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AZITACK REPORT
B=25~Cl

Pilot = 2nd L, E, T, Solomon

Co~Pilot = F/Sgt J, H, McLellan (RAAF)
Radio Gunner - .Sgt A, L. McDonald (RAAF)
Turrent Gunner - Sgt Re W. Harrall

Time of Attack - March 3, 1943; 1500 L; East and a little South of
Salamaua.

Target - Crulser, blue-gray, 3000 uon.

The attacked vessel, a llght cruiser of approximately 3 000 tons,
was: Located five miles from any ship in the convoy and appeared: to be:in
the: process of rescumng the enemy from rafts and barges, Wehn-attacked,, the
cruiger was headed in a Wbst or North West direction 'at a low 'speed," '

Our formation came in from two thousand feet, lehtlng down -

‘slowly until the target area was reached.  Then from five hundred feet
each.of our-ships split and picked a target. From here I continued to -
dive at 250 mphi; pul up and dive until a‘minimum ‘altitude was: reached
at'a distance of five miles from:the ship, at the same time'giving the
cruiser a full deflection shot from his side guns. At this point. B-17's
were on their bombing runs, which forced me to circle for advantageous:
position to attacki .: After the B-1T's dropped their bombs I flipped into
a steep: turnh and came in for.-a:bow:.to stem run; started Etrafing at 000
yards, but was forced to withdraw again by level br:un'r:ler's.h

On these'. level bomber bamblng runs there were no near misses or
hits, yet some bombs fell within one hundred feet from the cruiser. On my
next run from stem to bow, a direct hit was scored on the. stem; wrecking
bheﬁrgarngungpositinn=andwleaving'asiarge column ofiblack- smoke. When
coming in,:light guns on the ship:ceaseéd fir’ng soon Efter my wight~ fiftles
started firing, showing very effective fire power,' The bresk awdw com= -
sisted:. of . a very. steep turn to the left, then a stra:ght &way down on the
water. _ i
" From thls p01nt I strafed debris and barges, then made a broad
side run on a crippled-transport. - One diremt hit was: observed, which left
the transport burning fiercely, 'After this yun'I finished- eﬁpendlng
_2500x.50 cal. straf:ng. At: a&l tlme my amrcraft was ‘below 50 feeto

1 30 S Durlng this mission my alrcraft was, attacked twice by “Zeno“
type enemy-airorafit -that:ipressed home the attack 1ndicat1ng extperisnced”
pilots. By:violent rirns on-the wateér the aircrait were “eluded. - In-all,
two./500 pound;five:: second delay bambs were: droppeﬂ each scorlng a hit.

o r} W o e J "“ ?!"" e ‘MF : W)

The enamw in the~water, on ships and on barges,=uere dressed
in.full battle equipment, I observed six enemy aircraft, Twowere :
attacking B-178s, two attacking A-20's and two:&ttacking my own: aircrafty
In the first two cases P=38!s: were-after the:atfacking ehemy sircraft - -
during their offensive; The enemy dreraft employed from quartsr and:
attaoks from the top rear.-

1 It is mw 9p1nion thab the excellent coordination  of high; -~
medium -and - Low: level bembing;. together’ with the:st#afing and fire power .
of the B-25's eight maching guns, was the secret of the complete
annihllatxop of the Japanese convoy.;

/s/ EDWARD T,: SOLOMON; :
- /t/ EDWARD T:. somuon,
2nd Ltr., Aii" Corpﬂ.



ATTACK REPORT
B-25-Cl

Pilot - 2nd Lt. E, T, Solomon
Co-Pilot - 2nd Lt, K. E. Rosebush
Radio Gunner - S/Sgt H. 7, Ditkenson
Turret Gunner - S/Sgt C. 8. "“Norton, -

Time of #‘E.tack Harch b,, l9h3, 1530 L

‘Target: .-ACf'ippied deswoyer, blut.-ﬂ‘ray, 1500 toné .

.- On this afterncon our flight of three shlps, with eight P-40's
g8 cover; “took off, flew’across the owen Stanleys and after flying a
“Heading of 50 degrees, fourd &' d‘i&ipﬁled &estz’oy\er ‘in*alY war-deess; about
/§ixEy miles from land offiBunaq I "pdlled 61 £6" the left “ wént down 2
“the-Hatlr;“dslow as 10 feet, then'a turi to thé*rfgh{:‘p,ﬁ& gwrt%a - 3
runat approximateély 275 mp‘i., firingmy nose” guns from 1000“yards until

I crossed./the boat, “A direct hit between the rear-fifret and e rear
superstmcture, completely wrecked the etern of the: ;ship, which after a few
‘Hours ‘sunki 'I'then strafed the enecywith 3000x, 50" caly  Pursuit pilets
“8bove *reported meching fun'fire firom thé ship’ whichI‘did not see’ thz‘oﬁgh
‘my- tracers, ' 'Bneny in the wat,er wore full batt.le equipmant an estima*ed
300,

My finel :corclusion’ drawn on the skip bedbing method of attack
is &8 -follows. ' With theé-coordination of “high ‘Levél “Yobing ;- 1}}
bombing and* supa,v;bor:.ty in pursiit’'cover, ‘skip" bomblngkwill alweys be
successfuli - Highslevel bombers keep thé heevy guns “Busy, 'thus leaving
lighter anti-aircraft fire against us. ' Without the cover fire of eight
“Pifties skip bombing by B=25-Cl1 aircraft would be" doubtful, At present
the effectivériess iof the'fire power is ‘excellent towever; of our ship™
was properly stressed et the facteory our-results ‘wodld be much bettery
It is glso &y -opinion that' skip bombirg is much safer tHan level bouibing
‘when undertaken iin conjunction with hi_h lével aivcrafty

/s/ EDWARD T.,:SOLOMON;:
/t/ EDWARD T: SOLOMON,:
2nd Lt,, . Alr- Corps..



) Attact Report B-25-C1 112946
" Pilot = 2nd Lt. E. T Solomon
Co-Pilot - F/Sgt J."H. McLellan (RAAF)

Radio Gunner - Sgt A.L, McDonald (RAAF)
Turret Gunner - Sgt R. W, Harrell
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Attact B-25-C1 112449

Pilot ~ Solomon, E.T, 2nd ILt,
Co-Pilot = Rosebush 2nd It,
R-Gunner -~ Dickenson §/Sgt
Top Gunner - Norton  §/Sgt
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