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ATT/.CK oN COIWOY OFF: LLiE, 3/3/43

BY NO. 30 SOUnDRON R.AA. F._

GENERAL

The LAE convoy was Sttacked between 1000 hours and 1020 hours
on 3rd March, 1943, by 12 Beaufighters of No, 30 Squadron, R.AZA.F.
Another Beaufighter watched the operction from 2 higher level, but
took ho part in‘the attick as the pilot; the Commnding Offlcer of
the Squadron, was medically unfit for combet duty,

ORDERS,

_ Only verbal crders were issued to- the strlke force as the form
green was not originated until 0806/3L, received by Wards ‘Signals
at 0826/3L and handed to No, 30 Sguadron Operatlons fter take-off

“fircraft took off on the following information recelved by tele—
phone from No. 9 Operationwl Group at 0700/3L:

"One squadron of 16 Bl7's leed in, Assemble at 900Q ft.
Cape Ward Hunt, Agtick from 7000 ft. each carrying .
full load of 1000 1lb, bombs, - One. squudron of 8 B251s
assembls 8000! Cspé Vard Hunt bomb from 3—6000 ft. fully
loaded vith 500 1b, bombs._ One squhdron 8 B25's assemkle
7000 ft, attick 3-6000 ft, caerrying 500 1b bombs, “ One
squadron Beaufighters wssemble 6000 . feet And straffe as
practised, One squadron 8 B25's assemble 6000 feet,
carrying 500 1b, bombs, ottack at masthead height as
practised: with Bedufighters, . One squadron 12 B25-Cl's .
assemble 5000 feet mmsthead attacki with $00-1bs: bombs, -
‘One sguadron 15 A20!s fssemble LEOO feet masthead i:tack :
wrrylng 500. 1b. bombs. Top cover of at least 32 P38ls"y;

Thls was supplemented at 0755/3L by the follDW1ng

Rendezvous at Cape Ward Hunt at<0930/1 at 6000 fleet,
Anticraft remain in visuel contact on approach to target,

' The form green was aa follows:

WAR 4 - 61G = 3/3. One squedron Beaufighters carry out
‘co-ordinated atfack on.enemy convoy last reported position
0650 S, 14800 E, spread over arez 15 miles by 5 miles at
_OéhS/}!L._ Aircraft rendezvous at Cape Ward Hunt at 6000
feet, Set course from rendezvous at 0930/3/L remairing in
visual oontﬂct duilng approach’ to target ~ Rally point

Cape Waria. hlrcrnft “attack as practlsed with B25's.,
Primary target transports firet alternative warships second
alternative LAE Aerodrome, Fighter cover have command sets
on 4895 kc's. Bomber flight leaders will identify and locate
themselves relative to terget when calling for fighters in
eny emergency. Enemy convoy protectéd by fighters, Call
s;gns bomber PERNUTS fighter POPCORN

The co-ordlnated attzck had been” practlsed on 28th February,
when L Beguflghters took part in an attack on the Mbresby wreck
with Bl7's, B25’S anc 525—01‘3.

On the previous day = W*rnlng order (NAR h9) had been issued
for a co-ordinated attzck bg two.bomber forces. -This mission in
Broed outline was similar to the attack carried out at 1008 hours .
on 3rd March, but was cincelled ow1ng to bad weather. However, this
early warning gave crews ample opportunity to become thoroughly ace—
guainted_with their role,
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. EXECUTION,

The. following 2ifcraft took bort in the operationsi-..
- an FLIGHT

A19-8  s/ldr.” R. A. L:!_ttle F/O Ay Spoone:c‘.
.A19-87 F/0. R, H, Roe,, F/Sgt P, Fisken, °
A19-15 F/0. R. Brg._zsnor Sgt. F. frderson, .
-A19-10° F/O.-R. C. Bemnett, Sgt. P, Edwards.
A19-11 P/O, E, C. Drury, Sgt. D. ‘Bezsley.
A19~24 P/0. L. S. v1~1. F/Sgt R. Nelson,

