RESTRICTED IVI
OPERATIONAL PRIORITY

PARAPHRAZE WOT REQUIRED, HANDLS AS RESTRICITD CORRESPONDENCE
PER PARAS 511 and 60a (%), AR 38‘0-5.

Prowm: C0 Yokota AAB, Yokota, Honohu,, Japan sgd Crocker

To: COMGEN 5th AAFP, Hagoya, Japan.

Info: War Department f'or CG AAF, CG ATC attn Chief Plying
Sefely Divisioa;  CONGENFEAP, Tokyo, Japan; COMGEN
314 COMWG, Trumigawa, Japen

Nr: - ®-13% DIG: 1007H1Z 16 Pebruary 1947

freliminary aircraft aceident report, wreck, fatal,

As 13 Fehruary current, 02252 tire, 1 mile southwvest
of Hatsudo Honshu, Japan, ({This 1s sevsinal miles norvtheast
of Tokyo proper northeast area),

B. A 20-B #4-34231, 90 Bomb Sguatron, 3 Bomd @Group
(light), 314 COMWG, Fifth Alr Force, Yokota Army ALr Base,
Total wradke g s

.. C. Fllot Archibald R Ihy, Ceptain, Air Corps, ASN
0-300234, 90 Bomb Squadron, 3 Bomb Group (Iight), 314 COMWG,
Filth Air Forece, Yokota Army Alr Base, parachute not used,
injuries instaatly fatal, -

D. GCame as fara C,

e Oilner crew members: gunner, C. A. Groover, 5
RA Asy R8L00510, 90 Bomd Sguadron, 3 Bomb Group (Light), 314
COMWG, Fifth Alr Rorce, Yokota Armsy Alr Base, parsachute not
urad, lajuries fatal instantly. Qunrer, Ssmuel H dMenella,
Staff Sergeant, ASN RA 33573435, 90 bowb Squadren, 3 Pomb
Geoup (Tight), 314 CoMys, PAfth Alr Porce, Yokota Army Alr
Sase, pardhute not used, injuriea fatel instantly,

¥, Mid-alr collision with power line cable. Airoraft
was operating in conjunocticn with ground controller for aily
strike work end had just pulled up from & strike on the RR
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From: OO0 Yokota AAB, Yokota, Honshu, Japenm spd Crocker
Fr : P-134 DIG: 1007212 18 Pebruary 1947

Station at Matsude and had made a 180 degree to make a
practic2 run on the next target which was a bridge to the west
of Matsudo. The pover llnes were perpendioular to the flight
path and just beyond the bridge. Apparently the pllot dlid
act see the lines wntil too late to avold the collision and
the vertlcal stabllizer and rudder were sheared off., The
alrcraft was seen to roll over and was inverted at point of
initial impast. However, examination of disposition of wreck-
age tends to indicate thet aircraft was in nearly normal
flight attitude at time of impact with the right wing tip
striking first, then the 2 ht englne, vhen aircrarst appsars
to have yawed to right a4 left engine strmuck nearly in Une
with right engine in relation to the path of the airoraflt.
_ Gunners vere thrown clear of wreckage but pilot was atill neld
to seat in ;ﬁook'pit. Fire destroyed only small pert of wreckage,

n, None. | :
Hﬁ 90 3
1. lLocal OFR. :

J.  Alr strike mission in conjunction with ground cen-
trollier in radio jeep,

K. Ceiling unlinited scattered at 3500 vieibility 10
miles temp 41 degrees wind estimated North at 20 miles per

hour, :
L. Two power cables approximately 3/4 inch thiok

severed, about two aci-es of cultivate? f{ilold (Radish and winter

#heat! demaged or destroyed by wreck and personnel at scene

in official cepacities,

ACTION: AAF End

INFO: TAG ;
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