TACTICAL STUDY OF

[ Loe]
[

lst It

J. B, CRISVELL



NINETIETH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON
THIRD BOMBARDMENT GROUP

AOP ro . 929
TACTICAL STUDY OF ATTACK
Date: March 3, 1943, Time: 1515 to. 1545 Place Bismark Sea.

On the day of the rald in question I was flying ‘a B 25 C airplane.
I was a two ship formation,. We approached the targst area from the

southwest. The lead ship led us aocross various pieces of wreckage, burn-
ing ships and personnel in the waten. At the east side of the target. area
we turned a few degrees.to the left bearlng down upon a Japanese light
vessel which, upon closer observation, proved to be-a destroyer. Its
course was approximately 290 degrees, thus we upprdﬂched the vessel broad
side, Acting - orders to strike 1nd1v;dually I maneauvered my airplane
away from the .cader and described a course. that would mske my attack
from the stern, The estimated speed of the vessel before the attack was
eight knots, however when our tactics became apparent to him I could see
that he was increasing his speed by the churning: ‘6L his whke,

Our speed during thec attack was 220 miles per hour at mast height.
His evasive action when struck by the leagers airplane was a 90 degree
turn to the left, thus enabling my airplane to strike bpoad side. My
approach was somewhat concealed by the smoke from his funnels, We encount-
gred-no resistance from the destroyer on the approach- or withdr-wal.
I beghn strafing as soon as we .were within range, Our bomb was drapped
with skip bombing tactics after which we pulled over the mast and withdrew
with a 90 degree turn to the left, - The bomb hit amidship, causing.an
explosion of black smoke and flames to an epproximate height of 300 feet,
Considering this a sinking condition, I then proceeded to the center of
the battle area te bring my forward machine guns to bear om:-personnel in
the water, The effeet of this: strafing :could not. be- -accurately determined
because of the confusion and debris in the water, but with the amount of
enemy personnel and our abundance of fire power, casualties were inevit-
able, These runs began from sbout 200 feet and continued until water
and debris, caused from the bullets hitting the target, made it necessary
to pull up. Four of these runs were made before directing my attention tu
a cargo ship south of the area which was in a burning condition. This
approach was also made mast héight at 2 speed of approximately 220,
Approaching broad side, we observed her to.be about 5000 toas. Perscnnel
were visible on the ‘deck in spite of fire and ‘possibility of explosion.
The ships visible protection was a three to five inch gun mounted on
the after deck pointing a ft; with noattendance, I fired several bursts:
from the forward guns as we drew in'range and a marked effect was noticed
ameng the iroops on deck; Two bombs: were drcppedd They fell long however
and would be considered effective néar misses, -The:remainder of the: time-
over the target was taken up by strefing the remaining personnel in the
sea.

- At an order from the #&guadron- commandsr, We executed a w1thdrawaj
301ning 1n formation enroute. S

' The borib Load con51sted of three 500 pound demol;tlcn'ww k .
five second delay fuse, 2000 rounds of. 50 calibre’ammunitioncons: tlng

of armour plerclng, 1ncend1ary and tracers we'r expended
\w\

On the first: target the destroyer, ng. personnel ‘was visible,
The only armament that could be recognized was light anti=-aircraft,
This fire-power was continous very rapid but ineffective.

An obgervation of Bl?'s;"ydﬁptﬂer B25ls'straf1ng barges and
“eremy persorinel : Ar.the water*butstha results could not bef"certalned.

ey

- On this attack there was no malfunctioning of armament, plane
mechanlsm or-instraments, In ny ‘opinion under these circumstances the "
prlnclples of attdck used werd suitable-and effective. ‘A ccordinated attack
is necessary for the,success of' this type of mission,

lst Lt J. B, Criswell _Pilot
“Ist Lte J, B, Criswell -

/- 18t Lt W.Gi Paine “G6=Pilot

'~ 8/5gt-CC. ‘Thompsén ~Radio G,
S/Sgt CiH. Maupin -Guntier

& ot
UG HENE



D Cruiser

Strafing Runs

Burning
Warship

/ Burning

Warship

o

") Destroyer at time
/4 ] of bomb reglease had
/~  turned 90~ left. Made

L/ \ broadside attack,

Burning
Transport



