e crewss
PI LOT CO PI LOT G N R R DI O GUNNER
Capt Rosebush M Ware (FATF) Cpl Chapi SSgt H ught

Lt Spitzer vi ator
Lt Rickord Lt Tilbrook SSgt McDer ott SSgt Peeosky

TSgt utler Photographer
F/0 Prince Lt Briatvn SSgt Weste n SSgt Fox orth

Sgt Gate Photographer '
Capt ucom Lt Tallon SS t Biskupski SSgt Wright

Lt Hor n N v .ga t or
Lt Dean Lt Coghill SSgt Powers SSgt Drieabach

Capt Braddo A IF p ssenger
F/0 Arens Lt Ho e SSgt Divers SSgt Browne
Lt Jones Lt Ric rdson SSgt Sotelo TSgt Lott

Lt Pa t ry l i ck Na i .t or
F/0 Harrington Lt Dellis te SSgt Parsons S/S Piper

TS Sucker Photographer
L R t Lt Young SSgt M llenh ur SSgt Bowli

No ber 17 Extremely b d w ather turned 10 ships b ck at

arilinan, e b rked on a atri e againat ahipping in nsa Bay, N. G.

Those on the mis ion were:
PILOT CO P LOT G N ER R DIO G R
Capt Ellis (FL) Lt Dean SSgt M

.
lenhou SSgt Bowli g

Lt Spi t aer .v i g t or
Lt Rickord Lt Frey t cDer ott SSgt Pecosky

Sgt Gates Photographer
Capt Rosebush ( 'L) Lt McAden Cpl Chapin SSgt ug t

Lt Horn Nav atar M , Van Atta Pre s Correspondent
F/0 Prince Lt Dellisante SSgt A m SSgt M lito
Capt ancom (FL) Lt Aoward SSgt R o gt tephen

Lt P trylick vigator
F/0 Harrington Lt Richardson SS Powers SSgt Piper
Capt Howe ( L) Lt Tallon TSgt Su ker TSgt Lott

Lt Kraua vi tor
F/0 Aren Lt ddux SSgt Tritz SSgt Bro ne

SSgt Covin ton P otographer
Lt Jonea ( ) F/0 use SSgt Clark SSgt Foxworth

Lt andt N i ator
Lt st Lt Bell m S gt Perez Sgt Casillas
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November 18-- Bad weather again cancelled a mission.
Ten ships

out to Gloucester and then to search for bar•ges btween Borgen B y and

Rein Bay ha to turn b ck nean Finschafen,
The cr s were:

P LOT CO PILOT GUNIER RADIO GUNNE
Capt Howe Lt Tallon SSgt Shipley Sgt Lott

Lt Spitzer Navigator
F/0 Prince Lt Dallisante SSgt O Connor SSgt Malito
F/0 Harrington Lt Tilbrook SSgt Rylko SSgt Bau gardn r
Capt Rose ush Lt M Aden Cpl Chapin SSgt Hau ht

Lt Horn Navigator
F/C hoop Lt Hogue SSgt Ham el SSgt Malicki

SSgt C1ark Photographer
Lt Dean Lt Cogh ll SSgt Weste n SSgt Foxworth

SSgt Powers Fhotographer
Lt Jon s Lt Frey SSgt llenhour SSgt Bowlir.g

Lt raus Navigator
F/0 Arens Lt add x SS t Divers SSgt Browne

SSgt Boggs Photographer
Lt st Lt Rell m SSgt Kunze SSgt Piper
Lt Ri ck or d Lt Br i s t on SSg McDe ot t SSgt Pe cos k

November 1 - Mission - low oblique photagraphs of certa areas

at Cape Cloucester and search for barges between Borgen nd Rein Bays,

N. B. Results-photographs taken without i.̂.ci
3ent, and three luggers

attacked with a direct hit on one and dam ge to t e other two, Also

an ack ack position was s enced, but the actual dam ge is u known and

an unserviceable lu ger w s attacked.
In a11, 55 250 b bo bs were dropped

nd 925 rounds of 50 c l, a o were expended he crews:
PILOT CO PILOT GII NER RA IO G NN R
Capt Rosebush Lt Mc den Cpl Chapin SSgt flaught

Lt Horn N vigator
F/0 Aren Lt Hogue SSgt Tritz SSgt Browne
F/0 Ladd Lt Tilbrook SSgt Parsons SSgt Piper
Capt Bavcom Lt llebrew SSgt Rylko S t Stephens

Lt Rraus Navigator
Lt Dean Lt Coghill SSgt Powers SSgt a mgardner

SSgt Shiple Photogr pher
Lt Jones F/0 Ruse SSgt Clark SSgt Cooper
F/0 H rrir.g

ton Lt Young SSgt u lenhour SS t Wright
Lt Jacob on Navigator

Lt Rickord Lt Fox SS Mc ermott SSgt Pecosky
SSgt Divers Photo rap er

' / 0 Sho op Lt Br i s t on SSgt Boggs SSgt l i ck i
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November 20-- 10 enli ted n departed at 8:30 A this morn

for a 10 day leave in ckay. Leaves for ths Grou d Cre s are com g

arou d ch faster tha previouely.
Bette Da i and P L s play d

in the show tonight "Watch on the R i e", an excelle t picture greatly

en oyed by all.

November 21-- Gary Coop r, II a Merkle and Phullis Brooks were

g ests of the 3rd Gro p today,
These are the first a ' the isiti g

celebriti s to venture to our Base a d thei show nd presence was

greatly en oyed by ll.
They were taken for an ai plane ride by en

of the 90th Sq d on and er thri led by being allowed to ride in a

comb t pl ne.
The fellows seemed to be ore impressed b G y Cooper

t an the ladiesL t Head w s transferred o Gp tod y and Lt co ber

assum d t e duties of Sq Inte ligence O£ficer.

Nove ber 22-- Lts Sm th, e tann, and -Wonderly de rted for the

llth R
.
G today.

Three more happy boys who a e go ng ho e knowing they

have handled a rd ob well. Con ratulations fellow Aere's hopin

you stay in the IISA is a long vne.

November 23-- This ti e a ground support mi sion. total of

108 hundred pounders were droppe on Boing, Bangeng, nd Ngandau

Villages and the ad oining track. The object lies ust west of Satel-

berg, N .B. M ny h ts were destroyed, leaflets were dropped and t e

ack ack, wh t there c s of it, in ccurate. In a11 19,000 rounda of .50

cal, ammo and 900 rounds of .30 ca1, were expe ded. The crews;

PILOT CO PILOT GIINN R A
.
IO GONN R

Capt Robebush Lt Mc den Cp1 Ch pin S/S H ug t
Capt Ellis Co® an Pi ot Lt Spitzer Na gator

F/0 Ladd Lt Dellisante S/S a el S/S Fo worth
Lt Ho r Lt B ke S/S Rylko S/S St phe s

S/ S Powe r a Phot ogra pher
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November 23 crews continued:

PILOT CO PILOT GU NER R DIO GU
.
N R

Lt Jones F/0 R se Sgt ornburger S/S McAteer
Lt Patrylick N igator

F/0 Prince Lt Briston S/S dam S/S Baum ard er
F/0 H rrir.gton

Lt Young S/S Bo cki S/S owling
Mr Manen, Aust alian. r Correspondent

Lt Rickord Lt Richardson S/S Covington S/S alic i
Lt Braus Navigator

L Dean Lt Coghi l l Sf Joh on S/ S Coop r
SSgt Shipley Photographer

F%0 Aren Lt Killebrew S/S Divers S/S Browne
Lt ight AIF

November 4--- apt Valuaek, Engineering Officer of this Squ dron

si ce its departure from the states in January, 1942, was transferred to

the m inland today, Lt Hibblen returned to duty from the hospital at

Oro Bav after a two month siege of typhus. more enlisted n left

t aday t o s p nd a 1 0 day l eave a t N c ay .

November 2 -- Evervthing exceptionally quiet today. Rumors

concerning A20's are gett ng hotte^ by the nute. The organi ation

should be equipped with them in t e next week.

November 26--- TSgt Pleasant discharged today to accept appoint ent

as W 0 ' in Re ar A v. He has been assigned to B mb Com and,
S/ J .

Pleasant ha been with the 90th for two years Today the or nization

completed 10 months continuous service in New Gu nea. any of ths men

have not left the Island s nce their arrival in Januar .

November 27--- TSgts Butler & Lott and SS t C ark d parted this

AM for the 11th CD to await their return to the States, all havi g

completed over 50 m ssions.
In y,

Sgt Lott s force to bail out

over the mountains and spent 9 days walking back to camp ith the aid

of riendly natives. S x ore enlisted men returned from the R st Area

t Mackay .
Plenty of tall tales circulat ng tonight concerning Aussie

wom n and liquor,
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November 2B-- Mission.
Capt Rosebush led 9 ship for tion in

quest of barges from Saidor to Fortifi tion Poi t N
. B, and a subm ri e

reportsd in the vicinity of N b ri u . A1 o coast defensea an AA

positions along the coast were to be hit. Ncae of the tar t as fou d,

ha ever , but ? t c - h ndre d f i f t y pound r s wer s dropped on vi l l a ges and

aeveral points on the way. Strafing was also rried o t a an e e y

barge, probably ser ice ble, was strafed outh of Saueruak Bay.
A

total of 5,000 round of ,50 cal, and 150 .30 cal. am o were e pended.

The crew :

PILOT CO PILOT GUNN R R DIO GUNN R
Capt Rose ush Lt Aden Cpl Chapin S/S aught

S/S Powers Photogr pher gt Sweigert Passen er
F/0 Shoop Lt Bristan 5gt Hanson S/S a a d er
F/0 Harri gton Lt Tallon S/S M roney S/S Mc tee
Lt Jonea Lt d S/S Wester n S/S

.
icki

Lt Draus vigator
F/0 Prince Lt Tilbrook S/S 0'Connor S/S a ito

Lt Hor vi ator
Lt fl o a rd Lt ke r S/ S Shi pl ey S/ S B l da n
Lt Rickord Lt tters S/S Fiaaano S Casill s

Lt Landt avigator
F/0 Ladd F/0 R se S/S Boguc S/S Wright
Lt Gerry Lt Folse S/S Taylor S/S Swe ney

,November 2 - - T gt l l , f orm r crew chi ' i n t hi s or g ni t i on ,

present crew d ief of "FAT CAT", transferred to Gp Hq. S enlisted men

departed for Rast rea At ackay, Group Com ander i formed the Sq dron

that it w ld be equipp d with A-20s in the next five days.

Nove ber 30-- Pay Day in New Guinea, For t e seco d conas tive

month, the organisation has received h ir p on the last day of the

month. Now the fellows only d . ome place to sp nd it S

Driesbach, n er form the 8th Sq relieved from attached today nd

re ned to the 8th. Prep rations are bieng made to tu n over 25s to

the 13th. In ret n, we are to get 15 A- 0s.
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December 1 - F/
.s

Arens, P ince and Shoop appointed 2 d Lts today

effective November 26/43.
The new Lt are graduates of 421 a d all te a s

of over th ty combat missions.

December 2-- Lt Peter on returned fr m CWS in Brisbane today.

Everyo e received a pleasant surprise as Q issued bottle of b®er per

n.
Firat beer in months for any

December 3-- All of the Sq dron's B-25s Were turned in today nd

15 -2 received, u t be ready for combat in 1 week if possible. Looks

like the boys are oir. to be busy.
Sgts For an,

Fiz ano and Phillips

transferred to 8 th Sq today , -

Decem :er 4 Word received th t Lts Jones ar_
d Rickord were promoted

to Captains as of Nov . 29/ 3. 2nd Lts Dean,
Ebeling, Fox,

Frey, Gerry ,

Ho ard, Killebrew, Spitzer and St sburg pramoted to t Lts on same date.

Lts Fol e and add x, and Lt Kellum transferred to 89th and 8th qs

respecti ley .

December 5 7 E .M, returned from T.D, at Mac y Rest rea . Work

co ing along fine on A-20s.
Pilot are really happ bout the c n e.

The ahould prove to be excellent ships.

