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NINETIETY BOHEB.IDVENT SGUADRON (D)
THIRD EOLBARDMENT GROUP (D)

TACTICAL STUDY OF ATTACK ON CONVOY NEAR IAE, NEW GUINEA
_ 1st Lt, ROBERT ¥, REED

Pilot 1st'Lieut, Robert ¥, Reed,
Co~Pilot P,0. Johnco, RL:F,

Radio Gunner - S/Sgt. Paul’V, Malite,
Upper Gunner - Pvt, John C, Boggs,

1

1 B—25C—I aircraft No, 487, Merch 3, 1943, 10000/L to 1020 L in
the Hunon Gulf Area, S

24 Attached to this letter may. be found a’ dlaaram showing course;.
of aireraft during attack, approxlmate altituwles, approximate location of'
shipping observed by pllot vith tyoe, course, and speed of each.

3. Follows a narrative report of attack as observed by pilot:
In'order that I my give a complete picture of my tactics used in the
coordinated attack against Japanese shipplng in the Bismark Sca, I shall
begin with the squadron's recclpt of the mission the morning of -¥arch.3,
19&3. -

- Our mission consisted essentially of fyzmishing 12 B-25C-1
aircraft to make low level strafing’and hombing attacks on a Japanese
convoy reported to contain 15 shlps, 8 of whlch.wera warships, - The
B-25C~1 aircraft is a modified'B=-25C equipped with & fixed, forward
firing’ 50 caliber machine guns, My particular ship was’ loaded with 3
500 1b, demolition bombs with 5 sccond delay fuse and 4,000 rounds. of
50 caliber emmunition in the & fixed guns, Thg,upper turret contnined
. 500 rounds of 50 celiber ammunition, -

. Mzjor larner instfucted us that it was to be a coordimated attask
with the B-17's leading, -We were to rendevous with the other aircraft.
in the attack over Cape "ard Hunt at 0900 o'fclokec- and were to follow the
Beaufighters, We werc to make individual attacks at minimwn altitude,"
Our 12 aircraft were divided into 3 flights of 4 ships sach, A-flight,
led by Major Larner was to attack the convoy head. on, B flight, led by_
Czept, Henebry, was to'attack from the side, and C Tlight was to 1ttnck
from the rear oblique,

Upon reaching Cape Ward Hunt a radio report was received on the
poaition of the convoy, Fram Cape Ward Hunt we flew at 5, 000 feet on a
cowrse of approximately’ 360 -y Yhen the convoy wasg sighted Ma jor Larner
dtdered the squadron to'zo -into echelon to the right with flights in trail
and-.started to let.down. The convoy was to the left and while decending
T observed heavy anti-aircraft fire coming from the worships cireling in .
the front and on the asides of the convoy. o

- The attack was begua with individual peel offs to the left in ropid
succession from about: 2,000 feet, - After peeling off I had to "SY back to
my original heading and when I went in fbr myc.ctual attack I was well
.beck on the convoy. e

“ ... When I :started into the convoy-I wo.s at mlnimnm altituda and 28 I
wént in I changed course and altitude every few seconds to evude anti-~ .
alrcr £t fire,

I flew betwcen two werships, a light. cruiser or. heavy destroyer to
my ‘left. and a destroyer to my right, Heavy anti=aircraft fire was com-
ing from both, ' Beyond was an approximately 8,000 ton transport which I
had chose-as my target, It'was hadded on:a course of. approximately O :
at a speed of about 8 knots, . The two masts ‘were -rather- high_with'"agigﬁ
aerizls extending between them,. Before rea ching my - target I, naticed several
direct hits:-being scored by other B-=25C=l mzrcrnft.u. : :




As I approached the torget I was traveling ot .an indicotéd air speed
of 260 to 270 MPH with the throttles set st 24,00 RPM and 39 In, Hgs I kept
"Sting slightly end changing altitude. From = distonce out I observed very
light anti-nircraft fire from,small caliber guns, 7hen I opened fire with
my guns the firing ceased, I fired two or three short bursts from about
1500 yards and from 1,000 to 400 yards I was firing continually dispersing
the fire well over the decks, Before I started firing I had gone up to an
altitude of about 100 feet ond was diving slightly, '

murrz My co-pilét hnd been instructed to open the bombey doors when I began
firing the guns. - %hen I got in close to the vessel I leveled off at deck
level, dropped my thfee bombs in very rapid succession, and pilled up sharp-
1y to miss the masts. When I pulled up, my upper gunner, Pvt, Boggs, straffed
the deck from the upper turret, After crossing the target I let down to min-
imum altitude agcin and mde & sharp turn to the left to avoid two worships”
ahead, As I-turned I obgesved thet I had gotten two direct hits admidships,

My heading wies then about 180° and .practically on ccurse znd to my °
left was a2 destroyer traveling at about 30 knots on a course of about 280°,
I turned into it and strafed it from bow to stern,. Zoing into it from about
a 307 angle to the longitudinnl axis of the warship,' 4s I approached I ob-
served a burst of heavy-enti~circraft fire .which wes'very inaccurate and
P.0. Johnco saw z gun crew trying to bring 2 small caliber:gun to bear upon
us, -

After crossing the destroyer I mnde a slight turn to the right, circled
to the left and’strifed a sccond destroyer.which'was trailing the first by
about a mile at a speed of approximetely 20 knots, .As I flew broadside to
it I noticed heavy snti-aircraft fire being fired from it, - As I circled
into the attack I'observed thet the transport I had strafed and bombed was
burning violently, My attock wes directly from bow to stern and after pas-
sing over it they fired at my ~ircraft with $mell caliber mchine guns
scoring three hits in the tail section,

Following this attack I turned.to z hescing of about 2000 ~rd at
minimum altitude headed for our Fally point just south of Salamaua, I
tercepted M- jor Lernér =nd Lieut, Reid and we returned to the field in
three ship formation, : e g P
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During the attack I observed no enemy aircraft. I found that I had
expended approximetely 2000 rounds of 50 caliber smmunition, Every fifth
round ‘'was & tracer with two indendiary and twoarpour piercing bullets be-
tween, bR S

In conclusinn I feel that the outstanding success of the mission was
due primarily to the excellent coordination of the. attack, High level
bombers prevented the intense anti-zcircrzft fire from being concentrated
on low level bombers which would otherwise maye been easy torgets, I saw
one vessel literly blown to bits by bombs from high' level, Our-fighters
did a very superior job of engaging the enemy, aircraft and undoubtedly the
Beaufighters knocked out many: gun positions in styafing shead of'the B-25C~1's
and A-20!s, I feel that muwch . eredit:iis due Major Larner for his’'superior
Jjob of leading the att~ck of the low level bombers, Ih a low level attack
against shipping the, desired ottack is szlong the longitudinal axis ef the
vessel as less anti-aircraft fire can be concentrzted on you,

s/ ROEERT W. REED,
t/ ROBERT W. REED,
"~ 1st, Lieut., Air Corps.



Onn

e

e, Strafed = 1000 rds. 50 cal.

DIAGRAM OF ATTACK MADE BY LIEUT. REED IN 487
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