Hi Gerry,

I stumbled upon your terrific web pages for the 3rd attack group. At the bottom of the Down Under section there is an aerial photo entitled Beenleigh airfield. I actually grew up in Brisbane, Queensland and currently live on the Sunshine Coast, about 1 hour’s drive north of Brisbane. As I am familiar with the local area, I tried to tie in this apparent picture of Beenleigh with current aerial views and maps to see where the airfield was once located. Only problem was, none of the local features of creeks, rail lines, roads etc in the Beenleigh area lined up with the aerial view. Then it dawned on me. This WWII aerial picture entitled Beenleigh Run 2 on 27-4-44 is actually a picture of Archerfield aerodrome, which is located about 10 miles south of Brisbane. The picture is shown with South at the top of the page. The portion of a major river in the bottom right hand corner of the photo is a bend in the Brisbane river. The four very large hangars were used to service B-24 Liberator bombers towards the end of the war. The winding taxiway above these hangars head toward a dam, which is still there today. The major road heading off towards the top left hand corner of the photo is Beaudesert Road, whilst the other road that comes out of the bottom middle of the picture and heads off to the right hand middle edge of the photo is Ipswich Road. Thanks for including all of the information that you have on your web page, including the maps and pictures from Breddan airfield, north of Charters Towers. I had a look around that airfield last year.

Cheers,

Matt

Webmaster Note:

I was contacted by Matt Denning in regards to this photo of Beenleigh. I did invert the photo for a proper North – South aspect as well as West - East. Thanks Matt for your insight.

