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ATTACK ON JAPANESE CONVOY - 3RD; MARCH, 1943

‘Réport Of Attack Carried Oﬁt=§x'Boston”iircraft Of
No, 22 Sgtadron = R.AVA.F,

At I3C0L on 3rd MARCH, '19%3; “thé 'following ‘verbal ‘orders
were ‘received “from the Gnntroller, Noi 9-0.Ge: 1ALl available
Bostons to carry out co-ordifiated” attack on enemv ‘convoy:’ last
réported positlon 0705 South, 148,30 East. widely scattered at
1220/3 MARCH ()" ‘Adrcraft redezvous ‘2t ‘CAPE VIARD “HUNT at. -
LOOO feet (y).+ Set course for rendezvous at’ 1400 hours L 3/

'MARCH,..remaining 'in visual ‘contact during spproach to target ( )

Hally Point CLPE WARLA (.) Primary targets transports first
alternatlve warships, accend alternative LAE aerodrome ()

Order of assembly and approach to target one squadron of Bl7ts

at 9000 feét, onesquadron 'B25Vs BODO feet; one squadron B25's
7000 feet, one squadron Beaufighters 6000 feet, one squadron

B25ts 5500 fdet, one squadron B25-Cl's 5000 feet, one squadron
42078 4,500 feet, oné isquadron of Bostons 4000 ‘foot ()" Opder

of dttack () First Beaufighters straffing, ‘thé B25%s, then
B25'Vs=Cl, followed by A20's and Bostons all mast head .- then Bl7's
from 7000 feet to 10,000 feet, followed by oné squadron ‘B25!s 3000
to 6000 feet '(,) Bombs meditm ‘bombers 500 1b, demolition and -
instahtaneous. fuse, high bombers 1000 lb.-demolltlon instantaneous
fuse, mast head attack 500"and 250 ‘1lb, 5 ‘second delay ( ) Fighter
cover will have sets on 4895 Kes. (=) Bomber. Flight Leaders will
identify and locate themselves relative to-‘target when calling for
Fighters in any emergency (=)  Enemy convoy protedted by fighters (=)

Zach aircraft  was’ bombed up with two, 500 1b G,P, instantaneous
fusing, and two 250 1b .Ssh.Py._ 1 second delay.

BASE TO RENDEZVOUS

Five alrcraft were: available and were all: alerrne by 1330L,
reachlng the rendezvous at 1410L, “‘The’ weather ovér the ranges wes
bad,” and the squadron was fortunate in’ flnding & break south of "the
Gap", and got through at 14500 feet, Orre ‘squadron of B 35%s reached:
rendezvous at.the same time &s ourselves, also one or two B 1?'5,,but
by approximstely 1500:L; a1} aircraft had asSembled, and at 1505
set anrae for convcy.

mmon OF ATTACK. :

(a) Order of upproach._

ranges, the attack wes' led on to the target in ‘the follc#ing Order -
One' ‘squgdron of Bl7's, followed by three squadrons: oft 825'5; ‘one )
sqpadron of Bostons," one squadron of ‘B251s, and one squaaron of Bl7's,
(This ?ay be incorrect but is the general 1mpression of all Boston ;
p:l.lct. s o

(b) Constitﬂtlon cf Gonvav.

&

**Jﬁ?t The convoy was sighted from 4000 feet throtigh' 1ight cloud,

at 1530 L. in the epproximats position of 07'10"3 14?'AO"E. It ap-

peared to-consist of three Deatroyers and four Transpnrts widely
dispersed,  "AIl the transports were stationary and Bufning ‘when
sighted, and one Destroyeriwa§ stationhry'and dow in the weter, as
if having been hit_previcusly, ' One other Destroyer was in the vic—
inity. of the. transports,- and ‘the remzining one was steaming north,:
at ‘approximately 20 knots,’
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(¢) The Attack,

Pll alrcraft in the formation carried out o low dive
atteck from 4000 to 1500 feet, and released their bombs 1n

.sticks of four, The target chosen was the stationary

destroyer, which appeared .on our left as we passed over the
ecnvoy, As the aircraft approached, they went dinto. line-
astern, and formed a circle round the target, Thus all
aircraft were in pésition to attrck in quick succession, and
the destvoyers! fire power was further confused, For low

dive sttacks, this method is highly commended, and it proved

very effectlve on this occasion, One alrcruft had 10 make -

a -secornd ‘run owing ‘to interference by enemy fighters, Each
stick .of bomb straddled the target, and two direct ‘hits with

250 1b bombs, and approxzmotely'flve near misses, were scored,
The destroyer eppeared to be. of the HUBUKI class, and-the attack
on it lasted for three to four minutes. After the bombing, one
aircraft proceeded to & burnding transport and straffed berges

and troope :Ln the water around it.