[l B=vi

“B H FLIGFT

A19-5 “/Lt R, Uren, P/O h c:uthons...
A19-32 | F/0.’J. T/ Sendford, "F/Sgt.- Ak Joggs,
A19-38 F/Lts G. Gibson, Sgt W. B, Comeron, .
Al19=50. Sgt. HK. L,. K[organ, ugts Fs Cnss:Ldym
K19:7L; F/Sgbs R. H, Cummins, fjo ALy, Kigléy,
A19-53 Sgt. G. R Dwonlng, Sgt. & B on..

IHDQPEBDENT
A19-3  W/cdr, B, R. halke:f‘, sgt- W.: Clorke,

ALY aircraft were L.:Lrborhe by 0846/3L;: except 119-3, which
took off at 0909/3L. .

The oper; tion wis led by S/I.tlr. th.tle with F/Lt. Uren
commanci ng "B" Fligh‘b !

APPROACH 10 'I'ARGET.

The squ dron re"chcd ‘the'rehdezyou 25" @irected,. and went
into the ‘target. with i‘l:.ghts inilifet@stersy Bieh flight com—
prised threc pairs in v1c. e

Ftrom the rendezv:ous height. Q.f 6000 feet a sha.llow dj.ve
using zero boost at 2000 revs, was mde toward the t'\rgef. When
the Bezufighters first camé within range ¥ the destroyer screen

“at 1000 hours they were at 500 feet, * They-then lost- height rapidly

and using rated power attacked “in line abreast at a speed: of 220
knots. A

CO}ECSITIOH OF cor-rvoy

Owing to the low levyel at whlch the attack wes made; crews-
voaried slightly in their estimate of its composit:_on, but. most
agreed thet it comprised seven destroyers and five (possibly mqre)

.merchant ships, their original disposition’ béing ag shown in

appendix A. - The general direction’of! the: @onvoy We.s We&t. . On 'bhe
south were four destroyers in line astern, ' Thres'éther destroyers
covered the north, while the five merchant ships were sc_ttered

between the two nuval i‘orces. :

For the sa.ke of slmpllc:l.ty the ships are desz.gnated in, thz.s

" report as follows -'_j'

‘.,l ’

APy A canoui‘la.ged p&ssenger ship @.f bout seven thousand 'bons.

A large red cross on 2 white ground was painted on the aft
hatch cover, but there were no other hospital mariings, ‘A
3~inch gun was mounted in a circular shield at the stern,

and much -cargo-was-piled -on the: decks. Photo, Nos, 27 and 28,

AKmAN; The- 1argé:st cargo ship th _-.-the:-c.onvoy-. Shé was of about

7000 tons with goal-post mists. Photo No. 6.,



AK"B": A ship of 3000 tons with four gowl-post masts, - She
wes czmouflnged with a paintéd how-wive and becrs the
number "967" neur the brldge. Photo., No. 5e

AKMCM: Similer to LK"BM, but with pole msts. Photo, No. 17, -

AEK"Dn: A shig'of about 2000 tons numbered "025", Photos. Nos. 15
and 16,

6, ‘4 '‘ATTACK ON TARGET... .

The attack was made from the south, The original couPse of
the Beaufighters would heve tcken them over the line of four dé-
stroyers, so the two flights turned to starboard to avoid them.
As they did so the destroyer force, apperently mistaking them for
torpedo carriers, turned towards them, The Beaufighters resumed °
their original course and attacked the transports,

They came in to attack just as zhe heavy bombers had dropped
their bombs,

As the tronsports were not heavily armed. the normal dive at-
tack was utilised. - The available aircraft were fairly evenly dis--
tributed over the targets. The first atteck was from the beoam, and’
after clearing the transports, 1little &VOldlﬂg actlon was 1,cessary.