Deoember - 7 men ret ned from 7 days lea in Sy ney this

. . 13 E . M , departed for cka ,

December ?-- SSgt Po ers dep rted for US today. Sgt P ers

is a veteran of aver 0 combat missions. 3 enlisted men *e rned from

7 days leave yd ey . _-

December 8-- 6 Enlisted Men departed for Melbourne on the ne

15-day leave arran ement. It may soon be po sible for a11 E.M, to enjoy

a 15 day leave in Sydney or Melb rne once each si month .
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December 9 8sion todap. Led by Capt Ellis with C pt Roae-

b h and Lt Saunders as light leaders, the 90th pulled its first mission

with A-20 . T e t get was the coastal tr ck between ase enc River and

ando i Villa e. eaty-five 300 poundera were dropped and 21 hit he

target, resulting in three colu of blac moke . Due to the l unction-

ing of the g n , only 2855 rvuads of .50 al, am o we e used.
The crews:

PILOT GU NFR RADIO GU R
Capt llis S/Sgt Bogga

Lt Spitzer avi tor
Lt Prince S/S Shipley S/S owland, J
F/0 rri ĝton ' Sgt Casi las S/S Cooper
Capt Rosebush S/S Stephens

Sgt Gates Photo apher
Lt Shoop S/S 0'Co or S/S Sin er
F/0 Ladd S/S Bo cki S/S alicki
Lt Sa dera S/S Perez S/S Chiapella
F 0 R se S/ S Ada S/ S roney
Lt Mc den S/S Johnson, DB S/S R lko

Dece ber 10-- Capt Denniston, ember of the 90th sinee July 15,

1941 and Squ dron Adjut nt .nce the outfit came overseas until he

as ed the duties of Executive Officer ir_ October, 1 43, was t na-

ferred to Gp q today to ssume the fluties of Gp d utant. Due to the

chan over to A-20 , 9 officers and 10 enlisted m n were tra ferred

to the 43rd and 90th omb Groups.

Dece b r 11-- v g inished over 50 Co b t missions, C pt
. .

Jones and Rickord received their ch deserved ordera to return to ths

States. Lt Hibblen retu ned from he hospit l where he had been con i ed

for typhus.

December 12 vs thing quiet today. Several of the men recentl

transferred retu ned today to give everyone the lowdown on heavies.
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Dece ber 13-- elve ships hit Kwato an : iyau viliages and the

r ad between the up in the mu valley. B®cause the villages sit in a

deep and narro alley with a steeply rising mountain at the ead, it was

i pos ible to hit Aiyau at miri u altitude. Seventeen 250 pounders and

twenty 300 pounders were dropped scoring 32 hits and 9650 rounds of .54

ca l , nd f i f t v r ou ds o£ 20mm am o e r e ea pended . Thos e on t he i s s i on :

PI OT GUNN R ADI O GUN ER
Ca pt El i s S S M

.
l enhour S/ S al i t o

Lt Prince S/S Shipley S/S owland,
F/0 Ruse S/S A ms Sgt Hornburger
Lt Saunders S/S Cardwell S/S Lu d ren
Lt Mc den S/S Kunze S/S Piper
Lt Ge r ry S/ S Mc e mot t Sgt Ha r rel l J ,E .
Capt Ros bush S/S aught S/S tephen
F/0 Ladd S%S Parsons S/S Pecos y
Lt Frey S/ S Pere z S/ S We s t rman
Ca pt Baucom S/ S Bog a S/ S Fo or t h
Lt Strasburg S/S arber S t Gates
Lt Fox S 'S Tayl or S/ S Jo ns on , DB

December 14-- Presaging the US Armyts land g, A lut Plantation

on Merkus Point, near rawe, New Britain was struck twice today. eavies

and mediums hit th abjectivs during the day. Du ing the two missions,

72 z 250s and 8 z 300s were drop ed. Seventy-six hit the rk.
21665

ro nds of .50 ca1, am o ere exp nded in the strafing. Clouds of black

s moke we re obs erved a f t e r t he s e cond n , and i t i s op . i oned t a t v er y

little was left at the plantation,

F at Mission:
PILOT GU ER R DIO GUNNER

Capt Rosebush S/S ught S/S Stephe
F/ 0 L dd S/ S Pa rs ons S/ S rr el l
Lt Fr ey S/ S Chi a pe l l a S/ S We at er an
Lt Sa nders S/S Cardwel S/S Lu dgren
Lt M den S/S Wright S/S Piper
Lt Fox S/S Taylor S/S Johnaon, DB
Capt B ucom S/S Bog s S/S Fox orth
F/0 Ruse S S llenhour S/S alito
Lt Tallon S/S Ba n ardner, R S t Gates hotographer
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Fi t s i on Cont i nued s
PILOT GIINNER R IO GUN R

Lt P ince 3/S 3hipley S/S Rovland,
Lt gillebre S/S eves Sgt Tu ek
Lt Dellisante Sgt Singler S/S M tesr

S cond ission
P , T

G NNER RADIQ GU ER
Capt Rosebu h S/S aught S/S Stephe s
F/0 Ladd S/S F rsons Sgt arrell
Lt Frey S/S Chiapella S/S Westerm n
Lt Sau ders S/S Cardwell S/S Lundgren
Lt M den S/S Wright S/S Piper
Lt Fox S/S ullenhou S/S alito
Capt aucom S S Bog SfS Fox orth
F/0 Ruse S S Ada S/S 0'Connor
Lt Tallon S/S Ba m ardner S/S Sykes
Lt Prince S/S Shipley S/S owland, J
Lt llebrew S/S Reeves S Turek
Lt Dallisaate Sgt inglor S/S M teer

December 15-- Several of the officers returnsd from Sydney today

with m ny tales on the art of love king the ustralian way,
Sgt ansford,

an MP, oined the organization to serve as a unner, Pfc rtin Cerri

oined the Medical Detachment today,

December 16-- Capt Panc er, for er member of the 90th, was re-

assigned to the Squadron today, S/Sgt Gleen, Ordnance, promoted to T/Sgt.

December 17-- Word received that Lt Burgess,
DS on ferr.y

ing ob,

was admitted to the hospital in Townsv lle Everything r ning amoothl

here today.

December 18-- T elve planes dropped 42 x 250 pounders ( 11 Aits)

on the Walingai Village up in the u and expended 12950 round of .50

cal, a o. Capt Ellis 1ed the Squadron.
The ares was l ft filled with

craters but results in general wers unobserved, The crew :

PILOT GUNNER R IO GUN R
Capt E11is S/S Malito S/S M llenhour
Lt De n S/ S Tay l or S/ S John on , DB
Lt Delli ante S/S 0'Con or Sgt Si gler
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December 18th crews continued:

Lt Sau ders S/S Sotelo S/S Cardwell
Lt illebrew Sgt Hornburg r S/S Ada
Lt Tal l on S/ S Ga rber S/ S Bo ck i
Ca pt Ros ebu h S/ S Bau ga r dner S/ S r re 1l
F/0 Lgdd S Parsons S/S Pecos
Lt Frey S S Perez S/S Ghiapella
Capt Baucom S/S gunze S/S Piper
Lt Strasburg S/S Stephens

S t Gates Photographer
Lt Fo S/S S ith, E.E. 5 t aason

December 1 - The crews were on readiness u til 1s 0 PM, at

vhich t me a ca11 ca e through rushing them to the line. Twenty minutes

before take of ths mission was a o nced and st 2:45 PM 12 hips were

off to bomb and strafe the track east of Sing River n the west ba k

of the Puli R ver up in the Arawe, New Britain area. A total o 39 a 250

po nders were dropped or.
the target and 9,400 rou ds of .50 cal, a o were

ex de d , The cr ews we re :
PILOT GUNN R RADIO GUNNER

Cspt E11is S/S Mulle haur S/S lito
Lt Dean S/S Taylor S Tu ek
Lt Fox S/S Hamm el S/S S ith
Lt Sa nde r s S/ S Bagt eki S/ S Garbe r
F/0 R se Sgt Hornburger S/S rrell
Lt Ger ry S/ S McDermot t S/ S Re eve s
Capt Rosebush S/S aught Sgt Chapin
Lt Arens S/S Bau gardner S/S Sykes
Lt McAden S/ S Wr i ght S/ S Bunze
Capt Baucom S/S Boggs

S Gates Photog pher
Lt Dellisante S/S McAteer Sgt Sin ler
Lt Baker S/S Rowland T/S Sucker

December 20--
The th rd mission ia three d ys--for possible

positions in Aise illage area bet een Arawe and Cape Gloucester, Nsw

Britain. All of the 41 x 250 pounders hit in the target area resultin

in one gun definitlsy destroyed and one p obably destroyed. The whole

vi l a ge a s heav i l y da ged , f hut a be i n l e f t af i r e . 1 6 , 200 r ounds

of . 50 c .l , and 1 00 x 20 a o we re es pended .
The cr ews :
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PILOT G NNER R IO GUN E

Capt E11is S/S llenhour S/S lito
Lt Dean S/S Jvhnson DB

S Gates Photographer
Lt Frey Sgt H nson S/S Bis upski
Capt Rosebush S/ ught Sgt Chapin
F/ 0 add S/ S Pa r s ons S/ S oor e
Lt M den S/ S Pi per S/ S unze
Capt Baucom S/S Baumgardner S/S Sykes
Lt 5trasburg S/S 0'Co or S/S Harrell
Lt Baker T/S S cker S/S S ith
Lt Sa nders S S Garber S/S Bo ck
Lt Arens S/S Perez S/S Westerman
Lt l l e brew S/ S Adam

December 21-- Another target ir he Cape Gloucester area--

two coded areas and a cva5 l track. Capt E 1is led the 12 ship

fo mation which dropped 42 250 pound rs and expended 15,000 rounds

of .50 c l. s o and 75 rounds o 20mm. Forty of the bombs landed i

the target area resulti g i craters and fires but the results were

unobserved, Ths drews:

PILOT GUNNER R DIO G NER
Capt Ellis S/S Bogga S/S Fo worth
Lt Arens S/S Perez S/S Ch pella
F/0 Ruse S/S Ada S/S Tritz
Capt Rosebush S/S aught Sgt Ch pin
F/ 0 L dd S/ S P r s ons S/ S Pe cos ky

_ Lt Tallon S/S 6ovin ton Sgt Gates (photo)
Lt Col (unn S/S B mgardner S/S Sy es
Lt Fox S/S Harrell Sgt nson
Lt Frey SfS Kunze S/S Pip r
Lt Saunders T/S-Sucker S/S Rowland
Lt G rry S/S Stephens S/S Reeve
Lt Dellisante S/S T ylor Sgt T ek

December 2?_-- o missiona today the Nips i ravi es nort of

Hubika illage, Ne Gu.
inea and two coded targets at Borgen Bay, New

Brit n.
The first ission took off at 8:15 and 12 s ips dropp d 90

x 100 pounders and expended 15 40 rounds of .50 cal, a o. uch dust a d

s oke resulted but the results could not be deter ned, Twelve planes
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o
n l ed by Ca pt E11 i s l e f t .n t he ear l y f t er noon t o hi t or ea

B y, A di m emplacement was silence but tho other re ult8

w re uneb erved 82 a 1 pounders and 4 x 250 pounders were dropped

all but S strik ag the t rget. In strafi g 17000 ro nd af .50 l,

and 3 ou ds of 2 wer uaed , The crews were

F rst Mission

Pi l ot unner adi o Gu r

Cap El l i s S/ S Mul l nhour S/ S M 1 i t o
Lt De n S/S Taylor S S Johnaon
Lt B ker /S Wssterm n S/S Ch apella
Capt Rossbush Sgt Chapi S/S ght
F/0 Ladd S/S Peco k S/S MooraLt McAde S/S Harrell S/S Wright
Lt Are S/S Bog S S Foz erth
Lt G rry S/S M Der ott S/S Step ens
L gi lebrew S/S Ba rdner S t Bouchar

S a ders S/S C dwell S/S Lu dgren
Lt Strasb g T/S Suaker S/S S ith
Lt Dellis nte S/S arrell S S Bi kupski

S d Mission;

Cap* E?lis S/S Mu ienh u S/S Mal to
D a n S/ S Tayl or S/ S Joh eo

Gap Roseb sh S C p
Mr. Van Atta (War Correspondent

F/0 L dd S/S t Peco

}
S/S Moo e

Lt Mc dan S/S Har ell S/S Wri ht
Lt Arens S/S Westerm n

Capt Mart (Pas nger}
F 0 Ruae S/S Adam S/S Ho urger
L . K lleb ew S/S a m a d er Sg Boucher
Lt Saunders S/S Cardweli S/S Lu d r n
Lt Strasb rg T/S Sucker S/S S

.t
h

Lt Deilisants S/S el S/S Biskupgki

Da ee m r 23 - - - Cor p Thom s a ppoi nt ed t t oday . T e l pl ane s I ed

by Gapt E11is at 0740 o atri e a bar e hideout and unloading raa

south of Sio9 N w tinea . The nat al c ver w s ao thick that tha

re ults w re lar ely unobaerved but two barges were known to be
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destroyed and two amagec All but one of the 84 x 100 ov ders r,it

the rget area and 21 050 rou ds of ition were expended, Those

on t e mission wer a

Pi1ot Gunner dio Gu ner

Cspt Ellis S/S ito
S t Gat es Phot ogr pher

Lt Dean S/S Taylor S T rek
L Baker T/S Sucker S/S Rowland
Lt Frey S/S Mali ki S/S Ba cki
Lt Me den S/S K n e S/S Piper
Capt B ucom S/S Boggs S/S Bogg
Lt Strasburg S/S Cardwell S S Sotel
Lt F x S S Hanson S/S Hammel
Lt :en S/S Wester an S/S Chiapella
M Gerrity S/S Ree es S/S Stephens
Lt Del l i r_t e S/ S Pa r s on S/ S Mo r e

De b r 24---- wo trike to y, both on the southwest coast of New

Bri in. The firsty a coded targ t n the Cape Gloucaster area, ae

hit at 1015 to 1035 by twelve plane and 88 of the 92 100 pound

bombs hit the t r et, 9675 ro da of ,50 l, am o were expended.

