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and should be highly prized, The 20th Bombardment Squadron is indeed

fortunate that during a most significant period of a
dedicated members stepped forward to accurately record the exploits of
this proud organization, For nearly twenty years following World War II
- . the combat log of the 90th Bombardment Squadron has been kept in the Com-
manders office and relatively few people have had the opportunity to
read the contents. Several years of jungle conditions and the result-
ing delicate condition of this priceless record dictated:ecareful hand-
ling during this period., After several months of work by the airmen
in the orderly rocm and the operations section limited publication of
the combat log is now possible,
It seems timely and approprizte that the combat log should become
. more widely known and recognized in a period when the 90th Bombardment
H Squadron is in a transition phase., Those of us who have had the pri-
vilege of serving in the 90th, and indeed all of our fellow citizens,
ean be proud of the exploits described in sueh realistic detail in
this log., The men of the 90th in World War II established precedents
that will serve to mold tradition in the Air Force for many years to
come,
Fer the serious student of Air Force History this record provides
a great dsel of wvaluable information and for those who made the ulti-

mate sacrifice while in the 90th this publication is a memorisal,
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If our nation should again be faced with & period of dire peril
it is my fervent hope that the sacrifice of these brave men of the
90th will be used tc inspire a new generation of Air Force Fighting
men. The best way to accomplish this is to retain a 20th Bombardment

Squadron in the United States Air Force.

W&w/
December 1963 ARNOLD E, BROWER

Lt Colonel, USAF
Commander
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NINETIETH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON HISTORY

On January 12, 1942 the Ninetieth Squadron was increased in
strength by three fleddings, Lt. Miller, It. Ogonowiski, and Lt,
Ricﬁards. On entering the squadron they arrived at a very bad time.
The squadrcn was awaiting orders for movement so Capt. Stevens, at
that time Squadron Commander, wis very eager that they know what was
going on. This was accomplished by assigning the new oificers %o
gouadron duties and the new officers soon got to krow everybody.
During the time, while awaiting for orders to come through, very
little flying was done except to train the new officers for twin
engine ships, The Scuadron was an attack outfit with A-20's and
was expecting to take the ships with them. OCn January 19, the
Squadron received orders to move to the port of embarkation, 3an Fran-
ciseo, California, At the time we were very much under strength,
consisting of nine flying officers, five ground officers, and one
hundred thirty enlisted men. ILt. Wilson, at the absence of Capt.
Stevens who was unable to come, was Squadron Commander.

The Ninetieth Squadron, less the Cadre remaining behind left
Savannah on Sunday, Janvary 19th, at 1:00 PM, with a total of one
nundred forty two enlisted men ami officers, The train consisted of
four pullman cars for the enlisted men and one for the off‘cers, a
baggage car for personal equipment, and another baggage car for a
kitchen,

On Jamiary 20, the train passed through lontgomery, Alabama,

then on to Evanston, Illineis, where beer and coco-cola was purchased
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«s+ The formation is attacked by A-20s in a simulated attack.... such training
as this kept the lads in good trim for the real stuff up North.....

Looking back from the lead ship... this is an excellent shot of an excellent
formation... Lt, Richards is leading the 2nd element in the background,...
Maj, Garrity leading..
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for the Sgquadron. From Evanston we went on to St Louis, Missouri,
then north west through Hastings, Nebraska. January 2lst, around
midnight, the train passed through Cheyenne, Wyoming, (At this
point the stakes of a certain Red Dog game were $800.00)

On January 22nd, the train stopped for a few minutes at Green
River, (Temperature 20 below zero) snow balls were in order. Later
in the day we went through Ogden and after a short stop we crossed

. the Great Salt Lake and entered Nevada. The scenery, doming down
from over the Sierras was most beautiful; we often encountered heavy
Snow,

At 2:00 PM, January 23rd, the Squadron arrived at Oskland,
Califcrnia, our home for the next ten days., On arriving at Oakland,
the Squadron was housed in the new Harvester warehouse, The time
spent in Oakland passed away very quickly, the Squadron being very
busy loading boats and preparing for overseas duty,

. On January 31, 1942, the boat, Ancon, left for the port of

destination.

On March 18, 1942, the Ninetieth Sguadron with the rest of the
Third Bombardment Group departed from Ascot Race Course, Brisbane,
Quesnsland, and after three and 2 half ardpous days arrived in Charters
Towers, Queensland., Here the unit was left to gfub a compsite from
the great Australian bush, two miles froman as yet uncompleted airport.
Definitely understrength with only fi}teen officers and one hundred

thirty enlisted men, and without airplanes the Ninetieth set to work

organizing a camp area and tending to other administrative details.
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On March 30, the Third Group strength was bolstered by the arrival,
from Bachelor Field, North Territory, Australia, of the remenants of
the Twenty Seventh Group. These twenty five officers and two enlisted
men were personnel of the Bastard Son of the Third Group, which had
been sent to Manila, Philippine Islands, and which was fighting as
infantry on Bataan. Of the organization, Lts. Rose, Birmnn, Schmidt,
Stafford, Bender, Salvator, and Capts. Hub-ard and Stephenson were
assigned to the Ninetieth Squadron.

One runway having just been completed the Third Bombardment
Group was ordered to receive delivery, at Brisbane, of nine B-25C
airplanes belonging t¢ the Duteh. Lts. Schmidt, Wilson, Birmm,

Keeter, Rose, Miller, and Richards were among those who returned to
Charters Towers with these aircraft; three of which were assigned to
the Ninetieth Squadron,

A training program was set up to familiarize the pilots and gunners
with their hew egquipment, especially the new Bendix pdiwer turret, which
was completely new to all peradnnel of ‘the Sguadron. This program
became quite trying to the crews who were eager to get into action.

On April 8, 1942, the Ninetieth Bombardment Squadren Sent to
Erisbane Capt, Hubbard, Lt. Séﬁmidt, It, éirnn, Lt, Bender, Lt. Ketter,
and Lt. Wilson. Here in a secret session they learned that they were
to conduct a series of raids from the Philippine Islands, along with
members of the Thirteénth Bombardment Squadron. While in Brisbane
the B-25s they had were to be fitted for the trip, Belly tarks were

installed and at first Nose tanks were contemplated but later
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abondoned, April 11, rolled around and at 1:00 AM Lt, Schmidt and
Birnn as a team, Lt, Wilson and Keeter as a team, and Cart Gunn and
Lt, Bender with Capt Hubbard as bombardier in ten B-25s of the
Third Group, of which three were Ninetieth Manned, took off from
Charters Towers in a drizzling rain and were off for the Philliprines .
Dawn came and the group were strung around the Gulf of Carpenteria.
Finally, arcund 9:00 on the 1lth, all of the B-25s had checked in
at Darwin and were being refuelled for the long haul to Del Monte,
Mindanao, Lt, Schmidt and Birnn blew & tire so did not continue.
In flights of three the band started for the Phillippines. Past Ambon,
now Japanese held, the Ninetieth went, then through viclent tropical
equitorial fronts and storms and at dusk, past Davao, now Japanese
held; and finally into Del Monte., Eventually everycne arrived here
and assembled at the Del Monte plantation to make plans for the days
to come, The group of five planes were to leave Del Monte at dawn on
the 12th, and bomb Cebu City, then return to a hidden field at Valencia.
Davn came and "Pete" Bender, "John" Keeter, and "Bennett" Wilson
were in the planes that carried out a raid on warehouses and shipping
at Cebu. The damage that they wrought was heavy but they were not
to get off too lightly. Japanese float planes jumped the band and
the fight was on. The Nips were none too eager however and one was
shot down by the concentrated fire of the whole flight.
Back to Valencia the Ningtieth went tc refuel and reload. There

were many eager hards there to help as the Air Corps troops there
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Lt Bennett G, Wilson
Missing in Action May 26, 1942

Lt Ralph L.L. Schmidt
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Part of & 14 ship formation that was led over Charters Towers by Major Tom
Garrity in Oct,.... in many cases, 6-7 B-25s in the close formation that is
seen here, have driven off from 25-30 Nip Zeros...

Three ship element "crossing over" into an echelon of elements... The back-
is Northern Queensland, Australia... Charters Towers is to the left

of this plcture...

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958

se s sgt mrﬁll, a
bombardier of mich ability
«s He was recommended for
the Silver Star by virtue
of a rald carrled out when
he was with Lt Hawkine and
Lt so’.omnootuogoto-lc

Formation flying over
Charters Towers.,., Nov 1842
ess The 90th Squadron relied
upon good formation in the
combat zone to keep the
Zeros at a respectable
distancesssseecnors
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Gun turret practice... Each neophyte gunner, upon entering the 90th
was taught the rudiments of this highly important position in the
plane,., A man never went on a missicn until he was an expert in

this dspartment... Such men as Sgt Swein, Sgt Hume, and others helped
out a great deal in imparting some of their knowledge to the novices.:

Charters Towsrs Air Base,,. this was "home" to the men of the 90th
for about & year.., & former "Ghost Town", this small city thrived
under the demands of an insistent 3d Bombardment Group... Looking
NE‘ towards the airfield which is in the r’.ght backgroundl-o.--'
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11
were thrilled to have decent American equipment at hand again. The
two P-40s, the entire force frem Maramag, a few miles distant, went
aloft to cover the operation.

At 4:00 PM the Ninetieth made a second attack on shipping at
Cebu and sunk two transports. The Anti-Aircraft from warships was
heavy but they went through despite the barrage.

That night the planes were serviced and reloaded again and the
crews got & bite to eat and a few hours sleep after two days almost
constant operation.

At dawn they went out again, th s time to Davao's airport and
supplies. The raid was highly successful and a fuel dump was left
afire, Later one of the P-40s in delivering its final attack, however,
hit the hanger top with its wing but managed to fly back, one wing
badly crumpled, That left one P-40 for coverage.

To Valencia the gang raced and laid low while Japanese Bombers
and reccos looked hard and far for them., They were not found however
so in the afternoon of the 13th, another raid was made on Cebu City
shipping. Again another hit on a transport and again a race against
enemy planes, This time Zeros from Manila, Dusk was at hand however
and the Japs were foiled. Del Monte, the field for frienily assembly
that evening, however, had not been left alone. A B-17 was set afire
and craters were left to show that the Nips had been there with
heavy bombers and dive tombers,

For hours that night planes were reloaded with belly tanks and

engines checked for the long flight back to Austrailia. Finally at
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three AM the Ninetieth of Wilson and Keeter started for home. Wilson
had fourteen people besides 3400 1bs, of gasoline to take off with.

In a drizzling rain they came out of Del Mante in the dead of night.
Bender had his belly tanks shot up at Del Monte and had to improvise
some from a B-18, In fact his take off was finally delayed for another
day and he didn't leave till the night of the lith,

The usual grind followed to Australia. Long seiges of instruments
plus storms and tropical fronts. At 'last Australia was beneath them
and the Ninetieth Squadron had written history. The longest bombing
raid of all time was finished. The Job = Well Done.

Because of the fall of Bataan and the subsequent assumption of
the complete capture of the Twenty Seventh Group, the Twenty Seventh
personnel were assigned to the Third Bombardment Group. Capt. R.D.
Hubbard then replaced lt. B. G. Wilson as Sguadron Commander and Lt,
Wilson became Operations Officer.

On April 19th, 1942 the Ninetieth Squadron was called upon te
furnish the first two of numerous ships to perform reconnaissancé
missions in the New Guinea - New Britain area. Lt., R, L. L, Schmidt
with Lt, Birnn co-pilot, T/Sgt Barlow bombardier, Lt. J. A, Ricla
navigator, carried out a reconnaissance of area D - New Britain and
New Guinea with nil sightings. The second ships carried out a
reconnaissance mission over a similar area but on returning to Charters
Towers encountered extremely bad weather and crashed into a mountain
near Cairns, instantly killing the entire mission - It, J., J, Keeter-

pilot, Capt, G. G. Stephenscn-copilot, ILt. E, T,.Tisonyai-navigator,
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T/Sgt, W. H. Lancaster Jr. - bombardier, 5/8gt's G. C. De Armond-radio
gunner and J. P. English-engineer, and Sgt. J. P, Morris - gunner,

On April 24th five B-25C's were ordered to Port Meresby; one
returned due to engine troutle. Three of the ships became lost due
to severe instrument conditions and landed off the Paupnan coast
because of shortage of gasoline, One ship flown by Lt. W. R. Barker
exploded when it landed in the water killing It. E, S, Ripley, Sgts.
W. C. Krueger, R. E. McGill and E. R. White. The top gunner of the
ship, Sgt. Hill, was severely lacerated and bruised but returned
safely with the crews of the other two ships after several weeks in a
British Mission on the Papuan coast. These crews, Lts. Johnson and
Baker, S/8gt. Cooley, Cpls. Perkins and Welch, S/5gt. Awbery, Sgt Hill,
Lt, Bender, It. Glover, S/Sgt. Cowand, Cpl, McNamara, 5/Sgt, Thompson,
and Sgt, Hastie, with the exception of Lt. W. R, Johnscon suffered from
Malaria contracted there. The other ship flown by Capt. R. D. Hubbard
with Lt, H. J. Rose-copilot, T/Sgt. Kirby Neal-bombardier, Lt. Thec.
Arter-navigator, Sgts Bumgartner-engineer and D,W. McGill-gunner, and
Pvt. O. H. Biddle-gunner prepared to bomb Lae, New Guinea in conjunc-
tion with a ship from the 13th Bomb Sgdn. flown by Lt. Maull. On the
morning of April 25th just before take off time, an air alert was
sounded and because Capt. Hubbard was unable to start one engire Lt.
Maull took off for Horne Island, ILater the captain was able to start
his engine and when he was unable to reach the other ship by radio, he
decided to bomb Lae as planﬁed. Although it was known that the Japa=

nese kept a constant 3 plané fiéhber patrel, & very long run was made
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Wash day on the 1lins
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90th area at Port Moresby - Mess Hall, not completed,
in center

Enlisted men's showers at Port Moresby
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Chow lins - Mess Hall not completed

45 1n the open - Mess Sgt Nickelson in background
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Mo poer cul todiy, Falm"
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Bombing Port Moresby Wreck

This bomb was dropped prior to Lt Schisrloh's disasterous
crash several peconde later 2/5/43
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... o native village near 17 Mile Field, The huts are built on
stilte in order that the reins won't flood them out... also fear
of reptiles: glant snakes, crocodiles, etc, keep them aloft,...

..Prior to a Mission at Port Moresby......"Hashing it over®.
L to Ra.ees.. Lt Keeler,(killed 12/5/42), Sgt Neal, (killed
17/24/42), Lt Miller, Sgt Grahem, (missing 11/24/42), gt

Champarre,(missing 11/24/42), Maj, Garrity, Lt Ehort, Capt.

Gi1Imoress e

19
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1st Sgt Fortner, Sgt Wendowski, S/Sgt Satterberg ,
8/Sgt Lnenieka

Gas Dump at Port Moresby after Jap raid 12 April 1943
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through a cloudless sky and six 500 1bs demolition bombs were dropped
neatly on supply dumps and ground installations; cne bomb was credited .
with being a wvery near miss to a Japanese Headquarters building.
Intercepted by one Japanese "Q" fighter, Capt, Hubbard eluded three
and fhru a forty minute running fight so manueversd as to prevent the
Jap from pressing horme the attack to effective range. Kubbard was
later awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross and the remainder of

. the crew the Silver Star - all from Lt. General Breti personally,
Because of the shortage of flying personnel, officers and men of
the B9th Bomb Sgdn. were temporarily attached to the 90th for combat
duty. Lts. H. N. Erown and D. E, Good (89th) with S/Sgt K. N, Gatewood,

T. Pardue-bombardier, Cpls, Thigpin and A, H, Smith-gunners cerried out

reconnaissance flights of arsa D on April 29 with nil sightings.
The 28th of April the 90th was assigned the duty of keeping four
B-25's at moresby for reconnaissance work. The first three crews were:
Lt., Schmidt P Lte Birnn P lst Lt., D, Feltham
. Lt Ric‘:‘naf-ds EP Lt J._C. Foire Lt. F. R, Thompson
Sgt. Nichols B Sgt. Bilubson Lt, Riola
T/Sgt. Barlow B T/Sgt. Ward T/Sgt. Dutrow
Sgt. Carter G Cpl. Swain Cpl. Taylor

Cpl, Wallace G Cpl., Sheppard Sgt, Fergurson
8gt. lee

Each of these ships carried out a reconnaissance flight on the
route to Port Morseby. Lt. Birnn sighted a flare signal near Amazon
Island, New Guines and on investigation saw three men in a boat in
the bay. These men were identified as being white men amd when the
report was investigated it was found that they were survivors of the

three ships lost on April 24th. It. R, L, Schmidt's mission carried
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him over Lae, New Guinea, where fifteen bombers and fifteen fighters
were sighted on the ground. Leaving Lae, It, Schmidt flew through
solid clouds for about fifteen minutes and asbout thirty seconds after
breaking out was attacked by cne Japanese fighter. Both turrets were
out and only by superior flying did Lt. Schmidt escape. This case
was the first instance on record of a Japanese fighter following our
planes through instrument conditions and after a close examination of
the whole crew the enemy plane was identified as a Messerschmidt 109.
Although & B-25 is redlined at 350, Schmidt would never agree that it
wouldn't take more. He later received the Distinguished Flying Cross
for this bit of flying, each of the crew getting a Silver Star.

Near Buna Bay, on April 29th, while returning frem a reconnaissance
of the New Britain ccast, Birmn's ship was attacked by five Japanese
Zero fighters, Through out the entire thirty minute ronning fight
Birnn's coordination with his gunners was perfect; they too deserve
great credit with turning the fight against such odds, Sgt. Swain's
guns accounting for one definitely, Cpl. Sheppard getting credit for
& "probable" only because of the clouds covering the mountains into
which the Zero undoubtedly crashed. Sgt. Ward's front .30 dissuaded
any anmbitious frontal attack. Lt. Birnn received the Distinguished
Flying Cross; each of the crew received the Silver Star for gallantry.

Lts. Brown and Good (89th) with their 90th Sqdn. crew flew two
reconnaissance missions on April 28 and 29th and returned to Charters

Towers with the report of nil sightings.
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To replace Lt, Schmidt's damaged airplane, Lt, Hall and Ford
(89th) proceeded to Part Moresby with a 90th plane and crew consisting
of T/Sgt. Barlow, Cpls. Harold Axt and R. A. Poet. They carried out
a reconnaissance on the 30th with nil sightings, Returned to Charters
Towers on June 1,

On the 30th Lt. Feltham's crew was attacked over Bunma Bay by
seven ¢f fourteen enemy Zero Fighters apparently on their way to Port
Moresby. During the running fight two of the Zeros were definitely
shot down and then the B-25 eseaped into the clouds.,

To replace the crews of Lts. Brown and Hall, the Ninetieth sent
two crews - Lt. H, J. Rose - Pilot, I&, J. R. Miller - Co-pilot, Lt.
J. R. Smith - (89) Pilot, Lt, W, E. Dickinson, T/Sgt. Kelly - Bombar-
dier, S/3gt. Bumgardner - Engineer, Cpls, Goodman and Hume - Gunners,
were ordered to Port Morseby May lst.

On May 2nd, Lt. Smith carried out a reconnaissance mission along
the coast of New Guinea and New Britain reperting Nil sightings. L&,
Rose and crew carried out a reconnaissance flight of the Trobriands,
Woodlark, and the Scuthern tip of Bougainville Island. Here engine
trouble developed and a direct course to Port Morseby was set. While
dodging in and out of thunder storms, this crew came suddenly upon &
large Japanese ocean going submarine. Without bombs, three strafing
runs were made before the submarine succeeded in crash diving; at
least small damage was inflicted by .50 caliber machine gun fire. I,
Feltham and ecrew, while recénnoitering the coast of New Britain spoted
a smell unarmed Jaspanese freighter. Still mad from the attack by

seven zeros on the 30th, many strafing runs were made and deck honses,

23
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bridge and decks were completely riddled by armour piercing .50
caliber michine gun fire,
To replace Lt. Hall's erew, Lt. Christain Petrie Jr. - Pilot,
Lt. T. G. Wuerple, T/Sgt. H. M, Bosewell Bombardier, S/Sgt. P. R,
Ervine - Engineer, Cpls. Fanta and Wakem - Gunners were cordered to
Port Morseby May 2nd.
May 3rd, while flying & cross course search mission from Port
Morseby to Bougainville Island and along that coast, Lt. Rose encoun- .
tered and attacked a Japanese, type 97, serial 43 flying boat. Just
as he made his first pess Lt. Smith joined him and it became a race
to see who could down the Jap first. Thirty five minutes later two
sad but much wiser and more respecting crews disengaged the enemy,
It. Smith's bombardier succeeded in silencing one 20mm carnon turret,
but Lt. Smith had received considerable damage from 20mm cannon shells,
Over 2000 rourds were fired at the enemy ship and undoubtedly it suf-
fered considerable damage of a minor nature. Lt., Smith amd T/Sgt. _
Kelly received a Silver Star for gallantry in action in the emcounter. .
Lt. Feltham carried out a reconnaissance mission reporting Nil Sightings
on his return to Charters Towers. Lt. Petrie carried out two reconna-
issance missions during the day reporting Nil sightings, ILt. Birnn and
crew; Lt, Poire, T/Sgt. Ward - Bombardier, S/Sgt. Gatewood - Engineer,
and Cpls. Swain and Sheppard - Gunners, were ordered to Port Morseby.
May Lth, Lt, Schmidt returned to Charters Towers, Lt, Birm
requested a quiet area for his search mission because his lower turret
was out. Seven hundred miles sounthwest of Bougainville he sighted a

Japanese Aireraft Carriser and two cruisers, Having reported their
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position, further investigation was impracticle because of the swarm
of fighter planes lannched by the Carrier, Returning to Port Morsety,
Lt. Birmn surprised & Japanese submarine tender refueling two large
submarines about forty miles west of the carrier. Both subs crash
dived and disappeared., lt. Rose carried out a reconnaissance of
Finchaven and Medang, New Guinea, and Talasea and Gasmata, New
Britain, reporting Nil Sightings. Lt Petrie carried out a reconnaissance
. of the Lonisiade Archipelapge and returned to Charters Towers

reporting Il Sightings.

Informed of the impending naval battle, and ordered to shadow
the Japanese Carrier and cruisers, on the morning of May 5th, ILt.
Rose set out after obtaining & top gunner to replace Sgt. D, W.

Me@ill who had had food poisining for thres days, and repairing his

top turret with parts taken from Lt, Birnn's ship., Cpl. A. J. Swain
voluntesred his services as gunner and performed the necessary repairs
. to the turret, On May 5th, Lt. Rose and crew located the Carrier and
one Cruiser one hundred miles south west of Faisi, Solomon Islands
and having reported their position to Port Morseby proceeded to send
out radio signals for the B-17 strikirg force to "home" on., Remaining
in this area for crne hour and five minutes, this ship was forced to
dodge in and out of clouds as the Zero patrol from the Carrier searched
for the B-25, Once two Zeros started to dive upen the B-25 and when
the top said, "Iwo ships at 9:00 Oclock™, the pilet thought that he
meant more boats, this was quickly remedied upon explanation and the

B-25 retreated to cloud cover. Forced to leave the area by lack of

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

26
fuel, the crew returned to Port Morseby to find that the striking force
had never materialized, Lt, Rose later received the Distinguished
Service Cross, Cpl, Swain for his gallantry on this and other occassions
alse received the Distinguished Service Cross.

Lt. Birnn returned to Charters Towers and Lt. Schmidt with Lt,
Richards-Copilot, T/Sgt. Barlow - Bombardier, Sgt. Carter and COpl,
Wallace - gunners, and Sgt. lLee as Engineer; and Lt. Feltham with Lt.

F. R, Thompson, Sgt. A. B, Gibson, T/Sgt. W. E. Dutrow, Cpls. Axt,
Ferguson, ard Peet returned to Port Morseby,

Relieved in part by the Thirteenth Squadron on May 6th, Lt. Rose
and crew returned to Charters Towers. Lt. Schmidt and crew carried
out & reeon of the Coral Sea reporting Nil Sightings. Lts. A. M,
Rulisen and R, A. Price with a Thirteenth crew performed a recon flight
aleng the Australian coast line in a Ninetieth Squadron airplane. Lt.
W. E. Dickinson, Lt. Wuerple-Copilot, T/Sgt. Loftin-Bombardier, Cpls.

A, H. Smith and G, E. Thigpin-Gunners, Sgt. A. G. Nichols -Engineer were
attached to a flight bf five Thirtaenth airplanes on standby orders.

Lt. Wilson, Operations Officer tock a load of pilots to Gharle-
ville to receive several new airplanes,

May Tth, Lts. Schmidt's and Feltham's crews performed & recon
flight from Port Morseby reporting Nil Sightings., ILts, Hall and Ford,
Eighty Nineth, with a Ninetieth crew and Lis, Birnn and Poire carried
cut a recon of the Austrailian coast line hereafter referred to as
the "Milkrun",

May 8th, Lt. Feltham and crew, It, Schmidt and crew performed a
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Sgt Murphy, Sgt Swain, Sgt Clark, J.H..... "Fat Catting" on the

line in one of the engineer's repair tents,
S o N e
’ AT

Engincering Department,. L to R... Back - Lt Valusek, Sgt Summer,
Sgt Johnson, Sgt Machovec, Sgt Tucker, Front - Pvit Davidson, Sgt
Sherman, Sgt Caruzzi..... "The most efficient, most dependable, and
best-organized engineering unit in the South Pacific Area®,,, This
was the distinction of the 90th squadron..... Back in the old, old
days of April 1942, when one couldn't count on the maps one got, the
orders one got, and the reports on amount of enemy aircraft in a
given territory; the 90th could always count on one thing for &
surlty.,. to wit, their planes, thanks to the unceasing effort of
Enginesring Lade to whom this squadron owes 80 michs.eeceva-
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recon from Port Morseby reporting Nil Sightings. Lt. Birmn and crew,

It. Good, Eighty Nineth, and It, Reed, Thirteenth, with a Ninetieth erew,
It. Petrie Eighty Nineth, and It, Ferguscn Eight, with a Ninetieth

Crew made the "Milkrun",

May 9th, Lt. Schmidt and Lt., Feltham were caught on the greund by
a surprise eneny raid. Lt. Richards and Sgt Carter both being wounded
in the legs, One Ninetieth B-25 was seriously damaged and Lts,
Feltham and Schmidt with Barlow, Ferguson and Axt ran a recon mission
in the remaining plane reporting Nil Sightings. Late in the afternoon
a sudden alert sent Lt. Birnn and crew, Lt. Hesselbarth and J. E.
Ferguson, Eighth, Lts. Hall and Ford, Eighty Nineth, Lts. Geod and
Wilkins all with Ninetieth ecrews to sea again in search of an enemy
carrier. Lt. Dickinson and erew proceeded to Port Morsesby from
Cooktown, still on standby orders.

May 10, Lt. Rose and crew, Lt. Good - EBighty Nineth - and Lt.
Wilkins - Eight - with Ninetieth crew, Lt, Hesselbarth and Lt. Birnn
and crews made the local "Milkrun", Nil Sightings. Lt. Dickinson and
his crew with five Thirteenth airplanes, bombed and strafed a Japanese
seaplane base in t.h.e Debeyne 1lslands, destroying several seaplanes on
the water, Lt, Feltham with Lt, F. R. Thompson made a recon to Port
Morseby with Nil Sightings. On May 11, Lt. Feltham returned t,o
Townsville bringing It. Richards to the Hospital and Picking up there
Lts, Johnsbn, Baker and crew who had just returned after crash landing
in New Guinea in April., It. Rose and Crew, lts, Good and Carter -

Eighty Nineth - with a Ninebtieth crew, proceeded to Port Morseby to
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perform reconnaissance, Lt, D, P, Hall, Eighty Ninth, anl Lt. Wilkins,
Eight, with a Ninetieth crew, Lt. H. N. Brown, Eighty Ninth, and Lt.
Farr, Eight, with a Ninetieth crew, Lt. Hesselbarth and Lt. Ferguson,
Bight, Lt. I. H. Shearer and J, C. Parker, Eighth, made the local
"Milkrun" with nil sightings.

May 12, It. D. C. Young, Group Hesdquarters, and F/L Higgins,
RAAF It, Petre, Eighty Ninth, and Lt. Farr, Eighth, Lt. Keel,
Thirteenth and Lt, Ferguson, Eighth, made the local "Milkruns". Lts,
Rese and Miller sighted three small open life boats five miles from
Kitava Island undoubtedly containing Japanese survivors from the Coral
Sea Battle., Its, Birnn and Poire reported nil sightings as did Lt. Good.

May 13th, lts. Rose, Birmn and Good made recons and then returned
to Charters Towers - nil sightings., Lts. Hall and Brown, Eighty Ninth,
with Ninetieth crews made the "™Milkrun" with nil sightings. Six crews,
Lt. G, G. Wilson with It, P, M. Eckberg, Co-pilot, T/Sgt. Cooly
bombardier, Cpls. A. H. Smith and G, E. Thigpin, gunners and Sgt.
Nichols, Engineer, leading; <It. Hesselbarth, Lt Farr, co-pilot, Sgt.
V. J. Ceryanec, Cpls, Barton and Hartman, gunners, T/Sgt. Boswell,
Bombardier; Lts. Shearer and Ferzuson, Pilots, S/Sgt. Bumgardner,
Engineer, T/Sgt. A, G. Kelly, Bombardisr, Sgt. Fanta and Cpl Wakem,
gunnérs; Lt. J, D. Feltham and Lt. H, L, Turk, T/Sgt. Dutrow,
Bombardier, Sgt. 0. N. Ferguson, gunner, Sgt A. B. Gibscn, Engineer,
and Cpl., H. S. Taylor, gunner; Lts, Dickinson and R. G. Boyd, Sgt.
Webb, Bombardier, Cpls Hume and Goodman, gunners, and Cpl. R. G, Boyd,

Enginser; ILts, W, R. Johnson and W. B, Jones, Pilots, Sgt. Chesson,
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Engineer, and Cpls. Welch and Perkins, gunners departed to Port Morseby,

via Cocktown for a bombing missien. Lt. Wilson became bogged at
Cocktown and the flight was led on by Lt. Feltham.

Lt. H. N, Brown, Eighty Ninth, with It., C. L. Bowman, co-pilot,
and Lt, Hall, Eighty Ninth, and Lt. M. Noelke, co-pilot, made the
"Milkrun" with nil sightings,

On the l4th of May, the five ships led by Lt. Feltham bombed lLae,
New Guinea, at 7:55 A. M, Forty three hundred pound demolition bombs
were dropped from twelve hundred feet and tremendous fires, probably
gasoline dumps, were started., One intercepting Zero was ourtun and a
course was set for Horn Island.( About Fifty miles from Lae the forma-
tion was again attacked by seven Zeros, Lt, Hesselbarth's ship was hit
in the tail section and was unable to keep up with the forfMation. The
Zeros then concentrated on his ship and received more hits in the wing
and right engime, Both gunners were severely wounded, Cpl. Barton in
the legs, Cpl. Hartman in the shoulder, by a 20mm cannon shell which
exploded between them. It, Hesselbarth proceeded to Three Mile Aero-
drome, Port Morseby, where he crash landed with his wheels up as his
hydraulic system was destroyed and Lt. Djickinson landed at Seven Mile
LAerodrome, Port Morseby. ILt. Feltham, Lt. Johnson, and ILt. Shearer
proceeded to Horn Island, then returned to Charters Towers.

On May 15th five ships, in conjunction with four from the 13th
Squadron, proceeded to Port Morseby each loaded with six - hundred
pound 0il incendiary bombs and six - hundred pound demolition bambs,
The crews were Lt, Felt.h-a.m, It. H. L. Turk, Sgt. Dutrow, Cpl. H. S,

Tayler and Sgt. Ferguson, S/Sgt P. R. Ervinj Lts, Wilson and Ecberg,
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Sgts, Gatzman aﬁd Ward, and Cpls. Swain and Sheppard; ILts, Rose and
‘R, F, Miller, Sgt. Neal, Cpl. Axt, Pvt, Biddle and Sgt. H. P. Barnes
with Major B. B. Cain observer from General Headguarters G-2j Lts.
Dickinson and R. G. Boyd, Sgts. McBroom and Barlow, Cpls., Goodman and
Hume; Lts. Birnn and Poire, Sgts, Gibson amd Timberlake, Cpls. Thigpin
and Smith.,
This flight took off at 6:30 A.M, on the 16th for Lae, New Guinea
. led by Capt. H. F, Lowery of the 13th Squadron, Over Salamaua bad
weather was encountered and the first flight split off in search of
enemy shipping. Lt, Feltham assumed the lead and by following the
coastline from Salamaua to lae succeed in wading the worst of bad
tropical thunder storms. Breaking out of a storm the flight spotted
Lae - five miles ahead, just as & "Zero" channelled off the fleld and
came head on at Feltham, Just missing Feltham by no more than six or

eight feet the Zero did a vertical 180 degree turn into the rear of the

second element. Immediztely all guns possible were brought to bear and
the Zero shuddered and went into a spin in less than 20 seconds. The
bombing run was made at £00 feet and the A/A positions and supply
dispersal area were thoroughly covered. On turning the formation was
foreced to disperse and individual returns to Morseby were made, This
flight bombed up with twelve - hundred pound demolition bombs, on
return to Port Morseby and at 11:15 K took off again for Lae. 4n
attempt was made to bomb through the clouds but the solid overcast
prevented this, Finally the formstion of nine proceeded in through a

thunderstorm and came out directly in line with lae dead ahead about
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10 miles. Intense but inaccurate light A/A was waiting but without

any casualty A/A. runway and dispersal area were bombed from 2400 feet.
There was no interception due again to the weather and on return trip
Lt. Feltham left the formation to strafe a seaplane base near Salamaua.
1t. Feltham became lost and was listed as missing for a week, (This
ship landed 35 miles from Madang in a short emergency field. On
landing the nose wheel buckled and the crew was forced to remain,

. On attempting to rescue these men threse A-24's were wrecked, one pilot -
J. T. Holecomb - was killed and Major Rogers (both of the Eighth Sqdn)
was injured. This crew was returned safely with the exception of Capt.
Feltham, who crashed while performing some surveys of New Guinea
aerodromes m a 1914 Spartan Trainer and suffered two brc;ken legs,

On May 16, It, Shearer and crew = Lt. M, Moelke-copilot, Sgts.
Pard;e - bombardier and Franklin - gunner, Cplsy R, C. Boyd and
Champagre -~ gunners proceeded to Port Foresby for reconnaissance work,

On May 17, Lt. Shearer and crew made a reconnaissance reporting

nil sightings; Lt. Wilson and flight returned to Charters Towers.

On May 18 and 19th, Lt. Shearer and crew carried out reconnaissance
missions'of New Britain, Bougainville Island, Trobriand Islands report-
ing nil sightings. This ship returned to Charters Towers on the 19th,

On May 21, an enemy submarine was reparted off the coast near
Qairns, Old. Two ships, Lts, Wilson and L. P, Smith and J. B, McAfee,
(Hg, Saqdn.) and Bowman and crews flew to Cooktown. They remained on
the alert there one day returning the 22nd - nil bombing. Meanwhile

on the same day Lt. Rose flew to Tewnsville, picked up a load of signal
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corps equipment, proceeded to Horne Island, where he wes to escort
P-39's to Port Moresby. On the 23rd Rose led five Pursuits to Moresby.

Meanwhile at Q430 K on the 23rd three ships of the 90th, in
conjunction with three 13th ships, proceeded to Port Moresby via
Cooktown. The three crews were Lts, Birnn and Poire, S/S Pardue,
Sgt. Franklin, Cpl. Champagne, Cpl Gorton - engineer; Lts. Dickinson
and Ted Wuerple, Lts. Shearer and Farr, T/S Kelly, Cpl. Frizzle and
Sgt. Wise and Cpl. Rush. At 1110 K this flight took off to bomb Las,
New Guinea. Attacking Lae at 1215 with six -five hundred pound
demolition bombs each. The flight made its run at 6000 feet. However,
the flight was intercepted by three or more "Zero's" two miles from
their target. Anti-aircraft fire was very heavy and fairly accurate
and therefore effects of the bombing were not seen, After bombing the
flight dove for the water and Lt. Kell (13th) was left behind with
engine trouble, (This ship was shot down before the flight could slow
ricwn., the Zeros concentrating on him until they got him.) Two Zeros
then placed themselves between the flight and the coast. One broke
off and climbed about a thousand feet above the formstion and after
flying aleng for two or three minutes dropped a pear shaped cbject,
Capt. lowery said he "smelled a rat", banked the formation steep by.
The object turned out to be an aerial bamb whieh exploded about 100 »
feet above their previocus line of flight, The flight then turned in
at Buna and proceeded to climb to sufficient altitude to clear the
mountains, Suddenly a Zero, lost previously in the haze, made one

sweep from below and front of Lt. Dickensen. Lt. Wuerple and Cpl.
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Sevene were killed instantly, Lt. Dickinson being wounded in the arm
by a .20 mm shell which exploded in the cockpit. One engine was put
out of commission and because of lack of altitude to clear the mountains,
Dickenson gave orders to ball out. Sgt. J. A. Gibson (RAAF) and Cpl.
Huley were last seen bailing out, Lt. Dickinson and Pvt, Webb were
finally brought, guite O K to Port Morseby by friendly natives.

May 23rd, Lt. L Baker and C. L., Bowman, Lt. Schmidt and R, H.
Wilkins (Eight Sguadron), Lt. W. R, Johnson and M. Noelke proceeded
to Port Morseby for reconnaissance work.

May 24th, Lt, Birnn and Lt, Shearer, with the other B-25's flew
to Cooktown to await reinforcements for their flight. Lts. Baker,
Johnson and Schmidt made long range reconnaissance of the Coral Sea
area. Lt. Rose searched the coast for Lt. Dickinson and crew, sighting
nothing, then returned to Charters Towers. At 11:00 0'Clock the
following crews from the Ninetieth reinforced the bombing force at
Cooktown. Lt. B, G. Wilson and L. P. Smith, T/Sgt Ward, Cpl. Shepard,
Sgt Bailey, Cpl. Meyers; Lts. Good and Carter, T/Sgt. Loftin, Cpls. Axt
and Biddle, Sgt. J. B, Thompson; Lts. Hesselbarth and Ferguson, T/Sgt.
Wright, Cpls. Thigpin, Smith and Douglas.

Lts., Baker, Johnson, and Schmidt again carried out long range
reconnaissance on May 25th., The bombing force departed from Cocktown
leaving Lt, Birnn tfapped there by mud, and refueled at Morseby., The
Flight then attacked Lae with eight three hundred demolition bambs each.
The run was made at three thbusand feet through heavy A/A but results

were not observed as on their run the flight was attacked by fifteen
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Zeros- head on. Lt. Wilson's and Lt, Hesselbarth's ships were shot

down almost immediately, Capt Lowery and Lt. Rulison (both Thirteenth)

ships quickly followed and about twenty miles out of Lae Lt, Shearer

was forced to erash land in the water. The remaining three sbiba were

attacked continuously until they reached Salamaua where the flight

lost them in the clouds. (ILt. Shearer eénd crew with the exception of

T/Sgt Kelly, killed by gunfire, by the help of friendly natives reached
. Wau, New Guinea and were brought out by plane. Sgt. Wise, RAAF, suffered

severe leg wounds.) May 26th and 27th Lt Johnscn made a reconnaissance,

Lt. Schmidt, Birnn, and Baker returned to Charters Towers, Lt. Johnson

returning the 27th.

May 25th, Lt Senmidt sighted a small fifty to sixty foot vessel
in Buka passage, Bougainville Island, flying the Jap Flag. The

sction in his own words: "Strafed well, flag was lowered."

May 28th, Lt. J. R. Smith, Lt. Petrie, and Lt, Brown flew three
Ninetieth ships to Moresby but due to exceedingly bad weather were
forced to return to Charters Towers.

The Ninetieth began to check out the Co-pilots as first Pilots to
replace the great loss suffered by the Squadron. Lts, Miller, Poire
and Richards were checked out as were Lts, Noelke and Bowman. In
addition eight Australian Pilots were attadhed to the Squadron for
tactic al.'work as Co-pilots. They were P, 0. Mebsby, W. O. Wilson,
F/Sgt. Hewter, S/Ps. Dunn, Muir, Way, Mackie, and Jarret. These
pilots were also given check outs as co-pilots and the Squadron was

busy reorganizing for more combat work until June Tth.
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On May 28th, General George Brett visited the Third Group and
presented several decorations. Iater in the week promotions came
through making Hubbard Major, Bender and Feltham Captains, Johnson,
Rose, Birnn, Schmidt, Baker, and Dickinson First Lieutenants.

On June 7th, Rose and Poire and their crews made a short
reconnaissance of the Australian coast searching for a supposed
seaplane tender off Townsville,

On the 8th, six crews, led by Major Hubbard, departed for Cooktown.
The Crews were: Major Hubbard, Lt. Chambers, Neal, Hume, Parsons (RAAF),
Nealy; Lt. Rose and W/O Wilson (RAAF), Pardue, Biddle, Black, Landers;
It. Bowman and Sgt R. Muir (RAAF), Loftin, Wakem, Callander (RAAF),
and Corbitt; Lt. Noelke and F/Sgt. Way (RAAF), Timberlake, Hamilton .
(RAAF), Champagne, and Corbitt; Lt, Schmidt and P/O Mobsby, Barlow,
Wallace, Cook, and Stratton; Capt. J. B, McAfee (Hg. Sqdn.) and F/Sft,
Hawter, Boswell, MeGill, Gawne (RAAF), and Sgt. Main (13th) flying a
13th Sqdn. plane. At Cooktown & meeting of the crews was held and the
mission was explained. The six B-25's were to act as "decoys" in a
co-ordinated attack with the B-17's and B-—26'.s on Lae, New Guinea,

The formation then proceeded to Port Moresby taking off from Cocktown
into & tremendous thunderstorm and having to fly instruments as soon
as their wheels were up, Spending the night at 7 mile drome at Moresby
the flight was briefed - they attack at 09:30 K,

At 09:30 the flight flew over Lae at 16000 and though the target
area was obscured by clouds, the B-17's had succeeded in stirring up

the "Zeros", BPEn-route Lt. Bowmn had been forced to return due to
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engine trouble. The top of the overcast was at about 4000 feet and the
first Zero thru succeeded in climbing from that point to intercept the
flight in little over three minutes. He was joined by seven more of
his buddies and the B-25's hightailed for Kerema, where a P-39 squadron
was supposedly waiting to close the trap., Three frontal attacks were
made- one Zero possible being set afire and no hits being suffered by
the B-25's, However, Lt. Noelke in "FAT CAT" (which Johnson had always
claimed was the fastest ship in the sa_uadmn) fell behind the formation
and was immediately pounced upon by five Zeros. Luckily, and by very
nice work of crew and pilot, Noelke suffered no severe damage although
he was shot up eeonsiderably. Also luckily for Noelke the B-26's were
behind schedule and intercepted the flight on their way dinto the
target, whereupon the Zeros disengaged and attacked them. (Because
of their error one ship was lost) Needless to say nec pursuit was
waiting as scheduled, they having never co-operated to any degree.
Officially Cpl. Biddle was credited with destruction of one Zero, the
flight receiving credit for another probable. This entire flj.g‘lt
returned to Charters Towers that day.

Lts. Hose and Miller with two more crews from the 13th departed
on the tenth for Canberra to receive three B-25's from the Dutch.

Impatiently ﬁ;aiting as usual for A. C, H. to pick a target, the
90th did more local flying until the 15th of June. The following
six crews were then ordered to Moresby via Cooktown: Major Hubbard
and Lt. Chambers, Neal, Hume and Parsons (RAAF), Harper; Lts. Noelke

and F/S Way, Boswell, Champagne and Franklin, Zulkusj Lt. Bowman and
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F/S Muir, Loftin, Wakem and Callander (RAAF), Corbitt; Lt. Schmidt and
P/0 Mobsby (RAAF), Barlow, Cook and Wallace, Stratton; Lt. Johnson and
F/S Mackie (RAAF), Perkins and Allen (RAAF), BEagle; It Poire and F/S
Jarret, Pardue, Bertlett and Black(RAAF), At Cooktown Lts, Noelke
and Bowman became stuck in the mud and the rest of the flight pro-
ceeded without them. Each loaded up with 12-hundred pound bombs
the flight made its run on Salamaua, New Guinea at 13000 feet., All
bombs were dropped in the target area and a large explosion and
fire 200 feet in diameter resulted. Damage to the enemy installations
was estimated as being very heavy. There was no attempt at intér—
ception by enemy fighters and no A/A was cbserved. This flight
returned to Charters Towers on the 17th,

June 25th It. Schmidt and P/O F.T. Mobsby(RAAF), T/Sgt. Barlow,
Cpls. Wallace and Cook, Stratton; Lts. Johnson and Jones, Pardue,
Perkins, and Allen(RAAF), Chesson to Port Moresby. At 2140 K Schmidt
and crew bombed Salamaua with 8-hundred pound demolition bombs and
four-hundred pound ©il incendiary cluster bombs, Seven of the demo-
lition bombs were dropped from 8000 feet, then a low run was made at
400 feet to drop the clusters which do not have the trajectory of a
normal hundred pound bomb,., Houses and cther buildings were strafed
on this run, It. Johnson attacked at 2200 K dropping £-100 1b.
demolitions, Then he dropped his four cluster bombs from 2000 feet
and made a low run straffing and silencing a A/A machine gun nest.

aireraft returned to Charters Towers the next day.
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Just returned from leave, on June 30th Lt, Rose and crew set out
in "490", the Jinx ship- three returns in three tries- leading Lt.
Miller and F/S Durn, Brown, Small, Goodman, and Green; Lts, Bowman and
Chatt, Agee, Wakem, Callander(RAAF), Corton, and Sgt. O'Connell,
photographer, The flight refueled at Cooktown and shortly after take
off Lt. Rose's right engine cut out repeatedly and he was forced to
return to Cooktown and C.T. It. Bowman and Miller, with two ships of
the 13th Sgdn. led by Capt T.P. Gerrity bombed Lae, New Guinea at
0530 K. They were zreeted with very heavy and very accurate A/A
fire and forced to go low because of poor visibility Miller suffered
a direct hit by a light A/A shell which passed through his open bomb
bay door, within six inches of a hundred pound bomb. The heavy A/A
fire came principally from two cruisers in the harbour but beeause of
the relatively impctent bomb loading - 100 1b., demolition and oil
bombs- it was necessary to leave them unscathed, However, Lt. Miller's
Bombardier threw off two bombs at the cruiser before dropping the rest
of his bombs in the dispersal area. Although damaged by A/A fire these
ships returned to their base safely the next day.

July 1st Lt, Johnson with F/S Hawter, It. Arter, navigator,
Perkins and Allen, Loftin and Zukus left C.T. leading a flight of P-39s
to Port Moresby via Cairms, Horne Island,

July 3rd Lt. Schmidt and Mabsby and their same erew, Lt. Noelke-
and F/S Way, Timberlade, Champagne and Franklin, Hall; Lt. Poire and
Smallwood, Harrell, Bartlett and Black(RAAF) and Wilson; with three
ships from the 13th under Capt. Gerrity went to Port Moresby in

preparation for s wvery large July Ath celebration over Lae, At P.M.
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Johnson was also loaded with bombs.

In a seriss of early merning attacks (individual), each of the
crews dropred 7-250 1lb, bombs delayed 6-8 hours and one-300 1b,
instantaneous bomb. However, their targets varied as Lt. Johnson was
unable to reach Lae because of bad weather. He attacked - bombed and
straffed - Salamana., Lts. Schmidt, Noelke, and Poire bombed lLae at
30 minute intervals from 4500 feet. A/A oprositicn varied from light
machine gum fire to heavy A/A but no ships were damaged.

At 1500 K on the Lth seven ships flying an echelon of V's with
1t. Johnson in the diamond on the second element attacked Lae at 15000
feet, Ez2ch dropped 12-100 1b demolition instantaneocus bombs in the
dispersal area and on the runway. Heavy but very inaccurate A/A was
seen but no ship was even jolted by this fire, The flight was attacked
by four patrolling "Zero" fighters as they made their bombing run.
Therefore as soon as the bombs were dropped the flight turned down the
coast, whereupon the second element was left behind and the Zeros
coneentrated their attack on this flight, Schmidt then dove the flight
at 300 MPH to sea level and leveled ocut at 25 feet above the water.
Schmidt thought that he was as low as he possibly could gebt but on
investigation found that Johnson's turret was out and that he had
skidded up underneath him for protection, Poire and loelke claim
Johnson's props were actually throwing salt water spray he was so low,
Cne Zero attacking from the rear was sesn to crash in flames in the sea,
shot down by Cpl. Cock, OSgt, Barlow set one Zero, attacking from

infront, afire and a rear gunner saw it smoking as it flashed past- a
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probable. This flight observed all the Zero's engines to be smoking
at 50 feet, rolled over on his back to fire then rolled out. All

the flight returned safely suffering slight damage to aireraft.

1t. Poire received a 20 MM shell direect kit in his right engine but
although damaged the engine continued to operate with only slight
loss of power, Alsc from an attack from the rear Lt. Poire had a
part of a .303 machine gun bullet penetrate a rib of his canopy and
slap him on the top of the head and then dent his dashboard. Poire
saw stars Tor about 30 seconds but the bullet did not break the skin
and he resumed control of the ship after a few seconds. (Incidentally
Poire's head is definitly the worlds hardest., The next week he walked
underneath a prop beins pulled through and was knocked cold. Out of
the hospital after a few days, he was cranking an energizer when it
kicked back cracking him on the head. No lasting effects- just a
black eye.)

On July 5th Lt. Richard R, Birmn in Brisbane on official relief
from combat zone, was testing an A-20a znd from unknown causes crashed
to his death, He had flown some 14 combat missions, been awarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross and the Silver Star and had flown 140 combat
hours without injury to his trew., His loss was deeply felt by the
squadron and the group.

July 12th Lits. Richards and McNuti with crew started a ferry trip
leading P-39's to Port Moresby via Townsville, Cairns, and Horne Island.
They returned on the 13th.

July 19th Capt. Bender and F/S Hawter and crew led another squadron

L5

of P-39s to Moresby. Lt. Miller and crew led another squadren on the 20th,

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQO12958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

L6
July 21st Lt. Johnson and crew and Lt., Schmidt and crew flew to

Port Moresby in preparation for a raid, These ships were attached to
a flight of four from the 13th Squadron. Loaded with 8x300 1lb. demo-
lition bombs they were ordered to change their loading to é x 500 1b,
bombs and attack 2 Japanese convoy landing troops at Buna Eay and Gona
Bay, New Guinea, By the time this had been done and the flight had
reached the location of their target the weather was too bad, visi-
bility and ceiling nearly zero and they were unable to locate the
target at sufficient altitude to bomb. T'e following day Lt, Johnsen
was forced to return to C.T. for maintainance and Lts. Miller and
Schmidt, with the 13th ships attacked enemy shipping in Helnicote Bay
at 0915 K. Each ship dropped B x 300 1bs, bombs from 7500 feet but no
hits were scored., The weather was still very bad and it was impossible
to make an assessment of the enemy forces., Again on the 22nd Lts.
Miller and Schmidt attempted to attack the convey off Buna but it was
obscured by bad weather and an attack was made on the secondary target
landing barges on the beach; clouds prevented observation of the
results but opinicns were pessimistic. These two crews returned to
Charters Towers on the 23rd.

On July 24 six crews led by Major Hubbard and accompained by Lts.
Linn, Price, and Hoover of the 13th Sqdn. proceeded to Port Moresby,
The crews Hubbard and Chambers, Neal, Hume, and Parsons, Nealy; Capt
Bender amd F/S Hawter, Middleton, Thompson and Hamilton, McBroom;

Lt, Rose and W/0 Wilson, Pardue, McNamara and Graham, Corbitt; Lts.

Johnson and Jones, Agee, Perkins, Black, Green, and Chesson; Lbs.
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Richards and McNutt, Ayres Powers and Paradiso, Gorton; Lt. Schmidt
and P/O Mcbsby, Barlow, Cook and Wallace and Barnes,

This flight of B-255 was ordered to Port Moresby on standby orders
presumably to attack further enemy convoys at Puna and Gona, New Guinea.
1t. Johnson, flying Major Hubbard's airplane was ordered to bomb Buna
Bay area between 11:00 and 12:00 K to harass Japanese forces there.

At 11:00 & x 300 lb. demolition bombs were dropped but observation
. was obscured by bad weather, This also prevented further night raids
by Lt. Schmidt and Capt. Bender.

At 0600 K, on the 25th, Lt. Linn of the Thirteenth 2lone reconno-
itered the Buna-Gona area for forty-five minutes, reported nil enemy
aireraft, nil sightings. At 0915 K, eight ships led by Major Hubbard
ecircled Buna-Gona area searching for shipping targets., None being
available, the flight suddenly became disorganized by & violent turn
as the leader started to make a bombing runm on Gona Mission. Lt. Rose
was left a'mile behind the rest of the formation, one half mile behind

Lt. Richards. Having seen no enemy aireraft a run was started in this

disorganized minner, Suddenly the flight was atiacked without warning
by ten to twelve Zerds. Bombs were quickly salvoed and an echelon of
diamonds was formed Lt. Rose and Schmidt being the diamond points of
one and two flighte respectively., Then for [ifteen minutes a running
fight was carried on. Three direct frontal attacks were made and com-
pleted by Zeros flying through the formation, below Hubbard and over
Rose. One Zero was turned into while chandelling up for a frontal

attack and missing his first shot, looped over the formation and came
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down firing on the second element, No damage was suffered from the

frontal but three ships were severly damaged by Zeros diving from the
rear quarter, firing in vertical rolls then completing an Immelmann
and firing at ships in the other element. One Zero was caught flat
footed by Cpl. MacNamara sitting directly behind the tail of Lt. Rose's
ship, This shir was pulverized by fifty calibre fire and definitely
erashed. Two other Zeros definitely crashed and two prcbables were
claimed, t. Rose's ship suffered severe damage from a 20mm cannon
shell which entered his left intoard flap cutting two contreol wires
and piercing the gas tank. (The gasoline turned until the tank seal
cut off the supply to the fire.) Three tanks were holed, one prop
blade was holed, and the bombay suffered fifteen to twenty maching gun
hits eutting aileron trim tab cables. Lt, Richards ship landed with
two flat tires, oxygen supply punctured, nacelle door braces shot in
two, and 2 20mm carnon shell hole in the right engine., Lt. Schmidis
ship received a 20mm canron shell in the right engine which expldded
against the fire wall breakirg an oil line and he landed with very
low oil pressure, This ship's electrical system had gone out and it
was as defenseiess as tall end charlie.

Returning to Port Meresby, the flight found [t. Rose's ship to pe
unsérviceable so hs departed to Charters Towers after minor maintainance.
Lt, Richards departed to Hofn Island when both of his wheels had been
changed. Lt. Schmidt's oil line and electrical system were repaired
and after bombing up another raid was attempted but weather turned the

the flight back to Port Morseby mission uncompleted. .
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July 26th, Hubbard, Johnscn, Schmidt, Bender; Linn and Price of
the Thirteenth were ordered to bomb Gasmata and strafe flying boats

due to be on the water refueling there. This mission closely approached
being an all out sulcide mission, for though it had been bombed before
by B-25's it had since been known to be too far for a safe operation,
Moreover every pilot knew that if the mission were carried out &nd the
flight was intercepted on the way home they wouldn't have enough gas

to return to Port Morseby. Never-the-less the ships prepared to

take off from Port Morseby and when Major Hubbard was unable to start
one engine, Lt, Schmidt tock the lead. These five aireraft were inter-
cepted at Buna, on course, by twenty to thirty Zero fighters. Bombs
were immediately salvoed and the flight hightailed for home. About
five minutes after turning back Lt, Schmidt's aircraft was seen
blazing as it left the formation. P/O Mobsby was last seen trying to
bail ont of the top hatch. A few seconds later Capt. Bender's ship

was to burst into flames, flames running cut from the navigators
compartment baclc to the tail. This ship evidently burned in two as it
was last seen starting a loop. Capt Bender and F/Sgt. Hawter were
unable to get out the top escape hatch and while Bender waited for
Hawter to go out the bottom the tail evidently burned off and the nlane
went into a violent spin. Bender was thrown forward and waited for

the crash when the plane exploded., Finding himself in mid-air he pulled
his rip cord and landed safely. Both gumners parachuted safely gut

it is assumed that Sgt. Hamiltan, RAAF, was captured as Sgt. Thompson
landed only about a mile from Japenese forward patrcls, Capt, Bender

suffered frag wounds in one foot and the other ankle was broken on
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at Gasmata

Gasmata May 13
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Wins Commndser Brian "Black Jack" Walker 30th
RAAT =
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Gasmata - One of the most bombed Jap bases in the Southwest' Facitic Area -

continual bombing of the runway neutralized this field and made it impossible
for the Nips to repair it - Water filled these craters - Gasmata has more
raln than any area in the South Pacific.
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landing, The rest of the crew were killed, Capt. Bender and Sgt,

Thompson returned to Port Moresby after three more weeks in New Guinea,
Capt. Bender being carried in a makeshift litter by New Guinea natives.
Lt, Price left the form=tion when attacked and dodged into some clouds
escdping the fight., ILts, linn and Johnson continued the running fight
to Moresby calling for pursuit assistance which never came. Opl.
Perkin's turret was hit by a 20mm cannon shell and he was temporarily
knocked unconscious. Sgt. Black replaced him until he returned to
consciousness, and returned to his post., The rumning fight eontinued
to within ten minutes of Moresby when all but six of the Zeros turnsd
back., It, Linn's feeding ammunition from his right gun to his left gun,
covered the two ships as best as possible; only one gun fired out of
four turrets., Reaching Morseby, Iinn circled the field while Johnson
landed, his ship burning from gasoling that leaked through holes in

his gas tanks while the six Zeros continued to attack Johnscon until he
landed, Lt. Johnson's ship was just a sieve; three tanks holed, top
turret shot away, and windshield splintered cutiing his face slightly.
Lts, Schmidt and Johnson and Capt. Bender and their three crews were
recommended for the Distingvished Serviece Cross.

The Ninetieth received two new crews composed of Lts. Ghristiansen;
Clarke, Hosbach, Naumsn, Williams, and Ranson, and S/Sgt. Rutledge, Cpls.
Cameron and Zack, and Pvts, Byrnes, Haskin, and Manning, on the 27£h
of July.

On August 5th, the following four crews departed for Port Moresby:

Major Hubbard, W/O Wilson, Neal, Hume and Parsons, landers with Gol Davis
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and Major Gunn passengers; Lts, Noelke and Glover, Timberlake, Small
and Czllander, Gibson, and Lt. Christiansen passenger; Lts, Johnson
and Chatt, Brown, MeNamara, Allen and Greene, arm Lt, Small passenger;
Lts., Jones and MeMutt, Dutrow, Fanta, and Gawne, and Sgt. Duhon,
thirteenth engineer using a Thirteenth ship., Five airplanes frem the
Thirteenth were attached te this flight whose rission was, by its
operation against Lae and Salamma, to divert the Japs from the U.S.
Marine landing at Guadalcanal, on August 7th.

On August 6th, these four aireraft attacked the runway and the
dispersal area at Salamana, New Guinea, The run was made at 5000
feet and It, Jones dropped eight-three hundred pound bombs each. All
bombs fell in the target arsa, There was no interception and A/A was
light and very inaccurate, Evidently the Japs had withdrawn all air-
craft previously for no activity was seen.

At 1030 August 8th, this flight agein attacked Szlamaua each
dropping two-one thousand pound bombs from 11, 500 feet, All bombs
were well in the target areaj the runway and the dispersal areas and
apparently a fuel dump was hit as black smoke was seen. Again there
was no interception, and although A/A opposition was heavy it was
very inaccurate,

August 23rd, Captain T.P, Gerrit% assumed conmand of the Ninetieth
vice Major Hubbard relieved and appeinted Group Operations Officer.

Shortly after assuming command, Capt. Gerrity led the following
crews on & mission to Port Morseby: .Capt. Gerrity and Lt. Smallwood,
Loftin, Champagne and Franklin, *Luallen; Lts. Small ar;d Hawkins, T/Sgt

Snyder, T/Sgt. Norton, and Sgt Sampson, Cpl. Gorton; Lts. Christiansen
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and Hosbach, Agee, Biddle and Graham, Stratton; Lts. Richards and

NeNutt, Ayres, D.W. McGill and BHlack, Sgts, Green and Lee. Lt. Richards
was foreed to return due to engine trouble,

At 1705 on the 25th, Capt. Gerrity and Lt. Small trled to bomb the
Japanese invasion force at Milne Bay but were forced to return.to Port
Morse!y because of very bad weather. At 0620 K on the 26th, Capt.
Gerrityv attempted to bomb the same target but reported nil sightings
after a forty-five minute se rch through the bad weather. At 1220 K
on the 26th, Capt. Gerrity attempted to attack again but returned due
to engine trouble, Lt, Christiansen and crew, failing to locate the
enemy task force, dropped five-five hundred pound bombs in a nmative
village one hundred yards from the coast starting a large fuel firs,
Two transports were seen beached, decks afirej there was no AfA or
air oppositicn.

At O4LL5Z on the 26th, Lt. Svall and crew attempted to attack the
same target but were unable to locate the target due to bad weather
although continucus attempts were made for a hour.

During the first part of September the squadrcn received thirteer
conplete crews, twelve new B-25D's, These pilots had just graduated
from flying school in July and had no tactical training. Capt. Shearer
assumed position as Operations Officer and an intensive training schedule
was initiasted. Capt, Shearer was replaced by L.. Dickirson and Shearer
was transferred to Group Intelligence.

Sept, 18, Lt. Miller, Lt. Parry, It. Waltz, 5/Sgt. Brown, S/5gt

Snall, Sgt. Callander(RAAF), and 5/Sgt. Chesson left for Townsville
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in ship No. 41-124)9 where they picked up fourteen P-40's led by
Major Greene. They flew direct to Ccen, refueled and proceeded to
Port Morseby, landing.at Seven Mile dreme. Capt. Young called them
over to Kila Kila to do some reconnaissance work, Learning that
they had more escort work to do they were released and proceeded to
Townsville, but due to darkness and bad weather they stayed all night
at Cairns. They stayed in Townsville the next day and left the
following day with 12 P-40's led by Major McNeigh. Proceeded to
Port Morseby by way of Coen. Stayed with the 8%th that night, Had
an air raid at 1930K then heard the usual late three shots. Left the
following morning with 18 P-L0Os of Squadron Leader Truscott from
Fall River. S/L Truscott rode in the B-25 and slept.all of the trip,
Port Morseby to Horne Island to Cairns to Townsville. This crew
returned to Charters Towers the 24th of September.

Sept. 18th Lt, Bowman and the following erew Lt, Castelli, ILt.
_ Murmane, S/Sgt. Agee, S/Sgt. Powers, Sgt. Cawne (RAAF), and Sgt. Hall
left Charters Towers for Townsville. They stayed over in Townsville
for two nights and then took off from Hose River with twelwve P-40's,
the 35th Squadron, to procecd to Port Forseby via Coen. The Navigator
in plotting the course made a 25 degree error, After approximately
two hours of flight over unfamiliar territory, came out on the west .
coast of the Austrailién Penninsula., The pilot was instructed by the
navigator to turn left., He kept turning left until heaéed due scuth,
still the land was on the left. If they had arrived at their destina-

tien they should have been going due north with the land on the left.
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After flyirg this heading about forty minutes, the pursuits had only
about thirty minutes gas left. The navigator had realized his mistake
and obtained a bearing or Cocktovm, we turned and flew due east

toward Cooktown. After about ten mirutes we sighted a small emergency
landing field used by the Auzsie Tiger Moth, In spite of the short
rurway all managed to land safe’y., After the pecple at the ranch
house had gotten over their fright, caused by the suppesition that

the ships were Japanesg, they returned and served ths crews a delight=
ful lunch.

With the gas drained from Ehe ships enough fuel was cobtained for
the B-25 and 2 P-40's to make Coen. The P-40's took off first and
barely managed to clear the trees at the end of the runway, then pulling
55 inches of mereury at 32,000 R. P. M, and with 20 degree flaps the
B-25 made a successful takeoff. Arriving at Coen a DC-5 was loaded
with drums of gasoline and reserviced the remaining P-40's, Meanwhile
the B-25 went to Cairns awaiting inforration on the 36th Squadron.
They were joined here by the P-40's and rroceeded to Seven Mile Drome,
Morseby. The B-25 proceeded to Kila Kila and landed.

They spent the night at Kila Kila and returned to Coen on the
23rd where they picked up some more P-4Qls of the 36th Squadron and
returned to Morseby. Spent the night at Kila Kila and delivered
supplies to the Aussie commandoes near Wau on the 24th. Left
Kila Kila to cirele the Buoy at Morseby but P-LOs failed to appear so
proceeded to Mereeba, due to engine trouble, and spent the night.

Returned direct to Charters Towers on the 25th.
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(T™e Squadron Diary has been kept up to Sept 18th by Lt. Rose,
but, as of November the sixth, Capt, Rose (promoted to this rank
Nov 1) was transferred to the States for service in a training unit-
Lt, G.K, MeCoun, now takes over,)

Sept 19th~ More oper:ticnal training.. in the morning It, Platt,
It. Yeager. Lt. dohtson, Lt. MeCoun, Lt Frey, Lt, Crosswhite and Lt.
Ingram flew formation on the wings of Maj Garrity, Lt. Dickirscn, and
It. Poire. Accompanying these neophytes were older and seascned combat
lads who flew on the right side and gawe out such pointers as, "less
throttle strangulation"... "keep it back, dont scare them" ete...

It, Richards, Lt Johnson, W.R., Lt Bowman, It. Noelke, Lt, Rose, Lt.
Miller and others were the instructors, so to speak... A-20's put on
a simulated frontal attack that was glorious sight to behold.

At night, the boys tock in a Madeline Carrol movie in town, and
after sighing themselves back to bed, went around camp for days after
with a romantiec air of self-satisfaction that would have shammed any
pencil pusher down in Brisbane or Sidney.

Sept 20- Capt Shirer, Operation Officer, was on the neck of some
of the boys today for making the interwval between their landings
(formation work) too great...The work up in the air, considering the
hours flown by these new fellows, was superb,

The mosguitos were terrific at night...

Sept 21~ Capt Gerrity, our CO, gave us the trials and tribula-
tions of the 3d Benb Group at Intelligence Meeting in the morning.

It was 2 timely 1dea as the new boys now besgan to see the red tape,
he complete and utter confusion of the Army in the early stages of

the Pacifie War,
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Intelligence shows that the Nip getting his tail nipped in the

drive over the Owen Stunley Range.. may be a turnabout now..."and tell
of time".

Sept 22- tabacco issue and the boys were in line before daybreak...
Sgt Neal, Sgt Cowand and Sgt Pardue were holding down the lead end for
hours...

Form:ztion flying in the morning. Lt Hughes, no 3 in the lst
element kept falling out of formation and bottling up the rest, "Count"
Schierloh got a wing in taxiing back to the lire.. 2nd a subsequent
nailing by Capt Garrity...

A big battle in sight in the Sclomons.. Stalingrad being hotly
contested by the Jerrie and Russ...Things in generzl lock bad for the
Yank all the way around...but that is when we do our best...

At night Col Davies, Group CO, gave a party at the Officers Club
in town for the new fellows...Everyone turned out and the social
soiree was a great success,..Debonair, swashbuckling "Chuck" Howe
remarked, in between the setups, that he could almost imagine he
was back in the "Coecanut Grove" in Callyfoornia... a young barmaid,
Thelma Brown, created quite a sensation and was the joy and delight
of the stag line....The usual fleck of wolves were out and the party
really went off well.

Sept 24~ Night flying for the new boys, with an old hand on the
right.. Pretty goed practice....

A ship from the 38th Bomb Group at Breddon Weods buzzed toc low

today and cracked up south of the field with all men killed..
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Sept 25- Lt. Rese gave a lecture in the morning about the pros

and cons of the Jap Zero,. mostly cons.... Some of his stories of the
escapes of "Red" Johnson and Lt. Schmidt and others were fuel for
thovght....Lt Noelke gave a lecture on weather and got so worked up
that at the end he merely kept repeating, "Keep out of all elouds
in New Guinea"...Good advice 25 we saw later....
Lt Miller, in the afternoon, led 2 6 ship formation in "Javelin
Down" formation...As Sgt "Toby" Tucker, of the Engineering Department,
put it. "I thovght they was birds, until I heard the roar",... .
Sept 26~ T/Sgt Kirby Neal gave pointers to several pilots in the
morning about the use of the PDIL,..Neasl, the recipient of the DSC,
DFC, Silver Star, Oak Leaf Cluster, and the Purple Heart, is probably
the best bombardier to hit the 3d Bomb Group in many 2 moOM.....
Instrument flying in the afternoon..
Sept 27- engine chsnges on the line by Sgt Chesson, "Red's"
famous crew chief, was meaty stuff to watch...Sgt Green assisted...
Sgt Gibson was also up to his neck in grezse on "The Early Bird",... .
Sept 28~ Lt. Timlin lead It Platt and It MeCoun in good formation
in the afternoon....Bombardiers Williams and Calkins testified for
that &s they both were squirming as they watched McOoun and Flatt
fight for the honor of seeing who could poke their wing into Timlin's
window the furthest.....
Sept 29- BSteak Fry at night..., Col Davies and Mz} Hubbard present...
steaks delicious if somewhat hard on the edges.... "Red" Johnscn and
Capt "Doc" Gillmore while r=mbling on sbout warious and sundry prob-

lems of our administration, got, to put it mildly, dam well lit....

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ12958
—

61
Red hurriedly excuses himself and appears 5 minutes later dragging poor

Noelke from his bed where he proceeds to vut on a simulated frontal
attack on the floor....Noelke and Red were roughing it for hours, all
the while Poor Noelke kept trying to run back to bed, and 2 red,
hairy arm would grab him and pull him back on the dirt....Finally,
Noelke's screams of utter despair brought Sir Gallahad, in the form
of Bovman, from the nearby crap table, and the fight was broken up...
but the boys had 2 good laugh while it lasted....

. Sept 30- nil happenings and nil sighting,...

Oct 1- 14 ship formation led over CT by Capt Garrity...very
impressive,...element leaders were Lt Timlin, Lt Red Johnson, Lt
Richards, while Keeler brought up the rear,..

Lecture in aft, under a boiling sun, on gas attack...

Oct 2- 3 ship bembing of the rock off Townsville today...lt

Richards, Lt Bughes, and Lt Bandyes...

List up at night of the new combat teams....two pilots and one
. co-pilot assigned to each Shipess.

Oct 3= Aussie lads pushing the Nips back over the Gap inte
Kakoda...most heartening..

Captain Garrity mde Major today.....talked to some of us in
the "RUE ROOM" in the afterncon about the Batan Campaign.,.The lack
of any decent leadership, of any organized scheme at the time....
of several of our high rankers who sacrificed men for furniture when
coming out by planes....furmmy how we, as people in the USA 2 month

ago, never realized a particle of thiS.ses.s
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Oct 4- lovely, clear blue days... a slight chill at night
when the sun goes down...quiet and peacefulness of the camp area..
"Willy" the .Wallaby thrashing around in rubbish heaps...the "ping-
ping" of the ping pong ball, alweys in use over at the "RUE ROOM"..,
an oceasional laugh by Lt Flores, always floating over the early
summer breeze...an enlisted man playing an accordian with great
accomplish in a nesarby tent..the rattle of some dice over st the
NCO Club....this cant last too long...

