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0 : Officer Commending R.A.A.F, Allied Air Headquarters,
2 North Hastern Area,

DATE : 14 SEP 1949

REF, 1 2S5,
REPORT ON INSPECTICH OF R.A,A.F, PERSONIEL ATTACHED
TO THIRD BOMBARDMENT GROUF,.
1, The Senior Admisistrative Staff Officer, Wing

Commander A.G. GRANT, znd the Staff Officer Personnel, proceeded to
Charters Towers to 4interview oand inspect R.A.A.F, persomnel attached
to 3rd Bomb Group U.S.A,A.F.

S The itinerary wes as followsi=

Deperted TOWNSVILLE by cer at €610 hours,
Arrived at CHARTERS TOWERS at 0810 hours, Reported te the Group
Commander COLONEL J, DAVIZES, U,3,4,A.F, and commenced te interview
personnel of the 90th Squadron 0910 houras, 13th Squadron et 1310 hours.
Departed CHARTERS TOWERS at 1730 hours, Arrived TOWNSVILLE 2000 hours,

3. ¥ith the exception of two or three non-commissioned
officers who were, at the time, in the zir, &ll the personnel were
individuelly intervicwed, their numbers and personsl records chocked
end their conduct, beering end cppecrence inspeoted,

4, Details of R.A.A,F, Casuslties bronsght to notice
during the visit werc chocked by Staff Offieccr Personuel and were, in
some cases, found to vary slightly from the accounts in 4. *h Dastern
Area records, The personnel concerned cre divided into Wi..less
Alr Gumners, Pilots, end Observers and will be reported on under
fhose headings.

- Bach men was eskod how he liked his present appoint=-
mont, whether hc was satisfied with the treatment ho had received,
whether food and querters were sétisfactory, and if he htd any coms
plaints, From these questions and observotions & composite pleture

was constructed in the three Catcgories described,

Ge Common to all categories were the dis-satisf:i ztion
with the taxetion position, the delay in promotion, and the mile dlis=-
like of the food, (Americen cooking is different %o ours, &nd iu
addition mutton is not ecten ot ©ll by imorican troops), These

were disposcd of by explen: tion cnd clarification, A more serious
complaint universally expressed was that R.A.AF, 3¢ Ammunition
supplied for Smith & Wesson revolvers contravened the Gensva
Convention and rendered the holder Jirble to instint execution on
capture, (Whether this is so or wut, is a matter for cxpert opinion,
but arrengements were mede with the Group O~~memder concerned, COLONEL
DAVIES, who promised to issuc American--45 Colts with nickel piatod
ammunition,

7. HIRELESS ATR GUNNERS

; This Group had won for themsclves and for the
Reh A F, the cdmiration snd praise of their Squadron Commonders (Who
could not speak too highly of them) cnd of their Group Comcnder who
mcde the stetement that the R,A,A.F, Wireless Air Gumners in his Group
were more officient than thicir American opposite numbers. Ls would be
very loath to lose these R.A.A.F. Wireless Air gunners, On the othor
hend the men thomselves do not went to leave thelr present eppointuionts,
They hed avereged sixty (603 hours since their arrival in the Squadron
four (4) months ago. )
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‘s, PILOTS

This Group wcs not quite so satisfied, having in
cormon with the gunners ¢ strong senso of injustice in respcet to
taxation, & mild dislikv of imcriccn cooking end the sime attitude
towerds Smith & Wesson .38 ermmunition,

They liked thoir eppointrents ond they had avereged
rifty (50) hours since their crrivel at the Squedreon some four (4)
months previously,

They had &n extrc complaint over and cbove the

Gunner Group and this was thet there wes no provision mcde for them
to boecone Cepteins of sircraft, They were naturzlly anxious to have
the opportunity of esdvencing in their profession as pilots, This:
wes discussed with the two Squedron Commenders and Group Commender
All three officers were loud in their preise of tho stendeord, sidll
end Geterminction in retion shown by these sceond pilots c¢s well ¢s
by the W.A.Gs,

They cgroud thet the pilots conesrnol Wero ready
for conversion to Coptoins Courses, but hsd no cuthority to ellow UlS.
cirercft to Be Cepteined by R.A.4.F. personnel in (otion.

Indceed c¢s Colenel DIVIES pointed out the crrengo=-
zent whereby these porsonnel .ore lscned to the U.S.i....F. ias8
originclly - teuporiry expedicent of «n cnticipséted durction of
epproximetoly six months until cirerow porscnnel could be obteincd
from Aneriecc. These not heving crrived, it is obvious thet tlie
presont crrangoenont mey be oxitended cven tou twelwve nonths,

In the meantime the Group Commender hes no U.S.
psrscnnel coming om :nd Ceptcin westoge through cesucltiss is
gZrcduclly reducing his cveilebility.