Three huts set afire and a barge as strafed The crew s

Pi ot Gu e r R di o Gunne r

Cap EI1ia S/S Garber S/S Mal to
Lt M den S/S K ze S/S Wright
F/0 Rus S/S Taylor Sgt Tu ek
Capt Roaebush S/S Baum ard er S/S arrell
Lt Frey S/S We tsrm S/S Chiapella
Lt Fox S/S nson S/S Bi k pski
Capt Baucom S/S Boggs S/S Fox orth
Lt S rasburg S/S Rowland S/S S ith
Lt Gerry S/S R eve S/S Stephens

Cp1 Rren (passen r)
Lt Sa ndera S/S Lundgren S/S Sotelo
Lt De l l s ant e S/ S Par eons S o e
Lt Baker S/S Covington S/S alick

The second mission consisti of 6 hi s left at 1630 to seek

b rges up the di Ri er and to hit 5aurch Vill ge, New Brit , No
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barges were seen,, but 22 x 250 poundere resulting i 21 hita e

dropped in the i lage, H te 6re destroy d a d a dock as t ffed.

9250 ro nds of a were expended The c e ss

Pilot Gunner Radio G ner

Capt El is S/S nson S/S Bis upski
Lt re SfS Westsr a S/3 Chiape la
Capt P ncher S nson S/3 3tephe
Capt Roasbu8h S S K e SfS Wright
Lt x S/ S Covi gt on S/ S l i ck i
Lt Baker S/S Taylor S t ak

Decemb r 25 - orp kins ai pl ne ch nicp a$si ned to 8th

Fighter q dron. Judging from the nu ber of m ssions lately ru

in the Cape Glouceater are it ould 3e®m h t Dig th ngs are

forthcoming, Toda there were two atrike n the aout western p rt

of e Br .tain. 9 hip l d bq Capt Elli st uck a oded get

at Cap Gloucester and a neighbor n tr ck. A of 66 x 100

po der were dropp d, 63 falling in the tar t rea, and 14565

ro nds of a o were xp nded ny hut were left burni g aad

dam ged. The crewa

Pilot G nner dio Gu ner

C pt El l i s S/ S el S S Bi kupski
Lt Dean S/S Taylor S/S oh son
Lt Ruse SfS Covi ton S/S Bog i
Capt Baucom S/S Parsons S S oo e
Lt St as urg S S Cardvell S/S L d en
Lt G rry SfS Ree es Sg Gate

(P oto ap er)
Lt rens S/S We ter n S/S Chiap ll
Lt Dellisante S/S Q Con or S Singler
Capt P nch r S S Ro land S S alito

L tar from 1415 to 1435 Capt Ro ebu.
h led nine irpl es n a tr e

aloag the east bank of the Pu i Ri r from its mouth to Didmop, Ne
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B ita n Three illages w re attacked a d smoke was observed in

one of them. 1 of the 54 x 100 po ders hit the ark and about

15 000 rounds af 50 cal m o vere expendeds i the etraf ng,

Dacember 26 ---- oday i the big one- landing at Cape Gloucester.

Col . Henebry led e .g
ht of our sh ps in a strike a ainst the Nip on

Target Ridge F res were st rted but ot er results were unobserved,

Thirty 250s were dropped with 27 hitti g the rk and 12400 ro ds

of a o wer e ex nded Much of our s i pp ng wa s i n t he a rea a d

the sky wa f lled with airplanes The crews

P 1ot G nner R dio Gun er

Lt Co1 Henebr S/S Lun ren
a Gi ors and Capt Blake (p ssengers)

Lt Arens S/S Jo son S S Taylor, .
Lt rrington S/S Stephens

Ca t ennedy (p senger)
Capt E is S Cov gton S/S Ma icki
Lt Strasb g SfS Rowland Sgt Gates

(Photog ph r)
Lt rey S/S Parson S/S oore
Capt Rosebush S/S C pin S/S ught
Capt Bauco S S O Con or Lee Van tta

(Wa Cor r

December 27--- t B rns transferred to Group Headqu rters today.

Reports have the landing at Cape Gloucester going nicely Capt

Rosebush took n ne planes to hit a clearing on the east bank of the

Pul i Ri r and t he e dge of Dedmop Vi l l a g , e r Br i t a i n , The t ar g t

was attacked from 1 15 to 15 5 nd 31 500 pounders were dropped,

l l on t he t 8 r t I n s t r af i g 1fi 3 50 r ound of 50 a l i b r o

were expended The res lts ere nobserv d Those o the m ssion

we r e
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P lot G n er Radio Gunner

Capt Rosebush SfS C pi S/S u t

Lt Ge ry S/S ornbur er S/S Stephe s
Lt D llieante S/S Co n on S/S Bog c i

Lt A ns S/S Sotelo S/S Cardwell

Lt c den S/ S Tayl or Sgt T k
Lt Ru e S/S Parsons S/S Moore
Capt Baucom S/S Mc t er 9/S 0'Co nor
Lt Ba er S/S Rowl nd S/S Shipley
Lt Frey S/S Wester n S/S Chiapell

December 28 lthough 9 ships took of at 0755 to etr ke a coastal

track at pe Gloucester, only 8 reached the target. For re sone

be ond hia control a late take-off prevented Capt Pancher from

catc i g the formation led by Capt llis, All of the 2 x 250

dropped hit the target and 12 250 rou ds of a mo er e pendad,

Th e chi e g emplace nt were a lenced, but other result

vere unob r ad, The crewss

Pi ot C er di o Gu er

Capt lis S/S Card ell S/3 L ndgren
Lt Fox S/S ® l S/8 a on
Lt Del l i ant e S/ 3 0 'Connor S S t er
C pt Rosebn h S/S Ch p Sf rrell
Lt H r i gt on S/ S Co gt on S S 1aal i i
Lt Frey S/S e te an S/S Chi p lla
Capt B ucom Sf3 Taylor S/S Jo ason
Lt St sb rg S St®phen S/S Garb r

pt Pancher S/S flornbu ger S/ Trit$

December 29---- t D®a and Patrylick and T/Sgt Ysill ncou t left

t oday f or t he ma i l an t o err a i r craf t a nd pi ck up uppl e n t a r

ations.

Dece ber 30 - ter a day 's respite other Cap Gloucester str e

troop concentrations.
Results a oke a d flying debris. ll o

the 72 z 100 pound bo dropped hit the mark and 14, 00 ro ds o

T IS PAGE DECLASSIFIED I W E 12958



T IS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E 129 S

13

a unition were expended in strafing, Col Henebry again led the

Squ dron. The crews

Pilot Gu ner R dio G er

Capt Ellis S/S Cardwell S/S Lund en
Lt Fox S/S mmel S/S anson
Lt Dellisante SfS 0'Connor S/S M teer
Capt Rasebush S/ Chap S/S arreli
Lt a rington S/S Covi gton S/S M licki
Lt Frey S/S Westerman S/S Chiapella
Capt Baucom S/S Taylor S/S John o
Lt St ra s b g S/ S St e phens S/ S G rber
Capt Pancher S/S Hornburger S/S Trit

Dece ber 31---- oday troaps n t e Borgen y New Brita area,

Ten shipa ed by Capt Ellis hit the tar et dropp g 66 z 100 pounders

and 4 x 250a.
All of the bombs except 2 a 100s hit the m rk aad

15 200 rou ds of am o were ezpended. Resulta were ob erved,

T e crews

Pilot Gunner dio Cu ner

Capt Ellis S/S Garber Lt Spit er
( avi ator)

Capt P ncher S/S 0'Co or S/S teer
Lt l den S/S gun e 5/S R lko
Capt Baucom S/S Boggs 5 rrell
Lt Bur e s S/S Rowl d Sgt rek
Lt arrington S/S Fra l S/S Ca i las
Lt Arens S/S C rdwell S S Sotelo
Lt Foz S/S Biskupski S t Han on

j G rrity S/S ves S t Boucher
Lt e S/S Hornburger S/S Trit

Ja nuary 1 1 - ---, new y ea r but t he same ol d t a r ge t s , Two

m ssions were r n - o e in the morning and one the afternoon,

At OTOO Capt Ellis took 8 planes to bomb and strafe troop

concentration.in the Cape Gloucester area, Re ults were unobser ed

but 4 x 1 pou ders and 4 x 250s were dropped on the arget.
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15, 750 rou ds of . 50 l . o and 24 rou da of 20 e o xer

u ed in the atrafing. The Crews

Pi l ot G n er R di o G er

C pt llis S/S Garber S/S Sykes
Lt Shoop S/S 0'Co or Sg Si gler
Lt Gerr Sgt Boucher S/S Stephens
Capt ucom S/S Lu dgren S/S Sotelo
Lt St ab g S/S Hornb rg r Sgt Trit

Lt Baker S/S ze S/ yl o
Lt urgess c H sford S/S Aowl d

Lt Tal l on S/ S Fra i S/ S Cooper

In the afternoon 9 shipa a ai led by Capt ffi lfe xent on a

hunt frvm Wald B to Sa dor and to bom .
d st afe Saidor,ba r y

Nev Guinea. Txo barges ere da d but other res lts ver observed

52 z 100 pounder and 50 pou dera all hit the target and

15 725 rou d9 of .50 liber o and 61 rounda of 20 m ammo xere

ea pends d . The cr s

Pilot Gu ner dio G er

Capt llia S/S G rber Lt Spitaer
( i tor

Lt c. .den S/ S gun S/ S Vr i ht
Capt P ncher S S L dg en S/S Card ell
Capt aucom S/S Boggs S/S Fo xorth
Lt Hovard S/S ammel Sgt on
Lt Ha ri gton S/S Fra kl S/3 Coop r
Lt P i nce S S oney c anef ord
Lt Delliaante S/5 Hornb r Sgt Trit
Lt rey S/ S Ree o s Sgt Bo cher

Lts Jacobaon and Landt vere transferred to the 43rd Bo b Group

tod y.
Both are bombardiers and h be n xith the or ani ation

i ce No mber

Ja u ry -- oda a gro d upport mission for troops l nding at
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Saidor, Neu Guinea. We sent 13 ahips, an all t e -20 record

for us, led b Capt Ellis. ll of the 45 bo ba - 500 pou ders

hit e tar t and 19,250 rounds of ,50 c l, and 52 rounds of

2 am o were e pended. Again result were unobser ed. Those

on the mission$

Pi l ot Gunner R di o Ct er

Capt Ellis S/S Garber Lt Spit$er
( a igator)

Lt Mc den S/S unse S/S Wright
Lt Shoop S t Singler S/S McAteer
Capt ucom S Campb ll S/5 Fo rorth
Lt Baker S/S Shipley S/S S th
Lt Strasb g S/S Ca d ell S/S L ndgren
Lt Burgess S/S Covington S t Gates

( Pho t ogra phe r )
Lt Ruse SfS Hor burg r S/S Trit
Lt Foa S/ S Bi skupaki S/ S am el
Lt Arens S/S Parsons S/S oore
Lt G rr S/S Reeves Sgt Boucher
Lt Tallon S/S Fra klin S/S Casillae

January t Mount vas assi ed to ay, He is to act as Ass t

Intelligence Officer, Pfc Glick oined or nization from 8th

Fighter Squ dron

Ja a ry 4- - - t s Mead a nd ande l l de p r t ed f or 7 day l eave
_

Sydney today, All exeesding y q iet for a c ange.