Oct 5--more OTU training all day...bombardiers being checked
by Sgt Neal and Sgt Pardue...Sgt "Jimmie" Hume and Sgt Thompson
checking the gunrers....the RAAF boys, our best lower gunners, beating
out code to the new Radic Gunners....Sgt Gawne and Sgt Allan super-
ViSing.sees

Oct 6---Japs active over Buna, and much shirping has come in,
so Intellirence says,...Flew bombing runs over Townsville again...
Red Johnson, our most successful pilot, leading...

At night, It MeCoun, Lt Hosback, and Lt Schierloh told to pack .
up and be ready to leave for Port Moresby early in AM.....

OQct 7- 3 90th ships and 12 13th ships took off at 3 AM.,. Lt McCoun
and Lt Howe had #449 with Sgt Chesson and Green as erew/chiefs.,.

Sgt Hume and Sgt Parsons as gunners..Lt Williams as bombardier....
trip up uneventful and arrived in a low-banked fog at 6:30 AM and
landed at 17 Mile Field..ss

Oct 8- The 13th sent out 3 shirs to reconnciter,,they dropped
several 500 pounders on the Gona wreck before they realized it was

a wreck...
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Officers Club

Roo Room being completed

Lt "Runt"™ Helbert
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A 5th column scare at night got the boys putting loaded pistels
under pillows..

Oct 9= All planes at 17 Mile field took to the air for an all-
out raid on Llae.,.Beau-fighters going first followed by A-20's, then
the 15 B-25's and then the B-26'.........Fighter protection above,..
tho' Lord knows, we never saw them....Lt. Richards, who alsc made
the trip to Moresby, le-d the 3rd element of McCoun, Schierlch
and Hasback..,.The target was bombed at 9000 fest and severe but
inaccurate ack ack was met....for many this was their first time .
under fire....l know that my first thought was; "Cut it out you
bastards, are you trying to kill me??2?"......C0ircled lae and back
via Wau,,.International News Reporters, Associated Press, ete,
interrogated us for the papers back home..... We all got great
publieity, by the way, due to this raid... Lord knows why...ss

Oct 10- A 6 ship formation, led by Capt Peterson of the 13th
went over Buna in search of shipping...Lt Richards and Lt. Wonderly,
It Jolnson, R.E.,and It McKee, Lt McCoun and Lt Howe, and It Schierloh .
and Lt Flores represented the 90th..... Over Buna the flight dropped
to 1000 feet to try and bring out any ack ack positions,., nil
observation in that sector, nil shipping, so Wairopi Bridge, secondary
target was bombed at 4000 feet,

Oct 11- Armed, Recco pulled by the 13th with nil cbservations...

At Charters Towers the flying was carried on per ususl.,., a
six ship formation led by Lt. Dickinson was attacked by P-39s in

simulated warfare...
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..The Monsoon, or "Wet" season sets in at 17 Mile Field. The
results are diemal, as ie obvious,.. such revetments as on the
left are mosguito bresding spots,... Notiee the camocuflage-over
the plaNG.<.cacsss

Major Gerrity's crew... L to R....s.back- Lt Miller, Lt Keeler,
Sgt Neal,, front— Sgt Grahsm, €gt Champagne, Ygj Garrity..s.
Maj Garrity, our CO from Aug to Nov 1942, was on Bataan in the
opening days of the War,
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“rt. Swain.., one of the old gunners.. At a native village near

i7 Mile Fleld.., The prass skirts he has under hic arm are smold

for a Pound by the ratives, who, with the coming of all the troops
Lo New Guniea, lost the value of monay...

This might be America in 1492, but it's the Papuan native in 1942....
Notice the GI shirt the native in the middle wears...... Thése natives

uss the streams that run by their villages for washing, toilet, and
traveling.......n-.
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Sgt Champagne and Sgt Graham (RAAF)... chopping down sticks to act
as braces for mosquito nest....... Both men were with Maj, Peterson,
90th €O when he went down on Nov 24, 1942.... these two were the
lone survivors, being picked up by an Allied submarire in Vitais
Straite..... The submarine by January 1943 was in Hawaii., and both
Champagne and Graham were with it......

8gt "Shorty" Chesson crew chief of "Red" Johnson's fabuliious "Fat
Cat", #449,,., "Chorty" was the reciplent of the filver Star by
virtue of a mission with "Red",, Chesson was one of the best enginecrs

in the South Pacifio area,..,, Hie ship with 320 battle scars still
flew after ¢1 missions over enemy territory.
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«..The "Ready Rook" at 17 Mile Field... Here, combat crews would spend lei-

sure moments in swapping yarns, playing cards; and here, all crews were
briefed before going out on missions........... when rain came, and that was
often, here was the lone spot in the area to run for shelter; unless one

wanted to pick the wing of one's plane......
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#973 cracks up on takeoff,.., wheels pulled up too soon.... the ship skidded
igouygs and just missed hitting some trees at the end of runway...l:' Pllot.i.
cCoun ' '

17 Mile Field, New Guinea,., November 194l.... Natives clearing the swampland
flanking the runway,... this not only gave better visibility to the pilots, but
it helped rid the field of a plague of mosquitoS....... Notice the "Kipling"
Fuzzie Wuzzies... They were very friendly and helped our pilots whenever they
came down in the jungles......
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Lt Thompson and Lt "Lefty" Ingram do some slumming in a Papuan
village .... A8 can be seen here; the American soldier got along
very well with the natives..... In spite -* their seemingly maive
faces and manner, they are shrewd bargalr - and will take the shirt
of ogee,,"_bBOk with little troubles.is.s

Sgt Sampson, Sgt Agee, Sgt Newell .... Three gunners par excellence
+ses Sgt Sampson and Sgt Newell were recommended for the silver star
by virtue of their valour on a shipping raid with Lt Hawkins and Lt
Solomon, when they were attacked by 10 zeros and were badly shot up.
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Oct 12- Capt Peterson, Lt Cline and Lt McCoun took off for an
armed recco of 3 sectors Bast of PM..... Peterson and Cline had to
turn back with engine trouble but followed later.,. McCoun, whose
sector was "C", Gasmata, Arawe and return, found excellent visibi-
1ity prevailing.., Navigator John Clark had everything well in hand.,.
On the return trip ack ack opened from Buna so McCoun and Bombardier
Williams after a few words made a circle, dropped to 8000 feet and
made a 30 seconds "on course”" run and dropped two 500 pounders on
a known ack ack position and knocked it outs.. and got eredit from
Headguarters for the same..... Maj. Evanoff gave McCoun a lecture
on the subject for bombing a position without permission.... but
none too zeverely.... In the afterncon Hosback failed to return from
the "B" sector (Arawe, Lae, Buna, and return).. But he had trouble
getting over the mountains and landed at Milne Bay and this all
came over the teletype just as we were giving up hope for him and
his crew....

Oct 13- Nil happenings all day..

Oct 14- Nil happenings encore une fois.... Back at Charters
Towers transition at night was still going on...Lt., Poire, Lt, Miller
and Lt. Bowmsn did most of the instruction...

Oct 15- Fliesand heat at 17 Mile Field brought about some
"dengie feaver",,..Sgt. Ray Green keeled over in the sun amd had to
be put under observation....

On an afternoon mission, It Schierloh had "B" sector and It
McOoun "C" sectors... The "Count" got thru and then had trouble getting

back due to poor weather.... McCoun had the same trouble on his run...

7
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he also ran into 10 P-39s head on and for an awful 5 secomds or so
‘thought them ZeroS.ee..

Oct 16~ The crews of the 90th all returned, with the exception
of Lt Crosswhite who had arrived the day before....McCoun brought
back Capt Peterson, who, rumor has it, will be our new CO, as Maj
Garrity is going back to the States...

Gn 17— itinerary of the trip North were given to Operations,
Intelligence interrogated the combat crews, and except for this,
the day was spent in relaxation....

Several Volley Ball games were started...the most pressing was
the game between Flores Neophytes and Bowman's Veterans,.the latter
won but not very easily... Smallwood, Hawkins, Noelke, Arter and
Riola made up the older team; while Howe, Parks, Schierloh, Thompson
and Schultz made up the yearling group.....

Oct 18- PDI runs all day.... Sgt Dean, Sgt Cowand, Sgt Timberlake,
Sgt Ayers, Sgt. Belcher, Sgt Neal, Sgt Pardue, Sgt Nails, Lt Thompson,
Lt Williams, Lt Schultz and Lt. Calkins all got in a crack at the .
target at various times and with the exception of but a few runs...
it was damn g00deees

Oct 19- The 90th is to relieve the 13th in several days....

News that Crosswhite had to bring 'ds plane in on its nose at 7 Mile
Field,..Hydraulic system went out and the cranking cable broke when
lowering the main landing gear....Tht ship was "Dirty Girty", #726.,.
the plane was washed out as a result... Lt Werden was flying with
him... His crew was; Sgt Snyder (B), Sgt Cameron (UG), and Sgt

Walker (RG)....engineer Sgt Eagle.,..
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Oct 20--- nil happenings-—-

Oct 21- 12 ships from the 90th tock off for Moresby and landed
four hours later in a rainstorm and found the field wet and miserable—-
and mosquito ridden....lt Ingram, in #449, got & wing tip and got
stuck in the mud; and his crew chief, Shorty Chesson was fit to be tied..

Oct 22- Maj Garrity, McLellen and MecCoun took over the armed
recco in the morning....McCoun and Garrity flew to Arawe together

. and buzzed the old Nip seaplane bzse there with nil cbservations...
MeCoun went on to Finchaven, Buna and return; while Garrity went to
Gasmata and return...Mclellon went to Buna, Lae and return.....on
the return trip McCoun was fired on by ground installments at Buna...
Weather bad, thus no afternoon missions....

At night 2 Nip ships came over on & nuisance raid...the search
lights caught them and it was a nip and tweck run from thereon...but
they got away...

Oct 23- Lt Platt, It Johnscn, R.E., and Lt Dickinson took the
armed recco in the morning. Nil observations...afternoon missions

called off due to weather...

Oct 24~ In aft, 10 ship formation took off to bomb Lae,. Capt
Peterson and W/C Wilson, Lt. Smellwood and Lt Castelli, Lt McNutt
and Lt Prycr, Lt Richurds and Lt Keeler, It Jones and Lt Bandy, It
McCoun and Lt Howe, It Johnson and Lt McKese, Lt, Platt and Lt Head,
Lt Hawkins and Lt Solomon, amd Lt. Crosswhite and Lt Werden....Due
to weather that went up to about 30000 feet, the mountains could not
be crossed and the whole formation came back--the rumor had it that

15 Nip fighter planes sat on the field at Lae....
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Oct 25- We got a new man in Intelligence in the person of Lt John

White of the A.I.F....John had seen two years service in the Middle
Fast, been wounded, and was well-received by the lads of the 90th....
Capt Herbert, our Intelligence head, worked in conjunction with him
on all work....

Lt Schierloh departed for CT today with McCoun's plane, while
McCoun stayed up and took his....

Much bowel trouble in evidence these days..."Doe" Gillmore is

kept btusy morning and night administering his soothing cement mixure....

Major Garrity, after several attempts, tried a final try at
bombing Rabual in a B-25....it failed due to engine trouble and he
returned safely...lt Keeler flew as his co-pilot while 3gt Neal was
in the nose, Sgt Champagne at UG position and Sgt Graham at RG spot,...
whether he could make it was moot question, even with the extra wing
tanks....its a long pull to that Nip stronghold.....

Oct 26—- Maj Garrity, on his last flight, buzzed Salamua and
strafed them,...at 12 noon he packed his bags, and by Nov 5th, .
he was home in California... He deserved it after all his months in
the combat area,... Lt Miller and Lt Frey had "C" sector while It
Crosswhite and Lt Werden had "B",.... .

Oct 27th- Nip destroyer 300 miles below Rabual/....the 90th on
alert, but the ship never came within eur range...

Our new CO, Capt Peterson, a West Peinter and a man well-versed
in all army ways, was taken to immediately..... His leadership, his
knowledge of bombing tacties, and his calm and deliberate way was an

inspiration to all... .
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Oct 28- In the morning, Capt Dickinson(promoted to this rank as
of today), Lt Fisher, and Lt Johnson, R.E., ran inte & Nip Zero and
a Nip "Betty" bormber over lae,., The Zero made no attack but kept
at a respectful distance...

As a result of the morning observation, Capt Peterscn took a 6
ship formation out in the afterncon to recoinnoitre lae.... MeCoun
and Hawkins flew on his wing... Smallwood led the 2nd element with
Ingram and Hosback on his wing.... In the approach to lae, a Jap
"Betty" Bomber was observed taking off,..Capt Peterson threw the
formation into a 70 degree bank and dove on the bomber... The Nip,
obvionsly a superb flier, flew with his belly to the water towards
the NW tip of New Britian,..Peterson led his flight to water level
and the fight began... 2 burst from the Nip blew Peterson's liferaft
out of its wall and the fragments disabled his horizontal stablizer....
he fell out of formation and we all thought he'd spun in..... Hawkins
ard McCoun kept up the chase for 15 mirutes... Smalwood's element
dropped the race &s he thought the bomber would turn back, and he
wanted to be ready to receive him.... at a 280mph clip, Hawkins and
MeCoun made several passss and succeeded in knoeking out the upper
gunner.... but due to 3000 1bs of bombs each neither of the two ships
could make effective passes with the necessary maneuverability,...
Hawkins gave up over the coast of New Britian, and McCoun did likewise
several minutes later..... gas was low and both McCoun and Crosswhite
(who flew as co-pilot on this mission) thought they were walking into

a Nip Lrapisessee

75
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That night at Intelligence meeting, Capt Peterscn in reviewing
the days werk, szid, thst in the future if a similar event oeccurs,
salvo bombs and get the bomber,..

Oct 29- Lt Fisher had "C" run in the morning, It Platt "B", and
Lt Miller "A",.,.nil observaticns... Lt Ingram had "A" in the afternoon,
It MeNutt had "B", and Lt, MeCoun had the extended "C" run,...nil
cbservations due to poor visibility...MeCoun was shot at by ack ack
again over Buna, even tho' he made a wide berth of the place...
thought to be a new ack ack spot....

Oct 30- an Allied convoy coming into Moresby necessitated plane
protection due to the menance of Nip submarines in the Weters mearby...
The 90th got this detail and It Melellon, Lt Crosswhite, Lt Hosback
ard It McCoun were sent out at two hour intervals to find it and shadow
it...but no one ever did find it,..a good example of how hard a ship
is to be located..and to think of the numerous missions the 90th pulled
at night, without moon, in thunderstroms...to locate Jap convoys and
bomb them..little wonder they were hard to locate. .

Oct 31- Chatt, on "B" sector was shot at by ack ack near Buna, had
an oil line knocked away..on one engine, &fter he'd salvoed his bonbs,
he made a nice landing at Wanigela Mission and was back the next day
with plane repaired,.a good example of our fine pilots,.the same day,

It Mclutt with Bandy as co-pilot and Sgt Ayers as bombardier, strafed
Gasmata and encountered severe but inaccurate machine zun fire,,.he
returned with 11 holes dangerously near vunerable spots,..but very much

the more wiser..Lt Havkins came upon trucks on the trail from Buna
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sen slt J.H, Thomon of
the Engineering Department
ass Port Moresby - November
7, 1942,

*ee sgt Goodman and Sgt
Small,, Two gunners of much
merit who disappeared on
October 30, 1942 with Lt
Miller and Lt Frey on an
armed recco to Araws, Lae
and Buna,,... Hers they are
cleaning their 50 calibre
machine gun prior to a
ﬂiﬂltl .10“-400.;0
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Mission and he strafed them in the morning,.as a result, Capt Herbert,
Intelligence Officer, ordered McCoun to hunt them out in the afterncon
and knoek them out if possible,.McCoun went over the mountains with
Ingram and Mclellon who had "C" and "A" runs respectively...after
McCoun had finished his "B" sector reconnaissance, he dropped to ground
level and made & passes gver Buna at about 280-300 mph...Sgt Cowand
in the nose, Sgt Hume in the upper zone and Sgt Hylten in the lower
turret all were in readiness...Lt White(AIF) who accompanied McCoun,
rode in the nose,,.nil observations,,.but an exciting time,

Lt Miller and Lt Frey in #731 were given up for lost,..they failed
to return from a recco last evening,..In this ship were Sgt Brown,
H.D.(B), Szt Srall(UG), Sgt Goodman(KG) and Sgt Biddle who went along
as & passenger,,.& sad loss,..Lt Miller, and old pilot, wes too wise
for anything to have happened but the unavoidable.....

At night were were told to move to 7 Mile Field in jpreparation for an
sarly morning takeoff against Lae, where 17 Zeros had been spotted by
Mclellon on the "A™ run.,...

We left 17 Mile Field at dark in the face of a blinding rainstomm...
how we all made it safely is a miracle...all made it except Lt Smallwood
who had engine trouble,

At 2 AM we were awakened, briefed, and we took off..,on this flight
were Capt Peterson, Lt Dicki.nson, Lt NeNutt, It McCoun, Lt Moose
Johnson, Lt Ingram, Lt Jones, Lt Crosswhite, Lt Richards and Lt Hosback..
Due to bad wvisibility and an unexpected haze that came in over the field,
only four ships went up in formation and laid their eggzs: Peterson,

Ingram, Moose Johnson, and MeCoun...Mclellon did not get off dus to a
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bad engine, and was caught on the ground in the middle of & Jap bombing

attack; Jones got lost over the field and flew around and around during
the bombing by the Nips, thus throwing out all the mechanism of the
sound detectors.....

Nov 1- In the afternoccri(we had the morning off), Crosswhite, Hawkins,
and Platt went out together to reconroitre the 3 areas,..Crosswhite
turned back by Buna due to engine trouble...Hawkins leading, the re-
maining two went to Gasmata, Arawe, Lae and were just going over the
Range past Buna, when 10 Zeros drop ed out of the sun,..Turrets
lowered,.battle positions ready,.on the first head on attack it was
discovered that Hawkins!' upper turret was out and Platt's lower turret
the same,.with two turrets working the Nips were held off..however,
the formation split when Platt overshot Hawkins on a headon pass...this
singled Platt out and the Zeros hopped him and got his bombardier Sgt
Frankenforter in the amm and Platt was shot in the stomach and leg...
parrying and staving off further attack, the formation made Moresby...
It Head, co-pilot, for some unknown reason, attempted a landirg at 3
Mile Field with wheels up (hydraulic system shot out), and bombs aboard...
his landing looked o.k. until he hit a rock pile and the plane fell
apart and caught fire...Lt Head was the only surviver. Sgt Mefford
(RG), Sgt Céffey(UG), Sgt Frankenforter(B) and Lt Platt(P) all died of
injuries sustained in the wreck within three days,...8gt Coffey, for
the excellent job he did in the upper turret, in holding off the Nip
&b .ack, and protecting Hawkins' flank, was recommended, posthumuously,

for the Silver Star,....
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Nov 2- Shipping reported off Buna...B-17's snadowing them...an all-

out attack was planned.,.ll B-25's of the 90th, P-38's, P-4O's, B-26's,
Beaufighters, and A-20's took off at 1500Z...Capt Peterson led,.bshind
him were Dickinson, Moose Johnsen, Chatt, McNutt, Crosswhite, Inzrem,
Mclellon, Hoseback, Hawkins and McCoun... MeCoun zot caught in the side
of 2 rough cumulus cloud and by the time he was out had lost the formation
so he returned to the base.....in the meantime the formation located the
Nip ships, two convoys with destroyer and Zero protection, about 100
miles from the place they bad been reported at, due meinly to the
excellent navigation of Lt Miller in Peterson's ship...three elements
went over seperately and made two passes =ach,..dirsct hits wers ob-
served and a transport left ablaze,,.Zeros made frontal attacks but

were driven off by the gunners...Sgt Graham(RAAF) sent in the message
to Allied Headquarters and left his lower turret on which swung around
dizzly‘but;fooled the Nips,,.For this bit of action, the 90th Squadron
received a Squadron Citation from Ceneral MeArthur's Headquarters.,...
Moose Johnson's ship had a big hole in its wing, Lefty Ingram had 11
shrapnel holes in its wing, and other ships sustained smaller damage...
Lt Chatt had Lo land at Milne Bay due to gas shortage,..It was an
excellent job done and Capt Peterson deserved credit for planning the
atiack so smoothly and then'executing it in a similar fashioN.e...

Nov 3- Up early for another mission but it broke arc nd 114M...9 of
the 90th, Peterson, Dickinson, Jones, Fisher, McCoun, Moose Jehnson,
Crosswnite, McNubtt and Hosbacg took off to hunt shipping SE of Lae...
nil sightings in the shipping lanes but we ran into severe but inaccurate

ack ack at Tae,.ss
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The 90th squadron got a Squadron Citation from Allied Headquarters

for this bombing,.. the convoy, which this destroyer was guarding, 81
was discoversd by the 90th on Nov 2, 1042 off Gasmata traveling

towards Rabual... Major Peterson who led this attacking force of

B-25's threw the 9 B-25'e behind him into 3 elements of three ships

«se Top coverage by Zeros and intense, sccurate A/A did not stop

the 90th from leaving one ship burning and all its cargo lost......

-t

¢

Notice how violently the destroyer is turning to escape the 500
pounders....aleo notice the wake she leaves which gives us the
information that she is traveling at a speed over 40 knots.....
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Nov 4- 90th scheduled to return teo CT today but enemy activity held
us there...The 13th arrived at dawn..,at 11 AM 9 of the 90th and 9 of
the 13th took off to bomb a destroyer rumored at lae,..at Lae we ran
into ack ack,..Zeros were in the air and we thouzht we saw them all
over, but they might have been our own pursuit,...Anyweys, we got out
in a hurry.

Nov 5= 90th returnel to Charters Towers,..

Nov 6- day off.

Nov 7- Qur CO, Capt Peterson, called a meeting of 2ll enlisted men

and talked to them., He was admired by all the men immediately for saying

that he would try and do all he could for them, that he would try and
get rid of the individual feeling in the squadron, if any, so that all
feeling was that of a squadron, for a sguadromn....In a talk to the
officers in the Rue Room he pointed out his aims, appointed new depart-
ment heads where they were needed, relieved some men of overloading
burdens, and told all the men that the 90th was what he had always
dreamed for...and he would work for and with the men....Excellent chat
and the Officers, as one, took to him....

Nov 8- F/Sgt Dunn, Fisher's co-pilot, transferred to the RAAF....

Nov 9= PDI runs in moraing...in afterncon, the squadron moved the
tent area to Higher grounds due to the coming wet season....

Nov 10~ In the afternoﬁn, McCoun in 973, with Johnson, R.E. at co-
pilot and Landers as Engineer, pulled up the wheels too soen on takeoff

and the ship screeched down the runway just missed catching fire and

hitting the trees at the end, and came to a halt....a very costly error...
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Nov 11- Capt Shirer addressed the Sguadron in the morning and warned
us about careless flying...set out new rules and regulations for departure
from CT, filling out clearance slips ete,...

Nov 12- Nil happenings...

Nov 13- Various test hops in afternoen, Lt Fisher in 449....
instrument flying by Lt Hughes and Lt Pryor....

Nov li= 6 ship formation in morning attecked by three A-20's...
good practice....The same happened in afterncon so that all men got a
crack,,Red Johnscn, after a month inactivity was released for flying...
and thus our best fiier joined the ranks again....

Hosback and Williams finally arrived back from furloush,.very tired
and washed oub,...

"Fertile Myrtle's" pups arrived...7 healthy pups and all hungrier
than the other..immediately everyone rushed Blessignton, who was sheltering
the pups, and asked for one....

Nov 15- Sguadron on alerf, in morning.,.9 crews to return to PM....

Nov 16~ 10 ships took off for Moresby and were loaded with 100 1b
bombs upon arrival at three mile field,..took off immediately to bomb
Buna ack ack lnstallments,..Dickinson, Yeaber, Hawkins, Ingram and
Crosswhite went in first flight, while Jones led the second with Moose
Johnson, McCoun and Hesback on his wing....we encountered severe, accurate
ack ack over Buna,...dropped our egzs 0.K. Jones made three passes
around the target at the same altitude before making the bombing run at
the same altitude...no wonder we got so close,,.McCoun had a navigation

window shot out and all planes felt the impact of the fire on them,...
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100 hour inspection on a ship... a mich needed laxative to the working
capacity of a plane........ the 90th had the distinction of making

their engines live to the maximum of their life, which was based on
hours in the air,,, .

..Relaxation among the 90th officers..... Greatly-needed when

returning from the combat zone........ The man (mscles) with his
back te us is Lt "Chuck" Howe..., from theres it is, left to right,

Lt Yeager (killed over Buma 11/16/42), Lt McKee, Lt Parks, Lt
MCLEllUn.-----.o-n.c - :
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Lt. Yeager sustained a direct hit, his plane caught fire and spun
in...no one was observed getting out,.. In his ship were Lt Flores,
8gt Hill, J.L., Sgt Pansier, 3gt Baggenstoss, and Lt Lindsay who rode
along for the ride.,....A fine crew losb,.sees
Nov 17- All planes grounded due to rain and the undermining of the
runway,., 3 Mile Field is an extellent place, nice view and cool sea
breeze....
Nov 18- The 90th moved over to the mosquito ridden 17 Mile Field..,
. At night everyone paced the runway as sleep with the swarm of mosquitos
was impossible....
Nov 19- Both the 13th and 90th are at 17 Mile Field and nil
activities make it a very dull and wet field,
Nov 20- Lt Smallwood arrived today with Lt Bandy as co-pilot,..
Nov 21- Up at 5 AM...9 of the 90th and 5 of the 13th...couldn't
bomb before B AM due to US troops in the vicinity, but Buna was the
target....Dickinson led with Moose Johnson and McCoun on his wingS....

. Heavy ack ack encountered by all of us...many machine gun pill boxes

knocked oubeees

At night 12 of the 90th took off to bomb shipping reported off Buna
by B-17's. * As in all cases, when Nip shipping is on the move, they go
in under a storm...so again we puttered over Buna, vainly trying to gst
down thru the soup,..when we finally got thru, we couldn't see anything
due to poor visibility and no moon,

Nov 22- We all sat around Operations all morning..obviously the Nip
ships got into Buna last night as landing barges observed in the early

morning by B-261s,...
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In the afternocon, Gapt Peterson led a 9 ship formation in ssarch
of two destroyers sighted off lae in the Vitais Straits;...these flying
were Moose Johnson, Chatt, McNutt, McCoun, Mclellon, Dickinson, Cross—
white and Fisher,..Due to Lt Miller's excellent navigation (later
recomuended for the DFC for this work) we found them 200 miles from the
place they were reported at...in 3 elements, we dropped to 6000 and made
two bombing rums each...no hits observed, tho! all were close.....The

B-17's came in after us and did no better and lost one ship to boot...

ack ack was severly intense but inaccurate with our rums....Nip dive
bombers and Zeros shadowed us all the way home but never closed in due
to the excellent fermatien Capt Petersen was leading,.tco much fire
power for Mr. Nip.....2ot back to find that 32 fighter and dive bombers
had attacked our front lines in the Bune area with much damage done to
our lines.,.the Nips were sippocsed to have lost heavily in the air
power they released...P-40's engaged them,...broke even in sir power
lost that day...

General Walker dropped into our field at night (he is of the 5th .
Bomber Command).....He was impressed by the suggestions of Capt Peterson
and agreed to bring about a cleoser cooperation between Bomber Command
and the individual units,..

Nov 23- It Richards arrived in "Not-in-stock™...new promotions
arrived, .Hughes and Hosback are lst Louies, Red Johnson and Hoelke are
captains and Capt Peterson got his Majority which pleased us all.,.
What we needed badly was rank,...Red Jobhson arrived that morning_by
plane to get the good news...We are all happy about his promction also

as Red has given plenty for the Squadion....
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Were on the alert.,but nil happenings...

Nov 24~ An &ll-out atback on Sananda Point in early morning..90th
and 13th end A-20's and all available ships at Moresby...the 90th went
over in groups of two and erased that spot from the map with excellent
bombing...Capt Red Johnson, Maj Peterson, Capt Dickinson and Lt MecLellon
led Moose Johnson, It Chatt, Lt Crosswhite and Lt MeCoun over the target
respectively.ees

In afternocon single plane raids on Gona mission....had to drop our
eggs before 2 FM which was the deadline before the US troops moved in,
Aniother example of the bombing accuracy of the 90th bombardiers.... On
this trip, and that of the morning, several 90th non-combat officers
accompanied the ships on their missions.....Capt "Doc Gillmore flew
with Lt Hughes in the morning and Lt McCoun in the afternoon...

Capt Scotty Dennison flew with Capt Dickinson in the morning...Lt

Kalin flew with Lt McNutt in the afterncon...... When McCoun ran into
ack ack in the afternoon, "Doc" Gillmore, who was riding in the nose,
beat a hasty retreat to the navigation department "to see if McCoun was
alright",..,high clouds necessitated most of the lads coming back in
high-blower at 18000-24000 feet...ses

At night 5 destroyers sighted off Vitais Straits...The 90th and 13th
took to the air at 8 PM in single ship attacks...extremely poor wvisibility,
heavy cumulus clouds near Lae, severe thunderstorms all over the northern
and western sector of New Guinea made the trip extremely dangerous and
foolhearty..,...Lt Dolan of the 13th sighted them, but he had flown in
the opposite direction from whence they were reported sighted.... It

Moose Johnson, McCoun, Hosback, McNutt, Chatt, Dickinson, Red Johnson,
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and Maj Peterson represented the 90th on this mission,,..most of the
men were back by midnigh®,...lt. Crosswhite (whom I forgot to mention)
also made the mission, and with extra wing tanks was out until nearly 3AM.
Nov 25— The 90th awcke to the sad knowledge of the loss of their §0,..
Major Peterson had failed to return,..many rumors prevailed..some had
heard his wireless busy but the radic was all clogged up by the Nips and
iv was hard te realize what he said....Did not seem possible that such
a fipe man, with such excellent capabilities should go down in the early
stage of a game in which he was sure tc emerge on tODecss. .
The Third left today...Lt Jones stayed behind tc hunt for the
Major's shipeses
MeCoun, with hydraulic system out, had to wind his wheels down over
Charters Towers and then when his engines ran ocut of gas, feathered
his props and came in Q.Ks The trouble came from the inability to lock
the left wheel, the cable breaking, but due to luck, the wheel locked
as it hit the gzround and the plane sustained no damage.....
Everyone very auiet at night...this loss of Major Peterson, in the .
eyes of all, would never be replaced....
The crew that went down with our Major was a crew that had seen
action over enemy territory in some 60 odd missions...a crew hard to be
replaced,...With Major Peterson werey W/0 Wilson(RAAF)(CP), T/Sgt Kirby
Neal(B), S/Sgt Champagne(UG), Sgt Graham, J.C.(RAAF)(RG)....Capt Herbert
(Intelligence Officer accompainsd the orew). The sad loss of this crew
was heartbreaking,..Dinkie” Wilson's transfer to a RAAF unit came
through the next day.,.Neal, veteran of 71 missions, rseipient of the

DFC, the D5C, the Sivler Star, the Oak Leaf (luster and the Purple Heart,
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was a lost in the Bombardier department never to be replaced....many
an enlisted man had been heard to sey prior to this disaster.,.."If
Kirby ever gets 'it'®, I'm thru,...anything Kirby can't do I'm sure
we'd have a job doing"....and true it was,,..Kirby Neal was the finest
example of the American Non-Commissioned Officer....Intelligent,
industrious, a leader among the enlisted men, and a fine example te
every pilot who ever flew with him.....Capt Herbert, Intelligence
Officer, never was slated for this mission, but he was as eager as the
. most, eager pilot, and he wanted to give his Intelligence reports first
hand.....a fine man, & great 105S.......2 5ad 1088¢usauses
Nov 26- Rumor that all RASF Radio Gunners to be transferred....
The lads spent the day in patching their tents after the disasterous
Whirraway" from the day previous....
Nov 27- Intelligence shows the Nips to be bombing Darwin again...in
reciprocation, medium and heavy bombers are blasting them back, and
most effectively, from Darwin,,. Is this a diversion on the part of

. the Nip?

Nov 28- News that Sgt Champagne and Sgt Grzham were picked up by a

US submarine in the Vitais Straits...very small news as to the events
of that night, but it is believed that the plane wes either hit by ack
ack or had engine failure; and the two gunners were the only men who
succeeded in getting out...
Major Peterson, Capt Herbert, W/O Wilson and Sgt Neal pronounced
officially dead by Group in the aftermoon..."™ay they rest in peace™....
Nov 29- 8 new pilots assigned as co-pilots to the 90th,..they came

from the 8th Sg., A-20 pilots...What next?.,...they were Lt Moore, Reid,
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Bridges, Spisa, Porter, Emerson, Miller, Paine...........swell men
and we were glad to get them..bub not a very fair break by the group
to men who were supposed to be A-20 pilets....It. Launder was also
among those transferred.

Nov 30- Lt Poire, an old combat pilot of much experience, was
made Intelligence Officer te replace Capt Herbert...McCoun made his
assistant,...

RChuck" Howe, in the hospital for 10 days with the New Guines
fever, was finally released.,.

PDI runs all afterncon,...

Dec 1- P-40's gave us a good workout in the morning as 8 B-25's
took to the air...

"Red " MacLellon, in #738, flew too low on a buzz job and knocked
out. an engine and a rudder, but performed an amazing feat in bringing
his crew back safely...for this he was grounded, indefinitely.

Dec 2- Rain,..all day..."oc" Gillmore's tent hit the dirt encore
une fois,..

Lt Bandy transferred to 5th Eomber Command....

Dec 3- The 90th left for Port Moresby again...ll ships took off..
arrived at 17 Mile Field to find that the 38th Eombardment Group was
entrenched there and had lost five planes in combat in 5 days...very
heartening,...but our squadron was called on by the '"Wheels" to help
them out...and we were ready...all ships leaded with 100 1lb demc bombs,..

Dec 4= 90th on alert,..the 35 bombers on the field really cramped
the place...meals served in 3 shifts...really SNAFU....

mosqguitos fierce,.,....Nips squeezed into a three square mile area,..
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t ht: Capts McGuire, Rosebush, Lts Pryor, Randerson, Capts Maclsllen, Hawkins, Lts
Peterson, Shoop, Capts Helbert, Valusek, Head, Lts Prince, Queen & Williamson., Second Row: Capts Seeberg,
Denniston, Maj Henebry, Lts Ruse, Jones, LH, Davis, DE, Neumann, Soffer, Gerry, Shull, Capts Short &
Baucomn, ck Row: Capt Jones, CA, Lts Ladd, Harrington, (Saunders, AIF), Mead, Capts Pancher, Rickord,
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Dec 5- 12 of the 90th crews zwakened at 2 AM for a night bombing
of Lae,...Capt Dickinson, Lt Richards, Lt Moose Johnson, Lt Hawkins,
Capt Hed Johnson, Lt McCoun, Lt McNutt, Lt Jones, Lt Smallwood,

Lt Crosswhite, Lt Hosback, and Lt Howe,....

The night was dark, slightly overcast, the red light at the end
of runway obscured, On takeoff, Lt Richards hit a tres 300 yds from
the end of the runway, tore off a wing, and careened into the ground,
it immediately blew up, 4 100 pounders going off..,the rest of the

. flight took off thru the smouldering embers.,.by Buna, severe thunder-
storms, poor visibility, and the hopelessness of the mission in the
first place, brought about the short message to all ships... "All
ships turn back™ ....cq...

With Lt Richards werej Lt "Ruby" Keeler(CP), Sgt Ayers(B), Sgt
Carter, J.A.(UG), and Cpl Benson(R3).......a heavy loss,..Richards,
the recipient of the Silver Star and the Purple Heart, was an old
pilot, and one of the best we had....

. In the afternoon the 38th went out and bombed Buna...they lost

two ships,...one just disappeared and never was heard of again after

it was seen leaving the target, and the other crashed landed at 7
Mile with the hydraulic system shot out...

The longer you are in the Combat Zone, the more you realize that
sentimentality is a liability.....no one ever talks of "hose who
don't return",..i.oseee

Dec 6~ Lt McCoun awakened at 2 AM for a signle ship mission to
Buna to hunt for enemy shipping...lt Ransom went along as navigator,..
Castelli(CP), Hume(UG), Parsons(RG), Nails(B)....Per usumal, when

shipping is sighted, violsnt sterms are in the viecinity...This ship

93
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Briefing before an afterncon mission.... Sgt. Ayers, bombardier,
in center of picture, was killed with Lt Richards or the night of
Dec 5, 1942... the plane hit a tree, careened into the ground, and
all ite bombs exploded...
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Back - Sgt W.W. Carpenter, Sgt Ruth (Killed 12/20/42), Cpl
Beals, Pvt Klammer, Sgt Gatzman. Front - Sgt Chase, Cpl
Sudeith.

Lt Smallwood's crew ... L to R,. Back - Corp Benson (Killed
12/5/42), Lt Clark, Sgt Bryan, Lt Castelli, Lt Smallwood...
Pront - Sgt R.A. Harrell, Sgt Poet.
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found the same,.,several flares were dropped and were immediately
swallowed by the thickness below...Sgt Parsons was wounded in the
hand when the detonator from a flare went over prematurely in his
hand,,..he did an excellent job of completing his job and send in
his radio report as well,..

Five of the 90th took o%{ in the early morning to reconnoitre
Buna,,..Bad weather drove them back....

At 1BOOK, 9 of the S0th tock off to bomb 17 Nip Zeros rumored
to be on the airdrome at Lae..,.Capt Dickinson, Red Johnson, Moose
Johnson, Howe, Smallwood, Hosback, McCoun, Crosswhite, Jones and
McNutt.....Red Johnson turned back when his tire blew in midair, and
a beautiful landing with a tire out....,Jones turned back with an
engine in distress,...Lt Ingram(also in this flight) turned back with
engine trouble....The remaining & went over Lae at 7000' and dropped
72=100 pound demelition bombs in the target area....intense and
fairly accurate ack ack was met.,..thie flight returned in groups of
three, running into bad weather all the way home...Moresby was reached
in the closing hours of dusk..... '

72 20 pound frag bombs loaded in 'all ships,...what now....

Dec 7= News that to date, 3,000,000 lbs of bombs hzve been
dropped on Buna to date...a good example that air power can't win
the war alone.,.

In the afternoon at 1600K, 6 ships took off to bomb Lae..Hawkins,
Howe, McCoun, Crosswhite, Moose Johnson, Ingram and DickinsSoN.....
The elements split over Laes amd bombed at 12000 feet...ack ack severe...

turning from the target, with the intention of coming home via Karema,
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Comnndbu Offices of the United States Forces
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hig pomplilat was ons of many thousands that was dropped in November

1947 on the Japs in Buna,
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your names will nevar reach your superiors
too 1ateesese

zone to a detention camp.
o you need not fear retribution... Act now before it'-
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L b B B .

... Nipponsse transport left burning by the 90th.... 100
pounders were used on this ship which was SE of lae.....s

oo A great trick of the Nips... in November when the Allies

had concentrated a large force of bombers at Port Moresby, it
was extremely hard for the Nips to approach beleagured strong-
holds with supplies, such as Lae and Buna and Salama; and, &s
‘a result, they resorted to camaflage... as 1s obvious, they did
an excellent job of it... as they did with most everything they
undertook... but this time the 90th spotted the "moving island"
and 'd'ﬁnt 1]1 for the attaok.oociooo-oo.-
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The 90th comes upon a transport already burning and drops a few eggs o
seal the bargain.,, the Nips must have lost several thousand men, several
transports and destroyerg in trying to relieve the garrison at Buna.....
Buna finally fell in December after two months of the most violent
fighting that this war has seen in any sector of the world........
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Zeros were sighted so the ships all dove for the water in the direction

of Buna where our own pursuits kept a 12 hour wigil......Capt Dickinson

with Moose Johnson and Ingram was immediately attacked by two Zeros

who, discouraged by the firepower, continued on to attack Hawkins!

formation of McCoun and Crosswhite.,..Three fronmtal and side attacks

were made on this flight....Crosswhite suffered a direct hit in his

right engine which slowed him up considerabl;...Hawkins and MeCoun

slowed down with him and Buna was made after 3000 rounds of ammunition

had been fired with no results cbserved....The Zeros, with the excep- .
tion of these three attacks, kept their distance..,.0apt Dickinsonm

joined flights at Buna,..

News that P-40's shot down 18 Nip fighter planes over Buna
today,..good news,..

Dec 8- Hed Johnson led a flight over Buna in the morning to bomb
ack ack installations,..Moose Johnson and McCoun flew on his WANE. o sois
Dickinson led Ingram, Crosswhi.e and Howe....20 1b frags loaded...
Dickinson's flight made the first run at 6000 feet, and 'met very .
little A/A......Johnson's flight came in at 4000 feet, 200 mph, dropped
their load, and then hell broke locse.,.TYe Nips obviously had the
range and the shells burst off the right flank of the formatien...

Red and Moose suffered minor shrapnel holes while McCoun, getting
the full blast of the shells, received two large holes in the leading
edze of his wing, his stablizer was damaged, and several other holes
in the fusilage wez;e ooserved...one shot, knocked out the hydraulic
system and the bomb bay doors had to be cranked up...McCoun returned

alone and would down his wheels over the buoy....his left wheel would
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not lock so he prepared for a crash landing at 7 Mile Field...after
his gas had been used up, he came in, and just as he stalled out
before hitting the ground his wheel locked and his ship sustai;xed
no damage,..and to boot, made a damn nice landing....a lucky break...
Three days later, his holes patched up, the plane was returned to
combat status....an irenic incident,..when MeCoun's crew got out,
the first person they met was a parson who held a bible and was ready

. to administer the last rites,...
Dec 9~ Ne missions all day....Sgh Tucker made the rounds and saw
that all ships were checked thoroughly...
ﬁec 10- No missions...heat intense and the mosgquitos thick....
very little sickness....

Dec 11~ An alert at 10 PM at night but nil happened....

Dec 12- 9 ships toock off at 6 AM to bomb Lae behind Capt Dickinson....
Moose Johnson, Howe, McCoun, Crosswhite, McKut., Jones, Chatt, and
Smallwood followed....Thick and impossible flying weather around
the Markam Valley made the trip impossible so they all returned,..

"Red ¥ Johnson, at Intelligence in the evening, bore down and gave
the boys a lecture on the sloppiness they had shown in recent formation
work....Lt Poire's intelligence reports were mezty and all the fellows
appreciated it... _

Dec 13- quiet all day..some of the bofs took in church services
here ‘and there,..

At 6 PM 9 ships teok off to bomb lae with two 12 hour delay bombs
in each ship....Capt Dickinson, Smallwood, Red Johnson, Moose Johnson,

Howe, McCoun, Chatt, McNutt, and Jones.....Jones and Smallwood turned
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back with engine trouble.,,.The front(clouds) extended to over the
B-25's flying level, so all ships returned after dropping their
delay bombs south of Moresby in the ocean,...

At 12PM at night three Nip bombers came over and the ack ack
(3 in) that greeted them was more terrifying than the bombs they
dropped in the vicinity of 7 Mile....the ack ack was so fierce that
the metal sheeting on the runway vibrated and made many men think
that shrapnel was falling...thus, a big run for the slit trenches....
Sgt Sherman of the Operation mmit fought with the Medical boys for
2 CorMeTasss

The 38th took off an hour later and kept us awake all night with
their attempts at.takeoff, which usually ended in a second atiempt
due to plugs fouling on the first tIy..ee.

Dec 1h=- 3 AM the 90th took to the air te get 5 destroyers sighted
by B-17's off the coast of Buna..,landing reinforcements to the be-
leagured Nips at Buna.... y

Jones, Diekinson, McCoun, Hawkins, Howe, Moose Johnson, Hed .
Johnson, and McNutt and Crosswhite made the trip...poor visibility,
storms, and rain made vision difficult...Hawkins was the only man
who ran into success,.,

It Hawkins, Solomon(CP), T/Sgt Synder(B), Sgt Sampson(UG); and
Cpl Newell.(RG} performed a feat that was a fine example of 90th
.flying........capt Newell intercepted a radio message from a B-17
to this effect,«™estroyers sighted off Cape Ward Hunt, going in
direction of Rsbual at 30 knots,..,(Incidently, Hawkins had taken .

off an hour and a half later than the rest of the flight, thus he
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was over Buna when it was just beginning to get light)............

Hawkins immediately headed for the spot he thought the destroyers
to be at,,.and found them at 06:45K......He dropped to 7000' and
made a run on them.,.intense and accurate ack ag¢k scored a direct
hit on the rear of his left engine nacelle and blew it away, com-
pletely...this threw his Bombardier off and another run was made...
Synder's intervolometer was thrown out by the ack ack that hit the
ship on the second run and two bombs fell short of the destroyer he
was aiming at..... With Solomon and Moore keeping an eye on the
nearby clouds for Zeros, Hawkins swung into a third bombing run....
suddenly, 11 Zeros dropped out of a nearby cumulus cloud and the
run was interrupted.....Sampson lowered his guns and the fight was
on,..on the first pass the Zeros knocked out the lower turret and
several shots came into the radio gunner's compartment.....a&s they
started on the second pasz, Hawkins skillfully evaded them and shot
into a cloud bank and escaped.....arriving at 17 Mile Field at 8PN,
he buzzed the field to let the tower know his predicament.....
luckily, his hydraulic system was not shot out, and he came in for
a beautiful landing...half way down the runway his left tire blew
(it was full of 30 cal, bullets)....he skillfully brought the plane
to a stop and no damage was done,....

For this effort over the destroyers, his entire crew was recom-
mended for the Silver Star.....Lt Hawkins and Lt Solomon...and the
entire crew displayed a courage &nd coolness under fire that was an

example and inspiration to the 90th,

a4
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At 11 AM 9 of the 90th took off to bomb the Kamusi River where

Nip barges had landed during the night from the destroyers....
Dickinson, Red Jchnson, McMutt, McCoun, Moose Johnscn, and Howe
made the raid..... 72 100 pounders were dropped on landing barges
and the frantic Jap shock troops below who were trying to make for
the trees.,....hundreds of bodiea could be observed below floating
in the water after the raid....no A/A encountered....
The Nips came over at night and met stiff fire from our A/A again,
Dec 15- 13th relieved us today... Due to a bad storm lying between
FM and CT, only 3 got thru....before the 90th knew of this, Smallwood,
Red Johnson, Crosswnite, McCoun and Howe had taken off.....the
weather was instruments most of the way home..... Crosswhite
disappeared, McCcun seeing him last making for the mountains over
Australia in the neighborhood of Cooktown.....the rest of the ships
mzde CT, MeCoun landing at Townsville,
Dec 16~ The rest of the 90th ships arrived today.... Crosswhite
given up for lost,..no airbase had seen or heard of him....
Dec 17- Crosswhite written up as lost,.with him went Lt Werden(CP),
Sgt Van Hoy(B), Sgt Evers(UG), Sgt Paradiso(RG)(recipient of the
Purplé Heart and Silver Star), Sgt Luallen(Crew Chief), Sgt Nerons(E),
. Lt Bishop(Statistic expert who had joined the 90th on Oct 23th),
Sgt Galuecia, Cpl Nedazwicki, and Sgt Howley.......another ;ad loes...
These boys, along with the other 4 ships that did make CT, never were
warned about this bad weather before takeoff..,..Lt Crosswhite had
been on almost every mission that the 90th had made in the last 3

months and he was as valuable a pllot as we had.....
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Moving tents.., We moved our camp site at Charters Towers when the
"let" season came, In this picture you can see: Sgt H.S. Taylor,
Sgt Thompson, Corp Benson, Sgt Paradiso, Sgt W.H. Hill, Sgt-S.L.

105

Taylor, Sgt Gates.... Sgt Thompson (middle withcut shirt) was on two

combat missions with the 90th, and each time he waa shot down into
the New Guinea jungles by Jap Zeros.. He was the recipient of the

:

Silver Star. Silver Star with Oak Leaf Cluster. and the Purple Heart,

.

Sgt Paradiso, who was on General Royce's raids to the Philipine
Islands, and who won the Purple Heart, was listed as "missing in°
action" on Dee 15, 1942 on a flight from PM to CT, they went down
with Lt Crosswhite in bad weather......
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Dec 18th- News that the 90th is to go back to Port Moresby in
threedays.....pretty rough as the boys needed the rest...

Patching up of all ships...radio men under Lt Kulin checked all
radios and Lt Valusek's engineering department went over all ships
thoroughly,...Lt Short's armament section checked all guns and replaced
several in some of the ships.....

Dec 19th- Capt Dickinson, Lt MeCoun and Lt Moose Johnson's crews
left on furlough,..ss. : .

It Hughes, back from lezve, assigned to #884 for the trip North....

Dec 20th- The G0th took off for Port Morssby,...numerois rain
squalls and poor visibility made the weather extremely hazardous,..

Seven ships made the hop....The completedlist of the crews follow:

#a49 #732

Capt Johnson, W.R. (P) Lt Hughes (P)
Lt Parry (cp) Lt Weeks (cp)
It Arter (N) Sgt Harrell (B)
Lt Schultz (B) Sgt Taber (G)
Sgt Perkins (G) Sgt Howland, J.W, (RG)
Sgt Allan (RG) Sgt Nuval (E)
Sgt Green (E) Sgt Ceryanec (E)
Sgt Cosselin (E) Pfc Naskins (X)
Sgt Archibald (x) Sgt Carpenter, L,F, (x)
Szt Garuszi (x) Cpl Sudieth (%)
Sgt Gatewood (x) Sgt Chase (X)
#4587 #482

Lt Chatt (P) Lt Hawkins (P)
Lt Wonderly (cp) 1t Solomon (cp)
It Calkins (B) Sgt Synder (B)
Sgt Swain (G) Cpl Newell (G)
Sgt Black (RG) Sgt Sampson, P.C. (RG)
Sgt- Tempkins (E) Sgt Rutledge (E)
Pvt Grigzs (E) Sgt Vaillancoart (E)
Pvt Davidson (X) Sgt Nichols (X)
Sgt Plezsant (X) Sgt Frenklin (x)
Sgt Magee (X) Sgt Wilson (xX)
Sgt Smith, F.E. (x) Sgt Hastings (x)
Cpl Ashcroft (X) W/0 Pearsons(RAAF)69th (X)
It Kulin (X)
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W/0 Caruzzi, Sgt Sumner, T/Sgt Gatewood, Cpl Koplan,
T/Sat Humphries
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"A11 Quacks" L to R - Cpl Keieyzk, Sgt O'Neil, Cpl Sigrist
Capt McGuire, Capt Peters, Cpl Klak, Pvt Fulmer, Pvt Kren
Pvt Redic : :

. s
. 4 " R
. 1-,",'::.‘.. "l Fiay =l

.

QAP .
L, 3T 3 . . |
8 A el

"Slum Burners" L to R - Front Row: Sgt Sullivan, M/Sgt
Nickelson, Sgt Iatta, Sgt Williams, Cpl Jenna

Back Row: Sgt Johnson, J.E., Sgt Blaskovich, Cpl Kraus,
Sgt Stegman, S/Sgt Norwood, Cpl Horton
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Back- Pfc Haskin, Pvt. Burns, Pvt. Le]ik(ki'lled 12/31/42), T/“gt
Thomae, ©/Sgt Sweigort-

Front- Pvt. Gosatyla, £/Sgt Miller, H/‘gt Sanders, Pvt, Janoff—
This radlo dept., headed by Lt. Kulin, has done more by its exper-
imental manner of working, than the 90th will ever know- our B=25s
in some 600 odd missions never had radio trouble=-

Lt McLellon's crew... L to R... Back- Sgt Duval, Lt Lockhart, Sgt
Breeke. . Mauker Front- Sgt Bumgardner, Lt McLellon, Sgt C.C. Thompson..
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Front Row: L to R — Sgt Walters, Sgt Yameen
- Back Row: Sgt Thompson, J.H., Sgt Landers
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M/Sgt Carruzzi, Capt Valusek, M/Sgt Tucker
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Lt Miller (Missing in Action 10/50/42)
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Pvt Butler (RG) Sgt Crovisier (@)
Sgt Boyd (E) Pvt Byrkett (RG)
Sgt Gorton (E) Sgt Eagle (E)
Sgt Desilets (X) Pvt Centry (E)
Pvt Caren (x) Sgt Cataman (x)
Sgt Sanders (x) Sgt Sharp (X)
. Cpl Thomas(RAAF) (x) 1t Peterson (X)

The seven ships of the 90th arrived at 7 Mile Field to find it
mosquito-ridden, extremely hot, and the dust as bad as ever.....s..e

Dec 21- Nil happenings...an alert but the boys sat it thIM.se..

As a relief against the intense New Guinea heat, the showers
proved an ample source of relisf,.,,

The Nips came over at might and the gresting they got proved more
interesting, from & standpoint of excitement, than the Nips above...
nil damage....

Dec 22~ The 90th were rudely awakened for ancther night Flight to
Buna area to search for shipping...per usugl, Nip shipping meant bad
storms, poor visibility, and dangerous flying conditions... But the
entire 90th, under the Command of Capt "Red® Johnson, took to the air,
Suffice it to say that no ships were found, several narrow escapes
came about while flying thru thunderheads, and nothing was accomplished...
but, all ships returned safely. )

Dec 23- Nil happenings.,. Lord knows why we are here...we don't
do anything but sweat and get dirty, then shower, and start it all over
again,.the crew chiefs, the busy beavers of the cutfit, tolled in the
sun, but the combat crews sat under the protection of the wings, and
SWEATED.....and SWEAT a la New Guinea is not just ordinary sweating....
it is the complete and utter opening of all available pores, and the

flooding from thence of ‘all ones' energy and initiative,

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958

Dec 25- NOEL...NOEL., Back in the States our families and most
of our friemds were just awakening to the civilized scheme of things.
Without hurrying, with nothing in mind but time and leisure, they take
in the Xmas gifts, open them leisurely, cast aside the wrappings and
to back to bed again... At 10 AM they got up and ate a breakfast of
chilled orange juice, egzs with crisp bacon, coffee and thick cream...
then a casual cigarette....

About the same time in New Guinea, the 90Lh had been up for four
hours and were sweating out an &lert that never materialized.,..

Some of the boys took in church...it was a quiet Xmas..... no
complaints,...in face, cheerfulness was prevalent.....we at least
were alive to herald in the Xmas of 1942, while some of our best
friends never did see it...perhaps thers was a silent vow that pext
¥mas we would heéve the Nip Bastard back in his yard so we could have
¥mas in the homes of our families,...

At night, while the lads szt over their fires in their revetments,
heating tea, sipping soup and swatting mosquitos, the field lay in a
peaceful silence,,.."It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”.....far away, the
high drone, getting closer,..even ¥mas the Nip came over.

Dec 26- B-26's, P-40's, P-39's, P-38's, A-20's, B-24's, B-17's,
Beaufighters, and in fact even DC-3's droned GVerhéad...but the 90th
and the 13th sat on the ground and watched them,..many guesses made
at our being sent up to PM....none made any sense...

Dec 27 - still sitting and sweating...
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Dec 23- Rumors that we may go back to CT tomorrow &nd the 38th
to relieve us...hopes scar,..we wanted to celebrate this New Year in
the sanctity of our own mosguito-ridden tents and within our own
improvised bars at Charters Towers...after all, we'd help make 1942
history,..certainly we were entitled to welcome in 1943 which we would
also write history too....

Dec 29- We packed up, dropped our bombs and took off....

A severs Cold Frdnt lay between Port Moresby and Charters Towers...
and hour out from Port Moresby and you s&éw a seemingly impregnable wall .
of sinister-looking clouds that exiended, in some cases, to 25,000
feet, and touched the water at its base.....the 90th made it.,.all
ships arriving at CT at 1700K.....Capt Thomas, of the 13th, a weteran
and seasoned combat pilot, never arrived.,...a sad loss for the 13th,..
"Doc ™ Hymes went down on the same ship...

The Officers' "Rue Room™, under the expert eye and hand of It
Blessington, w|a.s near complet.ion..‘.a new shower had been set up by :
"Bless® in the 0fficers' tent area.... 3 .

That night the boys of the 90th dipped in and enjoyed life,,

Dec 30- A day off for all combat crews...tents cleaned up, letters
written, trips to town to secure necessary items, and a general return
to normalacy....

Dec 31~ a day that will go down in 90th annuals for the saddness
it brought to the 90theees.

The day broke clear and cool.....everyone was bustling arcund
getting ready for the biggest bust of the year.....crew chiefs and

gunners were down at their planes early getting their work done early....
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At 1100K Capt "Red™ Johnson took @ jeep to the line to take a

plane to Townsville for the purpose of picking up a few pals...they
were to take in the party at the "Rue Hoom® that night...Sgt Gorton
and Sgt Gibson raffled to see who would go as co-pilot on their ship
#698. .. .Gibson won...Pvt Coen of Intelligence went along as passenger..
At Townsville, "Red" picked up a few friends, signed out his clear—
ance papers, and that is the last he was seen..,alive,.... Scattered
showers lay between Charters Towers and Townsville....eon, in partic- .
ular, was thick and black..eeses

Back at Charters Towers the boys swung into & gala evening....

The party at the "Rue Room™ and at the Officers Club in town was sadly
lacking "Red!'s”™ presence...everyone thought "Red” had been held over
by weather or had stopped at another field....

Today three new office s have joined the ranks of the 90th......
Capt lLarmer of the B8%th came over and took over the position of CO..
Capt "Jock™ Henebry of the 13th assumed the position of Operations
Officer while Capt Wertz of the 13th became Engineering Officer.....
We were glad to welcome these 6fficers... ,Larner was an A-20 pilot
of much merit and was the recipient of the Silver Star; "Joeck", a
thousand-hour lad, and a veteran of some 30 odd missions over enemy
territory was an asset to the organization..,.Capt Wertz, another
old pilot, both in hours and combat experience was equally welcomed...

Jan 1- The news came as a shock,,,but it was true.,."Red" Johnson
was missing....he was assumed to be forced down someplace...but "Red™
was too old a hand, too experienced, to have let an engine failure stop

him, ,thus worry on the entire part of the GOth.....
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Capt Wertz
(Killed in Action 7/25/43)
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Capt. "Jock" Henebry joined us in Dec of 1942 from the 13th

Squadron.. "Jock" took over tie all important post of Opsrations
Officer. This picture, taken from a convoy at sea, shows "Jock"
ready for the inevitable with his "Mae West"

-

Lt John Riola - Navigator.,, Johnny joined the 20th, April 17,

1942,. an excellent navigator, good organizer, and a competent
man for any t88Kesesees.
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sss Lt Tom Platts' crew.,.. &ll of whom were killed except CP

Lt Head.... On Nov 1, 1242, comirg back from an.armsd recco on

Lt Hawkirs' wing, he was hopped by 10 Zsros... the ensuing battle
killed Platt and neceesitated a crash landing which resulted in
subsequent traredy and the death of all but one of the crew,...

L to R,... back- fgt Coffee, Sgt Mefford, Sgt Humphries, Lt Head...

front- Fpt E.L. Wilson, Sgt Frankforther..

«.« Lt Chatt's crew.... L to R..... back- Lt Hartline, Lt Chatt,
Lt Blessirgton, Lt Wonderly, fgt Allan (RAAF), front- fgt Fucker,

Sgt Barres, Sgt Landry....
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"racked off" by Henebry who tock some of the new eo-pilots up for
transition....

Rumor that all navigators and bombardiers will be transferred
shortly....in the late afternoon all crews returned from Brisbane
by order of (ol Strickland....the squadron is filled again and noise
breaks the quiet peace of yesterday....

Night transition for Sbisa, Heid, Porter, Moore, and Paine....
beautiful weather and it reminded one of night flying in Flying
School, where one cloud would ground all planes...

Jan 14~ some of the lads took in Link Trainer while others flew.,.
Capt Lemer had hydraulic failure in the afterncon and with the help
of Capt Wertz, who was flying co-pilot, he wound down the wheels and
czme in graciously.,..

Lt Poire and his Intelligence Staff give out the dope that Rabaul
is teeming with Nip ships....where they will strike is a moot question.
The Solomons is a good guess...

Capt Henebry, Lt Howe and It Launders left today to bring back
some. ships from Brisbane....

Jan 15— rain cancelled 21l m yning activities,...in the afternoon
it cleared up and Capt Wertz led Smallwood amd McCoun in attack for-
matlon over the surrounding countryside..,..coming in to land McCoun
couldn't lower his whesls so he climbed to 7000' and with the help
of Lt Lockhart, his co-pilot, and Sgbt Hume and Sgt Parscns, had the
situation in hand....this makes the 4th hydraulic failure for Meloun

ENd CreWeesss
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Heat lightning at night almost disrupted the movies in town.......
Greta Garbo, playing in "Two Faced Woman", was the attraction, and
we almost lost the gist of the movie so often did the screen become
faded with the increasing flashes of lightening..,

Jan 16~ Schierloh, Johnsen, R.E., Poire, Smallwood, McCoun, and
co-pilots went to Brisbane today to bring back some ships....

A guiet Saturday in camp....the meals, under Lt Riola, are
probably the best that they have ever been at CT....Sgt Nickelson,
mess Sgt, performed nobly at his job,

Jan 17- Nil activity today...beautiful day...some boys went to
church, others slept and the energetic rode horseback thru the country...
News coming thru about a move to Moresby....

Jan 18th....Pack up my boys, we are .off to Port Moresby......
frantie stuff this packing...not enough packing cages.....5ome men
are down South and have to have their c¢lothes and belongings packed
by others.,..lt Jones of Supply was workin: his heecd off and that
of nis department also...who has that damn hammer,.,I can't do two
things at once.,.Work on my boys.,.all has to be packed and crated
aboard the trains by 8 PN, and that doesn't mean 8:15...and so it
WaS..... & paramount job but the 90th came thru again....the advanced
convoy for Townsville left CT at 11 AM and the remainder of the trucks
in the rear convoy left at late evening....

Jan 19- Rather quiet around camp....tents being pulled down and
packed, otherwise .t was rather a quiet day as compared to the frantic

work of yesterday..esees..
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Jan 20- Bad Luck, that ugly Gremlin that has been at work in this
Squadron of late, fell today.......it was a fine, clezr afternoon,
the rain and the winds having gone with the morming.,..Lt. Raymond
"Moose" Johnson end Lt Liepold, a newly arrived co-pilot, went out
to #490 to t.aké' up up on & test hop.....Lt Blessingten volunteered
to swing the compass and also got aboard...Sg. Landry, crew chief,
waited until both meotors turned over and then climbed in and pulled
. up the door....this was the last time they were seen together....the
plane was seen checking its mags at the end of the runway...the gun
was poured and she started down the sbrip....ten feet off the ground
and the right engine cut out with a series of sharp backfires.,..
"Moose " feathered the right prop....the wheels were seen to start

moving upwards and then motion stopped and they hung...the ship

cleared the trees at the North end of the runway. From then on it
lest altitude,,.with 8 nose guns and ammunition, wheels and flaps
down, it could not gain altitude on one engine....it crashed a mile
from the end of the strip...the crew did a magnificent job but it
was hopeless from the first,...the 90th lost four excellent men...
they rest now in Townsville...they never will be forgotten.

Jan 21- most of the boys in Townsville waiting for what was
supposed to have been an immediate departure for New Guinea....
However, we had to wait for an escort to guard us on the shipping

lanes and it seemed to take ages to lozd our ship...

Some of the combat crews stood by as dock guards etc. due to

the fact that their ships were laid up for the gun change in Brisbane..
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 domert erew, ... L oto R... Back- Set Paradico(missing 12/15/42),
“rf ¥anta, Lt Jones, Lt Ransom,..,. Front- Pvt, Guttendoff, Sgt

-~

Timk ;—1.u= Pt uibaon(ki1led 12/31/42)

It "Moose" Johnson's erew..... L to R .... Back = Sgt Gosselin.
istop, Sgb McKirney, Lt Johnson, R.E. (Killed 1/20/43).
Frnnt - ¢t Lee, Sgt Bryant.
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Jan 22 - Still waiting.... Lt Jomes, Supply Officer, in charge
of the Townsville group....some of the rest of the ground echelon
stayed back in CT putting last details into order.....

With much pomp and ceremony and the wail and gnashing of teeth,
"Utter Abandon" was torn to the ground and packed.:..this Utopia of
comfort and scenic beauty sheltered Capt Dennison, It Jones, Lt Short
and It Poire thru many a rainstorm and brainstorm,...

. Jan 23- Sti1l waiting...news that the transport would leave any
day NOWesess

Major Bvanoff and Col Strickland left for Port Moresby.....lt
McCoun, Lt Hawkins, and Schierloh passed thru towns%ille on their way
North, just having had their planes put in order at Brisbane.....
Major "Pappy" Gunn had told them to hurry North as a Jap armade was
coming down thru Vitais Straits.....the trio arrived at New Guinea to
find it deader than a doornail.....

Jan 24~ In the interim, the air echelon situated at 3 Mile Field
was having some practice work....bombing and strafing of the ship in

the harbor was the order of the day.....under Capt lLarner, the lads

were showing progress....at this time those at Moresby were: Lts
Launder, Smallwood, Hosback, Ingram, Capt Wertz, Capt Gillmore, Lis
Clarke, Hughes, Sbisa, Rosebush, Ridout, Porter and a few other officers.
Sgt Stratton, Sgt Corbitt, Sgr Green, and some of the other more ex-
perienced linemen also were present.,...

Jan 25- at 4 AM three Nip bombers came over, taking advantage of
the moonlight, and dumped their load on 7 Mile Drome, getting a direct

hit on one transport plane.,..the ack ack that met them kept us all
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WUTTER ABAMDOINM
Lt Short; T.t Paire, Cnpl Denniston

8/8st Hume, Sgh Gorton, Sgb Wakem, Szt Goodman
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well under cover or deep in slit trenches...the danger of the ack pck
frags were more severe than the bombs themselves.....

Capt Larner, doing some fancy "free lancing" found us & new camp
site near 17 Mile Field...to be exact, 2 Miles south....it is in the
hollow of & ridge and :he area we have is spearated by a saddle....
upon first glance it was horrible....numerous rocks, weeds, mosquitos,
dust from the roads etc.....it later turned cut to be a masterpiece

. of judgement as we had one of the finest sites in Moresby.....all
the planes were transferred to 17 Mile Dreme and all personnel moved

by trucks....by night all were bedded down sémehow...a miserable

drizzle made the mosqx.:‘itos flock indoorss... {

Jan 26~ The Japs paid us another visit at 3 AM and some P-38's
were waiting for them and claimed a probable bomber....

«ssogeneral getting acclimated....in the afternoon, Capt Larner
had a2 meeting at the line....Lt Launder, acting Operations Officer
in Capt Henebry's absence, assigned Hawkins, Schieloh and McGoun to

. afternoon flying........McCoun had hydraulic trouble again and could

not get his nose wheel down..;the nose wheel cable was off the drum
and the task was impossible...with the help of his co-pilot Lt Launder
and Sgt Pattersuﬁ(m), all the ammunition was taken from the nose guns
to the extreme tail...J.after all the fuel was consumed, a landing
on the crash strip at 7 Mile was made.....the nose held off (all
the crew were in the tail) until the very end when it fell and
knocked the nose off...no other damage was brought about....

Jan 27- Another air raid at 3 AM...no damage.....
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Hughes, Schierloh, Ridout, Rosebush, McKee and Capt Wertz flew
formation in the morning and bombed the wreck,...the lads come in
at 250 mph and about 1000 yds away from the wreck open fire.....
at about 150 yds the bomb bay doors open and at 25 yds the bombs fall
and skip right into the ship....if you are luck¥eecessecsonne

Fews that the scuadron arrives tomorrow,.,.great news,,..Lt Johnny
Ricla, in charge of mess has his site picked out and has already
started on it...MeCoun is in charge of the pipe lines and all water
fixtures...he is helped ably by It McKee......Sgt Pardue &and Sgt
Synder put in & performance without which the task never could hoped
to have been completed.....

At night the officers have been going in to the neﬁﬁ Officers’
Club,....it is on the ocean and gave the lads & very cool evening...
all sorts of cool, soft drinks were served..,..another establishment
next -door had a fancy American dance band always in session and if
you were lucky to meet a nurse you could take her there and dine and
dance and be haunted asbout the floor by the eyes of the wolves of
Port Moresby,...at this date, none of the 90th were lucky enough to
be among the hauntedisssssas

Jan 28th- the ground echelon finally arrived with the usual fan-
fare of missing people and equipment and excitementv......by evening
they were among the hills of our neophyte camp.....we had to esat at
the 374th Service Squadron due to the fact that our own mess was not
set up as yet..,...we showered at the same place and looked forward

to the day when our own mess and showeér would be in action...
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Jan 29~ Formstion flying in the morning while back at camp things

were cleaned up...te wit: tents straightened, pipe lines laid and
dyed, the mess hall floor laid down with cement, telephone wires strung,
the showers progressing, and here and there men could be seen cleaning
their dirty laundry.....it was a miserable day, as, it rained "a la
New Cuinea" and that is rain in the superlative,......mosquitos
fierce and they followed one all over...big red "Bastards", as we
were wont to eall thems...s
Jan 30- Lt Chatt and Lt Howe arrive with crews from Erisbane...
Tents springing up...look like brown mushrooms....some 100 odd

tents in our area alone....not to count those on the line....the

combat crews sleep with their ships in their revetments, while the
Officers sleep in caMPesssscs

Jan 31- Capt Wertz led a formation in the morning and then did a
pretty buzz job on the ships in the harbor and the neighboring houses....
several hours later the 90th was notified to the effect that there
would be no more buzaing of the town az;d harbor..s ce.

Feb 1- Major Larner, CO, led a pretty formation in the morning
on some stiff trial maneuvers.....Lt Hawkins, Chatt, McCoun and Howe
held it with him,....

The mess is serving us now in our mm camp, ...pretty swell and
the food excellent...in fact the best we had ever tastéd in New Guinea...

The usual New Guinea drizzle....,ever ANNOYingesessss

Feb 2- A torrential rain in the afternoon threatened to wash away
our camp and all our efforts, but suffice it to say that the 90th came

thru again on tOPsesss
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Sgt Aubrey of the Engineering Dept did a paramount job of soddering

on the water tanks which put them in commission for BS...e..«

Feb 3- The big rumor, and it isn't an idle latrine rumor, is that
our main objective will be Rabual....with our ships the spearhead of attack,

Feb 4- Water trouble....pumps ready...but, they won't work.,...and
if and when, they will have to grunt some to push it up 150 feet....

Feb 5- Tradgedy hit us again today....this time it was "Count Oleg"
Schierloh.,..the "Count" was practice~bombing the wreck in the harbor and
his tail hit the mast....this tore his tail off and he spun in...,.Lt Bud
Ridcut, a new lad in the outfit, was his co-pllot, and Sgt McMahon was
his engineer,..two other pecple went down with the ship and they were
passengers from a Service Unit nearby....all members of the ship were
killsd....this was a dampened blot on our li:e...we had all just about
given up the thought of that old bugabo so prevalent of late in the 90th...

Feb 6- The pump works....Lt Reid and It Solomon and crews pulled in
from Brisbane....Sgt Corbitt, crew chief of the "Dodger" got in the way
of a prop today and almost broke his shoulder.s.es

Feb 6~ Sgt Champsgne, the upper gunner in Maj Peterson's ships that
has been miseing in acglon since Nov 24th, showed up at the camp with an
amazing story of his escape from the jaws of the Japs.....here is his
story as told to me...incidently, the radio gumner, Sgt Graham(RAAF)
also escaped with him.....'We tock off at 11PM from i’ort Moresby and were
in the vieinity of the Huon Gulf, 100 miles SE of Lae, by 12:30...we
dodged fierce thunderstorms all the -way there....the five destiroyers whom
we were sent out after were reported in this vicinity...Graham had inte;'-

cepted a B-17 report, uncoded it, and given the dope to the Major....