Strafing was concentrated on decks, superstructure and deck |
CaTrgO.,

One aircreft (419-5, F/Lt, Urecn) made o second run so that an
adequate photographic redord could be mede of the damnge done by
Beaufighters and bombers, The pilot considered- the transports
were open for a photographic run es they were not covered, by wer-
ships, : :

7. OBSERVED RESULTS.

Photographs taken by.v‘rlous aircraft of thlS squadron, but
more éspecially by A19-5, conflrm the damage done by strcflng.

- Photograph No. 5 shows AKuBn smmxlng from the briu:e, while-
photograph ﬁb. 6 deplcts eo rgo burning on the deck of AKMil,

=T qddltloh deck cargo was set ;¢1ght on AP

Obher danhge inclided the killing 5F gun crews on two 5
vessels and the almost certain killing of “the gun: Gréw o4 4 thxrd.
Jzpanese on ‘AK'Df; “which was already buraing’ flefcely at bhe ‘stern,
jumped -into" the water (see Photo No. 15), -

Struflng quletened the opposition from.merchant ShlPS- Even-
where crews were not hit, they had their heads down when the low~
level bombing atteck was mfde, thus- fgciliteting the w;rk of medlum
bombers - attacking from must-head hclght. .

Tt consldered that o11- merchunt vesgels in-the convoy weré
thoroughly strafea w1th 2000 rounds of 20mm and 10 000 rounds of 3&3,

8, DFFECT OF BOMBING.

“As the Beuufighteﬁs left the tmrget medlum_ boﬁbers prBSSed
home most effective musthead aAttacks, Four Shlps ware séén to’be
burning and direct hifs had | hecn observed or many otherss, One
aircraft (Al9—87, F/0, ‘Roe) 'saw a ship explode amidships while he_
wes strafing her, He flew through the smoke and his aireraft wes -
slightly dumagod by flying debris, - Other pilots saw a dlrect h1t
by a 525 on’the stern of & destroyer ut 1000/L, * -



A Bl7 was seen to drop a stick of borbs - across o destroyer
on the south side of the convoy. "When the smoke dlecred the
ship could not b2 secn,.

Photographs Nos. 23 =nd 24 show 2 column of smoke and & brown
smoke ring which sccompanicd a. tremendous - explosion, Pilots’are
unable to explein this. . The destroyer shown in photograph No, 23
appeared undamaged from behind the smoke, but since the low cloud
shown in the photograph remained for four or five minutes, it is
possible that some other ship might have been completely destroyed,

Attention is dirccted to photogroph No. 57. This shows a
direct hit on 2 tronsport by o B25 skip bembing, The observer who
took this photograph st-tes that two bombs hit the side of the ship
~nd bounced bock nbout ten feet before exploding, o

‘9. ANTI-AIRCR.FT DEFENCES,

- ‘Most of .the i/A from wirships wns fused to burst at.35-8000
feet, The guns were obviously hecvy; from five miles awny large
sheets’ of fleme could be seen, Several ‘guns normelly fi;ed to="
gether, '

Other guns fired ot circraft attocking ot low level, Hesvy
guns used in this wey were particularly accurate, At a renge of
\6~7 miles: shells burst within 50100 yards of Benufighters, These
bursts were clmost invaricbly in groups of three, the first shell -
bursting ot cbcout 50 feet sbove the sen ~nd the third down.a§ water
level, I photograph is cmnexed os Appendix B,

The dcstroyers showed excellent fire control, 4ll waited un-
til our aircraft were in position for cross fire ond then opened
toget@er. :

Anti-aircroft fire was most intense when the Beaufighters
were at higher levels,  Yhen the destroyer escort moved éut to
mect the attecking forcec, it left thé convoy unprotected, During
the actual strefing run anti-aireraft fire whs ot extreme renge
and by the time thc destroyers turned in ngrin the Beaufighter
attack bhad been completed, _