January 5 - 1 Officer and 6 Enlisted M n departed for ? day lea

in Sydney .

Ja ry 6--- t acomber appo ted l t Lt, as o January 2nd

t o ay , 1 I depar t ed f or R at Laav o 10 day s a t c y t oday ,

Sgt Carothers appointed S/Sgt as of Jan ary 1at toda

Janv ry ?----M
/S t Tucker retu ned to duty today rom Bri b ne.

Sgt Tucker h d spsnt the last 3 months on TD at g1e Far s,
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9 Lnlisted n returned from Re t Leave at ac y,

Januar 8---
/0 Ca u zi ret rned from leave today with the ne a

that he ia now a rried a , 22 listed n and 2 Officers

departed for Nad ab tod y to start a p ar .,
Rum r s it t t

e will ov ry soon.

Janua y 9- ? .i s t ed l en of t he or a i a t i on de par t e t oday f or

the Uaited St tes, n mely,
/S t stings, T/S t Du on, Stone,

Thom s and Gle n and S/Sgts Hi 1 and Carothare, A11 are etar n

of o er 23 month of forei n service, and are the firat ground

personnel to be reliev d.

Jan ry 10- -- el e ships at uck troop concentrat ons t ill 660

Cap Gloucester, 54 x 250 poundere were dropped, ll atri i g tha

m rk and i8,390 rou ds of .50 c liber am and 84 ro ds of 0

ammo wer e ez p nded i t he s t raf i ng a t t a ck . e aus e of hea

ungle growth, resulta were unobser d The crew s

Pilot Gunnar dia Gunnsr

Capt Ellis S/S Bog T/S C mpbell
(FATF )

Lt Dean S/ S Ta l or S t Bouche r
Lt ker S/S Shipley S/S S th
Capt Rosebuah S/S C apin S/S aught
Lt Shoop S/S O Co or Capt artin

( bser r )
Lt Ladd S/S oney S/S Di r
Capt Howe S/S Pere S/S Bisk pski
Lt Fox S/S Fr nkli Sgt Linco
Lt Coghi l S/S Cardwell S/S L dgren
Lt u g sa S/S Covi on S/S Bog c
Lt R se S/S dam 3gt Trit$
Lt Rich daon S/S c e mott S/S Sot lo

Jan ry 11--- T/S Sucker and S/S ts u ardnsr and lito,

gunners, recei d orders and departed tod y for the OS. ll have
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over 50 combat missiona, Lt Davia retu ned to duty from the

Ho pital in Brieb e ,

J r 12 tvelve ship for tion led by Capt E111a bombed

and atra ed enemy atorea at arai Villa e, Fi ty one 250 pou der

ve dropped cor ng 51 hita nd 11500 ro nds o .5
0 c liber and

132 r ou da of 20n a o x er ® ez p nded i t ra i ng . ea y gl e

gro h pr ented observation of the result . The crewsa

P lot G nner dio Gunner

Capt Ellis S/S Sykes bt lount
(Int el Of f )

Lt Prince S/S Shiple Sgt Gatea
(Photographer)

Lt Str sb g S/S Bog s S/S Foxworth
Capt Roaebu h S/S Chapi T S H ught
t Ladd S/S arone S/S Moore

Lt H rrin on S S Fra i S/S Casillaa
Lt B rge s S/S Covi ton S/S Bog eki
Lt Hov rd S/S l Sgt Ha eon
Lt Gerr y S/ S McDermot t S/ S Sot l o
Lt rena S/S Perez S/S Bia paki
Lt Ta . on

S/S Stroup Sgt Boucher
Lt illebrex S/S Adam S/S Ho nburger

Ja u r 13-- lthough t elve ahipa took o , only ten reach d the

t rget, troops at Didmop ill ge, ev Britain, a t o h d to

retu bec u e of xeather. Forty 250 poundera er dropped ll

ecor g hits and 1 570 ra nds of .50 c liber m ere expended,

Results wer agai unob er ed, ?he cre a:

Pilot Gu ner dio Gun er

Capt Ellis S/S Garber Lt Spit er ( vigator)
Lt Dean S/S Taylor S/S Piper
Lt Frey S/S right S/S H ught
Capt Ros e bus h S/ S C a pi S/ S c t e ar
Lt Shoop S/S 0'Co or S/S Bouoher
Lt Harri ton Sgt H rrel (Photo) S/S Bog i
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Lt Burges S/S Co in ton S/S Caeillas
Lt Dellisante S/S Shipley S/S Smith
Lt Rich rdson S/S M er ott S/S Sotelo
Lt Are n S/ S Pere z S/ S Bi s kups ki
Lt Fo S/ S St ephens S/ S R l ko
Lt R tters S/S Maroney S/S Moore

J nua 14--- ll quiet. E cellent show tonight, Rad Skelton .n

I Docd I t ,

Janu 15- - - 10 nl i s t ed M n de par t ed f or 10 day 1
.eave at l a ck y

R st Area, S/Sgt Latt re oi ed organi ation after bei g sick in

ustrali for the past four mor_
ths.

Januar 16A t 1025 Capt Elli took a 13 ship for tion off

hit targets n ber 2 and nu ber 3 of the Bo d i Road New Gu nea,

Lt M den uas fo ced to return before reach ng the target because

of ech nical trouble and a fuel shortage aused Lt illebre to

land at Nad b.
Forty-six 250 pound rs ere dropped and 43 hit

the t rget resulting in flyi g 3irt and debris,
Strafin cons med

15350 ro nds of .50 c liber am o and i45 ro ds of 20 ehell .

The cre sa

Pilot Gu ner R dio Gvnner

Capt Ellis T/S M llenhour Lt Spitzer
( N • i g t o )

Lt Prince S/S McDer ott Lt comber
(Int ll Off)

Lt Mc den S/S Fran lin S/S Lundgren
Capt aucom S/S Maroney 5/S HarMell
Lt Ladd S/S Stroup S S Moare
Lt Da i s S/ S Ryl ko S / S M

.•
t e er

Lt Burgess S/S Covington S/S Bo cki
Lt B ker S/S Divers S/S Ha l
Lt Coghill S/S gun e SfS Piper
Lt Ar e ns S/ S Ch p l l a Cpl Hans ord
Lt Tallon S/S Johnson S t Boucher
Lt gillebr S/S Adams S/S Hornburger
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Ja uary 17 Lts Tallon, Stewart and Delli ante pro oted to 1st

Lt aa of Ja 11th.

January 18 -Lta ad and andell returned fr le ve at Sydney

today. Lts Strasb g and Dellisante and S ts Nichols and Pe aon

l ef t t oday t o f erry ai r craf t f r om t he i nl and ,

January 19- - t Patrylick and 24 nlisted Men lo ded all of the

sq adrons heavy equipment aboard a Liberty ship tod .y
to move

it to dzab.

January 20 - oday target of opportunity in the vicinity of

Crocodile Point Did op Rim a , Cape ult gokopo, Bor n Bay

Itne River and Cape Bus i g, Nex Britain. Capt Ellia ag in led

the q adron, but o ly 11 of t e 12 planes reached the tar t as

Lt Talloa vas forcea to return because of inechani l trouble -

his fuel ay tem xas not fu ctioni g properly. A total of 9

plantations ana illages were bo bed and strafed; it was raini g

o r the t rgets, ho ever, and the resulte could not be obaerved.

F ty-four 250 pou ders were dropped and 48 of them hit the

objectives. total of 16600 rou ds of .50 liber mmo vere

eapended, Those participating n the missions

Pilot G nner R dio Gu er

Capt Ellis T/S Mu lenhour Lt Spit er
( av i a t or )

Lt Da i s S/ S Di v e rs
Lt Prince S ek
Capt Baucom S/S roney
Lt aker S/ S Sykes
Lt flarri gton S/S Goo er
Lt B rge s a S/ S i
Lt Ki lebrew S/S Chi pella
Lt R tters S/3 Parsona
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Lt De n S/ S Johnson
Lt Richard on S/S Reev s
Lt Ta11on S/S Ku e

Ja a y 21---
/Sgt owland9 veteran oi o er 50 missions9 halder

oi DFC and Air edal, re urned to the States today S/Sgt le9

Or inance appo nted T/Sgt and S/S t ore appo ted S/S t toda ,

Lt in ey retur ed from Nadzab today with t le of a traf g

attack on the area at Na ab,

Janua y 2 - - - •Today f i f t ee n of t he A- 20s wer e e char.ge d f cr

A-20G°8, t rret jobs. The pilot took the old ones to ore b

and flew the new ones ba k, but Lt Pilgri was forced t•o recurn

to Moresby after an oil l
.ne

broke aus an en ine to quit wh e

com ng through the pae - a arrow squee e The bogs don't th k

ch of the new ships • the turrets and additional fuel pacity

crease the weight so ch as to slaw the planes do rn and c t

do n the m neuverabilit ,

January 2 -- ta B rtsch,
Arens and Robi son dep rted for Sydney

toda 1 E listed n (Ar orers) attached from the 312th Bomb

G to in e rience in combat r ment,P 6 P

January 2 -- gt Ashcroft, Shuell and Friz e departed by boat

for a 15 d y le va in Melbcur s today "Reunion in Fr nce" p aged

at the movies and wa enjoyed by ll.

January 25 - Rowl son, 3rd Airdrome Sq dron9 assi ned tc

the cq adron today to erve as n armorer Mov to d ab

seem to be m t•eri li i g pi3ly,

January 26 -T
/S Ga ewood and S/S Baggs ret rned to the States
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Sgt Gatevood xa an orig nal member of the 3rd Bo b Gp nd lev

throu h the P i ippi e cs p i . Sgt oggs s the youngest

gu ner assig ed to the or ni ation.

Jan ry 2 - t a I cl Sny der a Cord l , rd3 ane , t ra a er r ed

to 22 d Bomb Group. Lt Gerr returned from ferr ing ai cra t.

Instructiona for m ve come in thick nd fast.

Ja ary 28 Ever thing quie Probably the lull before t e

s t or of mov i g ,

Ja r 29- Of f at 8 25 t o t r i e t r oop concent ra t i ons bet een

two p rall l ridges a d a xireless st tion at C pe u hi g, Ne

Brit i . elve pl es took p rt and dropped 48 x SOO , A l

the bo b hit the target are , only c dust and yi g debris

a ob er ed. tot l of 18 400 ro d o ,50 caliber

a m nition s e pended, The crexss

Pilot n er adio G er

Capt E 1is S/S Chiapella Lt Spit er
( igator)

Lt Shoop g Si ler
Lt Be r ngt on S/ S Cooper
Capt ucom S/S roney
Lt Prince S t T rek
Lt er S/S Syk e
Lt Bur es S S H ford S/S Paraon
Lt D i e S/ S Di v rs
Lt Ho rd S/S Stroup
Lt Des n S/ S John o T/ S l en ou
Lt Ru e S/S Ad s S S lioki
Lt Ger y S/S

.ee a

J nu ry 30- - gt ook appo ted S/S t, Corp Wa fe pro oted to

Sgt, P ts Jackson nd Rhoades appointed Pvta l l. i l

inetructiona to ove to N d$ab on Feb u r 2nd received today.
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January 31--- t Ccl Henebry, the Group C09 led the Squadron on a

raid aga st a ship i exiehafen rbor N w Guinea bnt the hip

w s never loc ted However, the secondary ar t was targets f

o pp r t t y bs t wes n Al ex i s f en and l i g a rbor , T e e 1A

poeitions w re ailenced and h ta i illages and plant tion ere

dam ged. Th rty-n e S00 po der y three 2 0s an 17 2 r unds

of am di d t he dam.ge The crews

Pilot nner R dio G n er

Lt Col Heneb S/S Diver Lt ibblen
(Na g t or )

Lt Ladd S/S Parsons
Lt H rr ngt on S/ S Coo per S t C t

(Phota)

Capt llis T/S M llenhour
L Dellisante S/S Ch

.pe
lla

Lt Stra burg /S 3ykea
Capt aucom S S roney
Lt Pri c e S Tur ek
Lt Baker S/S Ada
Lt Burgeae S S l i
Lt Shoop Sgt Singler
Lt Ric rdson S/S R e

ebru ry 1• - Lt G rr and De i nt e wi t h S/ Sg B l and

Green and Corp How rd and 5 men from the Group a asengere are

reported miesi g enroute to Port oresby. All p ssen ers were

l a e person el and ch concern is felt regard thei s fety.