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

135
anyways, about 12:45 we saw a big blaze ahead of us and we dove down to

about a thousand feet and found that it was a Nip destroyer that had
suffered a direet hit by & B=17.....The Major circled the destroyer and
was just about ready to come in for the kill when the bombardier, Kirby
Nesl, announced over the interphone that the bombs couldn't be dropped
due to mechanical trouble in the intervolometer......suddenly, with a
terrific explosion, the destroyer was seen to blow up....we were all
mighty scared as it tossed us about badly....suddenly the right motor
backfired several timesS.....The Major called and asked me to see if 1
could release the bombs from the bombay manually as he had to feather the
right engine....I crawled in and tried and just then the ship hit the
water and she broke in half....Graham and I were thrown clear....suddenly
I saw Capt Herbert floating in the water and I grabbed him and pulled him
up onto a wing...Graham was getting the life raft clear....in about a
mirmute the plane went up on one wing and sank guietly,...Capt Herbert,
whom I socn found to be dead, went with it. Graham and I managed to

get into the rubber boat and started paddling ...the shoreling was
visible in the distance....by daybreak we reached shore...Graham cut his
feet badly on the corals,..scme natives found us there and took us to‘a
nearby mission.....We found that we were near Heldbach, in the wvieinity
of Finschhaven.,.from then on it was just a metter of getting around Lae
and back to Port Moresby....we started in the direction of Madang, which
is due North, then cut westwards at the Cromwell Mts....we hit Zanung,
Sungsung, Busengo, Gawan, and Ngafir.....at one point a Jap party was
nearby and this necessitated our sending out a patrol to do some reconna-

issance...l went with it while Graham, whose feet still bothered him,
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stayed behind....this was the last I saw of him, as Japs crossed our tracks
behind us and made our return trip foolharty,...we waited at Gabsonkek
for the remainder of our party to catch up...but they never did so we
pushed on...we later found that they were tut a2 few days behind us....
The Austrailians and natives who iade up our party were swell to me...
They gave me clothing and shared their bully-beef with me.....at Wau I
got a transport to Port Moresby...and thats about all".....ceseseevease
well, that is about how it was told to me....Sgt Graham came into camp
the next day and the stopy ran about the same.,...what had happened was .
that their plane had an engine shot out by another destroyer in the area
and not being able to salvo the bombs on "safe", due to mechanical failure,
altitude was not maintained...any attempt to drop them armed wovld have
been even more disasterous....as they were 500 pounders amd there were
6 aboard....both of these boys did a great job and are most certainly in
line for a citatioN.sessasees

In the afterncon a lot of the fellows went to the funeral of It
Schierloh, Lt Ridout and Sgt McMahon.....it was held in a small cemetry .
on a small mountain several miles NE of Port Moresby...this cemetry will
scon be a Nat19n31 Cemetryeeaeses .6 Mmen were pall bearers for Sgt McMahon
and 6 for 1t Schierloh,,....it was a simple ceremony...as we stood there
while the bugler sounded taps, we all thought of our friends whom we had
seen alive but two days ago......they were being buried 7000 miles from
home...there was no pomp and ceremony....they were part of our vast army,...
and part of the unfortunate that have and will have t<.) be buried in foreign

dirte...... The taps ended...a2 volley from the honor guard blasted over
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the dead mens' graves.....the dirt was shoveled in after our friends...

I remembered Ralph Waldo Emerson's remark at the burial of a friend...

"Thats the way the world ends, not with a bang, but a whimper"....s....

Feb 7- The showers now work, and due mostly to Sgt Snyder and Sgt

Pardue, they are the best on the island...l0 shower heads give the men

ample water and ample room,...the combat crews were posted today,se...

here is how they appeared.....

PLANE
969
962
978
988
LAY
182
793
968
443
437
081
L2
88l
732
487
980
968
962
946
L6
732
142

FIIDT

Maj Larner
Capt Nenebry
Capt Wertz
Lt Chatt

Lt MeNutt
Lt Hawkins
Lt Hosbach
Lt Smallwood
Lt Hughes
Lt Reed

Lt Launder
Lt Criswell
Lt McCoun
Lt Fisher
Lt Ingram
Lt Howe

Lt Moore

Lt McKee

It Bridges
Lt Sbisa

Lt Reid

Lt Wonderly

CO-FILOT

Lt Lee
It Castelli

F/0 Carse(RAAF)

Lt Randerson
Lt Rickord
Melellan

It Lockhart
Lt Weeks

It Helbert
Lt Pryor

Lt Paine
F/S Wilkinson
Lt Solomon
Lt Parry

It Jones

F/S Stephens
Lt Rosebush
F/S Mclellan
F/S Guthrie
F/S Langley
It Miller

R, GUNNER

Sgt Richards

5/S Taber
Pfec Butler

S/S Rowland,R.

Sgt Sampson
Pvt Casarino
Sgt Poet
Pfc Byrkett
Pyt Divers.

- 8/ Rowland
(RAAF)

Sgt MeCarthy

S/S Malito
Cpl Burch

S/S McKinney

Sgt MecDonald

GUNNER

3/5 Timberlake

5/5 Crovisier
§/3 Swain

T/S Norton
Cpl Newell
S/S Patterson
S/5 Fury

S/8 Clark

8/3 Powers
8/S Estep
S/S Maupin
§/5 Hume

3/8 Sucker
Sgt Harrell
S/5 Axt

S/S Epperscn
Cpl Carter

5/8 Thompson

In the same breath, Major Larner declared a holiday and all members

of the Squadron to whom details did not fall, were free for the day...

Some of the lads went fishing, some went to native villages, others

just fell onto the old bunk and slept.....

Feb 8- Nine new Australian combat members joined us taday...Always

glad to have them...their record in the 90th has been short of unbe-
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lievable...The pilots were Flight Officer Carse, F/S Wilkinson,
F/8 Stephens, F/S McLelland, and F/8 Guthrie....for the most part
they were just fresh from flving school and thusly they had a lot to
learn about combat flying, and mostly, flying in New Guinea.....

A delightfully cool and refreshing rain at night....sleep is
very peaceful these evenings.....

Feb 9- strafing and bombing of the old dereliet in the harbour...
She is full of holes these days...showers for officers being worked
on by the Officers.,.many unbent frozen arteries for the first time
in months...."Bast Side of Heaven" played at nite for the Squadmn..
good a Bing Crosby flicker....fierce rain storm at night...eeeee

Feb 10~ Rain greeted us most ungraciounsly as we awakened...it
lasted all morning....

Maj Evanoff, Group Operations Officer, told Lt Head and It
McCoun of Intelligence that all men who had been recommended for
decorations in the past, but had not received them; and all men whom
the sguadrop thought fit eligible for a decoration at this time, should
come off on promotionS.....is this a "Fealer" for the boat home??7?
The Air Medal and Distinguished Flying Cross (The Air Corps most
treasured award) would be awarded for 100 hours of combat mission time
or 25 missions, and 200 hours combat mission time or 50 missionS...e...
Most of the lads eligible for the Air Medal but want to save up for
the DFC and get that....S/Sgt Hume is the only man eligible for the

DFC at this ;’Oiﬂt--o-aloc-.
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Feb 11- Rain.....In the afternoon the Officers ate at 3 Mile
Drome and played the Officers of the 89th in softball.....the score
ended at dark with the 90th ahead f4=l.....0el Strickland, Group CO
umpired and no one dared questicn his decisions,....The 90th lineup
was as follows: McCoun(e), Criswell and Head(p), Howe and Ingram
(1st), Reid(2nd), Larner(Capt)(ss), Ricla(3d), Lee(ef), Hosbach and
Bridges(cf), Clarke(scf), Mclellan and Hughes(rf).....it was a close
game throughout.....the 90tk took the lead from the start with Hosbach's
bingo in the 2nd frame scoring two runs and setting up another.....
Griswell and Head put in a mighty performance on the mound....Capt
Gillmore and Capt Dennison kept the scorebook...eess.

Feb 12- Torrential downpour in early morning...North American
Representative gave & lecture to the new Austrailian co-pilots in the
MOTTING . o s's s terrific wind in afternoon treatened to blow our camp
ENTE PR

Bombing and strafing of wreck in afternoon......

Feb 13= Six ship formation flight in morning.......in afternocon
a terrific wind again..,..

The Enlisted Men playesd the Officers at night and t.he latter won
9-l......5gt Estep catching and Malito in the box put in a good per-
formance for the Enlisted Men,....the latter, a semi-pro lad from the
States, almost pitched no hit ball, but Hosbach and Bridges catie thru.....
Criswell and Head again did a fine job on the mound.....The Iineup
was much the same as two days before,.s....Major Larner leﬂ.‘. the field
the muddiest and dirtiest (excuse, poor Anglais).....Major larner was

the dirtiest man(covered with dirt and mud) on the field...,. Howe,
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MaJ "Doc" Gillmore - Group
Flight Surgeon, and more
recently 90th surgeon -
Holder of the Soldiers Medal
for heroism and a true flight
officer - He yas on 18 combat
msaimﬂ..--u-oo

: . ; M oy A
A% R 7

- "Come on boys, & mission is cooking"
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to about 2400 RPM and Manifold pressure to 40 inches of mercury....

He swings towards the boat at an altitude of 1000 feet and distance
of 4000 yards from the target....the Co-Pilot arms his bombs, puts on
the gun switches, charges four guns on his side of the cockpit,...turns
on the bombing switch te "demolition"....the Pilot charges four guns
on his side......the plane is diving rapidly and picking up about

280 mphas..s..8t 50 feet and at 1500 yds distance the Pilot opens

fire on the target.,..l00 yds from the target the Co=Pilot opens the
bomb bay doors, and releases the bombs at his diseretion,..then he
closes the bomb bay doors as the Pilot dives for the water after
clearing the target........it is only after Pilot and Co-Pilot have
worked this down to a sound system that efficient bombing is brought
aboUt s ssssans

At night, Maj Larner, Capt Henebry, Capt Wertz and It McCoun
turned over in a Jeep coming back to Camp from Port Moresby.....it was
a black, rainy night...by virtue of an alert, all lights were turned
out and the road was jammed with cars with blackout lights on....a
sudden bend in the road, a slippery base, and the car was on its side...
in ten minutes, with the help of several natives, the car was righted
and the incident forgotten.....

Feb 15~ Formation in the morning....instruction given to all the
new Australian co-pilots....Two new Australian Officers joined us
today.... P/O Johnco and P/0 Blewitt.,...

The usual afterncon rain and the subsequent black, foul mud

prevalent throughout the area.....
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At night the Officers lost to the enlisted men in baseball 9-l...
A crushing defeat to the Officers whose record had previously been
urmarred....Bstep(c), Kren(p), "Tex" Barham(lst), Barton(2nd),
Sullivan(3d), "Slim" Kseisek(rf), O'Neal(cf) and Fortner(rf) consti=-
tuted the heavy end of the lineup......the Officers were at the same
positions they held several days back....ee.

Feb 16- Wonderful hotcakes for breakfast...the mess lads are
turning in a great job these days....every day now one sees new faces
at the Officers' Mess as Officers from various cther Sguadrons come
over to the 90th to sample some really good choWess..s

At 8 o'clock the 90th, after being briefed, took to the air in
a six ship formation.....Target- a ship beached on a reef 7 miles
North eof Finchaven...secondary target— Malahang Airportececsscssces
Planes- Lt McNutt, Lt Hawkins, Lt Chatt, Capt Wertz, Capt Henebry,

and Flight Leader, Major Larmer.....the primary target was found to

be well and truly sunk...so, the secondary target, the Malahang strip
. was raked at 500 feet with 500 pound five second delay bombSeses.ss
and then the CO, not wishing to return with his guns charged ordered
his flight to attack the residential isthmus of Salampa....as they
approached from the North-West, medium ack ack opened up...but when
their guns openéd fire all ack ack ceased...seven thousand, four
hundred and fiftg rounds of fifty calibre sachine gun ammunition was
expended on this small area in twenty-five seccnds....nothing could
have lived in this veritable choas on the ground..........This was

the Squadron's first mission as Attack planes énd it was highly
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successful,.,.the guns all fired ard the borbing at Malahang was
timely...unfortunately the pictures taken did not turn out and no
results could be brought back except that which was obssrved by Capt
White(AIF), Austrailizn Intelligence Officer attached to the 90th..
Incidently, Capt White, who observed the entire raid from the tail
blister of Capt Henebry's plane, made thist his 16th combat sortie....
the only damage suffered by our aircraft was a camnon slug in a
¢ylinder on Capt Henebry's ship; and several holes in the horizontal
stzbilizer of Capt Wertz' plane when he got in Maj larner's slipstream
and had 50 cal. belt clips poured over him....

Torrentizl downpour after supper in the evening and many men
could be seen; in the absence of our showers, washing in the rain...
most effective,......

Feb 17- President Roosevelt in his speech last night mentioned
every theatre of the war but Ours.....He also said that Japan would
be struck through China...,which all makes us feel swell way down here...

It Launders and Lt Pryor arrived from Erisbane with amother ship...
and two more scheduled to go South tomorrow to get extra wing tanks
installed...this raid on Rabual which we are rehearsing for necessitates
extra wing tenks as its almost a 900 mile roundtrip hoPsssss.

Feb 18- It Hosback and It Ingram went South today....Lt Ingram
in #8824 carried Lt Maclellan, Sgt Stratton, Sgt Hume and Pvt Guttendorf...

The Officers played the 13th Sgquadron at night before a record
crowd and lost 8-5.,.it wds a diseappointing game as the 90th should

have won it easily by wvirtue of a decidedly better team...but poor
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hitting and several costly errors allowed the 13th to push in 4 runs
in the 3d frame and 4 more in the 5th stanza....Bob Reid, Bridges,

and Pat Head held up our batting score....the team lined up as follows:
McCoun(c), Criswell and Head(p), Smallwood and Ingram(lst), Reid and
Clark(2nd), Larner(ss), Riola(3d), Bridges and Lee(lf), Hawkins(scf),
Rosebush and Castelli(ef), Howe(rf),....

W.C. Fields in "You Can't Cheat an Honest Man" played for us at
night,....intermittent showers almost interupted the show.....

Feb 19- Showers all day....started at 5 AM and stopped around
late evening....the mud was terrific and trucks and jeeps were getting
mired most everyplaCe.sssscsssss

It being a rather quiet day, let us take a look at the background
of this great Island upon which we mow live....someday, perhaps,
we may derive great pleasure in casting back our memories to this
paradise we call "home".......

Actually, New Guinea is not an earthly paradise...There is the
climate, which although hot enough to favcur the cultivation of every
known tropical plant, is not excessive and which in the mountainous
regions is as agecreeable as New York or Washington during the summer...
For New Guinea, although so near the eguator that the days and nights
are almost equally long, is on all sides surrcunded by the sea...The
temperature never goes much above or below the F, mean annuai temper-
ature of 79 degrees...Thus it is almost always hot...The seasons follow
each other with resgularity...The rainy season, or monsoon, laspa from
November to March scuth of the eguator...This Monsoon perddd,.the

most dreaded for our pilets because of its violent storms, changes

145
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and ironbarks, produce hard woods that are invaluable for furniture
and construetional work. They grow in such density that a man might
be 50 feet from his house and lose his way for daySses.

As New Guinea is linked to the oldest mainland in the world,
Australia, its self-evident that contains a great variety of minerals...
The use of the airplane back in the 1520's drew attention to the New
Guinea goldfields...Since then lead, ccoper, tin, iron and oil hﬁv:e
been found and mined.... Lack of capital, however, and transport,
have prevented a thorough exploitation of these treasures.....

Meanwhile, New Guinea enjoys the distinction of being the biggest
island on our planet and the most difficult to explore...In Dutch New
Guinez there are still traces of cannabalism and there are hundreds
of square miles that man has never seen...except by air...

Yes...this land of torrentisl rains and insufferable moisture is
our home now... The lightless tropical forest which has put its
dreadful stamp on the Nip and Allied armies is Ours...Men in the
Middle Fast say that the desert is frightening but this shimmering
dark forest is terrifying... It is so full of life that it has become
lifeless.., The struggle for existence must proceed quietly lest the
hunter himself becomes the hunted.,.. And so night and day and day
and night creation devours itself beneath the high roof of the listless
trees and the insufferable sun..., Thelmost harmless locking insect
has the most deadly sting... The most beautiful flower carries its

secret burden of poison....
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Try and talk of thess thimgs to an American or Austrailian
soldier and he will laugh at you... such is life.... Life is either
stark poverty or overwhelming abundance,.. There is no golden mean...
no compromise here....its a survival of the Pittest...and yet, as the
moon comes up at night and throws its beam on Port Moresby, this great
army of the United States sleep the sleep of men who deserve rest..
Their minds are as clear as their lungs with the abundance of night
air,,., and 15 miles from Port Moresby, on a heading of 44 degrees,
in the cradle of a rock-studied mountain, about 340 men of the 90th
Squadron are no excepbioN...s.

Feb 20- On Alert &t 6AM,.. a shipping alert...destroyers, a
eruiser and a transport sighted at Gasmata and Australian Beaufords
had gone in at them at dawn with torpedoes...the report came in at
11 AM that their attack was unsuccessful and for the 90th to go out
for the "kill".....it was to be a coordinated attack... 6 B-25
attack ships to follow in the wake of 7 B-17's...P-38!s overhead to
ward off Zeros....the following crews scheduled... #969 Maj Larner(P)
Lt Lee(CP), Sgt Richards(RG)(RAAF), Sgt Timberlake(G), It Clark(N)...
#419 Capt Wertz(P), It Castelli(CP), S/Sgt R.G. Rowland(UG), T/Sgt
Norton(RG), Lt Ricla(N)...#969 Lt Smallwcod(P), It Rosebush(CP),
S/8gt Fury(UG)... #981 Lt McCoun(P), F/Sgt Wilkinson(CP)(RAAF), 5/Sgt
J.W. Rowland(UG), Capt White(O)(AFI)...#482 It Howe (P), It Jones(CF),
Corp Newell(UG)....#442 Lt Moore(P), F/Sgt Stephens(CP)(RAAF), S/Sgt
Maupin(UG)...#793 Lt Solomon(P), Lt Rickord(CP), S/Sgt Patterson(UG)...

It Solomon and Lt Moore had to turn back for mechanieal diffieulties.,.
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1t Smallwood turned back 100 miles out of Gasmata with engine trcuble...
Before we go on let us realize that there were two destroyers, one
erusier and a 10,000 ton transport sighted at 11 AM in Gasmata Harbour,

It was not a case of "get the transport", as the warships were circling

it, thus, it was a job of getting the warships also by skip bombing...

To date, it had not been attempted in daylight in a medium bomber,

to say nothing of the new attack planes ’-cha.t we flew,...all the

pilots realized from the start that it was a "suicide" mission...but,

. there was the job.....to get on...Gasmata was sighted and _'l:-he flight
of now four ships...Major Larner, Wertz, McCoun and Howe...dropped
to 2000 and approached...switches on...guns charged...hearts beating
a little faster with anticipation..."Eternal Father! at whose word
the raging winds of heaven are calmj O to we steel-winged lads of the
90th afford Thy safety from all suiden harm., Be with us in the low'ring
sky, and be our pilot when we fly. Amen".......Gasmata was empty...

The ships were gone...two landing barges were sighted a mile off shore

. and Maj larner signaled for the attack....After 32 50 cal guns had
left their trail of destruction on these boats they were quite unser-
viceable... & second run was made on them...all the Japs that had
hitherto been alive on them were done away with on this last devas-
tating run...the results of the gun fire of these guns was terrific ...
Due to gas the ships turned back for Port Moresby...upon landing it
was found that 5th Bomber Command had tried all afterncon to contact
us and let us lnow that the destroyers had moved to a positiocn 25

miles due East of Gasmata prior to our arrivalscsecscsesansssnnsoss
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Feb 21- 90th on Alert for shipring at 5 AM but nil happenings
(as usval these days) sent the boys off on a two hour "Ready™...the
difference between the two is this: If you are on "Alert", you ars
ready to take off and bomb an objective within fifteen minutes,....

If on "Ready" you have two hours in which to get prepared to take off
for the objectives....

In the afterncon, 5th Bomb;ar Command sent several Ordinance men
over to take pictures of a trial bombing demonstration, in which new
Australian fuses were to be used in American Bombs....it was to be
skip bombing in the harbour on the old wreck.....Lt Reid flew the plane
with the Ordinance men aboard, wihile Lt McCoun was the Guinea Pig..

(n the second run over the targer, MeCoun's plane was hit by fragments

of the 300 pounder which went off too soon and he was withont his left
engine, and his right running rough.....he was unable to maintain
altitude so he salvoed the remaining bombs which exploded, amd still

be unable to maintain alt itude(he was at water level) a crash landing

was inevitable..,.he put it down, without injury to his crew, on a

reef 25 miles Northwest of Port Moresby....F/Sgt Wilkinson(RAAF) was
Co-Pilot, Lt Davis(of Ordinance) was a passenger, and Sgt McCarthy

(RAAF) was radio gunner....a crash boat arrived several hours later...
the plane was "Draft Dod',gsr"...Sgh Corbitt was crew chief, Pvt Lott(UG)...

At nigt;t. four Nip Betty Bombers came over and were greeted with
a paramount amount of A/A by our boys.....everyone ran for the slit
trenches (those that were already built) while the rest hid under such
saf;ety covers as tents, coats, eic.....the Nips unloaded at 14 Mile

Airdrome and the noise and the subsequent flashes were awe-inspiring...
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S/Sgt Flaherty, T/5gt Fleasant, S/Sgt Watters
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1t "Fatty" Ransom, in tumbling out of bed was bitten by a snzke.,..

Feb 22- Due toc the recent rains, and subsequent flooding of 1L
Mile Field, the 13th Squadron moved to our fielri ard set up their
Operations there,.... the P-38!'s also moved over....

At 9 PM there was a zjed alert, but no Nips came over.....

Feb 23- Recommendatiocns for the DFC and Air Medals being submitted
by Lt Head, Intelligence Officer...Sgt Smith, his aide-de-camp, working
night and day on them,......200 hours of combat mission equals a DFC...
100 hours eguals an Air Medal,......Only Sgts Timberlake, Pardue,

Hume, Perkins and Capt Red Johnson are in line for the DFC.....

Violent rainstorm in mid-afternconssss..

Feb 24- Nil happenings....work on the Mess Hall progressing,..
we need lumber to put the finishing touches on this enterprigecsiee..
1st Sgt Fortner and detail built a new and luxurious latrine....Lt
Jones, C., and §/Sgt Barker working on a 90th Sq crash boat down in
Port Moresby....the water tanks on the.nhill were moved down about
twenty yards to enable the water pumps to get water toc the tanks....

At night amid a storm of mosquitos, the Squadron sat it out to
the tune of Anne Shirley in "Little Miss" something or other....pretty
dreadful,..vhat we need are some movies to take our mind off the war...

Feb 25- On shipping alert encore une fois....but nil happenings. ..
many of the men agree that to sit it out all day on "Alert" is worse
than going on a mission,..the anticipation and suspense is none too

easy on the nerves....«.
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1 .

S/Sgt Butler, S/Sgt Champagne, Lt Randerson, Lt Helbert
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- L to R - Front Row - S/Sgt Wakem, -
S/Sgt Stratton, S/Szt Ryer, S/Sgt Robertson, Back Row -
S/Sgt Hume, Sgt Gordon, Cpl Bartlett, T/Sgt Stone, S/Sgt
Archibald, Sgt Sumner = - :

All thess men from Maine
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o A IAI‘I'_Y Hartline,..
"Willie" the Wallaby was the
90th mascot for a short spell
ess We say "short" because his
life came to an end guickly"
when an innocent soldier
accidently shot him thinking he
"aﬂ_ a Kangarm ht...‘..-ll
"Willie" was found, at the age
of 5 weeks, by Lt Rose who came
upon him in the viecinity of
Horn Island..... Rose tock him
to Port Moresby and fed him and
mursed him to health and he
became & friendly, agile,
Wallabyeeous
"Willie" at Charters Towers
could always be found puttering
‘ around in garhge hﬂ&pB.....-.
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Feb 26- Nip ships reported on the Nerthern end of New Britian...
so the 90th alerted in the afternoon...called off at 4 PM,...At night
the 90th Officers played the 13th in baseball,.,the 90th won to the
tune of 2-1....we won by vittue of four bases on balls and Criswell's
steady pitching...Major Larner banged himself out what locked like
a home run only to find that the ball was ruled foul by an umpire
enlisted from the 13th.....Bob.Reed, Johnny Clarke and Johmy Riloa
put on a good exhibition in the infield.i....

"The Man who came for Dinner" was the main attraction at night...
Betty .Da\ris and Monte Wooley,. .very entertaining,....

Capt "Doc" Gillmore racked off by Group and It Maguire joined us
in this plac€..esss

Feb 27= On alert for shipping from §:30 on...nil happenings....

At 3 PM, Capt Henebry led a four ship formatlon to a point '5
miles SW of Salamma for a straffing job....Lt Wonderly, Lt Hawkins
and Lt Sbisa flew on his wing....good practice but not much damage....

At night Engineering played Armament------scare...Engineering 7,

Armament 3.....the lineup....and the batting order....

ENGINEERING ARMAMENT
Brumbaugh c Maupin 2b
Pleasant (i Ashcroft sc
Flaherty rf Beals 1b
Simpson as Toma jko 3b
Greene sc Estep [
Eagle Zb Manning 88 -p
Campisi 3b Clark ss
Geryanic il ¢ Sudeith rf
Barham 1b McGill 1f
Griggs P Thempson 1f
Chapin ef
Carpenter P

DOUBLE PIAYS - Campisi-Eagle-Barham,..
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On top of plane = Sgt Wakem. Lower L to R Sgt Austin,
Sgt Beals, Sgt Asheroft

T/Sgt Anderson, T/Sgt Stone, T/Sgt Carpenter
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Front Row - L to R - 5/Sgt Archibald, 5/Sgt Sherman
Cpl Campisi
Back Row - Sgt Davidson, Lt Mandell, Maj Henebry
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Feb 28- Major Larner flew to the Dobudura Strip SW of Buna to

look it over.,the 90th will move its air echelon over in several days
to be ready for any shipping....this will enable the ships to be ready
garlier than if they had to fly over the Owen Stanley Rance with its
usual foul weather......thus,..a potent striking force poised at any-
time....to go most anyplace within 500 miles....Major Larner left

It Castelli at Doburdura to help the Engineers there on the ,j_ob of

| making revetments for the B-25'S...vs4e

. L of our ships put on a simulated coordinated attack on the

derelict ship in the harbour with B-17's, Beaufighters, P-38's and

other B-25's...the enemy was simulated by P-39's...looked OK and
spoke well for the future....

At night the Enlisted men played the 35th Fighter Group and won

17"10. sew
90th Bemb Sq Pos nits errors
Redic c 2 0 Redic and Simpson
Barton Zb i (0} played brilliantly
Sullivan 8s 1 0 on the defense while
. Gus 3b 0 0 the sparkling play of
Simpson sC 0 0 the geme was Simpson's
Kren P 0 0 beautiful catech of
Davis 1b 1 0 a line drive..ss.
Morrison 1r 0 0 Redic took top space
O!Neil rf 0 1 on the offensive with
Chase cf 1 0 two resounding hits...

mr 1St- oe ..HO-Hum...a new month- .hm\' time ﬂiesnoln
90th to go to Doburdura znd thus we are moving our Jeeps over
there.....six went by transport plane today with some ground personnel

to look after them....
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News at night of a 14 ship convoy coming down from Rabual...are
on the north coast of New Britian...all of Port Moresby alerted for
this shipping...the 90th working feverishly....guns loaded,..bombs
aboard...crews listed....silently, but efficiently, the 90th were at
their jobS.....

March 2- At 5 AM the following pilots and crews alerted..ssees
Maj Larner, Capt Henebry, Lts Launders, Beed; McCoun, McNutt, Hawe;
Chatt, Sbisa, and McKee.....and Hawkins.......by 11 AM the alert still
on...at lunch the news broke that the 90th would take off immediately .
for the Doburdura Strip to land and refuel and then hit the targst
near Finchaven,...at 1 PM the 90th ordered to stand by for further
Orders.......at 1:30 PM the orders were to bomb the convoy (of 6
destroyers and 8 transports) direct from Port Moresby....at 2 PM the
order was recinded due to bad weather...at 2:30 the order was to send
only leng range ships on the mission..,.at 3:00 the order read "mission
cancelled,..standby"...at 3:30 the entire alert called off.....
at this voint the men on alert were half mad with the anxiety and .
anticipation which follows a long alert and cconstant changes in orders...
it was found that B-17's had hit the target in mid-afterncon and had
claimed 3 merchant wvessels sunk or deméged badly..e..

"Green Hell" played at night with Douglas Fairbanks and Joan
Bennett....very good entertainment but it was &bout the South
American jungles and that only reminded us of New Guinea so no one
was very hapoy....

A cocl breeze and a southerly drizzle mede sleep delightful ap

night.....
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Lt. McNutt's crew L to Ru..... Back- Sgt Zalkus, Sgt J.A.
Carter(killed 12/5/42), Lt Bandy(transferred), Lt McNutt....
Front- Sgt Lee, Sgt Ayers(killed 12/5/42)

...Lt Keeler(killed 12/5/42) and Maj. Garrity "talking it over™
before a mission to Rabual,.. the mission failed due to insufficient
gas, bad weather, and engine trouble..... Capt Herbert, in the back-
gound(with manuscript in hand) was the 90th Intelligence Officer...
he was on Maj, Peterson's ship when it went down 11/24/42..cccscnns
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March 3dieesesssessds long as there is a 3d Bombardment Group,

this day, March the third will go down in everycne's memory as the

most decisive day of its history.......For on this day, the 90th

probably set a record that no squadron has achieved in any single

day of this war to date..sveess

The morning broke clear and c00l..ssss12 ships were zlerted,..an

early 6 AM breakfast of griddle cakes and coffee was had and then

the crews assembled at the Intelligence tent on the line......when

the men were &ll assembled, the roll was called by Captain Henebry...

thecrews for the Alert were listed thusly....

SHIP
969
978
980

b3
962
o8s
981
946
482
lh2
487
793

FTIOT

Maj Larner
It Smallwood
It Howe

Lt MgCoun
Cart Henebry
It Chatt

Lt McKee

Lt Sibsa

Lt McNutt

It Moore

It Reed

Lt Reid

CO=-FPILOT

Lt Hawkins

Lt Lockhart
Lt Jones

F/S Wilkinson(RAAF)

Lt Lee

F/O Carse(RAAF)
Lt Rosebush

F/S Guthrie(RAAF)
Lt Randerson

F/S Stephens(RAAF)

P/0 Johneco (RAAF)
F/S Langley(RAAF)

FADIU GUNNER

Sgt Richards (RAAF)

F/0 Elewitt(RAAF)
Sgt Burch

Sgt. Byrkett

Sgt. McKinney

Sgt Butler

Sgt Rowland, J.

Sgt McDonald (RAAF)

Sgt Sampson
Sgt Thompson
Sgt Malito

Sgt McCarthy(RAAF)

UFFER _GUNNER

gt Timberlake

Sgt Martin
Sgt Axt

Sgt Clark
Sgt Epperson
Sgt Swain
Sgt Estep
Sgt Harrell
Corp Newell

Lt Patterson .

At T7:L5 the order of attack and general intelligence was given.....

the dope....a twelve ship convoy was just of{ Finghaven on a heading of 200

degrees, ., ,obviously heading for Lae or Salamua.,..there were 6-8 de=

stroyers and cmi&rs znd the rest were transports of 5000 to 10000

TONS s s os

.the
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order of attack was then given to all combat personnel,....to wit: 27

B-17's would lezd the attack from 5-7 thousand feetj follew=d by a
Squadron of B-25's from the 38th Group; foltowed by the léth'ngadron
of B-25's; followed by another Squadron of B-25's of the 38th Group;
followed by the 90th Skip Bombing B-25's; followed by Beaughfighters;
followed by A-20's,.,..and protected overhead by a minimum of 35 P-38's,
and ample coverage of P-40's and P-39's.....all in all, 120 planes of
various?description and sizes were in on this coordinated atteck.....
The deadline was 8:15 AM.....the engines started turning overi......
Cape Hh?d Hunt.was the rendezvous for all planes....at 9:15 all the
bombers assembled there at 7000 feet...,....the designation for radio
purposes, ?f the Bombers were '"Peanuts", the pursuit was "POp-Corn"..;;.
Heard over the radio at Cape Ward Hunt,...."Peanuts to Pop-corn", we
are here, lets get going to target....Go Ahead".........The repiy....
"Pop-corn to Peanuts...Okay boys, hang on to your pants...we sti}l are
minus & few Pop—-COrMaeessosees OkaYs.0kay.... 1 see them coming...l see
them coming....its Okay....its Okay....give 'em hell Peanuts....we'll
see you are left alone...e:Meessions

72 Bombers with a pproximately 50 pursuit coverage overhead started
on a heading of 35 degrees from Cape Ward Hunt towards the Convoy....
ten minutes later over the radioc..."There they are boys....there they
are boys......there are thousands of them..,..0 Boy,...0! Boyl..."

Major Larner and his flight of eleven ships were just getting within
sighting distance of the convoy....his ships were in a echelon of V..
five minutes from the target he threw his flights into an echelon....

directly ahead big splashes on the water showed the P-38's dropping their
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belly tanks...they'd run into Nip Pursuit covering the convoy,....

Suddenly, after several minutes of fast descent, the 90th broke
out of some puffy Cumulus Clouds and the convoy sat directly ahead at
a distance of some 5 miles....Major Larner pelled off and gave the
signal for the rest of the planes to follow suit.....Smallwood, Howe,
and McCoun kept on Major Larner's wing until over the radio came:

"Damn it! Get the hell off my wing and get your own boat!"....the
Major was heading for a cruiser at this point.....

From then on for a half an hour choas reigned for the Sons of .
Nippon.....A panorama of bursting shells, diving planes, expleding bombs
ships dog fighting, an occasional burning and planes falling intc the ocean
and veritable hell broke loose,....

One sees such things on Calendars back in the United States, but
one deoes not ever expect to be witness and a part of such an event....

It was a B-25-Cl day,...there was no doubt,,..each plane in the 90th
scored a direct hit on some boat,...several scored hits on as much as
three boatsS.... .

{L play by Play description.....Major Larner pelled off at a Cruiser,...
he scored one near miss and 1 direct hit and the ship was seen to roll :
over on its side,,.he scored 1 direct hit on a 4000-5000 ton transport
and it burst into flames... He scored 1 bomb off the stern of a destroyer
and strafed its deckS....

Capt Henebry picked a 5-8000 ton trensport and dropped a 500 pound
5 second delay bomb on its water line...on a second run he had a miss
of 15 feet.....the ship was burning violently as he came in and strafed

b & AR
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1t Reid peeled off on & transport and scored 1 direct hit and 1

near riss.....He strafed 3 ships together anml observed black smoke coming

‘

from all three shipS.ea..

Lt McKee scored 2 direct hits on a 5000 ton transport..cne in bow
and one in the gun position in the stern....it seemed to blow up, and
then stopped its forward movement, . he expended 2000 rounds of 50 calibre
ammunition in strafinge....

Capt .Chatt scored 2 direct hits and 2 near misses on a large

. destroyer or small cruiser...Superstructure entirely blown away...ship

made 90 degree turn and stopped immediately...large amount of black
smoke coming from it.....

Lt Howe dropped 2 five hundred pounders on i large trans port with
results unobserved...he dropped two more bombs on a 3-5000 ton transport
and the ship was observed to blow up in the middle,,..left in a probable
sinking condition..ae...

Lt MeCoun peeled off onto a BOOO ton transport gutted with fully-

. laden soldiers in jungle equipment,,..he laid 1 hit at the waterline
and another in the middle of the ship...the third bemb feld over...the
ship burst into flames and large columns of smoke poured from it...left
in sinking condition.

Lt McNutt picked a large destroyer or cruiser and laid two direct
hits on its deck,..smoke rose to 1500 feet as a result of the fire that
started there....on & second run McNutt strafed it and the ship appeared
gutted little or no wake left.......

Lt Moore scored 2 direct hits on a 5000 ton transpert..left it
rocking violently...his strafing vas most effective and it knocked

cut all defensive fire power....probably sinking as a cruiser pulled
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alongside.....

Lt Reed scored two direct hits amidships of a 8000 ton transport
and was left burning violently....strafed two destroyers with 2000
round of 50 calibre ammunition,....

Lt Sibsa picked a 5000 ton trensport and went in with all eight
50's firing...he swept the decks ard as he passed over the ship, his
intervolometer failedto work and his bombs did not fall,....

Lt Smallwood scored two direct hits on a 5000 ton transport and
it was seen to be listing as he made a second run and strafed its decks... .
He picked up a great deal of ack-ack from a nearby destroyer on this
run and his hydranlic system was knocked out and necessitated crash
landing at 7 Mile Field,...Sgt Martine, upper gunner was killed in the
landing and Lt Smallwood, Lt Lockhzrt, and F/O Blewitt(RAAF) were injured.

All in all it was a glorious morning,..as the 90th left the ships,
as far as the eye could reach, burning vessels were in the focus Roint..
It did not s eem pessible that so much damage could be done by so few
men.....cn this raid, 15,000 Japs lost their lives and 11 ships ﬁere .
definitely sunk...the damage was inflicted by no more than 300-400
Air Corps meN,es...es

A B-17 thzt was shot down by ack-ack lost all of its crew when
they parachuted and were strafed by Nip Zero pilots....Suffice it to
say that 30 Zeros were shot down in this engagement...we lost 3 P-38's,..

A Zero got on Major Lerner's tail on his way home but Sgt Timberlake
scaz_'_ed him off....

The armada of allied planes that came to the convoy in formation,
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BISMIRCE SEA

March 4, 1943

Burning ships everywhere

Shot taken from Lt McOoun's 71: = Bomb fell over target -
"Later sunk by the 90th
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A 5000 ton transport vitally hit amidships

Destroyer off Cape War
90th

- Hunt - Sunk by the

LE R R
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:Pha.mpleta dropped on natives near Madang - It tells
them to go inland and stop helping the Japs or we
will be compellsd to destroy their villages.

+» "Spafu" Taking off on March 3, 1843 prior to
Bismarck Sea Battle - Lt Reed piloting...
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Cargo vessel sunk by 90th
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."

The 90th sinks an 8000 ton "transport jarmed with Japs
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,Bismarck Sea March 4, 1943

Jap destroyer - Notice Japs crouched in A/A nest and along
side of ship

174
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Wing Commander Brian "Black Jack" Walkez;; DSO -
leader of 30th Sq RAAF

. Cargo ship settling in Bismarck Sea battle
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TO ALL BOMB GROUPS AND S OPS GROUP . ° . s

v L2y .I"_‘ -
BC'2756 . ki
CONGRATULATIONS ON THE STUPENDOUS SUCCESS. N

ALR
SUME 1MPURIANL HISIUKY LIv iHE PASI InKLEL LA PUW'-R HAS Ulul'z‘z.ﬂ

GANG THATI AM 50 PRUUD OF THEM I AM ABOUT TébﬁxéﬁL: :"ﬁizml'l’ ik

SIGNED:  KENNEY *

PLEASE EXTEND 79® TO ALL RANKS MY GRATITUDE AND FELI
) 100 T CITATIONS' tm
- THE MAGRIFICENI VICIURY WH1CH HAS BEEN A
TO GO DOWN IN HISTORY AS ONE OF THe mblcuu_vw. e L)

COMPLETE AND ANNIHLLATING
COMBAIS OF ALL TIMES. MY PRIDE A
iy ND SATISFACI'ION IN YOU'ALL 1S

SIGNEDS MACARTHUR

— o we

1w i UPs uPy ‘tSuu, 901n, 381?1, SKL BUIB WRUUFS
pL 2706 : 3
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t UN A JUB WLLL Wik e
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0 . AN " o }
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.merican Medium Bombers.

~ 'Had An Asfoundmg
Field Day in Battle

(P. A, RAYNER‘S Convoy Story Continued from PI 1.)

Much of the success of the day's operations against the Jap.
convoy resulted from the North A merican medium hombers.

It was an astounding field day for them.

While the Fortresses stayed high |seemed to blow uplﬂﬂi!h!pl. mnnnm-ueum?t doin Ebn, o
North Americsn mediums in smk]ns condition. ew Orleans: trafed

et ot e e | Pirst. Licutenant. Gordon MeCous,[calibre. shells

of the

New York CHy: Two direct hits $

3 rst-Lleutenant of

s & drive tu 8 taant Delghe ?,‘;,f'.ﬁ“’“ sricaery It m-?&m direts. hits on 3000-ton
and play hell with most of the |" Firs. hnmlbn.ldlld(nl.ol g

it plane Todch e ) umd:m?“ Sl Bt vod oot

lan d of{deck o ar i o

ml-k}rieorlsu?\maﬂcngy :gadh:m bomber| Heavy dark smoke rising to 500 feel |near mhumrmgnmmd.

unit as each reported back to the| Second:-Lieutenant Keith MeKee,|{men rolling sidewise, e direct

base: zl’l‘llﬁzll. Seuth, Daketa: Twyp Mw‘b. - transport.

Captain Robert Chatt, of Nebras-| “Eith 318 P8 W Resd, ol Evely Do R vtioon ot

"“N"dm“‘""""‘g“"mm Point, N na:  Ooe{one gobat tand:.tl‘emt

stroyer.  Superstructurs tirely L hn
e awes. dire l"l.t 3 to 5.000-ton RM! Chﬂ i

Second-Lirutenant Charles Howe,| First-Lieuienant Rebert Bnd. of | been promoted from first-lieutenant
of Ventura, California: Two bombs|Decornh, Iown: Twe direct' ' hits|the same day and he certainly
drupped on large transport Ome hit nmid.shipl 3,000-ton mnqon‘l justified his lift-up.
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for the most part, returned individually....The Allies had complete
control of the &irisss..

Returning to their various airdromes, more danger was encountered
as the planes all came in and landed in opposite directioms....but, in
the last analysis, no damage was sustained therein.....

The Alert was still on and all ships were relcaded with bombs
and ammunition and prepared for another mission on the ships that were
still afloat....

The schedule was lined up thusly:

PLANE PILOT CO-PIIQT GUNNERS

969 Maj Larner It Moore Richards (RAAF) Timberlake
980 Lt Howe Lt Jénes Burth Rowland, R.G,
443 Lt Mchutt Lt Randerson Byrkett Clark

988 Lt Wonderly It Miller Butler Swain

962 Capt Henebry It lee MeKinney Epperscn
981 Lt Launder Lt Prycr Rowland J. Estep

9L6 Lt Solomon F/S Maclelland (RAAF) McDondld(RAAF) Harrell
LB7 Lt Hawkins Lt Rickord Malito Boggs

L2 Lt Criswell Lt Paine Thompson Maupin

793 Lt Fisher F/S Stephens(RAAF)  McCarthy(RAAF) Patterson{

The takeoff was at 1300L,,..rendez-vous with B-17's, A-20's, Beau-
fighters and Pursuit at Cape Ward Hunt...due to bad weather over the
mountains and poor visibility, Lt Wonderly and Lt lLaunder couldn't find
their flights and returned to the field..ss.

The remainder of the 90th went to the target behind the B-17's.....
it was not as well-coordinated as the morning attack.,e.ee..

4 cargo vessels that were burning and a destroyer and a cruiser were
observed 50 miles SE of lae,...15-25 Zeros hovered overhead,......

The 90th peeled off as they did in the morning attack...Lt Hawkins
scored two direct hits on a destroyer and saw it settle in the water.

Lt Solomon hit the cruiser and cbserved viclent smoke comimg from it....
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Numerous strafing attacks followed the bombing.....survivors in the
in the water were churmed up in the f;re that emmitted from the 8-50's....
Japs in full battle array,Japs in the uniform of the navy, and marines,
all clung to life boats and to wreckage,...all planes in the attack
went down to the water and strafed the survivors until ammunition was
expended completely.,...Lt Howe was attacked by three Zeros but Burch
scared ther off.....Major Larner was also attacked in a similar fashion...
Timberlake saved the day there....
When the battlé area was left, all ships were sinking or in a defi-
‘nite state of sinking,....due to high clouds over the Owen Stanley Range,
the 90th landed at Doburdura.....there they spent the night....Lt Castelli,
whom Major had left there several days previcusly. greeted the boys in
his jeep....."Joe" looked like he had beer thru the jungles on his knees.,.
he was loaded down with three suns and looked like he meant business to
any of the Japs who were reputed 55 be in the "push" nearbyeeeeces.
Undovbtedly, this was history for the 90th.....they had claimed
damage to 16 ships with 8 stips listed as "sunk by the $0th".....that
night General MacArthur, General Ramey and General Whitehead all sent
in their congradulations to the 90th for their glorious job in the
biggest upset the Nips have suffered to date in the ScuthWest Pacific
Area. .eess
In the evening, It Chatt received his promotion to Captain while
It Ingram, Lt Fisher, Lt Mclellan and Lt McCoun were promoted to lst Its,...
Late that night the news of the battle came from San Francisco....
This days' fracus will go down in history as "The Battle of the Bismarck

m"...ll'..
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March 4- On alert at 8 AM,.....nothing happened until 10 AM when
four ships were sighted but later proved to be barges.....Alert removed
and we were then put on a two hour readiness....
At 1:30 we were ordered out.,...the following erewS..seo.
SHIP PIIOT CO-PIIOTS ‘GUNNERS
969 Maj Larner 1t Miller Sgt Richards(RAAF) S/8gt Timberlake
980 Lt Howe Lt Jones Cpl Burch - ' 8/Sgt Axt
LL9 Lt Solomon Lt Rosebush S/5gt Dickenson T/3gt Norton
962 Capt Henebry Lt Lee S/Sgt McKinney 8/Sgt Epperson
981 Lt Launder It Pryor S/Sgt Rowland,JW 8/Sgt Estep
088 Lt MeCoun 3/Sgt Barnes S/Sgt Rowland ,RG 5/Sgt Swain
487 Lt Hawkins Lt Rickord S/Sgt Malito Pvt Boggs
. L2 Lt Criswell Lt Paine S/8gt Thompson S/Sgt Maupin
946 Lt Sbisa P/Sgt Guthrie(RAAF)Sgt McDonald(RAAF) Sgt Harrell

McCoun's Co-Pilot didn't arrive in time so 5/Sgt Barnes, Crew Chief

flew as Co~Pilot.,.....the mission was te be this: to wit, numerous

survivors of the Battle of the Bismark Sea were making to shore from

the wrecks they scuttled.....the 90th with pursuit protection(P-40's)
were to split into three flights of 3 planes and patrol the area SE of
Lae and to destroy anything afloat.,...Hawkins' flight SW of lae ranl
into nil except some barges which.were strafed.....Major Larner and his
flight of Howe and Solomon came upon a crippled Jap destroyer 50 miles
East of Cape Ward Hunt....it was scuttled and Japs in full jungle mniform
were clinging to lifeboats and wreckage,...bread; tin drums, lifevests,
and clothing were scattered in the water...some 300-400 Japs were trying
to make towards shore...Major larner peeled off and with Howe and Selomon
on his tail, they bc;mbed and strafed the destroyer and then polished

off as many of the survivors as possible....thér Larner soon after
called Capt Hgnebry to leave his search area and come over and join the

fun, ... With McCoun and Launder on his wing, Henebry arrived to find all
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the P-40 pursuit coverage playing a round robin game of strafing on the
rapidly sinking destroyer....Henebry and Flight went in and gave it a
last touch....The remaining survivors in the water were killed.....

Gigantic sharks, which hovered around the survivors, made criss-cross
patterns in the sea as they darted in and out of the wreckage.....Maj
Larner zoomed down on a piece of wreckage with about 15 Nip Marines on
it..they jumped into the water...numerous fins were seen to flash towards
that point and they all climbed aboard again...Major Larner saw his job
and did it.....Lt Howe came upon & Nip infantrymen swimming the breast- .
stroke and came in on him only to find that he was out of ammunition...
Lt Launders made a beautiful skip borbing run on the destroyer only to
bave the bomb skid against the hull and go off 100 feet to the front.
Lt Solomon made the most beautiful run' of the day...he came in from the
stern and eaught it on the tail end...it lifted the boat out of ths water
and from then on it sank rapidly.....u=t 4:15 Major Larner gave the order
to "Go Home"......an extremely successful rission and it kept the Jap
from landing about 400 Marines and shoeck troops on the Papuan Coast.,... .

That evening the boys all saw "Born to Dance" with several non-
descript charactors occupying the limelicht....,Don O'Rourke and Lt Arter
returned from Brisbane today.seoas

Mar 5- Delightful to get up late and have no alert....the boys
all spent the morning cleaning their equipment -and hashing over the fight
that they had just came through with flying colors....The redic is full
of reports on this "Battle of the Bismarck Sea'....the redium bombers

seem to be occcupying the limelight for a change.,...the B-25-C-1 leads
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them all in this new campaign of publicity thst is ensuing from the States

by the hour,... We all are mighty hapry about this in the Squadron...

We are all even more happy, if possible, about the great leadership that
we had from our flight leaders during the past few wecks, and this
grea;(. battle in particular......

At Maj Larner's suggestion and Lt Valusek's nod, the tail cameras
now will be operated by the upper gunner by means of a toggle switeh
next to the turret.cseees..

At night, the Officers were on the ball field ready for a game
with the 13th, but they never showed up.....probably ashamed of the last
MASSACT S, s sases

Mar 6- Rumors floating in wit:h the wind that the 90th might move
to Debedura for goodsse..

Officers played the 13th at riight and won 3-2 behind the excellent
pitehing of Criswell....a nine inning g=me, and probably the most ex-
citing goume played to date.....Smith, pitching for the 13th kept us
fairly quiet offensively umtil the fifth frame when Howe hit a homer
to break the deadlock.

"Charter Pilot" with Lolyd Nolan played for us at night and was
pretiy gruesome., ...«

Dieck Launder was promoted to Captain today.......

Mar 7- Maj Larner and Lt McCoun went south in #980 with Riola
navigating.....Sgt Tucker went as crew chief,....

Mar 8- Quiet day with nil activityeessees

Mar 9- The same as the Bth.ceesss
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Mar 10- Looks mighty good for the Allies in the Middle East.....
Rormmel is showing his heels now and it won't be long......

Mar 11- General Sutherland and General Kenney, special envoy of
General MacArthur to the White House are batting their heads against a
brick wall.....they are trying to sell them the idea that we need more
men and planes in the SouthWest Area.......

Mar 12- News that Maj Larner talked over NEC to the United States
on the Bismarck Sea Battle...was broadecast . from Sydney,....He also
appeared in the newsreels as did McCoun..seass .

Mar 13- Very little activity out of Port Moresby today.....very
few planes in the air.....perhaps tefore long we shall get aluﬁ.saion....

Mar l4- Lt Robinson and Lt Queen joined the 90th today....the former
will be the Assistant Adjutant while the latter will be head of Special
Services...e..

Mar 15- Lt Mandell and Lt Byron joined us today...the former will
be Assistant Operations Officer while the latter will be assistant
Intelligence under Lt Head..s.s. .

Mar 16~ Nil activity.....

Mar 17- Nil activityesee.s

Mar 18- Nil activity.....

Mar 19- At noon mess rumors of a mission cireulated....Captain
Henebry would neot say anything and we were a2ll in the dark...a meeting
at the line at 1:30....Lt Commander Menucci, USN, briefed us on sub-
marines,......at 2:30 a list was posted of 6 ships to take off for

Debodura to awaiz an early evening missicn from there€.....ess
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PILOT CO-PILOT GUNNER GUNNER Lt Com Menucci(0)
962 Capt Henebry Lt Lee 8/5 McKimney Sgt Harrell, H.
884 Lt Howe 1t Jones Sgt Hume Sgt McCarthy Capt White(O)
969 Lt MacLellan Lt Rosebush Sgt Richards Sgt Timberlake Lt Clarke(N)
088 Capt Chatt F/0 Carse(RAAF) Pvt Butler Cpl Newell It Ransom(N)
946 Lt Ingram It Miller Sgt McDonald(RAAF) Cpl Carter
449 Lt Hughes Lt Weeks Pvt Lott S/S Dickinson Lt Head (Int)
732 Lt Reed P/0 Johnce(RAAF) S/8 Tabor 8/S Sucker

The boys arrived at Debodura and spent the afternoon swinming and
having a good lock at what had been a Japanese stronghold two months ago...
At 5:30 the crews were briefed by Capt Henebry and It Commander Menucci.....
. The target was a large submarine that was sui)posed to unload suprlies
at Lae around sundown...this news had been deciphered by our men at Port
Moresby....We took off at 6:45 just as the sun was setting behind the
Owen Stanley Range.....Henebry led the first flight of Howe ard MacLellan...
Chat led the second element of Ingram,..."Snuffy" Hughes did not get off
due to engine trouble,...Capt Henebry had to slow his formation down &s
it looked a3 though he might get to Lae too early.....Near Salamua the
two flights swept inland and came down on the trees.,..they flew this
. way until they were about 5 miles South of Lae when they swung out onto
the water and flew up the coastline.....appraocching Lag, a rocket was
shot into the sky(this was the Jap's air raid warning).....2000 yards
from Lae, on a heading of 90 degrees, the 5 ghips came in abreast....
airspeed 250 mph....suddenly the rising moon outlined a gigantic submarine
tied up against the Lae dock...at the end of the rinway.....Henebry,
Howe and Meclellan who were heading over the sub let go with their guns...
from the runway and from the flanking hills intense ard accurate ack ack
wes fired by the Nips...at about 100 yards the co-pilots began to toggle

the bombs loocse....ll bombs hit directly while cne went over. ..the

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQO12958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

Lt Ingram's crev... L to R... ltt. "Shorty" Helbert, Lt Ingram, Sgt

_ Roland, J, Sgt Evers, T.D., Li Thompson, Sgt Chesson,.... On this
trip north, Lt Ingram suffered 1l shraprel holes in his wings after
bombing a Jap convoy off Gasmate; got two wing tips, and was stuck
once in the mud at 17 Mile Field.., Was crew chief Sgt Chesson sore!!

Pyt See, Sgt Anderson, Sgt Barford, Sgt Pleasant, Sgt Neal,...
Bombardier and Bomb-sight maintenance collaberation is an

essential in the combat zone,..,, Sgt Neal, senior bombardier,
was killed 11/24/42,
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explosion was terrific and for a mement Henebry and Howe thought their
plane was out of control...,..The onsuing fire lit up the wrick at Malahang....
MacLellan's ship suffered a direct hit from light calibre ack ack and Sgt
Timberlake was killed instantly,....On this run Captain Chatt was unable
to fly over the submarine so after Henebry's flight had passed by, Chatt
swung over and made another run,...Ingram followed closely on his wing...
aceing that the submarine had exploded and sunk, Chatt made a run over
some dispersal area and dropped his bombs,....Ingram did likewise....
There were many near misses with ack ack, but miraculously none took
effect.....Henebry, Chatt and Maclellon made it back over the mountzins

to 17 Mile Field.....Ingram and Howe landed at Dobodura.....Howe tried

to get home but went into a dense cloud formztion which put him into a
violent spin and he was able to bring his ship out after losing 8 thousand
feet and hitting an airspeed of 450 mph,..his excape hatch flew off and
it had Captain John White, Observer, abit worried for a moment or two...
Sgt Hume in the upper turret said he could feel water dripping on him
. from the rear of the plane..... :

Mar 20- Capt Denniston, Capt Henebry, Lt Solomm, Lt Pryor, and
It Lee left for leave in MacKayieeeass

Sgt Timberlake was buried with full military honors,...Timberlake
is one of the old 90th boys.....patriotic...courageous..., «,, s e-++
visensessesdevoted to duty.....Cpl. B;rron Edgett of the 90th writes the
following in tribute to this great scldier..... "Well, Tim is gone. He
went out in the manner reserved for heroes; the way Americans have bee;'l
going out since early colonists set foot on the shores of North America,

and began to hew a nation out of a hostile shore.
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He enlisted in the Air Corps in September of 1939 at Fort Benning,
Georgia, and tock his recruit training in the 6th Air Base Squadron,
Barksdale Field, La. He was then assigned to Hg. and Hq. Sqd., 17th
Bomb Group, and the 89th and the 90th.

At the time of his death he had been in overseas service just short
of 14 months, had participated in 65 missions accumulating 240 hours of
combzt time and 300 hours flying time.

On Oct 12 last, he was awarded the Silver Star for gsllantry in .
action.,Sgt Timberlake was bombardier in an aircraft on a bombing mission
in New Guinea., This aircraft acted as decoy in a co-ordinated effort,
and intentionally provoked interception so enemy fighters could be led
away thus allowing a secand flight of bombers to made an uninterrupted
bombing run on the target.

The formation was attacked by 10 Zeros and during the engagement,
which lasted for 20 minutes, his plane was damaged by enemy fire and
was unable to keep.up with the rest of the formation,

However, the alertness and accurate fire of Sgt Timberlake and the .
entire crew resulted in one of the enemy fighters being shot down. This
soldier displayed great courage and skill while he was under fire.

When the 90th modified its planes, Tim asked to beccme an up;;erl
gurner, His request was granted and he participated in several hist.ar'y
making actions in that capacity.

Recently Timberlake saw an opportunity to better himself by tirans-
ferring to heavy bombardment. His application was approved and he
expressed the opinion that the mission o\f Mzrch 19th would be his last
for the 90th Squadron.
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It was. But his name is linked with American history., When he
went, he was at his post, both guns blazing. We'll wege that Tim helped
make a lot of Nip slips that éay.

We grieve with his family in their loss but knowing him has been
our gain, Many a day will pass before we forget Tim with lis soft,
Soﬁthern drawl, his easy smile and cheerful greeting, his heart as big
as a B-24...Happy Hunting, Buddyl"

March 21- Many new promotions were effective as of this date, although
the list was not posted until later......

The following men were promoted to Technical Sergeant...S/Sgt Sherm;n,
S/Sgt Thompson, S/Sgt Chesson, 3/Sgt Nealy, S/Sgt Barford, S/Sgt Harper,
S/Sgt Eagle, S/Sgt Barnes, S/Sgt Lee, S/Sgt Hall, S/Sgt Green and 5/Sgt
Swaine.sass

The following men were appointed Sergeant.,.Cpl Satterberg, Cpl
Smoct, Cpl Gillmer, Cpl Duffalo, Pvt Lel Moser, Pvt Boggs, Cpl Barnmes,

Cpl Munn, Cpl Fecitt, Cpl Beals, Pvt lcl Garber, Pvt lcl Chase, Pvt Divers...

Mar 22- Nil activity....

Mar 23 -~ A six ship formation attacked and strafed the Mouth of
the Labu Lagoon where landing barges had been reported...Major Larner
led the ships in #884....Behind him were the following officers with
their crews..... #443 Lt Hughes, #449 Lt Maclellon, #088 Capt Chatt,

#9L6 Lt Hawkins, #487 It Ingram....14500 rounds of 50 calibre ammunition
was expended with nil results observed due to the dense forests that
flanked the lagoon....Maj Larner then led his ships to Nadzap where all

houses visible were strafed.....N1l Pesults observed.s.ssecesssaceass
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Mar 2‘]- m aU'tiVity..... .

Mar 25- Nil activity.eess.s

Mar 26- All ships without long range gas tanks will have a three-
hundred gallon tank installed in the position that the lower turret used
t0 OCCUPY,.s++88 8 result the sheet metal boys were hard at work under
Sgt Aubrey trying to get chia job done as quickI¥as possible...A I2L~
hour mzintenance was set up immediately....It was a tough job and the

. sheet metal men deserve alot of -credit for the way they tackled the job,

At 11 PM It Valusek was suddenly called to the phone and ordered

to get all ships ready for a morning mission.....at this point all

ships had been "taken ocut" for the tank installation,....the ships were

immediately prepared for a morning mission...bombs loaded and all guns
loaded with 50 calibre ammunition.....four hours later the call came
thru to Lt Valusek that it was a gross error...te disregard the order
and prepare the ships for the tank installations.....At this point Lt
Valusek, Sgt Caruzzi and the boys were stark, raving mad,....but by
daylight the sheet metal work was in full progress and the storm had
passedessas

Mar 27- Six ships sent to Debedura for the makings of a night mission
to lae,....A submarine was reported to be on its way to Lae to unload
supplies to the garrison there..... The following planes and crews

made the trip to Dobecdura......

PILOT CO-PILOT GUNNER GUNNER ENGINEER
969 Maj Larner Lt Castelli Sgt Moore Sgt Richards Cpl Fecitt Lt Arter(N)
884 Lt Hughes Lt Weeks Sgt. Norten Pfc Byrkett Sgt Nealy
980 It Hawkins It Rickord Sgt Axt Sgt Thompson Sgt Eagle
YB1- Capt launder P.0 Carse Sgt Bstep Sgt Rowland, J Sgt Harper Lt Hansom(N)
9L6 Lt Sbisa  F/S Guthrie Cpl Carter Sgt McDomald Sgt Green

43T Lt Reed . F/8 MacLellan Sgt Powers Sgt McKimmey  Sgt Thompson, J.5.
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Lt John Valusek, Engineering
W'l s 6 '?1: tem np' :Ohnll’
cams to us at Savannah and hae
besn with us ainee...'!ogether
with his engineering boys, he
set up a long 1lst of fine
achievements in the squadron..

Lt Short... "Big Wheel" down

in the Armamants Department.
CGuns, bolts, recoil levers,
belt feed pawls, all these were
”SHGrty'B" ﬂ'lp!ﬂlﬂll_fu-uu- [
and he knew his job well and
went about his work in a quiet,
Offiomt mrudogo-c.l
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Lt Weeks (missing in action 3/27/43), Lt Bughes, S/Sgt Clark,
S/Sgt Byrkett
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spirit there and it speaks well for the Squadron.....
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April 1- Fourteen ships alerted after breakfast...."Chuck" Howe

PILOT CO-PIIOT

Maj Larner Lt Castelli
Lt Reed P.0 Johnce

Lt Howe F/S Callaghan
Lt McCoun F/S Wilkinsaon
Capt Launder F/S Guthrie
It Reid F/S langley
1t Bridges F/S Maclellan
Capt Chatt F/O Carse

Lt Fisher F/S Stephens
It Hawkins It Rickord

Lt McKee Lt Jonss

Lt Ingram F/S Stibbard

Lt Wonderly Lt Miller

GUNNER «GUNNER

Sgt Richards S/S Moore

5/8 Powers

S/5 Dickinson T/S leftin
Sgt McCarthy S/S Crevisier
S/S Rowland §/S Fury
Sgt Monck  8/S Clark
Sgt MacDonald S/S Carter
S/S Butler S/S Peet

Pfc Byrnes S/S Taber
S/S Sampson §/S Newell
S/8 McKirmey T/S Pardue
5/8 Malite Sgt Boggs
$/3 Thompson 5/3 Maupin

wasn't on the list so he raised such a fuss that acting Operations Officer,
Captain Chatt, finally let him go to keep him quiet......The following

ships flew to Dobodura to gas up and wait for the mission to breake.. .

ENGINEER

Sgb Fecitt
8/S Thompson
T/3 Chesson
S/S Humphries
8/5 Perkins
T/S Lee.

T/S Green
T/S Barnes
T/S Bumgardner
T/8 Barford
Szt Moser
Sgt Greens
8gt Landers

Lt Head (Int), S/S Harper(E), and Pfc Koplan also made the trip to

Dobodura..lt Wonderly and Lt Ingram were "extra ships"sto proceed on the

mission in the case of engine failure ete on the part of any regularly

. schieduled ship.iessssesess

The boys all went for a dip in the stream that flanks the NW end

of the Fighter Strip.....Dobodura is a spot of enchantment..no mosguitos,

a4 fresh breeze from the ocear, and the ever prevalent excitement that

lies with being stationed so near the so-czlled "Front Lines"....

.rules

such as "Par 15- a) no mn will go out of the camp area without the

company of at least two men, and under no circumstances will any man be

without firearms,.." etes....Pvt Higby and some of the other boys stationed

there in the advanced echelon are really having a time for themselves...

They all lock like they have been dragged through a mud puddle, but they
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"Black Jack" Waller (RAAF), Major larner

Swimming in Dobadura
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all have jeeps to rum about in....everything is so well dispersed that
transportation is needed under all cccassions.....

At 3:30 PM the mission broke....the dope: A "Tokyo Express"
(Warships) was en route towards Lae,,.They were supposed to have left
Kavieng at about 1:30 PM.. Cur job was to intercept them about 200 miles
SW of Kavieng, and in collaboration with Beaufighters, B-17's and B-24's
sink them all a la Bismarck Sea Battle,....Major Larner briefed the lads
before takeoff and told us that there would be no pursuit protection,

. but to put it in his words, "A-25-C-1 can outrun any Zero anyways"....
Wing Commander "Black Jack” Walker, head of the RAAF Beaufighter outfit,
and 2 lerend among all fliers, was also on hand for the briefing.....

By 3:15 the B-17's and the B-24's passed over the field and the 90th

took to the air.....we were to strike the convoy in the falling hours
of dusk and subsequently the lights at Ore Bay were to be turned on for
us so we could find our way bacK.sssass

At 4:35 the various flights had passed NW of Arawe, New Britian

. and were on course.....ouddenly a message was received that ordered the

B-25's and Beaufighters back to Dobedura immediately.....no one knew why,
but the mission was called back.....The B-17's and B-24's continued on
to the target....e.e ,

Back at Dobordura, the boys ate a supper of Bully/Beéf potatoes,
rice and hot coffee.....Charlie Chan in "Murder in New York" was the
current entertainment and shortly thereafter the 90th was fast aslesp..

April 2- Up at 6:30 and told to proceed back to Port Moresby immedi-

ately...Captain Chatt with engine trowle; and Maj Larner, Lt Ingram

193
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and Lt Reed did not get off as soon as the rest and as a result were

there to get the message that we were on the alert again,....All ships
with the exception of It Howe and Lt MeCoun and Captain Launder returned
to Dobordura...,.nothing came of this alert and they were back the next
day at Port Moresby......

Capt Henebry arrived from Brisbane with "The Bat Jr.", the much
heralded B-25 with a 20 mm, cannon and two new engines....the envy of
8ll.s4044..0apt Denniston, It Pryor, It Solomon, Capt MacNutt, and
It Riola also came back on this ship from lsave in MacKay...esss .

April 3- Lt White and It Smith are with us for a week from bases
in the Fiji Islands to study Skip Bombing tacties, or, shall we say,
Minimum Altitude Attack tactics.,.Lt White is from the 70th Bomb Sq,
and Lt Smith from the 69th Bomb Gr.

April L- Quite & few of the boys didn't show up for a Sqnadroﬁ
Meeting in the morning at the line due to severe Ngolds" contracted from
the night before.....Suffice it to say that all men that were late or
absent were duly appointed Duty Officers for succeeding days.....Under .
Lt Riola, a general reckoning was taken of how much each of?icer owed
the Squadren for liquor consumed during the past month.,..Lt Howe took
the honours with....well, that wouldn't be falrisceseessss

At night the Officers beat the Engineers in softball 5-3...the
game was called in the 8th frame due to darkness,..in all fairness to
the Engineers, had they had their last "licks" at bat, it would have
been a different song that the Officers sang in their showers that night..

Bob Hope played opposite Madeline Carrol in "My Favorite Blonde"...

Plenty good. seenss

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958

r‘:‘.

195

April 5- Teeth inspection in morming by Capt Zion of Groups.....

News of a mission of 6 ships tomorrow in the vicinity of Madang....

April 6~ Six ships alerted with one to be on "standby"....Maj larmer
was to have led the flight but his plane got stuck in the mud and he was
unable to get off the ground...Lt MeCoun and crew took his place...Takeoff
was 7:30; target was Saider, 60 miles SE of Madang...100 1b instantaneous
and frags were carried...2lso many batches of propaganda to be dropped
on the Japs....The Japs were trying tc set up an airbase at Saider and
had beaten the Natives into helping them.,..our job was to scare the
natives off so that they wouldn't help the Japs...if we could bemb their

villagss and strafe their land, they would run away and go inland,...,

962 Capt Henebry It Lee Lt Ransom(N), S/S McKinney T/S Pardue
449 1t MacLellan W/0 Callaghan S/8 Dickinson T/S Loftin
442 It Howe Lt Jones §/S Thompson 5/8 Maupin
793 Lt Hosback  F/S Mason S/8 Casarino 8/S Patierson
98l Lt Bridges  F/S Maclellan S/S Rowlard, J. 8/S Fury

721 Lt MeCoun F/S Wilkinson Sgt McCarthy Sgt Boges

The flight under Capt Henebry tock a direct route to Snider.,.an
altitude of 13,000 feet was necessary to pass over the ranges SE of
Saider,....in the vicinity of Wau, several P-40's were- mistaken for Zeros
and were shot at....extra gas tanks were dropped at the same time,,..at
the ta.rgét there was & game of round robin with one ship darting in and
dropping his eggs and another sneaking in after him and strafing......
The 12 P-38's that went along as top cover kept a watchful eye on us from
abové. No fire was encountered and the flight returmed to Port Moresby

after 3% hours in the air.esecesessss
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April 7- Nil happenings.....one of those really hot New Guinea days...

most of us by now agree that we never knmew the really correct meaning of
"heat" until we arrived in New Guinea....,...

April 8- Formation flying in the morning led by Captain Chatt....
Major Larner, who was on a fishing trip off Port Moresby with Colonel
Strickland, was given a good buzz job by members of this 6 ship flight...
Hawkins took the proverbial cake by almost taking the mast off the
Colonel's boateesesss

At night rumors of a rission to some destination South of Wewak..,.
this will make the longest mission that we will fly to date......

"Serviee de Lux" played at night with Constance Bennett and Mischa
Auer.....Very light, interesting comedy......a drizzle fell throughout
and the men in the front of the impromptu movie house, were exposed to
the elements..eees..

April 9- Alerted at 6 AM and takeoff at 6:L45 for Madang which was

to be bombed and strafed.....the following crews mede the triDeeses.s

SHIFP PIIOT CO-PILOT NAV GUNNER RADIO GUNNER

LL3 Maj Larner Lt Ryder It Clarke S/S Clark J.H. Sgt Richards, K.A
447 It Reid,H.J. F/3 langley S/S Powers,E Pfc Byrnes, R, J,
793 Lt Hosback F/S Masoh, L.H, S/S Pattersmn $/8 Casarino

981 Lt Helbert W/O Callaghan §/S Fury S/ Rowland

088 Lt Solomen F/S Stephens S/S Poet 5/S Butler

962 Capt Henebry Lt Lee Lt Ransom  T/S Pardue S/8 McKinney

946 Lt Bridges F/S Maclellan Sgt Divers S/S Taber

487 Lt Ingram  Sgt Greene Sgt. Boggs S/S Malito

721 Lt MeKee P/0 Johneo 8/S Crovisier

482 1t Hawkins It Rickord 8/5 Newell S/S Sampson

980 1t Fisher Lt Dickinson(69thBomb) 3/S Axt S/ Dickenson
L9 It Pryor  F/S Guthrie T/S Loftin

L42 1% Criswell F/S Stibbard S/S Thompson /S Maupin

Bombs were dropped on the runway, dispersal areas and on the town....

alreraft on the runway were strafed, the town was strafed, and barges on
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the shore were blown uUpPssss.... In this area 3 Zeros, two Bombers (of
the Lilly €lassification) were destroyed.....A motor truck that was
caught in the middle of refueling a plane was strafed and caught fire
end blew GpPssss.. An A/A position SE of the East end of the runway was
strafed and put out of commission temporarily.ss.....492 X 20Ib frags,
59 X 100 lb'demo inst. and 34,000 X ,50 Cal ammo expended on this
devestating raid...sees

We were supposed to have raided Dobia, South of Wewak, but weather
did not enable us to get through, so Maj lLarner changed the attack and
we went after Madang.......the funny part of this was that the Beaufighters
under Wing Commander Brian "Black Jack" Walker, were supposed to have
hit Madang 15 minutes after we had hit our originally designated target
ArS8.ssessseses+a8 it was, when "Black Jack" and his Beaufighters got
to their target, there was nothing left of it but fires......His language
over the radio could be heard as far South as Port Moresby,...and were
We REDvessnssssnsas -

At night the Officers beat the Camp Area 1-0 ina five inning game,..
called at dark....eess

Rumors of a mission to Bodia in the morning to get the target thatl
weather kept us from todaFeesescs

April 10~ Up at 4:45.....pretty tough hour,,.hot cakes and coffee
and bread...