. Merchant ship defences appcared to be Bofors type. mainly
directed at mediumand high level aircrafi. - ~Guns-in two .shijs’
were surprised by a Beaufighter pointing at aircraft overhead
and gun crews.were killed,

In generzl, 4/l from trcnsports was most ineffective,
No demage wes done to squadron aircraft by A/4 fire,

10, INTERCEPTICNS AND CASUALTIES,

At about 5000 feet'eight or nine Zekes 'were seen, two of which
came down and intercépted a2 Beaufighter after the run through the
convoy was ccupléted, One of these aircraft dived straight down
from cloud cover. He opened his attack at about 1000 yards ard -
scored hits with his first burst of 20mm Gannon; wounding- the pilot,
Sgt. Dovning, in-the 'shoulder, and the observer, Sgt, Box, in the
thigh and wrist, -

The pilot took evasive action by skidding and varying altitude,
and no further hits were scored, although the Zeke made strenuocus
efforts to get his sight on the Beaufighter; He kept firing un~ -
til within 100 feet and then pulled up in an almost vertical climb,

- The Beaufighter had its port engine out, port elevator shot
away, holes in the fusclage and possibly had the starboard engine
damaged., This aircraft was escorted by two other Beaufighters to
Popondetta, where it made a belly landing, g, o
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Another Zeke was seen by S/ILdr, Little or the tail of a
B25 at about 1500 fzet, In an attack from the port gquarter the .
Beaufighter opened fire at 600 yards to divert the attention of
the enemy pilot, The tracer appeared to pass in front of the
cnemy aircraft, which climbed and let the Beaufighter get umder—

" neath, The Zeke then half-rolled on the the Beaufighteris tail,

and attacked from dead astern., The observer, F/O Spooner, fired
150 rounds with the Browvming rear gun devised by him and so”far in-—
stalled in only a few Beaufighters. Nil hits were claimed, but
the enemy aircraft pulled up in a climbing turn and dlsappeared in
the direction of the convoy, : '

ENEMY NAVAL T.CTICS.

A major tactical blunder w:zs made by the enemy destroyers when
they mistook the low-flying Beaufighters for torpedo-carrying air-
craft, By turning to port and stecaming toward the attncking air-
craft they left the merchant vessels wide open,

¥When they turncd agzin towdrd the convoy they deployed to
present a broadside 4/A derence.

Transports kept under way durlng the attack, ard took no
evading action,

JEATHER.

Scattered cumulus at virying levels dovm to 1000 feet, "10/10
alto-stratus at 11,000 feet, Visibility poor owing to haze,

RECOMMEMDATIONS ,

The attack was carried out successfully according to plan,i
but the following suggestions are made for future operations:-

It cannot be assumed that the Japenese will
repeat the mistake of opening up and leaving transports,
Our aircraft losses may therefore be expected to be heavier,
as they will-have to pass.through the déstroyer screen to:
reach the heart  of the convoy,;-Thérefore, close support
_”by torpedo aircraft could be used to great ddvanuage.

It is suggested that the attacking aircroft might
well be split.inté two,forces, cach comprising high and
medium level bombers,- BC“LflghtCPS, low-level bombers
and torpedo dgircraft,’ in:that-order. The forces, it
is Suggested,: should: 1pprohch from the direction in wheih
the convoy is heading, split, and attack.from each side,

This ‘method of attack would give torpedo-carrying
_aircraft adequate protection, as thoy need not cross ".e
= target but could turn off after relaaqlng thelr torpedoes,

-t The Beguflgﬁtér strike -must be perfectly timed to
hit! right ‘on the fall of bombs: from the high- and medium:’

_level bombers, to take adventoge eff:the confusion caused.
“Formetion leaders must watch the heavy bombers to de-
termine the time to begin the attack dive. A certain amount’
of weaving may be necessggg_to keep behlnd the slower heavy
bombers, B