Feb u y 2 --- t - Amela Mission and v llage New Gu e . The

Sq dron9 12 planes w s led by Capt Baucom . The plantation w s

wiped ou+ and the i lage b d y d m ge Of the 63 x 500

po nders dropped 5 fell i the tar et r a and o y one of the

5 x 250s dropp d missed he crews
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Pilot nner R dio u ner

C pt Baucom S/S roney Lt S it er
(

Lt Strasb rg S/S Sykea
Lt g llebrex S/S Stroup S t Gatea

(Photo)

Lt rri gton Cpl Hansford
Lt dd S/S P rso S/S Cooper
Lt B ker T/S llsn o
Lt B rgeas S/S M icki S t Si ler
Lt R e S/ S Adam Lt l acomber

(Int el l Of )
Lt Frey S S Di r s
Lt D an S/S John on S/S e es
Lt Rut t era Sgt ek Sgt Boucher
Lt Foa S S Chiapella

Febr ry 3- - ove at rt d today with the i Echelon o ing

f at d weather tu n d the Squadron bac from a atri e a inat

Hokopo , Gumb i on and Ta rpen Vi l l age , Tex .i n a , The cre aa

Pi ot n r Radi o G er

Lt B r s Lt Spitser
Lt Str aburg S/S L dgren S/S C rdwell
Lt Rutt ra S/3 Shipley Sgt Gates

(Photo)
Lt Ladd 5/S Biskup k3
Lt Ri chardaon S/ S c lt eer
Lt P grim S/S Garb r
Lt rri ton S/S Chapi
Lt Foz S/S Bogu i
Lt Frey S/S C iapella

F®br ry 4 ro d helon ov d today ith only a akeleton

e l e f t beh d t o g rd t he mp a rea , Lt Col I nebry l ed

ele en planea to hit a b rgs b ldin yard nd in t ll tions at

isnbsrg Neu Guinea, Fort -two 5 0 poundera, 3 300 po nders

and 17950 ro da of a mo b dly d maged a ehip ay, demoliahed a

awmill and deatrayed the jority o bu ldinga, In ddition,

rieaberg nd Susk llages ere etr ed, Those on the misaioas
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lot Gu ner dio Gunner

Lt Col Heneb y S/S Covi ton Lt S itzer
( l v

Lt Ladd S/S Pecask
Lt Pr nce 3/S Sm th Sgt Trit
Cap Baucom S/S Fox arth
L R c rd on S/S Fran i
Lt Strasburg S/S Sykes
Capt 113s T/S Mullen a r
Lt Baker S/S Ada s
Lt D an S/ S Sot el o
Lt Rut t er s Cpl .n f ord
Lt R llebraw S/S Stephens Sgt rrell

Februa y No word receivad fro Groups piane ae yet o ll

aboard st be considered loet. Ten g ers transferred to 312th

Bo b G oup tad y .
Ei ht g ars transferred in f om 380th Bo b

Grou p . Thr ee pi l o t s t rans er r ed f r om s me group .

Febru r - b r e hunt to chu Isl nd New Guine 1ed by

C pt l i . The m s s i on prav ed t o be cos t l y one a s f our of t he

1 plane were 1ost but all h s a e. Capt Ellia ad an engi e

shot out and on la ding at Saidor skidded on the wet field i to

ditch. Capt Bau om who followed hi ing did tha s e thu

wipi g out two plane . Lt ichardson be am sep ated from Capt

ucom in the avercast4 ot lost and whan the s s 1ow set h e

ship do a s r mp near Mt H g T e p'lane bu n d but only a

f ew s a t che w s s uf f ed by "Ri t ch" and hi s . ar S/ S t

Cardwall. nt the ews of their s fet reached us late in the

e n ng they wsr given up a lost. Lt Ruse hit the m st of a

00 tcn transport ripping off an en ne cowl n andthe bomb b y

doors mak .g it necessar to cross t e airplane aff but ha

ret r-ned aaze1y. Prett luc y. Lt Ho ard de a landing at
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s sume th dut3es of ss't Gp O ration Officer. Capt Rosebush

succeeds a or lis a S uadron C0 a or E lis is a veteran of

over ?0 co b t m ssions and h been a m mber of thi$ or ization

s .nce
October 19 3.

Februar 12 A str ke against Darap p and av Villages New

Gui a . Capt Rosebush led our 12 planes but anly 11 reached the

target as a broken r dder trim tab t ned Lt Shoop ck, Both

villages were se erely da ged by 60 x 500s 12 z 300s and 18 000

r ou ds of uni t i o . l s o a f ue l ump as et on f i e ,

The crew s

P l ot Gunner Ra i o Guane r

C
.pt

Ro eb h S/S C api Lt Hibblen
)

Lt L dd S/ S Moo
Lt Shoop Sgt Sin er
C pt Baucom S S Bi s kups ki
Lt Bake r S/ S Di e r
Lt M den S/S gunze
Lt Dean S/S Taylor
Lt Coghill S/S Stephsns S/S Ca i gton
Lt t t er S/ S Pe re
Lt Pr i n ce S/ S Shi pl ey S t H . c l l
Lt Ta l l on S/ S Fr•ank i n
Lt i l l ebrew S/ S R eve s

February 13 - - oday t he 3rd Group a ve t he Ni p pl ent y of t ro bl e .

The 13th and 90th hit Tad i Airdrome from 1110 to 1 5 the 90th

striki g first, U fortunately for the 13th9 this qu dron left

not hi ng t a ct f or t hem t o de s t r oy . O 3 2 x 2 3 p rach t e f ra g s

30 300s and 2 x 500s and 1r 00 ro nds o am destroyed t o

fighter and 4 bombers on the ground d ag ng two fighte a nd

f o c bombe rs . A l ugge r wa s s unk and a f i re wa s t a rt ed cn a 1500
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$
to 2000 ton freighter. Lt Col Henebr , ho led the oup, str fed

6 ips in a ro boat Th ck amoke, du t and debris pre nted

obser ation of additio l dam ge. Th c s

P 1ot ( er R dio nner

Lt Col Henebr S/S Ross Lt 8 it erc
t Pri ce S/S Shipley S S G tee

(Phvto)
Lt rr ton S/S C illa
I a L1

.
i s T/ S

.
l.l enhour

Lt D S S otelo
Lt Aden S/S Mc er ott S t Harrell
Capt R eb h T/S au ht
Lt L dd 5/S Peco
Lt Shoop S S onnor
Capt au om S S Fo ort h S/ S Di vers
Lt Strasb rg S/S Peres
Lt ker S t Boucher

Feb ar 14- - he Da i drom at ewak, ew G n for all the

3rd Gp today , O r nine ship form tion led b C pt Ro ebu h stru

f om 1135 to 1140, droppin 62 one h
.n
dred po ndera, 24 z 300

pounders all i the target ar a and ezpended 14,000 rounda o

. ni t i on , 9 t h Re sul t s a hol e nor t h di aper l a r e bur n ng ,

2 bombers (ser .ceabilit q estionable deatroyed on the gro nd,

s dump on fi e,
/A position strafed. The obser tion of further

de ge ao pre n d by smoke, dust and f ing debris. t ell

agreed that the d y was succe sf l. ?he rewss

Pilot Gunner R d o ner

C pt Roaeb h C l Hanaf ord P c B cher
(Gp q Photo)

Lt Mc den S/S Piper
Lt r in t n S S C ai las S/S Ad m
Capt Baucom 3 S aroney Lt Patr li k

( v)
Lt How rd Sgt Sing er
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L•t Rutters S/S P sons
Lt Pr i nce S/ S Gar r S S t ea

(Phot o ,
t Fox S/ S R e a
Lt Frey S/3 Chiapel

ebru ry 15 or the irat t m t e 90th p l ed a id on

ga ieng a ppi g d on ideri g o losse the re ul vere no

too grgt ying for the shipp g re orted in the h rbor w s not

ther , or ffi lis led the equ dron vith the 8th 13th and 89th

follo ng e xhat the 90th dids deetroyed 5 lugg ra9

atarted f ea the storea ar deatroyed uildi g and ilenced

der a 21 hi t and 4 za chine n po ition, Forty-fi ® 500 poun ( )

300 pou dera ( hit ) vere d opped and 1b32 rounda of a o vere

ezpended, Lt M den' o and t rret xer outp so h d to t n

b t ap Glouc®at r. Bec u e his s ip aa not aer iced Lt

a e too off late nd ne er found the for tion Ho e•er9 h®

worked over th 1 po itione at G ro Ialand. Here i the d m g

done to o r ehipa Lt L d' hyd aulic atem na ahot out hi

r dd®r ables severed b t not hi ne e, de n ezcellent

cra h l di g deapite the fact th t a bo b e at ll ha on

t he ri ght i ng ra k . ,
l l i ' ahi p as el l gone o r and he h d

to lan at Fi ch fen on one eng n The ahip of Lt Shoop ad a

hole th® tail aectioa large e ou h to cra l th ough. is

controla e e out bat h® m de t b c n ertheleas The c ew$

P ct Gtm ner dio G ner

or 1
.i

S/ 3 S e a Lt S i t s rc•
Lt P ince S S Q ber Cpl e co b

(Ph to)
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Lt rrin ton S/S Fran i
Capt Baucom SfS Biakup ki
L Strasburg SfS Ham el S S Co n ton
Lt i l.l ebrew S Boucher
Capt Rosebush T aught
Lt Shvop S/S O Con o S Taylor
Lt L dd 3/ S Moo e
Lt Dean S/S Stephens S t rrell
Lt M den S/3 Wright
Lt Ru e S S Pere

February 16 A dr run - Capt ucom led a 9 ship for atioa to

pres an att ck on a 7 ship convoy est of av Ianover Island but

the fighters ne r sho ed up, So they ®re ordered to ret n,

Febr ry 7- - - t i l anot her dry n but t hi e t i t va t

we ther Capt Roeebu$h and eight other hips left at 1310 to seek

a 4 ship convoy in the Isle Harbor9 ew a o r Iel d, A h y

fr t r nn north and south ju t east of Ca Glouoest r wa

penetrable,

Februa 18 -•-5 chanice transferred to 89th Squ d oa today.

R ining tr naportation arriv d tod y Corp Brandt trfd t

10 1 t Boat Comp y. P t Leach assigned from the sa

or ani ation,

Feb ua 19•- - t Dean for the firat tim led the S ro

atri ng 9 shipa n quest of an 8 ship con oy of C ap Bolig .
la„

ew Ireland, The 13th led the stri e d choose not to try to

get through the weather o er N Ireland to the spot xhere the

oonvo wae reported, The fightera apotted a bu i tran port

and txo cor ettes b rn ng 1 mile weet of B udias Iale, The

13th de an effecti e p as on oae of them b t t took the 9 th

to do t e xork •- both cor ette$ are cl ined by us. Lt Pil m

T IS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E 12958



T IS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E 129 S

laid fou 500 pour.
ders on one of the corv ttes and not e n a

spec was left on the water. T enty-fo r out of the 50 500s

scored direct hit The crews including Lt Col O ena of the

new A-20 Group accompanyi g u we e

P ot G ner R dio G ner

Lt Dean S/S Jo naon9 DB Lt Hibblen
( )

Lt Col ens S/S M er ott S Ha rell
Lt Ki ].l ebrew S S R e a
Lt Harrington S/S Fr lin S/S Co ngton
Lt Rus e S/ S Ada
Lt Pilgr S/S ndolph Sgt G t s

(Photo
Lt Ladd Cpl a s f ord Cpl Newcomb

(Photo)
Lt Frey Sf i per
Lt Fox S/S Divers S B ucher

Febr ary 2 - t Lind .y,
Oatley and Prochoroff assigned from the

Stat s. All are pilots.