Qut to the line,....a haze hung over the field and we saw that an
"jnstrument takeoff" was necessary.....a very short briefing by It Head
and Maj larner.....Primary target was Bodia, and the secondary target

(to wit, in case of failure to reach primary target, then secondary
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target would be hit) was Madang.,.... Maj Larner's plane was not serviced
and could not get off, Lt Ingram's plane did not have its electrical

system functioning properly.....The following ships took off at 6:15.....

PILOT CO-PILOT GUNNER RADIO GUNNER

962 Capt Henebry Lt Lee Lt Ransom(nav) T/S Pardue 8/8 McKinney Sgt Moser(CC)
088 Lt Solomon  S/S Stephens T/S Swain $/S Butler

981 Lt Reed -~  P/O Johneo,

793 It Castelli F/S Langley S/S Patterson S/S Cassarino

946 It Lockhart F/8 Mason Sgt MacDonald Sgt Divers

721 Lt McCoun F/S Wilkinson 8/S Crovisier Mr York(N'th American Rep)
482 Lt Hawkins Lt Rickord S/S Sampson  S/S Newsell

980 Lt Howe 1t Jones 5/S Dickinson S/S Axt

549 Lt Maclellan W/O Callaghan T/3 Loftin .

443 Lt Helbert  F/S Maclellan

Target......Bogia Harbour was weathered in as "eeiling and visibility
unlimited",......the route was direct...Surprise...Kainantu.,.Dumpu...
we passed over the Bismarck Range at 11,000 feet, Mt, Kerigonna rising to
13,500 feet was far off to our left...while we passed the long, mysterious
Finisterre Range to our right...its bony and jagged back poked through
the clouds at 13,5000 feet,..... Lt McCoun had to turn back 30 minutes
from the target as he was unable to transfer gas due to pump failure,..
The target reached, the planes swept in fast and low,....fPom a degerted .
plantation hut severe and aCcurate heavy machine gun fire met the first
flight....Capt Henebry's plane was hit and his gunrer, S/S McKinney severely
wounded in the left ankle....his hydraulic system was shot out amd he had
to c¢rank his bomb bay doors open and asalvo his bombs....His wounded gunner
necessitated an immediate return to the field.....On this same burst of
fire, Lt Howe's right engine was shot out...his oil line was severed and
his prop started to run away,....he feathered his engine ard started for

Dobordura,.....In the interim, the rest of the flights dropred 366 X 20 1b
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Just nfter this picture was taken, #362 was hit by A/A
and S/Sgt McKinney was wounded in his right foot, and
the plane was crippled.

T/Sgt Ceryaneg, T/Sgt Barford, T/Sgt Zulkus, S/Sgt Murphy
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frags, 35 X 100 1b demo inst fuse, 1 X 300 1b demo inst fuse, and expended

19,000 X .50 cal anmo,.... The A/A battery that shot up Capt Henebry's
ship was subsequently wiped out by Lt Howe who salvoed his bombs on them......
It Kulin, HG 5 Station, and Maj Larner were with Capt Henebry and Lt Hawkins
(Lt Howe's escort on his long hop to Dobordura) on their entire trip towards
home base. Capt Henebry flew over 7 Mile Drome and started winding down
his wheels.... a large crowd of the usuwal "wvultures', laden down Wwith
cameras etc, were on hand to witness the possible crash landing in the
event that his wheels could not be wound down successfully....in as much
as one of Capt Henebry's wheels had been shot down over the target(it was
hanging in a position between "wheels up" and "wheels down"), it seemed
possible that a crash landing was in order,...the tension was increased
as he had a badly wounded man aboard whose life, possibly, depended on
getting to the hospital in a hurry.,...but "Jock" made it safely.....
Sgt Moser, his crew chief wound down the whe=ls, and the ship made a
perfect landing....3/S MeKinney lost the back part of his left heel but
due to some excellent doctoring by Lt Ransom, Flight Navigator, he was
in excellent shape vhen he arrived...."Doc" Maguire, 90th Flight Surgeon,
said that Ransom did as good a job on McKinney as any ﬁmtor could have
donee......McKinney received the Purple Heart that afternoon while Lt
Ransom was recormmended for the Air Medal for his excellent job.ie.ssa.-

Back on the other side of the Owen Stanley Range Lt Howe was mean-
while flying on one engine towards Dobordura,,.lt Hawkins flew a mile
to his right 2s a possible means of protection, or to mark the ql-wt. vhere
he might have to "go in" if his one good engine went bad......let us ¢

examine the odds that Howe, Jones, Axt and Dickinson were up against.....
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They were 450 miles from Dobordura...,Port Moresby could not be reached
as they could not climb.....It would be & 450 mile trip through Jap
terrjtory.......The presence of a single enemy fighter would spell
disaster....No B-25 with nose guns had yet flown successfully on one engine
for any distance......All these things must have rassed through the minds
of the crew on #980..... By the time Madang was reached Howe had given
the order for the ship to be stripped..... guns, radio equipment, and all
paraphanalia was dumped overboard by S/S Axt and 8/S Dickinsen...as Lt

. Howe tells the story, "Suddenly there was a wild wrenching and tearing
ensuing from the nose of the plane, and Axt would appear with a machine

gun in his hand and dump it overboard...then Axt would pause a moment

in the navigators compartment and comb his hair and dash back into the

nose with much noise"........ Due to lack of radio, #980 was in complete

silence with the home base.....Thusly, Lt Hawkins would receive a message

from Lt Kulin or Maj Larner from HG 5, write it in big letters on a paper

fly alongside Howe and let him read such message as "Dump radio Equip"s.ee.s
@ o "is hyiraulic system cut".........By Finchaven, Howe was trensferring

gas from his bad engine to his good engine....he had gained an aljitude

of 700 feet thus far, maintained a speed of 150 mph with a throttle setting

of 37 in, of mercury and 2350 RPMS..cu s back at Fort Moresby the 90th was

dubious..,.but they stuck by the radic at the fAi'.eld znd listened in to

Lt Hawkin's spasmodic reports...when he reported "filthy weather SW of

lae" we shook our heads......but between Howe and his never-to-be rattled

co-Pilot Jones, instrument flying was assumed and a straight path flown...

Lt Hawkins led Howe inland from Buna to Dobordura.....luckily, Howe's

hydraulic system was not shot out and he made a normal landing...ecss..
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However, on his approach leg, a transport, which was given the red light,
insisted on landing in the opposite direction and zlmost made a f.ﬁilure
of It Howe's remarkablefeat......however, Howe, not to be outdone, swerved
his plane to the right and missed the transport.......for Lt Howe's out-
standing and remarkable job of flying, he was recommended (for the third
time) for the Distinguished Flying CrosS.ieevesves

"Gentleman Jim" with Errol Flynn and the lovely and luscious Alexis
Smith played at night.....excellent entertainment......

April 11- As one foreign correspondant so aptly put it, "The 90th .
does all the hard work and gets all the missions"....in line with this,
we sat all day on our hacksides on an "ALERT"sseenc...

April 12- In the middle of & "first aid" lecture by "Doc" Maguire
at Operations in the morning, a RED ALERT was sounded....nil came of it,
but an hour later, 10 AM, another sounded and 15 minutes later approxi-
mately 43 Medium Jap bombers covered by about 60 Zeros flew over 17 Mile
Field en an approximate heading of 160 degrees......Slit trenches were
filled to capacity in a hurry.....then the sticks started to come down... .
14 Mile Field was hit hard....one ship in the 13th Sguadron left in com-
mission,..& 7 Mile Field, /4 Mile Field, and 3 Mile Field were subsequently
hit.....néer the 3rd Group &n oil dump was hit and a fierce fire started...
Capt "Doc" Gillmore, Group Flight Surgeon, was huddled in a slit trench
with Maj Hali and Col Strickland and a 300 1b "daisy/cutter" hit not 40
paces away and tore the surrounding earth and tents......In the 90th area

men were huddled under bunks, books, tables, cars, and all available sub-
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stantial itqm.f.....Sgt Anstiq, of Armament, snatched up a rifle and
started firing at the Nips (they were at 20,000 feet) and swore he would
be a gunner on the next mission......5gt Bryant and Sg£ Tabor had to run
‘through 4 feet of water to made a dive trench in time.....a2nd they fairly
‘parted the water, so to speak,...several men caught in the latrine made
a hasty, if somewhat irregula;, exit..,s+.5gt Maupin huddled in revetment
#20 on the flight line with a water basin (tin) over his head for protec-
tion.....Not to be outdone, Sgt Ray Greene dug a dive trench through the
entire raid..sesses..din £he 90th area, the alert was somewhat late.....
The first that the boys in the area knew of the raid was when the bombs
started dropring.«......and suddenly there was a2 mad scramble as men
. started a mad rush for covering....l.'Talbie“, the native who washes
the officdrs laundry, was seen dashing like a deer f rom the river towards
the camp area with his skirts over his hgad.......Lt MgKee, who worked
laboricusly for two weeks on his slit trench, was unable to get inte it
during the raid.....as Kulin, Maguire, Lockhart and MeCoun were huddled
there and would not be moved......the earth trembled with the f&lling
bombs and the trembling KNeeB..ssssessse

Overhead, the Nip bombers in two flights of 31 and 12 planes were
remarkebly accurate, while our ack ack was remarkably inaccurate......
several of our pursuit that got up that high in time, made several passes
at the formation and knockéd two planes out of tﬁe 8K¥. ... but weaving
and rolling Zeros kept most of our pursuit at bay........ one borber broke
formation and flew back over the harbour up the coast and when last was

seen was being chased by several of our pursuits...esececcsacss
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A P-39 in troulle over 17 Mile Drome crashed just NE of the field

while the pilot parachuted to safety......

Cur claims were proposterous that night....we heard over the radio
that we had knocked aprroximately 50 of the attacking planes down....
however, we cn the grourd saw L/5s of the entire attack and saw but 3
or & planes get shot down..ss.es

Our Ack Ack boys claimed 8 of the bombers, so the communique said
while we hever saw any ack ack come within striking distance of any
aircraft....so the bull--—-goes,....one finds it everywherei,,.......

We all made a firm resolution, however, that in the future we all
would have slit trenches near our tents...just in cas@,.....:..

April 13- Alerted for a mission again...but nil came of it agairi....

Tension all morning......a8 possible daylight attack by the Japs..,
Planes hovered in the stratosphere all day..ses.

Moresby still licking its w'ounds from yesterdays raid.......

In the back of &ll the minds of the combat lads was the thought of
a possible daylight raid on Raboul......

General MacArthur once said that "however horrible the incidents of
war may be, the soldier who is called upon to offer his life for his
country is one of the noblest developments of mankind™....how truelll.....
In the afternoon we received word that It Schultz, ex 90th Bombardier
was killed last night in a B-17 on a takeoff.ssssss '

Lt Head let it be known that all men who participated in the Bismarck
Sea Battle were recommended for the Distinguished Flying Cross....and

that the men who were on the submarine raid at lae when one of the Jap's
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four biggest undersea craft was sunk, would also receive the DFC.....cse.
8/Sgb Sherman at Operations is also working on the award of the DFC or
the Air Medal for number of missions made...to wit, 50 missions would
entitle the man to a DFC while 25 missions would be the Air Medal.....

Pfe Ca.mpis;i is helping Sherman on this Job,se.essss

April 14- 6 Ship formaticn in.T:he rorning after Intelligence Meeting..
Fair work,...Our formation is still ragged....In this combat work of
today, good formation flying is an essential,.....

Two Red Alerts today and everyone had an eye to the sky and an eye
to their slit trench.....,No Japs came over but they did hit Milne Bay
harda......Johnny Ricla, now attached to Fighter Commard, came back with
the news at night that about LO Jap ngdium bombers and dive bombers,
protected by about 30 pursuits, ;attacked Milne Bay and disabled three of
our cargo vessels and knocked a number of our planes out on the ground.....
still incredible reports about the number of ememy that were knocked out
of the sky...its funny why we never see it happeNessesess

| Wing Commander "Black Jack" Walker, Beaufighter Boss, was entertained

by Major Larner ami Capt Henebry in the former's tent in the evening,
and much gaiety and usual songs (to wit: "0'Rielly's Daughter™") vibratéd
back and forth through the hills and grasS.s.scssss

Monty Wooley played in "The Pied Piper" at night and the éntire
Squadron was cn hand for this.....excellent ShoWsesaeesss

G,I. Rumors: we may be a dive bomber Squadron....and we may send
some of our men to the 38th as they are now forming 4 Squadrons of Low

Altitude Bombers.cescses: s
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April 15- Gas mask inspecticn this morning with It Harlan Reid
officiating...s..The inspecticn was held on the flight line,...first the
officers drew up in & line in front of Operations and had their mask
inspected for flaws etc , and the correct procedure for putting it on
was demonstrated.,.then the enlisted men under Sgt Fortner were put
through the same thing.....

It Ransom and Lt Clark swung the compasses of #721 and 449 later
in the morningeseses

Maj Larner with It Howe as Co-Pilot, flew to Dobordura to inspect .
#980 which Howe had brought back from Bogia on one engine....it was
found that an engine had to be changed,...ironically, it was the bad
engine that had to be changed......the explosive bullet that had served
the oil line had ruined the engine beyond repair.......eceees

Capt Henebry tock Wing Commander "Black Jack" Walker up in #721 for
transition,,...this makes about 15 different types of planes that Walker
has been checked out ifisicesnnss

April 16- Fried eggs amd toast for treakfast,...news of this treat .
was heraled the previous evening, and as a result many of the late bregk-
fast- goers, were the first on hand to see if they could get seconds..
but, no dice,.s..

Gunnery practice on the wreck in the morming.....sewveral new gunners
were initiated by some of the older men......

At lunch the word was cut that Lt Howe and Lt Helbert, who had taken
off at 9 AM to feather a prop, had not returned..... Group and Fighter
Command were notified....dus to the possibility of a Nip raid over Port

Moresby, it was not feasible to send planes aloft for a search party....
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However, Capt Henebry, somehow, got permission from Fighter Command to
allow 4 of our planes to go out on search......Capt Henebry, Lt Bridges,
Lt McCoun and Lt Reed took off at 12:30...... The area to Hood Point and
inland North to Karema and inland was covered with no success.....at
about 3 PM the ships were called in.... An Australian radio station had
called in from the vicinity of 30 Mile Field and stated that Howe and
crew had crashed but were all safe..... Maj Larner flew to 30 Mile
Field and after some delay, brought back the crew..... The story: Lt
Howe and Lt Helbert, in "Chatter Box, ship #088, had feathered an
engine....the single engine flying was O0.K. until the good engine began
to cut out and before the feathered engine could be unfeathered, altitude
was lost and a crash inevitable.....Howe tried to put it in on the shcre
but suddenly the unfeathered engine turned over and gave the ship boost
and carried them past the shore &nd the ship clipred a palm tree.,....a
mountain loomed up with a marsh at its base.....Howe put it down
adroitly in the marsh and with no harm to crew or plane,......The real
danger was getting back to terra firme....the swamp was infested with
alligators and snakes,,...Howe stood guard with "Tommy Gun" while Helbert,
S/Sgt Andy Swain amd Lt Pat Heat (who made the trip) pushed thru the mud
and slime of the swamp...... The sad catch is that OB8 is in good shape
but the task of getting in to this desolated swamp and bringing the plane
out would not pay for the job involved..e....

"ibe Lincoln in I1lincis" played at night...Ramon Massey turned in
his usual excellent job.....excellent entertainment which the whole

Squadron turned out for.......
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April 17- Two hour readiness for all ships all daye.eessss
Cur position in New Guinez is getting worse each day.....the Japs
seem intent on taking this Island and mow have brought in a great and
ever-mounting Air Force.......45 pursuit and 10 bombers are at Wewak....
about 25 pursuit at Madang,...l40 pursuit and 75 bombers at Rabual..,and
so it goes....they now overshadow us in air power in this theatre....some
of their air power has been withdrawn from the Solomen area.... & great
navy force lies at Truk,.....to say our position is precarious 1s putting
it mildly..... General MacArthur is daily rroclaiming that we need bombers .
and bombers...and then some.....and secretary of War Stimpson is taking
steps as he announced that wore planes would be in our theatre of operatiomms
shorblFaeese vevaess ds
lately, due to threat of air raids, most of the pursuit powerl has
been kept in the vicinity of Port Moresby and thusly we are not making
any missions.....to fly to Wew:k or vicinity without pursuit cover would
be suicide, and its becominé rmore evident each day that we cannot stand
the loss of any of our bombers without a justificable caus€.ssessvess .
Eleven Radio Gunners were attached to the 90th from the 13t.l;1. py P
S/Sg: Prank T. Dietz; §/Sgt John G. Manovich; Sgt Perry C. Alford; COpl
Cyril M, Christensen; Opl John S, Kerstetter; Cpl Chester A, Lukoszak; '
Cpl Charles N. Valade; Pfe Cliffort Gorcies Pvt Richard L, Baumgardner;
Pyt Shannon W. Bohrer; Pvt Walter F, Clifford.........we needed them '
badly and they were well-received and immediately attached to a crew....
News that all Australians attached to this Squadron would be immedi-

ately withdrawn....everyone pretty sore about this, including the Aussie
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boys, as they were just getting the hang of things and to be withdrawn

seemed wrong someplaceiesssss:

Lt Moore and Lt Sbisa came back from leave and brought baqk a ghip
only to have the 38th take it away....Lt Paine is due tomorrow in another
Shipssesseesns :

A new Flight Surgeon was assigned to us today...lst Lt Don P, Peters,
"Doc" Maguire will stay on in his same capacity...this 1s great news.as
"Doe" Magnire is a fully=-entrenched 90th man...see...

April 18- several boys not up for Intelligence Meeting, due to
frolicking the night before....more lads for Duty Off icer position....

The funny thing was that Capt Henebry was not up either.,.so somebody put
an order to the effect that the Captain would be Duty Officer for t hree
days, and signed it "by Order of Captain Harry Flug"...ccceessecnsascns

Lt Paine arrived today and brought with him several new pilots....
The Squadron was hapf:y to receive them.... @ shortage exists at the moment
for pilots,.... Those assigned were: 2nd It John R, Meading; 2nd Lt
Henry B. Rust; 2nd Lt Jack S, Saunders3 2nd Lt David Sagismund; 2nd Lt
Abrahem Soffer; 2nd Lt Vernon F, Vinson...... The new boys were immediately
issued tenting and they started to work on camp sites,.....

In the afternoon Lt General Kenney awarded decorations to 9 members
of cur Sguadron....the affair came about at Group where with much pomp
and ceremony all squadrons were present,...The Squadrons for:mad a big
" gt the top of which Col Strickland, Maj Hocd and Maj Hall stood....

At 2 PM Ma) Hood, Group Adjutant called "Attention"...... General Kenney
and Aide arrived ard the men were given "At Ease".......Also on hand for

this great occasion was Col Davies, former 3d Bomb Group CO, more recently
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Col Davies, Lt Gen Kenney, Lt Col Strickland

Bri- Cop Ralesy

Tﬁgt Chesson raceiving The Silver Star, for
gallantry in actlon from Lt Gen Kenney
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returned from the USA to take over Chief of Staff of 5th Eomber Command...
Those of the 90th who were awarded medals were:
2nd Lt Bobert V. Lockhart..ss..ssevsesessrnesss.Furple Heart
T/Sgt Q‘lentjn ParduellIlll'.'l.l.l'.llll....'l!.lsuvar St&r
Corp Cordon W, Barttniascsssssessssssaissssssnansoilver Star

Purple Heart
Spt, Edgar Se BUBD. . Syt esisaes s naimes sntareinsasesss SEOEIS HeaNE
T/Sgt Andrw JI waml'l..lilllltv...l.l...‘-.-O.Distimished sewice Cross
S/Sgt James N. HumMe..scssocassnsssasssasessnsnssssSilver Star
Pvis Dalilas Wo MeGiTlisia.s o vvmbsnse i « oo sionssieds SLIVED OQGAT
T/Sgt John B, ChessONsse.cssssssvessasssansanss..Silver Star
S/Sgt Imﬂ W, Lnenickao-oo---o¢r|-ncoo-t-t-o-uo-SﬂVEr Star

These men, with the exception of Lt Lockhart, were awarded these
medals last July and August but the presentation was delayediee.seesss .

"Pierre of the Woods" played for us at night.,.Ruth Hussey and
John Carrcol in the prineciple roles....good entertainment again...seess

A good deal has been written about this campaign in New Guinea, both
fact and fiction.....Of the latber much is purely imaginative,.but it
would be difficult ipdeed to imegine any form of cruelty that has not,
in some circumstances or other, been perpetrated by the Japs we are
fighting here; and still more difficult te invent any form of heroism
that has not been displayed by this squadron, principally combat crews,
who have worked and hoped and suffered in this land....some have been
singled out and given awards; while others, perhaps just as deserving,
have been lost in the brillancy of the action of another man..... That
is war..... And it seems ironic, and extremely regretful, that so many
of our glorious boys who have been killed-in-action, or, who are missing
are not here to receive their awards...,e.ss-.

An interesting fact: the 90th Squadron has received more individual
citations than any other Squadron in the 3rd Group.,... To date, there

are over 150 decorations in our Squadron...sesssss
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The Full Moon is due very shortly....and that may mean increased
air raids on the part of the Japs....seeciinesens
The evenings are getting cooler and sleeping is almost becoming

ltmurim_zs g:;pgpt_c_iqwn on the line where the mosguitcs are still big

and red.scessosesses

Date April 14, 1943 ARMAMENT © 1 ©-3I O I

WINGS [ R A R ) N

Armament Wings
Chapin ef 250 0 0 Jones o5 R e e el )
Maupin ¥ Wy i ¢ e ey e i Byron 8f -3 225150
Asheroft sf 20 1 3 © Robertson ss 2 1 0 0 O
Beals Ib..3.-0 O 5 B Head - U P e S A
Tomajke 30 3 1 0 2 0 Hinsey e, 310 Eagad
Sudieth 1f 2 2 1 1 0 Pryor TR N O v (oY, P
Manning p 3 0 2 1 1 Hosbech - 3b 3 0 1 0 1
Hastings 2b 2 0 O 0 0O Peterson 2b 3 0 1 3 1
Clark e,.2.-0.0 1 0 MeKee ef 2e T I 0NiD
MoGill pf.o2 0, 00 0 Maclelland 1f 3 I 0O 0O O
=z =203 AET2 28 91018 5

Errors: Maupin, Ashecroft, Tomajko, Sudieth: Robertson, Hosebech, Psterson
2 base hits: Bryon ;

Runs batted in: Manning, Sudieth: Bypon 2

Stolen bases: Ashcroft, Sudieth: Hinsey, Peterson

Umpires: OSimpson & Bridges Time of game 0:i55
s % i %* SHR 3 ]
April 15, 1943 Officers 0 3 2 3 0- .0 0. B
Commnigation 0 0 © O 1 0 O 1
Officers Communication
Lee o 31 1,090 Radlin rf: 30,0000
Ransom gh ZN2 12088 Gilmer Zb 3 B0 e
Reid g8 3.2 2 1. D #Maupin ¢ 200 .0 6.0
Bridges 1f 4 0 1 0 O Malito T L o e A ¢
Larner IR T IS L) T Sampson 3 3 n 0 0 2
Howe 1b 52 AR G abi Janoff - o s [
Hawkins rf 3 1 0 0 © *#Poet, T o o (S 1 o
Clark a2 1N 20 Runn 3P 2 049 -8 S0
Ingram Gl 2500 iR 0 Byrnes 1b -2 0/ 0. 8 @
Criswell p 3 0 1 1 1 Axt = Ay« [ s s
27 8 62 6 2530 A2k i
Errors: Ransom, Larner; Gilmer Umpires: Hastings & Green
2 base hit: Bridges Time of game -~ 0:47

Runs batted in: Criswell 3, Reid, Larner 2, Bridges
Stolen bases: Ransem 3, Reid, larner, Howe: Gilmer, Janoff
Double plays: Ransom - Larner - Howe
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I HHEHHOHHEORO
April 16, 1943 Camp Area 2 0 3 D D O O 5
Enpgineering 1.0 0 1 0 O L4 © 5
Camp Area Engineering 1

Nickolson 1b 4 1 1 3 O Heffermin p 2 0 1 2 0
Sullivan 3b 2 1 O 3 1 Eagle 2h e 1 TR
Redie e'2'Y @ 63 Fleasent sf 4 0 0 0 O
Barton 26 3 L QE5 0 Simpson ag 0 1 ot 1
Blaskotich sf 3 1 2 3 1 Ceryanec s e O e O AN
Bartlett ss 3 0 2 1 5 Campisi 3hIRT - 0- 3
Horton el 210000 Barham i 2015 2 "1 ©
Ksiezyk 1f 3 0 1 0 O Znlkus if 3 .02 9
Ienna rf 2 0 00D Griges ef 2 3 G el
Wendowski p 3 0 I 0O T Stratton »f 3 0 1 2 0
27 5 7 21 11 25 5 621 L

Errors: Sullivan, Bartlett: Pleasent, Simpson, Campisi, Stratton
2 base hit: Ksiezyk
3 base hit: Hofferman
Runs batted in: Blaskovich 3, Bartlett: Eagle, Campisi 2, Barham, Griges
Stclen bases: Redic: Simpson, Ceryanec, Zulkus
Double plays: Barham (unassisted), Campisi - Barham: Blaskovich- Nickolson
Umpires: Bridges - Malito
April 19 - Morning broke with the sun beating down mercilessly..eseeses
After Intelligence Meeting, a 9 ship flight arranged by Capt
Henebry...... Mainly to keep us from getting rusty...but also to get
the ships into the air,.... Prolonged sitting on the ground works for .
ships much 1ik%e it works for the pilots and combat crewS......evsee-
With Lt. Hawkine leading the 9 ships flew over the field, turned
t.cmardlp the sea and broke off into single flights, and then the flights
broke up and individual runs were made on the ship in the harbour.,...
Each ship had one bomb to drop.... An effective job was done......
When the ships had all reassembled in formation, Capt Henebry put them
into a mass echelon and they came in on the derelict and let loose

with their guns..... suffice is. to say that the derelict ship is nc

longer one ship, but two.....the gun fire was so potent and dewmstating
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that the old derelict just cracked in two..... One has to be there
to realize the shattering power of 72 50 calibre machine guns all
concentrated on a single target......... Coming in to land it was a
different story..... several ships got out of order in.the landing
sequence and resultingly, the whole shooting match was, to put it in
G.I, terms, "SNAFU",.... However, Capt Henebry inaugurated something
new....he had all the ships line up &t the end of the runway, shut
off their engines, and then held a conference with the pilots on the
morning's work..... This was most effective..... Instead of allowing
the planes to return to their revetments and the crew subsequently
returning to the camp area without knowing how their work had pro=-
gressed in the air, they were given the complete pleture imrediately
upon landing..,.:.... Ten minutes later, Henebry gave the signal te
start up engines and the entire flight took off again.....This time
the assembly was quicker and the air discipline much better.c.ecsss
Suddenly, HG 5, 90th radio statiomm, called to Capt Henebry and told
him that a "red alert" was on,..to wit, énemy planes were con thelr way
to Port Moresby......Henebry was just bringing his flights in to land
when the call came over the air that there had been a mistake and that
it was merely a "yellow alert"...to wit, and unidentified plane was
in the vieinity of Port Moresby.....and that meant nil; as many the
time an allied plane would approach Port Moresby amd forget to turn
on his "IFF" equipment (radio equipment that differentiates friendly
aircraft from enemy aireraft) and consequently scare Port Moresby

inteo an alert and all the thousands of inhabitants into slit trenches........
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Excellent lunch of pork chops, string beans, mashed potatces,
iced tea, jam, fruit salad, and Jelly..... 4 tribute to the work that
the Kitchen force is doing....our meals are reputed to be among the
Island's best..sss.s.+ How they get the food, how they cook it, and
how they serve it 1s a puzzle to most of us; but in the last analysis,
what counts is the results,....and our Kitchen Boys get results....
Head of this bunch is M/Sgt Nelson P, Nickelson, whose official capacity
is listed in the books as "Mess Sergeant".,..However, it goes a liftle
desper than this...... The plannirg of all meals, the rationing and .
the general condition of the Mess, in general, lies to this offices....
The old story of the "Air Corps thriving on its belly" is no exception
here..... Sergeant "Nick" is ably assisted in his job by a group of
connoissuers of the art of "serving and pleasing"..... Sét Farly Blaskevich
St James R, Latta, Sgt Garland E., Norwoed, Cpl Emery C. Sullivan,
Cpl Harry V. Williams, Pfe J.H. Chase, Pfch.H. Morrison, Pvt Melvin
A. Stogman, Pvt John W. Hortenm,.... and last, but not lesst, the big
boy of the outfit and a man one associates with the kitchen as he .
always seems to be hent over an oven or serving food; Pfec Edd J. Kraus......
We were czlled pertaining to a missicn to Madang in the morning....
ard just as we started to put bombs aboard our ships, the order was
recinded,c.ocvns.s
A steady downpour at night....a common occurence these evenings....
Pretty tough for the boys down in the revetments, as the mosquitoes are

really a problem there,......the rain stopped by midnight,...evvevs-
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April 20- Cool and refreshing morning...An excellent Intelligence
summary by It Head and Lt Byron.....Japs are still pouring into New
Guinea...the sad fact is that they are out of the range of all ships
except the heavy units who seem to be doing all the work these days....
Capt White AIF, in his summary said that he would rost-a map shortly
showing which area on the other side of the Owen Stanley Hange har-
boured friendly or unfriendly natives..... ‘his is a good thing to
know as if one has to bail cut it is necessary to know whether you
are in the territory of hostile or friendly natives to insure a
save return ticket....it sesms that the natives in the areas West of
Lae and Salamua, Madang and Wewack have gone over to the Japs.......
which proves the point that "whosoever feeds me I shall do justice to"..
and the japs have been belping the natives out in that territory...
that is, they have been playing for their work and not expleiting
them without some reward...sesese

6 Ships went aloft this morning....one flight of three for for-
mation.,...the other three for gpunnery work..... Lt Helbert and Capt
Henebry did several "buzz" jobs this morning that had us all abit
worriede.sesss

Capt Launder, Lt Criswell, and Lt Arter called over the 5th
Bomber Command..... It looked like they were to be given their tickets
home. ...but, Alas...Alack....The Majo» there merely asked them if in
cage of openings in the next few months would they like to go hﬁme??????

April 21- The Australian Co-Pilots and radio-gunners all were
withdrawn from our Squadron today amd sent to Australia...puzzling...

we shall miss them...and whats more, that leaves us without any co-pilots...
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Under the direction of It "Lefty" Ingram, the Roo Room was

started this morning.... Big trees were cut and used as the foundation

large planks were laid over the upright trees, and this will be the

base for our flooring,...The Roo Room will be & good 15 feet above

the ground in some places, while at one end, where it meets with the

sloping terrain, it will be on terra firma...it looks like a big

undértaking, but all the boys are chipring in and helping.....
News of a mission to strafe a wooded area South of Salamuea to-

mOrTowW. . »only four ships...to work in conjunction with A-20's...... '
At night the Officers beat the Engineers' 2nd team...6-2......

Sgt HRush turned in a nice defensive game for the Engineers while

"Whitey" Vinson, a new pilot, was the shinning light for the Officers...
Rain began to fall after the ball game and continued throughout

most the night......
At 11 the 90th aireraft were "out" for maintenance t0daV..es.s

a break for the crew chiefs who have had to have their ships en "Alert"

each dafesessnsss : ‘
April 22~ The following crews took off at 6:30 for Duali,.....

969 Maj lLarner  Maj Marshall It Soffer(N) 5/Sgt Moore  5/Sgt Pelham

437 Lt Sbisa Lt Saunders S 'Sgt Powers Pfc Storm
443 It Pryor It Meding 5/Sgt Clark Cpl Lukoszak
687 Lt Lockhart Lt Sigismund S/Sgt Crovisier3/Sgt Lott

Passengers: Capt White in 969, Capt Kissach in 437, Col Winnis in 443.
The gist of the mission was to aid the ground troops who had
encountered stiff opposition from the Japs in the Duali sector and the

villates to the South,.. It was a rission where the area had to be

strafed without any results being observed... The Japs rumored 300
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strong in this sector, were hidden in the jungles...however, when

Maj Larner and flight let locse with their guns, the ground trcops!

job was easier from then on....the results of this mission came in
several days later when the United States Infantry patrols radiced

back that the Japs were strewn throughout the forest...dead.... On
this mission, 12 X 20 Ib frag clusters were dropred from each aircraft.
and the villages and islands of Duali and Lubaria were strafed and
bombed before the ships fell in on Maj Larner's wing for the trip home..

14,000 X .50 cal ammunition and 75 X 20 mm ammmition were expendedsss.c..

The work on the Roo Room progressing,...planking is being laid

over the supports and promises an excellent flooring.....a heavy rain

interrupted the work for an hour and then work was again resumed......

After dinner a torrential rain fell for an hour which was the

heaviest that any of us had ever seen.....it came down so fast and so
hard that most of our tents were flooded in several minutes........
It was so severe that a Flying Boat en route from Townsville got lost

over Port Moresby and crashed....

Ne movies at night due to electrical trouble.......

April 23~ Ball game washed out at night due to water covering

the diamond...ecese

6 New pilots joined us today...they include: Lt D,L. Scott, It

F.H. Ensminger, Lt Harlan M, Davis and Lt R.B, Nelson..,..plus Lt

J.A, Kea Jr and 1t R.N. Davis(Red).

Very cocl tonight...very quiet...Cpl Charles Johnson playing his

acordian in the mess hall...."When I'm Calling You"...."Perfidia",...

I an sure that in some happy day to come in the far away future, when

219
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we hear someone playing an acordian with accomplishment, we shall
think of Johnson,,..many the night his music has brought back memories
of yore.esiecasses
April 24- No flying today..eee.s
P-38's are at our field due to the rain that has engulfed 14
Mile Drome.....and made it a quagmire......
The sides being put up on the Roo Room....an Officers Latrine
being installed &t the bottom of the hill,..."Doc" Peters supervising.... .
After lunch an interesting talk by a Major fresh from Washingbon
who was giving us the pros and cons(mostly the former) of Government
In;:rance. ..No matter which way you look at it, you can't lose with
Governmsnt Coverage.,.He stated that you did not need a physiczl to
obtain same...if your body was "warm", you could get it...Very
informative, and everyone agreed that they should get it,..
1stSgt Fortner then read the Articles of War to the enlisted Men...
Maj Larner had a meeting of the Officers amd officially greeted
the new pilets to our midst...and told them, with a smile;, that they ‘
would see some flying soon that was not quite orthodoX.,....
The §0th Officers treked to Group in the afternoon and played
the 89th,....and lost their first game of the season..so the 90th has
decided to call it a "Practice Game"....
"Robinson Crusce" the Thomas Mitchell at night..,pretty poor stuff...
Sgt Nickelson announced, between reels, that Maj Larner had proncunced

tomorrow, Easter 3unday, a Holiday,..much rejoleing........
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April 25- HOLIDAY,......breakfast was served in the vieinity of

g 0'clock...men wandered in luxuriously....After this meal most of
the men either hit the proverbial "sack", went on a trip to the Falls
(30 miles West of our Camp towards the Kakoda Pass), or fished down
in the Moresby Harbour......Some men even visited Natives...tho' the
rovelty of this pilgrimage has long gone with the rains.......

Corporal Koplan, of the 90th newly erected Photographic Section,
busy in his work...It seems that in his spare time he develops and
printe pictures for most everyone in the Sguadron... The first time
in 90th history that this has bgen done....Koplan's main job at the
moment is keeping the Sguadron Diary up to date...cewess.s

"Lefty" Ingram, in spite of the Holiday, was driving his

men in the heat of the noonday sun on the Roo Roem....scssevsn

Supper(no lunch today) was at the hours of 3-4 PM,....a sold
meal of baloney, salad, iced tea; and apple SAUCE.,.:st.ss

Some of the Officers called on Capt Chati, Lt Riola, L& Randerson,
and Lt Mandell in the hospital...s...they are all down with the dengue
fever or Malaria..... Lt "Doe" Maguire and Lt Kulin, who had called
earlier in the afternoon, had left some flowers thepe for the boysj
and when the night wvisitors called the ward was a blaze of yellow
flowers,....Due to the fact that the sick patients had "to be under
the net" at 6 PM, the visit was short.....

April 26~ A ten ship formatiorn in the morning...by virtue of a
mixup at the end of the runway, one ship got stuck, two clogged up

the approach te the runway, and everyone was snarled at one place and
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unable to takeoff,.....Capt Henebry got all planes to cut their engines.,.
and then he really took some of the pilots "over the coals"... In the
interim, the 38th was taxiing O;J.t:‘. Por takeoff amd they also had to
turn off their engines.....Finally, we took off, minus three ships
that were unable to start their engines,.,.Two passes were made at
the derelict ship in Moresby Harbour....Upon landing and discussing
the trials and tribulations of the morning!s formation, Capt Henebry
said that it was such a poor demonstraticn of flying that we would .
211 fly in the afternoon....however, due to poor weather, we never
took off again..,..

Roo Room roof was put on in the afternoon....2 metal roofing
and it looks very impressive...,and is, to0........

"Life Begins at 8:30" with Monty Wooley ard Ida Lupino....
excellent comedy and well received by all.c.u.s.

April 28 - 9 ship fermation in morning....., a lot of formation
flying these days...but one never can be too good at it in our business...

Pfc Richard F. Brumbough's transfer to the 374th Troop Carrier ‘
Headquarters was arproved by Grour and Fifth Bomber Command.......
Brumbough had tried for many months to get on flying status as a
combst gunner but poor eyes defeated him...

Lt Head, at Intelligence Meeting, said that all indications show
that this 1ull in the South West area is an indication that the Cas~
ablanca Confepence has come to bear in this area....to wit; that plans,
perhaps, would have us nurse what wounds we have, build up our strength

for a2 big blow, g=t somg training in, and await the shipment of more
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planes to this area.....when this would come about, then we will be
ready for what the Higher-Ups have in store for us.....and all indi-
cations point towards ahieffort with Admiral Halsey working in eon-
junction with General MacArthur.....this would point towards a drive
towards Lae or Madang, which many believe impossible to take without
the support of the Navy.....Whatever the case is, the Combat Crews
are pretty jittery these days,...nerves are jagged....this continued
sitting on the ground, waiting, is poor for fighting men.......

At Roll Czll this morning, lst Sgt Fortner asked for a showing
of hands for those wishing a NCO club.....everyone raised their hand...
M/Sgt Hastings was elected to take charge of the construetion of this
club and the administration of it.....Hastings was head of the NCO
Clab back in Charters Towers,sswses

A plane brought up about 15 cases of whiskey, rum and gin from
Brisbane yesterday....Capt Denniston had bought it last week there....
It now rests in the wired-off portion of the mess hall that will scon
be the Post Exchange.....many the mournful glance at this prize cache..
so near and yet so far..... The liguor will be saved for the official
openings of the Roo Room and the NCO Club.essses

"Chuck" Howe was promoted from 2nd to lst lieutenant toda¥.....

Capt Henebry had & meeting of all crew chiefs in the afternocon
and told them that they had been doing their work will, but that he
expected them to turn in an even better performance in the future.. ..

Cool breeze at night made sleeping excellent....eeovwosss "

"Charlie" Johnson playing his accordion, ...the usual erowd playing

poker...some writing letters on the mess tables....ccsv vunes
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April 29- Capt Henebry took a ship to Dobordura.... no other flying

all day.uee-e

Lt McKee started laying in the foundation for the new Officer's

showers... Roo Room in the elosing stages of being completed...evve...

5 ships to take off for Dobordura tomorrow morning for a shipping

alert,.... Cots, blankets, mosquito nets, mess equipment, armd pistols

are required pararhsnalia.... Those listed for this mission ere listed

below: .
SHIF PILOT CO-PILOT NAV GUNNER GUNNER
969 Maj Larner It Ensminger It Clark S/S Pelham 3/8 Moore
697 Lt Moore Lt Nelson 8/8 Lott S/S Crovisier
442 1t Paine Lt Vinsen Pvt Clifford S/S Maupin
732 Lt Sbisa It Rust Pvt Baumgardner S/5 Sucker
793 Lt Solomen Lt Scott Pfc Kerstetter S5/S8 Patterson
ENGINEERS
969 Sgt Fecitt §/S Manuelian
697 8/S Eagle Sgt Whitley
L2 S/S Landers Cpl Walters
732 T/S Bumgerdner T/S Duval
793 T/S Hall Pyt Spicny
Cooks will be up at 3 AM to cook breakfast, KP's to arise at 4:30
to serve it to the Combat Crews, and the tekeoff for Dobordura will be ‘

YRS AB0LE, dxen v vids o s

News came over the grapevine at night that in the future all men

on leave could take it at Brisbene or Sidney...or MacKay....at their own

discretion....s... In the past it has been cut and dried,...only to

MacKay, a third rate resort, for ten days.....however, if Brisbane

or Sidney is chosen, the leave will be 7 days upon &rrival at either

of those two fair ecities.....still, this is far better than before...,..
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The Public Relations Department of Fifth Air Force was up to

this department 2 short time age and left me with an extract of Maj
Larner's speech for N.B.C. on March 9, 1943 to the United States on
the Bismarck Sea Battle,......Edward Wallace, vetern National Broad-
casting announcer fired the questions and Major Larner answered them..
suffice it to say that the Major, for once, was trembling throughout

‘N'ith "mike fright". P I T T I I I R I e R I R e SR R Y

EDWARD WALIACE FOR N.B.C. FROM A.W.A. TUESDAY MARCH 9TH, I943,

IU.Ig.UU“—-IUvEB'.OO A«Ml
This is Edward Wallace speaking from Australia,

WALILACE: All of you know of the victory cur airmen have scored out
here in the flaming battle of the Bismarck Sea, MNow- here
tonight- sitting across the microphone from me, is one of
those daring pilots who smashed the Jap convoy of 22 vessels
and sent some 15,000 enemy troops to the bottom of the
Bismarck Sea. He is Major Edward L. Larner, 26 year old
Squadron leader of a group that's known as the spearhead of
the Air Force, Major Larner's squadren alone has been credited
with seventeen hits on 12 Jap ships- and what's more- his
squadron is believed tc have sent from eight to twelve
vessels to the bottom. Thats right, isn't it Major?

LARNER: That's right Ed- but I guess we were a little lucky.

WALLACE: ZIucky? Some people eall that kind of luck training and skill.

But tell us about this tremendous battle.
LARNER: Well, we didn't get into it until the second day- the B-17

bombers got first crack at the enemy convcy. In the morning
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WALLACE:

LARNER:

WALLACE:

of the second day we made our rendezvous, Then we started
our attack from 2,000 feet, The ships were in a box forma-
tion, warships surrounding the transports in the middle.

We hit the warships right on the nose. Our first ship was

a Jap oruiser. When she saw us, she let go with all her
guns, Great sheets of flames leaped up at us from those guns
as we moved down on the ship., But we lined up and went in,
One bomb smashed into her right at the waterline- and she
rolled over and sank in one minute,

Pretty speedy action- what was your next target, Major?

We saw a huge transport jammed with Nips, But the Bl7's

and A20's were taking care of her, so we went after a little
transport. OShe was crammed with troops also., Her decks

were black with men, and as we came down they started shooting
at us with rifles and wgchine guns- and their one pom pom.
Capt Phil Hawkins, who was acting as co-pilot sent his tombs
tearing into her. The transport disappeared in flames that
licked 200 feet into the sky.

I suppese that you were too busy to see wh=t the other planes
were doing?

No- for by this time we were past the convoy, so we turned
and came back., Believe me, it was 3z beautiful sight. Columns
of smoke pouring from burning ships were rising all over the
the surface., The Nip ships had been scatiered over an area
maybe eight miles long and fiwe miles wide. And when they

split up like that they're duck soup for us. We spotted a
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WALLACE:

‘l’ WALLACE:

LARNER:

destroyer trying to get out of there- wide open. It looked
1ike he was going ninety miles an hour. By this time we had
all the confidence in the world, We had gone straight through
the convoy- and hadn't been hit once. Underneath us the beau-~
fighters were dogfighting with the ZeKes....

Zekes? What's that?

Oh, thats what we call the Jap Zero planes out here. They
were Zeros alright in more ways then one. For those Zekes
were f alling in the water like Jap Cherry Blossoms at the

end of their season. And this was the end of their season.
They fell true to form. My navigator was jumping up arnd down
with glee, yelling like a schoolboy. Then we came down on
the destroyer. She opened up with all guns blazing. But
the nest of lightning bugs went out like someone took a flit
gun to them. Only, it wasn't a flit gun- it was our guns.
Our last bomb was a near miss, some thirty feet astern.

That was all during the morning, Major?

Yes, that was the first day. The second day we came back

to do a little police work...Jjust sort of clean up the place.
We sighted about a thousand Nips in the water...Needless to
say, there were not a thousand Nips when we left...Then we
found a destroyer that had been previously hit, so we
finished her off. As for the Nips, they had it coming to
them, One crew of a bomber had to bail ocut, five of them.
The Zekes machined-gunned them as they floated down. After

that, in the battle, it was no gquarter asked and none given.
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WALLACE: Certainly the entire battle is a great victory. Tell ms,

Major, what's the secret of a success like this?
LARNER: Well, the results achieved should nct be credited to any one

individuval, or a group of individuals. The Battle of the

Bismarck Sez was just like a smooth play on a football field,

Bveryone knew his job, and everyone did his part. It worked

to perfection.
WALLACE: Thank you, Major Larner,..for this stirring account of a great

battle., This is Bdward Wallace speaking from Australia, I .

now return you to San Francisco.

April 30- Those crews going to Dobordura were awakened at 4:30 AM..
breakfast of griddle cakes with syrup and hot coffee.....then by recons
to the line,,..Lt Peters, Flight Surgeon, was awakened at 5:15 and told
to report to the line immediately, that he vas to go to Dobordura with
the bunch...and to ride with the Major,....Peters was delayed by virtue
of 2 bad starter on the recon....&s5 a result he went over with Lt Paine
who left late due to a faulty brake aceumulator..,..in the meanwhile,
the 90th Squadron was awzking to its usual routine of the day...Roll
Call for the enlisted men, OfTicers straggling dewn toc a hot breakfast
and finally the Intelligence Meeting at the line....Lt McCoun took
#721 ur to give & new gunner some gunnery practice...T/Sgt Swain super-
vised this work...upon landing, McCoun noticed th-t a'l his ground crew
as he taxied into his revetment, locked very crestfallen...he noticed
something was alack.... He found out that the news had just come in

that Major Larner and his emtire crew had crashed at Dobordura..and that
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none had survived....after the first touch of this shoeck, the Squadron
finally got the dope correctly.... The Major had come in with his ships
in an echelon to the right, buzzed the fighter strip at Dobordura, pulled
up to break off, and suddenly his ship slipped off on a wing from 200
feet, hit the earth, caught fire and fell to pieces,....from what people
had seen on the ground, and from examination of the wreck, it was
determined that his left engine (or the one he had chandelled into)
had cut ouk....it was a predicament that no pilot could have saved
nimself From.,sseessssss At first, due to their hurried takeoff from
17 Mile Strip, it was uncertain as to whom was in the plane,.,.but after
rechecking, it was found that the crew was as follows: Pilot-Fajor
Edward L. larner...Co-Pilot- 2nd 1t Frederick H. Ensminger, Navigator-
Lt John J. Clarke...Passenger- Capt John White AIF..Upper Gunner- Staff
Sergeant Colombus G. Pelham. ..Radio Cunner- Staff Sergeant Vernon Moore..
Engineer- Sergeant Ber Manuelian...Engineer(assistent )- Sergeant Robert
L. Fecitt.ess..They were all killed and their bodies were flown back to
Port Moresby by transport......

The Sguadron was shockedeeses..

News that Col Strickland, Group Commanding Officer, has been relieved
and is to return to America.......ec..

At night Ann Sheridan and Jack Berny played in "George Washington"
SleptHere".....not as good as usual Benny comedies....to boot, there
was a long and prolenged wait for the wires to run the electrical set-
up on the machine....eaenes

May 1- The procession was a long one....Capt Henebry led in the

Staff car and stretched back over a mile of road were Jeeps, Recons,
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Tt Hf:'.JF' Lt, .Tgnc_:s’

Lt Clark (killed 4/30/43), Lt Poire, Maj larner (k{11
-~ . d
1/30/43), S/Eqt Timberlake, S/Sgt Thémpsgn i
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Spts Manueliam & Fecitt killed April 30, 1943 with Maj
Tarner and Cpl Heffernan
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Funeral of: Major Larner, Lt Ensminger, Lt Clarke,
S/Sgt Moore, S/S5gt Pelham, Sgt Manuelian, Sgt Fecitt

233
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- 5/Sgt James A, Carter
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Four A-20's flew overhead as last tribute to these fine young men...
Later that merning, most of the 90th Sguadron attended the burial
of Captain John White AIF, Australian Intelligence Officer assigned to
our Squadron. John had been with us since October and he was known
to all ranks...his kindness, easy-going manner, and loyalty to the
Squadron had endeared him to all... As John was lowered into his
final resting place it made think of a quotation from "Paradise Lost"
"Adam, now open thine eyes, and first behold
the effects which thy original sin hath wrought
. in some to spring from thee, who never touched
the Excepted Tree, nor with the snake conspired,

nor sinned thy sin, yet from that sin derive
corruption to bring forth more violent deeds.."

The Third Group published in its bi-weekly paper the following

on Major Y e e R L e e R A i S A RT3

MAJOR EDWARD L. LARNER

"The faint far whisper of forgotten songs floating over the breeze..
Youth..strength..Aspirations,.Struggles..Triumphs..Despairs...Movements. .
Vividness..Radiance..Shadows..Faint Bugles sounding reveille,,Far drums
beating the long roll.,.The crash and thunder of guns...The rattle of

. machine guns firing forward.....the still white cross..."#*

The Sguadron's estimate of him will not be founded upon any one
mission or Battle... The time ma;; come when the memory of the skies
of the Bismarck Sea, Duali, Madang, lae, and Gasmata whall be dimmed
by thé darkness of revolving yearS.....ese.s

But even then the enduring strength, the patriotic self-denial,
and the unsurpassed combat ability of this American soldier will
always stand forth in undimmed rediance...in his youth and strength,
his love and loyalty to duty, he gave all that mortality can give:

the supreme sacrifice.... :
#4Gen MacArthur....eeesesoes
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for more than a hundred feet before regaining control of his ship.
Disregarding the damage, Larner returmed to attack again. This
feat earned him the Silver Star,
On another occasion, when his plane was struck by ack ack, he
made an emergency landing, returned to his home base by transport
and took off a few moments after arrival in another ‘plane.
Cne of the most colorful pilots here, Larner's name has become
a byword among airmen of the Southwest Pacific Area. He was recommended
for the D.F.C, for his participatien in the Battle of the Bismarck Sea.
Larner and his crew were buried Saturday morning in a small
American cemetry at Port Moresby. He is survived by a wife and two
daughters, who live at Roswell, New Mexico.

Its & rainy day....the men at the flight line are curled up
in their bunks getiing "sack time", or are reading or doing odds

and erds that one usually saves for such a day,....the camp area

is quiet.....only the mess hall is active...pots and pans being
serubbed....here and there vietrolas are playing.....a great day
for dreaming... .rain is very aoothiz_'lg as it patters above on the
canvas of one's tent....... Now is a good time to refresh our
memories of our Sguadron's history.....lts the most remarkable thing
that one can be in a Squadron so long and know sc¢ little or have
forgotten so much...... Anyways, its raining, as I said before,
. so lets lock back into the glory of our past.,e......Corporal Edgett,
our historical genius has dug from the cobweb of years the following

da‘ta..........-...-.o.--.-....-.-.----....-..-..-...-...-...-.-..

The exploits of the 90th Squadron in the Southwest Pacific are
daily adding to the fine record established by this outfit in World
War 1. Their achievements in this sector have stamped them inde-
libly in the public mind. A Brisbane, Australia, commentator has
labled them a spearhead Squadron of the American Air Force.

Many famous men have been members and commanding Officers of
the 90th, among whom are Generals Jimmy Doolittle, L.M, Brereton,
D, Johnson, S.H. Claggett, F.D. Lackland, E.L. Naiden, and J.C,
McConnell,

The 90th was organized August 20, 1917, at Kelly Field, Texas,
It left the United States October 27, 1917, for service in France.
arriving in the combat zone November 13, less than three months
after its inception,
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Its works there resulted in many decorations and citations by
both the French and American governments,.

As its insigna it adopted at that time a pair of cocked dice
tilted to show combinations "seven" on corresponding faces.

After returning to the United States the Sguadron was assigned
to patrol duty on the Mexican Border. In these peaceful years many
records were hung up for superior maintenance amd for appearances
in rational air races....the latter of which brought honors in
keeping with the fine traditions established in France.

Upon the United States entry into the present conflict, the
90th was one of the first called for overseas duty. In less than
two months after Pearl Harbour, on January 31, 1942, they were
sailing for Australia in the face of seeming Japanese contrcl of
the Southwest Pacific.

The first task they were called upon to perform was to parti-
cipate in CGeneral Royce's hazardous mission to the Phillipines,
This was one of the most dangerous and longest missions carried
out by any Air Force in this war to date. Though it was necessary
to land and refuel in territory surrounded by the enemy, the entire
mission was extremely successful., Great distruetion to enemy insta-
1llations and shipping was effected.

It then fell to the 90th Scuadron's lot to assist in the defense

of Australia. Innumerable times they scared ower Jap bases, covoys, and

warships that were protected by enemy aircraft in superior numbers,
did their work and slipped away. Their superhuman efforts aided the
Allies to hold New Guinea through the dark days when it appeared the
enemy would even take Port Moresby,..and, in fact, were but 25 miles
from our present area at 17 Mile Field,,.

These men, ground personnel and ccmbat crews, working with
perfect coordination under the worst conditions in the world, have
carried the proverbial "ball" for 15 months, driving deeper inte
enemy bastions, Getting little relief....and giving ungrudgingly
of time and effort, they have struck again and again, dropping
nearly a million pounds of bombs and firing 200,000 rounds of
ammmition. '

0f 6000 hours of flight in these 15 months, 3340 have been
spent in combat; 850 individual airplane missions or sorties have
been carried out successfully, and 198 Squadron missions and sorties
have been chalked up. The Squadron has thusly added rmore missions
to its record than any other Squadron in the Southwest Pacific
Area to date. It has also received more individual decorations for
bravery than any other Squairon in the SWPA. And lately, though
we hate to mention this, its rate has been the highest, by far,
and yet, the men of this Squadron have continued to carry out
their duty in the finest traditions of the Air Force...and still are.

Besides punishing Japanese harbor installations, gun positions,
supply depots, defenses, dropping supplies to jungle-bound treops
and carrying on long-range reccnnaissance, the 90th has fcund time
to sink 10 transports, four destroyers, one submarine, and shoot
down 14 enemy aircraft,

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQO12958

238



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958

Outstanding among these achievements is the part the 90th
played in the Bismarck Sea Battle, the first complete victory of
land-based aircraft over a naval-escorted convoy protected by
aircraft, Sixteen Jap ships left Robaul with a full division of
erack troops te reinforce Lae and Salamua, their last footheld in
New Guinea. The 9Cth was waiting for them in company with other
units of the Australian and American Air Forces. And today,
added to hundreds of other unsuccessful Japanese efforts to supply
New Guinea baszs, every enemy ship, trancport and naval vessels
as well, lies at the bottom of the Bismarck Sea.....and 15,000
Jap soldiers will not have to be dealt with individually. For that
brilliant two-day dispateh of what might have cost six months
struggle in the Jungles, the following officers and Enlisted men
of the 90th were recormended for citations: Maj, E.L, Larner,

Capt J.P. Henebry, Capt R.D. Chatt, Capt D.M. MeNutt, Capt J.W,
Smallwood, Capt R.H. Launder, Capt J.B. Criswell, 1lst Lt G.K,
MeCoun, 1st It J.E, Sbisa, lst Lt R.J. Moore, 1st Lt R.W. Reed,

1st It H.L, Reid, 1st Lt P,H, Hawkins, lst It M.W, Fisher, lst

Lt W.G. Paine, 1st Lt J.J. Clarke, lst Lt C,.W. Howe, 2nd Lt R.V.
Lockhart, 2nd Lt L.H. Jones, 2nd Lt W.S. Lee, 2nd Lt K.E. Rosebush,
2nd It O0.A. Randerson, 2nd Lt G,L. Wonderly, 2nd Lt E.T. Sclomon,
2nd 1t H,R, Miller, 2nd Lt J.W. Pryor, 2nd It W,F, Rickord, F/0
M.J, Carse, RAAF, S/S H,P, Barnes, T/S C,S, Norton, S/S F.L, Timber-
lake, 8/S H, Axt, S/5 J.H. Clark, S/S R.R. McKinney, S/S W.H.
Epperson, S/8 A.J. Swain, S/S J.W. Rowland, S/S B. Estep, S/5 C.C.
Thompson:, S/S C,H, Maupin, S/S P,W., Malito, §/S V.G, Patterson,

S/8 H.W. Dickinson, 5/S R.G, Rowland, S/S A, Martin, Sgt R.W, Harrel
Sgt F,0, Sampson, Cpl S,B, Burch, Cpl S.P, Newell, Pfc W.E, Byrkett,
Pfc W.W. Butler, Pvt J.C. Bogss, Sgt K.A. Richards, RAAF, P/0 W.C,
Blewett, RAAF, Sgt A.L, McDonald, RAAF, Sgt E.P. McCarthy, RAAF.

Following closely upon the completion of the Bismarck Sea
Battle, Naval Intelligence reported a hugé submarine in Lae Harbor.
The 90th was chosen for this attack, as we all well know by now,
and seven directs and five near misses were credited..As the result
of the sinking of this boat, one of Japan's four largest afloat,
the 90th is permitted to display a white submarine on the fuselage
of its planes...the only land-based outfit in New Guinez that is
accorded this honor....so far to date in this war..

But there are no swelled heads in this Squadron..the btoys
continue to do the thiigs soldiers uswally do..sweat out the mail
sweat the chow line..play cards for high stakes...play craps after
pay day..write letters....grumble about everything in general but
never lose their loyalty to Squadron and Country and Family..go to
all movies that come within five miles of the area. .and think
lovingly and longingly of their homes and families..yes, they'd
like to feel good old United States dirt under their feet again..
and in the words of many "Give us 30 days' leave in the States and
we'll be able to fight the Bastards twice as hard for twice as long".
and sc it goeS...

Until then, they'll do as they have been doing...a difficult
job the best way they know how.
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At night many of the boys went over to the Engineer area

and saw "The Glass Key" with Allan ladd and Veronica Lake......

May 2- Lt McCoun, Lt Howe, Lt Wonderly and Lt MacLellan and
erews flew formation in the morning...

In case this Department forgot to mentionm it before, Lt
Criswell was promoted to Captain and 2nd It Ransom was promoted to
1st Lisutenantesessees oes

"Stage Door" at night with Ginger Rogers and Katy Hepburn.,.
a darn good show, but as usual somethine wenbt wreng with the pro-
Jector am the movie was ended before it was half way through,...
Lt Queen, Special Services Wheel, is pgetting his share of the
screaming when things go wrong these days,.....

Our new Post Exechange is opened now,..it is under M/Sgt
Nickelson who has had much experience along these lines...soap,
tooth paste, candy, tomato juice, gum, shoe polish, atationary and
what-not are on sale and with promise of a heavier and more choice
stock to comey..

May 3- Monte Kleban, formerly of N.B.C. and now with the
newly organized A-2 of Fifth Air Force, was around getting some
pictures of Major Larner and some of his past history...Kleban
is writing a story on Larner for the Air Force Magazine and for a
commercial weekly magazine in the United Statesi..i.ovievscrnes

The Rue Room is now undergoing a remarksble change...screening
is 211 completed, the floor completely laid, the bar is rapidly
taking shape, and things in general speak of a big blowout in the

near future-u-c.nlcaooln
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Sgt Hastings is also organizing things for his NCO Club which
is to be erected scon.....at the moment he is dealing in figures,..
the amount of wood needed and nails etc...

Lt Hawkins and his flight of Lt Moore, Lt Paine, Lt Solomon
and Lt Sbisa and crews returned from Dobordura.....they had been
on the alert over there since their arrival,,.the one mission they
had flown was this morning when they went to Gasmata to surprise
some rumcred bombers on the ground.,.... All ships made it with the
exception of Lt Sbisa, who, by virtue of drawing cards, had to be
the one ship to stay behind..... The flight had been made early in
morning with B P-38's overhead as upper coverage....appraoching
Gasmata, Hawkins had thrown his ships into echelon and they made
individual strafing attacks at the runway, houses, village and
ground installations....no bombs were carried....l4,500 rounds of
.50 calibre ammnition was expended on 32 passes at various targets.
No bombers were there but they started many fires and in general
it was a successful mission,....the flight formed rapidly and they
withdrew from the target area...the trip home was thru instrument
weather, a front having moved in....some of the pursuits moved down-
stairas and flew on our wings....nearing Dobordura a flight of P-40's
came out to investigate and the P-38's moved upstairs again, just
in case they were Zeros and not P-40's,....after gassing up, all
ships returned to home baseiecssssasness

News came out at night that Capt Henebry is now 90th Squadron

C0...everyone pleased...Jock's record here has been excellent....
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"To be or not to be™ played at night with Carol Lombarde and Jack
Benny,... 8 rare cpmedy=-melodrama, seesessessessrs
Cool and refreshing rain falling......excellent for sleeping....
May 5- This continuous rain is playing havoc with the spirits of
8lliseeses
Our field is getting flooded as the river is rising...we may have

to move our planes to Wards Drome at 4 Mile Field......ss

News that the Japs pulled a 50 plane raid over Darwin and knocked
. down 18 Spitfires...depressing news as the Australian-manned Spitfire
group is a highly recognized unit that has seen much service in the
Far East and in the skies over England........the news finally dribbled
in that the "Spits" had been sent aloft too soon and as a result when
the enemy was encountered, they had little gas left and subsequently
crashed for lack of fuel.....only three pilots, perished, however....
Fifth Air Force says that the Japs have now got 260% more airpower in
this area than we have...the last report shows that we have approximately
. 150 medium and heavy bombers and nearly 250 pursuits in New Guinea.,.
That does not mean thay could all be aloft together as many are out for
maintenance ete.....However, General Kenny said the other day that he
expected 1500 planes hepe by Fall....Just what type planes they will be
is everyones guess.....
The Rue Room nearly completed today.....a case of scotch that Capt
Dennison racked off in Brisbane is the good excuse for a party that came
off at night.....mich noise and much singing..."Doc" Gillmore, now Major
Gillmore, was present, also Maj Hall and Maj Hood of Group.....Col Davies,

Chief of Staff, Fifth Bomber Command was also present. After several
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It rained all day and this did not help dry out our spirits.....

An English musical comedy played at night, the name of which, I
am sorry to say I don't remember....as usual, it was attended by all...

A eool rain falling at night.....very peaceful........

May 7- The photographer was present this morning to take pictures
of our planes in operation.......The Australian photographer, Mr.
Bagner, rode with It Bill Paine to get some shots of the fire power of
our plané....Paine made several runs on the wreck off Port Moresby...
the photograrher rode in the co-pilot's seat.,.......then Paine dropped
him at 3 Mile Drome where he boarded an A-20, as was prearranged, and
he then took some shots of Captain Henebry leading a 9 ship formetion
on some low attack work,....A1]1 worked out excellently..csvevsensssas

This morning, an Australian Colonel and a Lieutenant from an
Anti-Aircraft unit nearby, came over to Intelligence Meeting and gave
a lscture on their work.....We learned something about how they ™tracked"
planes at wvarious altitudes, which altitude was the safest to bomb from,
and various other problems that come to members of aireraft which con-
stantly have to be on the lookout for ack ack..seecssn

The Officers' first team played Lt Pat Head's 'Nings'; at night and
lost by a 5-3 count.....Lt "Whitey" Vinsen hurled for the 1lst team but
poor support gave the Wings the margin,..... The old man of the mound,
Head, untent his frozen arteries and hurled a 6 hit game.....Lt Peterson
of the "Wings" led the column for errors with three chalked up for him,
while Joe Castelli took the strikeout column with three s pectacular and

magnificent returns from the plate with "nary a touch of the ball",..
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Several of the Officers attended a party at the 30th Squadron which

Wing Commander "Elack Jack" Walker gave.......it was found that the
Australians are even more rough than the Americans when in the privacy
of their own club...and Walker was not spared either....he had his
complete uniform torn off his back....All in fun, you understand.....

May 8- Three ships went aloft for formation, then three more....
this was a new plan of the CO's.,,.from now on men will train in elements
of three,.... In this way, the individual elemert can do more difficult
maneuvers and thereby teach the wing men to stay in formation better
than if they were to train in a large formation where the moticn to each
side has to be mere conservative due to the size of the flight,...Then
when the various elements have improved their formation flying, the
usual large flights of 9-15 ships will be resumed...... to the casual
observer this might seem amazing....Combat crews are the best flisrs
today, and so forth..,.well, this is true...but the best fliers can
become very poor formation fliers if they don't fly a lot and practice
a lot,...,.and in our case, where we have not had mahy missions of late,
this is no exception....thus, the decision by Capt Henebry to make an
emphasis on this flying in groups of three ships.,....

At 10 AM Operations called and all ocur gircraft were put on an
alert for a mission.....all available ships were loaded with 500 pound
bombs and 4000 rounds of .50 calibre ammunition...gas tanks were loaded...
cameras installed....the following crews were notified that they were

alerted and to be ready for a 12:15 takeoffeeesss.s
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PLANE _ PILOT CO-PILOT RADIO GINNERS UPPER GUNNERS
697 Capt Henebry Lt Lee Lt’Soffer(N) /S Lott S/S Crovisier
L49 Lt Howe Lt Jones Pvt, Clifford T/S Loftin
443 Lt Castellli Lt Key Cpl lLukozak S/8 Clark
981 Capt Launder , Lt Davis, R, 8/8 Rowland J. S/8 Estep
721 Lt McCoun Lt Davis, H. 8/8 Dietz Sgt Boggs
732 Lt Fisher Lt Meding Pvt Baumgardner 5/8 Sucker
482 ' Lt Hawkins Lt Rickord 8/8 Sampson Pvt. Hornburger
442 Lt Wonderly It Miller Pvt. Bohrer 8/S Maupin
437 Lt Reed Lt Sigismund Pfc, Storm S/8 Powers
487 Lt Pryor Lt Saunders 8/8 Butler §/S Harrell

Coffee and sapndwiches were brought to the line and the crews ate
. their lunch there before the briefing.....the story was this; the Japs
had two cargo vessels coming into Madang...they were expected to arrive

there about 3PM,..they had top cover of Zeros...the 90th Sguadron was

was to go in and sink them,...Beaufighters would strafe the strip at
Madang prior to our strike..while 16 P-3B8's would provide top cover...
Takeoff was 12:15.....Assembly was poor due to clouds en route....by"
the time Wan was reached the ships were all in formation....Lt Fisher's
ship was smoking badly half way to the target so he turned back.....

. We were to pick up the P-38's at Saidor and proceed to the target together..
We dropped to the sea in the vicinity of Saidor, picked up the P-38's
(they were at about 14 thousand, there being an overcast at about 15000
feet), and started towards the target....the Beaufighters were about
5 miles ahead of US......Capt Henebry had trouble getting rid of his
turret tank and had to shale his ship violently to make it release..
8/S lott and It Soffer, who were pushing it, almost went with if.when
it released...sesses In the vicinity of Madang a rain squall was encountered

which gave us the element of surprise as we came in low.....we approached
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Madang from the rear, that is, coming in over the trees from inland to-

wards the sea,....10 planes in 3 flights.....as we broke there the rain

squall, we saw the two cargo vessels just off of Madang.....fires on the
Madang strip testified to the Beaufighters' presence.....Capt Henebry's
flight took the larger of the two ships while Capt Launder led his
flight over the smaller.....eight Zeros came in from the North but they
were not too eager and did not come in too close....Lt Hawkins came in
and polished off with his flight what was left of the large cargo ship
after Henebry, Howe and Castelli had hit it...... While Henebry and
flight made a second run, this one on the ship that Launder and flight
had passed over....by this time both ships were settling fast and were
burning furiously.....the 1500 ton vessel was givin out thick, black
smoke; while the 40O tonner was settling in the stern....several ships
still having bombs left, runs were made on the surrounding native villages...
an enemy aircraft was observed burning on the Madang strip while the
tovn area was burning furiously.....a barge at the end of the runway was
being strafed by Beaufighters while several of the Zeros that hovered
around were being engaged by other Beaufighters........ On the way
down the coast, McCoun went inland and dropped his bombs on villages and
strafed them...and was attacked by two Zekes who made frontal attacks...
1t Hawkins brought his element up behind them and scared them away vhen
He put & burst into them,..Reed and Wonderly followed suit.......Pvt
Hornburger and S/8 Maupin got in several good bursts when & Zake made

an attack from high 6 O'clockesssessnss S/8 Powers got in a good burst
on this pass......Lt Howe suffered a burst of ack ack in his upper turret

and suddenly T/S Loftin found himself with half of his covering gone....
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Boi'are the Japs drove into m, Salamua and Buna, th:ltm one or
mr tarcets.
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£ Jap bombers destroysd on Mapang nmwayhy rt.he 90th -
Capt Henebry led the flight
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8 Zekes flew paralled to Henebry's flight but never came in too close,..
Capt Launder's flight was attacked thfica.....s/s Estep and $/S Harrell
got in burst with results unobserved.,.Sgt Boggs was unable to fire his
guns due to mechanical failure....Throughout this entire engagement which
lasted for abo*it 10 minutes, no friendly fighters were seen....By the time
Saidor was reached the P-38's came down and scared the Zekes away,.....
three of the enemy aircraft were observed to be "Haps", and one was shot
down by a P-38.....The return trip was uneventful....excellent weather
throughout,........» During the interrogation by Lt Byron, assistant .
Intelligence Officer, it was learned that we had successfully dropped
26 of the 35-500#5 second delay bombs carried and expended 13,000 rounds
of .50 calibre am;mition.. « s s+ nUMErous correspondents were in the camp
area after dinner to get news stories on this engagement....meinly because
there had been such a lull of late that they needed news...and the 90th
always seems to provide colorful news for the papers,..all the crews were
given over to the men of the press for release in home town newspapers.,...

"Star Spangled Rythmn" played at night with a galaxy of stars..Bob .
Hope, Fred McMurray, Franchot Tone, Bing Crosby, Vera Zorina, Rochester,
Paulette Geddard, Dorothy Lamour, Veronica lake, Allan ladd, and many
others...... & skip by Rochester almost tock the show......excellent
entertainment and just the sort we need over here to make us dream wsll,,

Actually cold at nipght and meost of us slept under blankets.ssse..