Beaufighters leading low-level American bombers must
keep ‘the initial Give back to a comfortable speed.of. 230
Ymots' ( for BZ5 ‘types): to- aveidgefting ahead and ru:nlng the
conceﬁtrated effect df the-&ﬁtaek@* -"m g
TUE BYLe Ty
Straflng alrcvaft ane.uselesgquniess masﬁ—head bombers
hit immedjately afterwards, when hgggg are down. :
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It cannot be too strongly emphasised that joint
briefing of 411 crews taking part-in combined operations
is. essential, If this is not practicable, flight.and
sectioh leaders, at the very least, must be briefed to-
gether,

SECTION IT .- AFTERNOON STRIKE

GENERAL,

A similar mission was ordered for the afternoon, but was not
successful owing to weather,

ORDERSI <
The form green was as“follows:—

WAR 6 =~ 61B GENERAL - 3rd March, Repeat co-ordinated - attack
as in 90.G./G1/3 MARCH (WAR L - 61G). Additional squidron of
Bostons to follow A20's at 4,000 feet attack masthead,: Order of
attack = Beaufighters followed by mastheads attacks then medium
end high level bombers, All other details unchanged,.

EXECUTION,

Ten aircraft were airborne by 1405/L, but failed to fine ny
gap in the weather on ihe,ranges._ They returned to base at 1535/L.
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ATTACK ON CONVOY OI‘F IAE, 5/4/43. BY NO. 30 SQUADRON, R.A.A.F,
" SECTION 111 - ATTACKS ON BARGES

 GENERAL,

2 -

3.

ke

Two. mlasiona agalnat barges and lifeboats were ordered on the
afternoon of 5th March,

ORDERS;.
Orders for the missions were:s

WAR 15 = 63g - 5th Purch Five Bovuflrhtera ettack barzes reported in

. pasition 08°00* 8., 149930! E, at- IOOO/SL Estimated number ten’

to fiftcen, some filled with Japs, some with cargo, some covered,

WAR 14 = 63K - 5th March, Six Beauflghters attack 30 enemy lifé-

. boats reported 30 miles off Cepe tlard Hunt on a bearing of OAST

at 1000/5L., Take off as soon as possible,

EXFCUTION = WAR 15,

The following aircraft wafe airborﬁe by'lhjofgL;-

Al9-8 . S/ldr. Little, F/0, Spoomer. (Len.der).

A19-10 F/O. Bennett, Sgt. BEdwards, -

A19-11  F/0; Roe, F/Sgt. Fisken, ; :
A19-15  F/O; Brazenor, Sgt, Andefson,

A19-24  P/0O, Vial, F/Sgt. Nelson,

A1l aireraft returncd to base by 1659/5L.

ATTACK - “‘R 15.

The flight sezrched frém Cape Ward Hunt to oa" 201 8, J.z+9°
50t E,, thence to 07° 35' Ses 149° 35'.E. end returned to Cape
Ward Hunt.

- Hudson was found attacking a large military landing craft and
a Type NB" small. bwrge about 20 miles due west of the Lusancay Islands,
The smzller barge wis loaded with 30 men and the other with at lecst as
many, probably more, The men were wearing green uniforms with full °
equipment, 2nd some wore lifcbelts, Both barges were heavily straffed,

The occupants did not attempt to jump overboard at first and it
can.be assumcd that practically all wore killed, The woter was crimson
with blood.and sharks could be seen in the vicinity. The smaller boat
was sunk and the other left sinking, '

Twanty miles north—eust of Cape Ward Hunt the fllght founc another
barge containing 30 Japanese, This was left sinking., Possible small
arms fire wes encountered' from this barge and one aircraft received ¢
bullet hoéle in a wing, but this might easily have been caused by a
ricochet, s

A small steel barge cnnta*nlng six Japanese, was left sinking 12

miles east of Cape Ward Hunt. An empty bidrge and a lifeboat, 60 miles
east of Cape Watd Hunt, were not attacked,

