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Time of.attack: On Lhrch 3, 1943 T was pilot of a B=25C~1- aircraft
participating in a coordinated attack on the Japanese convoy &approx-
imately 60 miles east of Lie, ‘New Guinea, The crew of this airplané-was
as follows: Pilot = Lt. K, 4. McKee, Co-Pilot - Lt, Ki R, Rosebush,
Gunner - S/Sgt. B. Estep, Radio Operator = S/Sgt, J., W, Rowland, The
attack was made between 10:00 and 10:10 L,

The vessel upon which we made our final run and dropped our bombs on was
one which I estireated to be about a 5000 -ton cargo vessel, This ship was
on the eastern edge of the convoy, following at a moderate distance (pos-
gibly one third of a mile to closest) a destroyer and a light cruiser, It
was not possible for me to judge accurately the speed which-the:ship was
making, but judging solely from the amount.of wake, I .am'sure that the:
ship was travelling at a very slow .rate: of speed probably not over 5

or 6 knots. Vith this slow speed not much evasive:action could be taken,
however, the boét did swing its bow toward-me, which made my run, in ‘eas= -
ier if anything, While I was msking my initial appfoach, the boat was- :
under a strafing attack by a flight of Beaufighters, soas a result they
were probably not too much concernedevuth tak:.ng evaswe act,:.on from nw
approach o TR ) " : 5oit woaid hist

I made the :|.n1t.:|.a:l apprea.ch, where I was Stlll t.o0: .far to use .my ‘own guns

on the. boat, at about 75 té 100-feet eltitude and using 2&00 RPM and 36
to 38 of Menifold pressure, At first I-headed towsrd a large trodp

transport. near the middle of -the convoy, however, it was soon evident.
that several planes had this some opjective-in minds. I then turned to
my right and seledted a cargo vessel which'up.to that-point had no.
attackers, This new heading took me prallel to the: course of:a
destroyer and cruiser, which had headed ocut to meet us, ' I didi not change
my heading at all, as I passed- these two boats but did. change my alte
itude about 25—30 feet at appro;d.mately 5860y intervals, ~'Theserboats
were both firing their anti-sircraft guns and machine guns-at mey but the
la.r‘gest, percentage of -it-was going behind me; ds I:moved past these
boats I kept réducing my average alt:.tude, unt.il I was ‘flying about s
25-30 feet oi‘f the water. :

As soon as it. ‘came within range of the cargo qhip, .I dlsregarded what
fire was still coming from the warships and concemtrated on the boat to

be attacked., As mentioned before, by the time I was making my final ap-

proach, a flight of. Beaufighters had started 2 strafing run_on’the boat,
They came in broadside to the boat and.gave me-excellent cover, as I was
coming. in from the bows The Beaufa.ghters were followed by B-25 D air-
craft, which dropped a string of 6 bombs fromabout 300 feet and missed
completely, all being shorts .As sdon as the Beaufighters were .clear of the
deck, I .opened up with my forward :firing méchine guns.and kept on-firing un—
il 1t was necessary to pull up over the boat to élesr the msts, The:co-
pilot..of the ship, Lt: Rosebush. drgpped the bombs,.: He also:todk care of
all' the bomb switches, bomb kgy doors:opening and:elosing, -ete. - He toggled
all thrce bombs off in quieck. succession, as we. pessed.over:the boat.  Our

plen was to drop one short .of the hoat, one where-we. “thought-it-wonld hit
the wht,arl:me, and one which should drop on ‘the deck., :This ; system ‘should
take care‘cf errors which would poss:.bly arise if~only one. bomb. was -dropped
at s times In this case. the bombs were dropped a fraction of = sécond late



and the first bomb penetrated at the wnterline, the second hit in the deck
structure and penetrcted through the boat to finally go off under the

rear deck and the third bomb went over the deck and exploded about’20
yerds from the stern,: The two bombs in the boat went off together, °
throwing large misses-of deck; equipment, guns, and men into the air,
The se bombs went off together, after we had pnssed over the boat and our
upper gunner hnd an opportunity té fire only an estimnted 6 rounds into

2 Bofor type gun on the recr deck, 5

As soon as I had passed over the mast, I zgein dropped down to the.
weter end sterted an almost streight course oway from the boati Howe
ever as soon os my upper gunner informed me on the interphone that gt
our bombs had blown the deck up and that they were no longer cble to
fire at us, I'bonked the airplane:sharply nround to. see. if I, could

see the damage to the:boet, - Thore wes wery-little I could see, how-
ever, except that there w.s consider~ble smoke coming from the boat

and some debris was still sailing through the'air, I flew around pest °
the boat cgein and obscrved that it wes starting to scttle at the stern,
I then headed for home, staying sbout 20t off the wrter. :

Ii'l this attack \_ve‘drobpod 3 .5: 500 1lb, bombs v:ith'.-stsec. delay fuses
and expended 2000:rounds of 50 czlibre machine gun ammunition,

During the brief period in which I was actually within range of the

convoy. I was so occupied with my own duties thet I did not hove
opportinity to observe results of other aircraft's attack to any great
degree, The planes I did notice of course were the ones at my own’altitude
and those = the /i-20s and -thc Beaufightors were doing 2 supert job, : To

my mind, the most significant factor of the whole attack and the one

which enabled us .to do effective work was the perfect coordination of the
whole attacks Without the high altitude bombers, medium bombers -nd pro-
tective umbrella of fighter plones, olr mission would have been unmeasur-
ably more difficult if not impossible, - :

-

s/ KBITH A, McKEE,
t/ - KEITH A, MCKEE'
2nd Lieutenant, Air Corps,



dropped ==
3 x 500# - 5 sec delay
- bombs

2 hits - 1 over

zi::::;zansport

L]

DD

Attack Plan
Aircrart - B 25 C~l1 No, 981

' Pilot - 2nd Lt. McKee

Co-pilot - 2nd Lt. Rosebush

Gunner - 8§ Sgt Este

Radio Operator - S/Pgt
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