The Roo Room being used a lot these evenings,...Ping Pong, poker,
checkers, singing, and bull sessions seem to be the main attraction...

ard, Oh Yes!! There is the bar alsc.sssess
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May 9- The 90th had a "Gravy Run" today....a cargo vessel en route
for Merauke and vicinity was protected by our ships against the possi-
bility of Jap submarines which have been much in evidenece in these waters
lately,.....Lts Hosbach, Bridges, and Sbisa pulled down these missions,...
Nil sightings.....

Frank Robertson of International News Service and a reporter from
the Chicago Tribune czme over toc the area and interviewed Technical

Sergeant Lee on the first anniversity of "Mortimer", #443, under fire...

. "Mortimer", the recipient of over 600 hours in the air, of which over
three hundred are combet hours, is the subject of much publicity these
days....it is a hard job to find a plane that can weather combat this
long......a great deal of credit for this goes to T/S Lee who made this
possible with his excellent care for the ship in his capacity of Crew
Chief of same.......T/S Chesson's #4.9("Fat Cat") still has about 100
more to go to better this, although Chesson's ship does wear over 350
scars on its 0ld bod¥e.sseenes

2 . Wing Commander "Black Jack" Walker tock a bath today when, in his
Beaufighter, he crashed into the sea 2 miles off Kila Drome,...an engine
cut and he was unable to maintain altitude...an excellent job with no
damage to personnel.......

May 10- The Associated Press Photographers came over this morning to
take some pictures of our ships strafing -the wreck and bombing it,...Lt
Roy Moore and Lt Bob Reed took them up.....Moore's photographer took shots
of his crew and then shot pictures of Reed's ship in flight.....Reed'a
camera man, &ttempt-ed to take a piecture of Lt Solomon dropring his eggs

on the wreck, but, unfortunately, his camera would not function properly...

-
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Ed Witiss, A.P. man riding with It Reed had his nerves badly shaken by the
¢loss formation that Moore was flying.....Suffice it to say that they (The
photographers) did not show up in the afternoon for a retake,...Howsver,
they expect to take a picture of each ship and its crew and members of the
varions departments, such as Armament, Supply, Engineering and Operations...
for home town releases.ssesss

A complete list of all erews given to the Preass today...in this way,

o }
]

gunners and Co-Pilots, who hitherto had cbtained a small share of the
inelight on various missions, will be available for the sare as the lst .
Pilots....s & complete list of addresses ms well were given... In this manner
if Joe Blow, the Reporter; hears that John Drocl, the Pilot, sinks a boat;
then Joe Blow will consult this list and see that Drooll!s crew is made of
sertain men with certain addresses....this will iron out any differences pre=
valent, &3, if you are going To have any publicity, and its cbvious that there
is, then it's important that ith done correctly.
Incidently, Capt Chatt, Operations Officer, scheduled all pilots
todsy for flying.....Ordinance gave us guite 4 few line 100 pounders to .
practice with. «.. Thusly, Chatt flew all ships, and all crews,,.in some cases,
two 1st Pilots flew together and shared the lst p:‘llct.".t.ime.....ﬂood practice
for the new co-FPilota who had not dropred many bombs a la medium altitude
PrecisioNe, sas'sss s i
4t 11 AM the Orderly Room got the news that there was a "Red Alept"
Offe'vs « o+ +Sgt Fortner, lst Sergeant, fired his gun three times din the air
(the Alert Alarm)... :Suddenly the mess hall belched forth men who ran to
the hills and the slit trenches.....However, it was e falss alarm...in fact,

the canse of the Alert was Wing Commander "Black Jack" Walker who was flying
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a gilver P-39 at 20,000 feet North of Port Moresby without his IFF

Equipment Olesesssss !

After lunch Lt Bob Reed was notified to the effect that he was
promoted to the rank of Captain.....Bob, who is a Flight Leader will-
deserved this promotion... Incidently, he is a proud father of a
menth's standing.secses

Lt "Lefty" Ingram is a proud father as of today......via the wire
this bit of good NEWSsssasssses

At night, "Remember Pearl Harbor" played....a great deal of pro-
paganda that is not appreciated over heresssssssesssss

Wing Commander Walker brought over several of his men tonight and
a very merry party ensued in the sanctityof the Roo Room,,...All men
walked out by Midnight and went to bed, with the exception of one
Australian Squadron Leader who spent the evening on the floor, propped
up against the bareiisssssssss

An extremely cocl day.....the Trade Winds are resronsible for
this,.e... What is the cause of this? Some air 4s warmer and lighter
than other air and has a tendency to rise as high as it can....when
this happens, cooler air flows inward at lower levels to replace it,
thus bringing about "The Trade Winds"......Anyways, they are mighty
comforting and from ncon on each day, the whole area is swept by & re-
freshing, if somewhat disturbing, breeze.....Which brings to mind that
the rainy season, or "wet season" is on its way out...the cause of this
"wet season”" in New Guinea is the terrific heat of the land causing the
air to rise to great height, where it is cooled and releases most of its

vapour in the form of rain.....However, becaunse the sun is not always
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over the equator, but moves North and South of it, most equatorial
regions, of which New Guinez is one, have two seasons during which there
are terrifie rainstorms and two seasons relatively dry.....we ars now
in the process of receiving the "Dry Season™.......

May 11- No £ly7ing this morning because & bombing restriction has
been placed on the wreck temporarily.....However, there is a lot of
flying off this Fleld, of late by the 3Bth...the 38th Group got 2
mission today to Gasmata to bomb the ranwvay and dispersal arsf......
Unfortunately, bad weather drove them backi...ssvesss

In the afternoon, Lt Sbisa "slow timed" ﬁis plane......to "slow
time" an aireraft is to break in its new enginss as easily as possible.
Just as one would not take their new Ford car and run it un te 70 MPH,
the same applies to flying a new plane with new engines....one flies
it for the first 6 hours at a reduced throttle and RFM setiing.....

Capt Henebry and Lt MeCoun bombed the wreck off Port Moresby and engaged
in some dogfighting with a Beaufipghter who was also in that area.....

Capt Henebry had & meeting with the Department Heads this morning and

the following men were recommended for promctions,...From Staff Sergeant
te Techniecal Sergeant, Ralph I, Simpsons from Sergeant to Staff Sergeant,
Woodrow M. Watters, Brnest Moser, and Urban H. Summer; from Corporal to
Sergeant, Anton W, Spenger, Joseph W,P, Boulay, Gus 8, Tomajke, and

Delmar W. Haskin; from Private First Class to Corporal, Tayler L. Dawidsen,
Richard F, Brumbaugh, Hurshel B. Chapin, Gerald L. Kennedy, and Gorden W,
Broward; from Private to Private First Class, doe M. Hornburger; William

L. @arothers, William Henry, Richard C, Gentry, John C. Heffernan, Frank W,

Cuttendorf, and Lester L. CGriggs.
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May 12- No flying in the merning..... &:cigarette issue after break-
fast.swase.

Capt MacNutt finally got back from Brisbane after having been hos-
pitalized for two months there...looking none worse for wear.....svees

Pyt Hylton, & former Radio-Gunrer, returned to the area from Dobordura
he had a bad case of the "Jiggers"......these are caused by walking thru the
deep grass in the Dobordura,..The "Jiggers" is a rash that proves mighty
uncomfortable at times, and the only cure is to dig the small red bug from
out of the skin where it burrows.....Anyways, Hylton, back here for a rest
and to cure himself of this scourge, is slated to return to Dobordura in
two déys....its seems that he likes it over there....and, Oh, yes...one can
make oneself available of a Jeep at one's discretion overe there if there
is a movie to be seen or an area to visit,....And the swimming is excellent,
the climate agresable, and life is rather pleasant....s

The newest dope is that the 90th Squadron will move to Dobordura in
7 days and be permanently.stationed there,...in line with this, Capt Henebry
flew Capt Denniston and M/Sgt Caruzzi over in the morning to lock over our
new arsd,......Denniston looked over the camp site while Caruzzi was inter-
ested in a place to set up our ground maintenance.... From all reports,
the setup looks alright...... The Officer's First Team played the "™Wings"
at night and won to a 4-2 count.......This puts the Officer's First team
ahead in the twc games series....a playoff is scheduled.for tomorrow night.
However, it is really a pitching duel between Criswell and the old man of
the "ings", Pat Head.,s:eees.ss

"Flying Fortress™ with Richard Greene played at night.....the reason
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the audience didn't walk out was due to the fact that it was so ecrowdad
that if anyone moved, all would suffer by it......It seems that one can
crawl over the wings of a high speeding bowber these d ays, put out a fire,
and get back safely to receive a decoration......Richard Greene did it as
we saw it..,..We also find that flying a Fértresa is & formal affair....
before 2 sunner may fire at & Me~109 he must get the 0.K, from the
Navigator, who will say, "You may fire now, station number 3".,... or
the pilot; before he may turn back home after dropping his bombs will
say, "Where do you want me to go, Navigator".........Great stuff,
these FortresseS....isias.

Checkers zare rapidly bécuming the 90th pastime...... The Special
Services Unit here at Port Moresby has given the area some new games
with which to amuse ourselves, and checkers seem to occupy the lime-
light v doiansne

May 13- The following planes and crews alerted..e.csseeesa.s

482 1t Hawkins Lt Rickord Lt Soffer(N) S/S Sampson S/S Newell
697 1t McKee Lt Rosebush 8/S ILott 8/8 Crovisier
721 It Maclellan 1t Davis, R, Pvt Bohrer Sgt Boggs

442 Capt Criswell 1t Key S/5 Baumgardner S/S Maupin
4LB7 1t Lockhart 1t Davis, H, Pyt Clifford S/S Harrell
793 1t Reid Lt Nelson 8/8 Casarino S/8 Patterson

Crews were awakened by the CQ at 4 AM, breakfast of hot cakes and
coffee at 4:30, and then to Intelligence which was held at 5 AM,....e. ;
takeoff was at 5:45..... Target was Gasmata,,.no bombs carried........
The runway and dispersal areas to be strafed.... B P-38's top cover....
The P-38's were to be picked up over Dobordura at 7 AM, but as our

planes arrived earlier than expected, they circled for a half hour

until the P-38's took off and joined them..... At Gasmata, Hawkins
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led the entire flight in spread out in echelon over the runway where
they sprayed the entire area with ,50 calibre amunition.....men
Hawkins sent McKee and Maclellan in to strafe individually while
Capt Criswell did the same to his flight...,.. Inaccurate small

calibre ack ack was encountered but this was not at all effective...

Capt Criswell picked up a shell hole in the cowling of his right

engine and that was the extent of damage tc all our shipS.isssssess

It Macletlan made his passes at about 220 mph and kept low as when
. he was over several hundred feet the medium ack ack would open on

% S e . Lt Lockhart observed some dap laundry being dried in

the sun on the shore Southwest of the runway, and he peeled off and

shot it up.s.... The 90th ships stayed over the target area for

15 minutes using up 18,000 rounds of .50 ammunition.,.:.esesssssss

Hawkins and Criswell got their ships back into formation and started

home...... Enroute Beaufighters of the 30th Squadron and B—25'§

of the 38th Group were passed on their way to Gasmata.,... Hawkins
. kept up & fast pace towards home and they arrived 20 minutes before

their scheduled ETA (estimated time of arrival)sesisesscssescsenss

It Kulin and T/Sgt Saunders maintained their usual :"play by play"

account of the entire mission.s....... That is, when ever there is

a mission, all the personnel on the field that is not busy, flocks

to the radio shack te listen over HG 5 to the ships on the missiocn.

one usually hears such vivid accounts of the battle as, "Reid to Hawkins",

where are you, where are you...l'm at 500 feet, ammunition all gone

and on my way home, where are you, where are you".,......0fceuees.

"Zeros!l... Zeros!! Two o'cloek high...Zeros!! Four of them.."....
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"Drop your turret tank, Gunners!! Here they come....one at 3 o'clock
high,....stay in close you birds".....or even still..,.."For Christ
Sake stay in formation you guys...you fly like kids!!™ and so it goes.
The people in the radio shack can draw & pretty good picture about the
mission from such talk as this,.,whether its a "gravy run" job or a
tough spot, sort of way back when the proverbial" going was rough"...
It is in this manner that many gunners and rilots who didn't make the
mission "sweat out" their mates.....Somstimes we wonder who gets the
most, exeited, the man over the target or the men behind the loud
speaker at home base....vess

Lt Jones was checked out by Capt Henebry today as a 1lst Pilot...
Jones, who has been flying as Howe's Co~-Pilot has proved himself an
invaluable pilot on his 15 missions to dat€.........

The Officers played. the "Wings" at night and it was a no-hit no-run
game for both Head and Criswell....an excellent game with but one error.
For the "™Wings", Hinisey ¢, Head p, Byron 1lst, Peterson 2nd, Reid ss,
Vinsen 3rd, Robbins, Randerson, McKee, and Maclellan in the outfield,..
For the Officers First Team, lee ¢, Criswell p, Howe lst, Reed 2nd,
McCoun s9, Ransom 3rd, Bridges, Hawkins, Ingram and Rosebush in the
outfield.issssvesina

A terrific wind blew 8ll dayivecscossanses

At night two Nip bombers came over and bambed the 38th dispersal
area,.... A h#lf moon obscured by clouds kept the Nips from sight...
but they-dropped a flare that must have hung overhead and burned
brilliantly for 10.-minutes...it later fell in cne of cur revetments on

BHE 1iN6, e cns ns ey b
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Capt Denniston and M/Sgt Tucker left for Dobordura today with 40
men of an advanced echelon.....they will set up the area.and get it in
readiness for the Squadron when it moves over.....Everyone said they'd
callthe transport that Tucker flew on "Tucker's last ride"...which
didn't make Toby feel too well as 3 transports had been lost mysteriously
lately on the flight over to Dobordura,..seceecs.

May 14— L4 ships flew to Dobordura today to be there on an.alert,..

they were.sssssseses

962 Capt Henebry Lt Lee Lt Ransom(N) Dietz Pardue Moser (E)

697 Lt Moore 1t Saunders Lott Crovisier Eagle (N)

487 Lt Ingram Lt Key Clifford Rarrell CGreen,R.F.(E)
437 Lt Helbert Lt Sigismind Strom Powers Thompson, J,B.(E)

4 T
cots, mosquito netting, flashlights, pistols and mess equipment were

required.cceas. ... However, just as they had started their engines and
were ready to taxi out for takeoff, a Red Alert was sounded, then recinded,
and then news came for all of cur ships to standby to fly out to sea in
case of a Jap raid, which was probable and expected at this point....

(The Japs raided Oro Bay instéad of Port Moresby today).....Utter
confusion reigned at 17 Mile Drome for about a half an hour,..and then
came word for all of our available aircraft to 1$ad up immediately for

a raid on Gasmata to attempt catching the Nips refueling there after

the Oro Bay raid....... Three more crews were arfanged for this mission.
Capt Henebry, Lt Helbert, Lt, Moore and Lt Ingram were scheduled as of

last night.....in addition the three new crews were as followS..eeses

946 Lt McKee Lt Rosebush Pvt Bohrer 8/8 Estep
793 Lt Pryor 1t Jones .. 8/8 Cassarino S/3 Patterson

732 Lt Maclellan Lt Paine 8/5 Sucker  Cpl Lukaszak
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Also s cheduled were the 38th Group, Beaufighters and P-38 teop
COVer....... Lt Hawkins, who was scheduled to lead the 2nd flight
of our ships, had all his brake pressure drain out onhim before takeoff,
and consequently he was unzble to fly..... The entire air armada took
off at 12 PM,....there were nil sightings at Gasmata, the Nips apparently
having returned to Rabaul after the Oro Bay Raid.,...The runvay vas
bombed, however, and the adjacent areas strafed thoroughlyvevessseees
At night, Ginger Rogers in "Fifth Avenue Girl" played for the
90theeses.. Trite comedy, but we all like Ginger ROZers......esesss. ¢
Perusual, M/Sgt Nickelson did a good job in the PX, getting in a new
stock today and selling most of it before the show started,..a new item
is "pop".....pretty horrible stuff, and many suspect that Lt Peterscn,
the PX Officer, is working in cohorts with the Nips...because the
stuff gave many of us the old G,I. TunNS.esessss
Half way through the movie the CQ poked his head in the hall and
yelled out that three ships were alerted immediately and then read
out the names of the following men to report to the orderly roomaiss.. .
and of course the Armament and Engineering men had to report to the
line....... The following men and crews were scheduled for a mission
to Lae to knock out a transport reported unloaﬁing supplies in the

harbour there..sessses

793 Capt Reed Lt Vinsen Lt Soffer(N) S/8 Casarino S/8 Patterson
946 Lt Reid Lt Rust Cpl Kerstetter 3/8 Poet
697 1t Solomen Lt Nelson 8/8 lott 3/8 Crovisier

The three ships made excellent night takeoffs, formed culckly and

passed over the field in perfect formation en route to the target.,..
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The weather over the "hump" was favorable, but on the other side numerous

thunder showers were encountered and gradually the flight broke up and
tried to find the target by themselves..... Unfortunately, bad weather
and poor visibility kept all the ships from reaching Lae...all ships
went down as low as 10 feet above the water, but still were unable to
get throughe...s.ss- :

News trickled in that 32 Zeros were patroling overhead near lae
today.... The Nip must be moving something in there.ssssvessesesnsss

Oh, Yes!! I forgot to mention that Lt Lockhart took #721 over to
Dobordura today...He had to take Doc Maguire over to set up an Aid Station,
Also making this trip were 5/S Humphries, Engineer..Sgt Williams (Ck)ee...
Lt Petterson(ARM), Pyt Hornburger, amd Lt Davis, H,(CP)....they were
back by SUPpPEre..sscsss

May 15.000....Lt "Doc" Maguire just received his Captaincy Today....

7 Ships were alerted for possible shipping at 4 AM,...they sat
around at the line until 8 AM when suddenly Capt Chatt, Operations Officer,
received word from Maj Petrie, Group Operations, that the Japs had 2
destroyers and & transports off Arawe on the South Coast of New Britain
and were heading towards Rabaul..... Immediately all 90th planes avail-
able were alerted, as were the 38th Group ships..... The following

planes were ’c'hed'lllsd-no-oo.ocanoo

PILOT CO-PIIQT GUNNERS

962 Capt Henebry Lt Lee Lt Ransom(N) S/S Dietz T/S Pardue

697 Lt McKee Lt Rosebush 3/S Lott 3/3 Crovisier
732 Lt Lockhart Lt Davis, R. Cpl Lukaszak 8/8 Sucker

981 . Lt Bridges Lt Meding S/S Rowland,J S/S Estep

721 Capt Criswell Lt Saunders Cpl Kerstetter Pvt Hormburger
9L6 Lt Sbisa Lt .Seott Pyt Bohrer 8/8 Clark

793 1t Helbert - Lt Sigismund 8/8 Casarino S/3 Patterson
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At 9 AM engines were started...the battle order was the B-17's
to hit first, then the Beaufighters, then the 38th Group, and last, the
90th to give the coup de grace,,..P-38's would be top cover....the S0th
taxied to the runway to find the 38th Group warming up their engines..,
chaos reigned ‘at the runway...but finally the 38th took off, and the
90th followed suit..... 1In the distance one could see the Flying
Fortres-es climbing slowly with the Beaufighters scrambling underneath...
Rendez-vous was Dobordura with Cape Ward Hunt the alternate....However,
weather was excellent and the pursuit were picked up as planned......
The air armada hit a heading of 32 degrees towards Arawe and hit the
coastline around 11 AM,,.nil sighting so a direction towards CGasmata
was taken....numerous rain squalls were in the vicinity,... Capt Henebry
led his ships around them while the Beaufighters sometimes darted in
them to see if the Nip convoy wes hlding there,.... About 11:30, Lt
Lockhart, unable to transfer gas due to & faulty fuel pump, turned back..
10 minutes later the 90th turned around as we were running low on gas
and it was evident that the convoy "just wasn't", or was damn-well
hidden in a thick rain sguall,.,...... Pilots pushed back in their seats
breathed deeply.. Co-Pilots took over the wheel...gunners sighed and
kept an eye open,,...2) minutes out of Dobordura the weather was excel-
lent 2gain.... The Beaufighters had streaked for home and were way
ahead, while the P-38's were already landing at Dobordura...... Suddenly,
Lt Helbert noticed some strange planes below heading in the opposite
direction.....Capt Henebry also saw them.... They locked like B-25's,..

Capt Henebry led his flight down to look at them...suddenly he saw the
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red circle on the wings...."Japs",...all planes simultaneously swung

towards the Betty Bombers, as they were just that, and within firing
range all men had charged their guns and had their fingers on the
trigger..... Suddenly 10~15 Zeros came right at the 90th formation...
at this point several men had opened up on the Nip bombers...with the
Zeros present all thought of getting the bombers was out...now it was,
Get the hell out of here....On the first pass Capt Henebry got his plane
riddled with holes...they came in at high 3 o'clock, 9 o'clock and from
6 o'clock low.....on the 2nd pass, S/S Clarke, in Lt Sbisa's ship defin-
itely was credited with a Zero which blew up and fell into the ocean......
It Helbert, low on gas, fell out of formation and was attacked by 3 Zeros
which made a sieve out of his plane,,... For about 5 minutes the Zeros
pressed home their attack but the expert handling of the guns by our
upper turret lads drove them off.....8/S Patterson and Pvt Hornburger
almost got themselves a Zero each but clouds obscurred their vision at
time8.. .. asss. All ships landed at Dobordura with the exception of
Capt Henebry who came home and landed......Lt Helbert, low on gas,
landed at Dobordura against the red light flashed at him....eecceees.

Back in the radic shack, the boys were knee deep listening in on
the conversatiocn over the radic.....e.eess

The Nips raided Waun today which must account for the Zeros and
Betty Bombers seen en route to Rabanl..,..sevecnecans

The latest and best rumor today was this: that the Marines have
made a landing in New Britain,.... this would be a sound rumor in yview
of the repeated raids that we have made against the Nips only decent

airbase nearby, Gasmata..... this would alsc account for the Nips
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perhape landing troops in the vicinity of Arawe (as is the belief in

many guarters).....and this would a~count for the visits that Admiral

Halsey, Navy Wheel, has paid to General MacArthur of late,..i.cei... -

Are we clearing the area between the Southern coast of New Britain to

the shores of New Cuinesa for a possible move on the part of cur fleet

into this areat . Time will t511¢|0-¢couﬁouc|o

Headguarters, Fifth Air Force, AP0 925, May 8, 1943...cccuivrsss

The following was released to the 90th Sguadron in General Order Neo. 80...

dwards of the Air Medal, Distinguished Flving Cross and The Soldiers .

Medal were awarded to the following...essesess

SUIDIFRS MEDAL
Capt John E, Gillmore
Corporal Edward J. Ksiezyk

Private First Class Louis W, Sigrist

DISTINGUISHED FIYING UHOSS
Capt Robert D. Chatt

Capt James B, Criswell
1st Lt Melville W, Fisher
Capt John P, Henebry

1lst Lt Charles W. Howe
1st Lt Gordon K, McCoun
2nd Lt Kieth A, McKee
Capt Donald M, Melutt
1st Lt Roy J. Moore

Capt Robert W. Reed

1st Lt Harlan L, Reid
lst Lt John E, Sbisa

Capt John W. Samllwood
1st Lt Phil H. Hawkins
1st Lt E, T. Solomon

TIK MEDAT (Postﬁmmgz
1st Lt John J, Clarke

Sgt Richard A. Martin

3/8gt Franklyn L. Timberlake

KIH FEDAL

Sgt Redus W, Harrell

1st Lt Phil H, Hawkins

2nd Lt Robert V. Lockhart

1st Lt William G, Paine

S/Sgt Vernon C, Patterson

2nd Lt William F, Rickord

Corporal Robert E. Berube

Private First Class Woodrow W, Butler
8/Sgt Andrew J, Swain

Private First Class William E, Byrkett
S/Sgt Joseph E, Clark

Pvt John C. Boggs .
8/Sgt Paul W, Malito

5/Sgt Harold Axt

2nd Lt lee H, Jones

S/Sgt Charles H, Maupin

S/Sgt Charles C. Thompson

Corporal S.P, Newell

2nd Lt Orval A, Randerson

Sgt Forrest 0. Sampscn

8/8gt Bennie Estep

. 2nd Lt Kenneth E. Rosebush

8/Sgt Jess W. Rowland
8/8gt William H, Epperson
2nd Lt Walter 8, Lee
5/8gt Richard 3, MeKinney

DISTINGUISHED FEYING CROSS (Pestimmuensty)
Major Edward L, Larner
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By dinner all ships had returned from Dobordura,..... after so much
flying it was great to have a leisure shower and stay over dimner for
a quiet smoke,.... However, the 90th was ealled out again at 6 PM
when 3 crews were alerted for & mission to Lae,..... Lt Phil Hawkins
was chosen to lead this seriocus mission and Lt Ingram and Lt MacLellan
were picked to fly on his wing,..s.... The crews for this flight were
as fDllOW’S...-..-----l---looonnl
SHIP  PILOT CO-FIIOT GUNNERS
482 Lt Hawkins Lt Rickord S/5gt Sampson S/Sgt Newell
727 1t Maclellan Lt Davis, H. S/Sgt Baumgardner S/8gt Shipley
487 1t Ingram Lt Key Pvt Clifford S/8gt Harrell

~ South of Lae Hawkins let down on the water to 500 feet and swung
North of lae and came in on the target from the Markam Valley towards
the oceaN.... A half mile from the target severe, accurate and devasta-
ting ack ack was encountered and search lights swung blindly thru the
skies hunting for them....... Hawkins dropped to treetop level and
Ingram followed suit while Maclellan stayed a little higher...........
sweeping over the runway, all planes opened bomb bay doors and let go
with 500 1b five second delay bombs..... It seemed impossible to flf
through the screen of steady machine gun fire....but Hﬁviicins, when he
was about a mile from the target, and out to sea, called over the radio
to his flight, "Everyone 0.K.?"....."Mac" c.alil.ed‘ in that #727 and crew
were 0.K., ut "Lefty" was not heard from....ack ack, of medium calibre
was still bursting all around at this point, end the two ships kept on
S/Sgt Baumgardner and S/Sgt Newell observed a hrgé Pire on the ed of
the Lae strip.,..... It was after the crews had been interrogated by

Lt Byron, that Lt Ingram and crew were given up for lost,..it is presumed
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that they were shot down a2t the end of the runway and that the large
fire there was "Miss Snafu" burning..esssvssees

In the interim, back at Port Moresby the Japs were active in three
night raids,....each raid was made by two ships flying close formation,..
On the first raid they dropped Plares and then bombed 17 Mile Drome,..
Cne of our nightfighters overtook the formaticn ten minutes later and
shot down one of the bombers which was seen from the 90th area to be
burning and then exploded upon hitting the ground,...The next two raids
gave Port Moresby cne of the most colorful demenstrations of anti-air=-
craft fire that it has seen to date,..the sky was jotted with bursting
yellow and red flak.....flares were dropred again by the Japs and they
also kept shooting 20 mm cannon shells at the searchlights that held
them so effectively.....they looked like two small silver butterflies
ag they traversed the sky above us....ack ack was very clecse to them on
both raids...... After the ':(AZL]. Clear" was sounded it was discovered
that "Earthquake", Sgt .Humphries' ship was hit badly by a 300 pound daisy
cubberiisesses. "Junior Bat" was also hit tut not seriously.....Sgt
Humphries and his assistants were in a slit trench whén two bombs hit
dangercusly close to them,...they say the impact was terrific......
The story goes that anything within & radius of a daisy cutter's are
of destruction, that isn't protected or hidden, will suffer......the
trees and bushes in the area of #72; a.r'e testi;nony to thifS.evsessnssii

This has been an extremely active day for the Japs and t:he Americans.
Several B-17 reconnaissance planes have been intercépted near Lae and
Gasmata today; scmewhat closer than the Jap rpursu'its' have been

operating....lately...Wau was raided by 20 Nip bombers today and protected
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by 10 fighters.....there is increased activity everywheressssesssseses

In view of the fact that our ships were all shot up so much today
without loss of life or injury to any of our crews, it would appear that
we had a lucky day were it not for the loss of Ingram and crew:.... This
was "Lefty's" 30th mission and he was a modest well-liked, easy-going
soldier.... It Key was on his 6th mission, having recently been
assigned to our Squadron..... Clifford was on detached service from
the 13th Squadron and was a veteran of over 25 combat sorties......
Harrsll, the recipient of the Alr Medal for his action in the Bismarck
Sea Battle, was & gumner whose merit is unexcelled.... A fine crew...
we 21l shall miss them,.. as Plato once exclaimed, "Only the dead have
seen the end of the warl"

It Pat Head was stricken with malaria today and "Doc" Peters had
him removed to the hospital....lt Byron, Assistant, takes over in his
absence..ees.

"Eyes in the Dark" with Edward Arncld and Ann Harding....good melo-
drama with the aceent on a "Rin Tin Tin" police dog that did everything
but smoke Arnold's pipes for him....ese.e

A very close and warm night,,.mosquitos out in full force.......

May 16- Only four ships in commission today...the rest are laid
up as a result of last night's Nip visit or the after effects of the
run-in with the Zeros coming back.from Gasmata......sss

At 11 AM the following crews alerted for mission to Lae to strafe

the airdrome in eonjunction with the Beaufighters, A-20's, and B-17's....

437 Capt Henebry Lt Lee Powers Storm
946 Lt Castelli Lt Scott Bohrer Clarke
442 1t MeCoun Lt Rust Baumgardner Maupin
482 Lt Howe It Saunders Sampson Newell
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Howeve;', nothing came of this as before Fifth Bomber Command could
make 1Up their m;‘.nds; weather closed in on us and the target area......

Everyone still talking about Sgt Joe Clarke's excellent performance
yesterday when he chalked up a Zero for the Squadron......: T

Several promotions today in the Kitchen....Pfc Melvin A, Stegman
was made a Corporal.....Pvt Jesse E. Johnson was made Private First
Class...,and Cpl, Emery G. Sullivan was made a buck Sergeantssecescess

1t Sclomen, Lt Head, Lt Helbert and Lt McKee got their First
Lieutenaney today.... They had a long wait..csess

A beautiful big moon came out at night but no Nips came over.....

We all expected them and no .one was far from their glit trench and tin

May 17- The 89th Squadron is now settled at Dobordura.,... we still
are fixing our area up over there,... The Beaufighters of the 30th
Sguadron will not be there with us, it is understood....they will be
at Milne Bay.... a great disappointment as we always like an attack in
conjunction with Wing Commander "Black Jack" Walker's boysS,ssesssssses

It Castelli, Lt Miller, Lt McKee and three gunners are scheduled
to leave for Sidney tomorrow... This nes leave set-up takes the combat
crews right to that fair City via Adr Transport...secscssssesss

Tunis has definitely fallen with the capture of 175,000 Axis troops
and the campletion of the African Campaign..... Churchill in Washington
conferring with Roosevelt about new moves....everything is mentioned

except this sector as usuval...... Ve hope they haven't forgotten us....
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In the afterncon the same crews as yesterday were alerted for a
mission to Lae with the Beaufighters..... .with the exception of Capt
Reed and Lt Meding who took the place of Capt Henebry and Lt Lee.....
nil came of t.....es.

A Red Alert at 2:30,,...100 Jap bombers with pursuit coverage on
their way to Port Moresby....so the report said.....helmets and slit
trenches....... Down at the line you'd have thought it was pay day the
wvay everyone left the viecinity of the runway,..... However, the Jap

. air armada was turned back near Wan,...e..s
At 10 PM....another Red Alert.,..lasted for half an hour but nil

CAmME OVEelasssnssse’

May 18- It Castelli, Miller and McKee were slated for leave as of
todaYessesns
News is out that the 90th is moving to Dobordura tomOrroW.ssssess
May 19- A cloudy and dreary day.....Operations, Engineering, Intel=-
ligence, and Radio Sections all packed and sitting out on the runway
. awaiting the transports. But they never arrived as the weather was poor..
However, in the afterncon they arrived and all was loaded aboard,...coming
over the Owen Stanley Range, and ALERT was flashed to the transports
which turned around and scrambled back to Port Moresby.e...ce.cc.. aves
F/0 Harold R, Prince was assigned to the 90th today...He is a pilot,
"Someplace I'11 Find You" played at night...Lana Turner and Clark
Gable.... It made everyone feel perfectly awful.... The things lana
can and will do for the boysl!l
May 20~ 21 transports flew most of our ‘equipment: to Dobordura

LOdBY. csinnasscvassess .
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In the afternoon the fol owing crews flew over to Dobordura to

stand by on a barge mission.ese.se

962 Lt Maclellan It Scott S/8gt Dietz T/Sgt Pardue
9L6 It Howe It Vinson Pvt Bohrer 5/Sgt Fury
921 1Lt McCoun Lt Rust Pfc Govier 3/8gt Estep

It was a grand night for the mission....excellent weather...the
ships took off at half hour intervals....after five hours when the ships
had returned the final tally was merked down.....MacLellan had sunk 6
barges with three probables' South of Madang; McCoun had sunk three
South of Finchefen; and Howe had sunk one with two probzbles.,..l6 x 300
pounders dropned with 7480 rounds of .50 calibre ammunition expended....

May 21- A1l personnel is at Dobordura now except the combat crews
who are standing by on "Readiness",........:

Rained 21l daYssssssssssscsssensssnsssssnsansncs

May 22- The following crews went to Dobordura today in preparation

for a night barge misSioN. e snaess

9L6 Lt Sbisa Lt Vinson Pfe Bohrer S/S Fury

9¢1 Lt Moore Lt Seott Ffe Govier 8/S Estep
727 1t Pryor ‘Lt Davis, H. Cpl Kerstetter . S/8 Crovisier
437 It Solomon It Sigismund Pfe Storm §/S Sucker

It was a successful mission and several barges were sunk..but bad
weather set in and it was instrument flying getting back to the field,..

Lt Moore and his crew never returned....Cairns, Australia, reports
they had a "fix" on his ship and when last heard of he was in the viein-
ity of Karema.... This was a sad shock to the Squadron..........

The combat crews flew to Dobordura today in a nine ship formation,..

the rest of the day was spent in setting up tents and getting acclimated.
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Mative village near Bogia on North coast of New Guinea -
These natives were extremely bitter towards the Allies
and catered to the Jap's — They formerly were Head Hunters
and some still continue this ancient custom of New Guinea.
CONGRATS ON THE MISSION OF MAY 20, 1943 J .

EE VCC MR 17A
T BEG Z CC 211453/K PRIORITY SECRET

T0: COMBOMRON NINE ZERQ, THIRD BOMB GROUP

BC 5949
GENERAL WHITEHEAD AND COLONEL RAMEY SERD CONGRATULATIONS ON'FINE WORK

DONE TAST NIGHT FD PAREN CITE AFIRM THRBE PAREN D RAMEY.... MAJOR
HALL WISHES TO ADD HIS CONGRATULATIONS,
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Capl "Red" Johnson
Silver Star & DFC

3 /804, Tetep (miseing in action 5/22/43) S/5ct Hume,
Lt Zogebush, Lt MeCoun,.eseeseasaass
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A Red Alert at 10 PM but nil came over....the Alert is sounded here
by means of a high-pitech siren,cee.es

Capt Henebry and Lt Fisher went cut on a barge mission tonight and
turned in the score of "2 barges sunk and 16 probables...ll x 300 pounders
dropped and 5000 rounds of .50 calibre ammunition expended...esses.s

May 23= Nil activity..... Tents springing up all over the area.
The natives have done a good job on the Enlisted Men Area...it is lined
up in the form of streets....about 4 streets with about 15 tents to a
street....all tents are three f eet above the ground......

May 2= 7 shiﬁs alerted for a raid on Lae,...a ship was reported
sitting off the end of the runway....poor weather cancelled this mission.
However, at 5 PM 2 submarine was sighted of f Oro Bay and the 90th toock
off for this mission........Capt Henebry, It Reid, Captain Reed, Lt
Helbert, Lt Hosback, It Lockhart and It Wonderly made this mission....
nil sightings..... A violent tropical rainstorm suddenly came intc the
area prier to the 90th landing.... All planes but tvo made home base
before the vortex of the storm hit the field....It Reid and It Wonderly
were the unfortunate men....Reid circled Oro Bay and came in and landed
after the storm had left, while Wonderly decided to make Port Moresby...
He ran into severe icing at 16,000 feet over the ranges and his ship
began to drop steadily...... It Davis, R gave the signal to bail out..
Gunners S/3 Lott and 8/S Crovisier jumped and just aa;Davis and Wonderly
were getting into their parachutes, they came out of the storm into the
clear, moonlit skies over Port Moresby....Lt Davis did an excellent job

in assisting Wonderly, and it was a most precarious situation... To add
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CRDERLY ROOM
Front Row: S/Sgt Lnenicka, 1lst Sgt Fortner, Sgt Farrar

Back Row: Sgt Satterberg, Cpl Wendowski

SUPPLY
T/Sgt Davis, Sgt Gordon, Cpl Senger, Pfe Frachmin
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Chow Line - Dobndura, New Guinea
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Repubd tets "Thurderbolt" P-47 - at Dobordura where they
rel icved the P-38's of Homeguard

The old Jap rosd to Buma, Cocoamut trees in background
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0fficers Club -~ Dobadura

S/Sgt Franklin, Cpl Casino, Cpl Bernarg
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Operations - Dobadura
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Ttz 90th sinks two cargo ships off Madang in May -
12 zeros attacked the formation,

DoborDura fighter strip being compleisd in May
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irony to the tale, their ship, #697, was wrecked late at night vhen a
B-24 that was taking off from 14 Mile Drome, blew a tire and carsened’
into the parked B-25,..... Lott bailed out into a blizzard, landed
safety, trekked through the Hills for several days and with the help of
some natives made Port Moresby...... Crovisier never was heard of
again..... It is presumed that he may have landed in the ocean.....
He will be missed...... 8/8gt Crovisier was an excellent gunner and
had many missions behind hiM.ss.sscocsss

May 25 -~ A mission to Madang in the morning was called off by
Fifth Air Force.....Armament furious as they worked half the night loading
the ships.....M/Sgt Hastings looked very glum all da¥..eeeeosss

The following combat crews assigned to us today....F/0O Kemneth R.
ladd, F/0 William O, Ruse, S/Sgt Edward A, Adams, 5/Sgt Augustine Perez,
Sgt Leonard Parsons, F/O Urban L, Arens, 5/Sgt Winfred F, Westerman, S/S5gt
Bmmor B, Mullenhour, Sgt Michael Pecosky, 2nd Lt Clarance M, Shull, Sgt
Harry J, Spies, énd 8/8gt Herschel C. Piper......... Also lst It Benjamin
F. Burgess, S/Sgt Floyd G. Stephens, lst Lt Herman P, Pancher, 3/Sgt
Henry J. Malicki, 8/Sgt Paul F, ?Velent, F/0 Jay I. Shoop, Sgt Thomas F. .
0'Conner, Sgt Art G, Haught, F/0 Jack K. Harrington, Sgt James Bowling
and Pvt Cliffort E., Mann....... The 90th Sqguadron was very happy to
receive these new cambat men, to see some new faces, and to exchange the
news from the United States, these crews having just arrived from "back
where its rough"........ One more man also was assigned to this squadron
today.... Sgt Joseph T. MeDermott....eee...

#692, and old 38th Group ship assigned to S/Sgt Harper and Sgt Phay..

Lt McCoun was assigned as pilot of this plané.ssesesss
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The weather is very pleasant over here....few moscquitos and very
cool at night,cesiasss

May 26-. The following crews alerted for a mission for Madang...
962 Capt Henebry Lt Lee 8/8gt Dietz S/Sgt Covington
732 Lt Fisher Lt Rosebush S/8 Taber S/S Sucker
793 Lt Hawkins Lt Rickord S/5 Casarino 8/8 Patterson
449 It McCoun 1t Nelson 8/S Rowland Pvt Shipley
9)6 Lt Jones Lt Davis Pvt Bohrer S/ Fury

Severe and accurate A/A was encountered over the target, especially
along the end of the SE end of the rum@ay and from the town area......
The ships came in five abreast and dropped their parachute frags on the
runway and dispersal area...... on the way down the coastline a2 herd

of 250 cattle were cbserved North of Saidor......l50 were killed on many
passes,......L5 frag clusters, 12, 600 x .50 amo, and 75 x 20 mm. was
the ammunition used on this mission.......

May 27 - Lt Dick Saunders, new Australian Liason Officer gave an
excellent Intelligence summary of the ground positions in the Mubo area
this morning...... Our advanceparteols are but 4 miles from Salamua now...

Instrument time for the pilots in the afternocn....Hosback flew a
ship to Port Moresb¥.s..sass

Wonderly tock a ship aloft and hunted for his gumers near the area
he believed they bailed sut,...nil observations.......

Our first movie tonight..., Lt Queen, Squadron Special Services man
obtained "Ten Gentlemenfrom West Point" with Mureen O'Hara....excellent
entertainment.... ... terrific dovmpour throughoub.ssessesenssrs sonese

May 28 - Camp area flooded as a result of the storm last night..

Lt Lee and Rosebush were checked out as lst Pilots this morning.......
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5 Ships reported in the harbour of Madang, consequently 8 of our

ships were loaded with 1000 pounders....poor weather concelled the

mission.see.

come this afternoon at a mesting in the Roo Room....... Lt Queen discussed

Capt Henebry gave the Officers, the new Officers, an official wel-

the financial matberseeee.. «s

and the movie was never finished.... A "Red Alert" in the opening reel

A "Yellow Alert" at 3:30 PM but nil came of ihsesnassnsvsseis

"0ld San Francisco" played tonight but there was projector trouble

three Jap Bombers came over and were treated to considerable A/A by

our batteries...the search lights held them throughcut their bombing run..

their bombs fell in the Buna area with nil damage.,.

962
946
437
727
793
700
LL3
LL9

May 29- 8 ships took off for the Madang convoy...8 AM was takeoff time.

Hawkins
Bridges
Reed, R.
Solomon
Hosback
Reid
Pryor
Helbert

Rickord
Davis, H,
Sigismund
Saunders
Nelson
Meding
Rust
Vinson

Distz  Covington
Bohrer Fury
Ransom Strom
Kerstetter
Casarine
¥anovich

Lukaszak

Rowland

Baumgardner
Cole
Patterson
Carber
Maupin
Shipley

In the vicinity of Lae, Solomon's right engine cut out on him,...

he feathered it immediately, salvoed his bonbs and headed home.....

he had sufficient altitude to allow him to reach the field and make a

normal approach and landing,...and excellent job....sss

The target was

reached by the remaining ships with nil observations.....they proceeded

50 miles up the coast and then returned to home base...in the imterim,

5th Air Force found out that the convoy was 50 miles South of Wewak

(within our renge), but by the time Hawkins was notified, the flight was

half way home..-oooonl-
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In the afterncon the following Officers were transferred to the
8th Squadron from our midst,..... Lt Paine, Sbisa, Sigismund, Rust,
Reid, Bridges, and Vinson....... 8/Sgt Joe Fury was also transferred to
the 8th.....while 8/8 Julius H, Moore, Cpl Daniel Atkins and Sgt Jack
Kieth were transferred from the 13th to the 90th.e.eseirsssosssrissssssss

May 30~ B8 ships on alert for shipning in Hansen Bay, Wowak, but
nil came of this potential mission.......

8/Sgt Lott was found today and the Squadron was duly relieved to
hear of this.iseessves

"The Great Gildersleeve" played at night..... A "Red Alert" was
sounded but the Japs never came over so the movie was resumed.s.sss

May 31- Capt Robert Reed transferred to 5th Air Force today....an
excellent man and Cperations Officer leost to the Sgquadron.,....Lt Hawkins
taking over in his place.......

A B-17 crash-landing at 4 PM,.....attacked by 20 Zeros off Lae and
all members of the crew were wounded.aesesees

"Sky Giant" at night.... Richard Dix and Chester Morris....fair...,

June l..... Target Bogiajim....Nips, 500 strong, were using this
village (10 miles South of Madang) for accomodations for their troops
in the area.....we were to strafe and bomb it in cdnjunction with the
Beaufighters.....P-38's to be top cover...... The crews that made the

mission are listed below...sseesvsnncons

L37 Hawkins Rickord Soffer(N) Mau pin Strom
700 Wonderly Nelson Garber Manovich
710 Fisher Saunders Covington Butler
LL9 Maclellan Rosebush Shipley Rowland
946 Howe Davis, R. Burch Bohrer
793 McCoun Davis, H. Patterson Thompson
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General Order # 102
T/Sgt Robert L. Barlow Distinguished Flying Cross
Cpl Richard Wallace Distinguished Flying Cross
Lt Welfred B, Jones Adr Medal
It Robert F. Miller Ay Medal
It Joseph Poire Air Medal
T/Sgt John Chesson Air Medal
T/Sgt Kenneth Gatewood Air Medal
S/Sgt Irvin Inenicka Air Medal
8/Sgt Mitchel F, Wakem Aiy Medal
Capt Robert Chatt Oak Leaf Cluster to Distinguished

Flying Cross
8/Sgt Herbert Marion Oak Leaf Cluster to Alr Medal
S/Sgt Charles Maupin Dak Leaf Cluster to Air Medal
S/Sgt Richard McKinney Oak Leaf Cluster to Air Medal
T/Sgt Vernon Patterson Oak Leaf Cluster to Air Medal )
S/Sgt Charles Thompson Oak Leaf Cluster to Air Medal
Capt Wm R, Jchnson Distinguished Flying Cross
(pos thumiously)
8/Sgt Franklyn Timberlake Distinguished Flying Cross
! (rosthumuously)

Major Edward L. larner Air Medal (posthumuously)
Sgt James A, Carter Air Medal (posthumucusly)

General Order # 107
8/Sgt Raymond G. Rowland Air Medal
Lt Charles W, Howe Oak Leaf Cluster to Distinguished

; Flying Cross

T/Sgt lather B, Word Oalc Leaf Cluster to Air Medal
Sgt Harris B, Coffey Air Medal (posthumaously)

General # 111 & 134 & 135 .
5/Sgt Harold Axt Distinguished Flying Cross
Lt Melville Fisher Aip Medal
S/Sgt Joseph H. Clark Oak Leaf Cluster to Air Medal

General Order # 127

Lt Phil Hawkins S8ilver Star
Lt Edward Solomen Silver Star
T/Sgt Forrest Sampson Silver Star
T/Sgt Everett Synder Silver Star
5/Sgt S.P. Newell 8ilver Star

General Order # 142

5/Sgt Woodrow W, Butler Oak Leaf Cluster to Air Medal
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The mission turned into the proverbial "rat race" over the target
area with Beaufighters under Squadron Leader Bill Boulton and 90th ships
coming in from all sides and angles.....it was a wonder we did not shoot
dovn one of our own ships..... No A/A or interception was encountered...
37 x 23 1b frag instantaneous parachute clusters dropped, 10450 x . 50 cal
ammo and 3000 x .30 cal ammo with 50 x 20 mm ammo expended...csessasssnas

June 2 A P-38 dove in from 18,000 feet today but the pilot got out
safely....will take days to find the pilot as the brush is thick in the area
in which he parachuted......s

The following promotions came through today.........

To be promoted to Technical Sergeant....3/S Duhon, S/S Husphries, S/S Miller,
H, S/ Sampson, S/S Davis, J....ssessss To be promoted Staff Sergeant....
Sgt Keith, Sgt Wakem, Sgt Vallencourt, Sgt Stratton, Sgt Robertson, Sgt
Lukaszak, Sgt Baumgarnder, Sgt Hill, Sgt Fiske, Sgt Garber, Sgt Boggs,

Sgt Hildefmuth, Pet 16l Stront.es.savis v To be promoted Sergeant.. Cpl
Atkins, Pvt Shipley, Cpl Sudieth, Cpl Sheridan, Cpl Reynolds, Pvt lel
Hornburger, Cpl Ashcroft, Cpl Wynn, Cpl Yameen, Cpl Cross...ceeeescescnss
To be promoted Corporal...Pvt lecl Gentry, Pvt lel Brachmann, Pvt lel Ia
Clair, Pvt lcl Guttendorf, Pvt lel Henry...... To be appointed Sergeant..
Pvt Bowling, Pvt Malicki.... To be appointed Corporal.....Pvt Mullenhour,
Pvt Perez, Pvt Piper, Pvt Haught.,

An editer of "Yank", Army magazine, was in the area today drawing
pictures and swapping stories,...he drew a picture of "Feather Merchant"

which is due tc appear in this magazine in the future.....iiesevesacsssnss
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LIt Queen showed up tonight with the brand new movie "In Which We
Serve" with Noel Coward....an excellent picture.... We are the first in
New Guinea to get it which spezks well for cur Special Services DeDt.esss

June 3- COur official designation is no longer "3rd Bombardment
Group, 90th Bombardment Squadron".....but is now, "3rd Attack Group, 90th
Attack Squadron™. ...eeees Qur new APO i3 #503.ecvseroncessson

June 4~ Poor weather all day.,.nil activity.....

June 5- No missions on the Island today due to weather.....

June 6- Delicious ham and eggs for breakfast.,.. Probably the best
breakfast we have had in many months..eveess.

June 7- On General Order #92, the following Officers and Enlisted

men were cited for the Medals that appear after their names...eeeces.

Lt Raymond C, Hosback Air Medal

It Charles Howe Air Medal

It Gordon K. McCoun dir Medal

Cpl Glenn B, Frizzle Soldiers Medal

5/8Sgt Jack Agee Air Medal

Cpl Oscar Biddle Air Nedal

Staff Sergeant Ernest R, Fanta Air Medal (posthumuounsly)
S/Sgt Charles D, Frarklin Air Medal

Pvt Dallis MeGill Air Medal

Sgt James A, Paradiso Air Medal (posthumuously)
Lt Ralph L. Schmidt Air Medal (posthumuously)
It BEdward T. Solomon Air Medal

T/Sgt Inther B, Word Air Medal

June B- Another guiet day....several planes were bore-sighted by
the armament Dept......

June 9- More award of medals came through today....this boosts the
number of medals that this squadron has received since January te well over
a hundred. A fine example of what good Intelligence work will do... It
Head and Lt Byron are to be complimented...Sgt Smith and Pvt Cohen ably

assisted theMisi.esenssvsnans
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General Order # 14L

Major John P, Henebry Oak leaf Cluster to Distinguished
Flying Cross

Capt Ted Arter Air Medal

Lt Eeith A, McKee Air Medal

Lt Donald Maclellan Air Meddl

8/Sgt Edward Gasarino Air Medal

8/Sgt Chester A. Lukaszack Air Medal

It is interesting to note how many of our Crew Chiefs have been
cited for bravery under fire...it will be remembered that they always
accompanied their ships before October of 1942..us0044

June 10~ Nil activity
June 11- "Arsenic and Old lace" at night.....sxcellent comedy-melodrama...
rain feil all night to make it complete......

June 12- Lt Maclellan, Lt Burgess, Lt Ransom(N), S/S Moore and
S/S Dietz flew over Kiriwina in the afterncon and took photographs of that
area for Fifth Air Force.sseeses

June 13- At night the following crews went out on an anti-barge
mis5i0n.ensaass

962  Henebry Pancher Saunders(AIF) Moore Dietz
946  Helbert Prince Atkins Bohrer

Lt Helbert failed toc make any sightings in his area....Major Henebry
strafed and bombed 6 barges at Longmak Bay....1l x 100 pounders and 3000 x .50
cal ammo expended with results unobserved.s........

June 13- Barges are extremely active these moonlight nights bringing
in supplies to lae, Salamua, Arawe, and Gasmata..... Because shipping is
unable to get through due to our superiority in the air, barges have been
used....... Today another barge mission was arranged by 5th Air Force...

The following crews took off at half hour intervals at 7 PMiisccsiacsansas
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710 Solomon Shull Covington Butler
5449 Pryor Harrington Clark Rowland
437 Hawkins Randerson Sampson Storm

The area of search was Salama to Madang, Rooke Island, North Coast
of New Britain to Rudiger Point.... It Pryor bombed and strafed a barge
off the Southern tip of Jabeb Island (2 milss South of Madang)...5 x 300
pounders and 500 x .50 cal ammo expended.,,.the barge was destroyed....

Lt Hawkins sighted 3 barges off Cape Cernarde (East of Napoi)...6 x 300
pounders ropped and 3000 x 50 cal ammo expended.....nil observations.....

June 14~ Tonight the following crews went cut on anti-barge work... .

L42 Worderly Arens Axt Malite
L37 FeKee Ruse Divers Dietz
727 Fisher Shoop Epperson Taber

Poor weather was encountered by all planes...nil activity was
observed in an extended scarch from Salamua to Madang to the North Coast
of New Britain to Borden Bay........

June 16~ The following crews made the barge mission tonight.....

962 Henebry Pancher Moore Dietz
515 Solomon - Ladd Taylor Casarino
10 barges were discovered off Cape Gerfiards aml were strafed and .

bombed with 12.x 300 pounders and 3500 X ,50 €Al AMMOueesscccsssscecsns
| Pvt 1cl Frank T. Campisi was transferred today to Group Headquarters.
Campisis, one of our most able clerks in Operations, will take over a similar
Jjob at Groupassssess.
The following men of the 90th received promotions as of today.....
To be appointed Master Sergeant, T/Sgt Ruben Mydyett.... To be appointed
Technical Sergeant; 8/Sgt Victor Geryaec, S/Sgt Vernon Patterson, S/Sgt

Joseph DisilttB.ivcusves
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To be appointed Staff Sergeants; Sgt Joseph Cosselin, Sgt Garland Morwood,

Sgt Herbert Ford Ford, Sgt Frank Smith........ To be appointed Sergeant;
Cpl Gordon Broward, Cpl Emmor Mallenhour, Cpl Glenn Frizzle, Cpl Harry
Walters,. To be appointed Corporal; Pfe Joseph Burns, Pfe Allen Cornell
Pfc Jesse Johnson, Pfc William Carothers, Pfc John Hefferman....

June 17- A convoy was sighted off Finchafen, so the report said,
so the 90th went to their planes and took off imrediastely...it was a rush
job that no bombs were loaded...and also, the convoy was not reported of
considerable tonnage...... Those that made this mission were the following

combat CrewS.eesscsseee

692  Henebry McCubbin(FATF) Divers Taber
710 Solomon Shull Covington Butler
L3T Wonderly Arens MeDermott Storm
482 Hawkins Burgess At Sampson
L6 Pryor Sheop Burch Bohrer
700 Lee Harrington Garber Rowland

Over Finchafen there was nil sightings by the 90th.... The squadron
turned around and on the way home coastal villages were strafed thoroughly
and a herd of 30 head of cattle was killed,...2500 x .50 cal ammo was
expended.....

Cpl Jerome Spieser was appointed to Sergeant today......

The following crews made a night mission on barges....e..

Li2 Wonderly Arens Clark Malito
700 Hawkins Randerson Garber Sampson

Lt Wonderly made nil observations although he flew to Madang and
backseesss. One mile East of the Cape Glouster strip Lt Hawkins came upon
3 power launches.... He made three runs on them dropping five five hundred

pounders...one of the launches was destroyed and the others damaged.s.s..
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1500 x .50 cal ammo was expended on these runs.... 60 x 20 mm ammo also

was expended...... A/A from shore installations was heavy but inaccurate...
Hawkins did pick up scme shrapnel in his left engine and several uncom—
fortably close to the pilot section of the plane....csses

June 18- Another night barge mission..... Maj Maull, Group Operations
Officer took one of the ships.... He strafed three launches off Finchafen
but they got away after the first attack.... The two crewssthat made this
mission are listed below.sesesoss

515 Maull Ruse Sucker Taber
L2 Pryor Ladd Epperson Malite

June 19- Nil activity today..... eggs for breakfast this moming,..
and fresh butter for all the meals...... Meals are really good these
dayseeesssnsins

M/Sgt Nickelson who is acting 1st Sgt is having a desperate time
finding men for various details about the Squadron..... Sometimes a man
will be acheduled for Guard, let us say, and then Operations will call up
and have both men taken off this detail because they are flying a combat
mission in the morning and need the sleep......and then "Nick" will have
to find two more men...and so it goes.....but gradually small kinks like
that are being ironed oub..eeesecssss

Sgt Barton, who obviously wasted his time as & gunmer and then a
driver at the Motor Pool, is doing a grand job with his baking..... the
griddle cakes, rolls and pies he is making are the best we havetasted in
many months..... Barton used to work in a bakery before war was dec;iﬁréd...

June 20- Another rainy day.....an ironiec thing,.we stayed at Port

Moresby during the "Wet Season” and moved over here to find ourselves here
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just in time for the "Wet Season" here,..you see, when it is "Wet" here, %

its the "Dry" season on the other side of the Island and vice vers@......
June 21- The beginning of the end for Salama...our troops have

landed in Nassau Bay by barges (15 miles South of Salamma) ard the 4lst

Division is rapidly encircling Salama,... The Australian units, who compose

the bulk of the Infantry Forces in this New Guinea ground fighting, have

closed down from the North,.... In conjunction with this, the 90th took

to the air to "soften" Salamua up a bit...those who flew on this mission

WerCswssnsvvsvse

962 Henebry Pancher Moore Dietz

727 Helbert Prince 0'Conner Strom
710 Lee Burgess Taylor Butler
793 Hosback Ruse Patterson Cassarino
4L3 Pryor Ladd Clark Malito
692 Fisher Rand erson Divers Taber
L82 Castelli Meding Mallenhour Mannovich
L49 Wonderly Saunders Burch Rowland
515 Rickord Shull Perez Bowling

The Szalamua area was strafed and bambed with 1 x 100 pounder and
11, 650 x .50 cal ammo and 120 x 20 mm ammo.....mich A/A was encountered
near the runvay.essss=ses

June 22- Lt Helbert took #449 to the Kirimina Island area for a
photo mission,.. His crew was F/O Prince, Lt Soffer(N), Pvt Axt, S/
Cassarino, Sgt Berube and Sgt Humphries..... In returning the left wheel
buckled on landing and this erased the glorious "Fat Cat" from the role of
a combat ship...she will now become a transport ship for the 3rd Attack
Groups.ssseess In passing let us remind all that #449, "Fat Cat" is the
oldest ship in the 90th Squadron, with the exception of "Mortimer".......
449 was assigned to this Squadron April 10, 1942 and was flown by Capt

"Red" Johnson while he was alive,...his crew chief was T/Sgt J.B. Chesson,
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now with Group..... Together they flew on many rough missions one of

which they were followed back to Port Moresby by 20 Zeros which strafed them
as they landed..... The ships fuselage bears witness to the terrific beat-
ing it has received... It has 387 different scars cn its £0rSO...ccesses
Lt Helbert, who gave "Fat Cat" its last mission is to be commended for an
excellent landing under the most trying of circumstances...in most cases
when a vheel gives away as it did in this instance casualties invariably
oceur.... no one suffered the slightest damage on this trip...eeeeves
June 23— Sgt George Rogers was assizned to the 90th Attack Squadron .
today.... There are many new faces around the 90th these days....ce...
Later in the day four more new men joined our ranks.... They ineluded,
1st Lt George A. Seeberg, 1st Lt Alfred E. Baucom, 3/8gt Carl Schwab, and
Sgt Joseph Moroney.esssss
June 24= The following erew made a photo mission to Woodlark Island
for the purpose of securing 70 shotS..es.
L2 Davis, H. Shoop Soffer(N) Westerman Thompson Newcomb Ward
later in the day & coordinated attack on Lae was planned,...eees.. .
A-20's were to proceed the 90th Sqﬁadron to the target... P-40's would give
us top cover..... Henebry, Maclellan, Davis, R, Wonderly, Castelli, were
in the flight in their assigned ships and with their assigned crews..ses.
Nearing Salama, the A-20's observed approximately 30 Zeros in the area,
several dive bombers on the ground refueling, amd more Zeros off in the
distance towards lae.... They turned around and flew home, deciding not
to take a risk of being jumped by that size a protective cover.,.. the
P-40's stayed with the A-20's and that left the 90th coming into Salamma

alone with no fighter cover.... Major Henebry wanted to take advantage
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of this fine target but common sense showed him the odds so the 90th

returned to home base,..... Fifth Air Force was very perturbed ower this
missioNesssesnsss

June 25- Lt Head at Intelligence spoke of the declining number of
Jap planes based on New Guinea at the moment..... There are but 33 planes
at But and Wewak.sessssoens

June 26~ Another mission to Salamua to "soften" the ared..eeiscse

692 Henebry Pancher = Soffer(N) Davis Dietz
437 McKee Baucom MeDermott Strom
727 Helbert Prince Q'Conner Taber
L82 Hosbaclk Burgess Patterson Casarino
L42 Lee Arens Westerman Thompson
515 Rosebush Nelson Perez Bowling
710 Maclellan Saunders Clark Butler
QL6 Castelli Seeberg Atkins Lott

The town area of Salamua was bombed and huts between Burung Peint
and Paree Caps were strafed,..... 82 3 x 23 1b parachute frag clusters and
10000 % .50 cal ammo and 150 x 20 mm ammo used on this mission...Maclellan
and Castelli on a strafing pass over the runway picked up considerable A/A
and Maclellan's right engine cowling and oil cell hit...., Castelli's tail
picked up a burst and the shellwent thru the stabilizer and burst inside...
scattered rain squalls.,.. Rosebush, upon the completion of his mission
discovered that his oil cell had been hit and his left stabilizer shot out,..

June 27 - A guiet day....except for Maintenance which was busy all
day repairing the ships from the aftermath of yesterday's raid on Salamug,...

June 28~ Major Henebry and Lt MacLellan went on a reconnaissance
mission to Duali Village and Lababia Island for the purpose of studying the
terrain..... a possible mission to that area SCON.see--ses

June 29~ Transition in the morning and formation flying in the

afternoon.es sssses sans
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A violent rainstorm at night...many the man who discovered that he
needed 2 new tent,,.. Lt Jones of Supply is putting in for a requisition
for 6Am®...c.ceeeeoe

Lt Maclellan is acting Operations Officer while Lt Hawkins is on
1eave . it e
June 30-T/Sgt Senward Quwbrey was promoted to the rank of Master Sergeant
VodaY s ola's s e as

S/Sgt Dietz and S/Sgt Moser made Technical Sergeants.....Sgt Bdgar
Rush was promoted to the rank of Staff Sergeant... Cpl Barton got his .

three stripes whik Pfe Lester Griges got two stripes........

July 1- Lt meCoun and Lt Jones came form Brisbane today with a
plane filled with beer which was subseqently iced and sold to the Squadron
several days later.,.....

July 2= M/Sgt Caruzziwas officially promoted to the rank of Warrant
Officer today,....

"Ship Ahoy" at night with Wleanor Powell and Red Skelton.........
Tommey Dorsy and band featured..... good entertainment......... .

Night flying,.... Pancher and Seeberg given transition....

July 3- Americans and Australiams elowly closing in on the forces
at Salamua,...Mopping up still continues in the Mubo area.... The Pimple
area cleared finally of all resistance...,..

12 ships on alert for shipping today.... Lt Maclellan going on
leave.,isanees

Our planes were moved to the new revetments today... Not too
good a move as that area is a veritable quegmire when it rains,,.. Our

line is being built under the supervisioﬁ of M/Sgt Toby Tucker......

o i N
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July 4- A holiday... many of the men went over to Group to
watch the horse races,.. When the Allies took Buna they captured a lot
of Jap horses that they had brought down from Singapore... They put on
a good exhibition for the fans...
Excellent egos for breakfast again,...
7 ships or alert all day...
At 5:00 the following ecrews took off to bomb and strafe the

barges in Labu Lagooh....

443 McCoun Seeberg Malito Clark
318 Rosebush Burgess Rowland Burch
278 Davis, H, Nelson Bowling Maroney

No barges were cobserved in the lagoon... Rosebush and Davis
nabbed & barge at the opening of the Markam River SW of the Lae runway
and sank it... They encountered A/A fire and Davis was wounded over the
left eye when his wind shield was shot up... Nelson brought the plane
back to home base successfully.,. He was recommended for DFC for this
Jobzes O X 50b Pounders and 7000 x .50 ammo expended...

July 5; Two more ships scheduled to return to Labu Laboon in
the early morning to try and get the Nips when they are bringing
supplies into Lae,., Lt Solomon, Lt Jores and Lt Davis, R. were scheduled....
Jones had mechaniecal trouble and never got off and Sclomon returned as
he never found Davis who had continued on course to the target area....
Shoop, Thompson and Eastman comprised his crew,,... They dropped their
bombs with nil observations.....

Practice borbing on the Gona wreck in the morning.....

7 ships on alert all day but no mission was flown,.... to get

the planes off the ground a formation flight was flown at 5 PM.....

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQO12958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

"The Palm Beach Story" played at night with Joel MacCrea,

Claudette Colbert and Rudy Vales..... Excellent comedy.,... We are

getting the best movies in Dobor-Cora these days.....

July 6- News that Hawkine was hospitalized at Brisbane with

malaria..... Peterson and Lockhart got back from leave today.....

July 7- An 8th Squadron ship cracked up today in landing...

no one hurt..... 11 ships on alert all day but no mission broke....,

July 8- An Air-Ground support mission in morning to Buigap

COreek.....it was a tough target as it was deep in a ravine with towering

mountains on each side..... This necessitated a stiff climb after drop-

ping the bombs... the crews that made this miseion are listed below:

962
793
443
692
318
278
710
700
752
437
515
464

Henebry Pancher Soffer (N) Dietz Mullenhour
Castelli Shull Malito Westerman

Lee Meding Lukaszak Clark

McCoun Seeberg Pecosky Adams(Short Arm,)
Rosebush Burgess Rowland Schwab

Rickord Nelson Lott Maroney

Solomon Saunders Covington Butler

Davis, R, Shoop Garber Spies

Pryor Ladd Piper 0'conner

McKee Baucom Strom McDermott

Jones _Harrington Bowling Perez

Bridges Rust Danes Corbin (Bth Sq.)

84 x 300 pounders and 1300 x ,50 cal ammo, 130 x 20 mm ammo and

500 x .30 cal ammo expended over the target area..... during the bombing

runs, transports could be observed dropping supplies to our ground forces

in the area... mumerous P-40's and P-38's droned overhead.....

"Pride of the Yankees" played at night with Gary Cooper and

Teresa Wright..... Excellent.....

July 9- Fresh eggs and butter for breakfast... we are really

getting spoiled..... To boot, the coffee we get these days is a whole

lot better than what we were issued in the past.eese
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Boboubi Ridgs, Mubo Area — July 9, 1943 — The 90th is here on a ground -
air support mission - Japs occupy the ridge in center and had been shelling
our ground forces with heavy motar fire - The 90th knocked this out.
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Mubo Area - Showing difficult terrain for strafing - Mountains are
8000" to 12000' high throughout this area
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A mission to Bobdubi Ridge in the morning... ground air sup-

porb.e..n

700 Henebry Wertz Sesberg Soffer(N) Manovich
692 McCoun Smith Pecosky Adams Garber
318 Rosebush Burgese Burgess Rowland

732 Fisher Shoop Taber Sucker

793 Lockhart Prince Lott Maroney

443 Wonderly Arens Lukaszak Clark

%8 x 300 pounders and 12000 x .50 cal ammo and 60 x 20 mm ammo
expended in the area..... Light mortar fire encountered.....

. Most men "hit the Sack"™ in the afternocon... a cool, peaceful
rain fell and sleeping was restful.....

"Moontide® with Ida Lupinc and Jan Gabin, French actor, played
at night....., Thomas Mitchell was in the role of the villain... an
excellently acted show... rain fell throughout and the acoustice were
PROT s ¢isve

July 10- Eggs and fresh butter again for breakfast.....

Lt Head, at Intelligence, said that ocur strafing raids on the

Mubo area were reported by the 41st Division as very successful.....
. 10 ships on the alert for shipping all day, loaded with 500
poUNders.....«

The Armament and Ordnance Departments are having a trying ordeal
these days..... For instance, at 7AM Operations may call and arder 500
pounders to be loaded..... This order will be carried out..... then at
3 PM the order wil)l come through from Sth Air Force to load up 300
pounders for a barge mission,.., then the Armament and Ordnance Depart-
ments rush out and unload this load and load up again with the new
order..... Then at 5 PM Fifth Air Force will call Operations and tell

then to cancell the barge mission, that it has besen given to another
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Squadron,..... During the peace and quiet of a movie that night, 5th

Air Force will ecall up and order all ships back on a shipping alert

in the morning at 6 AM.... this will mean that Engineering, Armament,

and Ornance will have to work all night unloading this bomb load,

loading up the new lead, haul the bombs to and from the disposal area,
load =211 ships with extra 300 gallon tanks, rouse the gas supply men
from their area to pour drums of gas from the drums into the gas trucks
amd then drive them to our area and pour gas all night; and finally the
entire group of Engineering, Armament, and Ordnance will go stark, .
raving mad when at 1 AM the entire mission is called off by 5th Air Force
this is no exaggeration... this happens often... It cannot be helped

at the time because the orders come from Port Moresby... and weather

and recco observations make these "Alerts”™ and "Stand by" missions so
flexible'.....Well, its just part of this big fight we have against '

the Nip, and this same trouble is being experienced all over the world
where advance units are receiving their orders from bases many miles
AWAY..sana

Capt Wertz arrived from Brisbane and three months of detached .
service.... He now is Operations Officer......

A rainy and dreary day......

When the showers stopped for a spell, the Group painter went to
work on our ships and painted on the shark teeth and various names.....
Major Henebry is having all planes painted the same... that is regarding
the shark teeth.,....s.

Capt Webster, of the 8th Squadron, whe was shot down this morn-

ing by Zeros South of Salamua when he was on a weather recco, was picked
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up by PT boats and is en route to home base now,., all members of
his crew are safe except the turret gunner who was killed...cev.s

July 11- Sicily was invaded by our Allied Foreces this morn-
ing,...500,000 men invaded from the sea by barges and destroyers.....

Many men are growing gardens outside their tents these days...
Radishes seem to be the vegetable that grows best in this climate.,...

At 1:30 PM 11 ships which had been on a shipping alert, were
told to take off immediately for Salamua.....40 barges were sighted
near Salamua with Zerc protection operating from the Salamua and Lae
st}ips.... A-20s and B-26s from the 13th and Bth Squadron also made
this mission,., P-40s flew top cover.... It was a race going up...
everyone wanted to get there before the barges were zble to make
sﬁore and land their supplies and troops... the 90th arrived first
but no barges were seen,,.the A-20s came in over the Ithsmus and
strafed and bombed gun installations,.... A detailed search was made
of this area and Labu Laggon, South of Lae strip, but nil observations
were made,., the 90th then procseded to strafe and bomb the Salama
Bref. ... Coastelli made 6 passes over the Salamus Ithsmus...all other
planes made at least on strafing attack therse..... Navy Headquarters
were borbed and the red houses just NW of the runway were bombed and *
destroyed..... Samoa Harbour and Bayem Bay, reported barge hideouts,
were thoroughly strafed... intense and accurate A/A fire was encountered
over Salama and Henebry, Wertz, Castelli, Jones, Lee, and Wonderly
received damage to their planes..... Lee had his hydraulic system
shot out and he had to salvo his bombs mamually with a hammer,,...