Februa 21__ a t for tod y prim ry - shippi g t ns a

aecondar , rkar Island, No shipping was fou d at n Bay so

the boys hit r ar Island, Capt Rosebu h led the eight ship

for ation but only s x reached the t get as mechi l trouble

tu ned back Lt R tters nd Lt Tallon, uite a few bu ldings were

d stroyed or dam ed by 32 x 500 and 2 a 250' Strafing

consu ed 113170 rou ds o a o, The crews

Pi ot Gunner adio G ner

Capt Rosebush S/S Chapi Lt Spitaer
Lt Ta l l on S/ S Cas .

l $
Lt Howard S/S er ott S arrell

(Photo)
Lt Coghill S/S Adam S/S alic i

(Photo)
Lt Strasburg S/S Parsona
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Lt Pri ce S/S Shipley S/S Gatea
(Photo)

Lt Shoop Sg Si gler Cp Newcomb
(Photo)

Lt R ttera S/3 u e S/S Co in ton
(Photo

Februar - Lt Shoop left on a courier mission t ki g hi to

Nad$ab, Moresby, lae B Fi achafen, sap and return en he

got back, he h d a la ge s pply of ai m i en lopes, somethi g

as sc rce as hen s teeth the e days. Sgt urphy v nt elong aa

engi r. S/Sgt W. . Carpenter was ad tted to the 3rd Fld Hosp

toda with t us, Hi condition ia considered $eriou . SgtY p

Boucher and Singler ap o nted S/ t, Corp ansford appointed S t as

of Feb 16t h.

Februar 3 -F or the first time e hit Bu ui airdrome, a ne

Bt r i p about 40 m l es sout h of e k , G. As t he f i el d a o t ed

to little m re th n a kunai patch, the boys were not s re t

they had hit the right place ntil the piet es xere de loped.

Capt Roseb h led the squadron - eight ship in a , ut o ly

se n reached the t rget as t M den turret sn t unctio g

pro erly due to the fact that h s enerator s out Thirty-si

500 (3 hits) and 1 250 xere dropped and 6500 rou de of a o

vere ea ended No airplanes w re seen, but the res lt weres

huta and buildings da ged and one p rrot hot da n. Those on the

s ions

ilot u er igator

C pt osebush S/S Chapin
Lt R tter S/S Garber S t Harr ll

(P oto)
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Capt Burgeas S/S Pere S/S Gates
(P oto)

Lt Garlic S S Sotelo
Lt M den S/S Sykes S S Shipl y

(Photo)

Lt R pert S/S K n e S/S Co i gton
(P oto)

Lt C gh ll S/ 0'Con or
Capt aucom S Ad Lt Hibb e

Feb y 2 - n con u ction vith the 89th eight 9 th planes

led by Capt Baucon hit But ai drome. We ent i firat a d app rently

the ips used up all of their a ®o on the 90th for the 89th

vasn't hot up a bit to sp ak of, Four of our planss aere hit and

three o them v re t ned o r to the service sq adron lea us

vith only 9 airpl nes,
Thia is the dam ge the 47 500 po ders

did 2 bombers destroyed, fi bomb rs and 4 fi hters ( er ic bilit

question ble) str fed A/A poaitions bombed fi es started i

et ore ar ea , 8 t o 10 b rg st r f ed v i t h e r r d maged,

T e crevs

Pi ot Qr n e r 1a i g t or

Cap Bauoom S/S Bie up ki Lt Spits®r
Lt Frince S/S nsfo d S S t

(Photo)
Lt Ha ard S/3 Si gler
Lt D a n 5/ S Co n t on S 3 Moore

(Photo)
Lt Foz S/S Casillae
Lt Mc den S/S li i S/S Di re

(P oto)
Lt Strasburg S/S right
L't illebrev S/S Boucher

Febrv ry 25---- /S s Shuler a d Di S ta Deg llado d Sell

ai ed today. ll are gu ners. Sq dron released af er 4

missions in as an d .
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Febr 26--- listed p omotion am through today T/Sgt

Carpenter appointed M/S t9 Sg Pearson appointed S/S y Corps

Flem g, Clai and dlean to gt Pfc Hoff aptd Corp nd

Pvt Rowlinson aptd P 1c1 effective Feb 26th.

Febr r 2 th-- d Lts Duval and Short pilots assi ned to.

organi ation, P Cra ford and Leach aptd P t lcl.

Fpbruar 2B Capt Rose ah led se en ahip in a stri e ag inst

target 21-B at n a Bay, w Gui a.
A to l of 42 x 500

pou der were dropped re vl ti g in two fire smoke and flyi g

debris. Target 21D L ng Is and and Potsdam Plan ation were

strafed but no ob er tians as to the damage could be de. In

al 9600 round of .50 c liber and 1400 rounds of ,30 al , were

eapended For the firat tim the lower .30's were put nto action

nd the res lt xere most satisfactory. The crewa

Pilot G er Navi tor

C pt Rosebush S/S Ch p n Sgt nsfcrd
(Photo)

Lt Ruse S/S Sotelo S S Gat a
_ (Photo)

Lt P grim S/S o+ onnor s rre l
(Photo)

Capt r es T/S ullenhou S/S Sykes
Lt Tr s kows k i S/ S am S/ S H el
Lt Harrington S/S Moore S/S Pere2

(Photo)
Lt P ochoroffS /S Piper S/S Bun e

Febr ar 28 --11 Enlisted Men departed for 10 days leave i c y9

the first grcu d perso nel to go on leave s ce squadron s arri al

at adzab

Febr a ry 29- A l l qu i e t t oday , Weat her pr e nt ed f l y i g ,
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March 1- - t Callah n nd Jesaen both er y assigned today,

Camp ar a i f as t be oo g one of t he be s t e• r occ pi ed y t h

3rd Ba b Gp and p ob bl the best on the Ie nd, Lt Mc den

transfered to Gp q as Ass t Operations Officer today

r ch - - S Sgt Seda r d nd S t s Bar t hol ome p Be . , Bi s dof f nd

Domi e s i gne d t od y a 11 g nner a . The F r at Cal a ry Di s i o

made a landing at Loa Ne ros I l nd of the Adm ralty Group and

the 3rd Group s there to b th up Eight 9 th planes led

by Capt Roseb h hit the enem troop at 1 05 expending 10 00

rou r s of . 50 l , a o and 1400 r ounds of , 30 a , Onl y uc

dust and lying d bri8 could be ob e ed. The crew

P lot Gunner Lowsr G ner

C pt Rosebu h T S Mil l enhou Lea Van t
(Ya War Corres)

Lt R t t ers S/ 3 Cas i l i as S/S Pi per
Capt B ucom S/S Shipley Lt Spit er a
Lt R e S/3 Di r S/6 Ada
Lt Shoop S/S O C nnor
Capt Panchsr 3/S g e S/S Wright
Lt How d /S Bis ps 3/S Co in on
j Asn em n S/S alicki S/3 ates .

hoto

rch 3• - l quiet today, R ors about the 3rd Bomb G
-

p

hitting Holland are getting stronger.

r ch 4- - t Dav i s ha i ng compl e t ed t he r equ i red nu b r of

mi ns i ons a nd t i ma a ° e i d order s t o re t ur t o #•he St$ t e ,

the 90th ent to Lo Ne ro Island n aupport of the

i andi , T .s t i s i c h pa l ed by C pt Baucom Tn °t

tvo 50J'e all it ware dropp d and 0 0 rounda of .SG l

and 1500 r ound® of 30 e l , ® o e ra eapended . •°era: hut s
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ere deatroyed by o r crews which con ieted ofa

Pi ot u ner Lower Gu er

Capt B ucom S/S e mott Lt bblen (Navig tor)
Lt gillebrew Sgt Jesa n S S Divers
Lt Oatley S right S/S Kunse
Lt Dean S/S Bie upski S/S Ta lor
Lt Cogh l S/S Ca las S/S P rsons
Lt ?allon S/S Shipley S/S Gates (Photo

a.rc
h 5- Lt ae ppointed 1st Lt as of the 1et. Los Negros

ag in but o r stri ing over increased to eight ahips led by

Capt Rosebu h, Bad weather pr® nted the fli ht from reach n

the target, The crewas

lot u er Low r G nner

Capt Rosebush T/S ught
Lt Bake r S/ S Fra i n S/ S Cas i ] .Lt Rutter S/S Moore gt Jessen

j l l i T/ S l ul l en our Lt 5pi t er ( av i gat or )
C pt Panche r S/ S St e phe ns S/ S Bou che r
Lt Garl i k S/ S Di rs S/ S a l
Lt Pri c S/S Shipley Sgt rrell (P oto
Lt Li d ay S/S 0'Connor S/S Gates (Photo}

rch 6 - gt Friz le, one of the ore fortu te gro d crew

members, returned from a 15 d y le ve in S dney

rch ? -- apt B ucom , member of the 9 h since June 1 nd

Operations Of icer si ce Febr ry transferred to the 13th to

beco Squ dron Co nder. Capt Baucom has co pleted o r 60

mis ions whi e with the 90th

ar ch 8- - - - s t he ea rl y ho r of 7 30 , Lt Ba er wi t h S

right nd P per a g n er left to loc te a ie ing PT boat

c e r located in nsa Bay but the cr w s not fou d, At noon

twelve hips lsd y Lt De n took off to gi e dump and
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p r onnel areas eouth of the Da atrip at We a ,, NG a good

goi g over but b d weather prevented the for tion from get ing

closer than 5 lea to the t rget. The crews con isted of

Pi l ot Gun er Lo e r Gunnar

Lt Dean T/S llenhour S/S Bi kupski
Lt Ru e S/ S A m S/ S Di r s
Lt Coghill S/S M ic Sg arrell (Phota)
Lt Prince S/S Bogu i S S Gates
Lt Ki l l ebr ew S/ S H e l Sf Chi s pe l

.
Lt Tr skowaki S/S Moore S Je$sen
Lt Richardson S/S P cosk S/S Farsons
Lt Ho rar d S/ S 0 Connor
Lt Harrington S/S Franklin S/S Cas llas
Capt Pancher S/S Stephens Sgt Boucher
Lt Tallon S/S Chap n Sgt Hansford
Lt Ruper t S/ S Pe re S/ S Mc armot t

rch 9---- t Saunders promoted to Capt in as of the 2nd, P t

Zipay and CpI Horton ground personnelp asai ned tod y,

arch 10--- eather pre nted a r operation$ tod y and e ery-

thing quiet

rch 1 --- t Patrylick returned to duty after a ia of lar

whil on 1eav in Sydney,

rch 12 - apt Rosebush led a 12 ship formation on a m ssion

to bomb and trafe the south dispersal ar a of the Boram strip

We ak The strike pru ed to be a co tly one as we lost four

a i r pl a nea and c ne cr ewp Lt Ga rl i , S/ Sgt Ada a nd Sg Re comb

of Group phv t ogra pher Thi r t y t wo 500 s 26 of wh' ch f e1 '1 i n

*hs target area and 5700 rou d of am o star ®d fire but the

act l damage done could not be obser ed Capt Rosebu h and Lt

Ladd the latter on one engine9 were forced to land a Gusap,

Their Wing en Lt Ruttera, Lt Short Lt Tr askowski and Lt
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arlick continued with Lt Ruttera l ad . The indication w s

t t Lt Garlick s h ing trouble. h n the fou plane am out

of an overc st, Lt Garlic was not with them. ot b i g able to

see the rkh Valley, they bec me lost and ended up on the other

side of ew Gu ea above Port oreaby. bout t t tim , gae was

ru ning low nd Lt Short and Lt Tr askowaki c eh landed in the

water offehore. Lt Rutters who beca se arated from the oth r

wo, crash landed els where. The crev :

Pi ot Gun.ner
Lower Gunner

Capt Ro ebush S/S Chapin Lee an Att
(Yank W r Corr s)

Lt Ruttera S/S oore
Lt Short S/S Fr n lin
Lt Ladd S/S P rson S S Pecosky
Lt Tr skow ki S/S Card ell
Lt Ctrl i S/ S dam Sgt New omb (Phot o
t S oop S/S 0'Co nor S/S Gates (Photo)

Lt ker S/ S cDer ot t S/ S Pere
Capt Panch r S S Boucher
Lt Killebrew S/S Ku e
Lt Ta lon S/S Ch lla S/S rrell
Lt Rupert S S Wright

l a rch 1 ord re ce i ve d t t mi s s i ng crev a a r e f e , To y

Brandi Plan tion ne r ewa i r t. Light shipe led by Lt

De n partici ated n the str ke which resu ted i one large

rareh ae damaged nd everal hu s deatroyed. Th rty three

5 0'a, all in the t r et ar were dropp d and ?20 rou da vf

a ®o were e pendad. The crewa

Filot Gun er Lower Gu er

Lt De T S l ul l enho Lt i bbl en ( Aa i a t or )
Lt Richardaon Sgt B 11
Lt B ker S Bordea c S/S licki
Lt Prince S/S Call an S/S Gates (Photo)
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Capt P ncher Sgt Domi s
Lt Tallon S/S Wright
Lt illebre Sgt Degollado S/S Ree s
Lt Prochoroff Sgt Bisdorf

r ch 14 t Be r t s ch 9 Com ni ca t i ons Of f i ce r or t he pa s t i c

onths9 having been ho pit lized while on lea e, reld from

asaig ment and writes that he is being retu ned to the A
,

rch 15 -- t Bell assig ed from the 13th to releive Lt

Bert ch as Com m i tions Officer. T/Sgt ll, veter n m mber

of he original 3rd Bomb Gp as igned to Gp q, t the float plane

base Haisiru Island, an eight ship for tion dropping 53 x 250's

a nd ex pend g 10 , 70 0 rou da of a c t ar t d an oi l f i r e a nd

destroyed several houses. T e floa plane ramp as al o dama ed.

or t e fir t ti e, Lt Prince 1ed the Squadron. T e cre s:

Pilot Gunner P oto pher

Lt Prince S/S Chiapella Lt Patrylick (Navi tor)
Lt Richa dson Sgt Bell S/S Ree s
Lt Lindsay S/S Perez
Lt arrington S/S Bis upski S/S Gates (Photo)
Lt Cogh i l l 5/ S Mc e r ot t
Lt Oatley S t Bartholomew Sgt Sin er
Lt llebre S/S Satelo S t arrell

' Lt Ru per t S/ S Pi per

r ch 1 t Bel l a s s i ned f r om 13t h t oday t o a ct a s Sq .