ENEMY OPPOSITION.

- (a)fFiéhters.

Severel ulTCTPft were attacked by Zekes, before and during

.thelr bombing runs, = The se attacks were unsuccessful, partly

due to the Bostons being strung vut in line astern. just prior
to bogbing; and they afforded-.each other s certezin amount of
protection,

(B) . Anti-Aircraft,

The A/A opposition was light and ineffettive, and did not
worry any of the aircrqft.

(c) General

The noture of the combined. attack appeared fo confuse all
the enemy defonoes, and effeotivoly divided his fire power,
The whole attack was carried out. far more rapidly than was planned,
and; the enemy had to contend with all circraft of all formations at

‘the’ one time, -The Bdstons were almost bombing through stréffing B25's,

and the Bl7's were bomblng from.medlum.helght through both.

Enemy\fightere d&d nq ,eﬁ&agk ‘the,’ Bostehs in force, and
single enemy aircraft did. not press- home their attaoke with nuch
teneclty.

o casualbies_toﬂpereohnei;'and hpldemage-ﬁére{eeeteined.

COMBINED EFFGRT.-

'i The destroyer ‘in the vicingty of:the trensports was. attacked.
by. either Bl7!s or B251s, and sufféred direct-hits with ‘heavy bombs,
and blow-up almost. - -instantaneously, . A1l ships received. a ‘thorough

_straffing from ‘the .B25C11s, " and the bomblng from B25's and"Bl7's,

appesred -very. ageurate,: 525-0113 straffed the decks of the destroyer
we:.attacked, .some 30 seconds before the leading ajrcraftimede a run,
and this must have helped.a’ coneiderable amount in keeping: the ships guns

. from flrlng, durlng our bombing.

The fact ‘that theé. complete ttack*wes-effeeted almost simultaneous-
ly, is agein stressed. Sl ‘ 1ced of the. great assistance
this affgrded in diVLdlng;ﬂhe;enemyISTdefences; anid” aI%hongh it must have
caused a certain amount of risk, no damige resulted, .
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GENERAL,

Lis the zircraft approo.ched the convoy, seven to ten Zekes
were seen epparently engaged in a sham fight, several miles to
the west. These tactics achieved no object, and the Zekes
quickly came over, and attacked the Bostons as previously statsd.

On leaving the area, it was apparent to all personnel, that
the convoy could not re~form.to make sny semblance of an effective
force, All ships excepting’the. one destroyer proceeding north,
were either sunk or sinking, and it is understood, that this shlp
was sunk the follomng day.

Two days later - 5th MARCH = a formation of four Bostons
made a search for life boats and barges off CAPE WARD HUNT,
Several life-boats and rafts were located, but ndne contained
live men, and no attacks were made,

s/ CHARLES C, LEARMOUTH
Squadron Leader,
T/Commanding,

No, 22 Squadron,

ADDENDUM

REASON FOR 4ATTACK AND BOMB TOAD NOT BEING AS ORDERED

On the morning of 3rd, March all aircraft were placed on
alert for possible attack against the Convoy, No instructions
were given as to bomb load and aircraft were bombed up with
2 x 500 inst, G.P, and 2 x 250 S.A.P, I sec, delay, In vicw of the
fact that orders were not received until 1300hours and all
aircraft were due at the rendezvous at 1400 hours the bomb load
could not be changed in the time available, Consequently the
attack took the form it did instead of a mast~head attack as
ordered,

ROUNDS FIRED AGAINST TRRGET

300 x .5, 1490 x 303,
WEATHER

Low scattered cloud, base 2000 feet, visibility 15 miles,
GENERAL

While over the convoy several dog fights were observed
between P 38!s and Zeros in the course of which one Zero and

one P 38 were seen falling away towards the water as though
shot down,
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