His gunner, S/S Lott helped him,.... The ships arrived back at home
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July 11, 1045 - The 90th attacks Salamuf] - Notice the fragmentation
welits bybhe opening - And nolice the A/A at top left.
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base to find that a severe tropicai rainstorm had just passed Dobordura
leaving it deeb in rain,... the runway was flooded ,.,. Lt Pryor blew a
tire in landing and skidded off the runway.,, he made a nice recovery
and nil damage was sustained,.... Lt Fisher who came in early and
landed was almost drowned in the water so the Tower signaled all ships
to stay QI;ft for an hour while the Engineers drained the water.,...
Because all planes had made this mission with a high throttle setting,
gas was already low,.. when the Tower finally signaled the planes to
land meny pilots had as little as 5-10 gallons left in their front
tanks....., On this mission 30 x 500 poﬁnders and 1500 x .50 cal ammo

and 85 x 20 mm ammo was used,.,.The crews on this mission were:

962 Henebry Pancher Soffer Epperson Strom
515 Lockhart Prince Perez Bowling
946 Castelll Shull Spies Atkins
318 Wertz Seeberg Patterson Ppier
443 Pryor Ladd Clark Lukaszak
700 Jones Harrington Garber Manovich
732 Fisher Neumann Sucker Taber
278 Lese Meding Marcney Lott

795 McKee Baucom Maupin Thempson
692 McCoun Smith Westerman Pecosky
710 Wonderly Arens Powers Butler

July 12- Eggs and butter again for breakfast.....

.Allies are striking hard at Munda in the Solomons,...our troops
have made several landings between Mumda and Guadacanal ., ,,flerce air
battles reign there,.. Both sides losing heavily in planes.....

Camp area is deep in mud from the rain of yesterday...engineers
are leveling off a road between the Orderly Room and Operationms...the
Orderly Room, 1ncidentally, ie an impressive building...it incorporates
the CO's office and all the branches of the Squadron..... It is about

100 X 50.....
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At night two ships went on a barge mission.....

515 Werts Neuman Perez Bowling
710 Solomon Saunders Covingfon Butler

There was also & submarine reported in Lae Harbour but our
ships made nil observations and returned by 2 AM.....

"Northwest Rangers" played at night... About the Mounties,...
only fair....,

Lt Randerson, Lt Rickord and T/Sgt Corbitt are leaving tomorrow
on detached service... They will ferry B-25s between Brisbane, Towns-
ville and New Guinea.....

July 13th- Fregh eges and butter again....,

Three new officers joined our renks today,..... They were Lt
Gerry, Lt Hauser and Lt Maddox.....

No missions today and no local flying..,, most of our ships
are out for inspection or to have shest metal work done on them,,,
alot of bullet holes to patch up.....

"Bell Of Fire" with Gary Cooper and Barbara Stanwyck played

at night Hilarious comedy.....

July 14- Scrambled eggs and butter for breakfast.,. these
meals are spoiling us.....

6 ships on a shipping alert.....

A1l planes moved to revetments as word came through that the
Japs were planning to bomb us today... no sign of them..... Cur P-40s

were hopﬁed by Zeros at Wau this morning and we lost one.....
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An A-20 caught fire today returning from a mission and the pilot
got 1t on the ground just in the nick of time..... Both he and the
gunner were out of it before it stopped rolling.....
"Ice Capades” played at night... a repeat, but most everyone
turned cut for it as there was some excellent music and skating,....

Rain fell all night... but very lightly.....

July 15~ 8 ship formation flying in morning with Lt Fisher and
Lt Seeberg leading... However, two ships never got off due to mechanical
. trouble.....
At 3 PM all combat crews called to Operations and Maj Hall
gave all crews the secret information that in the next few days 11
ships of this Squadron, 3 of the 13th and 3 of the Bth would make a
dugk attack on Rabaul, hitting at the airfield and trying to knock out
as many of their planes as possible..... He stressed the secrecy of this
mission as if the Nips got any word of it, the mission would be ex-
tremely disastrous ,.... We were to refer to it as "Mission X", if
. we had to talk about it among ourselves.....
ces+ In conjunction with this, Maj Hall led a 9 ship
flight at 5 PM on a simlated raid on Dobordura,.,.. He wanted to see
how long it would take these planes to make a pass on the strip, meke
a 180 degree turn and come back on another pass..... as a result of this
tryout, it was decided that one pass at the airfields at Rabaul would
suffice as the 1B0 degree turn was not satisfactory... it took too long
for a flight of B-25s to turn in formation... lonz enough to allow enemy
planes to take off from the field..... All crews had expected such a

mission and thus this mission was no surprise,....
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Cpl James Owens was transferred to us from Group today,....
July 1€- Butter and toast for breakfast... first time we have
had toast in months,,,..
Combat crews were given more data on the airfields at Rabaul,...
gas consumption, radio compass, and various things to do in the event
of an emergency were hasﬁed OVeL4 sios's
A couple of test hops today... other wise no flying.....
"The Palm Beach Story" played tonight... a repeat....,
The rain really started to come down in buckets around 10 PM,,... .
July 17- Supposed to be "the day" for the mission on Rabaul,
but the weather was foul all day, and as the mission would not be
started without excellent weather and visibility, it was obvious that
the mission would be called off... and it was,,, also, people returning
from Brisbane said that they'd heard of the mission down there... which
was a good indication of people talking too much,., its safe to assume
that the Jape knew also and were taking precautionary meaéuraa.....
Just today a Japanese 300 ton ship was sunk in a position off Gasmata .

that we would have had to fly over to get to Rabaul...., This mission
to Rabaul was to have been flown at 50 feet so that the Jap radar would
not pick us up... contemplating this, the Nips had planted a ship off
Gasmata which would have radioed in our pressnce etec... this is not
known for sure - but this is a safe assumption.....

The incorrigible and fabuluous Lt Colonel "Pappy" Gunn arrived
today in a B-25g,.. this "g" series has a 75 mm cannon and two ,50s
the ship is the first in a series that is doing away with the co-pilot

this ship of Col Gunn'e had all the instruments and gadgets on the
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pilots side and the armour plating all concentrated there also.s....
the B-25 of the "h" series, soon to come out will have a 75 mm cannon,
6 .50s, no co-pilot, armour protection enveloping the pilot, a tail
turret, and the upper turret over the navigation compartment... it
will be able to fire forward... and a sound-proof hydraulic system,..
and lastly, 2000 hp engines...,, "Pappy" Gunn is here to test this
cannon and to get various reports from the pilots on its operation.....
"Pappy", who more than any single man in the Scuthwest Pacific area,
has contributed to the advancement of the Allied air power, had just
returned from the United States where he had given the Big Shots at
Wright Field, Ohio, some dope on how he wanted the B-25s of the future
constructed..... Pappy's first remark when he arrived at Dobordura was,
"Well, when the hell do we leave?"..... someone said, "Sir, you just
arrived, where do you want to go?"..... Pappy, with his usual color
replied,‘"Leava??..... Why you damn fool I want to go to Rabusl, I'm
here to show yéu young whippersnappers how to shoot the hell out of
Rabual five times a day....."..... Pappy was appeased somewhat when he
was told the weather was too bad, and he went away mumbling about the
blizzards and tropical hurricanes he'd flown through in his 28 years of
flying..... Pappy, who has over 20000 hours chalked up was a navy
fighter pilot in the last war and is one of the most accomplished
pilots alive today.....

"Air Force" which, incidently,is showing in the New York's
Radio City for $1.33 per seat, was shown to the squadrom, free tonight...
through the finageling of Lt Queen... One of the best air shows to be
produced yet... All about the life of the Mary Ann, a B-17 that made its

debut in combat after the Japs raid on Clark Field, Manila.,......
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July 18- Maj Hall, Group Commander, got his promotion to the
rank of Lt Colonel today.....

July 19- Capt Wertz left for Port Moresby today with & ships
to be ready for a big coordinated attack on the morrow against the
Madang aref,....

"Stage Door Canteen" played at night... included in this
parameunt cast of stars were: Ed Wynn, Merle Oberon, Benny Goodman,
Tommy Dorsey, Kay Kyser, Freddie Martin(and bands), The Lunts, Gypsey
Rose Lee, Katherire Hepburn, Xavier Cugat and band, Judith Anderson,
Count Bassi and band, George Raft, and a host of other stars,,..., One
of the truly most entertaining shows that has been shown yet.......

July 20~ Five ship formation in morning..... Hawking arrived
back from Brisbane‘todny with his Captain bars on....... Pappy Gunn
tock some of our pilots aloft to show them the operation of the 75mm
gun,.. they tried it out on Gona wreck and sveryone was scld on the
gun immediately..i...

In the interim, over at Port Moresby, 65 B-25s of the 90th
Scuadron, 38th Group were taking off for the big strike at Madang and
aref.... o squadrons of P=38s flew top cover.....Those of the 90th

who were on this big attack were:

%16 Wertz Maddox Houser(N) Shipley Kennedy
727 Helbert Ladd Epperson Piper
700 Pancher Neumsnn Garber Mangvich
795 Hosbach Ruse Weeterman Haught
710 Seeberg Phelpa Covington Foxworth
318 Rosebush Burgess Burch Rowland

The 90th had a designated target: the Gum River Bridge just
South of Madang,., the bridge was not knocked ocut,.. all bombs fell

short or over the target... the bombs, 8-11 second delay were not doing
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90th raid on Madang - July 20, 1943 - Target was the Gum River Bridge
' in background

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQO12958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

316

the damage that an instantaneous bomb would have done on this target.....
Jelso, Hilu, Jaccb Island, Bi3+-Bili, Amele, Sein, and other areas

were gtrafed.,, numerons fires were gtarted by the minimum altituds
bombing of the 345 Group(a Group of B-25 fresh from the States).....

The 90th dropped 8 x 1000 pounders and used 9150 x .50 cal ammo and

90 x 50 mm ammo over the target..... Hosbach never reached the target
and salvoed his bombs before coming home,....

After the ships had returned to base, € more ships and crews
replaced them and went over to Port Moresby in preparation for another .
morning raid on Madang and aref.....

3 ships were loaded at 10 PM for a barge mission to Madang in
the morning but this mission was called off at 3 AM.....

A Red Alert at 12 PM but ths Japs never came over... a P=38
took off and cireled high overhead... but to no avail.....

July 21 - The 90th toock off again with the 38th and 345th
Groups,,. the 90th target was enemy perscnnel at Baumoina, Yaula and
the bridge at the Gori River.,.., It was a successful m:l.lssion... in .
addition to hitting the target area, 3 motor trucks laden with lumber,

2 boxes of supplies, and an A/A gun at Madang were destroyed......

En route to home base, Maj Henebry strafed and destroved a Jap Zero on

the ground at the Saidor runway..... 3m unknown number of Zeros were
attacked by our P-38g,,, One Zero was observed spinning in envelopped
flames...53 clusters of 6 x 23 pound frags were dropped, 9500 x .50

cal ammo expended..... Lt Fisher, leading the second flight, never reached
the target as his gasket on his right propeller came off and heavy

oil poured out of his engine,.. he made Doborodura successfully,....
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Those on this mission were:

962 Henebry Saunders Hauser(N) Keith Butler
482 Castelli Shull Atkins Spies
482 Fisher Nelson Mullenhour Stephens
278 Lockhart Meding Maroney Lott
443 Jones Harrington Clark Lukaszak
442 Wonderly Gerry Maupin Valent

A navy picture showed tonight with Pat O'brien... only fair,..

July 22~ 6 ships on readiness.,ssces..

Pappy Gunn demonstrating his 75 mm cannon to the pilots still...
some of the boys can put a bullseye on the Gona wreck from 4 miles off,..

. A 13th ship crashed on the runway today when its nose wheel

caved in..Jio one hurt,.. the pilot was Lt Sclomon who flew his plane
back from the mission yesterday on one enging.....

"Powers Girl™ played at night.,. the only redeeming feature of
the movie was Carol Landis and Anne Shirley... shots of Maj Larner and
Lt McCoun in the newsreels of the Bismarck Sea Battle......

July 23- A one ship weather recco in the morning... Lt MeCoun,
Lt Smith, S/Sgt Clark and S/Sgt Lukaszek..... Due to the Nips jamming the

. radio McCoun was unable to ransmit or receive,.. resultingly, home base
thought that trouble was afoot because 5 out of 7 weather ships this
past week have failed to return from missions... nil sightings on this
recco and weather O.K.......

At 12 the 90th took to the air again on a barge mission,.. The
north coast of New Guinea and New Britain was to be searched,., two
ships, Helbert and Wonderly didn't have extra gas tanks so they were
not able to stay out the full length of this long mission,.... At
Haniséh Harbor three barges were destroyed... thres more were destroyed

and one demaged at Cape Cretin and villages were strafed in that
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vieinity in the hopes that it would drive the natives inland and away
from the cosatline where they had been helping the Japs..... At Hanicsch
Harbor, near Finchafen, Captein Wertz peeled off on a beached barge and
came in low and fast,.. He pulled up too late and his right engine
hit the barge and flew off and the plane ecareened into the wooded area
on the beach and disintegrated... it happened so fast that nc ore saw
it except Lt Helbert who was following him.,... There were no survivors,
With Wertz went Lt Hauser, a new Navigator with the Sguadron; Lt Maddox,
a hew pilet with three miscions under his telt; S/Sgt Keith and S/Sgt
Kennedy, two exeellent gunners..... This was a sad blow to the whole
Squadron,,. back at home base M/Sgt Sanders of the Radio Section heard
this and notified Maj Henebry..... Capt Hawkins tock over the flight and
led the ships to New Britain and found about 20-30 barges in Cape
Bushing... they were hidden up the stream that meanders well into the
foothills of the mountains there.,... Here, at the Itne River and its
tributaries 11 were definitely sunk and many others damaged....,.
Wonderly and Helbert had to return to Dobordura as they were low on gas
en route, Helbert swooped low over Jap-occupied territory and killed
25 head of fat cattle that were grazing on the fertile grase of a valley
as Helbert so aptly put it, "Damn it, if I can't have fresh meat, the
Japs won't either"....... Hawkins and the rest of the ghipe arrived
back at home base after having been out well over five hours.,. the
P-38s sent along as top cover stuck with them throughout the entire

mission..... those that made this mission were:
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Coast of Mun-Singor - near Madang - the 90th is here .
hitting Jap occupied villages,

Finchafen is attacked by the 90th.
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Damaged Jap planes on Lae runway - Notice revetments
and bomb eraters,

Results of strafing village adjacent to Madanc - The-idea
was to drive the natives inland so they couldn't aid the
Japs on their coastal work.
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962 Wertz Maddox Houser(N) EKeith Kennedy

515 McKee Gerry Johnson Foxworth

318 Rosebush Burgess Schwab Rowland

700  Hawkins Neumann Garber Manovich

793 Hosbach Ruse Patterson Casarino

710 Helbert Ladd Covington Butler

752 Maclellan Shoop Adams Baumgardner

442 Wonderly Meding Maupin Thompson

Capt Hawkins, who has been grounded due to malaria filled in
for this mission and lived up to his already glowing reputation as
the "iron man" of this Squadron..... 25 x 500 pounders and 12000 x
150 cal ammo and 63 x 20 mm ammo was expended on this mission.....
This raises the barges sunk by this Squadron to approximately 100...
quite a feat.....

Today has been an extremely costly and disasterous day for the
Allies... We lost 9 ships all told... a B-25 of the 13th crashed South
of Salama in the water and only two gunners survived,.,... A B=26 was
shot up by Zeros over Lae and crashed at Dobordura with one gunner
killed..... We lost Capt Wertz and crew..... Two P-40s were shot down
by Zeros over Wau, a P-38 was shot down over Nubia on the north coast
of New Guinea by 20 Zeros and Me-109's and two more unidentified B-25's
were shot down in the vicinity of Madang.....

"Stage Door Canteen" again at night... still very entertaining...
Farrell has finally got the projector working smoothly.c.ssoess

July 24- A new man joined us today... Lt Williamson who will
assume duties as Assistant Intelligence under Lt Head,..., Williamson
was formerly a gunner in a B-24 and has two Zeros to his eredit.....

At 4:30 the following crews were awakened for a 5 AM takeoff
against the enemy barges that Hawkins and flight sighted at Cape

Bushing yesterday...s.eus
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518 Henebry Saunders Soffer(N) Burch Rowland
278 Seeberg Phelps Maroney Lott
700 Pancher Meding Garber Manovich
BOR Gunn MeCoun Powers Bowling Fox
316 MacLellan Neuman Shipley Malicki Evans
732 Fisher Nelson Sucker Taber
443 Jones Harrington Clark Lukaszak

The flight had trouble in assembling due to the darkness but
by the time Cape Bushing was reached the ships were all present,..
rumerous rain sgualls were ducked en route,...2 veritable "rat race"
developed....,. Major Henebry and crew got the first barge and killed
its crew ag they jumped into the water......light, inaccurate A/A of
7.7 calibre was met but quickly wiped out..... several times ships
were almost shot down by fellow shipSesses Col Gunn with his 75 mm
cannon made short work of two barges he encountered..... Once he
"eplit 57 ed" over a barge and caught it coming down straight, pull-
ing out just in time to clear the trees... the 90th stayed over the
target for 45 mimutes expending 80 x 100 pounders, 12 x 75 mm,

20 x 20 wm, 12400 x .50 cal, and 1000 x ,30 cal ammo,.... On the way
home & javelin down formation was flown just in the probability of
interception,. ..

Maj Henebry and Col Gunn spoke to the pilots after this mis-
sion and several of the rough spois of the mission were smoothed out:
to wit, the poor assembly, poor formation flying, and the carelessneas
at the target with firing of machine guns.....

July 25- Maj Henebry geve the pilots a talk on careless fly-
ing which has been so prevalent in our Group of late,....

The roommates of the boys killed yeaterday packed up their
belongings to be sent home to their families,,, its always very sad

to wrap up a buddies belongings..... We will miss those boys & lot....
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Lt Gerry Lt Maddox Lt Shull Lt Shoop Lt Arens Capt P&ncber Lt Davis

T/Sgt Humphries : T/Sgt Gatewood
Crew Chief

|
?‘»

T . - Bl \ K . . (. . : ..' :
e R B DNEEW AN

Lt Hedirig Lt Neumann Lt Nelson Capt Jones Lt Smith Lt Phelps Lt Saunder
(Deceased) (Deceased) - (Deceased)
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"They shall not grow old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn,
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning,
We will remember themM....cssesssccsossnsnssssans

Three ships went over to Port Moresby teday to bring back
30 enlisted men stranded there after returning from furlough.....
Several ships test hopped.,. Lt McKee demonstrated for Ordinance the
dropping of parachute bombS.....

News that Major Maull, Group Operations 0fficer, is going
home in the rear future.....

No movie this evening... very cool and peaceful in the area,.,

| July 26- Some of the boye took in early services at the 8Bth
Squadron... its not altogether amazing and difficult to understand
that a man goes to church more often in a strange 1land and far from
home than he does under normal circumstances.......

Maj Henebry had a talk with the pilote this morning and among
other things it was agreed that pllots had not been spending enough
time at their planes and with their crew chiefs and gunners,.. a ecrew
chief that spends from 10-15 hours a day sweating over his plane's
frame and engines and then never sees the pilot assigned to his ship
(except for a flight), is obvicusly abit at loss for enthusiasm.....
as "Pappy" Gunn pointed out & long timeé back crew chiefs, the back-
bone of an aircraft, are just as normal as pilots and navigagters and
gunners in that they too like to "hit the sack" and let Joe do it.....
but if a pilot is out at his aircraft daily locking it over, asking

questions, inspect the ship, and giving suggestions, then the crew
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chief will goc to the end to make the ship perfect in every detail

for his pilot..... To an ocutsider, to one does not understand the

Air Corps, it is merely a matter of saying, "Sgt Brown, have this

ship serviced and ready for a mission in two hours,.. but it goes

much deeper than that in the combat area... &8s a2 plane cannot merely

be in flying shape to survive these days of 1943.,, it has got to be

1004 from the spark plug to the belts that hold the wings to the

fuselage... when this war is over and the talk of the brilliant scores
. that our pilots and gunners have turned in have dimmed, people will
have bull-sessions in the comfortable barracks back on American soil
about how the 90th planes flew for so long and with such an outstand-
ing record with so little engineering replacements..... Pilots and
gunners seem to come and go, but the men behind the ships, the men
who watch them take off and wait for them to return, well,.. they
seem to be hers and are growing old with Squadron and its history...
men like Captain Valusek and Warrent Officer Caruzzi... M/Sgt "Toby"
Tucker... M/Sgt Brocks... of the old school... old army men and fine
army men and without whom the Engineering Dept could not function
properly... S/Sgt Sumner... another old man,.. our inspectors... men
holding down a vitally responsible position on the line... M/Sgt
Johneon and T/Sgt Gatewood... and T/Sgt Barnes who once had to pinch hit
in the Bismarck Sea Battle and flew as Co-Pilot against the Nip
CONVOY..:.., Ihese men you do not read of.., it is they who are respon-
gible for the flight that enabled Lt Joe Smith, pilot, to sink a
Jap cruiser with the subsequent loss to our enemy... and yet, one

reads of Joe Smith... one sees him in the movies... one worships

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

326

his role and wants to fly a plane... but every pilot and every com-
bat member of the 80th does not dispute the fact that the unsung hero
of this war today is the man who is behind the plane,.. the man who
works in the burning sun all day and half into the night that his
pilot will have his plane in the air tomerrow.........

Several more ships bore-sighted today,.. the armament seection
is having its hands full.......

"For Me and My Gal" with Judy Garland, George Murphy and
newcomer Gene Kelly... good music but & slow story.....

Forgot to mention that butter (fresh) was had today... if
this keeps up we won't mention it anymore... it will just be routire....

July 27- Mussolini has turned in his resignation teo the King
of Italy...fascism is being abolished...., Riots breaking cut in
Itely... America jubilant,., England is taking it in stride......

"Doc®™ Saunders working at the Rooc Room and finding trouble
getting help..... So he is doing most of the work......

A lot of the boys went to the USO Show tonight over at some

other outfit, only to find that it was not to be showh....sosssss

Those that did not leave the area saw "Random Harvest" which
wac extremely long and a touch on the dull side..... Greer Garson
and Ronald Coleman enlivened it somewhat... "Pride of the Yankees" was

also or the schedule,.....

Forgot to mention two missions... yesterday, the 26th, Lt
MacLellan had the early morning weather mission te Lae and Salama....

with him were Shoop, Maroney and Baumgardner...., This morning
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Lt Helbert had the mission and Ladd, Burch and Rowland made this
migsion with him,.,, nil obgervations on either mission...sesseses

July 2B- A barge mission... crews were up at 3:30 AM and
nhad breakfast at 4 AM,.. delicious scrambled eggs and toast and
coffee...... The mission was a search of the barge hideouts on the
North Coast of New Britain..... Borgen Bay, Rottock Bay, and Rein
Bay and areas to be searched... the crews that made this mission
were:
318 Henebry Col Coleman(22nd Gr) Soffer(N) Moore Dietz Humphries
T7R7 Helbert Ladd Kunze Piper
692 McCoun Smith Adams Baumgardner
946 MacLellan Shoop Atkins Manovich
700 Lockhart Prince Parsons Spies
515 Pancher Gerry McDermott Bowling
783 Hosbach Ruse Patterson Casarino
316 McKee Baucom Schwab Rowland
443 Seeberg Phelps Clark Pecosky
278 Fisher Burgess Maroney Haught
442 Wonderly Meding Maupin Valent(turned back

with enginge trouble)

The coast qf New Britain was reached near Arawe and the Flights,
with 8 P-38s above, flew to Rottock Bay on the treetops... sevéral :
barge hideouts were discovered and for 30 minutes a round robbin
began;.... Maj Henebry and Lt Helbert came upon some japs vacating a
barge on the beach and let them have a few squirts of lead... suddenly
15 Zeros appeared.,. the first that we knew of them was seeing 4 aive
on a P-38 who managed to get on their tails... as the 90th hurriedly
assembled in a protective formation and streaked homewards, three
Zeros were observed to fall into the sea in flames or ocut of control,
Lt McCoun, who was last to join formation, was trailed by 6 Zeros

who never came within the range of Pvt Adams' guns..... When home
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bage wag reached the P-388 called us and let us know that they shot
down 6 Zeros for sure and were claiming several more as probables....

The task had not been completed at New Britian so 2 new mis-
sion was hurriedly arranged by Group..... Group did the briefing also...
18 B-25s from the 3d Group with 24 P-38s top cover,.... The 90th would
send but 7 ships,., all that wers in commiseion..... Col Hall would
lead,,.. rumors that a Nip convoy was enroute along the North Coast
of New Britain in the vicinity of Cape Gloucester,.. those of the

90th scheduled were:

318 Henebry Ladd Moore Dietz

793 Wonderly Meding Sucker Taber

TRT Jones Shull Epperson Valent

316 Hawkins Neuman Sampson Butler Williamson(Intel)
946 MacLellan Shoop Covington Malicki

443 Fisher Burgess Clark Pecosky

BOB Gunn Helbert Powers Strom

This mission which was to hit the south coast of New Britain
and then proceed due North arcund Cape Glouccester, ran into poor
weather and the P-38s turned back..,.. In the vicinity of Cape Glou-
cester two Japanese destroyers were discovered..... Immediately all
planes got in an echelon of elements, waited their turn, and went in....
A/A was intense but inaccurate as to altitude.,. the planes, equipped
for a barge mission (100 pound bombs) eould not do too much with this
load,.. but mimerous direct hits were scored and the destroysrs were
stopped and crippled and left in & burning condition..... Col Gunn
poured 35 rounds of 75 mm into the larger of the two destroyers,
which looked like a light cruiser with ites one funnel..... Henebry,
Hawkins and MacLellan scored several direct hits,.... En route home,

whieh was in scattered formation, Zeros which had been buzzing
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Cape Gloucestor, New Britain - Nerve center for barge traffic - A landing
field for the Nip's ean be seen on extreme right and center of photo,
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TO: CO ATTACK GROUP THREE 3130
FM: COMBOMCON FIVE/S/ GENERAL RAMEY

CONGRATULATION ON SUCCESSFUL ATTACK ON DESTROYERS.

T.0.0. 281220/K
T.0.R, 291408/

DW.A.
A 179

w/r

Jap destroyer off Cape Gloucester being attacked by the BUth Souadron
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The crsw have all scattsred.

Jap bomber just landed on Cape Gloucestsr.
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around the destroyers but hed not attempted interception, disappearsd
»sa 8t Cape Gloucester, Henebry cbserved a Jap twin-tailed bomber
(first belisved a traneport), going in to land on the strip... He
gave 1t several squirts with his, ,50s,.. Col Gunn and several other
planes followed suit..... "Pappy" said he put a 75 mm shell between a
bunch of Nips running from the plane (thies was after it hed landed,
obviously)..... the A/A fire.from the runway was severs,,, the plane

was definitely put out of commission and it was burning..... An excel-
lent record for the 90th books..... Today: 8 barges destroyed,
2 destroyers damaged and one bomber deétroyed.....o......

Pfc Marvin H, Sable joined the Squadron today,...., Lt-Ransom
was transferred to Group Opsrations,.....

Sgt Covington, it was discovered, shot down a Zero this after-
noon... it came in cloee and Covington let him have it..... Sgt Malicki
observed it smoking and then falling into the water,., so this makes
the record even better..... 8 barges, 2 destroyers, one bomber, and
one pursuilt......

"China Girl™ with Gene Tierney at night... excellent,, a
veritable deluge came during the show and continued throughout the
night... everyone suffered by this rainstorm to some extent... camp
flooded... very cool......

July 29- barge mission... 8 B-26s, 16 B-25s of the 3d, with
16 P-38s...., Col Hall leading..... 3 shipe from the 90th made this...

They were:

%16 Hosbach Ruse Burch Rowland
442 Seebery Gerry Maupin Thompson
692 MeCoun Smith Adams Baumgardner
808 Gunn Jones Powers Strom
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One stranded destroyer wes discovered off Cape Gloucester
and all planes forgot about the barge mission and went in for the
attack,.., A/A from the crippled and beached destroyer was intense
and accurate at first,., then it died out... all the 20th ships
scored direct hits..... McCoun’s plane suffered two hits by anti-
aircraft fire... Pvt Adams and Sgt Baumgardner had narrow escapes
when scrapnel entered the side and missed them by inches,,, McCoun's
plane suffered turret riddled and one gun put out of commission...
the destroyer was left as a landmark... that is all it will ever be
good for... the superstructure was wiped off and the ship broke in
half just as the 3d left the area... big explosions and dense, black
smoke was observed,.... The barge mission search was never continued
and all planes immediately returned to home b&sg..... This constituted
another success for the 90th,.......

"Ppride of the Yankees" at night... another violent rainsterm..
and the first thunder and lightening we have seen in a long time...
When it rains arcund hers it is no half matter... tents are soaked thru
and nothing seems to keep some amount of water seeping through some-
where, .ssasva

The meil situation is excellent these days..., its remarkable
how one can get a letter from the East Coast in 10 days,.. It must be
flewn to Frisco and then to Australia, then to New Guinea at Port
Moresby and finally to Dobordura... But still, 10 days is fast..,
Outgoing mail does not travel quite as fast..... "V Mail" is encouraged,

but most people use theair mail letters... one can write more and it
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doesn't seem quite as public, tho' Lord knows, probably it is read
by the censors dozens of times befors it reaches ite final destination...

July 30- A rainy morning...meny men are making ash trays out
of 75 mm shells expended by Lt Col Gunn's "Little Fox"...u.e..

Lt Lee got back from leave this morning with a new puppy
a fox terrier.... 6 wesks old and it acted it......

T/Sgt Aubrey and assistants busy all morning patching up
#692 which was riddled yesterday...seeeseesnsncs

"Pittsburg" at night with Marlele Dietrich, Randolph Scott
and John Wayne..,.Propaganda galore,,, it obviously did not succeed
in its aim as the miners are still on strike in the Big Coal City
at this moment,,, John L, Lewis presiding.......

General Doolittle and boys pounding Rome from bases in Sieily,..
the Ities are crying like mad about it..... Mentioning Doolittle's
name, it brings back to this department the realization that he is an
old 90th man,.. to delve into history, and we quote, "On Sept 2, 1922,
Lieut James Doolittle of the 90th flew from Jacksonville, Fla, to
San Diego, Cal, alone in twenty-one hours and twenty mimutes, stop-
ping en rcute at Kelly Field"....... Such missions as this during
peace time, together with the daily round of more prosaic and routine
duties, go to make up the duties of the 90th flier of the past,....

Dobordura is a gresat place for reading and most all men are
taking advatage of the library over at Supply..... T/Sgt John Davis
and Sgt Tony Senger are doing a great job with the little they have
«c« (Incidently, Tony is lad who cuts the hair for the lads in the

Squadron).,.. Of a rainy night most of the men are under their
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mosquito netting reading..... Many the time a man will read, then reread
such advertisements as is given below... it makes a man think of home,...
It makes some men bitter, some unhappy, some very thoughtful, while
others will never give it a thought... here it is........

71 know you will come back to me... I've never doubted that,
ever... And when you do come back, you will find, just asyou left them,
everything your letters tell me you hold dear... I will be wearing the
same blue dress I wore the day you went away... And on my arm the silver
bracelet you gave me last April on our anniversary.... And, waiting for
you, the children will be first to hear the sound of your step on the
walk... and the quick way that you, and only you open and shut the old
white gate..... How they will run to grest you, far out-racing my own

. swift step, meeting you with shouts and laughter, before I have even
reached the door!........ Inside in the living room, you'll find your
easy chair, your footstool and your slippers, just as they always were
each night before you went to war..... When you come back to me, you
will find nothing changed... Those at home promise that... Here in your
town, your children are still free to sleep and laugh and play... still
free to look to the sky, clear-esyed and unafraid..... Our house still
gtands, white and lovely as it always was, and down the street the maples
march straight and tall, unwithered by the heat of war... And every
Sunday, steeple bells still ring and in our church we still sing hymns
to God..... I've told the children, and' I tell myself, this is what
you're fighting for!...... These are the big and 1ittle things worth
waiting for,.... The things that make our lives worth living, that make
this war worth winning..... We are eo proud of you..... Proud that you
are making sure that hate and greed and tyranny will never rise to
threaten us again... And we are so proud to make our own sacrifices,
knowing that they will help to bring you back to us sooner,.... Back home

. to the same town, to the same job you liked go much... to the same
America we have always known and loved... where you can work and plan
and build,.. where together we can do the things we've always dreamed
of ... where we and our children are free to make our lives what we want
them to be... where there are no limits to any man's, or any woman's or
any child's opportunity..... You've said, "Thats the America I want when
I come back,.. don't change that, ever... don't let anyone tamper with
a way cf living that works so well"...... n®Ver fear, Darling, that
the way we all want it...... Everything will be here, just as ycu left
it, Just as you want it.... when you come back to me!........"

Well, that is a pretty nifty piece of advertisement,.. but to
oné in the jungles of New Guinea it does not do the work 1ike it shonld
its hard here to realize that they are msking sacrifices at home when

you read of strikes, and that the night clubs never did so well,
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and that someone else is taking your girl out..... but to one with fore-
sight and intelligence, its obvious that worry and discontent will not
help at all...... Well, by the time taps (they are not blown here, but
I refer to 10:30 PM) bhave arrived, sleep, that healer of all wounds of
the soul, brushes away all the gloom of the night and the daylight finds
a new day and a somewhat happier man.,.......,

July 31- A 7 plane barge mission led by Lt Fisher... the A-20s
made the trip with us.., we had no pursuit,.. Fisher's orders were to
stay out of all poor weather and if New Britain was under a clear sky,
to turn back.,. Due to lack of any pursuit coverage, it was not deemed
necesary to take the risk of sending our ships out into clear weather....
however, if the weather was limited to a 2-3000 foot ceiling then all
was in order...... Fisher's and flight found a ceiling of 2000 feet
over Cape Gloucester...... The target, Borgen Bay, lay dead ahead....
A/A from the Cape Gloucester runway was moderate as to intensity, but
accurate as to altitude... At Borgen Bay the 90th knocked out 6 barges
while the A-R0s did away with 5..... A successful mission,., 18,000 X
.50 ammo was expended..., the destroyer that the 3d Group had knocked out
the previous day was still on the reef.., and, as was obvicus, never

would float again..... On this mission were the following ecrsws and ships:

722 Fisher Burgess Ransom(N) Dicksnson Taber

€92 Lee Smith Adams Baumgardner
710 Solomon Meding Sampson Foxworth
727 Helbert Ladd Epperson Piper

316 Jones Saunders Moore Dietz

318 McKee Bapecom Burch .~ Rowland

442 Wonderly Shoop Kunze Valent

Lt Solomon and Lt McKee led the other two flizhts on this mission
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Rained all morning..... Sgt Magee was scldering barrels for the

mess ball all morning..... S§/Sgt Jim Latt concocted a new idea for washing

mess kits after meals and Magee was putting his idea into a tangible form

While down at Operations, T/Sgt Sherman and S/Sgt Archibald, the

brains of facts and figures thee, have compiled a new and more accurate

system of keeping check on the missions flown by &1l combat crews.....

Here are a list, as of today, of the missions flown by the officers of

this unit....., the Enlisted-men record is not ready as yet......

Henebry.veesos«:63
Hawking...sse.4.08
Meloun . « vaenesbe
Fisher. v vevese kT
Castelli,.....,.42
SOLOMON s «cviniess s 4L
Lockhart........40
Maclellan.......38
Pryor.sesecsesasd?
McKee...........37
Hosbach.ievoaessd?
Wonderlyesssssssdb

Howe .o eses36
Helbert.. .33
Lge, jeussisdl
Rickord,..25
Joneg,....23
Rosebush. .21
Saunders..18
Nelson....l5
Meding....15
Burgess...12
Ladd......12
5hooPesessl?2

Davis, H.....eel2
PANcher, . o eseld
Seeberg.....«..10
Randerson,.....
Cloone Lo, sic U
RUBEssasssnnasn
PrAtioh ol v e
Harrington.....
ATONES L3 T e
Baucom. s oeeaeee
Neumann, ;,ecees
Smithllt...llii

o N1 0@

Gerryaece...4
PhelpB,esesd

NAVIGATORS

Ransom,.....34
Soffer,.vesslD

Smith and Neuman, former pursuit pilots, sach have aver 70 missions

in that type aircraft, but this list is missions flown with B-25......

At night many took advantage of the Special Services Show out on

thr runway,.... It was called the "50-50" show by virtue of the cast

being selected from both the American and Australian forces..,... 4n

excellent show and as good as one might expect to see back in the states

the female cast was made up of men who played thelr part to perfection...

in fact, they did extredey well... one big negro threw his hips about

in such a suggestive manner that the moans and groans of the negro

aundience almost overshadowed the orchestra in volume,.....
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It is observed that "Third Strike®™, 3d Attack news organ, featured
one of our boys in its copy of this day..... Kennith Radlein, it states,
is one of six boys in his family in the service... As the paper states,
"That, certainly, is a fighting American family"..... and truly it is....

August 1- A new month,.. and it is started off with a bang when
Maj Henebry declares a holiday..... "Sack time" 1s the favorite sport
for most of the G.I.s.....

The Officers worked all day on their new club in preparation
for & Tuesday opening.......

This Department spent sometime today in locking up scme of the
history of this Squadron,.. its extremely interesting... here are a few
pertinent facts about our Squadron... in case you don't know.....

The 90th Squadron is officially credited with bringing down seven
German airplanes in the last war, and the 8th and 13th brought down
six each,..eass

The official insignia of the 90th attack Squadron is a pair of
cocked~dice showing "sevens".., This insignia was painted on the upper and
lower wings and on the fuselage of each plane, and were soocn recognized
and remembered by all who saw them on the Western Front in World War I.,...
The nickname the "Pair-O-Dice" Squadron was given to the Ninetieth by
the forty-second Division doughboys during the St, Mihiel drive,.....

The 90th Squadron was originated at Kelly Field, Texas, August 20,
1817, under the command of First Lieut William H, Y. Hackéét

Sent to Minsola L.I. Sept 22, 1917, then to Liverpool, England,
Nowv 10, 1917,

Inspected by General Pershing, Feb 18, 1918,

Asgigned to First Corpe Observation, A,E.F, April 20, 1918,
Served with 4th Army Corps from July, 1918 to Sept 21, 1918.
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Assigned to 1st Army Corps Observation Group, Nov 30, 1918,

Demobilized at 1lst Air Depot, Dec 22, 1918,

Returned to U.S.A. Feb 2, 1919. Enlisted men discharged and
Squadron sent to Kelly Field, Texas. Here new recruits wers received
and the Sguadron filled out.

Attached to 1lst Surveillance Group, Aug 13, 1919. Half was sent
to Eagle Pass, Texas, the other half to Sanderson, Texas.

Squadron was ordered back to Kelly Field, June 30, 1921.

Designated 90th Attack Squadron, Hg Kelly Field, Texas, Sept 13, 1921.

Sept 13, 1921, was equipped with large triplanes called GAX.

90th was reduced to 30 enlisted men, June 27, 1924,

Ordered to Fort Crockett, Texas, July 1, 1926.

3rd Attack Gr ordered to Barksdale Field, La, Feb 27, 1935.

Aug 2, 1939, participated in Flight demonstations at Wright Field.

Sept 15, 1939, the 90th Bomb Sq (Light) was organized at Barks-
dale Field, La,

Oct 6, 1940 ordered to Savannah Army Air Base, Ga.

Sept 1941, participated in Louisanna mansuvers.

h quiet evening,... no movies...... rained all night........

Aug 2- The B9th lost their second ship of the week today.. hydraulic
trouble .....no ons hurt......

The Roo Room nearing completion... however, in some wierd and
unexplanable manner, the keg of beer that the O0fficers were to have for
their big party on the morrow completely drained out in the ice box.....

We got two new ships today and ancother coming over from Group
tomorrow,..... slowly but surely we are getting rid of our old ships and
getting them replaced by new ones.... We shall have 19 all told very
BHOrtlY. sous e

"It A'int Hay" played at night..... Abbott and Costello...pro-
jection trouble again but we finally got to see the show through.....

Aug 3- The Roo Room opened with & great splash tonight...On hand
this gela affair were Col Hall, Maj Hood, Maj Gillmore, Maj Clark, members
of various pursuit units on the field, and men from the 13th, 89th, and

8th Squadrone in the Group..... Lt Queen arranged through Australian
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channels for the entertainment to include the highly publicized "50-50"

show which was shown 2nd received in splendid fashion..... & 16 piece
band, 17 acts, and a female cast that brought the house down, so to speak,
were the high lights of the evening... the female cast, incidently, were
composed of men who played their part to perfection... in fact, it made
some of us scratch our heads... a limited quanity of beer, a good supply
of rum and gin, and some whiskey prevailed throughout the evening.....

Aug 4- A mission to Finchafen and New Britain... still the concen-

tration on Nip barges... those to make this trip were:

316 Hawkins Neuman Soffer Moore Dietz

700 Solomon Meding Milicki Atking Miller
946 Pencher Gerry 0'Conner Sples

793 Hosbach Ruse Patterson Casarino

692 McCoun Smith Adams Baumgardner

727 Pryor Shull Kunze Piper

278 MecLellan Shoop Maroney Haught

318 McKee Baucom Schwab Rowland, R.

442 TLockhart Prince Westerman Valent Caruzzi

There were nil sightings at Langemak Bay, Cape Bushing or Borgen
Bay.... 300 X ,50 cal ammo and 3 X 300 pound bombs were expended at a
poseible ammnition and fuel dump with nil observations of results.....

Aug 5- The 13th made a coordinated attack on Madang today with
the 38th Group... Zeros hopped the whole lot and there was much excitemsnt
One ship from the 38th Group was lost when it sheared its wing off against
another plane while manesuvering into formation......

A PBY Naval Patrol boat (flying boat) is assigned to this Base
NOW.sssas In the future, if a plane goes down in the water this flying
boat will be notified and it will come immediately to the rescue... a

a comforting thought......
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Aug 6- A cloudy and rainy day... much "sack time"™ for those not
on detail,....

T/S H. P. Barnes was assigned to Group today... Barnes had
"Chatterbox" until it crashed..... He also flew co-pilot on this ship
on the Bismarck Sea Battle.......

T/S M.J. Cutrler was assigned to the 90th from Group......

Cutrier will be remembered for the excellent painting he did on ocur
planes,.. most of the names and pictures that adorn our strafers were
. the product of this Tech Sgt.

T/S "Shorty" Chesson, Group Inspector, is toc be seen quite often
these days on our line and at our Engineering Section..,...

Formation flying in the afternoof...cees.

A new order from General MacArthur's Headquarters states that no
men, other than combat personnel'and those not fit for duty, will be
returned to the States for the duration of the war..... It states that
the reason for this is lack of space on ships..... This order hit many
men between the eyes insofar as-many have been over in this glorious land

. of the abundant for well nigh two years.....

PAir Force" and "Stage Door Canteen® played at night and were
repeats.... Most of us could see the latter several more times... a
rare plece of entertainment....

Cool rain falling all night... excellent climate for sleep...

Aug 7- Fresh eggs and butter.......

7 ghip formation in the morming..., tragedy came agein,.. this
time Lt Castelli in #946, "Margaret", flew too low and hit the water...

His crew, Lt Phelps(CP), Sgt Atkins(G), and Pfe Spies(RG) were all killed
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instantly......Atkine body was recovered,.., the rest went down with the
plane in 300 fathoms of water 2 miles Due East of the Buna Airfield,..
This was a bad blow &g thip crew was particularly well-liked by all mem-
bers of the SquadronsS......ss.

News that the 8th Squadron was jumped by Zeros in the vicinity
of Borgen Bay today... The Nip Air Force isextremely active these days...
Lord knows where they get the planes from as we ssem to shoot down all
they have.....

Movies in the messhall at night... They were P-38 pictures of the
art of "Zero Hunting".... taken from the nose cameras the entire fight can
been seen when a Lightning opens fire on the enemy... One Zer; in this
film was a stubborn fellow... Called "Wewak Willy", this Zerc outman-
euvered the best of some 18 passes by P-3Bs and made it to Wewak even
tho! the chase extended from Lae to Madang.....

Aug 8- The 13th and 90th made a coordinated mission to New Britain
today.... 12 B-26s with 17 P-588 top cover..... due to bad weather the
entire f1ight turned back before reaching N,B, Hosbach(316), Helbert(727),
Wonderly(710), Fisher(732), and Capt Reed 5th AF(692) made this trip.....
Lt Pancher developed engine trouble on takeoff and cut his throttle at
the end of the runwey and just managed to bring it ta a stop before hit-
ting an A/A revetment.........

Pyt Atkins buried with full military honors today in the Buna
Cemetryesesees

Chaplain James conducted his chapel services at Group at night,..
a large representation of the four Squadrons were on hand,., "Day is Dying

in the West", "Thers's a Dear and precious Book", "Loves Devine, All Loves
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Excelling", and "Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus" were Sung..........

Aug 9- 6 crews alerted at 6 AM for a barge mission but ii-naver
materialized until 1:30 PM,... it would be & Photo barge mission....
pictures would be taken of the Northern Coast of New Britain and the area
around Finchafen, New Guinea,.,.. A B-17 photo ship would fly in this for-

mation.... 18 P-38s top cover,,., Those on the trip:

318 Hawkins Neumann  Ransom Burch  Rowland Sgt Rogers 3 Gp

692 Lockhart Prince Adams Baumgardner

3168 Hosebush Burgess Moore Dietz Sgt Campbell SAF Berube 3Gp

278 Maclellan Shoop Boggs Thompson

710 Sesberg Smith Shipley Malicki

727 Pancher Gerry Epperson Piper .

Lt Pancher had to turn back with the B-17 in the vicinity of
Finchafenas he wasunable to transfer gas, and this was the completion of
the B-17s photo work... the rest of the flight with the P-38s high over-
head kept on towards Cape Gloucester,,... If the P-38s say any Zeros on
the runway at this airstrip they were to notify Hawkins who would lead
the 90th in abreast.... Nil observations there... however, ground A/A
opened up on the P-38s and were fairly close with Forfors.;.... The destroy-
er that the 90th had helped sink two weeks back was still on the reefs.... .
Hawkins put his flights in trail and led the way up the coast looking
for barge hideouts... in the vicinity of Borgen Bay 8 hidden ground A/A
cpened up on Hawkins and caught him squarely in the initial burst...
He threw his ship irto a partial chandelle and went in with guns firing....
the rest of the formation followed suit.... Rosebush and MacLellan both
picked up many holes on their first pass.,. each ship released 300 pounders
that were seen to fall in the target... § barges on the beach were strafed
thoroughly .... On Lockhart's third pass the guns were silenced,,., In

the interim Hawkins could be heard over the radio... he was in trouble...
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he was full of holes, his radio gunner, Rowland was wounded in the leg,
and he was afraid he had to set his plane in the sea as his left engine
wae smoking and his right engine had lost most of its oll pressure....
However, Hawkins, with his usual coolness managed to bring his ship back
to home base,... Ransom and Burch administered first aid to Rowland

who was not in a bad state..... Burch says the first thing that Rowland
said after he got his wound(in his left calf), "Well, now I may get a

leave".....+o Burch also menticned that the Group Photographer who flew

. in this ship had been asking for magazinee to read enroute to the target
wessss but on the way home it was a different-story and he was mighty
white..... This ship #318, was shot up so badly that it had to be turned
over to Base for a complete overhaul.,.. There were 38 different holes
in the ship...... Several narrowly missed Burch in the upper turret and
one went thru the navigation seat, but fortunately for Ransom, he was
not sitting at the time,,.. Two main spars in the right wing were shot
away, the left gas tank was blown open, the hydraulic lines were partly
cut, the right engine oil line was partly disabled, the bomb bay was
riddled and the gunners' compartment was a sieve...... An appropriate
name for this ship should have been "Five men and a prayer".ccescas
"Andy Hardy's Double Life" at night.... & newcomer to the screen
appeared in thig film along with Ann Rutherford and she stole the shoWw....
Aug 10- On Maintenance and Training today.... Lt MacLellan,
Acting Operations Officer scheduled two test hops and that constituted
the flyinz for the day,... Sheet metal work being done on most of the
ships.... it appears that all the 90th ships yesterday that were on the

mission yesterday were shot up to some extent.........
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The Enlisted Men are working on their Club,... The base has bsen
1laid and the sides will be going up very shortly......

lﬁignlisted personnel to go to MacKay in several days for a rest,..

Lt McCoun, Lt Smith and T/Sgt Lee to relieve Banderson and Rickord
on the Ferry run in the morrow,... this Ferry Run is Between Brisbans
and Port Moresby.,...

L cool evening,.., no movies tonight... very quiet around the camp

Interesting to note that Italy ié glowly falling to pieces...
The news is good on all fronts,.... In this theatre U.S, destroyers con-
voyed some troops to & position South of Salamua.... This is the first
time the U.S, Navy has been in these waters,.....,

Aug 11- At the early hour of 6:10 A.M,, Lt Pryor took off on a
weather recco off the west coast of New Britian, crew consisted of Lt,
Shkull, co-pilot, Sgt Bowling and Corp Perez gunners. Later in the morn-
ing Lt, MaclLellan, F/0 Shoop, Tech Sgt Sampson, S/Sgt Butler and Sgt Roy
(Gp Hq) carried out & photographic mission... results unsatisfactory due
to bad weather...

Aug 12- All quiet today.. No Movie tonight......

Aug 13- Lt, Lockhart departed today for Sidney to take over the
duties of Operationa Officer of Mascott Field.. Lts Seeberg and Pancher
received promotion orders today Captains as of the 7th, Lt Davis promoted
to 18t Lt, on same order,

Aug 14- 12 of our aireraft, including 3 attached from the 13th
dropped 31 X 300 1b bombe on barges and buildings at Stettin Bay and

Rein Bay, New Brittain, resulting in the destruction of seven barges,
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the damage of others and a direct hit on a building. A total of 6600 rounds

of ,50 caliber amminition wereused in strafing, When Capt Seeberg's
ship flew into a bomb blast which shattered the cancpy and left a 6 inch
piece of wood in the left engine rain cover, Lt Gerry, the co-pilot was
injured about, the face by the shattered glass, Fortunately his eyes
were not touched.... Lts Smith and Neuman promoted to 1st Lt......

Crews for the mission as follows:

PILOT + CO-PILOT GUNKER
Capt. Hawkins Lt Neuman T/Sgt Sampson S/8gt Butler
Lt Soloman Lt Baucom Sgt Covington Sgt Malicki
Lt Jones F/0 Harrington Pvt McDermott " Pvt Pecosky
Lt Hosback F/0 Ruse T/Sgt Patterson S/Sgt Casarine
Lt Helbert F/0 Ladd Sgt Mullenhour Pvt Stephens
Lt Lee Lt Shmll Corp Perez Sgt Bowling
Lt MadLellan F/0 Shoop Pfe Maroney Corp Haught
Lt Fisher Lt Burgess S/Sgt Dickenson S/Sgt Foxworth
Capt Seeberg Lt Gerry S/Sgt Powers Pvt Valent

Aug 15- Word received from Sidney that Lt Nelson had been admitted
to the hospital for Appendicitis... lst Sgt Fortner appointed Tech Sgt...
Tech Sgt Simpson appointed 1st Sgt.... Martimer probably the oldest B-25
in this area was teken off combat status and returned to the mainland,

Aug 16- More enlisted promotions... Sgts Covington and Malicki
appointed 8/Sgt... Corps Perez, Haught and Piper appointed Sgt... Pvts
lcl Stephens, Adams and Westerman alsc appointed Sgte.. All combat personnel
of the organization left for Moresby to pull a mission or so from there,..

Must be a big deal....
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August 17- Operating from Port Moresby, 7 of our long range
planes participated in the raid on Wewak Airdrome and wrecked at least
7 airplanes and severly damaged about B others, mostly all bombers..
177 x 25 1b frag bombs and 6000 .50 caliber slugs thoroughly straffed
the planes and personnel,,.. None of our ships were damsged...The

crews congisted of':

PILOT CO-PILOT GUNNER RADIO GUNNER
Capt Hawkins Lt Neumsn TSgt Sampson SEgt Butler
Capt Pancher Lt Gerry Corp Perez Sgt Bowling
Lt Davis, R.N. F/0 Monroe(89th) SSgt Powers Pvt Valent
Lt Maclellan F/0 Shoop Sgt Johnson SSgt Lott
Lt Soloman Lt Saunders ESgt Maupin SSgt Malicki
Lt Rickord Lt Randerson SSgt Clark SS5gt Thompson
Capt Rsed Lt Shull Pvt MeDermott Pyt Pecosky

Capt Reed, one of our former operations officers, was borrowed from
Fifth Air Force due to the shortage of Pilots,.,.

August 18- Still operating from Moresby at 6:45 AM eight planes
l1eft to hit shipping in the Wewak Harbor, but adverse weather corditions
turned Lt Hosbach back and mechanical difficulties kept Lt MacLellan
from reaching the target.... Poor visibility limited the effestiveness
of the attack..,. Two direct hits were scored on a large Sugar Charlie
setting it on fire, and it was last seer Pisting badly. Smoke poured
from a Fox Tare Dog as a result of a strafing run. Although other
vessels were attacked results were unobserved. In all, 17 x 500 pound
bombs and 8500 x .50 cal. ammo were expended, The following crews par-

ticipated in the strike,

Major Henebry - Lt Shmll Pfe Maroney 85gt Lott

Lt Soffer Navigator
Lt Helbert F/0 Ladd SSgt Kunze Sgt Piper
Lt Jones F/0 Harrington  Sgt Westerman Sgt Haught
Lt Mc Kee Lt Bauncom Pyt McDermott Pvt Pecosky
Lt Rickord Lt Neuman SS8gt Powers SSgt Strom
Lt Rossbush F/0 Ruse Corp Schwab SSgt Foxworth
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%uguat 24~ Lt Kulin, a member of the 90th since Savanah, tran-
wterrad ‘o A0 Unassigned and zeturnad to the fieinland tor HoapitiTisetion.
Sgt Simpson called for softball players to form teams to intersquadron
competition,

August 25- Today the mission was a shipping strike at Hansa
Bay, Krempring Harbor and Eite}l Frisdrick Harbor. A 1500 ton freighter,
a lugger, and many barges were sunk, Several other luggers and barges
were sunk, Several other luggersand barges were damsged and a fuel
dump set afire, 33 x 500 1b bombs and about 12,000 rounds of .50 cal
amminiton were expended, Although Lt Rickord's top turret was shot
off, the gunner Sgt Powers was uninjured, but when a bullet struck
Lt Rosebush's top turret, Sgt Clark was slightly wounded in the face.

The crews consisted of:

PILOT CO-PILOT QUNNER RADIO GUNNER
Major Henebry Lt Saunders SS8gt Moore TSgt Deitz
Capt Seebert F/0 Barrington Sgt Mullenhour Sgt Stephenson
Capt Pancher Lt Gerry * Corp Schwab 38gt Foxworth
Lt MacLellan F/0 Shoop ' SSgt Maupin 58gt Thompson
Lt Rosebush Lt Shull S88gt Clark S8gt Lukaszak
Lt Pryor F/0 Ruse Pfc Maroney 8Sgt Lott
Lt McKee Lt Baucom Pvt McDermott Pvt Pekosky
Lt Davis F/0 Prince TSgt Sampson 8Sgt Butler
Lt Rickord F/0 Ladd 8Sgt Powers 8Sgt Strom

August 25- Four new enlisted_msn assigned today... They were:
83gt Spitzer, Sgt Drennon, Corps Nodine and Olthoff all were assigned
to Engineering., Work began today on the softball diamond should be
playing in a few days.

August 26- First Red Alert for some time tonight--alsoc one of

the longest alerts on record in this theatre——2 hours and 35 minutes...
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August 27- 8 Enlisted men departed today for a 10 day rest leave

in Mackay--MSgt Nicholson, a member of the 90th for the past 8 years,
wag transferred tc Hg and Hg Squadron, Fifth Air Force, Brisbane today—
Sgt Nicholson has performed nearly every duty in the entire organization
except that of line chief,

August 28- Mission today--target was fuel dumps, A/A positions
and shipping at Hansa Bay, and barges at Hokka; 9 planes participated
and the results were very satisfactory--one lugger and a barge destroyed,

. 3 luggers and two barges badly damaged, direct hits observed on a ware-
house, hits on A/A positions, and large fires started in a fuel dump
vieible for 60 miles-—-69 x 300 1b bombs and 15,000 rounds of .50 cal
amminition were expended —-3 of our planes were hit by A/A fire but

no casulties resulted. The following crews participateds

PILOT CO-PILOT GUNNER RADIO GUNNER
Capt Hawkins Lt Neuman Sgt Divers SSgt Butler
Lt Soffer Navigator

Capt Seeberg Lt Baucom Sgt Mullenhour Sgt Stephens

Capt Pancher Lt Gerry Cpl Peresz Sgt Bowling

Lt MacLellan F/0 Shoop SSgt Boggs 8Sgt Casarino
. Lt Helbert F/0 Ladd SSgt Kunze Sgt Piper

Lt Jones F/0 Harrington  Pvt O'Conner §Sgt Lukazak

Lt Soloman Lt Saunders Sgt Johnson SSgt Lott

Lt Davis F/0 Prince SSgt Powers SSgt Strom

Lt Randerson F/0O Ruse Pvt McDermott Pvt Pecosky

August 29- Sunday and the first Squadron Holiday in some time--
everything very gquiet and everyone eﬁjoysd themselves very mach visiting
the battle fislds and beaches at Buna and Sanananda.....

August 30- Another mission today---Lt Solomon Cracked up on his
take off when F/0 Ladd pulled up the wheels too quick but not to be left
behind he immediately crawled out of the wrecked airplane and took the
spare ship and was only seconds behind the flight.. Crews that participated

weres
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PILOT CO-PILOT BUNNER RADIO GUNNER

Major Henebry Lt Saunders SS5gt Moore TEgt Deitz
Lt Soffer Navigator

Lt McKes Lt Baucom TSgt Patterson SSgt Cassarino
Lt Scloman F/0 Ladd Sgt Perez Sgt Bowling
Capt Secberg F/0 Ruse Sgt Mullenhour Sgt Stephens
Lt Rickord F/0 Prince SSgt Clark S8zt Lucaszak
Lt Jones F/0 Harrington  SSgt Covington Sgt Haught
Lt MacLellan F/0 Shoop Sgt Maupin - SSgt Baumgardner
Et Pryor Lt Shull Pfc Maroney E8gt Lott
Lt Davis Lt Gerry SSgt Powers S8gt Strem

The nine planes tock off at 1:00 P.M, and were led by Major Henebry on
8 barge mission between Borgen Bay and Cape Bushing. Ten barges were
attacked and all were believed to have been destroyed or badly damaged;
also, two villages were strafed, but the results were unobserved--a
total of 4 x 500 1b btombs, 12 x 300 1b bombs and 3,500 rounds of .50
calibre ampunition were used on the strike,

August 31~ Lt Hosbach, veteran of several months combat duty with
the 90th, was transferred to Air Service Command to act as Pilot for General
Connel----Lt Meding, a member of the organization since April, accompanied
him as CO-Pilot. ©Several enlisted men received much deserved promotions
among which were the following: TSgt Sharp appointed Master Sergeant,
£Sgts Burch, Rowland, Casarino, and Sucker appointed TSgt..Sgts Adams,
Heught, Mullenhour, Piper, Stephens, Schwab, Divers, Johnson, Perez, and
Pyts 1cl McDermott, Marorey, Parsons, 0'Connor, and Pvt Pecosky appointed
SSgt... Corporals Burne, Gentry, Katz, Stegman, Davidson, Guttendorf and
Perarson appointed Sergeant.. Pvts lcl Barham, Ferrell, Hansen, Radelin,
Duke and Whitley appointed Corporal.....

September 1- Major Henebry and Captain Deniston flew te Goodenough
Island today...Wonder if they could possibly be planning on moving the
organization up there, The softball diamond is almost completed now and

play will start socon.....
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September 2- Although 7 of our planes went out in search of
destroyers reported to be between Willaumez Penninsular and Borgen Bay,
only three barges wers seen, 4 x 500 1b bombs were dropped on them and
1,700 rounds of .50 calibre ammunition expended the results were un-

observed...Crews congisted of....

Lt MacLellan Lt Baucom SSgt Boggs SSgt Baumgardner
Lt Rensom Navigator
Lt Helbert F/0 Prince SSgt Epperson Corp Piper
. Lt Pryor F/0 Arens Sgt Johnson Sgt Malicki
Lt Soloman Lt Saunders TSgt Patterson SSgt Casarino
Lt Davis Lt Shull Sgt Adams SSgt Strom
Capt Pancher Lt Gerry Pvt 0'Conner 8Egt Lukaszak
Lt Jones F/0 Harrington  Sgt Shipley Sgt Haught

September 3- Greatest news since our arrival overseas...Allles
invaded Europe... Everyone in the camp is exceedingly happy tonight...
the invasion of Europe may be the Beginning of the end of this war....

September 4~ After a long period of time the intrasquadron soft-
ball games were resumed today with the officers playing the enlisted men
—-the officers found themselves thoroughly beaten by an 8-8 score.

. Considerable interest being shown in the newly formed leagues and the
competition should be keen,

September 5- At the early hour of 6A.M., 9 of our aireraft tock
off to attack grounded aireraft, A/A positions and supply and personnel
areas at Cape Glouster, New Britain, and to strafe the Finchaven, New
Guinea, town area. Lt Soloman spotted a serviceable medium bomber and
a servicable Zero, and left them both burning fiercely. Two A/A positions
were silenced, three unserviceable medium bombers and one unserviceable

' fighter were further damaged. MNumerous bombs fell in the supply and

personnel areas with unobserved results. In all, 498 x 23 1b parachute
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frags, and 18,000 rounds of .50 calibre ammunition were expended on
Cape Gloucester., Returning 1,000 rounds of .50 calibre ammnition
wers poursd into Finschafen, but the results were unobserved,.While
over the target aresa at Cape Glouchester, an A/A shell bursting over
Lt. Rickord's ship severely injured him and fatally injured Lt Shull
his co-pilot...Although knocked out momentarily "Rick" recovered and
flew the ship home making a superb landing...truly & remarkable job..
The sad news of Lt Shull's death was received late in the evening.
Although not glven any chance whatsoever, he put up a courageous fight,
Lt Shull joined the squadron on May 30, this year, and had 18 missions
and 108 combat hours to hls credit,,. Other crews participating in the

mission were as follows:

PILOT CO-PILOT GUNNER RADTO GUNNER
Lt MacLellan Lt Baucom SSgt Johnson 88gt Foxworth
Lt Helbert F/0 Ruse SSgt Kunze Corp Piper
Lt Jones F/0 Harrington Pfc Westerman Corp Haught
Capt Seeberg F/0 Arens Pyt Parsons Egt Stephens
Lt Scloman Lt Sanunders S8gt Covington TSgt Deitz
Lt Fisher Lt Burgess 1Sgt Patterson SSgt Caserino
Lt Rickord Lt Shull Pvt 0'Conner S5Sgt Lukeszak
Capt Pancher Lt Gerry S8gt Shipley S8gt Mancvich

September 6~ Funeral Services were held this morning for Lt
Shull, killed in yesterday's raid on Caps Glouchsster. He was buried
at the Soupota Cemetary at Dobodura, New Guinea... Lt Hiblen; Navigator,
joined the organization today....

September 7 Lt Rickord is progressing nicely from wounds
received at Cape Glouchester,..Several of the wounded were returned
from the Lae area... It is beginning to look as if Lae and Salamca

will finally fall to the allies,...
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September 8 Lt Rickord returned form the-hospital today all
ready for more and nope the worse for wear except for a small scar
on his face,..The courage and determination displayed by ths combat
personnel of this organization only goes to prove. that this war is
only a matter of time and the final results afeiinevitable. Their
grim detsrmination to blast the ememy from the face of the earth is
further exemplified by each attack...

September 9 All quist for a change..Operations proceeding
well ahead of schedule arcund Lae and Salamoa..another two weeks
should do the Job.

September 10-- Although two missions were run, neither was
guccessful, At 5 A.M, Lt Rosebush and his crew of Lt Frey, co-pllot,
Lt Hibblen, navigator, Corp Schwab, gunner, and SSgt Lukaszak left to
report the weather at Wau, Marilinan, and Nadzab, New Guinea, but
reporte were not submitted due to liaison ‘tiransmitter's being out
and enemy's jemming the frequency.. Later a nine ship formation
took off to strike the track and varges between Lae and Salamaua,

Bad Weather turned the mission back at Morobe., Crews were as follows:

Lt MacLellan F/0 Arens SSgt Maupin Sgt Bowling
Lt Soffer Navigator

Lt Lee F/0 Ruse SSgt Boggs 8Sgt Strom

Capt Pancher Lt Gerry Sgt Taylor Corp Pecosky

Capt Seesberg Lt Neumann Sgt Mullenhour Sgt Stephens

Lt Pryor Lt Saunders Sgt Johnson SSgt Lott

Lt Fisher Lt Burgess TSgt Patterson 88gt Casarino

Lt Jones » Lt Fox SS8gt Covington Sgt Malicki

Lt Davis F/0 Harrington Sgt Divers SSgt Rowland

Lt Helbert F/0 Ladd ESgt Epperson Corp Piper

September 1l-- Several new men joined the organization today
they were as follows: Officers: =2nd Lts Killebrew, Rutters, Bertram,

Dean, Pilgram, Kylius, Thayer, Howard and Adams.... Enlisted Men:
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SSgte Ousley, Sotelo, Biskjdski, Forman and Adams; Sgts Stroup and
Tritz...SSgt Burch a veteran of 20 monthe combat duty was transferred
to ACU and it looks as if he is being returned to the states.
September 12-- Mission today, barge hunting between Saidor and

Langamsk Bay, New Guinea, The following crews participated:

PILOZY ° CO-PILOT GUNFER RADIO GUNNER
Lt Maclellan Lt Gerry SSgt Maupin S8gt Thompson
Lt Hibblen Navigator
Lt Rickord Lt Neumann Sgt Taylor Corp Peckosky
Lt Jones F/0 Areng SSgt Covington Sgt Makicki
Capt Seeberg Lt Baucom Tsgt Mullenhour Sgt Haught
Lt Lee F/0 Ruse SSgt Boggs 8Sgt Strom
Lt Pryor F/0 Prince Sgt Divers 88gt Lott .
Lt Fisher Lt Burgess S8gt Moore Tsgt Dietz
Lt Soloman Lt Saunders TSgt Sampson SSgt Rowland
Lt Davis F/0 Harrington SSgt Kunze Corp Piper

More newcrews were also received today they were as follows: Officers:
1st Lt Murphy, 2nd Lt Chapin. Enlisted Man: SSgt Marshall......
September 13-- A busy day with leaves having most of the
attention, Major Henebry and Captains Denniston and Valusek, Lisutenants
Short, Rickord left today for leave in Sydney, Australia, TSgt J.E,
Thempson, SSgt Latta, Gates, Rutledge and Sgts’ Gillmer, Studley and
Cpl Thomas returned from Rest Area, Mackay, Australia, Lt Randerson .
and Sgt Mott both returned from the 87th Station.Hospital.
September 14-- TSgt Dietz and Pfc Axt were transferrsd to
the 11th AC RCD, the first step on a long trek back to the States,
Dietz had 63 combat missions and Axt, the "Bad Boy" of the Sgquadron
had 55 missions on record plus several over Java during the first
days of the war. Axt also held the DFC, the only Enlisted Man, now
assigned to the Squadron, holding that decoration, He was well known
for the scrapes and scraps he had with various M.P!S while on furlough

in Australia and was one of the most popular men in the Squadron.
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September 15-- SSgt Powers, Marcney, McDermott and Clark
returned from Sydney, and the only noise heard in the area on this
quist day was the popping of a few corks, for the boys did not come
back empty handed.

Septmeber 16-- Lt Helbert and Lee set out at 5:30 AM to report
the weather at Wau, Marilinan and Nadzeb, N.G. and to reconnoiter
poesible escape routes between Lae and Sio but weather prevented the

latter. The crews:

PILOT CO-PILOT GUNNER RADIO GUNNER
Helbert F/0 Arens S8gt Lukaszak SSgt 0'Connor
Lee Lt Gerry SSgt Haught 8Sgt Perez

Navigator Lt Soffer

At noon, TSgt Sampson, Rowland, R.G., Patterson and SSgt
Maupin, Strom, Moore were transferred to the 11th AC RCD, and they
will join Dietz and Axt for the trip back te the States. They all had
an average of 48 to 50 combat missions and Ray Rowland who was wounded
in the leg some weeks ago over Cape Glouchester, N.B, on his 45th
mission, managed to get 3 more before leaving.

September 17-- Today a barge search between Reiss Point and
Langamsk Bay, N.G. No barges sighted. Two 300's were dropped on a
‘smgll outrigger céAnoe near Sio, and another 300 was dropped on a
building near Station Point, results unobserved. About 5000 rounds

of 50 cal were used., The crews:

PILOT CO-PILOT . GUNNER RADIO-GUNNER
Capt Seeberg F/0 Shoop, ..~ SSgt Mullenhour gt Bowling
Lt Rosebush F/0 Prince SSgt Divers SSgt Butler
Davis F/0 Ladd Perez Baumgardner
Fisher Lt Neumann Parsons Casarino
‘Jones F/0 Ruse Sgt Taylor Pecosky
Lee Lt Dean 85gt Boggs Sgt Malito

Soffer Navigator
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September 18-- At 5:35 AM Lt Pryor and his crew of Lt

Eillebrew, co-pilot, Lt Hibblen navigator and SSgt Joe Clark and
83gt C,C. Thompson left to report the weather at Wau, Marilinan,
and Finséhafan, N.G, The mission was accomplished,

Lt Fisher and Neuman and Sgts Baumgardner left for Syndey.

Lt Howe rejoined the Squadron after several months down in
Australia, Hospitalized,

September 19-- Lt MacLellan pulled an early morning weather
mission covering Nadzab, Finschhafen, N.G. and Cape Gloucester, N.B,
The crew was made gp of F/0 Shoop as Co-Pilot, and SSgt Boggs and
TSgt Casarino as gunners. An unidentified aircraft was seen South
of the Markham Valley heading towards Marilinan.

September 20-- Capt Hawkins and Lt McCoun and Fisher were
transferred to the 11th AC RCD, and they toc are on their way back
to the States. Capt Hawkins was by far one of the most popular
officers in the Squadron and received many a pet on the back to
speed him back to Panhandle, Texas,

T/5 Largin, & new man for the Pillrollers to teach them
some new tricks in Pinochecle. He arrived during the evening
while everything was blacked out, for we were right in the middle
of a Red Alert,

September 21-- F/0 Prince, Harrington and Ladd and SSgt
Mullenhour, Perez and Ed Adams left for Sydney today. Cpl Fleming
was transferred from the 89th Squadron, to the 90th and reported

for duty.
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September 22-- Twelve planes hit the #1 and #2 strips at

Cape Gloucester 92 x 300 pounders, 15,000 rounds of 50's and 150

rounds of 20mm were believed to have rendered the strips unservice-

able, Alsc, a wrecked bomber and a A/A position were hit. A large

fuel dump was observed smoking, when the crews left the target.

The Crsws:

PILOT CO-PILOT GUNNER RADIO-GUNNER
Maj Henebry Capt Seeberg SSgt Shipley SSgt Bowling
Lt Baucom Lt Neumann S8Sgt McDermott SSgt Peckosky
Lt Jones Lt Howard S8gt Westerman S8gt Haught
Lt Howe Lt Killsbrew SSgt Parsons TSgt Casarino
Lt Pryor F/0 Arens SSgt Maroney SSgt Lott

Lt Solomon F/0 Ruse SSgt Baumgerdner Sgt Malito

Lt MacLellan F/0 Shoop SS5gt Boggs 5Sgt Thompson
Lt Rosebush Lt Dhapin 8Sgt Schwab SSgt Taber

Lt Lee Lt Pilgrem SSgt Epperson SSgt Piper

Lt Davis Lt Frey Sgt Sucker SSgt Stephens
Lt Burgess Lt Murphy SSgt 0'Connor SSgt Lukasszak

RNavigators: Lt Ransom with Lt Howe; Lt Hibblen with Lt Maclellan;
and Lt W, Adams with Lt Helbert. Sgt Robert Berube was with Maj
Henebry as Aerial Photographer.