From Gcpteins hie would norac. iy expoet to cotein
his Plight Somuendors cnd Squedron Cuurnders 80 ho elso is seekiug
¢ clecr cut Girection -s to the stetus of RAJALFPilots - s Copteins
in his orgeniscticn.

This will be she subjoot of & rcoocmuenwcbion lecter
on iu this report.

8., OBSIAVERS.

This Group wes wholly dis-setisfied ozd hod every
reeson to be so. To the rinor grievences hold in cummon with the
dehsG.8 cnd pilots (strenge food, promotion end texetion), thoy cdded
a very e jor compleint which wes lick of flying end cbnsequently,
unemployaent, Their flying timcsare set out hercunder, <und it
wi1ll be seen thct scme of thai: heve not flcwn ¢t £11 in the three or
fcur menths scrvice they heve hed with the Group. The highest
figure is fifteen hours for four nonths shown egciust the neme of

Sgt. WELLIS, C.H.

403236 SOT. COFE, W.h., 7% hours 401600 SGT. FPIELD,N. 2 Hours
408182 SGT, GRIY, S.i. 2% hours 401651 SGT, MARSHAL, § Wil

402902 SGT, FRIME, L.A. Nil 406607 SGT. SLITH, C.C 4% hours
408154 SGT. TURVZR, A.R 5 hours 401604 oGT. YOULG, E.4. 5 "
411297 SGT, COLZMAN, 3,G.4 " 408151 SGT. IKIN, C.A, 9% "
408026 SGT, LORIIER,AK 7 " 401314 BGT. LeCAITHY,J.7 12 "
401524 3GT. MOORHOUSZ,A 10 " 401555 SGT. wBLiS, C,H, 15 "

401075 8GT. LURPHY, F.H. 9 hrs 20 nins
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This is wholly unsctisfcotory. The ccuse is easy to find.
The ncke-up of the crew of e B.25 Squadron (with which the Squairons
of this Group &re ermed), is in the U.S.ALF. ¢s follows :=-

Pilot, Co-Pilot, end iW.i.G.

There is no provision et £ll for en obserwer es the co-pilot dccs the
nevigeting. Heénoc thesc 1i.C.08 hcve not been uscd in conbet missiona
They heve however been used (for sueh flying timcs £s cre shown)
during scawerd sserches and rocoimnaisscnces. However thc renge of
this zirc.aft (600 wiles) is such thet this type of cmployuent is’
rare. The obserwers have boon given ell sorts of enployment except
flying. Recliz.ng thet they just don't fit in with B,.25 crew the
Squcdron Commenders heve glven theu guerd duties end other dutles.
Letely to kesp thew fully ocoupied thoy heve given thed socie tiue on
the Norden bombsight, with o vicw of using them es bomberdiers,

Generally speelking they were £ very dis-satisficed group.
indeed, and this dis-sctiisf ction is ecsily understocd. They are
losing wey (mongst R.4.4L.F. observers through locl of flying.

10,  OTHER R.i.A,F, PERSCANEL,

An operctions offioccr (¥/0. OCKENDEN) ¢nd & eypher offiocer
who ere «1lso on thc strength ere cldor officers but both of junior reonk.
They heve dons most velucble work in controlling the eirerew R.,o.4A.F.
perscnnel #nd generclly ir studying their intereats, guiding then,

hendling edministretion, erranging their clothing, leccve end
enterteinnent cte. In this conncetion P/0. OCKENDEN is deserving of
the highest procise. His work wes elso highly praised by Colcmel D-VIZS
end he hos conducted himself in such ¢ wey es to bring nothing but
credit upon the R.A.A,F, in the eyea of our 4Lllies.,

A recomendation will be submitted in respoet to proper
control of R.A.A.F, cilrcrew by one of these older non-flying offiocers.

11. To sum up; the R.A.A.F. personiel in this Group +sere found
tc be highly <steemed by the seonior officors end indecd by the whole
of theo Americens. The gunners were confident in their ebility to
fight the Zero off from their formetions (cnd Bave proved it on more
then onc occesion), wers looking for rmore fighting and generclly were
on their toes. The sikill of tho pilots reflected oredit om their E
troining end they toc, were on their toes. The observérs have been
discussed zbove. The othsr offlccrs e£l1so won greet respoct and A
preise from those concerned.