Comm c tions Of"icer. T/Sgt all, 90th member s nce Sa annah,

crew chief on "Fat Cat" transferred to Gp q, P t Mc u de

assigned from V Bomber Com nd.

M rch 17 -- 5/Sgt Covington, Garber, Shipley and Taylor, aeri l

g ers, a11 h ing completed thsir raquired missions rec iv d

order to retu to IIS . Hope given up on Lt Garlick d S/Sgt
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dams and offiaially listed ae "M .ssing in Action". Capt

Roseb sh led nine shipa on stri e a ai st "targeta 37 C, 3 B

a nd 34 B" on Ca pe Moem. Fi f t y 50 l l hi t a and 8500 r d8 of

,50 c l am o atart fires and uch smoke and debria waa soon

o er all the tar eta. The crews

Pi l ot Gvnne r Phot o r pher

Ca pt Ro s eb s h S/ S Sot e l o Lt Pa t ryl i ck ( 1av )
Lt Ta l l on S/ S Fo cwor t h
Lt Cog ll S S M ermott S S Ree s
Lt Pri nce Sgt C 1l ah n S/ S G t e s ( Phot o )
Ca pt P ncher S t Dom s
Lt Du S/S Singler
Lt Ric rdson S/S Bi kupski
Lt Ruee S/S an ford
Lt Proehoroff Sgt Z er Sgt Bisd r

I rch 18 - apt Roseb sh, Sq C0, appointed m or of the 14th

tod y S/Sgt Gre n s ret ed rom the hospital at Glouce ter

o the nd Station Eo p, Sgt Green 90th 4th typ s c se.

arch i9- - wo m ssions today - the personnel are on Ca

Moem ( ewak) in the rning and shippi g 50 mi e northweat of

k n t he af t er noon . r e i ght s hi ps l ed b Ros ebuah

dro d 47 z 50 und bo b on the C e and ea nded 9850 roundPP Po P

of am o Five fi es vere sta ted The c ve on the f st

miasion consisted of the followings

Pi ot C ne r hot o pher

or Rosebush S/S Chiapell Lt P tr lick ( v)
Lt S ort Sgt Domie
Lt St r sbu..*g T/ S l e nhour
Lt F y S S 0 °Co or S/ S Gat e e ( P ot o )

l i s S/ S Jo eon DB
Lt Pi grim S/S icki Sgt arrell (Photo
Lt R .oh rdson S/ S Bo cki H f ord
Lt Foa S/S M ermott
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The af t ernoon mi ss i on was l ed by aj 1 i s f rom Group. On

a ri i g at the target9 airplanes were all over the place and

the B-25s had already sunk e transport an slightly damaged

another. This second transport a 3500 to 4000 ton ship, s

sunk by the 90th - out of 10 x 500e d opped, 9 hit the ship.

Other equadro unk two gu bvats bringi g t e total ship up

to four. Luc for the Nips9 onl four ships were there.

arch 2 - t G l er, a Ju e lister, ent to Y Bomber Repl

Center to rem in unti his retu n to the USA .

rch 21---- vs h n iet toda .Y

rch 22 Rosebush took a flight of eight shipa to tri e

the tores area on the north tip o Cape Wom (We ak). Thi ty-

four 50 s hit the tar et st rting fire ut the eault$ were

generally unobserved due to the short r n over th hea gro th

of trees. 8500 round of ammo were expend d , The crev

Pi l ot .nner Phot o ra phs r

a or Rosebush S/S aug t Lt ibblen ( av)

- Lt T llon S t B rtholome S S Gates ( oto)
Lt Richardson S/S Boud x
Lt Coghi Sgt Callahan Sgt rell (Photo)
Lt Harrington Sgt Jessen
Lt tley S/S Parsons S/S Pecosky
Lt Strasbur Sgt Bi dorf
Capt Pancher S/S Jo nson, DB

arch 23-- T / g arper and 5/S t I ders, crav chiefs and

membe rs of t he or i g .l 90 t h ov er s ea s f orce , s ent on D3 Y Bo

Comm nd unt i l r e t ur n t o USA.

arch 24--- 11 quiet,

rah 25 - 10 en depar ed for co bat leaves i Sydney. Lt
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Pets ssigned from 38th Bo b Group to act as Aest Intellig n

Of i cer

rch 2 - - Prince led the aquadron againet b rges north of

But to itape and etores and p rson el a itape Thi ty SOOa

were dropped on it p a g hute and a radio station on both

ides of the ri r cau i g black s oke bnt f ther d ge co ld

not be ob er ed Ret ni g eight SO e e opp d on th ee

arges b t damags w s u obser d Lt Ric ard on a mem er of

the 90th ce early Ho mber 1 43 as lead ng the third f1
.g
ht

a d w t o a er s d s an le i at pout c se by th bom of precsding

pl ne He as seen to hoot up iato the a and then to craeh

i the water S/Sgt Ca illa and S Sg Di era, both old

ti rs i the outfit er vith him One di d l as s n

to t out of the plane - vho no one knovs, The c wes

Pi ot Cunner P otographer

Lt Prince T/S llen our Lt P t lick (gav
Lt hort Sgt Zeller
Lt B ke r S/ S ermot t
Lt l ebr r / 3 St e phen S/ S Fra n i n
Capt P .ncher S a r d
Lt P ochorof f S/ S re
Lt ichard oa S/S C afllas S/S Di rs
Lt Pi gri S/S O Connor Sgt arr®11 (Photo
Lt upert S/S Piper

r oh 27 - - a pt geas and t B e t eran of o er 50

mi sions9 departed for retu to the IIS Capt okopo it

asai ed from the 1 th to aot as Operati n Officer

arch 2 -- t P t ylick appointed 1at Lt, Lt Dean appointed

Captai
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l rch 29- - oday a barge se rch the Wewak ar a and u chu

Island c rried out by nine ahip led by C pt Prokopovit ,

Twenty two were bombed and strafed, but the actu number

de troyed and da d could not be determ ned,
At Cap Sambin

n oil d mp fire was started. No wa enco tered. Fifty

two 500s were dropped and 8700 rounds of ammo were eapended.

Those on the esion were

Pilot Gu er Photographer

Capt Prokopovit S/S ansford Lt Patrylick (N v)
Lt Foz S/S Bogucki S/S e
Lt Duval S/ S M e r ot t S/ S Fran i
Lt i lebr S/S Sot lo
Capt P ncher S/S Pip r
Lt Tr skowski S/S O Co or S/S Harrell ( oto)
Lt Straeburg /S P re
Lt F y T/S u lenho
Lt Lindsay S/S Step ena

rch 30-- t n ey T/9upply Officer, tranaferred to the 13th

ae Engine ring Officer. Sgts rper and Landers ralieved rom

DS V Bomber Comm nd and re oi ed unit,

M rch 31---- tg R pert and Trz akow ki ptd 1sr Lt s of the 26th.

he bo s vent to I ch Island toda , n ne ahipa led byY

Rosebush. The target consisted of the island itaelf and b rgea

in th area , Two b rgea were attacked and the island tho oughly

etrafed an bo bed. For the fi st time 100 pou d p rachute

demoa ere dropped aad the p rachute really slowed the boabs

down and they did not bo ce m teri lly. Fires were st rted.

Tbe erews
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ilot Gun er oto rapher

a or Roeebush T/S aught Lt Patrylick
Lt Cogh i l l S/ S Der t t Sgt i s on
Lt Short Sgt D gollado
Lt P aoe S/S Ch pell Sgt C an
Lt Pilgrim S/S Singler S S Bogucki
Lt P o chor of f S/ S Pi per
Capt Prokop itz T/S u le o
Lt O tley S/S Bo cher Sgt nsford
Lt R pert S/S Bi kupaki

Apr l 1 -- pl McM llen, C S, aesi ned from Gp q this date.

pr 2- - l l qui et .
April 3- -- he mi s on the boys ha been v ting out for a

long tim ollandia The vhole Fifth Air Foree p ticip ted,

the h iea a ing pounded the p ace on pre ioas d ys to o ten

the target up. ?he 3rd Gronp, all equadro s p rticip ting waa

led by the ro p C09 Lt Col Henebry nd or ose h led otr

fli ht of 12 ahip . We were preceded by the m di m and wiped

up wh t s 1 ft We uaed 119 a 100 p rachute demos, an

i no tion and 109 fell on t target, The p ra hutea helped

materi lly i pre ntin th® bomb fro skipping, Tw nty one

thousand rounde of am were fired. S oke and fires p e n d

the cr ws rom obaerving l1 the da ge doae b t we ow

definitely t t the 90th destroyed 3 bombers and one fighter

and d ged one bomber, Th pict e taken we superb and epe k

for them elves A/ w e aurpris ngl light, Hi hyd.
ic

system shot out a or Roseb ah cr h landed at G sap and w ehed

the ahip out. The cr waa
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Pilot Gunner Photogr pher

Rosebush S/S nsfard
Lt Coghill S/S e
Lt Shor t S Deg ol l do
Lt Prince S/S Dono n
Lt P lgr m S/S O Connor S/S Jo son DB
Lt Trzaskowaki Sgt Domis S/S Pa ovich
Capt Prokipovitz S/S F ankl
Lt Baker S/ S Di S S R ev s
Lt Frey S S Ch .apel a
Lt Stra burg Sgt Bisdor
Lt Tallon S/S Fox orth
Lt Lindsay S/S Wright S S arrell

April 4--- Sgt rshall and Cp h ple asaignsd £rom Gp q

today,

Apr i l - - - 7 re t ned f r om 7 day l ea ve i Sydne , C pt

Prokopovitz9 our new Operations Officsr9 took 9 hips to hit

the south shore of Jautefa Bay to Pim, Not m ch was seen b t

31 x 500s (2Q hits) were d opped on the target atores and

s pplies at the trac west of P , Se e al fires were started

and 100 lar e oxes believed to cont i aircraft enginea were

gi 'v'an a o ng ov er . 11 0 r ou ds of . 50 al , a mo wer e e pende d

Those on he m ssions

P o t G er ot ogra pher

Capt Prokopo itz S Gall han Lt P tr lick (Nav
Lt Frey S/S 0'Connor
Lt Prochoroff S/S Johnson S/S Sing er
Capt Pancher S/S Boucher
Lt D l S/ S K ze
Lt Strasburg S/S Pe z
Lt Ta11on Sgt Bartholomew
Lt R pert Sgt Jessen S/S Ch pella

Apr 6 - - gts Chil on Di Do nco nd Fattori,, Cpls Bland and

Jones, Pvts lcl cKin ey a d Newland and P ts llegrith9 nders9
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Badee B erp Blak® Bradb n' Bro do C rro119 C m ouz,

Crawford and E gin are first large n ber of g o d placem nts

asai ed today

pr l 7- - - t Rob nson appoi t ed Capt ai as of t he 3rd .

pril -- ts Shoop and L dd re i ed orders to retu n t the

SA after ha ing completed o r 50 c b t issions The pri r

targ t s ahippi at Imbi B yD Ja tefa B y and C alleng r Co ,

b t he e c re el bad weather pre nted ou 12 ahips led by Ma

Rosebu h from r achi g the area. Cap Wo 9 the secondary target

lso could not be reaohed so the bo hit Potsdam Plant tion.