Lt Keith McKee returned from Sydney and Pvt Joseph Gulli
joined the Squadron, having been transferred from the 4th Air Depot
Group, AP0 922,

September 25-- Four planes dropped supplies at the mouth

of the Song River but four boxes could not be released. The crews:

PTLOT CO-FPILOT GUNKER RADIO GUNRER
Capt Seeberg Lt Dean 88gt Shipley SSgt Bowling
Lt Rosebush Lt Chapin 55gt Divers 8Sgt Butler
Lt Howe Lt Rutters SSgt Garber SSgt Manovich
Lt Baucom Lt Thayer S8gt Westerman SSgt Haught

Lt Maclellan promoted to Capt and 2nd Lt Mandell promoted

to 1st Lt as of the 1l6th.
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T/Sgt Bumgardner, T/Sgt Duval
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(Above) Lt Dick Birnn,. On July 6th, 1942 on official relief from
the combat zone, he crashed to his death, from unknown causes....
thie accident happened in Brisbane,,. Dick had flown 14 missions,
been the recipient of the DFC and Silver Star and had 140 hours combat
time to his credit..... Lt Hosbach and Lt Ransom.... both yveterans
of over 100 hours combat time.... both joined the 90th in July.....
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Lt "Salvo" Williams, bombardier extroadinary..... Stan, & good,
conscientious bombardier, was on every bombing mission that the
QOﬁh made from Octobﬁr o Decembe!', 1942.-.--...;'.
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September 24-- Twelve of our planes took off at 11:25 AM

on & barge search from Sio to Alexishafen, N.G. but turned back at

Finschhafen when the-P-38¢ cover left the formation to intercept

9 enemy bombers and 12 enemy fighters in the process of bombing

Finschhafen; the crews:

PILOT

Maj Henebry
Lt Howe

Lt Pryor

Lt 'McKee

Lt |Lee

Lt Rosebush
Capt MacLellan
Capt Seeberg
Lt Jones

Lt Helbert
Lt Burgess
Lt Davis

€0 PILOT

Lt Col Coleman
Lt Thayer

Lt Nelson

Lt Howard

Lt Fox

Lt Murphy
F/0 Shoop

Lt Neumann

Lt Frey

Capt MeCubbin
Lt Rutters

Lt Gerry

GUNNER
5/5 Garber
Sgt Taylor
S/S Maroney
8/S Clark
S/S Lundgren
S/S Schwab
S/E Boggs
S/S Bowling
T/8 Sucker
£/8 Epperson
S/S Covington
S/S Divers

RADIO GUNNER

s/s
S/8
s/s
s/s
8/8
s/s
s/
s/8
Sgt
S/5
g/8
8/5

Manovich
Pecosky
Lott
Likaszak
Baumgardner
Taylor
Foxworth
Shipley
Malito
Piper
Malicki
Butler

Lt Hibblen was part of Maj Henebry's crew as Navigatog also Lt

Ransom with Lt Hows and Lt Soffer with Lt McKee,

September 25-- A barge ssarch from Rein Bay to Cape Bushing,

N.B, Our nine planes sighted no serviceable barges, but dropped 11 x

300's on an A/A position on shore near some wrecked barges at Iboke

plantation.

The gun was silenced, and just below Grass Point some

men in brown clothes were strafed while hoofing it towards cover.

In all, 3,500 x 50 Cal ammor were expended.

Capt MacLellan
Lt Helbert

Lt Baucom
Capt Seeberg
Lt Solomon

Lt Howe

Lt McKee

Lt Pryor

Lt Rosebush

F/0 Arens

Lt Pilegrim
F/0 Ruse

Lt Kean

Lt Saunders
Lt Killebraw
Lt Fox

Lt Frey

Lt Nelson

S/S Powers
S/S Kunze

T/S Sucker
£/ Shipley
S/S Divers
S/¢ Covington
S/5 MeDermott
S/8 Maroney
£/S Schwab

The creus:

s/s

8/s

8/s

T/S
s

s/s
s/8

Thompson
Stephens
Malito
Casarino
Butler
Malicki
Pecosky

S/S Lott
§/S Taber
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2nd Lts Ebeling, Spitzer, Strasburg and S/S Hammel, Moore
and Cooper were assigned to the Squaﬂron today .

September 28-- S/Sgt Norwood, our Asst Mess Sergeant
returned to the Squadron today after several weeks absence down in
Australia in a hospital, Also Sgt Eriteno was &ssigned form Gp Hq,
Eritano was the only survivor of & midair airplane crash at Charters
Towers, He had been hospitalized for several months, recovering
from burns suffered when the two B-25's crashed, He was assigned
to work in Armament.

September 27-= A very important mission--shipping in Wewak
area and Muschin, Capt Maclellan made a marvelous approach on 3000
ton tanker lying in Muschin Island and the 500 pounder dropped by
F/0 Shoop made a direct hit, causing the vessel to explode and emit
dense black smoke. Lt Rosebush as pilot of another plane and Lt
Chapin as co=pilot, and bomb dropper, laid one right into a 1500 ton
freighter, Lt Wonderly knocked down a Jﬁp float plane with his nose
guns when two such planes made the mistake of flying in front of the
formation. A man was seen to parachute from the burning enemy fighter.
Lt Rosebush got credit for a "Tony" and Lt Helbert received credit
for a probable of the same typs. A formation consisting of Lt Davis
and Lt McKee was hitand flew towards the sea losing altitude with both
engines afire, Lt Davis was feared lost, but landed at Lae, He report-
ed seeing Lt McKee's ship crash land in the water 5 miles at sea about
25 miles down from Wewak, Lt Davis copined that the crew might have
escaped from the plane, but as he was flying with his left engine knocked

out and his right rudder flapping in the breeze, he was unable to
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investigate. F/0 Ruse, Lt Davis' co-pilot, couldn't say enough

about the remarkable manner in which he brought the plane down at

Lae, Ruse played no small part in the feat, it was he who:salvoed

all but the dead engine. An explosive bullet entered Lt Lee's cock-
pit, hit his pistol, glanced off and exploded against the canopy,

When it exploded, Lt Gerry, the co-pilot was injured about the face

and arms, but his helmet saved his 1life or at least from further injury.
Lt Lee was painfully injured about the chest, arm, and rear end, If

it were not for his pistol, Lt Lee would have undoubtedly have lost

his 1ife. The pistol was blown in two and caused the bullet to glance
away from his body, That pistol is now one of Lt Lee's most treasured
possessions and neither love nor money would make him part with it.
Despite the faet that he was so painfully injured Lt Lee Made a remark-

able landing.
The following crews participated on this mission:

Capt MacLellan F/0 Shoop 8Sgt Boggs SSgt Foxworth
Lt Soffer Navigator
Lt Rosebush Lt Chapin 88gt Sucker Sgt Haught
Lt Wonderly F/0 Arens SSgt O'Conner Pfc Casillas
Lt McKee Lt Nelson Sgt Carpenter Pvt Gulli
Lt Kylius Navigator
Lt Howe Lt Killebrew Sgt Taylor SSgt Pecosky
Lt Davis F/0 Ruse SSgt Divers SSgt Cooper
Lt Lee Lt Gerry SSgt Powers Sgt Bumgardner
Lt Jones Lt Neumann 88gt Garber SSgt Manovich

SSgt Berube, group photographer, flew with Lt Rosebush.

Sgptember 28-- No further news about Lt McKee and crew, Lt
McKee had 44 missions to his credit with a total of 255 combat hours
For his part in the Bismark Sea Battle he was awarded the DFC. He had
also received the Air Medal for 25 operational missions and had been

recommended for an oak leaf cluster to the air medal, Lt Nelson was
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was recommended for the Purple Heart when he was injured on July 4

and the DFC for his gallantry on the same date, Since assigned

to the squadron on April 23 of this year, he had been on 19 missions
and flown 89 combat hours. Lt Kylius was a newcommsr to the
organization, having arrived on September 11. Both gunners were
new men too. SS8gt Carpenter came at the same time as Lt Kylius and
Pyt Gulli reported the day before the mission. This loss is an
exceedingly great one for the 90th as one of the finest crews ever
to man a B 25 was lost.

September 29-- Cabin in the Sky played at the local
ntheatre" today. An excellent show and was greatly enjoyed by
everyone. Word was received from Group that distribution would be
made on Coca Cola to the officers and enlisted mens clubs tomorrow
night,

September 30-- Coca Cola served in both clubs tonight...
Quality and quantity both rather low but after all this is New
Cuinea... Repeat on Orchestra Wives at the movie.

October 1— After a long interval of time the softball games
were resumed today with the boys from the Armament defeating the
Officers by a 7 o 8 score...Sweater Girl played at the movie tonight
only a fair show..

October 2-- Nine of our planes failed to reach barges in Cape
Bushing and Borgen Bay, New Britain and Rooke Island, because of
weather, but two unserviceable luggers were strafed by 3660 rounds of
+50 calibre and further damaged.. Lt Saunders, flying his first mission
as first pilot, was forced to return because of high fuel pressure...

Hg's softball team handed the Engeineering I team a 11 to 3 drubbing,
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October 3-- Word received today that the 3rd Group had
finally received a new Table of Organization... Soon it will be Lt
Col Henebry and Major Deniston.. Headquarters again rolled over their
opponents in the softball league this time the unlucky victims were
the boys from armsment and the score was B-3.

October 4-- Squadron had a visitor from the Inspector General's
Department today and once again the old boys are beginning to get
their hopes up for replacements. Three of our planes were ordered
out on a search for submarines in the Pacific just about 50 miles
from the home base...No submarines were sighted... The following

crews participated:

PILOT CO PILOT GUNNER RADIO GUNNER
Lt Rossbush Lt Chapin S8gt Parsons SSgt Haught
Lt Soffer Navigator
Lt Rickord F/0 Harrington SSgt Maroney TSgt Lott
Lt Adams Navigator |
Lt Saunders Lt Rutters S8gt Biskupski Pfe Casillas

Lt Bertram Navigator
October5-- Bad weather turned back a three ship armed recco
at Cape Ward Hunt. The area to be covered was Elenora Bay, Cape

Gloucester, New Britain, Rooke Island, and Cape Bushing..The crews:

PILOT C0 PILOT GUNNER RADIO GUNNER
Lt Helbert Lt Ebeling SSgt Sotelo SSgt Lott
Lt Spitzer Navigator
Lt Lee Lt Strasburg SE8gt Powers 8Sgt Baumgardner
Lt Lockhart Lt Frey &Sgt Perez SSgt Lukaszak

Ice cream was served in the mess hall today for the first time and it
was greatly appreciéted by 2ll and the quantity was sufficient to
allow for a generous portion for everyons.

October 6-- A flight of three planes pulled the same mission

as the one which fizzled yesterday. Lt Howe led the flight, and the
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mission had its humorous aspect: 50 Nips in swimming were caught with
their bare yellow bottoms headed toward the beach on the double...
Because of the suddenness with which they were spotted it was impossible
to bring the nose guns to bear on them but the woods were thoroughly

straffed.. The following crews participated on the mission:

Lt Davisr Lt Dean n= S8gt Soleto TSgt Lott

Lt Hibblen Navigator
Lt Howe Lt Pilgrim Sgt Taylor 5S8gt Cason
Lt Wonderly Lt Smith S8gt Clark SSgt Lukasszak

October 7-- SSgt Roger McNamara returned to the squadron
after an absence of about 8 months, during which time he was stationed
in Townsville and in a Heavy Bomb Outfit in Darwin, He is one of the
oldest combat crew members, not in age, but in experience, He is to
be agsigned to the Armament Section, where his knowledge of guns and
bombs will be invaluable.

October 8-- The Officers nosed out the Engineering I team in
a close softball game, score was 5-2. Rather quiet day.

6ctober 9~- SSgts Bumgardner; Nichols and SSgt Sumner and Cpl
McBee went to Mackay today for a 10 "Rest". Lt Robinson and SSgt Gos-
selin also left today for Brisbane on detached  service.

| 2nd Lts Meas and Hinsey were appointed 1St Lts.

October 10—~ Capt McGuire, 1st Lts Neuman and Jones, 2nd Lt .
Gerry and SSgts Covington, Cason Malicki, Parson and Sgt Ox Taylor
departed for Sydney today. S8gt Gresham and Sgts Guttendorf and
Sudeitn and Cpl Ferrell and Pfc Hawkins departed for Mackay rest area,
Sgts Smoot, Cook returned form Mackay. Quite a bit of traffic running
in and out of the Orderly Room, reporting IN and OUT, more headaches

for the 1lst Sgt.
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October 11— In the afte;noon Lt Walter S, Lee and Lt Rose-
ush took two P-39's Q model up for a spin., When they landed shorﬁly
before 2 PM, Lt Lee decided to go up for another try. There was
great anxiety thruout the Squadron gfter it became known that he
was urreported. Late in the evenirg, news reached us that when the
teil assembly ceme of?, & notorious defect of the Q series, Lt Lee
met his death. For gallantry in action in the Battle of the Bismarck
Sea on Mar 3/43, he was awarded the Air Medal. He had been recommended
for two Silver Stars, the Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal and the
Purple Heart, Lt Lee's lossis an irreplaceable one, for he was not
only & most eager and capable combat pilot, but one of ths most pop-
plar officers in the Squadron,

Sgt Al Farrar was put d/s to V Bomber C;mmand at our cld base,
Charters Towers, Australia, It will be for a months duration and will
give Al a chance to catch up on married life, and to see his small
daughter, who was born about 2 days after Al returned to New Guinea
on his last furlough.

The Headquarters team steamrolled over the Officers in the
sof'tball game to the tune of 10-0.

October 12-- Today is the big one--Rabaul. Expecting fierce
anti-aircraft fire and Zero interception, twelve crews took off at
7330 AM to strike the Rapopo Drome, supply dumps and personnel areas
at Rabsul, N.B, in a highly co-ordinated attack, and were they sur-
prised! Many observed no A/A or ground machine gun fire and only one
ship returned with a hole, SSgt Manovich tells of looking down and

seeing A/A guns with their canvas covers still over their barrells,
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RABUAL — at 25,000 feet.. Jamuary 1943
RABUAL—-- Hot geat of the Nips in the Southwest... together with Truk,
Kavieng and Batavia, the Nips were firmly entrenched in the Southwest
Pacific.... But Rabusl was closest to Port Moresby where the 90th operated
from,.., This base, up to January 1943, had about 35,000 soldiers, 75 bombers,
100 pursuits and 150 vessels of various sizes... Notice in this picture the

A8 2 0 dha aklas dn dtha hamshann
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of trucks and automobiles along the road, left in full view, and

what impresed him most were the vegetable and garden plots, all

well taken care of, and the sweet smell of the air, before the planes
cut locse with their guns and bombs. Sgt Paul "Mut" Malito, told the
story of seeing & dozen Jape standingon the porch of a house and look-
ing with smazemsnt at the approaching planes (it can't bappen here), and
then all of a sudden, jump from the porch and start rumning to shelter,
only %o be cut down by well placed frag bombs. Many told stories of
mechanics and other service personnel, standing around planes lined

up on the ground as if nothing was going around, they sure were caught
by surprise. Five-hundred and ninety seven (597) 23 pound, parachute
frag bombs were dropped on Fapopo, btut the smoke and dust were so
terrific that the results were nct kkoun‘until the photographs were
interpreted. Lt Burgess and Lt Helbert fired their forward firing
50's at a Sally bormber and a twin engine fighter, respectively, which
were taking off, Both were confirmed as definitly - destroyed. Two
lugrers and one, two masted schooner were strafed, all three being
damaged, Also, the buildings on Ulio Isiand were strafed. Lt
Wonderly had quite a narrow escape, While dropping 6 parz-frags and
strafing a radio stetion, a high tower loomed in front of him, S8izing
up the situation, he decided that by wveering to the right he could
keep in formation His photographs showed 'a maze of wiree on the left.
In a1l 25,400 rouds of 50 cal, and 2,300 rounds of 30 cal and S0
rounds of 20 mm éan fire were expended. Here's hoping that the next
Rabaul affair will be as "rough" as this one. The crews were dogged

tired after about 6} hours of tough flying, but not too tired to
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repeat stories over to the ground men during supper. The mess-
hallwas in a constant buzz as the tales were repeated to one or another

and there was a lot of excitement left in the air erew members as

the stories were retold . The crewsthattook part are as follows:

PILOT CO - PILOT GUNNER RADIO GUNNER
Maj Henebry Lt Murphy S/8 Garber T/S Manovich
Lt Soffer Mavigator
Capt Ellis Lt Dean 7/8 Mullenhour Sgt Casillas
Lt Wonderly Lt Smith S/S Perez T/S Lukaszak
Lt Rosebush Lt Chapin 8/8 Schwab 8/S Haought
Lt Spitzer Navigator
Lt Davis F/0 Arens S/S Powers S/S Baumgardner
Maj Good F/0 Shoop S/S Cardwell 8/8 Stephens
Lt Howe Lt Killebrew T/S Sucker T/8 Taber
Lt Adams Navigator
Lt Saunders F/0 Ruse S/€ Maroney T/S Lott
Lt Burgess F/0 Harrington S/S Boggs 8/S Foxworth
Lt Helbert F/0 Ladd S/S Kunze §/S Piper
Lt Bertram Navigator
Lt Lockhart F/0 Prince §/€ Divers S/S Cooper
Lt Rickord - Lt Fox S/8 McDermott S/S Malito

Owing to a scarcity of pilots, Major Good, CO of the 89th Squad-
ron joined us. Messrs Van Atta, Purcell, press correspondents, accom-
panied Major Henebry and Capt Ellis, respectively, toc give thir readers
an eye witness account, OSgt Gates, flew with Lt Lockhart as aerial
photographer, |

Photo interputation showed that the heavies are credited with
the shipping at Simpson Harbor:

Destroyed or damaged beyond repair:

Refrigeration vessel

1 10 to 12,000 ton tanker
2 Destroyers
5 TFreighters ( a total of about 31,000 tons)
1 Submarine
L
10

Damaged : ?
1 Destroyer
Guinea Gold is account for the days' Operation.
The softball game was postponed,
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October 13-- SSgte Bowling, Pscoskey, Westerman and 0*Connor
qeturned from furlough in Sydney. SSgt Robertson, Sgt Haskin, Sheridan
end Corp Cornell and Daniels and Manning retu}nsd from Mackay Rest Area.
The softball team made up of the Gunners beat the Eng I team by the
score of 7-0. Malito was the winning pitcher., Weather turned back
12 ships géing back to hit Rabaul agein., Lt Les's funeral was held
during the afiternoon.

October 14-- Everyone still sort of easing along after the big
strike the dey before yesterday. Headquarters was shut-out by armament
in the softball game by the score of 4-0. Hg got but one hit; a single
by 1st Sgt Simpson, and he would have received less of & razazing if he
didn't get it, Out for maintance and training, Italy declared wer on
Germany.

October 15-- A 1ittle Nip daylight activity. In the morning
35 dive bombers with about 30 Zeros went after shipping at Oro Bay and
Buna, a sed mistakefor Tojo. Results: 35 dive bombers and 20 fighters
definitly destroyed and 5 probables. A couple of the fighlers wers
accounted for by 2 P-38's near Gasmata, and 38th pilots reported no dive
bombers in sight. 'Our losses: 1 P-38 missing, 2 crash landed, & couple
shot up and a p-40 shot up by our 38's no less. It was reported that
a 5,000 tons lznding craft was damaged off Buna, Not a bad day's
cuting, Part of the activity could be witnessed from the Squadron
area, and it was followed at the same time by a radio tuned in on the
Fighter Frequency, and we not only could see what was going on, but
had a blow by blow description of the goings on, The biggest scare

came when the peashooters intercepted the dive bombers off the coast
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and forced them to jetiision their tombs, harmlessly into the sea, but

they sure made a racket. The converations of the fighter pilots were not

too formal and one pilot with a Southern drawl was stealing the show,

when it came to wisecracks.

In the evenig softball game the Officers were victorious over

Eng II, by a score of 2-1,

October 16-- A report of an enemy convoy east of Madang,

N.G., consisting of three destroyers and three freighters, sent 9

planes out led by Major Henebry. A careful search proved fruitless.

The crews:

PILOT CO PILOT GUNNER
Maj Henebry @ F/0 Prince £/S Biskupski
Lt Soffer (N)
Lt Rosebush Lt Chapin §/5 Schwab
Lt Saunders F/0 Byse 8/8 Maroney
Capt Ellis Lt Dean S/ Trites
Lt Adams (N)
Capt Pancher Lt Howard 5/5 Adams
Lt Burgess F/0 Harrington S/S Cardwell
~ Lt Howe Lt Killebrew T/S Sucker
At Wonderly Lt Smith 5/8 Westerman
Lt Rickord F/0 Shoop S/S Lundgren

RADIO GUNNER
Sgt Casillas

S/S Haught
S/S Bowling
S/S Dickenson

S/8 Foxworth
§/8 Stephens
T/S Taber

T/8 Lukaszak

8/8 Baumgardner

Armament beat the Eng I team in tonights softball game by the score

Of 9-5 .

October 17— For a change we drew a ground support mission,

Capt Ellis led 9 ships in an attack against enemy installations at

Satelberg, N.G. MNumerous buildings were destroyed by 93 x 100 pound-

ers with an 8-11 second delay fuse, 16,000 rounds of 50 cal and 800

rounds of 30 cal and B0 rounds of 20 mm cannon shells were poured into

the tagret area, The crews:
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PILOT CO-PILOT GUNNER HADIO GUNNER
Capt Ellis Lt Dean 8/S Mallemhour  S/S Bowling

Lt Soffer (N)
Lt Wonderly Lt Smith S/8 Westerman T/8 Lukaszak
Lt Rickord Lt Fox ~ S/8 Rylke §/S Rowland
Capt Howe Lt Killebrew  T/S Taber 5/8 Shipley

Lt Adams (N) .

Capt Basucom ~  F/0 Shoop 4 8/8 Lundgren S/8 Baumgardner
Capt Pancher F/0 Arens 5/S Boggs 8/8 Foxworth
Lt Lockhart Lt Pilgrim T/S Taber 8/8 Shipley

Lt Bertram (N)
Lt Saunders F/0 Ruse 8/8 Setolo 8/8 Malite
Lt Burgess F/0 Herrington. §/S Schwab Sgt Cesillas

8/S Berube, Sgt Gates and.n 8/8 Garberwent along as photographers with
L+ Wonderly, Capt Pancher and Lt Leckhart, respectively.

No softball game tomight.

October 18— The following ratings were published on the
Squadron bulletin board: Cpl's Browne, Duke, Griggs, McKinney, Cornell,
Gravley,, Joimaon, J.E., and“Wendowski appointed Sergeant, No uasioﬁ
today and all h.aa‘,béen exeeédingly quist, ' 3

. October 19-- Raid onOro Bﬁy today ifﬁieh proved very costly
for the Japs... Our fighterﬁ -h:noeksd down 468 Jap p]n"nesrnr Qﬁre and
;;rohqbly dekt;-;yed '_another 14 out of a forme of %2 raiding planes,.
One vessel was slightly dameged and two P-40 fighters were knocked
down presumably by our cwn 38 pilots but all pilots saved.

October 20-- Pvt Redic; Medical datschmnt; was tansferred to
Group Hg today. In thesquadron softball game the Bﬁgineering II team
finally made the win column by defeating the favered Headquarters
team by a score of 5-0.

October 21— More promotions todey this time in the Mediosl
' Detachment.,.The following men were poiubta'é as :_fellows: 8gt 0'Neil

appointed Staff Sergeant, 1/5 Klak appointed Sergeant, 1/5 Sigrist
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appointed Corporal and Pvt lel Ksiezyk appointed Corporal... The

Officers softball team again chalked up & win by defeating the
gunners by a score of 6-5...I% was a nip and tuck affair all the way
'through with the Officers finally scoring the winning run in the
first of the seventh...Another geing cover for Setelberg. This time
very little target existed, as the place had-been previously all but
wiped off the map, One hundred out of 118 x 100 1lb bombs hit their
mark and 14,700 rounds of .50 calibre ammunition were poured into

the target area, The following crews participated in the mission:

PILOT CO - PILOT GUNNER RADIO GUNNER

Capt Howe Major Warre TSgt Sucker SS8gt Rowland
Lt Soffer Navigator

Capt Ellis Lt Dean 58gt Mullenhour 8Sgt Bowling

Lt Saunders F/0 Ruse SSgt Maroney TSgt Lott

Lt Lockhart Lt Strasberg SS5gt Moore Sgt Casillas

Lt Baucom Lt Howard SSgt Perez SSgt Baumgardner

Lt Rickord Lt Fox S5S5gt McDermott S8gt Pecosky

Lt Wonderly Tt Thayer SSgt Westerman SS8gt Malito
Lt Spitzer Navigator

F/0 Prince F/0 Arens SSgt Stroup S8gt Cooper

Lt Murphy Lt Ebling SSgt Schwab TSgt Manovich

Capt Pencher Lt Rudders SSgt Biskupski TSgt Butler

October 22-- Major Henebry was relieved of command today as
of the 18th, Capt Ellis, Operations Officer and veteran of nearly

65 combat missions, was appointed his successor. Major Henebry has
béen with the 90th for several months and his loss will be deeply felt
but all are glad to see him advance and are again thankful that we

are so fortunate in getting another excellent Squadron Commander.
Todays softball game besides being more or less of a grudge battle
turned out to be a slugfast with Engineering II hammering out a

15-11 vicotry over Engineering I.
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October R3-- Word received today that Lt's Short and Downey
were promoted to Captain as of the 18th..Both are charter members of
the 3rd Bomb Group and came overseas with the Group in January 1942..
Headquarters once again regained their previous form and handed the
Gunners a 6-3 whipping in the local softball game,

October 24-- Mission again today..In fact two missions...

The first of which wés a search for reported destroyers between Rein
Bay and Cape Pomas, New Britain and Rapopo Airdrome, Rabaul, New
Britain, Captain Ellis led a three ship formation in quest of the
destroyers, but none were located. The crews were as followss

PILOT CO-PILOT GUNNER RADIO BUNNER
Capt Ellis Lt Dean £Sgt Mullenhour S8gt Bowling
Capt Pancher F/0 Arens S8gt Adams, H.W. SSgt Foxworth
F/0 Prince F/0 Ruse SSgt Schwab TSgt Butler

Sgt Gates Photographer
On the Rapopo deal, the mission was a success. Eight ships reached
the target (F/0 Shoop had to return due to failure of the fuel tran-
sfer), and dropped 85 x 100 pounders on the dispersal area, runways
and A/A positions, All bombs hit the mark, The photos taken showed
from ten to fifteen aireraft destroyed on the ground, mostly bombers.
In the strafing, 500 rounds of 30s and 9,855 rounds of ,50s were
all obeserved to hit in the target area..When leaving the target four
large fires were observed...The following crews followed the lead
ship, flown by Capt Howe, over the target:

PILOT CO PILOT GUNNER RADIO GUNNER
Capt Howe Lt Killebrew TSgt Sucker SSgt Rowland

Lt Spitzer navigator S8gt Shipley Photographer
Capt Baucom Lt Howard SSgt FPowers SSgt Baungardner
Lt Burgess F/0 Harrirgton SSgt Biskupski TSgt Manovich

TSgt Ingerman Photographer

Lt Lockhart Lt Chapin S8gt Divers SSgt Cagillas
Lt Bertram Nevigator
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PILOT C0 PILOT
Lt Rickord Lt Pilgram
Lt Murphy Lt Thayer
SSgt Garber Photographer
Lt Wonderly Lt Smith
Lt Adams Navigator
Lt Saunders Lt Ebeling
F/0 Shoop F/0 Ladd

Failed to reach target.

GUNNER
S8gt McDermott
SSgt 0'Conner

Sgt Westerman

SSgt Sotelo
SSgt Cardwell

RADIO GUNNER
8Sgt Pecosky
88gt Cooper

TSgt Lukaszak

TSgt Lott
SSgt Malito

The local softball gemes were postponed due to the mission....

October 25-- Lt Fox and Fray left today for the mainland to

ferry A-20-G airplanes back to the Group... Softball games agein
postponed due to weather this time..The pilots are all very happy
at the prospects of getting A-20s but that's meore than we can say
for the crew chiefs....

October £26-- Hesdquarters defeated the Engineering I soft-
fall team by a score of 5-3,.Another try for shipping in Simpson

Harbor, Rabaul, New Britain, but again the target was not reached

because of bad weather,

The fighters could not take off at Kirirvina

Island so our 9 ships turned back..The crews were as follows:

FILOT CO PILOT

Capt Ellis Lt Dean
Lt Soffer Navigator

Capt Pancher F/0 Arens

Sgt Gates Photographer

Lt Burgess F/0 Harrington
SSgt Garber Photographer
Capt Howe Lt Killebrew
Lt Spitzer Navigator
Capt Baucom F/0 Ladd
Lt Lockhart F/0 Shoop
Lt Bertram Navigator
Lt Murphy Lt Thayer
Lt Wonderly Lt Smith
Lt Adams Navigator
Lt Rickord Lt Pilgrim

GUNNER
SSgt Mullenhour

S5gt Boggs
S8gt Biskupski

TEegt Sucker

RADIO GURNER
SSgt Bowling

SSgt Foxworth
SEgt Manovich

TSgt Taber

SSgt Shipley Photographer

SSgt Imndgren
S8gt Tritz

S8gt Rylko
SSgt Clark

S58gt McDermott

Sgt Baumgardner
Sgt Casillas

TSgt Butler
TSgt Lukaszak

SS5gt Pedosky

381
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October 27-- Captain Baucom was burned while making cheese
sandwiches in the Officers club but the Docsays it is not serious
and he will be back with us in short order as good as new,.Captain
Pancher has flown 25 missions with the organization since his arrivsl
in June .. The local softball game wasagain postponed due to weather

October 28— Lt Randerson, member of the Squadron since January,
has been transferred to ACU and it locks as if the United States is
going to get another good man from the 90th,.. Headquarters handed
the Officers & 3-2 trimming in the local softball league.,.Kren
was in fine form allowing the officers but twe hits.,.

October 29th-- Today the Squadron witnessed one of the
greatest tragedies it has encountered since its arrival overseas,,.Lt
Lockhart veteran of 49 combat missions crashed on the takeoff for a
rontine compass check killing everyone aboard which included Lt Chapin,
a newcommer to the organization in September, who had flowm 10 combat
missions and Lt Soffer, an April arri%al, who had flown 38 missions.,
Fortunately there were no gunners or crew chief aboard..The exact
cause of the crash is unknown but it is believed that an engine cut
out and Lt Lockhart trimmed it up without feathering the bad engine
and then the bad engine caught and turned the plane over into a roll
and it crashed before Lt Lockhart could corresct the timing..The plkane
was fully loaded with gasoline and burned for over an hour...The exact
time for tpa crash was get by Lt Soffer's watch which had been crushed
and stopped at exactly 9:03:33 AM., Fate hands out some cruel blows
at times like these when men who have flown as many tough missions as

these boys had have to go is such a manner,.,All the bodies were recovered
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and buried at the Soputa cemetary in the afternocon,.The members of

this organization shall never forget the courageous manner in which
these boys preformed their duties....

October 30-- Three Nip destroyers had been reported in the
area between Rein Bay and Cape Pomor,New Britain, so at 7:20 A.M.
Captain E11is led a nine ship formation in quest of them, While
flying near Garove Island (in the Vitu group), 2 heavy A/A guns
opened up...Lt Murphy shouted over the radio that an engine was
shot out, and then he was seen to crash into the water. Doubtless
something more than a dead engine caused the disaster. The plane
submergzed immediately and no one survived.. Lt Thayer, co-pilot,
SSgt Schwab, gunner, and SSgt Nordstrom, radio gunner, were the
other crew members,.this was the second devastating blow in as many
days...Lt Murphy had flown 11 missions, Lt Thayer 8, SSgt Schwab 18
and SSgt Nordstrom was flying his first mission with the 20th since
his arrival only the previous day.. No destroyers were sighted but

one 35 foot barge was damaged...Crews which participated were as

follows:
PILOT CO PILOT GUNNER RADIO GUNNER
Capt Ellis Lt Dean SSgt Mullenhour SSgt Bowling

Lt Spitzer Navigator
Lt Rickord Lt Pilgrim SSgt McDermott SSgt Pecosky
Capt Howe Lt Killebrew TSgt Sucker TSgt Taber

Lt Bertam Navigator SSgt Shipley Photographer
Lt Murphy Lt Thayer SSgt Schwab 2Sgt Nodstrom
Lt Wonderly Lt Smith SSgt Clark SSgt Rowland

Lt Adams Navigator
F/0O Prince Lt Strasburg SSgt Boggs Sgt Casillas
Lt Burgess Lt Ebeling SSgt Barber TSgt Manovich
F/0 Arens F/0 Harrington SSgt Lundgren SSgt Baumgardner
F/0 Shoaop ¥/0 Ladd S&gt Cardwell 88gt Direbach 8th
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Lt Killebrew, Capt Howe's co-pilot, was injured in the right foot and
left ankle by ack-ack but the injuries were not seriocus.

October 31-— Payday in the jungles on exactly the day it is
due...something new around here,.Lt Fox and Frey returned with the
first of the A-20 Gs that any 90th men ferried up...the boys are
expecting to do great things with the new planes,..they give almost
a hondred miles per hour speed over the target and are much more
maneuverable that the B-25...the new addition has almost the same
bomb capacity as the B-25 but not the range...No softball game today
as it has rained like blazes all day...lO crews from the 500th are
filleted with us for a knockout against Rabaul and shipping in Simpson
Harbor (Rabaul).....

November l-- Crews alerted at 8 AM for the Rabaul raid but
were unable to take off all day due to bad weather...Softball game
again cancelled,..The Falcon's Brother played at the local movie and
wae enjoyed by all...News was received that the Marines have occupied
Bougainville Island...Locks bad for Rabaul....

November 2— After two dry runs and lining up on the runway
twice for a take off, the raid on shipping in Simpson Harbor, Rabaul
N.B. finally materialized with a vengeance. To say that the strike
was a howling success would be putting it mildly, The 345th Group
went in first laying a smoke screen and dropping parachute frags
on anti-aircraft positions on each side of the harbor. Then came
the 3rd Bomb Group led by Major Henebry and the 90th, and next the 38th
Group hitting the shipping, The 76 B-25 Strafers, including our nine,

were escorted by our P-38's. The 90th scored direct hits on one
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cruiser, two dsstroyers, and nine transports, the last totalling
from 47,000 to 59,000 tons. Although no sinkings are actually
claimed at this time undoubtedly most of the weesels which werse
hit were sunk or dameged beyond repair. About 30 fighters intercepted,
but 3 Zekes and 1 Tony were definitely shot down and 5 others
probably shot down, In strafing Vunskanau 3 fighters and from 4
to 5 bombers were damaged, Also ack-ack positions were strafed.
We lost one plane when Major Henebry brought his ship down on the water
off Kiriwina Island after flying all the way from Rabaul on one engine,
but the crew escaped irnjury except for S5Sgt Garber., He dislocated
his shoulder when vacating the ill-fated plane., Zeros had done
the demage. In another highlight of day, F/0 Harrington crash-landed
on two whesls, one main wheel and the nose, Just as he made his
approach, the right engine cut out, A marvelous landing limited the
damage to the plane to only the prop, the wing tip, and the vertical
stabilizer, Sixteen 1000 pounders, two 500's 1700 rounds of .50 cal,
2300 rounds of .30 cal. and 60 twenty-millimeters were expesndsd, Only
two ships, those of Lt Rickord and F/0 Ladd came back undamaged,

An account of the job done by each crew is given belows:
(1) Major Hensbry, leader of the 90th and Third Group, Lt Spitzer,
Navigator, SSgt Biskupski, Gunner, TSgt Manovich, radic gunner and
SSgt Garber, photographer.

Hit a 7 to 8% thousand ton transport in the side resulting
in a large explosion and fire, When leaving the target, fighters
intercapted and knocked cut one engine. Because the prop could

not be feathered, on the rsturn only a speed of 135 mph and a maximum
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altitude of 200 feet could be attained, Unable to get over the
trees at Kiriwina Island to land on the strip, Major Henebry set

the plane beautifully down on the water about 400 hundred yards off
shore. But all got out and PT boat picked the men up. Capt Howe
landed on the island and brought them back,

(2) Lt Rickord, pilot, Lt Pfigrim, Co-Pilot, SSgt McDermott, gunner,
and SSgt Pecosky, radio gunner,

Although the Rocket made the bust run of the day, a mal-
funetioning bomb release mechanism made it impossible to drop the .
"eggs". But McDermott got a probable fighter.

(3) Capt Ellis, flight leader, Lt Dean, Co-Pilot, SSgt Mullenhour
gunner and SSgt Bowling, radio gunner.

Dropped two 1000 pounders on 5% to 7 thousand ton transport
scoring a direct hit on the side, and then a 500 pounder on another
shlp of the same size. Both ships burned and second was observed
to explode. SSgt Mullenhour definitely shot down an intercepting
Messerschmitt, .
(4) Lt Sanunders, pilot, Lt Rutters, co-pilot, SSgt Perez, gunner
and Sgt Casillas, radic gunner, and SSgt Cardwell acting as photograper,

Hit a 1} to 2% thousand ton freighter with a 1000 pounder, and
then a destroyer with another. The freighter was on fire, and photos
showed the destroyer te be sinking by the stern. Fighters shot the
life raft loose and during the whole return trip it fluttered on the
tail causing the ship to flutter considerably. Although a hele was
cut in the side of the ship to get the raft loose, the gunners were

unable to unfasten it.
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(5) Capt Howe, flight leader, Lt Howard, co-pilot, TSgt Sucker,

gunner, TSgt Taber, radio gunner, SSgt Shipley, photegrapher,
Dropping two 1000 pounders on a 54 to 7 thousand ton
freighter, a direct hit was scored and photos showed the ship to be
in a sinking condifion, Then aTérun was made on another 3 to 4
thousand ton freighter and a 500 pounder hit the mark - the targst
then smoked heavily. TSgt Sucker got aprobable enemy fighter.
() F/0 Ladd, pilot, F/0 Shoop, co-pilot, SSgt H, W, Adams, gunner,
TSgt Butler, radio gunner.
Attacking & 7 to B: ton freighter, a 1000 pounder blew the
stern away, and then and then a 5 to 6 thousand ton freighter was
hit amidship and undoubtedly sunk, Sgt Adams, the gunner received
credit for a probable fighter,
(7) Lt Burgess, flight leader, Lt Ebeling, co-pilot, Lt Bertram,
Navigator, SSgt Lundgren, gunner and SSgt Baumgardner, radio gunner.
After attacking a destroyer from bow to stern with a thousand
pound bomb resulting in a largs explosion and fire, an engine began
to surge, The prop was feathered and then Lt Burgess dropped another
bomb on another ship while flying on one engine, The results were un-
observed. After just clearing a hill, the engine was brought back
into operation, SSgt Baumgardner did a remarkable job holding off
enemy fighters which took advantage of their plight and knocked
down one definite and one probable.
(8) F/0 Prince, pilot, Lt Strasburg, co-pilot, SSgt O'Connor, gunner,

S8gt Malicki, radio gunner.
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Dropping 2 1,000 pounders on & 7 to 8% thousand ton freighter,
a direct hit was made on the deck., The entire center apbeared to
explode and burn fiercely. SS5gt 0'Connor shot down one definite Zeke
and a probable.
(8) F/0 Barrington, pilot, F/O Arens, co-pilot, SSgt Hammel, gunner,
£5gt Malicki, radio gumner, SSgt Covington, Photographer.

When his eide was hit ack-ack, F/0 Arens dropped a bomb
(1000 pounder) among a concentration of emell harbor craft in the
northermost part of the harbor, and then he dropped another on a
cruiser. The vessel appeared to roll over on its side, severely
demaged., Then SSgt Covington, who wag at thattime manning the guns,
got a definite Zeke, It was related above how F/0 Harrington crash
landed the ship.

Here is the entire score for the strike:

Damage to Japs per Guienes Gold:

(1) 15 ships sunk, including 3 destroyers, 8 large merchant
hips, (aggregate 50,000 tons) and four small coastal vessels.

(2) 11 ships damaged, including 2 cruisers, 7 big merchant
ships (30,000 tons) and four smell coastal vessels,

(3) 67 planes shot down, 23 probables.
Our losses:
(1) plane and crew:
7 B-26s (2 from the 8th Sq and 1 from the 13th Sqg)
9 P-38s
(2) Planes alone:

4 B-25s
3 P-38s
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November 3--- Everything quiet today. Tonight the enlisted men
are having their first beer bust in several months, About 1} quarts
per man, Interest in the local softball games seems to waning with
enthusiasm for bassball growing.

November 4—— 1st Lt Bust and 2nd Lt Kellum assigned from the
gth Squadron and joined today, Lt Fust is a former member ot the 20th
and a veteran of 34 combat missions, Lt Williamson was transferred
to V Bomber Command and departed today, All quiet.

November 5-— One enlisted promotion today-Sgt Hale promoted
to 88gt as of 30th, Capt Baucom returned from the hospital after his
narrow escape while fooling with a gasoline stove in the Officers Club.

November 6-- Several new men joined the Squadron today. They
were as follows: Lts Landt, Tallon, Tilbrook, McAden, Coghill,
Briston, Maddux, and Patrylick; SSgts Bogucki, Wyrick, Wright, Larsen
and Swesney, and Sgts Singler and Harrell.

November 7-- Bight planes off to hit Boram Airdrome at Wewak,
N.G. On reaching Nedzab, however, ememy aircraft. appeared in the
vieinity, doubtless bent on bombing our airdrome there. The fighter
cover left to intercept the Nips, so the 90th returned Dobadura. Why
80 all the way to Wewak when the Nip planes wersn't there and the P-38s
could take care of them when airborne? Before reaching Nadzab, Lt

Saunders had to return because of instrument trouble, The crews:

Capt Rosebush Lt Dean SSgt Ryko TSgt Butler
Lt Spitzer Navigator

Lt Rickord Lt Pilgrim SSgt Taylor SSgt Pecosky

Lt Saunders Lt Eberling SSgt Cardwell S8gt Rowland
Sgt Gates Photographer

Lt Jones Lt Newman S8gt Clark 58gt Taber

Lt Horn Navigator
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Lt Burgess Lt Gerry SSgt Maroney TSgt Lott
F/0 Prince Lt Strasburg  SSgt Poweres Sgt Casillas
Capt Baucom Lt Howard S8gt Perez SSgt Piper

E8gt Mullenhour Photographer

November 8-- Another attempt by eight planes of our sguadron
to strike at Boram. But bad weather turned them back above Nadzab,
Instrument trouble caused F/0 Ladd to return earliarfand Lt Rust turned

back 10 minutes out due to failure to pull pins from bombs before take-

off. The men on the mission were:

Capt Rosebush Lt Dean Cpl Chapin TSgt Butler
Lt Spitzer Navigator

Lt Wonderly Lt Smith SE Westerman Sgt Casillas
Sgt Gates Photographer

Lt Jones Lt Newman SSgt Clark S5Sgt Taber
Lt Horn Kavigator

Lt Rickord Lt Pilgrim 8/8 McDermott S/5 Pecosky

Capt Baucom Lt Howard 8/S Perez S/S Piper
Lt Horn Navigator

Lt Burgess Lt Ebeling S/8 Sotelo T/S Lott
S/Sgt Orner (weather FATF)

Lt Rust Lt Kellum 8/8 Covington  8/S Malicki

Lt Landt Navigator

November 9—— More new men today, Lts Dellisante, Horn and
Macomber; SSgts Baldanza, Chiapella, Alson, Reeves and Sgt Fizzano.
TSgt Duhon was reassigned to the organization from the 11th RCD,

November 10-- Everything exceedingly quiet today. Rumors
concerning A-20s are gettiing hotter by the honr,

November 11-- Armistice Dsy-Weather kept the ships on the
ground today. We only wonder more when the Armistice we want to
celebrate will come. Soon we hope.

Novermber 12-- Capt Helbert, Capt McGuire and TSgt Berube
received orders to report to the 11th RCD today to take off for home.

Nice work, boys. Lt Bertech communications officer assigned from
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Gp Hg today to fill vacancy left by Lt Kulin's transfer to the mainland,
November 13-- At 10:00 AM nine ship formation took off to hit
Gagmata airdrome, New Britain, to photograph the vicinity and drop
propaganda leaflets, Rendevous with the P-38s was made over Kiriwina.
Thirty-three 300 pound demos were dropped on the field with 24 hitting
the mark and 37 more were dropped on and among adjacent imlands with
unobserved results.i Because of the poor visibility, not all the
photos contamplated.;ere taken, F/0 Arens' ship was hit by ack ack
fire - which knocked out his throttle and prop pitch controls on one
engine but he made it back to Kiriwina Island, feathering the engine
on landing. Lt Maddux, co-pilot sure had a hair-raising introduction

into combat., Lt Dean flew his first mission as first pilot. The crews:

PILOT CO-PILOT GUNNER RADIO GUNNER

Capt Howe Lt Tallon 8/8 Mullenhour S8SGT Bowling
Lt Spitzer Navigator

Lt Dean Lt Coghill SSgt Parsons SSgt Piper

F/0 Harrington F/0 Ruse SSgt McDermott T/S Butler

Capt Rosebush Lt McAden Cpl Chapin S55gt Haught
Lt Kraus Navigator

Lt Jones Lt Newman SSgt Maroney TSgt Lott
TSgt Sucker Photographer

F/Q Prince Lt Strasburg SSgt Rylko SSgt Stephens

Capt Baucom Lt Howard S5gt 0'Connor SSgt Malito
Lt Horn Navigator

F/0 Shoop Lt Frey Ssgt Tritz SSgt Browne

F/0 Arens Lt Maddu SSgt Taylor 8Sgt Cooper

Lt Macomber passenger

Novermber 14-- Everything quiet today-3 officers and 6 enlisted
men departed this morning for 7 days leave in Sydney. 9 Enlisted men

also left for a 10 day stay at Mackay.

November 15-- MSgt "Wheel" Hastings has f£inally rejoined the fold
aftsr a month and a half of TD in Brisbane. Sgt Hastings' tales of the big
city will rank with the best of the tall story tellers masterpiece.

Arrangements, are being made to replenish this waning liquor supply of
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and Officers club.

November 16-- A flight of nine ships left at 0705 to bomb and
strafe the track between Kelanoa Village and Lakona, N, G, Leaflets were
also dropped. Of 88 250 pound bombs, all butltwo were gseen to fall in
the area, About 19 thousand rounds of ,50 eal,, 700 30 cal,, and 30 20mm

ammo were sxpended. The crews:

PILOT CO PILOT GUNNER RADIO GUNNER

Capt Rosebush Maj Ware (FATF) Cpl Chapin SSgt Haught
Lt Spitzer Navigator

Lt Rickord Lt Tilbrook SSgt McDermott SSgt Pecosky
TSgt Butler Photographer '

F/0 Prince Lt Briston SSgt Westerman SSgt Foxworth
Sgt Gates Photographer T

Capt Baucom Lt Tallon SSgt’ Biskupski SSgt Wright
Lt Horn Navigator

Lt Dean Lt Coghill SSgt Powers SSgt Driesbach
Capt Braddock-AIF passenger

F/0 Arens Lt Hogus SSgt Divers 8Sgt Browne

Lt Jones Lt Richardson 33gt Sotelo TSgt Lott
Lt Patrylick Navigator

F/0 Harrington Lt Dellisante SSgt Parsons S/S Piper
TSgt Sucker Photographer '

L% Rust Lt Young 8Sgt Mullenhour SSgt Bowling

November 17-- Extremely bad weather turned 10 ships back at
Marilinan, embarked on a strike against shipping in Hansa Bay, N. G.

Those on the mission were:

PILOT CO PILOT GUNNER RADIO GUKNER

Capt Ellis (FL) Lt Dean SSgt Mullenhour SSgt Bowling
Lt Spitzer Bavigator

Lt Rickord Lt Frey SEgt McDermott SSgt Pecosky
Sgt Gates Photographer

Capt Rosebush (FL) Lt McAden Cpl Chapin S8gt Haught
Lt Horn Navigator Mr, Van Atta Press Correspondent

F/0 Prince Lt Dellisante SSgt Adams SSgt Malito

Capt Baucom (FL) Lt Howard SSgt Rylko S8gt Stephens
Lt Patrylick Navigator '

F/0 Harrington Lt Richardson SEgt Powers SSgt Piper

Capt Howe (FL) Lt Tallon TSgt Sucker TSgt Lott
Lt Kraus Navigator

F/0 Arens Lt Maddux SSgt Tritz SSgt Browne
SSgt Covington Photographer

Lt Jones (FL) F/0 Ruge SSgt Clark SEgt Foxworth
Lt Tiandt Navigator

Lt Rust Lt Kellum SSgt Perez Sgt Casillas
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November 18-- Bad weather again cancelled a mission. Ten ships
out to Gloucester and then to search for barges btween Borgen Bay and

Rein Bay had to turn back nean Finschafen, The crews were:

PILOT CO PILOT GUNNER RADIO GUNNER
Capt Howe Lt Tallon S55gt Shipley TSgt Lott
Lt Spitzer Navigator
F/0 Prince Lt Dellisants 8Sgt 0'Connor SSgt Malito
F/0 Harrington Lt Tilbrook SSgt Rylko SSgt Baumgardner
Capt Rosebush Lt McAden Cpl Chapin 8Sgt Haught
_ Lt Horn Navigator
F/0 Shoop Lt Hogue SSgt Hammel SSgt Malicki
SSgt Clark Photographer
Lt Dean Lt Coghill SSgt Westerman SSgt Foxworth
SS8gt Powers Fhotographer
Lt Jones Lt Frey 8Sgt Mullenhour SSgt Bowling
Lt Eraus Navigator
F/0 Arens Lt Maddux SSgt Divers SSgt Browne
SS5gt Boggs Photographer
Lt Bust Lt Kellum SSgt Kunze SSgt Piper
Lt Rickerd Lt Briston 85gt McDermott SS8gt Pecosky

November 19-- Mission - low oblique photographs of certain areas
at Cape Cloucester and search for barges between Borgen and Rein Bays,
N, B, Results-photographs taken without incident, and three luggers
attacked with a direct hit on one and damages to the other two. Also
an ack ack position was silenced, but the actual damage is unknown and
an unserviceable lugger was attacked. In all, 55 2501b bombs were dropped

and 925 rounds of .50 cal, ammo were expended. The crews:

PILOT CO0 PILOT GUNNER RADIO GUNNER

Capt Rosebush Lt McAden Cpl Chapin SBgt Haught
Lt Horn Navigator

F/0 Arens Lt Hogue SSgt Tritz 8Sgt Browne

F/0 Ladd Lt Tilbrook SSgt Parsons SSgt Piper

Capt Baucom Lt Killebrew SSgt Rylko SSgt Stephens
Lt Kraus Navigator

Lt Dean Lt Coghill SSgt Powers SSgt Baumgardner
SSgt Shipley Photographer

Lt Jones F/0 Ruse SSgt Clark 8Sgt Cooper

F/0 Harrington Lt Young SSgt Mullenhour SSgt Wright
Lt Jacobsen Navigator

Lt Rickord Lt Fox SSgt McDermott 8Sgt Pecosky
SSgt Divers Photographer

F/0 Shoop Lt Briston SSgt Boggs SSgt Malicki
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November 20-~ 10 enlisted men departed at 8:30 AM this morning
for a 10 day leave in Mackay. Leaves for the Ground Crews are coming
around much faster than previously. Bette Davis and Paul Lukas playsd
in the show tonight "Watch on the Rhine", an excellent picture greatly
enjoyed by all.

November 2l1-- Gary Cooper, Una Merkls and Phullis Brooks were
guests of the 3rd Group today, These are the first of the visiting
celebr;ties to venture to our Base and their show and presence was
greatly enjoyed by all. They were taken for an alrplane ride by men
of the 90th Squadron and very thrilled by being allowed to ride in a
combat plane, The fellows seemed to be more impressed by Gary Cooper
than the ladies--Lt Head was transferred to Gp today and Lt Macomber
assumed the duties of Sq Intelligence Officer,

November 22-- Lts Smith, Neumann, and-Wonderly-dsparted for the
11th RCD today. Three:more happy boys who ars going home knowing they
have handled a hard job well. Congratulations fellows-—-Here's hoping
your stay in the USA is a long one,

Hovember 23-- This time a ground support mission. A total of
108 hundred pounders were dropped on Boing, Bangeng, and Ngandau
Villages and the adjoining track. The object lies just west of Satel-
berg, N.B. Many huts were destroyed, leaflets wers dropped and the
ack ack, what there was of it, inaccurate. In all 19,000 rounds of .50

cal, ammo and 900 rounds of .30 cal. were expended. The crews;

PILOT CO PILOT GUNNER RADIO GUNNER

Capt Robebush Lt McAden Cpl Chapin S/S Haught
Capt Ellis Command Pilot Lt Spitzer Navigator

F/0 Ladd Lt Dellisante S/S Hammel S/S Foxworth

Lt Howard Lt Baker $/8 Rylko S/S Stephens

S/5 Powers Photographer
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November 23 craws conbinued:

PILOT 0 PILOT GUNNER RADIO GUNNER

Lt Jones F/0 Ruse Sgt Hornburger S/S McAteer
Lt Patrylick Navigator
F/0 Prince Lt Briston S/8 Adams §/S Baumgardner
F/0 Harrington Lt Young S/S Bogucki 8/S Bowling
Mr Manen, Australian War Correspondent
Lt Rickord Lt Richardson S/S Covington S5/S Malicki
Lt Kraus Navigator
Lt Dean Lt Coghill 5/8 Johnson 8/S Cooper
SSgt Shipley Photographer
F/0 Arens Lt Killebrew 8/8 Divers 8/S Browne
Lt Knight AIF
. November 24~--Capt Valusek, Engineering Officer of this Squadron

since its departure from the states in January, 1942; was transferred to
the mainland today. Lt Hibblen returned to duty from the hospital at
Oro Bay after a two month siege of typhus, 6 more enlisted men left
today to spend a 10 day leave at Mackay.,

November 25~-- Everything exceptionally quiet today. Rumors
concerning A20's are getting hotter by the minute., The organization
should be equipped with them in the next week,

November 26--- TSgt Pleasant discharged today to accept appointment
as W/0 jg in Regular Army. He has been assigned to V Bomb Command, Sgt
Pleasant hase been with the 90th for two years, Today the organization
completed 10 months continuous service in New Guinea., Many of ths men
have not left the Island since their arrival in January.

November 27--- TSgts Butler & Lott and SSgt Clark departed this
AM for the 11th RCD to await their return to the States, all having
completed over 50 missions. In May, Sgt Lott was forced to bail out
over the mountains and spent 9 days walking back to camp with the aid
of friendly natives. Six more enlisted men returned from the Rest Area
at Mackay. Plenty of tall tales circulating tonight concerning Aussie

women and liquor,
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November 28-- Mission, Capt Rosebush led a 9 ship formation in

quest of barges from Saidor to Fortification Point N. B, and a submarine
reported in the vicinity of Nambarinua, Also coast defenses and AA
positions along the coast were to be hit. Ncne of the targeta;has found,
however, but 7 twe-hundred fifty pounders were dropped on villages and
aeveral points on the way., Strafing was also carried out and an eRemy
barge, probably unserviceable, was strafed south of Saueruak Bay. A

total of 5,000 round of ,50 cal, and 150 ,30 cal. ammo were ezpended.

The crews:
PILOT CO PILOT GUNNER RADIO GUNNER
Capt Rosebush Lt McAden Cpl Chapin 8/5 Haught
S/S Powers Photographer MSgt Sweigert Passenger
F/0 Shoop Lt Briston Sgt Hanson §/S Baumgardner
F/0 Harrington Lt Tallon $/S Maroney S/S McAteer
Lt Jones Lt Maddux §/S Westerman S/S Mal icki
Lt Draus Navigator
F/0 Prince Lt Tilbrook §/S 0'Connor S/S Malito
Lt Horn Navigator
Lt Howard Lt Baker §/S Shipley S/S Baldanza
Lt Rickord Lt Rutters 8/S Fizzano Sgt Casillas
Lt Landt Navigator
F/0 Ladd F/0 Ruse 8/S Bogucki 8/S Wright
Lt Gerry Lt Folse 5/5 Taylor S/S Sweeney

November 29-- TSgt Hall, former crew chidf in this organization,
present crew ghief of "FAT CAT", transferred to Gp Hq, 5 enlisted men
departed for Rest Area At Mackay., Group Commander informed the Squadron
that it would be equipped with A-20s in the next five days.

November 30-- Pay Day in New Guinea, For the second consecutive
month, the organization has received their pay on the last day of the
month., Now if the fellows only had .some place to spend it—-SSgt
Driesbach, gunner form the 8th Sq relieved from attached today and
returned to the 8th. Preparations are bleng mede to turn over 258 to

the 13th., In return, we are to get 15 A-20s.
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December l=-- F/0s Arens, Prince and Shoop appointed 2nd Lts today
effact1v§ November 28/43. The new Lts are graduates of 421 and all veterans
of over thirty combat missions,

December 2-- Lt Psterson returnsd frem CWS in Brisbane today.
Everyone received a pleasant surprise as QM issued 4 bottle of beer per
man, First beer in months for many.

December 3-- All of the Squadron's B-25s were turned in today and
15 A-20s recsived. Must be ready for combat in 1 week if possible. Locks
1ike the boys are going to be busy. Sgts Forman, Fizzanc and Phillips
transferred to B%th Sq today.

December 4-- Word received that Lts Jones and Rickord were promoted
to Captains as of Nov. 29/&5. 2nd Lts Dean, Ebeling, Fox, Frey, Gerry,
Howard, Killebrew, Spitzer and Strasburg promoted to lst Lts on same date.
Lts Folse and Maddux, end Lt Kellum transferred to 89th and 8th Sgs
respectivley.

December 5-- 7 E.M, returned from T.D. at Mackay Rest Area. Work
coming along fine on A-20s. Pllots are really happy about the change.
They should prove to be excellent ships.

December 6=- 7 men returned from 7 days leave in Sydpey this
A.M. 13 E. M. departed for Mackay.

December 7-- SSgt Powers departed for US today. Sgt Powers
is a veteran of over 50 combat missions. 3 enlisted men returned from
7 days leave in Sydney.

December 8-- 6 Enlisted Men departed for Melbourne con the new
15-day leave arrangement. It may soon be possible for all E.M. to enjoy

a 15 day leave in Sydney or Melbourne once sach six months.
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December 9— Mission today. Led by Capt Ellis with Capt Rose-
bush and Lt Saunders as flight leaders, the 80th pulled its first mission
with A-20s. The target was the coastal track between Nasemenc River and
Wandokai Village. Twenty-five 300 pounders were dropped and 21 hit 4he
target, resulting in three columns of black smoke. Due to the malfunction-

ing of the guns, only 2B55 rounds of .50 cal. ammo wers used, The crews:

PILOT GUNNER RADIO GUNEER
Capt Ellis 8/Sgt Boggs

Lt Epitzer Navigator
Lt Prince S/S Shipley 5/5 Rowland, JW
F/0 Harrington * Sgt Casillas 8/8 Cooper
Capt Rosebush S/S Stephens

Sgt Gates Photographer
Lt Shoop 8/8 0'Connor S/S Singler
F/0 Ladd S/S Bogucki S/S Malicki
Lt Saunders S/S Perez S/S Chiapella
F/0 Ruse §/S Adams S/ Maroney
Lt McAden 8/S Johnson, DB S/S Rylko

December 10-- Capt Denniston, member of the 90th since July 15,
1941 and Squadron Adjutant sihce the outfit came overseas until he
aseumed the duties of Executive Officer in October, 1943, was trans-
ferred to Gp Hq today tﬁ assume the duties of Gp Adjutant. Due tc the
change over to A-20s, 9@ officers and 10 enlisted men were transferred
to the 43rd and 90th Bomb Groups.

December 11-- Having finished over 50 Coﬁbat missions, Capts
Jones and Rickord received their much deserved orders to return to the
States. Lt Hibblen returned from the heospital where he had been confihed
for typhus.

December 12-— Ewerything quiet today. Several of the men recently

transferred returned today to give everyone the lowdown on heavies,
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December 13-- Twelve ships hit Kwato and:Aiysu viliages and the
road between thém up in the Ramu valley, Because the villages sit in a
deep and narrow valley with a steeply rising mountain at the end, it was
impossible to hit Aiyau at minimum altitude, Seventeen 250 pounders and
twenty 300 pounders were dropped scoring 32 hits and 9650 rounds of .50

cal, and fifty rounds of 20mm ammo were expended. Those on the Mission:

“PILOT GUNNER RADIO GUNNER
Capt Ellis S/S Mullenhour S/S Malito

Lt Prince S/S Shipley S/S Rowland, JW
F/0 Ruse S/¢ Adams Sgt Hornburger
Lt Saunders 8/8 Cardwell S/8 Lundgren
Lt McAden S/S Kunze S/S Piper

Lt Gerry S/S McDermott Sgt Harrell, J.E.
Capt Resebush S/ Haught S/S Stephens
F/0 Ladd S/S Parsons 8/8 Pecosky

Lt Frey S/8 Perez S/8 Westerman
Capt Baucom S/S Boggs 8/8 Foxworth
Lt Strasburg S/S Garber Sgt Gates

Lt Fox 8/8 Taylor S/S Johnson, DB

December 14-- Presaging the US Army's landing, Amalut Plantation
on Merkus Point, near Arawe, New Britain was struck twice today. Heavies
and mediums hit the objective during the day. During the two missionms,
72 x 250s and B x 300s were dropped, Seventy-six hit the mark, 21665
rounds of .50 cal. ammo were expended in the strafing, Clouds of black
smoke were observed after the second run, and it is opinioned that:very
1little was left at the plantation.

First Mission:

PILOT GUNNER RADIO GUNNER
Capt Rosebush 8/8 Haught 5/5S Stephens
F/0 Ladd S/S Parsons 8/8 Harrell
Lt Frey $/S Chiapella S/8 Westerman
Lt Saunders §/8 Cardwell S/8 Lundgren
Lt McAden §/S Wright 8/8 Piper
Lt Fox 3/S Taylor 8/S Johnson, DB
Capt Baucom 5/8 Boggs 8/5 Foxworth
F/0 Ruse 8/8 Mullenhour S/8 Malito
Lt Tellon S/S Baumgardner, R Sgt Gates Photographer
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First Mission Contimed:

PILOT GUNNER RADIO GUNNER
Lt Prince 8/ Shipley S/5 Rowland, JW
Lt Killebrew S/S Reeves Sgt Turek
Lt Dellisante Sgt Singler S/S McAteer
Second Mission:

PILOT GUNNER RADIC CUNNER
Capt Rosebush §/S Haught S/S Stephens
F/0 Ledd S/S Parsons Sgt Harrell
Lt Frey S/5 Chiapella 8/5 Westerman
Lt Saunders S/8 Cardwell §/S Lundgren
Lt McAden S/S Wright 8/S Piper
Lt Fox S/S Mullenhour §/S Malito
Capt Baucom S/S Boggs $/S Foxworth
F/0 Ruse 5/S Adams 8/ 0'Connor
Lt Tallon 8/8 Baumgardner S/S Sykes
Lt Prince 8/S Shipley 8/8 Rowland, JW
Lt Killebrew S/S Reeves Sgt Turek
Lt Dellisante Sgt Singler S/S McAteer

December 15-- Several of the officers returned from Sydney today
with many tales on the art of love making the Australian way, Sgt Hansford,
an MP, joined the organization to serve as a gunner, Pfcs Martin Cerril
joined the Medical Detachment today,

December 16-- Capt Pancher, former member of the 90th, was re=
assigned to the Squadron today. S/Sgt Gleen, Ordnance, promoted to T/Sgt.

December 17-- Word received that Lt Burgess, DS on ferrying job,
was admitted to the hospital in Townsville. Everything running smoothly
here today.

Decembsr 18-- Twelve planes dropped 42 x 250 pounders (all Hits)
on the Walingai Village up in the Ramm and expended 12950 rounds of .50
cal, ammo, Capt Ellis led the Squadron. The ares was left filled with

eraters but results in general were uncbserved. The crews:

PILOT GUNNER RADIO GUNNER
Capt Ellis 8/5 Malito S/8 Mullenhour
Lt Dean S/S Taylor S/S Johnson, DB
Lt Dellisante §/8 0'Connor Sgt Singler
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December 18th crews continueds

Lt Saunders S/5 Sotelo 8/S Cardwell
Lt Killebrew Sgt Hornburger 5/S Adams
Lt Tallon S/€ Garber 8/S Bogucki
Capt Rosebush S/S Baumgardner S/S Harrell
F/0 Ladd S/8 Parsons 8/S Pecosky
Lt Frey 5/S Perez S/S Chiapella
Capt Baucom S/8 Kunze 8/S Piper
Lt Strasburg S/S Stephens

Sgt Gates Photographer
Lt Fox 5/S Smith, E.E, Sgt Hanson

December 19-~ The crews were on readiness until 1300 PM, at
which time & call came through rushing them to the iine. Twenty minutes
before take-off the mission was announced and at 2:45 PM 12 ships were
off to bomb and strafe the track sast of Singul River and the west bank
of the Pulir River up in the Arawe, New Britain area, A total of 39 x 250

pounders were dropped on the target and 9,400 rounds of ,50 cal, ammo were

expended. The crews were: :

PILOT GUNNER RADIO GUNNER
Capt Ellis 8/5 Mullenhour S/8 Malito
Lt Dean S/8 Taylor Sgt Turek
Lt Fox 8/S Hammel 8/S Smith
Lt Saunders S/S Boguecki S/S Garber
F/0 Ruse Sgt Hornburger S/S Harrell
Lt Gerry 8/S McDermott S/S Reeves
Capt Rosebush S/S Haught Sgt Chapin
Lt Arens S/8 Baumgardner S/S Sykes
Lt McAden S/8 Wright S/S Kunze
Capt Baucom S/5 Boggs

: Sgt Gates Photographer
Lt Dellisante §/8 McAteer Sgt Singler
Lt Baker S/S Rowland T/S Sucker

December 20-- The third mission in thres days--for possible gun
positions in Aisega village area between Arawe and Caps Gloucester, New
Britain, All of the 41 x 250 pounders hit in the target area resulting
in one gun definitley destroyed and one probably destroyed. The whole
village was heavily damaged, four huts being left afire. 16,200 rounds

of .50 cal, and 100 x 20mm ammo were espended. ZThe crews:
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PILOT
Capt Ellis
Lt Dean

Lt Frey

Capt Rosebush
F/0 Ladd

Lt McAden
Capt Baucom
Lt Strasburg
Lt Baker

Lt Saunders
Lt Arensg

Lt Killebrew

GUNNER

/S Mullenhour

8/S Johnson, DB
Sgt Gates Photographer

Sgt Hanson

S/8 Haught

S/S Parsons

S/S Piper

S/S Baumgardner

S/S 0'Connor

T/S Sucker

S/S Garber

8/8 Perez

S/S Adams

407

RADIO GUNNER
S/8 Malito

S/S Biskupeki
Sgt Chapin
S/S Moore

8/S Kunze

S/8 Sykes

S/S Harrell
S/S Smith

S/8 Bogucki
S/S Westerman

December 21-- Another target in the Cape Gloucester area—-

two coded areas and & coastal track,

Capt Ellis led the 12 ship

formation which dropped 42 250 pounders and expended 15,000 rounds

of .50 cal., ammo and 75 rounds of 20mm. Forty of the bombs landed in

the target area resulting in craters and fires but the results were

unobserved, Ths €érews:

PILOT
Capt Fllis
Lt Arens
F/0 Ruse
Capt Rosebush
F/0 Ladd
Lt Tallon
Lt Col Gunn
Lt Fox
Lt Frey
Lt Saunders
Lt Gerry
Lt Dellisante

GUNNER
S/S Boggs
S/8 Perez
/8 Adams
§/S Haught
S/S Parsons
S/S Bovington

~ S/S Baumgardner

S/S Harrell
S/8 Kunze
T/8-Sucker
S78 Stephens
S/8 Taylor

RADIO GUNNER
S/S Foxworth
S/S Chiapella
S/S Tritz
Sgt Chapin
S/S Pecosky
Sgt Gates (photo)
S/S Sykes
Sgt Hanson
S/S Piper
S/S Rowland
S/S Reeves
Sgt Turek

December 27-- Two missions today-- the Nips in ravines north of

Hubika village, New Guinea and two coded targets at Borgen Bay, New

Britain, The first mission toock off at 8:15 AM and 12 ships dropped 90

x 100 pounders and expended 15640 rounds of .50 cal, ammo. Much dust and

smoke resulted but the results could not be determined, Twelve planes
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again led by Capt Ellis left in the early afternocon to hit Borgen

Bay. A medium gun emplacement was silenced but the other results

were uncbserved.

all but 8 striking the target.

and 32 rounds of 20mm were used, The crews were:

First Missionsg
Pilot

Caph Ellis
Lt Dean

Lt Baker
Capt Rosebush
F/0 Ladd

Lt McAden

Lt Arens

Lt Gerry

Lt Killebrew
Lt Saunders
Lt Strasburg
Lt Dellisante

Second Missions

Capt Ellis
Li Dean
Capt Rosebush

F/G Ladd
Lt McAden
Lt Arens

F/0 Ruse

Lt Killebrew
Lt Saunders
Lt Strasburg
Lt Dellisante

Gunner

S/S Mullenhour
S/S Taylor

S/S Westerman
Sgt Chapin

S/S Pecosky
S/S Harrell
8/8 Boggs

S/8 McDermott
S/S Baumgardner
S/8 Cardwell
T/S Sucker

8/8 Harrell

S/8 Mullenhour
S/S Taylor
Sgt Chapin

Mr, Van Atta (War Correspondent)

S/Sgt Pecosky
S/S Harrell
5/S Westerman

Capt Martin (Passenger)

S/S Adams

S/S Baumgardner
S/S Cardwell
T/S Sucker

S/S Hammel

December 23---- Corp Thomas appointed Sgt today,

82 x 100 pounders and 4 x 250 pounders were dropped,

In strafing, 17000 rounds of .50 cal.

Radio Gunner

8/8 Melito
S/S Johnson
S/S Chiapella
S/S Haught
S/S Moore

5/5 Wright
S/85 Foxworth
S/S Stephens
Sgt Boucher
S/S Lundgren
8/8 Smith

S/S Biskupski

/S Malito
S/ Johnson

S/S Moore
S/S Wright

S/S Horaburger
Sgt Boucher
8/S Lundgren
/S Smith

8/S Biskupski

Twelve planeg led

by Capt Ellis at 0740 to strike a barge hideout and unloading area

south of Sioy, New Guinea,

The natural cover was so thick that the

results were largely unobserved, but two barges were known to be
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destroyed and twec damaged,

All but one of the 84 x 100 pounders hit

the target area and 21,050 rounds of ammunition were sxpended, Those

on the mission weres
Pilot
Capt Ellis

Lt Dean

L+t Baker

Lt Frey

Lt McAden
Capt Baucom
Lt Strasburg
Lt Fox

Lt Arens

Maj Gerrity
Lt Dellisante

Gunner

§/8 Malito
Sgt Gates
S/S Taylor
T/S Sucker
8/S Malicki
S/S Kunze
S/5 Boggs
5/5 Cardwell
S/S Hanson
S/S Westerman
8/S Reeves
8/S Parsons

Radioc Gunner

Photographer

Sgt Turek
5/S Rowland
5/8 Bogucki
S/S Piper
S/S Boggs
S/8 Sotelo
S/8 Hammel
S/S Chiapella
S/S Stephens
S/S Moore

December 24----Tuwo strikes today, both on the southwest coast of New

Britain, The first, a coded target in ths Cape Gloucester area, was

hit at 1015 to 1035 by twelve planes and 88 of the 92 X 100 pound

bombs hit the target, 719675 rounds of ,50 cal., ammo were expended,

Three huts set afire and a barge was strafed,

Pilot

Capt Ellis
Lt McAden
F/0 Ruse

Capt Rosebush
Lt Frey

Lt Fox

Capt Baucom
Lt Strasburg
Lt Gerry

Lt Saunders
Lt Dellisante
Lt Baker

Gunner

S/S Garber

$/8 Kunze

$/8 Taylor

§/S Baumgardner
5/5 Westerman
S/S Hanson

5/ Boggs

S/S Rowland
5/S Reeves

Cpl Kren (passenger)

S/8 Lundgren
§/S Parsons
S/S Covington

The crews:

Radio (unner

/8 Malito
8/S Wright
Sgt Turek
S/S Harrell
S/S Chiapella
S/S Biskupski
S/S Foxworth
S/ Smith
8/S Stephens

/8 Sotelo
S/8 Mocre
/5 Malicki

The second mission consisting of 6 ships left at 1630 to seek

barges up the Ridi River and to hit Saurch Village, New Britain. No

409
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barges were seen, but 22 x 250 pounders resulting in 21 hits were
dropped in the village, Huts were destroyed and a dock was straffed.

