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_ On March 3, 1943 the above crewwhile fiylng 8 B-25Gwl alrcraft
participated in a U.S,A, air Force doordinated attack against a Jap---
anese convoy in the Huron Gulf Area) The assembly point was Cape Ward
Hunt and the force prodeeded to the target. The heading was almost.
due north and the convoy was sighted about 50 miles off shore east

of Lae, Our airplane was No. 4 in the third clement of a twelve plane
formation. ~ About 15 miles out we stirted our decent from' 5,000 feet -
in elements of four ships in echelon, The first element peeled off
ard attacked from tqe'front. The -second e lement peeled off and At
tacked from the side and the third element pseled off immediately
after the second. Due to the fact that the other airplanes had al-
ready selected the first-ships we were compelled to fly parallel to:
the convoy for some distance to attack from the rear, The convoy '
consisted of eight warships and seven cargo-vessels and ‘transports,

I noticed intense anti-aircraft fire being directed at’the high 1evel
borbers and very little at the:low level attack planes, I was cp—
erating my engines at 2400 ‘RPM, 38:inches F’P mixture  full rlch

and ‘cowl flaps closed, After peellng of £ Ilew ‘a5 slose to “the
water as possible but allowing enough altitude for- "jlnking“ At

no time did I mgintain stpaight and level flying.: The ship I se---
lected for my target was a ti¥ansport of 7—8 000 tons moving at about
8 knots on a stralght course, * : _ _ _

) I pulled up sharply to about 500 feet and made a steep dlving
turn to the left, I started my run about 1 1/2 miles from the’ shlp

- in a broadside attack slightly to the stern frgg the port side, As

-"evasive action I was changing course and- altlt e as rapidly as pos-
sible,  When about 1800 yards from the target and at an-altitudé of
about 150 feet I opened fire with 'a short burst, It fell short but |,
a few rounds skipped into thé side of the ship, The sécond burst’ from
1200 yards was on the target, By diving slightly and ‘msing rudder I -
was able to concentrzte the fire on the deck and sweep the deck.from
stem to stern, The only.defensive fire encountered was ' suall callber o
fire which ceased when I started.my second burst, I held my fire as
long ‘as possible and-leveled off &t twenty feet.at an air speed of
260 MPH, The co-pilot opened.the bombay and T ceased firing &nd. drop=
ped. all four bombs as close together as_p0551ble. The. ship was loaded
with four 500 lb. 5 sec, delay fused bombs, I dropped ‘the "bombs,
‘pulled up sharply to miss the-masts and dived for the water in'a turn
to the left;, I looked back and observed one near.miss and one direct
hit on the port side and two missés on the starboard sides Fvidently
I dropped the last two bombs while. pullingkup and they'went over‘the‘
deck.- - il T : 3

2 rhe shmp appeared to be carrylng large quahtl ;es of aupplies and

l-'eqp;pment ‘on “the décks and a large numker of ‘troops, The supplles ‘and

. equipment. were conred_W1th canvas and the. personnel took" caver behind’
anything that-they could, As ‘Stoisas I wes -a-short. dlstance iktmxthe ;
‘ship I pulled up: to:100 feet and. l;dkgd for the'_'st'op'"lng_ou_*of the -
conveys What I thought to: be:a q = ' ;




was observing the convoy to the' front and on'my right and feiled to see o
cruiser which I ams about to fly 4r front of, He opened fire and I

dived to the water and fede o 180 turn to the right and went back into
the middle of the convoy., Because there were so many alrplanes flying
at minimum 2ltitude I pulled up to about 200 feet. I sighted a crego ship
on my left and decided to strefe it, I made 2 sharp turn to the left znd’
opened fire in a broadside attack, There wes no defensive fire and the
ship wcs 2lmost stopped, A4s I passed over the ship I saw another directly
in front of me and strafed it in the seme manner, A4 third 'ship which lay
ahead of me and the last one between me and a clear spacé was my next
target. I strafed it and proceeded .on- & Straight course of due west un-
til I wes a safe dlstrrne from the convoy.

The. threc shlps that i oy strafed were barely moving, badly damaged
and burning fiercely., Great columma of black 'smoké were pouring out of
them and none of: them had any'defensive fire power, Finding myself cleer
of the convoy I intercepted a B-25C-1 piloted by ¥ajor Larner and: con-
tinued to my home airdrome without any further action. As we passed Salameuc
I noticed anti-aircraft fire which wes being d*rected away from us,

On reaching the home airdrome o check of the ammunition reveeled
that 2000 rounds of 50 caliber machine gun ammunition had been expended ,
This was fired through the cight forward fixed guns, The gunner did ‘not
fire his guns, The lénding consisted of 1 trecer, 2 armour pieréeing, and
two incendisry rounds, There was no malfunciioning of any equipment and
my airplane was unhit by enemy fire,

During the attack the high'level got only one direct hit that I
observed and severzl near misses. At the time that we went in the major-
ity of the ships were undamaged and thé warships were throwing up 2
terrific barrage of ti-aircraft - fire, Very little heaVy anti-air=-
craft was used on the attack ships, and it wes inaccurste, - The Beau-
fighters did = magnificent job of strafing and the A-20s working in pairs
straféd and tombed, I observed three direct hits made by A-20s ‘on cargo
. ships, ' - Reti

The success of the mission was due to the carefully planned co-
ordinated attack. The high level bombérs dispersed the convoy-end at-
tracted most of the anti~aircraft fire, Their hits and near misses pre—
vented accurate fire from heavy guns while the Beaufighters must have
knocked out a ‘lot of the small caliber fire, The defensive fire at my
ship was practically nil, I did not see eny enemy: aircraft and was not
attacked by -any. The pursuit: protéction gave us 2 chance to reach:the
target 1n formation and unmolestcd.
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NOTE: Due to lack of space for proper
spacing of ships it is necessary
to state that the airplane is out
of range of small guns,