Forty eight 500s nll hits and 8895 rovnds o a o st rted one

lar and t o s all fires but further dam ge could not be

obaer d, ?he crev s

Pilot Gunner

Ros ab s h T S C pi n
Lt Coghi l S/S Bogucki
Lt Short S/S Biedorf

Elli S/S Chi pella
Lt Baker Sgt Wil on
Lt Lind y S/S Bis upski
Capt Prok©po it Sgt Calla an
Lt Pi i S/ Sh ler
Lt Oatley 5gt Degoll do
Lt Pri ce T/S Cardwell
Lt Ho rd S S Wright
Lt Trsas owski S/ Zeller

Apri 9 --- o e k i qnest of shippin but none as fo d,

Th 9 Pot d m P ant tion as et nck Ai e shipa hit the ar et

and Lt Prince 1®d t e squadron Sm ll f es w re start d, a ew

uts vere da g d or destro ed and the air w a thick with 8ust

and debris. Thirty-fi e 500a were d opped and 10 950 ound of
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.50 c l am o were expended. The crews

P lot Guan r

Lt Prince Sgt Bell Lt ibblen (Nav)

L Ta l l on Sgt Dom s
Lt R per t S/ S Pe re z
Lt Killebrew S/S Sotalo
Lt Fox S/ S Si ngl e r
Lt Pro chor of f S t B da rd
Lt Harrington S/S Parsons
Lt Fr y S/S roney
Lt Duv l S/ S Rs e s

Apr 10 11 qu i e t .

Apri l 11 Wewak agai n - t hi s t e targe t s 36 3 and 20D

secret code, As the s ion on the 9th 35 x SOO were dropped

with 34 in the target.
Al o, 11,770 rou ds of mo were

xpended. Results large oil f e, smoke and flyi debris

and 2 trucks d ged. The crewss

P lot Gunnsr

Capt Prokopc it S/S Pecosk
Lt Baker S Wi 8on
Lt Oa t l ey S/ S Fo or t h
Lt Straab g S S oore
Lt P gr m S/S 0'Conno
Lt Li nds ay S S Jo ns oa 9 DB
Lt Harrin ton T/S Cardwell
Lt Coghill S/S M rahall
Lt Rupert Sgt D gollado

pr i 12- - - Duf f al o and Murphy r et ur ned t o dut y f r om f er ry i ng

acft on the inland. P t Mcllvoy ret r e to duty fro

co em nt at Lae, The boy ith Capt Dean leading went to

H boldt y9 Aoll ndia in s rch of pping, Only twenty

m nutes out cf Nad ab aear gaiapit a strophe occ xed - Lt Fc c

starte alidi g .
to Lt illebrew and to avoid a crash he th ev
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the ahip round. He turn®d o r on hie back, st lled out aad

cra s hed k l i ng a ll membe ra of t he cr . S/ 3 g t Boucher wa s t he

gu ner and S/Sgt I licki s the photogr pher. Thia accident

s u e l y va a rd bl ow t o t he 94t h f or t hr ee e t er ns and

gentle n, T e i i g eight hips continued on the iasion.

T ree lu ger8 wer de troyed and four d maged. Thirt -two SOO

were dropped and 69 5 ro nds of a did the workp The crewas

Pilot Gun er

Capt Dea Sgt Bel l
Lt Tallon S t Bartholo ew
Lt Short S P rsons
Lt Ri lebrew S/S Sotelo
Lt Fox S/S Boucher S/S a icki (Photo)
Lt P ochoroff S/S Sh ler gt Jeaa n (Photo)
Lt Howard Sgt Boudr
Lt Frey S/ S Chi pel l a
Lt Du al Sgt Bi sdor

April 13-- gt Fattori and Di Do inco traneferred to 90th

Bo b Group

A 14 -- pl Bays and Jensen and P t lcl O l and Abeln

d Pv s Dren ek and Weaver, more g o d replacem nts assi ned

toda .

pril 1 -- t Jones, S/Sgt Hi ea and cCoy a d Pvt O Bierne

attached to unit.

pril 1 -W ord recei ed that Lt A en e hospi li ed in

lbourne, Capt Panch r left for period o D S at Bomb Co and

replacem nt center

pril 1? --T/Sgt Green and S S t u ner and Corp Siebert

e a ted for medic l c uses tod y
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April 1 - S t Wakem seriously in ured to ay whi e tr ing to

defuse a 20m shell. His coadition ie critic l.

Apri1 19 -- S/Sgt Wakem's condition rema ns unchanged,
Se er l

blood t nafnsion h ve kept h alive so far. Hia condition is

e remely serioue,

April 20 --- McIlvo transferred t Gp Hq, S/Sgt Wakem's

cond tion is proving.

April 21---
/Sgt R ndolph and P Reale ttached to unit tod y,

The target - Lam eng Vfllagea - the Sq dron Leader Capt Dean

A t the several villa s c usin fires amokenine ships. 11 hi g 9

and destru ction of 5 huts nd a water tower, Forty eight 500

and 3330 rounds of am o did the work. The cr ag

Pilot Gu ner

Capt Dean S/S Biskupski
Lt Baker S/ S Re e s
Lt Li nds ay S/ S Ha ael
Lt Straeburg T/S C api
Lt Ta11on S S Bo ki
Lt Prochoroff Sgt Dom 8
Lt Harrin ton S/S Dick S/S Parsons (Photo)

Lt Tr askow ki S/S Singler
Lt Oatley S/S Bedard

pr i l 22 - om Poi nt t od y . A l a r e f ue l f i r e was s t a r t ed ea s t

of the o d strip and another s a11 fire off +he Point itself was

observed. o chine an positions were silenced but bum weather

pre ented gssessi g f rther resulta, Capt Prakopovitz led the

f l .g
ht of 0 s hi ps a nd e cr ews wer e

Pi ot G er

C pt Prokopovitz Sgt Calla n
Lt Short gt Bo dreaux
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Lt onee T S Ca d ell
Lt ov r d g Jes en S/ S Pe oo lc (Phot o)
Lt F y T/S C p
Lt O tley S/S OtCon or
Lt B er S t W 18on
L upert S/ S u e

t Procho o f S/ S Fox or t h

2 ---- ff Ba , 9 ahip led by C pt Prokopo it

The pr i r t a r t a 8h pp ng but none w e o nd ao r t a

and 2 ere tr c One l ge pile of atoree at ubis

tion s destroyed and v P antatioa and bia

P a nt t i on ve re et r d r e t ng i a m l l f i e , Fi f t y 500s

were dro ed acori 4 hits and 15700 rounda o a ®o were ea endedPP 6 P •

The c s

Pilot G er

Capt Prokopo lt S/S Peco k
Lt Short S S Parsons
Lt u l S/ S Sh er
Lt Strasb rg S/S Bi k p ki
Lt Tr ekovaki S/S a all
Lt Lind ay S/S R s e
Lt rri g on S/S Di k S S rell ( oto)
Lt llon S B tholo e
Lt upert S/S Wright

April 24 5/S t Dick and S tg B tholo w, Boudreaua nd

Deg ll do aent to DS to 91st econ W , S n a B y a ai - this

t the tar ta vere 1D, to b bombed nd the foothill of

B beai n e t v t r af ed . For a a a ge , 2 pe r g r e

c rried 324 were dropped on the target, T d m done could

ot be assessed• The ssion was led by Capt D n and the cr

verea '
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Pilot G nner

Capt Dean S S Kun$e
Lt Tr s kow$ki Sgt Je s aen S/ S Chi a pel ( t o )
Lt Duva l S/ S Si gl er
Lt Strasburg Sg Callahan
Lt Prochorcff S S Bedard
Lt Jone s Sgt Domi s
Lt aker Sgt W son
Lt Frey S/S ndolph S/S el ( oto
Lt Oatley S S Bogucki

Apr i l 25 - - - / S C r pent er e a c t ed or di c . rea s ona . Cor p

Siebert ssigned rom Detachment of Patients

Apr i l 26 a pt Prokopovi t z l ed t he boys n s ear c of t a rg t s of
-

opportun ty along the south side of Pri ce A ex der R nge from

Wewak to But Only eight ahips reacned the t r t a Lt Li d a

as forced b ck by a cracked ylinder. Nati e illages were

atta d, five huts be g deatroyedp Poor ieibi ity d

veget tion prevented observation of further de8truction, Forty

®ight 500s Were dropped on the t r t and 4700 ro nde of a o

wer e f i r ed , T Cr ws s

Pilct Gunner

Ca t Proko vitz S S PecosP P / ky
Lt Short S/S Ree s
Lt per S/S Biskupeki
Lt ar r i n t on S/ S el
Lt Tallon S Fo orth
Lt Li daay T/S Chapin
Lt floward S/S Wri ht S/S Jo naon' DB (Photo)
Lt Jones S/S Parson
Lt Pro chorof f S/ S r hal l

Apr l 27- ll quiet

Apri 28-- j R sebush returned rom leave tod y. P t de

trfd to 345th Bomb Group.
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Ap il 29 - leven ships led by Capt D n bomb d and strafed

p reon el and radio positio i the vicinity ofT u e and

Tamb n m Vill ges, The Hq b ld g t Timbu ke was de troyed,

and f ea uere started west of the vill ge. T e radio position

at T mbanu co d not be identified po iti ely, but h ts tho ght

to contain them were given a going over and fir s were started.

T nt y- f ve 100 p uader s uer e a pende d a nd 196 50 z , 50 c l , v er e

u ed The cr e a

Pi ot Gunner aviga or

Ca t De n S S Hi e Lt Pat l i kp I
Lt Co hill Sgt Do
Lt 5 hor t T/ S Ch pi n
Lt Strasburg S/S ornb ger
Lt Tallon S/S Bogucki
Lt Jones S t Jessen S/S Chiapella ( hoto)
Lt Harrin on S/S Coy
Lt r̀ ey S/ S Johns on
Lt l ey Cpl Mc + .l en
Lt B er S/S Sotelo
Lt Pi ri S/S 0 Connor

Apr l 0 -- ep ations bein de for a de oration ceremony

t o orrow b , G ne r l i t head The g oup i s pl n i ng on a

field day and .ny sport e ents re echedu ed,

I y 1 - - eco at i on ceremon t hi s morni g at 10a30 F'i el d D y be n .

90th listed n on lley b ll to ney a d ad ced to fi
.n

ls

in saftball, The O ficers placed second bei g beaten by the 8th

q Officer . T o bottles v be r i ed to e ch man and the

complete d y was devcted to rest d en rtain ent.

y 2 - rep ration or move to Holl near g co pletion,

The 3rd is t b® the fi st mb Gp iato the rea, ts Di
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Boudrea , rt hol ome nd De ol l ado t rans err ed t o 91at Phot o

Re on Wing.

y 3 -- otiee receive t at loading is to s art the 6th for

t e new b se. nc® a ain the 3rd 1 be the mo t advanced ar of

the F fth Air Force. Sgt Hold aa i ed from 267 Ord M i t

Compan ,
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"E" FLIG T.,,., he Dep rt nt "wheels" line up on Lt K in

wing,,, Lt Short- r ment, Lt Kulin-R dio, Lt Valu ek-Engi ee
Lt Jones, C.

(out of form tion) Suppl .
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. , . The e s s e nt i a l of a l 1 r d i o u n r s i s pr i r i l p code , . . , , The
importance of the radio er ot be minimized in the -26...
He operates the diffic lt lower tu ret t e be ri g for the
pilot when lost work as l

. son
between plane and home b se and

is a tre endou p ycholo i l help to the entire c ew ,,.,..
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Farewell Beer P rty for Hub ard..... he or, the
r e c i pi ent of t he DFC, DSC, and S i l v r St a r , a a s our C. O. f or
s eve ral mont hs bef ore be i ng t ra ns e rr e d t o Gr oup . . . . e en i n
this picture (if you look) re: Lt R nsom,

Sg Landere, Lt
Wi l l i a ms , Lt N wr n , Lt r t l i ne , Lt Mc t t , Lt Ri ol a , Lt
S al l wood , Lt Bo n , Lt Jone s , Lt Val us ek , Lt Kul i ,

ubbard, Lt HesBelbarth,
S Hu and others.,.....
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