9250 rounds of ammo were expended. The crewss

Pilot Gunner Radio Gunner
Capt Ellis $/S Hanson S/8 Biskupski
Lt Arens 8/S Westerman S/8 Chiapella
Capt Pancher S/S Hanson 8/8 Stephens
Capt Rosebush S/S Kunze 5/S Wright
Lt Fox 8/8 Covington S/S Malicki
Lt Baker 8/8 Taylor Sgt Turek

December 25----Corp Hawkins, airplane mechanic, assigned to 8th
Fighter Squadron. Judging from the number of missions lately run
in the Cape Gloucester area, it would seem that big things are
forthcoming, Today there were two strikes in the southwestern part
of New Britain, 9 ships led by Capt Ellis struck a coded target
at Cape Gloucester and a neighboring track, A sum of 68 x 100
pounders were dropped, 63 falling in the target area, and 14565
rounds of ammo were expended, Many huts were left burning and

damaged, The crewss

Pilot Gunner Radio Gunner
Capt Ellis S/8 Hammel 8/8 Biskupski
Lt Dean 8/S Taylor S/S Johnson
Lt Ruse 8/8 Covington S/8 Bogucki
Capt Baucom §/8 Parsons 8/8 Moore
Lt Strasburg §/S Cardwell S/S Lundgren
Lt Gerry S/3 Reeves Sgt Gates
(Photographer)
Lt Arens 8/S Westerman S/S Chiapella
Lt Dellisante S/S 0'Connor Sgt Singler
Capt Pancher 8/S Rowland 8/S Malito

Later from 1415 to 1435, Capt Rosebush led nine airplanes in a sirike

along the east bank of the Puli River freom its mouth to Didmop, New
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Britain, Three villages were attacked and smoke was observed in

one of them, All of the 54 x 100 pounders hit the mark and about
15,000 rounds of .50 cal, ammo were expended; in the strafing,
Dacember 26—-—-Today is the big one--a landing at Cape Gloucester,
Col, Henebry led eight of our ships in a strike against the Nips on
Target Ridge, Fires were started but other results were unobserwved,
Thirty 250s were dropped with R7 hitting the mark and 12400 rounds
of ammo were expended, Much of our shipping was in the area and

the sky was filled with airplanes, The crewss

Pilot Gunner Radio Gunner

Lt Col Henebry S/8 Lungren
Maj Gilmore and Capt Blake (passengers)
Lt Arens S/8 Johnson S/S Taylor, HS,
Lt Harrington S/S Stephens
Capt Kennedy (passenger)
Capt Ellis §/8 Covington S/S Malicki
Lt Strasburg S/S Rowland Sgt Gates
(Photographer)
Lt Frey S/8 Parsons S/S Moore
Capt Rosebush S/S Chapin S/S Haught
Capt Baucom S/8 0'Connor Mr Lee Van Atta
(War Corr)

December R7----Sgt Burns transferred to Group Headquarters today.
Reports have the landing at Cape Gloucester going nicely, Capt
Rosebugh took nine planes to hit a clearing on the east bank of the
Puli River and the edge of Dedmop Village, New Eritain, The target
was attacked from 1515 to 1545 and 31 x 500 pounders were dropped,
all on the target. In strafing 16350 rounds of .50 caliber ammo
were expended. The results were unobserved, Those on the mission

weres:
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Pilot Gunner Radio Gunner
Capt Rosebush S/8 Chapin §/8 Haught
Lt Gerry §/8 Hornburger 8/S Stephens
Lt Dellisante 8/S Covington S/8 Bogucki
Lt Arens 5/ Sotelo S/8 Cardwell
Lt McAden 8/8 Taylor Sgt Turek
Lt Ruse 8/8 Parsons 8/8 Moore
Capt Baucom S/S McAteer 8/S 0'Connor
Lt Baker 8/8 Rowland S/8 Shipley
Lt Frey 8/S Westerman §/S Chiapella

December 28--——Although 9 ships took off at 0755 to strike a coastal

track at Cape Gloucester, only 8 reached the target. For reasons

beyond his control, a late take-off prevented Capt Pancher from .
catching the formation led by Capt Ellis, A1l of the 28 x 250s

dropped hit the target and 12,250 rounds of ammo were expended,

Three machine gun emplacements were silenced, but other results

were unobserved, The crewss

Pilot Gunner Radio Gunner
Capt Ellis S/8 Cardwell /8 Lundgren
Lt Fox S/S Hammel 8/S Hanson
Lt Dellisante 5/8 0'Connor 8/8 McAteer
Capt Rosebush 8/8 Chapin 8/5 Harrell
Lt Harrington $/8 Covington /S Malicki
Lt Frey 8/S Westerman 8/S Chiapella .
Capt Baucom 8/8 Taylor §/S Johnson
Lt Strasburg §/8 Stephens 8/8 Garber
Capt Pancher 8/8 Hornburger S/8 Tritsz

December 29--—Lts Dean and Patrylick and T/Sgt Vaillancourt left
today for the mainland to ferry aircraft and pick up supplementary
rations,

December 30—-—-After a day's respite, another Cape Gloucester strike
—troop concentrations, Results - smoke and flying debris. All of

the 72 x 100 pound bombs dropped hit the mark and 14,300 rounds of
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Squadron, The crews:
Pilot

Capt Ellis

Lt Fox

Lt Dellisante
Capt Resebush
Lt Harrington
Lt Frey

Capt Baucom
Lt Strasburg
Capt Pancher

ammunition were expended in strafing,

Gunner

S/S Cardwell
S/S Hammel
S/S 0!'Connor
S/S Chapin
8/8 Covington
S/S Westerman
S/S Taylor
S/8 Stephens
S/S Hornburger

413

Col Hensbry again led the

Radio Gunner

8/S Lundgren
$/S Hanson
S/8 McAteer
5/S Harrell
S/S Malicki
S/8 Chiapella
$/8 Johnson
S/8 Garber
8/S Trits

December 31-——-Today troops in the Borgen Bay, New Britain area,

Ten ships led by Capt Ellis hit the target dropping 66 x 100 pounders

and 4 x 250s, All of the bombs except 2 x 1008 hit the mark and

15,200 rounds of ammo were expended, Results were unobserved,

The crewss:
Pilot
Capt Ellis

Capt Pancher
Lt McAden
Capt Baucom
Lt Burgess

Lt Harrington
Lt Arens

Lt Fox

Maj Gerrity
Lt Ruse

Gunner
S/S Garber

S/8 0'Connor
S/8 Kunze

8/8 Boggs

S/S Rowland
S/S Franklin
S/S Cardwell
S/S Biskupski
S/S Reeves

S/8 Hornburger

Radio Gunner

Lt Spitzer

(Navigator)

S/S McAteer
8/8 Rylko
5/S Harrell
Sgt Turek
5/S Casillas
S/8 Sotelo
Sgt Hanson
Sgt Boucher
5/S Trits

Janmuary 1, 1944--—~A new year but the same old targets. Two

missions were run - one in the morning and one in the afternococn,

At 0700, Capt Ellis took 8 planes to bomb and strafe troop

concentration.in the Cape Gloucester area,

but 54 x 100 pounders and 4 x 250s were dropped on the target.

Results were unobserved
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15,750 rounds of .50 cal. ammo and 24 rounds of 20mm ammo were

used in the strafing.

Pilot

Capt Ellis
Lt Shoop

Lt Gerry
Capt Baucom
Lt Strasburg
Lt Baker

Lt Burgess
Lt Tallon

The Crews:

Cunner

S/8 Garber
8/8 0'Connor
Sgt Boucher
S/S Lundgren
§/S Hornburger
S/S Kunze

Pfc Hansford
8/S Franklin

Radio Gunner

8/S Sykes
Sgt Singler
S/8 Stephens
8/8 Sotelo
Sgt Tritz
S/8 Rylko
8/S Rowland
S/S Cooper

In the afternoon, 9 ships again led by Capt Ellis went on a

barge hunt from Wald Bay to Saidor and to bomb and strafe Saidor,

New Guinea, Two barges were damaged but other results were unobserved.

52 x 100 pounders and 3 x 250 pounders all hit the target and

15,725 rounds of ,50 caliber ammo and 81 rounds of 20mm ammo were

expendsd, The crewss:

Pilot
Capt Ellis

Lt McAden
Capt Pancher
Capt Baucom
Lt Howard

Lt Harrington
Lt Prince

Lt Dellisante
Lt Frey

Gunner
S/S Garber

S/S Kunzé

8/S Lundgren
5/S Boggs

S/8 Hammel

S/S Franklin
8/8 Maroney
8/S Hornburger
8/S Reeves

Radio Gunner

Lt Spitzer
(Favigator)
8/8 Wright
5/8 Cardwell
S/S Foxworth
Sgt Hanson
8/8 Cooper
Pfc Hansford
Sgt Tritz
Sgt Boucher

Lts Jacobson and Landt were transferred to the 43rd Bomb Group

today. Both are bombardiers and have been with the organization

since November.

Jamuary 2----Today a ground support mission for troops landing at
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Saidor, New Guinea, We sent 13 ships, an all time A-20 record
for us, led by Capt Ellis, All of the 45 bombs - 500 pounders
hit the target and 19,250 rounds of ,50 cal, and 52 rounds of

20mm ammo were expended, Again results were uncbserved. Those

on the missions

Pilot Gunner Radio Gunner
Capt Ellis 8/8 Garber Lt Spitgzer
(Navigator)
Lt McAden S/S Kunze S/8 Wright
Lt Shoop Sgt Singler 8/S McAteer
Capt Baucom Sgt Campbell 5/8 Foxworth
Lt Baker 8/8 Shipley 5/8 Smith
Lt Strasburg 5/8 Cardwell 5/8 Lundgren
Lt Burgess S/S Covington Sgt Gates
(Photographer)
Lt Ruse §/S Hornburger 8/8 Tritz
Lt Fox 5/8 Biskupski S/ Hammel
Lt Arens 8/S Parsons S/8 Moore
Lt Gerry 5/S Reeves Sgt Boucher
Lt Tallon 8/S Franklin 8/S Casillas

January 3=---Lt Mount was assigned today. He is to act as Ass't
Intelligence Officer, Pfc Glick joined organization from 8th
Fighter Squadron.

January 4e---_Lts Mead and Mandell departed for 7 day leave in
Sydney today. All exceedingly quiet for a changs.

January S-=-~-1 Officer and 6 Enlisted Men departed for 7 day leave
in Sydney,

January 6----Lt Macomber appointed lst Lt, as of January 2nd
today. 11 R departed for Rest Leave of 10 days at Mackay today,
Sgt Carothers appointed S/Sgt as of January 1st today,

January 7----M/Sgt Tucker returned to duty foday from Brisbane,

Sgt Tucker had spent the last 34 months on TD at Bagle Farms,

415
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416
9 Enlisted Men returned from Rest Leave at Mackay.

January 8----W/0 Caruzzi returned from leave today with the news
that he is now a married man, 22 Enlisted Men and 2 Officers
departed for Nadzab today to start & camp area, Rumor has it that
we will move very soon.

January 9--——-7 Enlisted Men of the organization departed today for
the United States, namely, M/Sgt Hastings, T/Sgts Duhon, Stone,
Thomas and Glerm and S/Sgts Hill and Carothers, All are veterans
of over 23 months of foreign service, and are the first ground
personnel to be relieved,

January 10--—Twelve ships struck troop concentrations at Hill 660,
Cape Gloucester, 54 x 250 pounders were dropped, all striking the
mark and 18;390 rounds of ,50 caliber ammo and 84 rounds of 20mm
ammo were expended in the strafing att§ck. Because of heavy

jungle growth, results were uncbserved. The crews:

Pilot Gunner Radic Gunner

Capt Ellis S/S Boggs T/8 Campbell
(FATF)

Lt Dean 8/8 Taylor Sgt Boucher

Lt Baker S/S Shipley S/S Smith

Capt Rosebush 5/S8 Chapin 8/5 Haught

Lt Shoop 8/8 0'Connor Capt Martin
(Observer)

Lt Ladd 5/S Maroney S/S Divers

Capt Howe S/S Perez S/8 Biskupski

Lt Fox §/8 Franklin Sgt Lincoln

Lt Coghill S/8 Cardwell $/S Lundgren

Lt Burgess S/S Covington §/8 Bogucki

Lt Ruse S/S Adams Sgt Tritz

Lt Richardson S/ McDermott S/S Sotelo

January 11----T/Sgt Sucker and S/Sgts Baumgardner and Malito,

gunners, received orders and departed today for the US. All have
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Plane cracked up by Lt MacLellan

Capt Johnson
M/Sgt Caruzai
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over 50 combat missions,

Hospital in Brisbane,

418

Lt Davis returned to duty from the

January 12----A twelve ship formation led by Capt Ellis bombed

and strafed enemy stores at Warai Village, Fifty one 250 pounders

were dropped scoring 51 hits and 11500 rounds of .50 calibsr and

132 rounds of 20mm ammo were expended in sp;afing. Hsavy jungle

growth prevented observation of the results,

Pilot
Capt Ellis
Lt Prince

Lt Strasburg
Capt Rosebush
Lt Ladd

Lt Harrington
Lt Burgess

Lt Howard

Lt Gerry

Lt Arens

Lt Tallon

Lt Killebrew

Gunner
5/S Sykes
§/8 Shipley

$/S Boggs

$/S Chapin
S/8 Maroney
§/S Franklin
§/S Covington
S/S Hammel
S/S MdDermott
8/8 Perez
8/8 Stroup
$/S Adams

The crews:

Radio Gunner

Lt Mount

(Intell Off)

Sgt Gates

(Photographer)

8/8 Foxworth
T/S Haught

S/8 Moore

S/S Casillas
§/S Bogucki
Sgt Hanson
8/8 Botelo
S/S Biskupski
Sgt Boucher
S/S Hornburger

Jamary 18----Although twelve ships took off, only ten reached the

target, troops at Didmop Village, New Britain, as two had to

return because of ws;ther. Forty 250 pounders were dropped all

scoring hits and 12570 rounds of .50 caliber ammo were expended.

Regults were again unobserved, The crews:

Pilot

Capt Ellis
Lt Dean

Lt Frey

Capt Rosebush
Lt Shoop

Lt Harrington

Gunner

8/8 Garber

$/8 Taylor

S/8 Wright

S/S Chapin

8/8 0'Connor

Sgt Harrel (Photo)

Radio Gunner

Lt Spitzer (Navigator)

S/S Piper

S/S Haught
5/S MecAteer
8/8 Boucher
S/8 Bogucki
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Lt Burgess
Lt Dellisante
Lt Richardson
Lt Arens

Lt Fox

Lt Rutters

January 14----A11 quiet,

"I Doocd It",

8/8 Covington
S/S Shipley
$/S McDermott
8/5 Perez

S/8 Stephens
8/S Maroney

Excellent show tonight,

$/S Casillas
S/S Smith
8/S Sotelo
S/8 Biskupski
S/S Rylko
8/8 Moore

Red Skelton inm

January 15----10 Enlisted Men departed for 10 day leave at Mackay

Rest Area, S/Sgt Latta rejoined organization after being sick in

Australia for the past four months,

Jamuary 16-—--At 1025 Capt Ellis tock & 13 ship formation off to

hit targets mumber 2 and number 3 of the Bogadjim Road, New Guinea,

Lt McAden was foresd to return before reaching the target because

of mechanical trouble and a fuel shortage caused Lt Killebrew to

land at Nadzab,

the target resulting in flying dirt and debris,

Forty-six 250 pounders were dropped and 43 hit

Strafing consumed

15350 rounds of .50 caliber ammo and 145 rounds of 20mm shells,

The crewss

Pilot
Capt Ellis
Lt Prince

Lt McAden
Capt Baucom
Lt Ladd

Lt Davis

Lt Burgess
Lt Baker

Lt Coghill
Lt Arens

Lt Tallon
Lt Eillebrew

Gunner

T/S Mallenhour

S/5 McDermott

S/S Franklin
S/S Maroney
S/8 Stroup
S/S Rylko
8/8 Covington
8/S Divers
S/S Kunze

S/S Chiapella
S/S Johnson
S/S Adams

Radio Gunner

Lt Spitzer

(Navigator)

Lt Macomber
(Intell OFF)
S/8 Lundgren
8/8 Harrell
S/S Moore
5/5 McAteer
8/5 Bogucki
$/8 Bammel
8/S Piper
Cpl Hansford
Sgt Boucher
§/5 Hornburger

419
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January 17-—-Lts Tallon, Stewart and Dellisante promoted to 1st
Lt as of Jamuary 11th.

Jamuary 18-—-Lts Mead and Mandell returned from leave at Sydney
today, Lts Strasburg and Dellisante and Sgts Nichols and Pearson
left today to ferry aircraft from the mainland,

January 19----Lt Patrylick and 24 Enlisted Men loaded all of the
gsquadrons! heavy eguipment aboard a Liberty ship today to move

it to Kadzab.

January 20-—--Today targets of opportunity in the vicinity of
Crocodile Point, Didmop, Rim Bay, Cape Rault, Kokopo, Borgen Bay,
Itne River and Cape Bushing, New Britain, Capt Ellis again led
the squadron, but only 11 of the 12 planes reached the target as
Lt Tallon was forced to return because of mechanical trouble -
his fuel system was not functioning properly. A total of 8
plantations and villages were bombed and strafed; it was raining
over the targets, however, and the results could not be observed.
Fifty-four 250 pounders were dropped and 48 of them hit the
objectives, A total of 16600 rounds of .50 caliber ammo were

expended, Those participating in the mission:

Pilot Gunner Radio Gunner

Capt Ellis T/S Mullenhour Lt Spitzer
(Navigator)

Lt Davis S/S Divers

Lt Prince Sgt Turek

Capt Baucom S/8 Marcney

Lt Baker 8/S Sykes

Lt Harrington S/8 Cooper

Lt Burgess 5/8 Malicki

Lt Killebrew S/8 Chiapella

Lt Rutters S/8 Parsons
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Lt Dean S/S Johnson
Lt Richardson 8/S Reeves
Lt Tallon 8/8 Kunze

Jamuary 21----5/Sgt Rowland, veteran of over 50 missions, holder
of DFC and Air Medal, returned to the States today. 8/Sgt Hale,
Ordinance, appointed T/Sgt and 8/Sgt Moore appointed 8/Sgt today,
Lt Hinsey returned from Nadzab today with tales of a strafing
attack on the area at Nadzab,

January 22--—Today fifteen of the A-20s were exchanged for
A-20G's, turret jobs, The pilots tock the old ones to Moresby
and fiew the new ones back, but Lt Pilgrim was forced to return
to Moresby after an oil line broke causing an engine to quit while
coming through the pass - a narrow squesze. The boys don't think
mich of the new ships ~ the turrets and additional fuel capacity
increase the weight so much as to slow the planes down and cut
down the maneuverability,

January 23----Lts Bertsch, Arens and Robinson departed for Sydney
today., 14 Enlisted Men (Armorers) attached from the 312th Bomb
Gp to gain experience in combat armament.,

January 24-——-Sgts Ashcroft, Shuell and Frizzle departed by boat
for a 15 day leavs in Melbcurns today. "Reunion in France" played
at the movies and was enjoyed by all,

Jenuary 25-—~Pvt Rowlinson, 3rd Airdrome Squadron, assigned to
the squadron, today to serve as an armorer, Move to Nadzab

seems to be materializing rapidly.

January R26----T/Sgt Gatewcod and S/Sgt Boggs returned to the States.
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Sgt Gatewood was an original member of the 3rd Bomb Gp and flew
through the Philippine campaign, Sgt Boggs was the youngest
gunner agsigned to the organization,

January 27-—-Pvis Icl, Snyder, and Cordell, Ordinance, transferred
to 22nd Bomb Group, Lt Gerry returned from ferrying aircraft.
Instructions for move come in thick and fast.

Jarmiary 28-——Everything quiet. Probably the 1ull before the
storm of moving,

Jamary 29-—0ff at 8325 AM to strike troop concentrations between
two parallel ridges and & wireless station at Cape Bushing, New
Britain, Twelve planes took part and dropped 48 x 5008, All of
the bombs hit the target area, only much dust and flying debris
was observed., A total of 18,400 rounds of ,50 caliber

ammnition was expended, The crews:

Pilot Gunner Radio Gunner

Capt Ellis S/8 Chiapella Lt Spitzer
(Navigator)

Lt Shoop 8gt Singler
Lt Harrington S/S Cooper
Capt Baucom 8/S Maroney
Lt Prince Sgt Turek
Lt Baker S5/S Sykes
Lt Burgess 8/8 Hansford S/8 Parsons
Lt Davis S/S Divers
Lt Howard S/S Stroup
Lt Dean S/S Johnson T/S Mullenhour
Lt Ruse S/S Adams 5/S Malicki
Lt Gerry S/S Reeves

January 30----Sgt cock appointed S/Sgt, Corp Warfe promoted to
Sgt, Pvis Jackson and Rhoades appointed Pvis lcl, Final

ingtructions to move to Nadzab on February 2nd received today.
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L%t Ccl Henebry, the Group CO, led the Squadron on a

January &1

raid against a ship in Alexishafen Harbor, New Guinea, but the ship
was never located, However, the secondary target was targets of
opportunity between Alexishafen and Uligam Harbor. Three A/A
positions were silenced and huts in villages and plantations were

damaged, Thirty-nine 500 pounders, three 250s and 17,200 rounds

of ammo did the damage, The crewss
Pilot Gunner Radio Gunner

Lt Col Hensbry 5/S Divers Lt Hibblen
(Navigator)

Lt Ladd §/S Parsons

Lt Harrington S/S Cooper Sgt Gates
(Photo)

Capt Ellis T/S Mullenhour

Lt Dellisante /5 Chiapella

Lt Strasburg S/8 Sykes

Capt Baucom §/S Maroney

Lt Prince Sgt Turek

Lt Baker S/S Adams

Lt Burgess 5/8 Malicki

Lt Shoop Sgt Singler

Lt Richardson S/5 Reeves

February 1----Lts Gerry and Dellisante with S/Sgts Beals and
Greene and Corp Howard and 5 men from the Group as passengers are
reported missing enroute to Port Moresby. All passengers were
leave personnel and much concern is felt regarding their safety.

February 2--—-Target - Amela Mission and village, New Guinea, The

Squadron, 12 planes, was led by Capt Baucom.

The plantation was

wiped out and the village badly damaged.

0f the 63 x 500

pounders dropped, 58 fell in the target area and only one of the

5 x 2502 dropped missed. The crewss
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Pilot
Capt Baucom

Lt Strasburg
Lt Killebrew

Lt Harrington
Lt Ladd

Lt Baker

Lt Burgess

Lt Ruse

Lt Frey
Lt Dean
Lt Rutters
Lt Fox

Gunner
S/S Maroney

8/S Sykes
§/8 Stroup

Cpl Hansford
8/S Parsons
T/S Mullenhour
S/S Malicki
8/ Adams

S/S Divers
S/S Johnson
Sgt Turek
§/S Chiapella

L2l
Radio Gunner

Lt Spitzer
(Fov)

Sgt Gates
(Photo)

8/8 Cooper

Sgt Singler
Lt Macomber

(Intell Off)

§/S Reeves
Sgt Boucher

February 3-——=Move started today with the Air Echelon moving

first. Bad weather turned the Squadron back from a strike against

Nokopo, Gumbaion and Tarpen Villages, New Guinea,

Pilot

Lt Burgess
Lt Strasburg
Lt Rutters

Lt Ladd

Lt Richardson
Lt Pilgrim
Lt Barrington
Lt Fox

Lt Frey

Gunner

Lt Spitzer
§/8 Lundgren
S/8 Shipley

5/S Biskupski
S/S McAteer
8/8 Garber
S/S Chapin
S/S Bogucki
8/8 Chiapella

The crews:

Radio Gunner

8/8 Cardwell
Sgt Gates
(Photo)

February 4----Ground Echelon moved today with only a skeleton

erew left behind to guard the camp area,

Lt Col Henebry led

eleven planes to hit a barge building yard and installations at

Marisnberg, New Guinea,

Forty-two 500 pounders, 33 x 300 pounders

and 17950 rounds of ammo badly damaged a shipway, demolished a

sawvmill and destroyed the majority of buildings,

Marienberg and Suek villages were strafed.

In addition,

Those on the missiong
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Pilot Gunner Radioc Gunner
Lt Col Henebry 8/ Covington I(.t Spitzer
Nav
Lt Ladd 8/8 Pecosky
Lt Prince 5/8 Smith Sgt Tritz
Capt Baucom §/8 Foxworth
Lt Richardson §/S Franklin
Lt Strasburg 8/5 Sykes
Capt Ellis T/S Mullenhour
Lt Baker S/S Adams
Lt Dean 8/8 Sotelo
Lt Rutters Cpl Hanaford
Lt Killebrew S/S Stephens Sgt Harrell

February S--—No word received from Groups plane as yet so all
aboard mist be considered lost. Ten gunners transferred to 312th
Bomb Group today. BEight gunners transferred in from 380th Bomb
Group. Three pilots transferred from same group,

February 6=—--A barge hunt to Muachu Island, New Guinea led by
Capt Ellis, The mission proved to be a costly one as four of the
12 planes were lost, but all hands safe, Capt Ellis bad an engine
shot out and on landing at Saidor, skidded on the wet field into
a ditch, Capt Baucom who followed him in, did the same thus
wiping out two planes. Lt Richardson becams separated from Capt
Baucom in the evercast, got lost and when the gas was low set his
ghip down in a swamp near Mt Hagen, The plane burned, but only a
few scratches was suffered by "Ritch" and his gunner, S/Sgt
Cardwell, Until the news of their safety reached us late in the
evening, they were given up as logt. Lt Ruse hit the mast of a
2000 ton transport ripping off an engine cowling andths bomb bay
doors making it necessary to cross the airplane off but he

returned safely. Pretty lucky. Lt Howard made a landing at

L25
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Finschafen but returned later,

426

His hydraulic system was shot out,

And here is what was done to the Nips: 1 lugger sunk, 3 luggers

damaged, two explosions on 2000 ton transport, B barges damaged,

6 more probably damaged and fires in buildings and stores,

The crews:
Pilot
Capt Ellis

Lt Ruse

Lt Shoop

Capt Baucom
Lt Howard

Lt Richardson
Lt Dean

Lt Coghill
Lt Fox

Lt Prince

Lt Pilgrim
Lt Frey

Gunner
T/8 Mullenhour

8/S Adams
S/8 Casillas
S/S Maroney
§/8 Hammel
S/S Cardwell
S/S Johnson
S/S Wright
§/S Stephens
8/S Shipley

Sgt Boucher
Cpl Hansford

Radio Gunner

Lt Hibblen
(Nav)

S/S Garber
Sgt Gatea
(Photo)

February 7----Lts Baker, Coghill, Pi]_.grin, Hibblen and Rutters

appointed 1st Lts as of Jamuary 30th, Capt Rosebush returned from

Sydney today to assume the duties of Operations Officer again,

February 8----Sgt Sullivan transferred to Group Headquarters today.

The men groasned and moaned through & very poor movie tonight,

Laurel and Hardy in "Jitterbug".

February 9-——W/0 Caruzzi appointed Chief Warrant Officer as of the

2nd and Capt Ellis promoted to Major as of January 3ist,

February 10-——--Lt Burgess promoted to Capt as of January 31st,

Camp area is progressing rapidly and should soon be one of the

nicest areas on the island,

February 11--—-Major Ellis, CO, was transferred to Gp today to
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assume the duties of Ass't Gp Operations Officer, Capt Rosebush
succeeds Major Ellis as Sguadron CO, Major Ellis is a veteran of
over 70 combat missions and has been a member of this organization
since October 1943,

February 12----A strike against Darapap and Karaw Villages; New
Guinea, Capt Rosebush led our 12 planes but only 11 reached the
target as a broken rudder trim tab turned Lt Shoop back, Both
villages were severely damaged by 60 x 500s, 12 x 300s and 18,000

rounds of amminition. Also a fuel dump was set on fire,

The crewss
Pilot Gunner Radio Gunner
Capt Rosebush 8/S Chapin Lt Hibblen
(Nav)
Lt Ladd 8/8 Moore
Lt Shoop Sgt Singler
Capt Baucom S/S Biskupski
Lt Baker 8/S Divers
Lt McAden S/S Kunze
Lt Dean S/8 Taylor
Lt Coghill S/S Stephens 8/S Covington
Lt Rutters S/S Perez
Lt Prince /8 Shipley Sgt Harrell
Lt Tallon §/S Franklin
Lt Xillebrew S/8 Reeves

February 13-——-Today the 3rd Group gave the Nips plenty of trouble,
The 13th and 90th hit Tadji Airdrome from 1110 to 1118, the 90th
striking first, Unfortunately for the 13thy this Squadron left
nothing intget for them to destroy. Our 372 x 23 parachute frags,
30 x 3008 and 2 x 500s and 17;000 rounds of ammo destroyed two
fighters and 4 bombers on the ground, damaging two fighters and

four bombers, A lugger was sunk and a fire was started on a 1500
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to 2000 ton freighter. Lt Col Henebry, who led the group, strafed

6 Nips in a rowboat, Thick smoke, dust and debris prevented

observation of additional damage.

Pilot
Lt Col Henebry
Lt Prince

Lt Harrington
Maj Ellis

Lt Dean

Lt Mchden
Capt Rosebush
Lt Ladd

Lt Shoop
Capt Baucom
Lt Strasburg
Lt Baker

Cunner
S/S Ross
8/8 Shipley

S/8 Casillas
T/S Mullenhour
/8 Sotelo
S/ McDermott
T/S Haught
S/S Pecosky
S/S 0'Connor
8/8 Foxworth
S/S Perez

Sgt Boucher

The crews:

Radio Gunner
Lt Spitzer
(mﬁ
S/S Gates
(Photo)

Sgt Harrell

8/8 Divers

February 14——--The Dagua Airdrome at Wewak, New Guinea for all the

5rd Gp today, Our nine ship formation led by Capt Rosebush struck

from 1135 to 1140, dropping 62 one hundred pounders, 24 x 300

pounders, all in the target area and expended 14,000 rounds of

amminition, 90th Results: Whole north dispersal area burning,

2 bombers (serviceability queatiomb]:p) destroyed on the ground,

gas dump on fire, A/A position strafed. The observation of further

damage was prevented by smoke, dust and flying debris, But all

agreed that the day was successful,

Pilot
Capt Rosebush
Lt McAden
Lt Harrington
Capt Baucom

Lt Howard

Gunner
Cpl Hansford
S/S Piper
S/S Casillas
8/S8 Maroney

Sgt Singler

The crews:

Radio Gunner

Pfc Boucher

(Gp Hq Photo)

S/S Adams
Lt Patrylick
(Nav)
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Lt Rutters S/8 Parsons

Lt Prince S/S Garber S/S Gates
(Photo)

Lt Fox 8/8 Reeves

Lt Frey 8/8 Chiapella

February 15--—-For the first time the 80th pulled a raid on
Kavieng shipping and considering our losses, the results were none
too gratifying, for the shipping reported in the harbor was not
there, Major Ellis led the squadron with the 8th, 13th and 89th
following, Here is what the 90th did: destroyed § luggers,
started fires in the sf-ores_ area, Adeat;oryred building and silenced
a machine gun position, Forty-five 500 pounders (21 hits) and 4 x
500 pounders (2 hits) were dropped and 15325 rounds of ammo were
expended, Lt McAden's radio and turret were out, so he had to turn
back at Cape Gloucester, Because his ship was not serviced, Lt
Ruse tock off late and never found the formationm. However, he
worked over the A/A positions at Garove Island, Here is the damage
done to our ships: Lt Ledd's hy«_:lrja.nlic.syltam wag shot out, his
rudder cables severed but not his nerve, He made an excellent
crash landing despite the fact that a bomb was still hanging on
the right wing rack, Maj Ellis’ ship was well gone over and he had
to land at Finschafen on one engine. The ship of Lt Shoop had a
hole in the tail s?c_:tiog large enough to crawl through, His

controls were out but he made it back neverthelesss The crewss

Pilot Gunner Radic Gunner
Major Ellis 8/8 Sykes lé.t Spitzer
Hav
Lt Prince 8/S Garber Cpl Newcomb
(Photo)
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Lt Harrington $/S Franklin
Capt Baucom 8/S Biskupski
Lt Strasburg S/S Hammel S/S Covington
Lt Killebrew Sgt Boucher
Capt Rosebush T/S Haught
Lt Shoop §/5 0'Conner §/8 Taylor
Lt Ladd 8/8 Moore
Lt Dean 8/S Stephens Sgt Harrell
Lt McAden S/S Wright
Lt Ruse S/8 Peres

February 16-———4 dry run - Capt Baucom led a 9 ship formation to
press an attack on a 7 ship convoy west of New Hanover Island; but
the fighters never showed up, So they were ordered to return,
February 17=---S5till another dry run, but this time it was ths
weather. Capt Rosebush and eight other ships left at 1510 to sesk
a 4 ship convoy in the Isle Harbor, New Hanover Island, A heavy
front running north and south just east of Cape Gloucester was
inpenetrable,

February 18-——--5 Mechanics transferred to 89th Squadron today,
Remaining transportation arrived today. Corp Brandt trfd te
10018t QM Boat Company, Pvt Leach assigned from the same
organization,

February 19----Lt Dean for the first time led the Squadron
striking, 9 ships in quest of an B ship convoy off Cape Boligila,
New Ireland, The 13th led the strike and choose not to try to

get through the weather over New Ireland to the spot where the
convoy was reported., The fighters spotted a burning transport

and iwo corvettes burning 1 mile west of Baudissin Isle., The

13th made an ineffective pass on one of them but it took the 90th

to do the work ~ both corvettes are claimed by us. Lt Pilgrim
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laid four 500 pounders on one of the corveties, and not even a

spec was left on the water.

scored direct hits,

nev A-20 Group accompanying us, weres:

Pilot
Lt Dean

Lt Col Owens

Lt Killebrew

Lt Harrington
Lt Ruse

Lt Pilgrim

Lt Ladd

Lt Frey
Lt Fox

Gunner

§/8 Johnson, DB

5/S McDermott
S/S Reeves
S/S Franklin
§/S Adams

S/8 Randolph

Cpl Hansford

S/S Piper
S/S Divers

Twenty-four out of the 50 x 500s

The crews, including Lt Col Owens of the

Radio Gunner

Lt Hibblen
(Nav)
Sgt Harrell

S/S Covington
Sgt Gates
(Photo)

Cpl Newcomb
(Photo)

Sgt Boucher

February 20----Lt Lindsay, Oatley and Prochoroff assigned from the

States. All are pilots.

February 2l=---Target for today primary - shipping at Hansa Bay;

secondary, Karkar Island. No shipping was found at Hansa Bay; so

the boys hit Karkar Island.

Capt Rosebush led the eight ship

formation but only six reached the target as mechinical trouble

turned back Lt Rutters and Lt Tallon,
destroyed or damaged by 32 x 500s and 2 x 250's,

consumed 11,170 rounds of ammo.

Pilot
Capt Rosebush
Lt Tallon
Lt Howard
Lt Coghill

Lt Strasburg

Gunner
/S Chapin
5/S Casillas
S/S McDermott
/S Adams

8/S Parsons

The crews:

Quite a few buildings were

Strafing

Radio Gunner
Lt Spitzer

Sgt Harrell
(Photo)
S/S Malicki
(Photo)
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Lt Prince S/8 Shipley S/S Gates
(Photo)

Lt Shoop Sgt Singler Cpl Newcomb
(Photo)

Lt Rutters §/S Kunze S/S Covington
(Photo)

February 22-——Lt Shoop left on a courier mission taking him to
Nadzab, Moresby, Milne Bay, Finschafen, Fusap and return, When he
got back, he had a large supply of ;ir mail envelopes, something
as scarce &s hen's teeth these days. Sgt Murphy went along as
engineer, S/Sgt W.W. Carpenter was admitted to the 3rd Fld Hosp
today with typhus, His condition is considered very serious. Sgt
Boucher and Singler appointed S/Sgt, Corp Hansford appointed Sgt as
of Feb 16th,

February 235----For the first time we hit Burui airdrome, & new
strip about 40 miles south of Wewak, N.G. As the field amounted
to little more than & kunai patech, the boys were not sure that
they had hit the right place until the pictures were developed.
Capt Rosebush led the squadron - eight ships in all, But only
seven reached the target as Lt McAden's turret wasn't funetioning
properly due to the fact that his generator was out, Thirty-six
500's (35 hits) and 1 x 250 were dropped and 8500 rounds of ammo
were expended. No airplanes were seen, but the results were:

huts and buildings damaged and one parrot shot down. Those on the

missions

Pilot Gunner Navigator
Capt Rosebush S/S Chapin
Lt Rutters §/S Garber Sgt Harrell

(Photo)
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Capt Burgess 8/S Perez 8/S Gates

‘ (Photo)
Lt Garlick . 8/8 Sotelo
Lt McAden 8/S Sykes S/S Shipley

& (Photo)
Lt Rupert S/8 Kunze 8/S Covington

; (Photo)

Lt Coghill 8/8 0'Connor
Capt Baucom 5/S Adams Lt Hibblen

February 24-—--In conjunqtion_wi'.th f.ha 89th, eight 90th planes

led by Capt Baucom hit But airdrome. We ue;xt in firat_-and apparently
the Nips used up all of their ammo on the 90th for the 89th

wasn't shot up a bit to speak of, Four of our planes were hit and
three of them were turned over to the service squadron leaving us
with only 9 airplanes, fl'hia :I.a ‘b!l_e damage the 47 x 500 pounders

dids 2 bombers destroyed, 6 bombers and 4 fighters (serviceability
questionable) strafed, A/! positions bombed, fires started in

gtore area, 8 to 10 barges strafed with several damaged,:

The crewss:
Pilot Gunner Navigator
Capt Baucom S/8 Biskupski Lt Spitszer
Lt Prince 8/S Hansford S/S Gates
54 (Photo)
Lt Howard 8/8 Singler
Lt Dean S/S Covington 8/8 Moore
2 2 " (Photo)
Lt Fox $/S Casillas
Lt McAden §/5 Malicki 8/8 Divers
(Phota)
Lt Strasburg 8/8 Wright
Lt Killebrew 8/S Boucher

Pebruary 25----5/Sgts Shuler and Dick, Sgts Degollado and Seller
assigned today, All are gunners, Squadron released after 4
miggions in as many days,
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February 26--—Enlisted promotions came through today, T/Sgt
Carpenter appointed M/Sgt, Sgt Pearson appointed S/Sgt, Corps
Fleming, LaClair and Radlean to Sgt, Pfc Hoffman aptd Corp and
Pvt Rowlinson aptd Pvt lcl, effective Feb 26th,

February 27th----2nd Lts Duval and Short, pilots assigned to
organization, Pvts Crawford and Leach aptd Pvt lcl.

February 28--—-Capt Rosebush led seven ships in a strike against
target 21-B at Hanga Bay, New Guinea, A total of 42 x 500
pounders were dropped resulting in two fires, smoke and flying
debris, Target 21D, Laing Island and Potsdam Plantation were
strafed but no observations as to the damage could be made, In
all, 9600 rounds of .50 caliber and 1400 rounds of .30 cal. were
expended, For the first time the lower .30's were put into action

and the results were most satisfactory. The crewss

Pilot Gunner Navigator
Capt Rosebush §/S Chapin Sgt Hansford
(Photo)
Lt Ruse /8 Sotelo S/S Gates
(Photo)
Lt Pilgrim 8/8 0'Connor Sgt Harrell
(Photo)
Capt Burgess T/S Mullenhour S/S Sykes
Lt Trzaskowski S/S Adams S/S Hammel
Lt Harrington S/S Moore S/8 Perez
‘ (Photo)
Lt Prochoroff 8/8 Piper §/8 Kunze

February 28--—11 Enlisted Men departed for 10 days leave in Mackay,
the first ground personnel to go on leave since squadron's arrival
at Nadzab,

February 29--—All quiet today. Weather prevented flying.
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March 1----Sgts Callahan and Jessen, both gunners, assigned today,
Camp arca is fast becoming one of the best ever occupied by ths
5rd Bomb Gp and probably the best on the Island. Lt McAden
transfered to Gp Hq as Ass't Operations Officer today.

March 2=---5/8gt Bedard and Sgte Bartholomew, Bell, Bisdoff and
Domis assigned today, all gunners., The First Calvary Division
made a landing at Loa Negros Island of the Admiralty Group and
the 3rd Group was there to back them up, Eight 90th planes led
by Capt Rosebush hit the enemy troops at 18505 expending 10,300
rounds of .50 cal, ammo and 1400 rounds of ,30 cal, Only much

dust and flying debris could be obaerved. The crews:

Pilot Gunner Lower Gunner

Capt Rosebush T/S Mullenhour Les Van Atta
(Yank War Corves)

Lt Rutters 8/8 Casilias 8/8 Piper
Capt Baucom 8/8 Shipley Lt Spitzer (Nav)
Lt Ruse 8/8 Divers §/5 Adams
Lt Shoop 5/8 0'Connor
Capt Pancher 8/8 Kunze §/S Wright
Lt Howard S/S Biskupski 8/8 Covington
Maj Nennemann S/S Malicki 5/8 Gates (Photo)

March 3--—-All quiet today, Rumors about the 3rd Bomb Gp
hitting Hollandia are getting stronger.

March 4---<Lt Davis having completed the required number of
missions and time has receiwved orders to return to the States.
Again the 90th went to Los Negros Island in support of the
landing, This time six ships led by Capt Baucom, Thirty-
twe 500's, all hits were dropped and 9000 rounds of ,50 cal

and 1500 rounds of ,30 cal. ammo wers expended. Several huts
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were destroyed by our crews which consisted of

Pilot Gunner Lower Gunner
Capt Baucom 8/S McDermott Lt Hibblen (Navigator)
Lt Killebrew Sgt Jessen S/S Divers
Lt Oatley 5/8 Wright $/8 Kunze
Lt Dean S/S Biskupski S/8 Taylor
Lt Coghill §/S Casillas §/S Parsons
Lt Tallon S/S Shipley 5/8 Gates (Photo)

March 5----Lt Ruse appointed 1st Lt as of the 1st. Los Negros
again but cur striking power increased to eight ships led by
Capt Rosebush, Bad weather prevented the flight from reaching

the target. The crews:

Pilot Gunner Lower Gunner
Capt Rosebush T/S Haught
Lt Baker S/8 Franklin S/S Casillas
Lt Rutters 8/S Moore Sgt Jessen
Maj Ellis T/S Mullenhour Lt Spitzer (Navigator)
Capt Pancher §/S Stephens 8/8 Boucher
Lt Garlick S/S Divers S/S Hammel
Lt Prince S/S Shipley Sgt Harrell (Photo)
Lt Lindsay $/S 0'Connor S/S Gates (Photo)

March B----Sgt Frizzle, one of the more fortunate ground crew
members, returned from a 15 day leave in Sydney¥

March 7---~Capt Baucom, member of the 90th since June 1943 and
Operations Officer since February, transferred to the 13th to
become Squadron Commander, Capt Baucom has completed over 60
missions while with the 90th.

March B-—--As the early hour of 7330 AM, Lt Baker with 5/8
Wright and Piper as gunners left to locate a missing PT boat
crew located in Hansa Bay but the crew was not found, At noon

twelve ships led by Lt Dean took off to give dumps and
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parsonnel areas south of the Dagua strip at Wewak, NG, a good

going over but bad weather prevented the formation from getting

closer than 5 miles to the target,

Pilot

Lt Dean

Lt Ruse

Lt Coghill
Lt Prince
Lt Killebrew

Lt Trzaskowski

Lt Richardson
Lt Howard

Lt Harrington
Capt Pancher
Lt Tallon

Lt Rupert

Gunner

T/S Mullenhour

S/S Adams
S/S Malicki
S/S Bogucki
$/S Hammel
S/8 Moore
S/S Pecosky
S/S 0'Connor
/8 Franklin
8/8 Stephens
S/S Chapin
S/8 Perez

The crews consisted ofs

Lower Gunnar

S/S Biskupski

S/S Divers

Sgt Harrell (Photo)
S/S Gates

S/3 Chiapella

Sgt Jessen

S/8 Parsons

S/5 Casillas
Sgt Boucher

Sgt Hansford
S/5 McDermott

March 9~---Lt Saunders promoted tc Captain as of the 2nd. Pvt

Zipay and Cpl Horton, ground personnel, assigned today,

March 10---=Weather prevented air operations today and every-

thing quiet,

March 11=---=Lt Patrylick returned to duty after a siege of malaria

while on leave in Sydney.

March 12-—--Capt Rosebush led a 12 ship formation on & mission

to bomb and strafe the south dispersal area of the Boram strip,

Wewak, The strike proved to be a costly one as we lost four

airplanes and ocne crew, Lt Garlick, S/Sgt Adems and Sgt Newcomb

of Group, photographer,

Thirty two 500's, 28 of which fell in

the target area and 5700 rounds of ammo started fires but the

actual damage done could not be observed.

Capt Rosebush and L%

Ladd, the latter on one engine, wera forced to land at Gusap,

Their Wingmen, Lt Rutters, Lt Short, Lt Trzaskowskl and Lt
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Garlick contimued with Lt Rutters leading., The indication was
that Lt Garlick was having trouble. When the four planes cams out
of an overcast, Lt Garlick was not with them. Not being able to
see the Markham Valley, they became lost and ended up on the other
side of New Guinea above Port Moresby. About that time, gas was
running low and Lt Short and Lt Trzaskowski crash landed in the
water offshore, Lt Rutters who became separated from the other

two, crash landed elsewhere. The crews:

Pilot Gunner Lower Gunner
Capt Rosebush S/S Chapin Lee Van Atta
(Yank War Corres)
Lt Rutters S/S Moore
Lt Short S/8 Franklin
Lt Ladd S/S Parsons S/8 Pecosky
Lt Trzaskowski S/S Cardwell
Lt Garlick S/S Adams Sgt Newcomb (Photo)
Lt Shoop S/8 0'Connor S/S Gates (Photo)
Lt Baker S/8 McDermott S/S Perez
Capt Pancher 8/5 Boucher
Lt Killebrew 5/8 Kunze
Lt Tallon §/8 Chiapella S/8 Harrell
Lt Rupert S/S Wright

March 13--—Word received that missing crews are safe, Today
Brandi Plantation near Wewak is target. Eight ships led by Lt
Dean participated in the strike which resulted in one large
warehouse damaged and several huts destroyed. Thirty three
500'a, all in the target area, were dropped and 7200 rounds of

ammo were expended. The crews:

Pilot Gunner Lower Gunner
Lt Dean T/S Mullenhour Lt Hibblen (Navigator)
Lt Richardson Sgt Bell
Lt Baker Sgt Bordeaux 8/8 Malicki
Lt Prince 8/S Callahan S/S Gates (Photo)
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Capt Pancher Sgt Domis

Lt Tallon S/S Wright

Lt Killebrew Sgt Degollado S/8 Reeves
Lt Prochoroff Sgt Bisdorf

March 14----Lt Bertsch, Communications Officer for the past six
months, having been hospitalized while on leave, reld from
assignment and writes that he is being returned to the USA.

March 15=—--Lt Bell assigned from the 13th to releive Lt

Bertsch as Communications Officer, T/Sgt Hall, veteran member

of the original 3rd Bomb Gp assigned to Gp Hq., At the float plane
base Haisiru Island, an eight ship formation dropping 53 x 250's
and expending 10,700 rounds of ammc started an oil fire and
destroyed several houses., The float plane ramp was also damaged.

For the first time, Lt Prince led the Squadron. The crews:

Pilot Gunner Photographer
Lt Prince S/S Chiapella Lt Patrylick (Navigator)
Lt Richardson Sgt Bell S/S Resves
Lt Lindsay 8/8 Perez
Lt Harrington S/S Biskupski S/S Gates (Photo)
Lt Coghill S/8 McDermott
Lt Catley Sgt Bartholomew Sgt Singler
Lt Killebrew 8/8 Sotelo Sgt Harrell
Lt Rupert S/S Piper

March 16----Lt Bell assigned from 13th today to act as 8q,
Communications Officer, T/Sgt Hall, 90th member since Savannah,
crew chief on "Fat Cat", transferred to Gp Hg, Pvt McQuade
assigned from V Bomber Command.

March 17-—-3/8gt Covington, Garber, Shipley and Taylor, aerial
gunners, all having completed their required missions; received

orders to return to USA, Hope given up on Lt Garlick and S/Sgt
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Adams and officially listed as "Missing in Action". Capt
Rosebush led nine ships on a strike against "targets 37 C, 35 B
and 34 B" on Cape Moem, Fifty 5008, all hits and 8500 rounds of
«50 cal. ammo started fires and much smoke and debris was scen
over all the targets, The crewss

Pilot Gunner Photographer
Capt Rosebush S/8 Sotelo Lt Patrylick (Nav)
Lt Tallon S/8 Foxworth
Lt Coghill S/S McDermott 5/S Reeves
Lt Prince Sgt Callahan S/ Gates (Photo)
Capt Pancher Sgt Domis .
Lt Duval S/8 Singler
Lt Richardson S/S Biskupski
Lt Ruse 8/S Hansford
Lt Prochoroff Sgt Zeller Sgt Bisderf

March 18----Capt Rosebush, Sq CO, appointed major as of the 14th
today, S/Sgt Green was returnmed from the hospital at Gloucester
to the 2nd Station Hosp. Sgt Green 90th 4th typhus case,

March 19—-—Two missions today -~ the personnel area on Cape
Moem (Wewak) in the morning and shipping 50 miles northwest of
Wewak in the afternoon. Our eight ships led by Maj Rosebush
dropped 47 x 500 pound bombs on the Cape and expended 9850 rounds .
of ammo, Five fires were started. The crews on the first

mission consisted of the following:

Pilot Gunner Photographer
Ma jor Rosesbush S/8 Chiapella Lt Patrylick (Nav)
Lt Short Sgt Domis
Lt Strasburg T/S Mullenhour
Lt Frey S/8 0'Connor S/S Gates (Photo)
Maj Ellis S/8 Johnson, DB
Lt Pilgrim S/8 Malicki Sgt Harrell (Photo)
Lt Richardson S/S Bogueki Sgt Hansford
Lt Fox S/8 McdDermott
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The afternoon mission was led by Maj Ellis from Group. On

rriving at the target, airpleanes were all over the place and
the B-25s had already sunk a transport and slightly damaged
another, This second transport, a 3500 to 4000 ton ship, was
sunk by the 90th - out of 10 x 5008 dropped, @ hit the ship.
Other squadrons sunk two gun boats bringing the total ships up
to four, Lucky for the Nips, only four ships were there,
March 20===-Sgt Gillmer, a June lister, sent to V Bomber Repl
Center to remain until his return to the USA,

March 21—--Everything quiet today.

March 22----Mzj Rossbush took a flight of eight ships to strike
the stores area on the north tip of Cape Wom (Wewsk), Thirty-
four 5008 hit the target starting firee but the results were
generally unobserved due to the shert run over the heavy growth

of tress. 8500 rounds of ammo were expended, The crews:

Pilot Gunner Photographer
Major Rosebush S/8 Haught Lt Hibblen (Nav)
Lt Tallon Sgt Bartholomew S/S Gates (Photo)
Lt Richardson S/8 Boudreax
Lt Coghill Sgt Callahan Sgt Harrell (Photo)
Lt Harrington Sgt Jessen
Lt Qatley S/8 Parsons 8/8 Pecosky
Lt Strasburg Sgt Bisdorf
Capt Pancher S/S Johnson, DB

March 23----T/Sgt Harper and 5/Sgt landers, crew chiefs and
members of the original 90th overseas foree, sent on DS V Bomb
Commend until return to USA,

March 24----A11 quiet,

March 25--—10 men departed for combat leaves in Sydney, Lt
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Pets assigned from 38th Bomb Group to act as Asst Intelligence
Officer.

March 26==-=Lt Prince led the squadron against barges north of
But to Aitape and stores and personnel at Aitape, Thirty 500s
were dropped on Aitape among huts and a radio station on both
gides of the river causing black smoke but further damage could
not be observed, Returning eight 500s were dropped on three
barges but damage was unobserved, Lt Richardson, a member of
the 90th since early November, 1043 was leading the third flight
and flew into a water spout caused by the bomb of a preceding
plane, He was sesn tc shoot up into the air and then to crash
in the water, S/Sgt Casillas and S/Sgt Divers, both old

timers in the outfit, were with him, One individual was seen

to get out of the plane - who, no one knows, The crewss

Pilot Gunner Photographer
Lt Prince T/8 Mullenhour Lt Patrylick (Nav)
Lt Short Sgt Zeller
Lt Baker 8/8 McDermott
Lt Killebrew §/8 Stephens §/8 Franklin .
Capt Pancher Sgt Budard
Lt Prochoroff S/8 Peres
Lt Richardson 8/8 Cagillas §/8 Divers
Lt Pilgrim 8/S 0'Connor Sgt Harrell (Photo)
Lt Rupert 8/8 Piper

March 27-——Capt Burgess and Lt Ruse, veterans of over 50
missions, departed for return to the USA. Capt Prokopovitz
assigned from the 13th to act as Operations Officer,

March 28----Lt Patrylick appointed 1st Lt, Lt Dean appointed

Captain,
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March 29----Today a barge search in the Wewak area and Muschu
Island carried out by nine ships led by Capt Prokopovitz,
Twenty two were bombed and strafed, but the actual number
destroyed and damaged could not be determined, At Cape Sambin
an oil dump fire was started, No A/A was encountered. Fifty
two 5008 were dropped and 8700 rounds of ammo were expended,

Those on the mission were:

Pilot Gunner Photographer

Capt Prokopovitz S/S Bansford Lt Patrylick (Nav)
Lt Fox S/8 Bogucki 8/S Kunze

Lt Duval 5/5 McDermott 8/S Franklin

Lt Killebrew 3/8 Sotelo

Capt Pancher S/S Piper

Lt Trzaskowski 8/S 0'Connor §/8 Harrell (Photo)
Lt Strasburg 8/S Peresz

Lt Frey T/S Mullenhour

Lt Lindsay 8/S Stephens

March 30--—-Lt Hinsey, T/Supply Officer, transferred to the 13th
as Engineering Officer, Sgts Harper and Landers relieved from

DS V Bomber Command and rejoined unit,

March 31-—--Lts Rupert and Trzaskowski aptd 1sr Lt as of the 28th,
The boys went to Muschu Island today, nine ships led by Maj
Rosebush, The target consisted of the island itself and barges
in the area, Two barges were attacked and the island thoroughly
strafed and bombed, For the first time 100 pound parachute

demos were dropped and the parachute really slowed the bombs

down and they did not bounce materially. Fires were started.

The crewss
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Pilot Gunner Photographer
Major Rosebush T/8 Haught Lt Patrylick
Lt Coghill 8/8 McDermott Sgt Wilson
Lt Short Sgt Degollado
Lt Prince 5/S Chiapella Sgt Callahan
Lt Pilgrim 5/S Singler 8/S Bogucki
Lt Prochoroff S/8 Piper
Capt Prokopovitz T/S Mullenhour
Lt Oatley S/8 Boucher Sgt Hansford
Lt Rupert S/S Biskupski

April 1=—-=Cpl McMullen, CWS, assigned from Gp Hg this date.
April 2=—-All quiet.

April 3----The misgion the boys have been pweating out for a
long time - Hollandia, The whole Fifth Air Force participated,
the heavies having pounded the place on previous days to soften
the target up. The 3rd Group, all squadrons participating, was
led by the Group CO, Lt Col Henebry and Major Rossbush led our
flight of 12 ships, We were preceded by the medium and wiped
up what was left. We used 119 x 100 parachute demos, an
innovation and 109 fell on the target, The parachutes helped
materially in preventing the bombs from skipping. Twenty one
thousand rounds of ammo were fired, Smoke and fires prevented
the crews from observing all the damage done but we lmow
definitely that the 90th destroyed 3 bombers and one fighter
and damaged ome bomber, The pictures taken were superb and speak
for themselves, A/A was surprisingly light., His hydraulie
system shot out, Major Rosebush crash landed at Gusap and washed

the ship out. The crewa:
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Pilot Gunner FPhotographer
Maj Rosebush §/S Hansford
Lt Coghill S/8 Kunze
Lt Short Sgt Degollado
Lt Prince S/S Dongvan
Lt Pilgrim 8/S 0'Connor S/8 Johnson, DB
Lt Trzaskowski Sgt Domis 8/8 Paulovich
Capt Prokipovits S/S Franklin
Lt Baker S/ Dick S/8 Reeves
Lt Frey 8/8 Chiapella
Lt Strasburg Sgt Bisdorf
Lt Tallon S/8 Foxworth
Lt Lindsay 8/S Wright S/8 Harrell

April 4----S/Sgt Marshall and Cpl Maple assignsd from Gp Hg

today,

April 5--—-7 men returned from 7 day leave in Sydney. Capt
Prokopovitz, our new Operations Officer, took 9 ships to hit

the south shore of Jautefa Bay to Pim, Not much wes seen but

%21 x 5008 (29 hits) were dropped on the target - stores and
supplies at the track west of Pim, Several fires were started
and 100 large boxes believed to contain aircraft engines were
given a going over. 11,000 rounds of .50 cal, ammo were expended.

Those on the mission:

Pilot Gunner Photographer
Capt Prokopovitz Sgt Callahan Lt Patrylick (Nav)
Lt Frey S/S 0'Connor
Lt Prochoroff 8/8 Johnson 8/8 Singler
Capt Pancher $/S Boucher
Lt Duval S/S Kunze
Lt Strasburg S/S Perez
Lt Tallon Sgt Bartholomew
Lt Rupert Sgt Jessen S/S Chiapella

April 6----Sgts Chilson, Di Dominco and Fattori, Cpls Bland and

Jones, Pvts 1cl McKinney and Newland and Pvis Allegrith9 Anders,
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Bade, Baker, Blake, Bradburn, Brogdon, Carrcll, Champoux,

Crawford and Elgin are first large mumber of ground replacements

assigned today.,

April 7----Lt Robinson appointed Captain as of the 3rd,

April 8ee--Lts Shoop and Ladd received orders to return to the

USA, after having completed over 50 combat missions.

The primary

target was shipping at Imbi Bay, Jautefa Bay and Challenger Cove,

but the extremely bad weather prevented our 12 ships led by Maj

Rosebush from reaching the area,

Cape Wom, the secondary target

also could not be reached; so the boys hit Potsdam Plantation.

Forty eight 5008 all hits, and 8895 rounds of ammo started one

large and two small fires but further damage could not be

observed, The crews:

Pilot

Maj Rosebush
Lt Coghill

Lt Short

Maj Ellis

Lt Baker

Lt Lindsay
Capt Prokopovits
Lt Piligrim

Lt Oatley

Lt Prince

Lt Howard

Lt Trzaskowski

Gunner

T/S Chapin
$/8 Bogucki
S/S Bisdorf
S/S Chiapella
Sgt Wilson
8/S Biskupski
Sgt Callahan
S/8 Shuler
Sgt Degollado
T/8 Cardwell
S/8 Wright
S/8 Zeller

April 9---~To Wewak in quest of shipping but nome was found,

Thus, Potsdam Plantation was struck. Nine ships hit the target

and Lt Prince led the

squadron, Small fires were started, a few

huts were damaged or destroyed and the air was thick with dust

and debris,

Thirty-five 500s were dropped and 10,850 rounds of
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+50 cal ammo were expended, The crews:
Pilot Gunner
Lt Prince Sgt Bell Lt Hibblen (Nav)
Lt Tallon Sgt Domis
Lt Rupert S/8 Perez
Lt Killebrew S/S Sotelo
Lt Fox S/S Singler
Lt Prochoroff Sgt Bedard
Lt Harrington 8/8 Parsons
Lt Frey S/S Maroney
Lt Duval 8/8 Reeves
April 10=-=-All quiet.
April 11--—-Wewak again - this time targets 36B, 37B and 20D,
secret code, As the mission on the 9th, 35 x 5008 were dropped
with 34 in the target, Also, 11,770 rounds of ammo were
expended, Results - a large oil fire, smoke and flying debris
and 2 trucks damaged. The crewss
Pilot Gunner
Capt Prokopovitz §/S Pecosky
Lt Baker Sgt Wilson
Lt Oatley 8/S Foxworth
Lt Strasburg S/8 Moore
Lt Pilgrim 8/5 0'Connor
Lt Lindsay S/S Johnson, DB
Lt Harrington T/S Cardwell
Lt Coghill S/8 Marshall
Lt Rupert Sgt D gollado
April 12--—Sgts Duffalo and Murphy returned to duty from ferrying
acft on the mainland, Pvt McIlvoy returned to duty from
confinement at Lae, The boys with Capt Dean leading went to
Humboldt Bay, Hollandis in search of shipping, Only twenty
minutes out of Nadzab near Kaiapity; & castrophe occured - Lt Fox
started sliding into Lt Killebrew and to avoid a crash, he threw
—=
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the ship around, He turned over on his back, stalled out and
crashed killing all members of the crew, S/Sgt Boucher was the
gunner and S/Sgt Malicki was the photographer. This accident
surely was a hard blow to the 30th for three veterans and
gentlemen, The remaining eight ships continued on the mission.
Three luggers were destroyed and four damaged, Thirty-two 5008

were dropped and 6965 rounds of ammo did the work. The crews:

Pilot Gunner
Capt Dean Sgt Bell
Lt Tallon Sgt Bartholomew
Lt Short S/8 Parsons
Lt Killebrew 5/8 Sotelo
Lt Fox §/8 Boucher 8/8 Malicki (Photo)
Lt Prochoroff S/S Shuler Sgt Jessen (Photo)
Lt Howard Sgt Boudreaux
Lt Frey 8/8 Chiapella
Lt Duval Sgt Bisdorf

April 15----Sgts Fattori and Di Dominco transferred to 90th
Bomb Group,

April 14=e--Cpl Bays and Jensen and Pvts 1lcl Ogilvy and Abeln
and Pvts Drenzek and Wsaver;, more ground replacements assigned
today.

April 15--—Lt Jones, S/Sgt Hines and McCoy and Pvt 0'Bierne
attached to unit.

April 18--——-Word received that Lt Arens was hospitalized in
Melbourne, Capt Pancher left for period of DS at V Bomb Command
replacement center,

April 17——T/Sgt Green and S/Sgt Sumner and Corp Siebert

evacuated for medical causes today,
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April 18----8/3gt Wakem seriously injured today while trying to
defuge a 20mm shell. His condition is critical.
April 19----S/Sgt Wakem's condition remains unchanged. Seversl
blood transfusions have kept him alive so far. His condition is
extremely serious,
April 20---<Pvt McIlvoy transferred to Gp Hq. S/Sgt Wakem's
condition is improving.
April 21----8/Sgt Randolph and Pvt Reale attached to unit today.
The target - Lamieng Villages - the Squadron Leader, Capt Dean,
nine ships, All hit the several villages causing fires, smoke
and destruction of 5 huts and a water tower, Forty eight 500s

and 13330 rounds of ammo did the work, The crews:

Pilot Gunner
Capt Dean 5/S Biskupski
Lt Baker $/S Reeves
Lt Lindsay S/8 Hammel
Lt Strasburg T/S Chapin
Lt Tallon S/S Bogucki
Lt Prochoroff Sgt Domis
Lt Harrington 8/S Dick S/S Parsons (Photo)
Lt Trzaskowski S/8 Singler
Lt Oatley S/S Bedard

April 22=—--Wom Point today. A large fuel fire was started east
of the old strip and another smwall fire off the Point itself was
observed. Two machine gun positions were silenced but bum weather
prevented assessing further results. Capt Prokopovitz led the

flight of 9 ships and the crews were:

Pilot Gunner
Capt Prokopovitz Sgt Callahan
Lt Short Sgt Boudreaux
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Lt Jones 1/8 Cardwell

Lt Howard Sgt Jesaen 8/8 Pecosky (Photo)

Lt Prey T/8 Chapin

Lt Oatley S/8 0'Connor

Lt Baker Sgt Wilson

Lt Bupert S/S Kunze

Lt Prochoroff 8/8 Foxworth

April 23-——-0ff Hansa Bay, 9 ships led by Capt Prokopovitsz,
The primary target was shipping but ncne was found so targets
22D and 23D were struck, One large pile of gtores at Nubia
Plantation was destroyed and Awar Plantation and Nubia
Flantation were strafed resulting in a small fire, Fifty 500s

were dropped scoring 48 hits and 15700 rounds of ammo were expended,

The crewss:
Pilot Gunner
Capt Prokopovits S/8 Pecosky
Lt Short 8/S Parsons
Lt Duval §/S Shuler
Lt Strasburg 8/8 Biskupski
Lt Trzaskowski §/S Marshall
Lt Lindsay S/S Reeves
Lt Barrington S/S Dick 8/S Harrell (Pheto)
Lt Tallon Sgt Bartholomew
Lt Rupert S/8 Wright

April 24-—--8/8gt Dick and Sgts Bartholomew, Boudreaux and
Degallado sent to DS to 91st Recon Wing. Hansa Bay again - this
time the targets were 1D, 2D to be bombed and the foothills of
Rubeni Range to be strafed, For a change, 23§ parafrags were
carried, 324 were dropped on the target, The damage done could
not be assessed, The mission was led by Capt Dean and the crews

were:
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Pilot Gunnsr
Capt Dean S/S Kunze
Lt Trzaskowski Sgt Jessen S/S Chiapella (Photo)
Lt Duval S/S Singler
Lt Strasburg Sgt Callahan
Lt Prochoroff S/8 Bedard
Lt Jones Sgt Domis
Lt Baker Sgt Wilson
Lt Frey S/S Randolph $/S Hammel (Photo)
Lt Oatley §/8 Bogucki

April 25-—-S/Sgt Carpenter evacuated for medical reasons, Corp
Siebert assigned from Detachment of Patients.

April 26-—--Capt Prokopovitz led the boys in search of targets of
opportunity along the south side of Prince Alexander Range from
Wewak to But, Only eight ships reached the target as Lt Lindsay
was forced back by a cracked cylinder, Native villages were
attacked, five huts being destroyed. Poor visibility and
vegetation prevented observation of further destruction, Forty
eight 5008 were dropped on the targets and 14700 rounds of ammo

were fired, The Crews:

Pilot Gunner
Capt Prokopovits 8/S Pecosky
Lt Short 8/S Reeves
Lt Rupert §/8 Biskupski
Lt Harrington S/S Hammel
Lt Tallon 8/S Foxworth
Lt Lindsay T/S Chapin
Lt Howard S/S Wright 8/S Johnson, DB (Photo)
Lt Jones S/S Parsons
Lt Prochoroff S/5 Marshall

April 27-—---All quiet.
April 28—---Maj Rosebush returned from leave today. Pvt Bade

trfd to 345th Bomb Group,
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April 29-—--FEleven shipa led by Capt Dean bombed and strafed

personnel and radio positions in the vicinity of Timbunke and
Tambamum Villeges., The Hg building at Timbunke was destroyed,
and fires were started west of the village, The radiec position
at Tambanum could not be identified positively, but huts thought
to contain them were given a going over and fires were started,
Twenty-five 100 pounders were expended and 19650 x .50 cal, were

used, The crews:

Pilot Gunner Kavigator
Capt Dean S/S Hipes Lt Patrylick
Lt Coghill Sgt Domis
Lt Short I/S Chapin
Lt Strasburg 8/8 Hornburger
Lt Tallon 8/S Bogucki
Lt Jones Sgt Jessen 8/8 Chiapella (Photo)
Lt Harrington S/8 MeCoy
Lt Frey S/8 Johnson
Lt Oatley Cpl McMullen
Lt Baker $/S Sotelo
Lt Pilgrim 8/8 0'Connor

April 30—-—Preparations being made for a decoration ceremony
tommorrow by Maj. General Whitehead. The group is planning on a
field day and many sports events are scheduled,

May 1—--Decoration ceremony this morning at 10230, Field Day began,
90th Enlisted Men won volley ball tourney and advanced to finals

in softball, The Officers placed second, being beaten by the 8th
8q Officers, Two bottles of beer issued to each man and the
complete day was devoted to rest and entertainment,

May 2-w=-Preparations for move to Hollandia nearing completion,

The 3rd is to be the first ‘Bomb Gp into the Area, Sgts Dick,
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Boudreaux, Bartholomew and Degollado transferred to 91at Photo
Recon Wing.
May Z-—-Notice received that loading is to start the 6th for
the new base, Once again, the 3rd will be the most advanced arm of
the Fifth Air Force, Sgt Hold assigned from 267 Ord Maint

Company.
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Sgt Archibld, 2 well-known and mest efficiont elerk in the
Operations Dept, Archibald and Spt Sherman teamed up on a
great job for this Dept,

Set Epperson, Sgt Van Hoy, and F/Szt Dunn (RAAF) moving their
tent tn A new area st Charters Towers when the “Wet" scason arrives,
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Capt McGuire and Capt Valusek
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wing.,. Lt Short-Armament, Lt Kulin-Radio, Lt Valusek-Engineering,
Lt Jones, C. (out of formation) Supply.

.esThe essential of all radio gunners is primarily code..... The
importance of the radic gunner cannot be minimized in the B-28...
He operates the difficult lower turret, gets a bearing for the ’
pilot when lost, works as liason between plane and home base, and
is & tremendous psychological help teo the entire crew,,....
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Farews1l Beer Party for Maj Hubbard..... The Major, the
recipient of the DFC, DSC, and Silver Star, was our C.0. for
several months before being transferred to Group.... Seen in
this picture (if you lock) are: Lt Ransom, Sgt Landers, Lt
Williams, Lt Nauman, Lt Hartline, Lt McMutt, Lt Riola, Lt
Smallwood, Lt Bowman, Lt Jones, Lt Valusek, Lt Kulin,

Maj Hubbard, Lt Hesselbarth, Sgt Hume and others.......
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Col, Ronald D, Hubbard
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S/Sgt Poet, Sgt Bryan, Sgt Harrell, Sgt Fronklin,eeeese.
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T/Sgt Moser, Cpl Kozloski, Cpl Gentry
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"Earthquake" blown up in it's revetment by Jap bombers
S/Sgt Humphries - Crew Chief, Sgt Boulay
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T/Sgt Les, Sgt Cosselin, Pvi Foley, Pvi Lyle
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8/Sgt Crovisier, S/Sgt Axt, Lt Castelli, Capt Wartz (killed
in action 7/23/43).
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