All wero feound to be well conducted end courteous; &8 neatly
turncd out es their werdrobes could provide, clcecn end sheven, and
gene:clly speaking all of good everage service stenderd.

12,

(2) With the eccneurrsnce of the Squadron JSomenders and the
Group Commander it is recommendsd thet £1l obssrvers be withdren
from this Group =nd omployed in R.A.4.F. units where an
observer is en intogrel pert of ¢ flying tooum.

(b) It is recormended thet the second pilots “hould be repleced
by junior pilots to enable the present N.C.(s to proceed to
Augtrelian Squedrons, for conversicn to Ceptzins Courses.

In order not to interfere with the Group's efficlency in asction,
it is recormerndcd that this be & greducl prcecss, thet is ;
repleccients should boc by ones end twos «s agcinst the totel
iuzmediete withdrowel of cll observers. This graducl
replecsuent 13 necesscry since this Group is engeged continuelly
in operations cgeinst the oneny,
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(e) It is reco.monded thet the i.k.P. ask Alr Boerd
vigorously to opposc texction of flylng pay. This is en
enoruity reclly, °nd this Hccdquerters hed no knculed%e gh:t
flyine pey wes being subjsot to such huge doductiops (47%)
for t:xction purposes. Lorcover it is enomelous thct Scucdrons,
fighting in licw Guinee ccntinuclly, but stiiling froc Austrelic
should be tixed &t 21l when other personncl doing no
fighting, cre sxcused texetion, merely boccuse they ere bosed
outsidic the ccntinent. 4.k, P. perscnclly kmows the record
of this Group over BUilh, KOKODA, LAE «nd SalAlaUh, cnd the
lcsses sustcincd both by fuericans :nd sustrclicn psrsonncl
in sctucl dettle,

(d) It is rocommendsd thct, in view of the seui-psrmanent
nature of the : ttcchuont lth¢ra is cpperently no prospect of
thew. being re:lcecl by aneriocn personuel), they be put on
& sounder crganisctioncl end - duinistrationel besis. This
therefore sugcosts thet R....i&.F. porsonnel, posted, cgsigned,
or sttzched tc on ireriecen croup should be formed properly
into units under such title (cs ¢ suggestion) es "No, 1.
Lttochod Airorcw Unit" (for 3rd Boub, Group) "No. 2 atteched
Adrerow Upit" (for 2:ud Bort.Group) end so onm.

Tstzblishuents should bo drewn up on ¢ sliding dczle end
the unit should zutoncticcdly be ploccd undsr ths comnend of
the scnlor R.i.i.i. cfficer (posted or sttiched to the Group)
for purocly R.A....F. nctters. This would be 2 nueh beticr
grrenzosont then the prosent ncbulcus set-up and 1s regeracd
et this Hoedquerters zs en importent suggestion.

(¢) It is rccomiendsd thet Grocteoets in cddition to blue
tropiczl ccpes be issucd to pors.nncl locctod ct Chzrters
Powers, where thc tompercturc on tie pleieeu folls ropidly
£t night.

(£) It is recoimendecd thet No, 402182 SGT. GREY, 8.W., cnd
No. 402902 SGT.PRILE, L.A. be gremtcd Comudsslions. These two
Observers scen tc be gifted with powsrs of good letdership.
GREY hes ¢ B,A, dogrec froum the University of TisllLiIA.

(z) It is reccormendsd thet the following, othsr thon
observers, be posted to Austrrlicn Squedrons for gocd privete
ressons, couuniceted, to the inspscting officcrsi-

400286 F/SGT. DAWSCR, F.H.
411233 BSERGT, oIDDALL, JU.H.
401925 SERGT., DULL., L.N.

15, It is considere th t the inspeotiom wis of velue
both to this Hocdgquerters, to the R.i.h.F, porsomnnel concsrned, to
the Aucricen Group Commicnder cnd Squadron Comtionders, cnd %o
inter-Allisd co-operction gemsrally.

14. It iz @csired to bring to ycur notice the very
grect courtesy extondod by Colomel J, DVIEZS (Commcnder of the drd
Bomb., GROUP) Ceptein’ GERRITY (90th Scuedron) ond Ccptein EV.IOFY
(Comuending 13th Scuedron) in thet Group. All these officers hove
the cdnirction, respect end sffecticn of the R.h.AWTF. personncl
serving within their commends, tnd the whole of the Auncricap Group
were highly spckon of by our personuel thore.

-é/m “’///4;,

Wing Commrnder
LDLINISTRATIVE STAFF OFFICIER.