Weather over the target was 4/10 .scattéred cumulus between 2000
and 6000 feet with a visibility of 20 miles,

5. RESULTS - WAR 15,
A1l boats attacked are) considered destroyed,
6, EXECUTION — W&R 1k,

The following aircraft were airborne by 1445/5Lj=



A19-37 - F/Lt, Uren, P/0, Suthons,’ (.Leader).
'A19-38 F/Lt. Gibson, Sgt, €larke, :
-A19=6 __F/0, R. Harding, Sgt. H, Cane.
“A19=7L ~ F/Sgt. Cummins, W/0 Kirley,

419-50 Sgt, Mbrgpn, Sgt, Cassidy.'

‘They returned to bnse by 1801[5L
7o RTT&CK - iR lL, T

The fllgnt located four separate groups 6f barges around'a: point
25 miles from Cape Uard Iunt on a bearing of 050T, For rough sketch
see appendlx C '

Group A, ten miles to the west, comprlsed flve Type "B" small
barges and one small boat, - Four of these barges saeh: tontained 25
Japanese and the other was filled with stores._fThis group was tho= - -
roughly straffed by all aircraft. The barge loaded with s tores sank,
another was left sinking, and fhe remalnder gettling slowly, . The
‘group was considered destroyed. Most of" the Japdnese jumped itito ‘the
water before the boats weré strafed, and as a result aircrews were
spared the nnuseatlng spectacle whlch confronted pllots on “ER 15,

One aircraf ft, which was uneble to contect the remalnder of the
fllght found three additional groups of boats. : ;

Group B, ten miles east of the p01nt glven above, comprlsed 1L
- rafts, each- supportlngAEbout 12 men, and 4 lifeboats, each of which
contained about 6 men, Two of the lifeboats were under sail and were
heading towards shore. It W=s noted that, although men were supporting
Lhemsclves on crowded rafts, the. llfeboats nearby were only partly
filled, ' Thé pilot suggests that the lifeboats. m;ght_have been occupied
by officers, % A

Ten of the rafts and &ll the llfeboats were straffed before
ammunition ren out,

Five to ten miles aouth-east of Group B were four empiy Type
NB" sm2ll barges crd & few miles- ‘farther to the south-—east wére four
more empty barges 04 tht same uype. Thesg were not attacked,

Sub-muchlne-gun or light mechine~gun'firé:’ whs ‘erfcount ered from
one barge in Group . x, but no dgmage was done.

One man_lnrg_yQIION mrcr“ft alrghy wag seen paddlmng toward an
empty barge to the  rnorth of group A, :The barge had already been
strafed and the nesrest Japznese was a mile away, This man Wwas - pro-
;bqbly the pilot:of a P38 which was shot down over the convoy, He was
secn by the obsetrvér in en aircraft in which the inter-communication
was out' of order. By th'é time ‘the obsérver went forward to ‘tell the
pllot the 1rcrrft was out of the arec,

8, AMMUNITION EKRbNUITUQu.,

_ On WIR 15 1250 rounds of 20mm. and 10,000 rounds of $303 were
fired. For VIAR 14 th;rflgurss were 2250 & ﬁnd 26,000 rounds respectlvelyp

On these two opeﬂat’ons ‘the squadron’ strgffea a total of 9 barges,

5 lifeboaﬁs and 10 rafts, ‘of which 2 barges were 'sunk and * the’ remain- -
der left sinking., At least 350 Japanese must have been killed.

10, ?ACTICS,

On both’ missions the squadron adopted the usual tactics against |
“such targets,. A-cirele was Formod and ‘each aircrift attitked one bargé
at 2 time., This puarded sgainst afi¥’ surnrise attsclk hv annmy aimepaft, .

Although the necessity for the strafing of undefended barges
was completely understoed, and the targets eccerdingly thoroughly
strafed, "the two missions were most distasteful for the crews
involved. .




